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FOREWORD
 

Many commentaries on the Bible are available today. Most are expositional or exegetical; and they often seek to be so exacting with respect to the letter of the law, or the possible meaning of a particular word, that they lack life and inspiration. It is hard to find a good devotional commentary on the Bible—one that brings both understanding and life to the passage, so that you are inspired to worship the Lord as you gain new insights into the truth of His love and grace toward us.

This commentary is one that does just that.

In Nehemiah, chapter eight, we are told that “the people gathered themselves together” and “they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.” I find this to perfectly describe what Jon Courson has done in his commentaries. Giving understanding and meaning to the Word is one of the greatest needs in the church today. In Nehemiah’s time, this method of commentary brought great conviction upon the people, and a genuine turning to God. The ultimate result was that the people went their way rejoicing, “because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.”

I am convinced that you also will go your way rejoicing after reading the insights that the Holy Spirit has given to Jon on the Scriptures.

Pastor Chuck Smith

Senior Pastor, Calvary Chapel

Costa Mesa, California
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PSALMS
 

Background to Psalms
 

It has been said that there is a psalm for every sigh. I would add that for every “high” there is a psalm, as well, for the book before us deals with the entire spectrum of human emotions. We’ll experience it all as the psalmists open their hearts and reveal their souls in response to the situations they dealt with spiritually and emotionally.

The Hebrew title is simply “Praises”—a fitting title because this book is about praising the Lord in every situation, on every occasion. It’s a book that gives not only exhortation to praise and inspiration for praise, but instruction about praise. Psalms is the definitive workbook on worship. Therefore, if you desire to know how to worship the Lord, this book is custom-made for you.

Many people think of Psalms as simply a historical curiosity, a record of how the ancient Hebrew culture used to worship God. I believe, however, that, rather than being a theological explanation of historical expression, it’s a present-day picture of powerful, practical praise.

“If you’re talking about singing songs, lifting hands, or bowing knees, you have to understand that’s not the way I am,” some might protest. I understand. But God didn’t save you to keep you the way you are. The Lord wants to enlarge you and to expand me, to make us different than we otherwise would be. As believers, we are the bride of Christ. Our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, desires for us to bring passion into our relationship with Him. The Book of Psalms allows you and me to do just that—to hear the heart of our Lord and to express our love in a way that pleases Him.

So I challenge you to apply the psalms directly to your own life. When you see the psalmist shout to the Lord, do the same. When he stands in awe of the Lord, stand with him. When he bows down before the Lord, join him. In other words, I challenge you to be a doer of the Word rather than a hearer only. As you have your devotions with the Lord, you might find yourself bending your knee, uplifting your hand, or shouting for joy and you might find yourself being enlarged and expanded as you understand how the Lord desires to be worshiped.

This workbook on worship is not only the hymnbook of the Bible, but also the “Him book.” You see, of the two hundred nineteen Old Testament quotations in the New Testament, one hundred sixteen are from the Book of Psalms, many of which prophesy about Jesus’ First and Second Coming. The gospels tell us Jesus went to the mountain to pray. But the psalms tell us what He prayed. The gospels tell us Jesus was crucified. The psalms tell us what He was thinking while He was on the Cross. The gospels tell us He went back into heaven. But the psalms tell us what He’s doing in heaven.

These psalms were written by a variety of human writers who were inspired by the Spirit. David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, wrote seventy-three of the one hundred fifty, and perhaps as many as thirty more. The sons of Korah wrote eleven; Asaph wrote ten; Hezekiah wrote two; and Asaph, Heman, and Moses each wrote one.

“How our hearts did burn within us when He opened the Scriptures and explained all things concerning Himself,” they said on that first Easter Sunday (Luke 24:32). On the road to Emmaus, beginning with Moses and going through the prophets, Jesus opened Scripture and explained how they all related to Him. As a result, the hearts of His listeners were warmed, excited, and illuminated. That is my prayer for you as we study this glorious book together…

Psalm 1
 

Psalm 1:1 (a)
 

Blessed…

Just as Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount with this word that means “O, how happy,” Psalms begins the same way because happiness is truly the Lord’s intent for you and me.

“If you being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Heavenly Father give good gifts to His” (see Matthew 7:11). I want to see my kids blessed. I want to see them happy. I don’t want to see them depressed and sad. How much more our Father desires for us to be deeply blessed, to be truly happy.

Notice that the writer of this psalm doesn’t tell us how to attain happiness. I suggest this is because once a person is in a relationship with God, happiness and joy, blessing and peace are givens. But because these things can be eroded, instead of telling us how to attain, he tells us what to avoid…

Psalm 1:1 (b)
 

…is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly…

The blessed man is the one who doesn’t get counsel from people who don’t know God, be it from an individual, a group, or culture in general. Such counsel robs blessing and erodes happiness.

Psalm 1:1 (c)
 

…nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

If you walk in the counsel of the ungodly, you’ll soon find yourself standing in the way of sinners. That is, you’ll be stopped in your tracks and eventually find yourself in the company of those who mock and dismiss the things of God.

Psalm 1:2 (a)
 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD…

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord, not under it, but in it. As believers, we’re not under the law (Romans 3:28). But in it, we can glean principles, precepts, and see pictures of our Lord and Savior.

Psalm 1:2 (b)
 

…and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

The Hebrew word translated “meditate” speaks of what a cow does after grazing all day. As she chews the cud over and over again, she extracts every nutrient. In other words, to meditate means to ponder a section of the Word day and night, extracting more from its inexhaustible supply each time.

Psalm 1:3
 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

If you choose to be one who delights in the Word, one who meditates on the Lord, there will be times in your life when you’ll be especially prolific and productive. But even in the seasons when you’re not bearing bushels of fruit, your leaf won’t wither.

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Joshua 1:8


This promise was originally given to Joshua just as he was poised to assume command of the people of Israel. But its application continues today in the lives of any who take the time to sink the roots of their soul deeply into the rich soil of God’s Word.

Psalm 1:4, 5
 

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

During harvest time in Israel, the grain would be thrown into the air, where the breezes would blow the chaff away, leaving the grain to fall to the ground where it could be gathered. Because sinners are blown about by the changing winds of culture, they won’t be in the company of those who are saved.

Psalm 1:6
 

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

The first word of this psalm was “blessed.” The last word is “perish.” The contrast is clear—for truly the godly man, the one who meditates in the Word is happy, but the ungodly man will perish ultimately.

Psalm 2
 

We know Psalm 2 was written by David because Peter attributes it to him in Acts 4:25. We also know from verse 2 that it is a messianic psalm, one foretelling and dealing with Jesus.

Psalm 2:1
 

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

Why do the kings of the earth create federations of those who would normally be at odds with each other? I think of Herod and Pilate, an Idumean and a Roman. Normally, they would be at each other’s throats. But they came together in their hatred of Jesus, in their desire to destroy Him.

Psalm 2:2 (a)
 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed…

The word translated “anointed” is Mesheach or “Messiah” in Hebrew, and Christos or “Christ” in Greek. It refers to Jesus the Messiah, Jesus the Anointed One. Here, David notes that the kings of the earth come together against both the Lord and His anointed, both the Father and the Son.

Psalm 2:2 (b), 3
 

…saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

Verses 2 and 3 give the answer to the question in verse 1. The reason there is such hatred and rejection of Jesus is because people believe He is going to restrict or hinder their lives. This fear is also the foundational reason for the theory of evolution—for if there is indeed a Creator, mankind would be obligated to obey Him. But get rid of the Creator, and you automatically free yourself of any obligation to submit to Him. This, however, is as ridiculous as cutting the brake lines of your car so that you could drive without restrictions.

“The commands of God are not grievous,” John declared (see 1 John 5:3). God’s commands truly have our best interests at heart.

Psalm 2:4
 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

“The Lord’s laugh here is not one of hilarity but of incredulity, as if to say, “These people have the audacity to challenge Me?”

Psalm 2:5
 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

After God laughs, He judges. Is He justified in this? Absolutely. If someone broke into my house, grabbed my wife and threatened to torture her, I would say, “Stop! If you need to torture someone, torture me.” But if, after I absorbed the beating, she ran off with him, my anger would be understandable. The Lord came to the earth to die for the sins of the whole world. He paid the price willingly and died in our place sacrificially. Is His wrath justified when He sees people chasing after the very one He came to rescue them from? Unquestionably.

Psalm 2:6, 7
 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

After the kings of the earth and the rulers of this planet rebel against the Lord, culminating in the battle of Armageddon, the Lord will establish His rule and reign on His holy hill in Jerusalem. So certain is this that God speaks as though it has already happened.

Psalm 2:8
 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

According to Matthew 25, following the Tribulation—the seven-year period when God pours out His wrath upon a Christ-rejecting, sinful world—the sheep and goats will be separated. The sheep will be allowed to enter the kingdom during the Millennium, where Jesus will rule and reign for one thousand years on earth. Because they will still have human bodies, they will still be vulnerable to fleshly tendencies. So we, as saints who rule and reign with Jesus, will enforce righteousness. At the end of the Millennium, Satan will be released for a short season. At that point, those born during the thousand-year-period of unparalleled peace and prosperity will have to decide whether to follow Jesus or Satan. Sadly, many will follow Satan.

The good news is that we won’t be deceived by Satan at the end of the Millennium. We’ll never again be tempted, vulnerable to any kind of deception because when we see our Lord, we will be like Him (1 John 3:2). Oh, what a happy day that will be!

Psalm 2:9
 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

In verse 1, we heard the psalmist ask why the heathen rage. In verse 4, we heard God the Father declare that He’ll be laughing. In verse 8, we heard Jesus Christ declare that the Father told Him the inheritance of the heathen will be given to Him. Here, we hear the Holy Spirit speak.

Psalm 2:10
 

Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

This is directed to present kings and leaders.

Psalm 2:11
 

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

This is a winning combination, indeed! Joy without fear is frivolous. Fear without joy is morbid. The key is to serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.

Psalm 2:12
 

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

The Greek word for worship is proskuneo. Pros means “to turn toward.” Kuneo means “to kiss.” That’s the root of worship: to express appreciation, devotion, and love, for while the heathen can rage and the kings can plot, the Lord will ultimately have His way.

Psalm 3
 

A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.

As the notes under the title say, this is a psalm attributed to David when David was fleeing from Absalom. Absalom was David’s rebellious son who wanted to take the throne away from his father and take control of the country. As David was driven out of the city of Jerusalem, fleeing for his life with a broken heart, he took time to write this psalm…

Psalm 3:1, 2 (a)
 

LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me. Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God.…

Previously, David had been extremely popular. Women had sung songs about him. Men had admired him. But now time has passed and, with it, his popularity. His son, Absalom, had captured the hearts of many in Jerusalem. And now David is being chased out of the city. As he leaves, a man named Shimei throws dirt at him, saying, “You’re a bloody man,” alluding to David’s murder of Uriah.

Every David has a shabby Shimei throwing dirt, reminding him of past failure, of past sin. Every Abel has an envious Cain, ready to do him in. Every Isaac has a mocking Ishmael, sneering at him. Every Job has his miserable comforters causing greater pain to his soul. David is experiencing what you and I will inevitably find in our own situations at one point or another.

Psalm 3:2 (b)
 

…Selah.

Selah is a musical notation that tells the musician to stop and rest. For us, it is a wise word to stop and think about what we’ve just read.

Psalm 3:3
 

But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.

When my kids were little and would be sad about something, I loved to gently put my hand under their drooping chins, lift up their heads, and say, “It’s okay, Peter. It’s okay, Jess. It’s okay, Christy.” David says that’s what the Lord does to us. He’s the One who comes our way when others are throwing dirt at us, when family members turn against us, when everything seems to be disastrous, and gently puts His hand under our drooping chins so that He can look us in the eye and say, “It’s okay.”

Psalm 3:4
 

I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.

Don’t you love the Lord’s ability to hear? Innumerable voices cry to Him, yet He coordinates them all. The farmer prays for rain on Saturday while the bride and groom pray fervently for a sunny day. Only God has the ability to work all things together for good.

Psalm 3:5
 

I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.

I’m so glad that the Lord worked it into His equation that every eighteen hours or so we go to sleep because I blow it so badly every day, I just want to start all over again every morning with a clean slate. I’m so thankful that morning by morning, a fresh batch of mercy is awaiting me (see Lamentations 3:22, 23).

Psalm 3:6–8
 

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about. Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.

Jesus tells us to turn our other cheek when our enemy smites us (Matthew 5:39). Yet David prays, “Smite the cheekbones of my enemies.” Why? Because the Old Testament provides physical and external pictures of the internal and external principles of the New Testament. You see, while David waged war physically, we are to wage war spiritually. That’s why Paul says we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers, against wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12). Therefore, if I’m fighting against flesh and blood, I’m fighting the wrong battle. I must wage war not against people but against Satan by pleading the blood and binding the work of the enemy in prayer even as it relates to my own sinful nature.

I know my heart. I can be a Shimei; I can be an Absalom, throwing dirt and rebelling against the Lord. Thus, like David, I must wage war against the enemy that seeks to do me in. And I do so by praying, “Break me, Lord. Deal with me.”

Psalm 4
 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of David.

This psalm, written by David, is believed to have been written at the same time as Psalm 3, when he was fleeing Jerusalem due to Absalom’s insurrection. It was to be played on an instrument called the neginoth. Neginoth means “to strike.” Therefore, it is believed that the neginoth was a stringed instrument.

Psalm 4:1
 

Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.

When was David enlarged? When he was in distress. Why? Because we grow spiritually the same way we gain strength physically. You see, the premise of weightlifting is to break down muscle so that when you’re at rest, it rebuilds stronger than it was before. Faith is like a muscle. It must be worked out to be enlarged. Therefore, if you feel like you’ve been broken down or beat up, take hope, for that is the very time David was enlarged.

Psalm 4:2
 

O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah.

After praying to God in verse 1, David speaks to his enemies in verse 2. That’s always the way it should be. Before you speak out to people, be sure you’ve prayed up to God.

Psalm 4:3, 4
 

But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him. Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.

Are you distressed today? Do what David did. Stand in awe of God. Be still. Commune with Him even as you lie in bed.

Psalm 4:5–8
 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD. There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased. I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.

What a great evening psalm this is. “Lord, You cause me to lay down and sleep peacefully,” David says. How much time we waste and sleep we lose in endless conversations about possibilities and potential problems that never come to pass. How much better to simply cast our care upon the Lord and pour out our hearts to Him.

Psalm 5
 

To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A Psalm of David.

After the evening psalm of Psalm 4, we are given a morning psalm in Psalm 5…

Psalm 5:1–3 (a)
 

Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. My voice shalt thou hear in the morning…

I have discovered that if I don’t begin my morning with the Lord, I spend my evening mourning for the Lord. If I don’t get direction for the day before the sun comes up, I miss out. The manna was available to the children of Israel in the morning but when the sun rose in the sky, the manna would melt (Exodus 16:21). I’m not trying to be legalistic. But, as a brother, I’m saying it really works to cry out to the Lord before you begin your day.

I find that if I whisper my prayers silently, my mind tends to wander. But when I pray out loud—even as I walk through my neighborhood—I find something wonderful happens: I get direction for the day in a very practical and real way. It seems that every great man and woman of God throughout both Scripture and history developed a morning discipline.

Psalm 5:3 (b)
 

…O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.

Notice that David didn’t say he would direct the Lord, but that he would direct his prayer to the Lord. When I give directions to the Lord, I become the Lord and He becomes my servant. But when I simply direct my prayer to the Lord, look up, and wait to see what He’ll say and do, I’m in the posture of true prayer.

Psalm 5:4
 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.

“You’re not foolish or capricious, Lord. You want the best,” David declares.

Psalm 5:5
 

The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.

The foolish things within me will fall away as I direct my prayer to the Lord and wait on Him at the beginning of the day.

Psalm 5:6
 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.

When my son, Peter-John, was one year old, I watched as he was intrigued by something in the pasture surrounding our house. Upon closer inspection, I saw that what he was looking at was a big rattlesnake. I first grabbed Peter-John, and then grabbed a shovel and dealt with the snake. Was this mean? No. I had a family to protect. The Lord is also justified in dealing decisively with those who seek to poison and harm others, just as He is justified in dealing decisively with those tendencies within me.

Psalm 5:7–10
 

But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face. For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee.

Oh, how I pray that those things within me that are rebellious, deceptive, deceitful, and sinful would be cast out and destroyed. “Lord, I’m calling out to You this morning to set me free of that which is defiling and contrary to Your beauty and glory.”

Psalm 5:11, 12
 

But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.

Work on the temple was at a standstill. “Shout ‘Grace’ unto the cornerstone,” the prophet Zechariah said (see Zechariah 4:7). Maybe you feel like there are walls surrounding you—emotions that can’t be expressed, relationships that are strained. Perhaps the Lord would say to you, “I want you to quit moaning and pouting and choose instead to rejoice and to shout ‘Grace.’ ” I have done this many a time—just shouted out loud, “Lord, grace unto this. I believe You for this.” And I’ve watched walls come down.

Here, David says, “I want to be one who rejoices in You, Lord, because You have never failed to defend me.”

Psalm 6
 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David.

As we have noted, for every sigh, there is a psalm, and the passage before us is one such psalm. That is, it’s one of the seven penitential psalms, one of the psalms that expresses sorrow for sin, a cry of repentance, a plea for forgiveness. Although we know this psalm was written by David, the circumstances are uncertain. Some believe it comes out of the adulterous affair he had with Bathsheba followed by the murder of her husband, Uriah.

The rabbis, however, teach that it was penned by David when he was in the Philistine city of Gath. Determined to destroy David, we read that Saul chased him like a bird (1 Samuel 26:20). Unable to find sanctuary in an Israelite city, David ultimately made his way to Gath and offered his services to Achish, the king. Each day when David would leave the city to do battle, Achish thought he was doing battle against the Israelites. In reality, he was waging war against the enemies of Israel. Although the people of Israel no doubt had written David off at this point, that didn’t stop him from writing down his praise to God. That is, even though he may not have been where he ought to have been geographically, this psalm shows that he was still in communion with God spiritually.

I believe there’s a lesson in this for you and me. That is, even though we have a tendency to write people off, the Lord says, “I’m working in and through them. I’m not finished with them—not by a long shot.”

Psalm 6:1, 2 (a)
 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak…

David didn’t pray, “Lord, give me what I deserve.” No, he said, “Lord, give me mercy.”

That’s always the way to call on the Lord. “Lord, have mercy upon me—not because I’m so together, not because my devotional life is so intense or so consistent, not because of my zealousness or my faithfulness—but simply because I’m weak and I need You desperately.”

Psalm 6:2 (b)–4
 

…O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed. My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long? Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies’ sake.

Bone-tired and heavy of soul, David longs to once again feel the presence of the Lord in his life. Others, no doubt, had given up on him. But the Lord was simply waiting for David to seek Him once again.

Psalm 6:5
 

For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?

Either due to possible physical affliction or to his awareness that the Philistines could turn on him at any moment, David feels he’s on the verge of death.

Psalm 6:6, 7
 

I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies.

Commenting on this psalm, C. H. Spurgeon said that tears are liquid prayers that need no interpretation. I like that!

Psalm 6:8, 9
 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping. The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer.

In verse 3, David had asked how long it would be before the Lord heard his prayer. But as he poured out his heart to the Lord, evidently a breakthrough took place within his soul that caused him to now say, “The Lord has indeed heard me and will receive my prayer.” I have found the same thing happens to anyone who does what David did and what Jesus instructed us to do: to keep asking, to keep seeking, to keep knocking (see Matthew 7:7).

Psalm 6:10
 

Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly.

Sometimes, like David, we can feel bone-weary, aware of our own compromises, frailties, weakness, and sin. But David didn’t stop there. He prayed with perseverance. He prayed until he sensed the presence and blessing of God.

I think of Elijah on Mount Carmel. With a simple prayer that only took fifteen seconds at most to pray, he called down fire from heaven. Following that, he prayed not for fire but rain. Now, it seems to me that praying for rain to fall would be easier than praying for fire. But this time, Elijah put his head between his knees as he prayed. Why? Because that was the position of birthing. In other words, sometimes our prayers are answered quickly, but there are other times we must labor in prayer.

“Cast your care upon Him, for He careth for you,” Peter declared (see 1 Peter 5:7). The Greek word translated “cast” literally means “to roll.” The problem is, I roll my cares upon God and feel better. But when they roll back my way again, my cares, anxiety, and stress return. So I roll them back on Him. Then, after a day or two, my care returns. Why does this happen? I suggest it is for the same reason I like to play catch with my son, Ben.

“Ball” was Ben’s first word—and ever since then, he’s loved every sport with a ball. I’ve played catch with him ever since he was a little guy, not because I like to play catch, but because I like to be with Ben. Sometimes that’s how it is in prayer. We roll our cares on God and He rolls them back to us so that we can roll them back to Him. Why? Because He likes spending time with us. And sometimes, it seems the only time we touch base with Him is when we “play catch.”

Psalm 7
 

Shiggaion of David, which he sang unto the Lord, concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite.

Psalm 7 has been called “the psalm of the slandered saint.” It’s a shiggaion, or literally “a loud cry.” Although we don’t know who Cush was, we know he was someone who lied to Saul about David.

Psalm 7:1, 2
 

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me: Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver.

David likens this slander to the attack of the lion. I find this interesting because Peter said our adversary, the devil, goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). How does Satan devour us? One of his chief methods is through slander as he accuses us constantly. “You’re a failure,” he roars in our ears. “God has given up on you.”

Psalm 7:3, 4
 

O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands; If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:)

Running for his life, David took refuge in the cave of Adullam. When Saul unknowingly took a nap in the same cave, David’s men told him it was his opportunity to lop off Saul’s head. David didn’t follow their advice. Instead, he cut off a piece of Saul’s garment simply to prove that he could have indeed taken Saul’s life. As he did this, however, Scripture records that his heart smote him. “I shouldn’t have touched the Lord’s anointed,” he said (1 Samuel 24:5, 6).

In this, we see that, even though he had been anointed by Samuel to be king, David recognized Saul as God’s anointed instrument to make him a godly man. In due season, God would deal with Saul. In due season, David would ascend to the throne. But at this point, Saul had a role to play in David’s development.

I suggest the same is true of the boss, the parent, or the teacher you’re tempted to slander. Wise is the man who realizes that in God’s economy, everyone around him has a role to play—making him a different person than he would otherwise be. On three occasions, Saul threw spears at David. But David didn’t fire back.

When a man is the instrument of the enemy, he will take every opportunity to throw a spear, to make his point. Saul was such a man. David, on the other hand, was anointed by God. He didn’t fire back, and God protected him.

Psalm 7:5
 

Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. Selah.

Again, David declares his innocence in this matter. “If I’m in error, let me be destroyed,” he says.

Psalm 7:6, 7
 

Arise, O LORD, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded. So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for their sakes therefore return thou on high.

“The people of the congregation are watching, Lord,” David says, “Do what only You can do.”

Psalm 7:8
 

The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me.

David isn’t claiming to be sinless. But he’s claiming to be innocent of the accusation hurled against him.

Psalm 7:9–11
 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins. My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.

In the face of accusation, condemnation, and slander, David says, “My defense is God. He is the only One who judges righteously.” David experienced seasons of sin, many points of weakness, numerable failures, yet he had something I desire very much in my life. He had a heart that loved God deeply, fervently, and constantly. Thus, he knew God was able to sort things out and make every situation right.

What is our defense to be when Satan slanders us either internally or through the mouths of others? If you seek to defend yourself, you’re a fool because once you start defending yourself, you’ll never stop. It will become your full-time occupation and will keep you from ever doing anything significant for God. When Satan accuses and condemns us, Jesus is our defense Lawyer who says, “The penalty has been paid. The blood has been shed.”

Hearing that, the Father says, “Case dismissed for lack of evidence because so potent is the blood of My Son that it cleanses every sin.”

Psalm 7:12, 13
 

If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.

If the slanderer is not going to turn around, he’ll be dealt with severely.

Psalm 7:14–16
 

Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate.

It’s a guarantee that, sooner or later, the slanderer will reap what he sows. He’ll fall into his own pit. It might take a month, a year, ten years or twenty. But eventually, he’ll fall. Be not deceived. God is not mocked. That which a man sows, that shall he also reap (Galatians 6:7).

Psalm 7:17
 

I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.

The solution to slander is to sing a song of praise. David is being attacked. What does he do? Rather than getting sore about the situation, he soars above the situation by praising God.

Psalm 8
 

To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David.

This psalm was probably written by David when he was a shepherd. The gittith was an instrument that was actually used in Gath. So David could have either picked up this instrument there, or perhaps he invented it when he was there. Either way, he brought out of Gath, a Philistine city, an instrument that he used to praise the God of Israel.

Psalm 8:1
 

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

As a shepherd, David would no doubt have had many opportunities to lie on the hillside and look up at the stars above. Perhaps it was this that led him to the inevitable conclusion that the stars do indeed declare the glory of God.

Our universe is quite large, gang. If the distance between the sun and our earth, ninety-three million miles, was represented by the thickness of one sheet of paper, you would need a stack of paper seventy-one feet high to represent the distance between earth and the nearest star, Alpha Centauri. But to represent the distance between earth and the edge of the Milky Way galaxy, you would need a stack of paper three hundred ten miles high. That would be a short stack, however, compared to the thirty-million-mile-high stack of paper you would need to represent the distance from earth to the edge of the known universe.

What’s beyond the universe? The Word declares it’s the glory of God—the chabod, the weight, the substance. It’s what people crave, and we get to explore it throughout eternity.

Psalm 8:2
 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength,” or, literally, “hast thou perfected praise.” In Matthew 21, as Jesus healed the lepers and caused blind eyes to be opened, multitudes praised Him. Then He cleansed the temple.

“This is out of order,” the religious leaders said.

“Haven’t you read that out of the mouth of children, God has ordained strength?” Jesus asked, no doubt alluding to the verse before us. “Don’t you understand that, rather than being a place where moneychangers rip people off, this place is to be a place where praise ascends, where prayer is offered, where people are helped?”

Or hast thou perfect praise. Jesus quoted this verse in Matthew 21:16. When He was in the temple, He cleansed the temple of those who were ripping the people off. He chased out the moneychangers. He healed the lepers. He caused blind eyes to be opened. As wondrous works were being done, the little children began to praise the Lord. Hosanna! Hosanna! The religious leaders said, “This is out of order.” Jesus said, “Haven’t you read that out of the mouth of babes and sucklings have you ordained strength, there is perfect praise? Haven’t you read that that’s what this place is to be continually where praise ascends, prayer is offered, people helped, and power expressed?”

Psalm 8:3
 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;

If the sun were hollowed out, one million three hundred thousand earths could fit inside. But the sun is small compared to the star, Anteres, because if Anteres were hollow, it could hold sixty-four million suns. Anteres, however, is nothing compared to the star, Hercules, which, if hollow, could hold one hundred million Anteres. Yet the star, Epsilon, dwarfs Anteres, for if it were hollow, it could hold three million Hercules.

The amount of power needed to put such massive bodies in motion would be incalculable. Yet here, David says it was mere finger play for God. What was the work that required God’s arms rather than merely His fingers? The work He did when His arms were pinned to the Cross as He bore the sins of mankind for you and for me. In other words, the work of creation was kid’s stuff in comparison to the work of redemption.

Psalm 8:4
 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

Considering the greatness of God and the awesomeness of His creation, it would be logical to think that mankind wouldn’t matter to God, but the fact that God visited humanity in the person of Jesus Christ gives us dignity.

Who does a person visit? When someone is sick, people come and visit. If someone is new to the neighborhood, neighbors come and visit. If someone is in prison, he is able to see visitors during visiting hours. That’s what the Lord did with us. He visited us. Great is the mystery that God became a man (1 Timothy 3:16). Why? Because we were imprisoned by our sin. We were sick, depraved, and headed for hell. We were the new kid on the block, so to speak. So the Lord came to visit us, to say, “I love you.”

Psalm 8:5
 

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

Because of Jesus, man not only has dignity, but destiny—for, although we’re made lower than the angels, 1 Corinthians 6:3 tells us that one day, we’re going to judge the angels.

Psalm 8:6–8
 

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

In addition to dignity and destiny, we’re given dominion. That is, all the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea are all to be under the dominion of man. The idea isn’t so much that we’ll conquer nature, but that we’ll be in harmony with nature and that nature will respond to us.

Psalm 8:9
 

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

Man has dignity, destiny, and dominion—and yet there is a dilemma, for we don’t experience these things presently. Why?

But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus… Hebrews 2:6–9 (a)


Jesus came bearing the very dignity of God Himself. His destiny was heaven itself. And His dominion over nature was demonstrated when the beasts were at peace with Him (Mark 1:13), the water supported Him (Matthew 14:26), and the wind subsided at His command (Mark 4:39). We’re not yet what we’re going to be, gang. But we can see our destiny when we look at Jesus—for when we see Him, we shall be like Him. What a happy day that will be!

Psalm 9
 

To the chief Musician upon Muthlabben, A Psalm of David.

Muthlabben means “death of the son.” Psalm 9 is a psalm of conquest, believed to be written in response to David’s victory over the death of the Philistines’ favorite son, Goliath.

Psalm 9:1–3
 

I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence.

Just as there is a way to praise God half-heartedly, there is a way to praise Him wholeheartedly, fully engaged in worship. David chose to do the latter. So did Mary.

Breaking the alabaster box, she anointed Jesus with costly perfume and wiped His feet with her hair (Mark 14). When everyone left, Jesus bore the fragrance of the perfume, and so did Mary. It would no doubt linger for days. The disciples, on the other hand, retained the fragrance while they were in the house. But when they left, it wasn’t theirs. Have you ever left church and, by the time you were halfway home, realized the fragrance was gone? You felt blessed to be there, but you lost it on the way home. Why? Because, like the disciples, you were taking in what someone else was offering. Mary was the one who broke the box, gave the gift, and wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair. Mary was wholeheartedly involved. While the others smelled the fragrance, only Mary retained it when she left the room.

The challenge for us is to be like Mary, to be like David, to worship with a whole heart, with passion and fervency, with sincerity and intensity.

Psalm 9:4, 5
 

For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right. Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever.

Notice that the word “thou” appears five times in these two verses. It’s easy to begin to take credit for what God does for us. But David didn’t do this. “Lord,” he prayed, “it’s You. You did this. You’re the victor. It’s not what I did. It’s all about You.”

Jesus said we’re to let our light so shine that men may see our good works and glorify our Father (Matthew 5:16). Without exception, whenever He did a miracle, Scripture records that the people glorified God. In other words, Jesus did His work in such a way that people glorified His Father.

Psalm 9:6–8
 

O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them. But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment. And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.

It’s no wonder that in heaven, the cry is, “Righteous and true are Your judgments, O Lord”—for whatever He does will always prove to be perfectly righteous and completely true.

Psalm 9:9–11
 

The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings.

Sing out and tell the people what God has done! It’s important that we share testimonies, how prayer is being answered, how victories are being won. I have an obligation not only to receive blessing, but to release testimony that others might be encouraged.

Psalm 9:12–14
 

When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble. Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death: That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation.

If there’s nothing else to be thankful for, praise the Lord you’re not going to hell! We’re saved—from the penalty of sin, from the power of sin, and eventually from the very presence of sin. Hallelujah!

Psalm 9:15, 16
 

The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.

Higgaion means “meditate.” Selah means “Stop and think about it.” David uses these words to emphasize the fact that, if we are involved in wickedness, it will always catch up with us.

Psalm 9:17–20
 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever. Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight. Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.

This one who had been given victory over Goliath asks God to deal with all of his enemies. And in due time, He will.

Psalm 10
 

Most commentators believe Psalm 10 is an extension of Psalm 9.

Psalm 10:1
 

Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?

David experienced great victory. But now he’s wondering where the Lord is when there are still problems to be solved.

Psalm 10:2
 

The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined.

David prayed that the wicked would themselves be caught in the evil traps they set for others.

Psalm 10:3–6
 

For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth. The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts. His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity.

The wicked man who seems to be prospering says, “I’ve got my bases covered. I’ll never be in adversity. I’ve got life insurance and health insurance, car insurance, and homeowner’s insurance.” But does he have fire insurance? That’s the real question!

Psalm 10:7–13
 

His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity. He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages: in the secret places doth he murder the innocent: his eyes are privily set against the poor. He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net. He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may fall by his strong ones. He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it. Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up thine hand: forget not the humble. Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it.

The wicked err greatly when they mistake the longsuffering of God for impotence, apathy, or worst of all, for approval.

Psalm 10:14
 

Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the helper of the fatherless.

“The poor and disenfranchised look to You, Lord,” David prays. And how comforting it is to realize that the God of the universe never takes His eyes off them.

Psalm 10:15, 16
 

Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: seek out his wickedness till thou find none. The LORD is King for ever and ever: the heathen are perished out of his land.

This prayer of David’s is mine as well. “Break the arm of the wicked man within me, Lord. Where there is a part of me that thinks You don’t take notice, wherever there is wickedness in my heart, break its arm and deal with it. Deal radically with whatever is not right within me. Rule over me, Lord, and send that which is heathen within me into exile.”

Psalm 10:17, 18
 

LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear: To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more oppress.

David began saying, “Lord, where are You? Why can’t I seem to make contact with You? Why are You allowing the wicked to do so well?” He begins with a question, but ends with a solution which is the result of spending time in prayer. He poured out his complaint to the Lord, talked things over with the Lord, and came to a conclusion about the Lord.

I have found that one of the most beautiful benefits of prayer is that, in the midst of conversing with the Lord, I receive answers, understanding, and solutions that would never have come had I not gotten on my knees to seek His face. The psalmist was troubled and perplexed. But in the presence of the Lord, he was reminded that the Lord would indeed deal with the situation perfectly. We look forward to the day when things are right on this earth. In the meantime, our prayer is that the Lord would rule and reign in our hearts.

Psalm 11
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

The eleventh psalm expresses faith’s response to fear’s advice. Facing difficult days, David was given carnal, cowardly advice. Psalm 11 is his response…

Psalm 11:1–3
 

In the LORD put I my trust: How say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain? For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart. If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

Most commentators agree that the setting for this psalm is found in 1 Samuel 21 and knowing Saul was out to get him, David made his way to where the tabernacle was pitched in Nob. “I’m here on a secret errand for Saul,” David lied. “I had to leave so quickly that I didn’t have time to gather supplies. Do you have any bread?”

“There are five loaves of consecrated bread you can have,” Ahimelech, the priest, answered. “And you can take the sword of Goliath, as well.”

So with bread and sword in hand, David went his way.

It just so happened that, overhearing the conversation was Doeg, Saul’s chief herdsman. “I saw David at Nob,” he said to Saul. “And I saw Ahimelech give him supplies.”

Incensed, Saul called for Ahimelech and the priests.

“How could you supply my enemy?” Saul asked.

“I didn’t know he was your enemy. He told me you sent him,” Ahimelech answered.

But so enraged was Saul that he ordered his guards to kill Ahimelech and all of the priests. When the guards refused, Doeg unsheathed his sword and killed Ahimelech and the eighty-five priests with him.

Word came to David that he should leave the country and hide from Saul’s wrath. But instead of looking around at the trouble surrounding him, David decided to look up to the only One who could save him…

Psalm 11:4
 

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD’s throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.

David understood that neither Saul nor what had taken place at Nob was the issue. The only issue was that God was on the throne and in control.

Psalm 11:5, 6
 

The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.

After looking up and seeing that God was on the throne, David looked ahead and saw that God would deal not only with Saul but with all those who do wickedly.

Psalm 11:7
 

For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.

The Lord loves the righteous. Therefore, because we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21), there is no need for us to fear anything if we simply look up and look ahead.

Psalm 12
 

To the chief Musician upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 12:1 (a)
 

Help, LORD…

That’s a good prayer right there! The strength of a prayer rather than its length is what matters (Matthew 6:7, 8). When Peter found himself going underwater, he prayed a prayer of three words: “Lord, save me.” And the Lord responded by reaching out His hand and plopping Peter back in the boat (Matthew 14:30, 31).

Psalm 12:1 (b)
 

…for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men.

God is not so much looking for men and women of faith as He is looking for faithful men and women. If you’re faithful in the little things—in morning prayer, in daily Bible study, in your desire to know the Lord better each day—you will gain spiritual strength over the long haul that will give you stability over the years and decades.

Psalm 12:2–4
 

They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things: Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us?

There are those who choose to get out of whatever difficult situation they’re in through clever speech, flattery, deceit, and lies.

Even in the church today, there are those who say we can overcome anything through the words we speak. “We’ll determine what’s best for us,” they say. “We’ll make a positive confession. After all it was because God said, ‘Let there be light,’ that there was light.” What the proponents of “positive confession” fail to realize, however, is that there was light not because God said, “Let there be light.” There was light because God said, “Let there be light.”

Sometimes we treat God like a genie or like the fairy godmother who was at the anniversary party of a sixty-year-old couple celebrating their thirty-fifth anniversary.

“Congratulations,” the fairy godmother said. “I’m going to give you each one wish. What would you like?”

“I would like to go on a world cruise,” the wife answered.

Poof! Tickets were in her hand.

“What would you like?” she said, turning to the man.

Pulling the fairy godmother aside, he said, “Frankly, I would like to be married to a woman thirty years younger than I am.”

Poof! He became ninety.

We ask for the dumbest stuff. And the Lord loves us enough to say, “I’m not going to honor that request because you don’t understand what you’re asking for.” I’m so glad we serve a God who can’t be ordered around. I’m so glad our Father loves us too much to grant our petitions if He sees they will be harmful to us.

Psalm 12:5
 

For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him.

Who huffs and puffs at us? Satan. He accuses us night and day (Revelation 12:10). But, because we are in Christ Jesus, he is unable to blow us away.

Psalm 12:6
 

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

In contrast to the flattery of man, the words of the Lord are pure and refined, neither empty nor arrogant.

Psalm 12:7, 8
 

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted.

Even though the wicked walk on every side and the vilest men are exalted, the fact is that the Word of the Lord will stand.

Highly esteemed philosopher, Voltaire, said: “In twenty years, Christianity will be no more. My single hand shall destroy the edifice it took twelve apostles to rear.” Twenty years later, the house in which he penned those words was purchased by the Geneva Bible Society and was used to publish and distribute the Word of God. Voltaire was exalted for a season, but he faded away. Not so the Word of the Lord. It remains this day and will remain throughout eternity.

Psalm 13
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 13:1–6
 

How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved. But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me.

In six verses, David goes from a sigh to a song, from the blues to being blessed. Why? Simply because he prayed. Feeling forsaken and forgotten, he prays. And by the time he’s done, the Lord has met him.

I think sometimes we believe the lie from the enemy that says, “It can’t be that simple. It will take many months of prayer to break through and get victory over my depression, over my addiction, over my situation.” But I suggest this psalm tells us differently. In no more time than it takes to pen these six verses, David finds release, relief, and victory. In other words, it doesn’t take as much as we think.

“Don’t think you’ll be heard because of your much speaking,” Jesus said (Matthew 6:7). And, as if to underscore this, the model prayer He gave His disciples was only sixty-five words long (Matthew 6:9–13).

About a year and a half later, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Lord, teach us to pray.” No doubt they were thinking the first model prayer He gave was fine for beginners. But now that they had walked with Him, they could handle something more complex. What did Jesus do? He gave them the same prayer He had given them earlier but shortened it to fifty-eight words (Luke 11:2–4). The disciples were no doubt expecting volumes. I suggest it was with a twinkle in His eye that the Lord said, “It’s simpler than you think.”

Like David, I have discovered that, no matter how overwhelming the situation, if I’ll just pull away and pray, the Lord meets me. He really, truly does. Talk to the Lord. Question Him. Be honest with Him. And you’ll find that the Lord will meet you. The old adage that prayer changes things is true. But the real thing prayer changes is us.

Psalm 14
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 14:1 (a)
 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.…

In the original text, the phrase, “there is,” is in italics. This means that this verse originally read: “The fool hath said in his heart ‘No, God.’ ” And that’s the real issue. The person who claims to be an atheist or an agnostic does so not because of intellectual struggle but because of rebellion—not wanting God to rule over him or her. So they come up with foolish theories to rid themselves of their accountability to God. Romans 1:22–25 says those who profess themselves to be wise have suppressed the truth. In other words, they know the truth, but willingly exchanged it for a lie.

Psalm 14:1 (b)–3 (a)
 

…They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy…

When I see what God says about all of humanity, it makes me deal with my fellow man realistically. That is, it makes me see my own need for salvation and to relate to other people with compassion. The pressure is off when we realize what God says about all of mankind. Realizing we’re all lost frees me from judging or analyzing and allows me instead to embrace and love.

Psalm 14:3 (b)
 

…there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Paul reaches back to this verse and quotes it in his epistle to the Romans (3:12). There’s not a good one in the bunch. But God so loved us that even when we were sinners, He sent His Son, Christ Jesus to die in our place that we might be washed in His blood, robed in His righteousness, born again. Amazing love.

Psalm 14:4–7
 

Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous. Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Those who prey on God’s people and deny the existence of the Lord, those who go their way purposefully saying, “No, God,” will have their day. But there’s coming a day when the Lord Jesus will truly rule and reign from Jerusalem. At that time, the arrogant man will be put in his place and things will, at last, be right. What a grand and glorious day it will be!

Psalm 15
 

A Psalm of David.

The situation here deals with the time when David brought the ark of the covenant back from Kirjath-jearim. You see, the ark had been captured by the Philistines and placed in their temple to Dagon. Ultimately, the ark made its way back to Israel and was kept at Kirjath-jearim for a season until David brought it back to his capital city, Jerusalem.

Psalm 15:1
 

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

As the ark is being transferred, David asks, “Lord, who can come into Your presence?”

Psalm 15:2, 3
 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

The Hebrew word translated “taketh up” literally means “receive.” In other words, a righteous man is one who doesn’t listen to gossip. If I give ear to gossip, I am just as guilty as the one speaking it.

Psalm 15:4
 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.

The righteous man honors those who are in awe of God. He gives his word and is a man of integrity.

Psalm 15:5
 

He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

In this short psalm, David has boiled the six hundred thirteen Old Testament commandments down to a list of eleven. Later on, Micah will reduce the list to three: to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God (6:8). But when Jesus comes on the scene, He’ll make it simpler still, for, when asked which is the greatest commandment, He said,

…Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Matthew 22:37 (b)–40


Jesus boils it all down to one: love. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Love your neighbor as yourself. Love God above you in heaven. Love people around you on earth. This forms the shape of a cross upon which hang all the law and the prophets.

Psalm 16
 

Michtam of David.

Michtam means “golden” and/or “hidden.” I suggest both meanings are applicable here because hidden in this psalm is a goldmine of meaning concerning something far bigger than David’s own situation. Applying this psalm to Jesus, Peter quoted verses 8 through 11 in the sermon he gave on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:25–28). Paul would also apply a verse of this passage (verse 10) to Jesus as a prophecy of His Resurrection (Acts 13:35).

I believe the setting of this psalm is the Garden of Gethsemane, for I believe it tells us what our Lord was thinking the night before He was crucified…

Psalm 16:1
 

Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.

Luke tells us that the night before His Crucifixion, Jesus prayed so passionately that the capillaries in His face burst open (22:44).

Psalm 16:2
 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;

“My goodness extendeth not to thee” or literally, “My goodness is nothing apart from You,” Jesus prayed, echoing His statement in John 5:30 that He could of His own self do nothing.

Psalm 16:3–5
 

But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight. Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips. The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

In the garden, Jesus would pray, “Father, if it be possible, take this cup of suffering which is about to come My way. Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done” (see Luke 22:42). That which caused our Lord to be filled with so much anguish that He bled from His face was the knowledge that, for a time, He would be out of fellowship with His Father.

What causes consternation, anguish, and fear within me? Is it that I might be out of touch with the Father? May that be my greatest concern.

Psalm 16:6
 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

What is Jesus’ “goodly heritage?” Us. We are His inheritance. We are His treasure. Looking at us, I can’t help but think we’re somewhat of a booby prize. Not the Lord. Scripture says it was for the joy set before Him that He endured the Cross (Hebrews 12:2). What joy? You and me. The Lord looks at us and sees a goodly heritage.

Psalm 16:7
 

I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.

Jesus seemed to pray a lot in the night season (Matthew 14:23; Luke 6:12). When you wake up in the middle of the night, try using it as an opportunity to be instructed by the Lord and to hear from Him.

Psalm 16:8, 9 (a)
 

I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth…

As Jesus prayed, He knew the Father was as close as His right hand.

Psalm 16:9 (b), 10
 

…my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

“As I drink of this cup, I know You’ll not leave Me in the grave,” Jesus prayed. This, of course, points to the Resurrection.

Psalm 16:11
 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

If verse 10 speaks of the Resurrection, verse 11 speaks of the Ascension—of Jesus’ glorious return to fullness of joy, to pleasures forevermore, to heaven.

Psalm 17
 

A Prayer of David.

Psalm 17 is the first psalm explicitly called a prayer in the psalter. In it, David argues his case before the Lord in prayer in order that his request might be granted. This is a good way to pray. When I present my case to the Father in prayer by saying, “Here’s what You said in Your Word…” or, “Here’s what I know to be true about You…” it’s not that I’m trying to persuade a reluctant Father but that I’m stimulating faith within my own soul. Here, David argues his case, and in so doing, I know his own faith is being stimulated, just as yours will be.

Psalm 17:1
 

Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.

“Lord,” David prays, “Listen to me. Hear my plea. My prayer is not empty words, but from my heart.”

Psalm 17:2, 3 (a)
 

Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal. Thou has proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night…

“In the dark times, Lord, You’ve tested me,” David prays. “You’ve come my way.”

When you wake up in the middle of the night or can’t get to sleep at all, you have a choice to make. You can either say, “Hmmm. Must be time for some cherry pie,” or you can say, “Maybe the Lord is visiting me right now.” If you slip out of your bed, go into another room, and talk to the Lord, you’ll be absolutely amazed at how He’ll bless, encourage, and minister to you. The Lord is a night-time visitor. But if you choose to watch television instead of responding to His call, He’ll call less frequently.

Psalm 17:3 (b)
 

…thou has tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.

“You’ve tried me, Lord, and You’ll find no fault in me. Listen to me because I’m righteous,” David prays.

Wait a minute, David. Even at this point you’re already guilty of lying. You jeopardized the life of your own wife, Michal, when you snuck out the window and allowed her to lie for you (1 Samuel 19). And what about Ahimelech? Your lies to him resulted not only in his death, but in the deaths of eighty-five other priests (1 Samuel 21, 22).

There are glaring inconsistencies in David’s life, so how could he have the audacity to say he was faultless? I suggest the solution is quite simple. That is, although David had problems and failures, he was nonetheless a man after God’s own heart. He loved God passionately. He pursued God’s heart, not so much to get something from His hand, but to look into His face. And because David sought the face of the Lord, like Noah, he found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8). What is grace? Unmerited, undeserved, unearned favor. I believe David had a firm grasp on where he stood positionally because he understood grace. Therefore, he made his arguments not upon a denial of his present sins but upon a realization of his positional standing.

Psalm 17:4
 

Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.

The old adage is true: This Book will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from this Book. The Word of God is powerful. Jesus showed this to be true when He beat back the temptations of the devil. Quoting Scripture concerning each temptation that came His way, Jesus unsheathed the Sword, used the Word, and Satan, the destroyer, fled (Matthew 4).

Psalm 17:5–8 (a)
 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. Keep me as the apple of the eye…

Scripture records that, even in the “waste howling wilderness,” God kept Jacob as the apple of His eye (Deuteronomy 32:10). Here, David asks that Jacob’s protection be extended to him. The apple of the eye is the pupil. We are told that the reflex that covers the eye is the quickest reflex in the body. When there’s danger coming toward your face, your eye will close in 1/10,000th of a second. And the speed with which your eyelid closes to protect your eye is the speed with which the Lord protects His children.

Psalm 17:8 (b)
 

…hide me under the shadow of thy wings,

Sometimes even one ten-thousandth of a second seems too slow. But that’s not true…

For the LORD’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. Deuteronomy 32:9, 10


An eagle makes a massive nest; eggs are laid; and Ernie eaglet is born. Hatching out of his egg, Ernie enjoys the grand view. Day by day, he grows bigger until one day, Mama Eagle jars the nest and Ernie is knocked out. Squawking and frantically flapping his little wings, Ernie thinks he’s dying as he falls, falls, falls hundreds of feet, headed for certain destruction on the rocks below. But right then, Mama swoops down, catches Ernie on her wings, and puts him back in the nest. No sooner does Ernie calm down than Mama jostles the nest again. Angry and upset, Ernie falls again. And, again, right before certain death, Mama is there, bearing him on her wings. The process is repeated until something happens—until instead of being sore, Ernie begins to soar.

“I’m not going to let you hit bottom,” the Lord says to us. “But I will tip your nest from time to time because I want to teach you to fly.”

Psalm 17:9–12
 

From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about. They are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly. They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth; Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

“I’m under attack,” David says, “like prey stalked by a lion” or, as Peter would tell us, by the devil who seeks to devour (1 Peter 5:8).

Psalm 17:13
 

Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword:

The sword, of course, is a reference to the Word (Hebrews 4:12). The key is to be in the Word and in touch with the Lord because it is as we hear what He says and make His Word the basis for our prayer that our soul is delivered.

Psalm 17:14
 

From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.

“Deliver me, Lord, from the evil men who appear to be prospering, from worldly men who would seek to seduce me with all of their riches and success stories.”

Psalm 17:15
 

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.

A little boy struggled to uproot a huge weed. Finally, with a mighty tug, he was victorious.

“That was a mighty big tug,” said a man, observing the scene.

“Yeah,” said the little boy. “It’s pretty tough when the whole world is pulling against you.”

That’s what happens with us. There’s a whole world pulling against us. The world system pulls against us. The enemy goes about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour us. Our sin nature continually plagues us. When will we be free of this? When will we be truly satisfied? Not until we awake in the likeness of the Lord.

“When we see Him, we shall be like Him,” John tells us (see 1 John 3:2).

“When I see You, I’ll be satisfied,” David says. “In the meantime, Lord, protect me. Keep me as the apple of Your eye. Hide me under the shadow of Your wings. See me through.”

Psalm 18
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord, who spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul: And he said,

This psalm is first seen in 2 Samuel 22, when David was at the end of his life. Thinking about how God had given him victory over Saul, the rebellion of Absalom, and enemies on every side, David sings of God’s faithfulness. In 2 Samuel, this psalm appears as a record of history. Here, it provides a picture of prophecy, for Paul would apply it to Jesus Christ (see verse 49 and Romans 15:9). In verse 50, we read of the “anointed one.” There were three groups of people who received the anointing of oil: prophets, priests, and kings. Jesus is, of course, the King of kings, our Great High Priest, and the perfect Prophet. In this single psalm, we see the rejected Prophet in verses 1 through 19, the reigning Priest in verses 20 through 31, and, finally, the returning King in verses 32 through 50.

Psalm 18:1–3
 

I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

Here, we see Jesus trusting in His Father before we will see Him travail upon the Cross. “You are My high tower,” He says. “I’m safe in You. I get perspective from You.” And the same is available to us. We might be surrounded by confusion and questions, but when we get away and seek the Lord, suddenly we see things clearly.

Psalm 18:4–6
 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.

Here, we sense the heart, the tension, the distress of Jesus as He cried out to His Father from the Cross. Surrounded by the hordes of hell, spat upon by men of the earth, Jesus endured the agony for you and me.

Psalm 18:7, 8
 

Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.

As Jesus hung on the Cross, all of nature convulsed when it saw mankind murder its Maker. The earth quaked. The rocks split. The graves opened.

Psalm 18:9–11
 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

As Jesus hung on the Cross, the sky became frighteningly dark as the Father came down. Did He come to save His Son? No, He came to smite Him. Why? For my sins. Jesus didn’t just die for the sins of the world generically. No, He died for each of my sins individually and specifically. Thus, the suffering of our Lord far exceeds anything we can understand this side of heaven.

Psalm 18:12–15
 

At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire. The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them. Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

The God we serve is a terrible God in the King James sense of the word. That is, He is majestic, awesome, and more powerful than we can possibly imagine. Sometimes I think we subconsciously think of God as being so busy with other people or situations that we get lost in the shuffle, or so old from being around since eternity past that He’s no longer able to handle the situation we face. I encourage you to reconsider your God as you read this psalm.

Psalm 18:16–19
 

He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me. They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay. He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

After seeing Jesus trusting in the Father in verses 1 through 3 and travailing on the Cross in verses 4 through 15, here we see Him triumphing over the tomb. He was delivered because the Father delighted in Him. As seen in verses 20 through 31, He was delivered to become the reigning Priest…

Psalm 18:20–24
 

The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me. For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God. For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me. I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity. Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight.

Here, we see the reigning Priest’s authority, proved by His resurrection from the dead…

Once each year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the high priest would exchange his splendid robes, mitre, and breastplate for plain linen garments. Then he would go into the temple, through the veil, into the Holy of Holies, where the ark of the covenant stood. After sprinkling blood from a previously offered sacrifice on the mercy seat, which was covered by two cherubim, he would emerge from the Holy of Holies to the crowd anxiously awaiting outside and proclaim that they were forgiven. This would be followed by a glorious celebration.

Sometimes, however, the priest himself was not worthy to enter the Holy of Holies. He was not cleansed properly, not as prepared as he ought to have been. According to historian Alfred Edersheim, on four occasions, the priest died in the Holy of Holies. For this reason, the high priest would attach a rope to his ankle so that, if he died, the people could pull him out without risking their own lives.

The stage is set. The Great High Priest has died on the Cross. He’s in the holy place, behind a veil of sorts, a tomb for a curtain. He’s lying on a blood-splattered slab of a “mercy seat,” wrapped in linen, surrounded by two angels. The question is: Did His offering take? Was Jesus acceptable? Did His work satisfy the Father? For three days, the question remained unanswered, until Easter morning when He would emerge. Yes, the offering took. Yes, His work was acceptable. And we are forgiven—eternal praise be to Him!

Psalm 18:25–27
 

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.

I believe the conversation we’re listening in on here is between the Father and the Son. After seeing our Great High Priest’s authority, we see His activity, for here He intercedes for you and me.

Psalm 18:28–31
 

For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness. For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall. As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him. For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?

Here, we see our Great High Priest’s ability. Philippians 2 tells us that when He came to earth, Jesus became like you and me yet without sin. This means that the miracles He did were all done in the power of the Holy Spirit as He depended on His Father. In so doing, He is our example, for He shows us how our own lives would look if we chose to be empowered by the Spirit and dependent upon the Father.

Psalm 18:32–42
 

It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon my high places. He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great. Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip. I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were consumed. I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet. For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me. They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not. Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets.

Here, we see the Lord coming—not as the Suffering Servant but as the conquering King. When He comes again, He’ll come as a Man of war…

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Revelation 19:11–16


The Lord is coming not only to conquer the enemy but to establish His kingdom. Things will be right. There will be justice and equity, peace and prosperity. And not only will He reclaim the kingdom for His Father, but He will rule with His Father…

Psalm 18:43–48
 

Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the heathen: a people whom I have not known shall serve me. As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me. The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places. The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted. It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me. He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man.

After reclaiming the kingdom for God, here we see Jesus reigning with God.

Psalm 18:49, 50
 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name. Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore.

Paul quotes this passage in Romans 15:9. The rejoicing will take place in the kingdom on that day. The King of kings will be ruling. He’s on the way!

Psalm 19
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 19:1
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

No doubt this psalm of David was inspired when, as a shepherd in Bethlehem, he looked up at the skies overhead and heard the silent sermon of the stars. Psalm 19 tells us that the reality of God can be understood in two ways: through God’s creation and through His commandments.

Psalm 19:2–4 (a)
 

Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.…

Every culture, every people, every situation has a missionary, for the heavens declare the glory of God, the greatness of the Creator.

Psalm 19:4 (b)–6
 

…In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

After talking about the glories seen in nature, David talks about the supernatural revelation seen in the Word.

Psalm 19:7 (a)
 

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul…

The Law of the Lord is perfect—but I’m not. I need to be converted. I need to be saved. The Law is a schoolmaster, Paul would say, to show us our sinful condition and that we’re in need of salvation (Galatians 3:24, 25).

Psalm 19:7 (b)
 

…the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

The Word of God never is out of date. There are no changes, no addenda to His plan.

Psalm 19:8
 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

When my kids were little, we had a three-foot wading pool in the backyard. After all the neighborhood kids came for a swim, the water would be so cloudy that I couldn’t even see the bottom. So I would empty it out, patch the holes and fill it up. Then it would be crystal clear once again. That’s what the Word does. It’s pure and allows us to get to the bottom of things, to see clearly.

Psalm 19:9
 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

The brass laver in the tabernacle was made from the looking glasses the women brought out of Egypt. Thus, the laver revealed the priests’ need to be cleansed as they looked in. But it also brought about the cleansing as they dipped their hands therein. That’s what the Word does. It reveals my sin, but it also removes sin as it shows me the blood that was shed and the way I am to walk as I depend on God.

“How shall a young man cleanse his way?” the psalmist will ask. “By taking heed to the Word” (see Psalm 119:9). “Thy Word have I hid in my heart,” he will declare, “that I might not sin against Thee” (Psalm 119:105).

We are washed, Paul declares, by the water of the Word (Ephesians 5:26).

“Now you are clean,” Jesus said, “through the Word”—the testimony, the statutes, the commandment, the judgments—“I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3).

Psalm 19:10, 11
 

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

It is not in hearing or in knowing the judgments of the Lord that there is great reward. It is in keeping them that there is great reward.

Psalm 19:12, 13
 

Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.

“Lord, show me my faults,” David prays. “Don’t let me get away with either deliberate sins or secret sins.”

Psalm 19:14
 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.

“Cause my meditation in Your Word and my meditation about You to be acceptable in Your sight in order that I might have fellowship and intimacy with You.” Oh, that this prayer of David’s would be ours.

Psalm 20
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

This psalm, written by David, is a psalm by a king for a king, very possibly written either for his own coronation or for his son, Solomon’s coronation. It’s an invocation, a prayer, that God’s blessing might be upon the king.

Psalm 20:1
 

The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee;

The word, Israel, means “Governed by God.” The word, Jacob, on the other hand means “Heel Snatcher.” Therefore, when you read about the God of Israel in the Old Testament, the reference is to the nation when it was obedient to God. When you read about the God of Jacob, the reference is to the nation when it was following its sinful tendencies. Thus, David’s prayer is, “May the Lord hear you even when you’re not doing as well as you ought.”

Psalm 20:2–4
 

Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion; Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; Selah. Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel.

The prayer here is that the king might be helped even in time of struggle.

Psalm 20:5–7
 

We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions. Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.

“Know that it’s not by your horses, chariots, tanks, or bombers; know that it’s not by your technology, ingenuity, or strategy that you will be delivered. May the Lord hear your prayers, for He is the only One who can see you through.”





Psalm 20:8, 9
 

They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright. Save, LORD: let the king hear us when we call.

“Let the king hear us when we call,” David prayed.

And may the King of kings hear us when we call.

Psalm 21
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 21 is connected with Psalm 20, for it also deals with the king, not in coronation but in celebration. It can be looked at in three ways: It can be looked at historically as it deals with David’s own life. It can be looked at prophetically as it speaks of a Greater than David, the Son of David, Jesus Christ. Finally, it can be looked at personally and practically as it relates to you and me, for the Bible says that, as believers, we are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).

Psalm 21:1 (a)
 

The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD…

This refers, of course, to the Kings of kings, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 21:1 (b), 2 (a)
 

…and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! Thou hast given him his heart’s desire…

What is Jesus’ heart’s desire? In John 17, He prayed,

…Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17:1 (b)–3


In other words, the desire of the King of kings is that you might know Him. In Psalm 20:4, we read, “May the Lord grant the king according to his heart.” Here, the Lord has given Him His heart’s desire.

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desire of your heart.” This is the great thing about being a believer. This is how the Lord works in guiding and directing us. He writes His will upon the table of our hearts. Jeremiah calls it the new covenant (31:31). Paul says it’s God working in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).

If you’re delighting in the Lord and staying connected to Him, He will give you the desires of your heart because those desires will be from Him. That’s the way He directs and guides.

Psalm 21:2 (b)
 

…and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah.

God puts desires in my heart, but I still have the responsibility to pray, to ask for those things stirring within me. “You have not because you ask not,” James plainly says (4:2).

“Ask and it shall be given. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it shall be opened to you,” Jesus said (Matthew 7:7). The verb tense is literally “Keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking.” Why? Because in the very act of prayer, our desires are adjusted.

“Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,” Jesus prayed. “Nevertheless, not My will but Thine be done,” He added, committing Himself to obey His Father no matter the cost (Luke 22:42).

Psalm 21:3 (a)
 

For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness…

“For thou preventest—or precedest—him with the blessing of goodness.” The king celebrates what the Lord has done in going before Him with the blessing of goodness.

We serve a God who neither sends us out alone nor hides behind us. We serve a God who, throughout Scripture, goes before His people…

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. Deuteronomy 31:7, 8


Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. Isaiah 45:1–3


But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. Matthew 26:32


Psalm 21:3 (b)
 

…thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head.

According to 1 Corinthians 9:25, 2 Timothy 4:8, James 1:12, and 1 Peter 5:4, among other references, there are crowns available to you and to me. These crowns are all about God’s grace. After all, it is He who opens up the opportunity to serve Him, He who gives us the power to do what He’s opened up for us, He who does it through us. He does the whole thing. Then He gives us the reward, the crown. Amazing! No wonder we’ll cast them at His feet (Revelation 4:10).

Psalm 21:4
 

He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever.

“Whosoever believeth in me shall never die,” Jesus declared (John 11:26). We are going to live forever, gang. Our last breath on earth will simply bring us to our first breath in heaven. This isn’t hyperbole. It’s reality. If you’re not happy about anything else today, rejoice in the fact that you’re saved and you’re going to heaven.

Psalm 21:5–7
 

His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him. For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance. For the king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved.

The king continues his celebration, saying, “I’m not going to be moved because I trust in You and Your mercy toward me, Lord.”

Stability is always found in understanding the mercy of our Master, in having a grasp on grace. It’s not about how we’re doing but about what He’s done. The price has been paid. The work is complete. Therefore, I can come boldly before His throne of grace that I might find mercy and grace to help in my time of need (see Hebrews 4:16).

Psalm 21:8, 9
 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.

Here, the king goes on to say, “Lord, You will bring about victory. You’ll search out and destroy the enemies that come against me.”

The same thing is true for us today. Our Lord, who allows us to come before His throne, who blessed us by making us a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), will also search out the enemies that lurk within us to the degree that we give Him access.

Psalm 21:10–13
 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men. For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform. Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them. Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power.

When Jesus came into Jerusalem, Matthew tells us He saw a fig tree and desired to eat from it. But, finding no fruit on it, He cursed it. When the disciples saw it, they said, “How soon is the fig tree withered away!”

Jesus answered and said, “If you have faith and doubt not, you shall not only do this, but you can move mountains. All things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive” (Matthew 21:19–22).

What does this mean? I usually think of faith exclusively in terms of acquiring. But Jesus is saying in this passage that faith is also about removing—in this case, removing fruitlessness. The only time He ever did a miracle of destruction was to destroy that which was fruitless and unproductive.

If you know of a part of your life that is unproductive—a part others might not even know about—the Lord would speak to your heart and say, “Have faith. You need not give another thought to that which is unfruitful, unproductive, or not pleasing to Me. Just believe that I can remove it from your life.”

The problem might seem mountainous to you. But on the basis of Matthew 21, all you need to do is say, “Search me, Lord. I pray that those things that are fruitless would be removed from my life”—and they will be, leaving you to praise His name and exalt His power.

Psalm 22
 

To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar, A Psalm of David.

Aijeleth Shahar literally means “the dawning of the day.” And this psalm was meant to do just that: to give light in the dark. Hanging on the Cross of Calvary, with the sky dark overhead, Jesus quoted a portion of this psalm to give people light.

Psalm 22:1
 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?

Jesus’ agony in the Garden of Gethsemane is explained by the cry of this psalm. You see, what our Lord feared was not physical suffering but separation from His Father.

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. Isaiah 59:2


Sin causes separation. Romans 6:23 says the wages of sin is death. What is death? Physically, it is separation of the body from the soul—separation of the body from the mind and emotions. But there’s a spiritual death that takes place when the soul is separated from the spirit—when the mind and emotions are separated from the real you, the eternal you. When does that happen? At birth. Spiritually, we are born dead. Our soul is alive. Our body is alive. But our spirit is born dead. We are born sinners. That’s why Jesus said, “You must be born again” (John 3:7).

What brings us to life? The understanding that our sins, which separate us from God, were transferred to Jesus as He hung on Calvary’s Cross. If I believe that Jesus died for my sin, paid for my mistakes, I am alive once more. As Jesus hung on the Cross, He quoted this verse to say that, because He was separated from His Father, I wouldn’t have to be separated from Him any longer.

But I believe there’s something else here. You see, the rabbis had a tradition of quoting the first half of a passage, expecting their students to go home and do their homework by reading the entire passage. In quoting this verse, I believe Jesus was calling His disciples to go home and do their homework—to turn to Psalm 22, for in Psalm 22, crucifixion is perfectly described eight hundred years before it was invented. Thus, He was not only expressing the emotional shock of separation from His Father, but at the same time was instructing those who heard Him to read the Scriptures, to understand that He was the fulfillment of Scripture, that He was their Messiah.

Psalm 22:2 (a)
 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not…

Why didn’t God hear? Sin (Isaiah 59:2). Not Jesus’ sin, for He was sinless. But He who knew no sin became sin that we might be made the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). And as He did, the Father turned away.

Psalm 22:2 (b)
 

…and in the night season, and am not silent.

Jesus was crucified in the morning, but it became a night season at noon, when darkness covered the face of the earth from 12:00 noon to 3:00 P.M.

Psalm 22:3
 

But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

This is the answer to verse 2. It was God’s holiness that caused Him to turn His back.

Psalm 22:4, 5
 

Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.

Even as Jesus was feeling the wrath of the Father which should have been poured out on us, He not only affirmed God’s character, but confirmed His care—that He did deliver those who cried to Him, that He did come through for those who trusted in Him.

Psalm 22:6
 

But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

The Hebrew word translated “worm” is tolaith. In Hebrew, tolaith is used for both “worm” and “scarlet” because the tolaith was the worm from which red dye was extracted. The tolaith would reproduce by fastening itself to the limb of a tree, dying in the process of bearing its young. The young would then eat the body of the worm, leaving a small scarlet spot on the limb of the tree. After approximately three days, the crimson spot would dry, turn white, and flake off like snow. “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow,” Isaiah declared (1:18), and the word he used was tolaith.

Great is the mystery that God became a man (1 Timothy 3:16). But greater still is the mystery that the Man became a Lamb and the Lamb became a worm to save you and me.

Psalm 22:7, 8
 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

Matthew 27 declares this is exactly what happened as Jesus hung on the Cross. “He saved others,” the scribes said, “but Himself He cannot save.” At last, the scribes were right in admitting that Jesus saved others. But they were wrong in saying He couldn’t save Himself. He could have turned the Roman nails that held His hands and feet into thunderbolts and hurled them at the crowd below. He could have called on 10,000 angels to take Him from the tree (Matthew 26:53). But He didn’t save Himself because He chose instead to save you and me.

Psalm 22:9, 10
 

But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother’s belly.

Jesus evidently realized who He was long before the age of twelve when He confounded the scribes with His knowledge (Luke 2:46, 47). On the basis of this passage, it would seem as though He understood who He was from the very beginning just as John did, as evidenced by his leaping in his mother’s womb when Mary, carrying Jesus, came into his presence (Luke 1:41).

Psalm 22:11
 

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.

With the exception of John, all the disciples had split as Jesus hung on the Cross.

Psalm 22:12, 13
 

Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.

Worshiped by the Canaanites, the bulls of Bashan in Gilead represented demonic entities. Therefore, I believe that, as He hung on the Cross, Jesus was not only surrounded by people who mocked but by demons who also jeered and taunted.

How little we understand of what took place on the Cross. Could it be that if your worship is dry right now, it’s because you haven’t taken a trip to Calvary and remembered what Jesus did for you? He purchased your salvation, even with the bulls of Bashan cursing and taunting.

Psalm 22:14 (a)
 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint…

When a person was crucified, the nails in the wrists caused pain to shoot through the arms and shoulders into the chest muscle. Paralysis followed, rendering breathing virtually impossible. The only way a crucified victim could breathe was to put pressure on the nail in his feet and straighten his legs, thereby forcing air into his lungs. That is why, when the Romans wanted to hasten death, they broke the victim’s legs.

The pain and convulsing would actually cause the shoulder joints to become dislocated. During a game of tackle basketball in high school—a game I invented much to my own hurt—I took a hit that caused my shoulder to pop out. It was unbelievably painful. Therefore, I can’t fathom, can’t imagine, cannot even begin to comprehend what our Lord was feeling physically let alone spiritually as the bulls of Bashan, the hordes of hell, the spittle of mankind, and the wrath of the Father were hurled upon Him. This isn’t just a story, gang. This is reality. This is what our King did for us.

Psalm 22:14 (b)
 

…my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.

When the soldiers came to Jesus to break His legs and hasten His death, the next day being a holy day, they were surprised to find He had already dismissed His Spirit. When they jammed a spear in His side just to make sure He was really dead, water and blood flowed forth. Physically, this would indicate that His heart literally exploded. Spiritually, the water and blood would become the symbols of the two sacraments we celebrate: baptism and communion.

Psalm 22:15
 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.

After spending forty days in the wilderness without food, Jesus began His ministry hungry (Matthew 4:2). He ended His ministry thirsty (John 19:28). The Creator of every babbling brook and rushing river in the world was Himself dehydrated.

Psalm 22:16
 

For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

In David’s day, the death penalty was carried out by stoning. Here, however, reference is made to hands and feet being pierced—exactly what would transpire in crucifixion.

Psalm 22:17
 

I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.

“I may tell all my bones,” or, “My bones are all identifiable.” According to Exodus 12:46, not a single bone of the Passover Lamb was to be broken. Here, we read that not a single bone of the Lamb of God was to be broken. Because blood is produced in the bone, I believe a picture is being painted through which the Father says, “I want nothing to imply in any way that there is a limit to My blood.”

Where sin abounds, grace abounds more (Romans 5:20). No matter where you’ve been, no matter what you’ve done, the blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient to cleanse you.

Psalm 22:18
 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

While the soldiers divided Jesus’ garments, they gambled for His robe. Even this seemingly small detail was prophesied.

Psalm 22:19–21 (a)
 

But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. Save me from the lion’s mouth…

“Deliver my darling, or only one, from the sword of God’s wrath and from being overpowered by the dog, the lion, Satan,” David prays.

“If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,” Jesus prayed (Matthew 26:39).

Psalm 22:21 (b)
 

…for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.

Some commentators believe the unicorn refers to the rhinoceros; others to the oryx; still others to Gentiles. This much is sure: God heard David’s prayers and delivered him.

Psalm 22:22, 23
 

I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.

Here in verse 22, prayer turns into praise, for now it’s not about crucifixion, but about resurrection as the sob of our Savior becomes a song of salvation.

Psalm 22:24–29
 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard. My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him. The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the LORD’s: and he is the governor among the nations. All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul.

Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Romans 14:11). Does that mean everyone will be saved? No. Everyone will admit that Jesus is Lord, but you’ve got to do it in this life to make it into heaven. If you wait until you see Him, it will be too late.

Psalm 22:30, 31 (a)
 

A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born…

“They shall declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be born.” Guess who that people is. It’s us.

Psalm 22:31 (b)
 

…that he hath done this.

The Hebrew word translated “hath done this” is one word: Asah, used one other time in Scripture…

And Huram made the pots, and the shovels, and the basons. And Huram finished the work that he was to make for king Solomon for the house of God; 2 Chronicles 4:11


Here, the word, Asah, is translated “finished.” Huram was hired by Solomon to help furnish the temple and he finished the work he was hired to do. Just as Huram finished work on Solomon’s temple, Jesus finished the work necessary to fashion us into a temple of living stones (1 Peter 2:5).

And after finishing the work, what does Jesus do? As seen in the next psalm, after giving His life, He leads us in ours…

Psalm 23
 

A Psalm of David.

The Bible doesn’t compare us to strong lions, swift antelopes, or clever snakes. No, the Bible likens us to sheep, which are known primarily for their stupidity. “All we like sheep have gone astray,” Isaiah declares (53:6). Sheep are clueless. They go astray. They wander off. They have been known to wander over cliffs, one after another to their destruction. They’re not only clueless, but so defenseless that they have been known to be beaten back by squirrels.

We, like sheep, desperately need to be shepherded. And the psalm before us speaks to that issue. We have a Shepherd—the greatest Shepherd there could ever be: the Lord Himself.

Some point to verse 4 and suggest David wrote this psalm at the end of his life. Others point to verse 5 and suggest he wrote it during the time his son, Absalom, launched a rebellion against him, for in 2 Samuel 17, we read that there were those who had compassion on David and brought him a banquet in the wilderness. I, however, think David wrote this psalm when he was a young man watching his father’s flock on the hills of Bethlehem.

Whether he was in his closing scene, a troubled king, or just a teen, we do know David wrote this psalm and that it speaks to us in a uniquely wonderful way.

Psalm 23:1
 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want,” or, “I shall not lack,” or, “I want for nothing.” What a fantastic privilege is ours to be able to say, “I’m a dumb sheep who goes astray, who follows other sheep over cliffs, who is cornered by squirrels, but the Lord Himself is my Shepherd. Therefore, I lack nothing.”

“No good thing will He withhold from them that love Him,” the psalmist declares (Psalm 84:11). If you feel you’re lacking something, know that it is not good for you at this point. Otherwise, your Shepherd would give it to you.

Psalm 23:2 (a)
 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures…

Sheep get so rattled and skittish that oftentimes the shepherd must come and apply gentle but firm pressure to make them lie down. As sheep, we need to be made to lie down as well. How does our Shepherd do this? Sometimes through sickness. Sometimes, it’s when we’re in bed on our backs that we look up and find that, as we fellowship with Him once again, we’re in the pasture in which we need to be. Other times, our Shepherd uses setbacks to get us to lie down. Other times, it’s solitude. Whether you lose your job or your girlfriend breaks up with you, it could be that the Lord is gently but firmly making you lie down and seek Him once more.

Psalm 23:2 (b)
 

…he leadeth me beside the still waters.

“If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. And out of his innermost being shall gush forth torrents of living water” (see John 7:37, 38). That’s our Shepherd. Whenever I feel thirsty, it’s often indicative that I’m drinking from the old wells, looking to the old things to provide satisfaction. But when I drink of Jesus Christ, I am satisfied.

Psalm 23:3 (a)
 

He restoreth my soul…

“He restoreth”—or literally, brings back—“my soul.” The soul is made up of the mind and emotions. Who is the Restorer of the soul? Only Jesus. My mind and emotions can be so scattered that only the Lord can pull them back together.

If your soul is hurting, could it be that, although you find it easy to pour out your troubles to other people, your eyes dry when it comes to praying and seeking the Lord? How long has it been since you’ve cried out to your Shepherd? The Lord alone knows how to restore the soul. David understood this.

Psalm 23:3 (b)
 

…he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Left to themselves, sheep will always walk on the same path. They cover the same ground until the grass is eaten and trampled. There can be a green pasture nearby, but they are too dumb to recognize it. So it’s up to the shepherd to lead them to new pastures. We’re that way. We get in ruts and feel comfortable in our routines. So what does our Shepherd do? He goes before us for His name’s sake and opens up the right paths.

Psalm 23:4 (a)
 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me…

Leading his sheep into new pastures, the shepherd will sometimes take them through deep ravines and dark valleys. But notice that he doesn’t leave them in the valley. He takes them through.

Psalm 23:4 (b)
 

…thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

The rod was a stick or club the shepherd would use to ward off attacking animals. I think of another shepherd—Moses—who also used a rod very effectively. With Pharaoh’s army bearing down upon him, Moses was told to take the rod and to strike the water. The Red Sea parted and the flock of God was ushered through safely (Exodus 14:16). The staff was a long rod with a hook at one end that the shepherd used to pull straying sheep back to the flock. In other words, the rod was used for protection, the staff for communion. And that is why they are both a comfort.

Psalm 23:5 (a)
 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies…

Our Shepherd doesn’t remove us from our enemies. Instead, He prepares a table in the midst of them. You can be attacked all week, wavering and wondering about your faith. But when you come to the Lord’s Table, you’re refreshed. In the presence of my enemies—when Satan is condemning me, when I’m aware of my own failure and shortcomings—I come to the Lord’s Table and remember once again that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses me from all sin.

Psalm 23:5 (b)
 

…thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

A shepherd anoints the heads of his flock with oil for two reasons. First, it is to keep the bugs and ticks out of the ears and eyes of the sheep. Secondly, it is to deflect the blows of bigger sheep who butt heads. Throughout Scripture, oil is a symbol, a type, a picture of the Holy Spirit.

What’s “bugging” you? Are you “ticked off?” Are you irritated? If so, does it manifest itself in you butting your head against other sisters and brothers? Whenever we feel bugged or irritated, what we need is a fresh outpouring of the Spirit upon our lives. Jesus said, “If you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Ghost to them that ask?” (see Matthew 7:11). Ask the Lord to anoint your head in a fresh way.

Psalm 23:6 (a)
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life…

Wrath and judgment don’t follow us. Goodness and mercy do. C. H. Spurgeon calls goodness and mercy God’s footmen. In his day, people would ride in coaches through the streets of London. On the back were two footmen who would open the door when the coach stopped. They would put their own coats down if necessary to make sure things were correct. That’s what goodness and mercy are—goodness for our steps and mercy for our stumbles as we journey toward heaven.

Psalm 23:6 (b)
 

…and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

David didn’t hope he would dwell in the house of the Lord forever. He knew he would. The Bible declares it to be so (Job 19:25, 26) and David knew it to be true.

Psalm 24
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 22 deals with the Cross and Psalm 23 with the crook. Here, Psalm 24 will deal with the crown. Psalm 22 deals with Jesus’ death and Psalm 23 with His life. Here, Psalm 24 will deal with His return for us. In Psalm 22, we see the Good Shepherd who laid down His life (John 10:11) and in Psalm 23, the Great Shepherd who guides us in this present life (Hebrews 13:20). Here in Psalm 24, we’ll see the Chief Shepherd who is coming back for us (1 Peter 5:4).

Psalm 24:1, 2
 

The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.

Following temple liturgy, a certain psalm was sung every day of the week. On Monday, Psalm 48 was sung by the temple choir. On Tuesday, Psalm 82. On Wednesday, Psalm 94. On Thursday, Psalm 81. On Friday, Psalm 93. On Saturday, Psalm 92. And on Sunday, this majestic psalm before us that deals with the coming King was sung. Thus, this song would have been sung on the first day of the week as Jesus triumphed over the tomb.

Psalm 24:3–5
 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

Who truly has pure hands and a pure heart? Only Jesus. That’s why He could rise again. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), but, because He never sinned, death couldn’t hold Him.

Psalm 24:6, 7
 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

The call goes out to open up the gates, and I suggest to you that the picture here is of the gates of heaven—opened to welcome Jesus home.

Psalm 24:8
 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

Who is the King of glory? The very One who won the victory on the Cross of Calvary.

Psalm 24:9, 10
 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.

Why is the call to open the gates repeated? Because I suggest that between verses 8 and 9, two thousand years pass. You see, the first time the call went out, Jesus came as a victory. He came by Himself. The second time, however, He’ll come with an army—you and me (Jude 14). He who ascended into heaven and is currently preparing a place for us will descend in the clouds one day and we will be caught up (1 Thessalonians 4:17). We’ll meet Him in the clouds and He’ll take us to heaven. Oh, glorious day!

Psalm 25
 

A Psalm of David.

Although we don’t know for certain when David penned this psalm, the rabbis believe it was written when David was fleeing from Absalom, his rebellious son.

Psalm 25:1–3 (a)
 

Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed…

In going through this trial, David’s first request was that he be not ashamed. Looking back, I can see that whenever I have been ashamed, it’s always the result of a lack of hope. Paul said the same thing…

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed… Romans 5:3–5 (a)


When you’re in the middle of a trial, you often have no choice but just to wait it out as patiently as you can. As you do, you gain experience, seeing that the Lord will never leave you. This experience gives you the hope that God will be with you in whatever lies ahead. Knowing this, you don’t have to embarrass yourself by attempting to manipulate situations. Instead, you can be at absolute peace knowing God is in absolute control.

David is in tribulation and knows that he will have to go through it, gain experience from it, and glean hope from it that he might not be ashamed.

Psalm 25:3 (b)–5
 

…let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

What does it mean to wait on the Lord? Think of a waiter in a restaurant, there to serve the guests. We are to say, “I’m here to serve You, Lord, with the sacrifice of praise. I’m here to spend time with You. I’m here to love You.” Waiting on the Lord doesn’t mean sitting idly, wondering when He’s going to show up. It means you’re waiting on Him to no less degree than a devoted waiter would do.

Psalm 25:6, 7
 

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, O LORD.

As David fled from Absalom, a man named Shimei threw dirt and rocks at him, calling him a bloody man, no doubt in reference to his murder of Uriah. Perhaps reminded of that, David humbly says, “Remember not the sins of my youth.” David’s men wanted to lop his head off.

As a younger man, David said, “Judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness and integrity” (see Psalm 7:8). Here, however, with an older, wiser, more mature heart, he asks not for the Lord’s judgment, but for His mercy.

Psalm 25:8–11
 

Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. For thy name’s sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.

“Pardon my iniquity for thy name’s sake for it is great,” David prays. To what does “it” refer—the name of the Lord or David’s iniquity? I suggest it refers to both. The Lord’s name is obviously great. But as he flees the city, David realizes that the rebellion and adultery which infect his family are the repercussions of his own iniquity.

Psalm 25:12–14 (a)
 

What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him…

So often we ask the Lord what His heart is, and then think we have the option of deciding whether or not we want to go His way. God is not obligated to share His secrets with us if we are not committed to obeying the directions He gives. The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, with those who are in awe of Him, with those who are determined to obey. It is the man who says, “Lord, You are my God. You are my King. And what You tell me to do, by Your grace and with Your help, I am determined to do,” who will know His will.

Sometimes people say they’re not being directed by the Lord, that they don’t know what His will is for them. And sometimes we need to say, “Have you obeyed the last thing He told you to do?” You see, I have found that He won’t allow my spiritual “in-box” to pile up. He only gives me one assignment at a time. And when I do that, He gives me the next thing to do. When we do the last thing God told us to do is when we’ll be told the next thing we need to do.

Psalm 25:14 (b)
 

…and he will shew them his covenant.

In Colossians 1:27, Paul talks about the mystery of the new covenant, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Jesus Christ lives in our hearts by His Spirit. And He’s the One who will direct us as He writes upon our hearts the things we ought to do. I believe David refers to this mystery.

Psalm 25:15
 

Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

As he flees the city, David says, “My eyes are toward You, Lord. You’re the One who will set me free from the snare of the enemy.”

Psalm 25:16–18
 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses. Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.

Regarding his affliction and pain, David asks that God simply look upon it. Regarding his sin, however, he asks that God forgive it. In other words, his standing with the Lord was more important to David than his physical well-being.

Psalm 25:19–22
 

Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.

Even in the midst of his own distress, David broadens the scope of his prayer to include the entire nation of Israel.

Psalm 26
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 26 is most likely related to a three-year famine that took place in Israel under David’s reign.

Psalm 26:1, 2
 

Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide. Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.

In Psalm 25, when David was afflicted, he prayed that the Lord would save the nation (verse 22). In Psalm 26, the nation is afflicted and yet David prays that the Lord would judge him. Most men pray for mercy for themselves and judgment for others. David did just the opposite.

Psalm 26:3–5
 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.

“I will not sit with the wicked,” David says. Is this because he thinks he’s better than them? No, I suggest it’s because he realizes that being around them will affect him.

Psalm 26:6–8
 

I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD: That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.

“I will come to Your altar in order that I can tell Your wondrous works.” I like David’s mindset. He went to the house of the Lord not for what he could get, but for what he could give.

Psalm 26:9–12
 

Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me. My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD.

According to 2 Samuel 21:1, the famine wasn’t due to anything David had done but, rather, to Saul’s slaying of the Gibeonites. You see, four hundred years earlier, Joshua was tricked into signing a treaty with the Gibeonites (Joshua 9). Saul’s action violated this treaty; God took note; and famine followed. What was David to do? He was to make it right with the Gibeonites. They demanded that seven descendants of Saul be hanged. David did just that. And the famine was stopped.

Like David, we need to take responsibility to make things right to whatever degree we can in our own spheres of influence.

Psalm 27
 

A Psalm of David.

If indeed Psalm 26 stems from the story of 2 Samuel 21, the remainder of that chapter is the setting for Psalm 27. In 2 Samuel 21, David was at war with the Philistines. David fought them, but he grew weary. A giant had David down and was about to do him in, but Abishai came to David’s aid and his men forbade him from going to battle lest “the light of Israel” be quenched. So, David, who at this point was approaching seventy years of age, went home and very possibly penned this psalm at that time.

If we listen carefully, we can hear David stubbornly yet beautifully expressing his heart at the time he was told to go home. He didn’t want to give up.

Psalm 27:1 (a)
 

The LORD is my light and my salvation…

“I’m not the light,” David says. “The Lord is.”

Psalm 27:1 (b)
 

…whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

I can see David defiantly singing this psalm in the best sense of the word. “You think I’m too old? You think I’m through? No way,” David says. “The Lord is my strength.”

Psalm 27:2–4
 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

David says, “I’m not afraid of the enemies. The Lord will see me through. And even if I do go down, I’m going up—to heaven, where I long to be. For me to live is Christ and to die is gain,” Paul declared (Philippians 1:21). Here, David expresses the same thing.

The dynamic of David, one of the greatest men of God who has ever lived, was that he was single-hearted. One thing he desired: to behold the beauty of the Lord, to look upon the Lord, to fellowship with the Lord. According to Exodus 33:20 no man can see God and live. That’s the beauty of what David is saying, for, if you are beholding the Lord, your flesh cannot live. “One thing have I desired,” David said, “not material riches, not effective ministry, but simply that I might behold the beauty of the Lord.”

What is the one thing you desire?

Psalm 27:5, 6
 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.

Joy is a sacrifice that brings the Lord delight.

Psalm 27:7, 8
 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.

Here, we see a real secret of David’s life. That is, when the Lord said, “Seek My face,” David didn’t say, “I’ll get right to it, Lord—next Thursday.” No, when the Spirit said, “Seek My face,” David immediately said, “Thy face will I seek.”

Jesus said the Spirit is like the wind. No man knows when it comes or where it goes (John 3:8). When the winds are right, hang-gliding enthusiasts drop whatever they’re doing to take advantage of them because there’s no guarantee the winds will be the same tomorrow. The same is true of the Spirit. When the Lord whispers in your ear, saying, “Spend some time in prayer. Bow before Me. Lift your hands and express your heart to Me. Go for a walk and talk things over with Me”—you need to respond immediately.

Psalm 27:9–13
 

Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

Like David, like you, there have been times in my life when I would have fainted if I didn’t believe in heaven, if I didn’t have a perspective on eternity. Hope—the absolute certainty of coming good—is different from faith. Hope looks to the future.

Psalm 27:14
 

Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

Even as we study the Word, we are waiting on the Lord. And because of that, we will be of good courage. The Lord meets us through His Word. By faith, receive it and believe that He is going to do good things—the best things—in His time.

Psalm 28
 

A Psalm of David.

We don’t know the exact circumstance that caused David to pen this psalm. As many suggest, it could have been written by a young David as he faced Goliath. On the other hand, it might have been written when he was older, facing a civil war as his rebellious son, Absalom, led an insurrection against him. Whatever the case, we do know that it was written in the context of some kind of battle, for the imagery is very vivid…

Psalm 28:1
 

Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.

David not only likens the Lord to a rock, but to his Rock.

The story is told of a woman on her deathbed. “She’s sinking fast,” the doctor told her family. Hearing this, the eyes of this elderly saint opened and sparkled. “I’m not sinking,” she said. “You can’t sink through rock!” Then she closed her eyes and was ushered into heaven.

Psalm 28:2
 

Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.

Throughout Scripture, the lifting of hands is an expression of praise (e.g. Psalm 63:4). Even today, at sporting events, hands are automatically raised when a point is scored. How much more worthy is our King to be extolled, appreciated, exalted?

The lifting of hands is also an expression of surrender. If you’re at the counter of a convenience store and you suddenly feel cold steel pressed into your back, your hands automatically go up. As we lift our hands to Him, it’s as though we say, “Lord, You’ve stolen my heart and I surrender to You completely.”

Lifted hands are an expression of praise, an expression of surrender, and also an expression of prayer. Sometimes, when you’re confused or overwhelmed by a situation, all you can do is lift your hands in exasperation. Here, as David cries to the Lord, he does just that. And he would find himself in good company, for Paul would say, “I would that men everywhere lift up holy hands in prayer” (1 Timothy 2:8).

Psalm 28:3–5
 

Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts. Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert. Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.

David prayed that his enemies would be dealt with severely, and like him, we need to pray with the same passion. The difference between our prayers and his, however, are that our enemies are not human enemies but fleshly tendencies. Therefore, we need to pray, “Lord, do whatever it takes to destroy anything in me that is not like Your Son.”

Psalm 28:6
 

Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications.

After crying to the Lord and asking Him to deal with that which is wicked, David praises the Lord. What a great way to pray. Cry out to the Lord—but before you leave your knees, praise Him for hearing your prayer, for what He has already done, for what He’s going to do. That’s what it means to pray in faith.

Psalm 28:7
 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.

Notice that David didn’t praise the Lord with a song, but with his song. I think it’s good to sing songs that are personal and spontaneous. I do this a lot when I’m alone. A verse of Scripture comes to mind and I’ll sing it out. Or a thought comes to me and I’ll put it to music. Is it recordable? Not to anyone else but my Father.

Paul says we are to speak to ourselves with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19). Do you have a song?

Psalm 28:8 (a)
 

The LORD is their strength…

As your margin may render it, this verse should read, “The Lord is his strength,” referring to the one who trusts in Him (verse 7).

Psalm 28:8 (b)
 

…and he is the saving strength of his anointed.

The phrase, “saving strength,” is literally “strength of salvations.” That is, our salvation is plural. How? The Lord saved us in the past from the penalty of sin when He died on the Cross of Calvary. He’s saving us in the present from the power of sin by living inside us through His Spirit. And He will save us in the future from the presence of sin when He catches us up and takes us with Him to heaven.

Psalm 28:9
 

Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever.

After beginning this psalm by praying, “Help me, Lord,” David ends by praying for the people round about him. If this psalm was indeed written during the days of Absalom’s insurrection, it is telling that the heart of this shepherd-king would be for his flock rather than for himself. It would foreshadow the heart of our Shepherd King, who, at the height of mankind’s insurrection against Him would pray, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

Psalm 29
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 19 must have been composed on a clear night when the stars were shining bright. This psalm, however, seems to have been written when David was observing a storm. I like this because, if it is true, David wrote psalms of praise both for clear skies and stormy days.

Psalm 29:1, 2
 

Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

Give to the Lord the glory due His name. Why? Because His holiness is beautiful. “Holiness” essentially means “wholeness.” There is nothing missing or lacking in God. No sin has eroded Him in any way. That is why the four living creatures in Revelation rest not day or night but cry Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God almighty who was and is and is to come (Revelation 4:8). They’re not programmed to do this. Rather, it’s a natural response to the overwhelming beauty of holiness.

Psalm 29:3, 4
 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

It is in the storm that we so often hear God’s voice. Why? Because it’s then that we cry out to Him. It’s not when days are sunny, but when things are stormy that we find ourselves calling out to the Lord.

“But I don’t seem to hear from Him,” you say.

Are you sure?

Psalm 29:5, 6
 

The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.

As you imagine the thunder rumbling and the trees snapping, you can hear David saying, “That’s the Lord speaking.”

Psalm 29:7
 

The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire.

This is the psalm that was read in the temple on the first day of the Feast of Pentecost. In Acts 2, cloven tongues of fire appeared and the voice of the Lord was heard in a miraculous way when the one hundred and twenty in the Upper Room began to speak in languages they didn’t know.

Psalm 29:8, 9
 

The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.

“And in his temple doth every one speak of his glory,” or literally, “Every part of the temple speaks of His glory.” David likened nature to a temple. With thunder clapping, lightning striking, trees breaking, and winds blowing, it’s as if David said, “This is awesome. I’m in the presence of the Lord. He’s at work.”

Psalm 29:10
 

The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever.

Perhaps the river was rising as David said, “The Lord is not under the flood. He’s on the flood. He’s not in over His head. He’s in control.”

Psalm 29:11
 

The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.

Because His peace is not dependent upon outward circumstances, even in the midst of the storm, the Lord blesses His people with peace.

Psalm 30
 

A Psalm and Song at the dedication of the house of David.

Some say this psalm was written at the time when David dedicated his palace to the Lord. Others suggest it was written when he erected a tabernacle to house the ark of the covenant. You see, when David came into power, he wanted his people to experience the fullness of the glory of God which, in those days, was associated with the ark of the covenant. The problem was that the ark was not in Jerusalem or in Shiloh where the tabernacle had been pitched. After it had been taken into battle many years earlier and captured by the Philistines, it was sent to the little town of Kirjath-jearim (1 Samuel 6, 7).

After David ascended to the throne, he gathered 30,000 men to bring the ark from Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalem. A man named Uzzah drove the cart that carried the ark, while a man named Ahio led the way. Uzzah means “strong.” Ahio means “friendly.” Mr. Strong and Mr. Friendly led the parade of 30,000. As they made their way to Jerusalem, they came to Nachon’s threshing floor. The threshing floor was the place where wheat and chaff were separated. And it was when they were at the place of separation—where the real is separated from the trivial and trite—that the cart hit a bump. Uzzah immediately reached back to stabilize the ark. And as he reached back to give God a hand, God struck him dead. (2 Samuel 6:7).

Upset and greatly grieved, David stashed the ark in the nearby home of Obed-edom and returned to Jerusalem. Three months later, he received the report that the house of Obed-edom and all therein were being blessed. Realizing there was indeed a blessing attached to the ark, David returned to get it. This time, however, there weren’t 30,000 men and a big parade. This time he went back to the Bible, where God declared that the ark was to be carried on the shoulders of the priests (1 Chronicles 15:15). Every six steps, the procession stopped so David could build an altar and offer a sacrifice. Efficiency experts would say that was not the best way to get from the house of Obed-edom to Jerusalem. Efficiency, after all, is doing things right. But God’s not interested in efficiency. He’s interested in effectiveness—and effectiveness is doing the right thing.

What’s the right thing? Six is the number of man, the number of the flesh. Therefore, we need to stop every six steps, every time we feel our flesh well up, and be “altared.” We need to stop every six steps to offer the sacrifice of praise, to confess our sin, and to express our dependency upon the Lord. That may not be efficient. But it’s guaranteed to be effective.

Psalm 30:1
 

I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me.

Praise and worship are acts of the will, something you decide to do. David didn’t say, “I feel like extolling Thee, O, Lord.” He said, “I will extol Thee.” In other words, “I am determined to do this.”

Psalm 30:2
 

O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.

Perhaps Uzzah’s death had taken a toll on David physically as well as emotionally as he struggled to make sense of what God would have him do.

Psalm 30:3, 4
 

O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit. Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.

I’m so thankful God is holy, righteous, and perfect instead of capricious, impatient, and flawed like me.

Psalm 30:5
 

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

The Lord’s anger was indeed felt when He struck Uzzah. But when David got back in the Word, the Lord showed him that there is a new day that dawns for all of us.

Psalm 30:6, 7
 

And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.

Maybe you’re not going through times of tears, but rather a season of success. That’s good, but know it won’t insulate you from the difficulties coming tomorrow. So utilize this time of success to make sure your spirit is stout and your faith is firm.

In Ezra 8, we read that Ezra called the people together to fast and pray. Was there a problem? No. They were journeying toward Jerusalem. But Ezra wisely realized that, even though things were going well, there could easily be problems the next day. So he used the time of prosperity to fast, pray, and prepare.

Psalm 30:8, 9
 

I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made supplication. What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?

In his season of success, David had said, “I’ll never be moved” (verse 6). But, here, in his time of tears, he says, “Lord, what is this about? I just want to die.”

Psalm 30:10, 11 (a)
 

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper. Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing…

David had left Kirjath-jearim bitter and confused. But when he got back into the Word, he became a worshiper once again, and his mourning was turned into dancing.

Psalm 30:11 (b), 12
 

…thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.

Sometimes, just when we think our parade is all in place, the Lord says, “That’s not what’s it all about,” and He brings us back to simplicity. The end result is dancing, rejoicing, and worshiping. The end result is true worship and deep joy.

Psalm 31
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 31:1–3 (a)
 

In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness. Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me. For thou art my rock and my fortress…

David makes many references to the Lord being a rock. It’s no wonder, for Israel is full of rocks.

Proverbs 30 says conies are feeble creatures, yet they have hidden in the rock. A coney, sort of like a rabbit, has no defenses, but has learned to use the rocks for protection. I also am aware of my vulnerabilities and weaknesses. But I also know where my defense is. It’s in the Rock of my salvation, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 31:3 (b)
 

…therefore for thy name’s sake lead me, and guide me.

As His bride—those who bear His name—it is our responsibility not to bring embarrassment or shame to His name.

Psalm 31:4, 5
 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength. Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.

“Into Thy hands I commend My spirit,” Jesus spoke these same words on the Cross before He gave up His Spirit (Luke 23:46).

Psalm 31:6, 7
 

I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD. I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities;

The Lord’s mercy not only brought David comfort but also joy.

Psalm 31:8
 

And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room.

Do you ever feel boxed in by your enemies or by physical or financial limitations? Those constraints are not of the Lord—for, while His path is indeed narrow (Matthew 7:14), His room is large. That is, when we commit to follow His way, the possibilities and resources He provides are limitless (Jeremiah 33:3; Philippians 4:19).

Psalm 31:9–12
 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly. For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed. I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me. I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.

Do you have a neighbor, a friend, or a family member who treats you like a dead man, who has written you off? Don’t think you’re alone. David himself—a dynamic man of God—experienced the same thing.

Psalm 31:13–18
 

For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life. But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God. My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies’ sake. Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave. Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.

Even though others might write you off, ignore you, or slander you, follow David’s example. David trusted in God. And God is all we need.

Psalm 31:19, 20
 

Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.

“Thou shalt hide those that fear Thee,” David declares. “Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings,” he prayed in Psalm 17. God does indeed have the ability to hide His people. Just ask Jeremiah, whom the Lord Himself hid from an angry king Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 36:26).

Psalm 31:21–24
 

Blessed be the LORD: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city. For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee. O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.

Even though, in a moment of doubt, David was unsure that God saw Him, God never took His eyes off David. The result? David was again filled with hope and courage to face whatever was ahead.

Psalm 32
 

A Psalm of David, Maschil.

Psalm 32 was written in the aftermath of David’s sin with Bathsheba and the subsequent murder of her husband, Uriah.

Psalm 32:1, 2
 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

This is such a fantastic truth that Paul plucked it out of the pages of the Old Testament and incorporated it into his glorious epistle to the Romans (4:7, 8). Happy indeed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

There is a difference between transgression and sin. The Greek word for sin means missing the mark. You can be doing your best, but if you miss the bull’s-eye, it’s not good enough. The Bible says all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Jesus said, “Be perfect” (Matthew 5:48). We may try, but we’ve all sinned. Transgression is different. It’s not just missing the mark, but willfully stepping over the line. Transgression is a willful, knowledgeable act of rebellion. David knew he was both a sinner and a transgressor.

Psalm 32:3
 

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.

For a little over nine months following David’s sin, he wasn’t ready to deal with the Lord on the matter. It wasn’t until Nathan the prophet came and declared to David right before the child would be born that there was a poor man in his kingdom who had only one sheep that was dearly loved by his family. A rich man who had guests went to the poor man’s house—and, instead of killing his own sheep, took the poor man’s single little lamb. David was incensed. “That man shall die,” he said.

“Thou art the man,” Nathan replied (2 Samuel 12:7).

Isn’t that the way sin is? We always react most violently to the sins with which we ourselves struggle. On the other hand, it’s amazing how little we judge and how free we are of condemning others when we are right with the Lord. Look at Jesus. With stones in hand, they were ready to do her in. But the only One who had the right to cast a stone looked at her and said, “I don’t accuse you. Go and sin no more” (see John 8:11). The more you’re like Jesus, the less likely you are to throw stones.

Psalm 32:4
 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.

Do you ever feel dry? Do you ever wonder what happened to the flow of the Holy Spirit in your life? Could it be that you are harboring a sin that is causing you to feel like “the drought of summer”? Not all dryness is the result of sin, but much is.

Psalm 32:5
 

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

Notice that David frames his confession in the future tense, but God’s forgiveness in the past tense. In other words, before he even confessed, God forgave. That’s how ready God is to forgive. The only time God is pictured as being in a hurry in the entire Bible is in Luke 15, when the father ran to welcome home the prodigal son.

Psalm 32:6
 

For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him.

God’s judgment will not flow over you or drown you. If you confess your sin, He is faithful and just to forgive you.

Psalm 32:7–10
 

Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.

“Don’t be like the mule or the horse that has to be steered with a bit and bridle,” David says.

“Why is God so brutal?” people sometimes ask—never realizing that it’s because they’re acting like mules.

Psalm 32:11
 

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

Realizing the gravity of his sin, no wonder David declares, “Happy is the man whose sins are forgiven, whose transgressions are not held against him.” That’s us!

Psalm 33
 

Psalm 33:1
 

Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.

The call of this psalm is to praise the Lord, not only for the beauty of the Lord, but for the beauty that will be ours when we praise Him.

Psalm 33:2, 3
 

Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.

The psalmist recruits the voice, the harp, the psaltery, and the ten-stringed instrument to join in a new song of praise.

Psalm 33:4, 5
 

For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth. He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.

The first reasons given to praise God are for His truth, righteousness, and judgment. We have become so accustomed to half-truths, mixed motives, and poor judgment that we can forget to praise God for the sheer beauty of His truth, righteousness, and perfect judgment.

Psalm 33:6–9
 

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.

A second reason to praise God is for His awesome, creative power.

Psalm 33:10–17
 

The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works. There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.

We are to praise God for the purity of His holiness, the power of His creation, and, third, for the perfection of His policies in dealing with individuals, governments, and kingdoms.

Psalm 33:18–22
 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy; To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield. For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy name. Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in thee.

Finally, we are to praise God for His providence, for He alone is what we need.

Psalm 34
 

A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed.

Fleeing from Saul, David found himself in Goliath’s hometown, the city of Gath. Achish, the king—also known as Abimelech—welcomed David. But when the people recognized him as the one who killed their hero, Goliath, David knew he had to leave. So he pretended to be insane. Spittle ran down his beard as he clawed at the gate.

“I don’t need another madman in this city,” Achish said.

So David was released.

At this time of difficulty, a time when he was being hunted by the enemy, shunned by his countrymen, threatened by the Philistines, David penned this psalm of praise…

Psalm 34:1 (a)
 

I will bless the LORD…

Notice David’s determination. He says, “I will bless the LORD.” The word “bless” means “to confer happiness or prosperity upon another.” It’s amazing to think that we actually have the ability to bring happiness and prosperity to the God of the universe. Yet He genuinely enjoys hearing our praise. We are those who have been blessed by the Lord. But we also have the ability to bless Him back.

Psalm 34:1 (b)
 

…at all times…

“I will bless the LORD,” David declared—not just in good times, not just in easy times, but in all times.

“That’s easy for David,” you say. “He was a king in a palace with servants and all of the money he wanted.”

Wait a minute. This psalm was not written under those conditions. In fact, with the king of Israel hunting him and the entire city of Gath suspicious of him, I suggest that not one of us is in a more perilous place than was David when he penned this psalm.

Psalm 34:1 (c)
 

…his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

I’m convinced that one of our Father’s favorite attitudes is that of gratitude because we see story after story where His people ended up in big trouble—bitten by snakes, swallowed by the earth—when they murmured and complained (Numbers 16, 21).

Psalm 34:2
 

My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

C. H. Spurgeon wisely said, “He who praises God for blessings will always have blessings for which to praise God.” One of the reasons I believe David was so blessed was because he purposed in his heart to be one who praised God.

Psalm 34:3
 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

Haven’t you found that, as you come together with believers and bless the Lord, your understanding of Him, your appreciation of Him, your sensitivity to Him is increased? That’s why it’s important to meet together. When the saints come together, the Lord is indeed magnified in a way that doesn’t happen when we’re apart from each other.

Psalm 34:4–7
 

I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.

The angel of the Lord in the Old Testament is a reference to the person of Jesus Christ. In Exodus 23:20, we read that the angel of the Lord was to precede the people and prepare the land for them. How? Hornets would be sent to drive out all of the inhabitants. So too, the angel of the Lord camps round about you and goes before you and clears out the territory God has given to you. How? In a way that you would never dream of, in a way you couldn’t imagine.

Psalm 34:8
 

O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

Notice the order. The tendency is to say, “If I can see it, then I’ll taste it.” But the Lord’s way is to taste it first—then you’ll see it.

Psalm 34:9, 10
 

O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.

This verse doesn’t say saints won’t lack anything. It says they shall not lack any good thing. This is where faith comes in, gang. Faith is not demanding that you get your way. Faith is trusting in the lovingkindness, in the perfect wisdom, in the character of your Father.

Psalm 34:11
 

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

Even though David had lots of trouble on his hands, he still wanted to teach children—just as our Greater than David would say, “Suffer the little children to come unto Me” (Mark 10:14).

Psalm 34:12, 13
 

What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

Here’s how to have a full life: Watch what you say. If you are speaking poison about another, it will burn you in the very process of your spewing it out. David says, “If you want a good life, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking guile or poison.”

Psalm 34:14–18
 

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

When is the time we are most likely to wonder where the Lord is? When our heart is broken. But here, David says that’s exactly when He’s nearest.

Mary went to the tomb and, realizing the body of Jesus wasn’t there, her heart was broken. A man came to her and said, “What seekest thou?”

Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said, “They took away my Lord and I don’t know where they have laid Him.”

“Mary,” the Man said. And she knew it was Jesus.

Why didn’t Mary recognize Jesus initially? Perhaps it was because her eyes were full of tears. Sometimes when our eyes are full of tears, we don’t see the Lord standing right next to us. This is where faith comes in. This is when we must say, “Lord, Your Word says You are near. Even though I don’t see You, on the basis of Your Word, I believe You are near to me even now.”

Psalm 34:19 (a)
 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous…

Many are the afflictions of the righteous. But many are the afflictions of the wicked, as well. Never forget that. Both the believer and the unbeliever have problems, but there’s one big difference. Only the believer has access to the Problem Solver, Jesus Christ. And that is a significant difference indeed.

Psalm 34:19 (b)
 

…but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.

There is a way through afflictions if you’re willing to go through the door the Lord will open for you.

Psalm 34:20
 

He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.

Not only does this refer to the fact that David escaped intact, but to the fact that, centuries later, as the perfect Lamb of God, the Greater than David, Jesus Christ, would not have a bone broken when He was crucified.

Psalm 34:21, 22
 

Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.

The righteous are delivered. The wicked are desolate. And the choice is ours.

Psalm 35
 

A Psalm of David.

Many commentators place this psalm in the period when David had just heard from his friend, Jonathan, that Saul was out to get him but would not have victory over him…

And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand. And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood. And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house. 1 Samuel 23:14–18


Saul was out to get David, while others were gossiping and lying about him. This is our story, too, for we also face a very real adversary who goes about as a roaring lion, wanting to devour and destroy us (1 Peter 5:8).

Here, we see David’s response…

Psalm 35:1
 

Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight against me.

David calls on the Lord to take up the fight. That’s always the wisest thing to do…

Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. Jude 9


When contending with the devil about the body of Moses, even Michael the archangel didn’t dare to rail on the devil directly, but instead said, “The Lord rebuke you.” It’s always wise to keep the Lord between you and the devil.

Psalm 35:2, 3
 

Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.

A spear was hurled in David’s direction time and again by Saul when David was in his court playing the harp. So too, our enemy throws his spear at us time and again—pointing out where we have missed the mark, seeking to pin us to the wall with his accusations. But, in addition to the spear of Saul and the spear of Satan, there is the spear of our Savior that He absorbed in His side when He hung on the Cross and died for our sin.

Psalm 35:4
 

Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt.

“Turn the tables on my enemies, Lord. Cause there to be confusion in their camp,” David prayed. And that’s exactly what we see the Lord do for us. When Satan and his hellish henchmen launch their attacks against us, we can turn the tables because of the Lord’s victory.

As David fled from Saul, he was joined by a group of ragtag renegades. And as these men spent time with David, they became more and more like him. In 2 Samuel 23, we see the story of one of them…

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab: he went down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow: And he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a staff, and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and slew him with his own spear. These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada… 2 Samuel 23:20–22 (a)


After facing down lion-like men and a lion itself, Benaiah slew an Egyptian with the Egyptian’s own spear.

Sometimes people say, “I feel attacked by my own flesh, by the enemy himself, and by the world system all around me. What do I do?”

The best thing to do is what Benaiah did. That is, go on the offensive. Take the weapons of the enemy—the accusations Satan hurls at you—and say, “You’re right. In fact, I’m even worse than you say I am. But Jesus has paid the price for my sin. I’m forgiven and I love Him all the more for it.”

Jesus said that the one who is forgiven much loves much (Luke 7:47). Therefore, turn the tables on the enemy. When he fires his fiery darts in your direction, say, “Satan, every time you fire one of those thoughts in my direction, I want you to know that I’m going to celebrate what God has done on my behalf and intercede for fifteen of my brothers and sisters in order that they will have victory over the very area with which I struggle.” Use Satan’s own spear against him and watch him flee.

Psalm 35:5–7
 

Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them. Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them. For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they have digged for my soul.

Ephesians 6 tells us we wrestle not against flesh and blood. Therefore, we are to realize that, like David, we are to fervently and constantly do battle—not against people but against spiritual principalities and powers through prayer.

Psalm 35:8–10
 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction let him fall. And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation. All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?

Saul laid traps for David. Satan lays traps for us. He has traps and snares and wants to see us brought down. But David says his soul shall be joyful when the enemy himself is destroyed. There will be a day not far away when Satan will be bound for one thousand years—during which time peace and prosperity will fill this planet as Jesus reigns during the Millennium (Revelation 20).

Is your son or daughter breaking your heart? Is your neighbor causing you problems? Is an employer or employee mistreating you? Don’t come down on the person, but see the power that is manipulating that person and go to war in prayer against that power. People are not vicious. They’re victims. And when you see this, you can love even your enemy as Jesus commanded us to do (Luke 6:28).

Psalm 35:11
 

False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.

In David’s case, this would refer to Doeg and others who were lying about him, spreading rumors, bearing false witness (1 Samuel 22).

Bearing false witness is not only telling big whoppers. Bearing false witness can also include giving the right information but with the wrong implication. “He said, ‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will build it again,’ ” false witnesses said of Jesus. While Jesus did indeed say those words, He wasn’t talking about the physical temple, but rather the temple of His own body that would be resurrected after three days (Mark 14:58).

Satan is a false witness because, even though we have committed the sins of which he accuses us, he fails to acknowledge that they are forgiven through the work of Calvary.

Psalm 35:12–14
 

They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul. But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom. I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.

After Peter made his great confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus said, “Blessed are thou, Peter, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this to you, but my Father which is in heaven.” Then Jesus went on to talk about going to Jerusalem, where He would be crucified and rise three days later.

“Not so,” Peter said. “Be it far from Thee.”

And what did Jesus say? He said, “Get thee behind Me, Satan” (Matthew 16:16–23).

I don’t believe Jesus was calling Peter Satan. Rather, I think Jesus was talking directly to Satan, recognizing that it was Satan who was manipulating and deceiving Peter. So too, we need to see people who are cantankerous, bitter, small-minded, and mean-spirited as people who themselves have been victimized by the enemy. The enemy is the enemy, not the person. Anytime I’m fighting against flesh and blood, I’m fighting the wrong battle. Our battle is not with people. It’s with Satan.

Psalm 35:15–18
 

But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together: yea, the abjects gathered themselves together against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased not: With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth. Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling from the lions. I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people.

Even as David cried for deliverance, he praised God in the great congregation. All too often, I’m afraid we’re eager to publish our problems, talk about our trials, and call attention to our burdens. But when the answers come, we’re not as eager to voice the victory.

“I will speak God’s praise in the great congregation that others might grow strong in their faith, that the Father might be pleased with my testimony of praise,” David seemed to say. I suggest that nine out of ten believers never do this. In other words, when God delivers and blesses, ninety percent never acknowledge it. Where do I get this particular figure? From Luke 17. When ten lepers cried, “Have mercy upon me,” Jesus healed all ten. But only one came back to thank and worship the Lord. Only one out of ten made the effort, expended the energy, and publicly acknowledged that Jesus had done something wonderful (Luke 17).

“Go thy way,” Jesus said to him. “Thy faith hath made thee whole.”

Ten were healed of their leprosy. But only one—the one who took the time and made the effort to praise the Lord—was made whole spiritually as well as physically.

Psalm 35:19–21
 

Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause. For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land. Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it.

“Aha! I saw that!” the enemy says as he accuses us day and night (Revelation 12:10).

Psalm 35:22–24 (a)
 

This thou hast seen, O LORD: keep not silence: O Lord, be not far from me. Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, my God and my Lord. Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness…


“Judge me, LORD, not according to my righteousness but according to Thine,” David prays. Gang, we are the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:9). Why? Because He who knew no sin was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). And now we’re robed in His righteousness (Isaiah 61:10). Oh, such grace!

Psalm 35:24 (b)–26
 

…and let them not rejoice over me. Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it: let them not say, We have swallowed him up. Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me.

Let those that bring condemnation—in our case, Satan and his henchmen—be put away.

Psalm 35:27, 28
 

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.

When does our tongue speak of God’s righteousness? It will surely happen in heaven. But Jesus said we are to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). So if that’s happening in heaven, may it also happen in our hearts and homes even today.

Psalm 36
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord.

The phrase, “the servant of the LORD,” is used in an inscription only one other time: in Psalm 18. Psalm 18 was written when Saul had died and David was at last free from his pursuit. This psalm seems to relate to that same period of time.

Psalm 36:1–4
 

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes. For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful. The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good. He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.

David gives us insight into the heart of the wicked. That is, wickedness seems to begin with the absence of the fear of God.

Psalm 36:5–7
 

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.

“O, Jerusalem, O, Jerusalem,” Jesus would cry, “I would gather you under My wings as a mother hen gathers her chicks, but you wouldn’t let Me” (see Luke 13:34). A mother hen gathers her chicks when there’s a fire in the barn. To protect them, she’ll die from the heat, but the chicks will be safe. That is the picture of the Lord and His mercy.

Psalm 36:8
 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

The promise of food and drink calls to the mind the ultimate Table wherein we are satisfied—the Table of Communion.

Psalm 36:9
 

For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

Jesus came not only that we might have life (John 10:10), but that we would be able to walk in light (1 John 1:7). Only Jesus makes everything clear.

Psalm 36:10
 

O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.

“O continue thy lovingkindness,” or, literally, “Draw out at length, stretch out Your lovingkindness to those who know You.” Jeremiah 31:3 tells us that God has loved us with an everlasting love. It just goes on and on and on.

The famed opera house in the city of Paris was scheduled to host a well-known operatic singer. The day of the performance, the singer came down with the flu and had to cancel his engagement. But it was too late to alert the ticket holders. So when the guests arrived in the great opera hall, the host came before the people and said, “We regret to inform you that our singer could not be here tonight. He is ill. A local singer will be singing tonight instead.” The local singer took the stage. The audience greeted him with silence. The man sang with all his heart. People listened patiently, but were not very impressed. So when he finished, there was no applause whatsoever. But then, from the top balcony, a little voice was heard to say, “Daddy, I think you were wonderful.”


Upon hearing that, the entire opera house began to clap and eventually gave the singer a standing ovation.

Others might not be very impressed by you. But there is One in your balcony who says, “I think you’re wonderful.” And He’s the only One who matters because it’s God Himself.

Psalm 36:11, 12
 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me. There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.

Even though he’s been extolling God’s mercy and love, David doesn’t presume upon either one. Instead, he asks that the Lord would keep Him from pride and, in so doing, keep him close to Himself.

Psalm 37
 

A Psalm of David.

We don’t know the setting of Psalm 37, but, on the basis of verse 25, we know that David wrote it near the end of his life. It is one thing to speak from theory, it is something else to speak from personal history. And here, David does just that.

Psalm 37:1, 2
 

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.

Don’t be confused by the success of the wicked, David says, because they might have their day, but they’re going to be mowed down and wither away eventually. This is the best it’s every going to be for them—and even this day will end quickly.

Psalm 37:3
 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

“Where should I live? What should I do?” people ask. Here’s one of the keys: Trust in the Lord, do good, and He’ll plant you exactly where you’re supposed to be.

Psalm 37:4
 

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Enjoy the Lord. Make Him your delight. And as you do, an amazing thing will happen: He will put His will, His plan in your heart. “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).

Asked how to discern God’s will, Augustine answered, “Love God with all your heart and do whatever you want.” That is, if you’re loving God passionately—wanting to please, obey, and honor Him continually—you can do what you want because His plan will automatically be your desire.

Psalm 37:5, 6
 

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.

The word “commit” is literally “roll.” In other words, keep rolling your questions, concerns, and problems on the Lord every day and the way in which you should go will be made clear to you.

Psalm 37:7
 

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

I like this psalm because if you take the first words of verses 1 through 6, it reads: “Fret not for trust, delight, commit, and rest.” I love that!

Psalm 37:8, 9
 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

Who inherits the earth? Not the angry person or the one who thinks he has to straighten everyone else out. It is those who wait on the Lord who will ultimately come out on top. Waiting on the Lord does not mean passively waiting for the Lord. Rather, it means to wait on the Lord actively—like a waiter waiting on his customers—in order to bring Him pleasure.

Psalm 37:10, 11
 

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

The world says, “Assert yourself.” The Word says, “Blessed are the meek, the poor in spirit, those who mourn.” Although it’s nearly impossible for the world to understand, brokenness and meekness are the qualities that will lead you to abundance of peace both presently and into eternity.

Psalm 37:12–15
 

The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming. The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation. Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.

Goliath laughed at David—until David used Goliath’s own sword to lop off his head (1 Samuel 17:51).

Psalm 37:16–22
 

A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous. The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever. They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away. The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.

The little we have now is better than the abundance the wicked seem to have because the wicked has only the riches he himself accumulates to support him. The righteous man, on the other hand, is supported, sustained, and satisfied by the God of the entire universe.

Psalm 37:23, 24
 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

If you love the Lord, your steps are being ordered by Him. The events in your life—the circumstances where you work or study, the situations at home—are all ordered by the Lord. And if you stumble along the way, He won’t cast you off. He won’t kick you out. He’ll just pick you back up and keep you going with His own hand…

“Lord, save me!” Peter cried as he sank beneath the waves. And Matthew says Jesus stretched forth His hand, lifted a drenched Peter out of the water, and plopped him back in the boat (Matthew 14:30, 31). That’s a strong hand!


Riding on an unbroken donkey, the hand of Jesus was able to control the animal. That’s a strong hand!

Jesus was able to overturn tables and throw out the moneychangers. That’s a strong hand!

The hand of Jesus is strong yet scarred, for there is a hole in it from the nail driven through it to pay the penalty for your sin. It is this very hand that picks you up and sees you through.

Psalm 37:25, 26
 

I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.

Oh, how true this is! God will see you through—and even your kids will be blessed.

Psalm 37:27–36
 

Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.

Contrasting the state of the wicked with the righteous, David steps back and looks at the big picture of eternity rather than at the picture of any given day. Yes, the wicked may appear to be prospering now, while the righteous might be struggling—but he who waits on the Lord will eventually inherit not only the earth, but heaven as well. It’s all a matter of perspective. That is why we are so often told to wait on the Lord—because it’s only as we step back and give the Lord time and room to work that we can see the big picture of what He knew He would do all along.

Psalm 37:37–40
 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.

The Lord will help, deliver, and save those who simply today choose to trust Him rather than to murmur and complain, to be anxious or doubtful, cynical or critical. God doesn’t ask for your sacrifice or your money. He simply asks for your trust.

Psalm 38
 

A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance.

Psalm 38 is one of seven penitential psalms—psalms that are an expression of sorrow for sin. If you’re like me, you don’t want to remember your sins. But the Bible tells us it is important to confess sin because when we do, we appreciate what Jesus did for us on the Cross all the more (see Luke 7:47).

Psalm 38:1–3
 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore. There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin.

“Deep within, there is no rest,” David says.

And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. Isaiah 32:17


Righteousness brings peace. Therefore, if you’re feeling restless or uneasy deep within, it could be because there’s sin that needs to be confessed. Restlessness might be an indicator that something within your heart needs to be adjusted.

Psalm 38:4–7
 

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no soundness in my flesh.

In addition to this psalm, the next three deal with an event we don’t know much about. That is, David was apparently smitten with a loathsome disease. The authors of 1 Samuel and 1 Chronicles don’t bring up this event. So it’s amazing to me that David himself would write about it so candidly. Here, for example, David declares that his sin literally caused him to stink.

Mom and Dad, tell your kids over and over and over again that sin stinks. It’s not bad because it’s arbitrarily forbidden by a God who doesn’t want them to have any fun. No, it’s forbidden by a God who loves them because it’s bad. It stinks.

Psalm 38:8–10
 

I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not hid from thee. My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me.

Experts tell us that when a person looks at something he delights in, the pupil of his eye gets bigger. David says the light of his eye is gone, that what once delighted him no longer does.

Psalm 38:11
 

My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off.

If you want to know who your friends really are, get into trouble, then see who’s left.

Psalm 38:12–15
 

They also that seek after my life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits all the day long. But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God.

Though others turn away from you, the Lord is always there to hear from you. Always. Even in his sin, David understood that God was his hope and he hung on to the Lord.

In dealing with his physical problems, David relied solely on the Lord. So too, whenever we’re hurting physically, we can truly count on the fact that the Lord hears our prayers and will heal us absolutely. But it might not be immediately. It might be weeks or months down the road. It might not be until we get to heaven.

Paul was afflicted by a thorn in his flesh which he asked the Lord to remove three times. “My grace is sufficient for you,” the Lord answered. “For My strength is made perfect in your weakness.” In other words, “Your being in a weakened condition allows My strength to be seen in and through you to a greater degree” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

If you’re battling with sickness, I encourage you to follow Paul’s example. That is, keep praying until you’re either healed or until you have an understanding deep within.

Psalm 38:16, 17
 

For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me.

In this psalm of remembrance that David has the entire nation sing, he says, “I am ready to halt,” or, literally, “I’m about to fall.”

I think of two stories…

One day, Jesus went to the pool of Bethesda where a man was lying. “Rise, take up your bed and walk,” Jesus said to him. And immediately that man stood, took up his bed, and walked. But when the religious leaders asked him who it was that healed him, the man couldn’t tell them. He was evidently so thrilled to be healed that he didn’t have time to wonder who had done it (John 5:13).

The second man was a can-do kind of guy. So clever was Jacob that he was able to talk his own brother out of his birthright and blessing. Following that, everything Jacob touched seemed to turn to gold. Everything seemed to be going well until he heard that his brother was coming to see him—accompanied by four hundred fighting men. Jacob was worried. As he camped by the brook Jabok on the even before he would meet his brother, the angel of the Lord came to him and wrestled with Him. “I’m not going to let you go until You bless me,” Jacob vowed. As morning dawned, the angel of the Lord dislocated Jacob’s hip as if to say, “You’re not going to be Jacob or ‘heel-snatcher’ any longer. You’re going to be Israel, or “Governed by God.” Jacob arose, but would walk as a broken man who would need to lean on the Rock of his salvation, who would need to be governed by God each step of the way. Thus, in his weakness, he was indeed made stronger (Genesis 32).

Sometimes the Lord allows us to limp permanently because it forces us to lean on Him. Why am I still struggling with that? we wonder. Why is that temptation or problem back again?

I suggest it is the Lord saying, “I want you to lean on Me. You’ll draw close to Me in ways you never would have otherwise.” Maybe you’ve been set free—but perhaps the Lord is taking you into deeper water. He wants to do more than give you victory—He wants to be your Victor. I suggest that is why David declares that he is ready to halt if that’s what it takes for him to lean on the Lord every step of the way.

Psalm 38:18
 

For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.

Sooner or later, we will always be sorry for our sin because sin always brings sorrow. Always.

Psalm 38:19–22
 

But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow the thing that good is. Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me. Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation.

If you’re walking through a season of suffering as a result of sin, if your soul is restless and your heart is roaring, you are no lower than David was at this time. And yet David knew that even during his difficult days, the Lord still cared about him and was waiting to hear from him. That’s the way He feels about you, too.

Psalm 39
 

To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 39:1, 2 (a)
 

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good…

“In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin,” Solomon would write (Proverbs 10:19). Foreshadowing this sentiment, David chose to remain silent, even perhaps against false accusations or opinions.

Psalm 39:2 (b), 3 (a)
 

…and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned…

Even though David chose to be quiet, a fire burned within him.

Psalm 39:3 (b), 4 (a)
 

…then spake I with my tongue, LORD, make me to know mine end…

When David did speak, he spoke to the right Person. He didn’t answer his critics. He didn’t argue with those who had opinions about his condition. He spoke to the Lord.

Psalm 39:4 (b)
 

…and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.

“Lord, help me to know my own frailty,” David prayed. When we want to lash out at others, the key is to do what David did—to ask the Lord to show us our own weakness and frailty. Do I really want to be remembered for being caustic, critical, and cynical? Oh, Lord, remind me how short life is and how frail I am before I point fingers at others.

Psalm 39:5–7
 

Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah. Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them. And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.

Even at our best, we’re empty. Even in our area of expertise, we’re ignorant. The wisest thing, the best thing, the only thing we can do is to place all of our hope in the Lord.

Psalm 39:8
 

Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish.

Rather than ask that the Lord deal with his accusers, David asks that the Lord deal with his own transgressions. Is it any wonder he was used so powerfully by God?

Psalm 39:9
 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou didst it.

David accepts his disease or difficulty as from the Lord. The reason we should keep our mouths closed is because God allows whatever is happening around us.

Psalm 39:10–13
 

Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: surely every man is vanity. Selah. Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more.

“Before I die, Lord, restore me once again,” David prays. Will the Lord answer his prayer? Check out the next psalm…

Psalm 40
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 40 is a follow-up to the tensions and questions of Psalm 39…

Psalm 40:1–3 (a)
 

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God…

Psalm 39 ended on somewhat a note of despair. Here in Psalm 40, David says, “I waited and the Lord really did hear my cry.”

Psalm 40:3 (b)
 

…many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.

What shall many see? They’ll see how God rescued David from the pit. Why does the Lord allow me to get bogged down in miry clay? One of the reasons is that He knows others will see Him rescue me and, as a result, will trust in Him. When will people turn to the Lord? Not when they see how together you are or how powerful your faith is—but when they see the pits from which the Lord has delivered you.

Psalm 40:4–6
 

Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.

The idea of opening of the ear takes us back to Exodus 21:6. That is, when a slave was eligible to be set free after seven years of service, if he chose instead to remain with his master, he would become a bond slave—a slave by choice. His ear would be pierced and he would wear an earring to identify him as such.

“I no longer call you servants, but I call you friends,” Jesus said (John 15:15). But it’s because Jesus calls me a friend that I want to be a servant. Why? Because once you become a bond slave of Jesus Christ, then it’s His responsibility to take care of you. And that’s a real good deal!

Verses 6, 7, and 8 are quoted in Hebrews 10, referring to Jesus as the ultimate example of One who submitted completely and totally. Jesus didn’t only pierce His ear—but His forehead, His back, His side, His hands, and feet as He willingly gave Himself to His Father’s will.

Psalm 40:7, 8
 

Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

How does Jesus come to us? He comes “in the volume of the book.” Every page of the Word speaks of Him. Every law, every story, every situation in the Bible in some way speaks of Jesus.

Psalm 40:9, 10
 

I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest. I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.

Oh, the importance of a testimony. You’ll never really have a testimony without a test. That’s the way it works. Once you go through a test and the Lord sees you through, then you have a testimony. Share it. Let people know what the Lord has done for you, with you, and in you.

Psalm 40:11
 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me.

Notice that David asks to be preserved both with lovingkindness and truth. Oh, how blessed we are to serve a God who embodies both love and truth, for one without the other is useless (John 1:14).

Psalm 40:12–15
 

For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me. Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me. Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha.

Even though David’s iniquities number more than the hairs of his head, we know that the God to whom he cried for deliverance was so in love with him that He took the time to count those hairs (Matthew 10:28–31).

Psalm 40:16
 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified.

David’s prayer is that those who seek the Lord might rejoice, and that the Lord whom they seek might be seen to a greater degree.

Psalm 40:17
 

But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.

David’s cry continues. “Lord, You’re doing something wonderful. Keep working,” he says, evidently still in the process of being healed and delivered. We’re in that place as well. But this we know, that He who began a good work in us will be faithful to continue it all the way until the day that we see Jesus (Philippians 1:6).

Psalm 41
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 41:1
 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.

If you have compassion and care for those who are physically, financially, or emotionally worse off than you, the Lord will deliver you when you yourself are in need.

Psalm 41:2, 3
 

The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.

Who is it that the Lord preserves in time of trouble? The one who considers the poor. In fact, Solomon would go on to say that he who gives to the poor lends to the Lord (Proverbs 19:17).

Psalm 41:4, 5
 

I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee. Mine enemies speak evil of me, When shall he die, and his name perish?

As David was in a weakened condition, his enemies circled around him like vultures, saying, “When is he going to die?”

Psalm 41:6–8
 

And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: his heart gathereth iniquity to itself; when he goeth abroad, he telleth it. All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt. An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now that he lieth he shall rise up no more.

David’s enemies were sure that he was through, that he would never recover. I’m sure Satan and his hellish henchmen thought the same thing about our Greater than David, Jesus Christ, as He hung on the Cross. But David’s enemies were wrong. And so was Satan.

Psalm 41:9
 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.

David is probably referring to Ahithophel, a counselor he once trusted. When Absalom, David’s son, rebelled against David, Ahithophel sided with Absalom. Why? Ahithophel’s granddaughter was Bathsheba. Evidently, the sin David committed with her, along with his murder of her husband, Uriah, caused a root of bitterness to grow in the soil of the soul of Ahithophel which would ultimately cause him to betray David (2 Samuel 15).

In John 13, this verse is quoted by Jesus in reference to Judas and his infinitely greater betrayal.

Psalm 41:10–13
 

But thou, O LORD, be merciful unto me, and raise me up, that I may requite them. By this I know that thou favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me. And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest me before thy face for ever. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.

This psalm that began by blessing the man who considered the poor ends by blessing the Lord. And so ends the first of the five books of Psalms.

Psalm 42
 

To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 42 deals with depression. Although we can’t be sure, it could have been written by David when Absalom had launched an insurrection against him, forcing him to leave Jerusalem.

Psalm 42:1, 2 (a)
 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God…

Maybe in a dry region, the psalmist saw a deer drinking water from a stream. Maybe it was this sight that prompted him to say, “That’s exactly how I feel. My heart is thirsty. My soul is longing for God.”

Augustine put it this way: Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.

Although people might not be aware of it or able to articulate it, the fact is, God is what every soul craves. That is why Jesus said that it was only he who drank of the water He gave who would never thirst again (John 4:14).

Sometimes, late at night, I’ll think I’m craving something. So I’ll pour a bowl, or two, or three, of Mini-Wheats. When that doesn’t satisfy me, I’ll watch the news or read Time magazine. But then, when I finally come to my senses, I turn off the television, throw away the empty box of cereal and say, “Lord, what I really need is just to spend time with You.” And, without fail, as I do, I am truly, deeply satisfied and fulfilled.

If you’re thirsting, perhaps it’s because you’ve been drinking at the old watering holes, trying to find satisfaction in the world. Come to the Lord. Drink of Him. Draw nigh to Him and He’ll draw nigh to you. That’s not my word. It’s His (James 4:8).

Psalm 42:2 (b)–4
 

…when shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday.

If indeed it was an exiled David who wrote this psalm, he would have longed to worship with the multitude. Remembering the days when he had done so would have been bittersweet at this point in his life.

Psalm 42:5 (a)
 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me?…

David asks his own soul why it was cast down. The soul is the mind and emotions. It seems David knew he could either talk himself into depression or talk himself out of depression. The choice was his.

Psalm 42:5 (b)
 

…hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.

“Here’s what I’m going to do,” David says, as he continues talking to himself. “I’m going to hope in God. I know things are going to get better. He is for me. He’s with me. He’s going to see me through. So I’m going to praise Him.”

Psalm 42:6
 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.

Do you ever go outside, look at the stars, and consider the power of God? I suggest that’s what the psalmist is doing here—that he is reminded of the power of God as he considers the Land of Promise.

Psalm 42:7
 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.

“Lord, I’m in deep water,” the psalmist says. “I’m covered by wave after wave of anxiety.” The psalmist is obviously wrestling with his soul. He’s honest about his condition, but look at his conclusion…

Psalm 42:8
 

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life.

“God will be with me in the day, and His song will see me through the night.”

When I have gone through difficult times, I have found filling my soul with songs of praise has proven to be a wonderful help.

Psalm 42:9
 

I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?

Again, the psalmist is being honest and transparent before the Lord.

Psalm 42:10 (a)
 

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me…

When you’re going through difficult days, even the sword—the Word of God—can be used by the enemy to condemn and taunt you. When Jesus was being tempted by the devil, Satan misquoted Scripture to challenge Jesus (Matthew 4).

Psalm 42:10 (b)
 

…while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?

It’s when something terrible happens that people come to us as believers and say, “Where’s your God now?” Gang, the Bible never promises we’ll be insulated from affliction. On the contrary, David himself said, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous” (Psalm 34:19). We’re not going to be protected from problems, but we’ll have help in our problems and, eventually, deliverance from them.

Psalm 42:11
 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

“I shall yet praise Him” doesn’t mean “someday I’m going to praise Him,” or, “someday I’ll be able to look back and honor Him.” No, the Hebrew language is clear that the psalmist would praise God presently.

This is so powerful and so practical. Even as he’s working through his own emotional difficulty, the psalmist says, “Here’s what I’m going to do: I’m going to hope in God—absolutely expecting things are going to work out for my good and His glory. I’m going to talk to God. I’m going to be honest with the Lord. He knows what I’m thinking, anyway. So I’m just going to tell Him when I feel forgotten.”

The psalmist hopes in God. He talks to God. And he praises God. It is so important that we learn to be people who praise God. It was one thing when Miriam and the congregation of Israel praised the Lord after they were delivered from the oncoming Egyptians (Exodus 15). But how much better it would have been had they praised God before the Red Sea parted. The key is to say, “Lord, even though I don’t see how this is going to work out, I know You’ll never leave me nor forsake me. And I know that all things work together for good for me. Therefore, I’m going to praise You in advance.”

When Silas and Paul were in the Philippians prison at midnight, praising the Lord, an earthquake jolted the doors open. The jailer, figuring all the prisoners had fled, was about to take his life when Paul said, “Wait a minute. We’re all here” (Acts 16). Why had no one left? I suggest it was because the other prisoners saw something in Paul and Silas that so intrigued them that they wanted to stick around and see how it all played out. They wanted to be free like Paul and Silas were—not only externally but, more importantly, internally.

That’s what happens in our lives as well. When we say, “I’m going to hope in You, Lord,” the imprisoned world around us takes note and is drawn to Him.

Before the Red Sea parts, before the prison doors open is your moment for greatness. Don’t miss it.

Psalm 43
 

Most commentators believe this psalm is a continuation of Psalm 42, perhaps written a little later, but concerning the same situation.

Absalom had attained a great degree of popularity by sitting in the city gate and talking to people who were coming into the city. Listening to their complaints, empathizing with their problems, he said, “If I were king, here’s how I would handle your situation…” As a result, Absalom was able to launch an insurrection against his father. David was not only forced to flee the city, but one of his trusted advisors, Ahithophel, actually sided with Absalom. It is in this context that David most likely wrote this psalm.

Psalm 43:1 (a)
 

Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation…

This could very well refer to those who had sided with Absalom.

Psalm 43:1 (b)
 

…O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.

This is believed to be a reference to Ahithophel, David’s key counselor, who cast his lot with Absalom.

Psalm 43:2 (a)
 

For thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast me off?…

In thinking God had cast him off, David is not speaking of reality, for he himself knew otherwise…

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. Psalm 139:7–10


David knew that wherever he was, God was with him. Yet, although his question as to why God had cast him off didn’t reflect the reality of his situation, it did reflect the honesty of his emotion.

I’m so glad that, like David, we have permission to speak honestly with our Father. David seemed to have a balance between expressing his heart to the Lord openly and yet not allowing his heart to sink deeper into despondency.

Psalm 43:2 (b)–4
 

…why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God.

“When I get through this,” David said, “when I return to Jerusalem, I’ll be able to return to the altar, to praise God with the congregation.”

Psalm 43:5
 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

David gave himself practical advice and good counsel. David re-committed himself to praising God and to hoping in Him, knowing beyond a doubt that God would see him through.

I think of Anna in Luke 2. At eighty-four years old and having lost her husband after being married for only seven years, she could have been bitter. But she was vibrant, moved in the arena of prophecy, and had tremendous depth and maturity. Why? Because she was one who was looking for redemption in Jerusalem…

And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. Luke 2:37, 38


When rebellion breaks out around us, when tribulation and difficulty surround us, what are we to do? We’re to tell our soul to hope in God. If you’re in trouble, do what David did: Talk to your soul and hope in God. If you’re cast down, do what Anna did: Talk to the Lord and be on the lookout for Him to appear.

Psalm 44
 

To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil.

Korah was the great-grandson of Levi. The grandson of Kohath and cousin of Moses and Aaron, he was a member of one of the three main family groups of the Levites. Yet Korah challenged Moses’ authority and launched a rebellion against him, before he was swallowed by the earth (Numbers 16). I believe one of the quickest ways to find yourself in the pit is to rebel against the authority the Lord has placed over you. Evidently, Korah’s sons and descendants learned from him what not to do, for here, they are worshipers.

Maschil means “instruction.” A Maschil is a song not only for inspiration, but for illumination. This particular psalm is believed to have been written during the days of Hezekiah, when the Assyrians were making their way southward, conquering many cities of Judah, headed for Jerusalem.

Psalm 44:1–8
 

We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out. For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them. Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. Through thee will we push down our enemies: through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me. But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put them to shame that hated us. In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah.

“Lord, we know the stories,” the psalmist, perhaps Hezekiah himself, declares. The psalmist reflects on the victorious stories of old. That’s why it’s important to share your testimony. It’s important to tell people what God has done in order that they might take courage when they themselves come under attack.

Psalm 44:9 (a)
 

But…

The tenor of the psalm switches with these three letters. The same can happen with us. We read the Word. We hear testimonies. Yet we can find ourselves saying, “Yeah, that’s great for them, but my case is different…”

Psalm 44:9 (b), 10
 

…thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth with our armies. Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: and they which hate us spoil for themselves.

The Assyrians were a formidable foe, indeed. A clay cylinder written in that day by the Assyrians has been discovered that talks about Sennacherib’s conquest of northern Judah. It records two hundred forty-two towns and cities that were conquered as the Assyrians worked their way south.

Psalm 44:11
 

Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; and hast scattered us among the heathen.

“You’re our Shepherd, Lord, but we’re like sheep headed for slaughter,” David says.

Psalm 44:12
 

Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by their price.

The cry of the psalmist is, “You don’t seem to value us very highly, Lord.”

Psalm 44:13–15
 

Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are round about us. Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of the head among the people. My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face hath covered me,

“I don’t understand, Lord,” the psalmist writes. “We’ve heard about what You did for Your people, yet we’re struggling. It doesn’t make sense.”

Psalm 44:16–26
 

For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by reason of the enemy and avenger. All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from thy way; Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with the shadow of death. If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a strange god; Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever. Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppression? For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies’ sake.

The psalmist began by crying, “Lord, we know the stories, how You have come through as You promised. But our situation is brutal. Where are You?” And he ended it by sighing, “Lord, arise for our help.” The years pass. Centuries later, Paul reached for this psalm, pulled out verse 22, and placed it in the glorious context of Romans 8…

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:35–39


“We are more than conquerors,” Paul triumphantly declares. To be a conqueror is to have victory over the enemy. To be a conqueror means to be in control of the circumstances. But to be more than a conqueror is different than that. To be more than a conqueror is to say, “No matter who wins, I am victorious.” To be more than a conqueror is to have victory not over the difficulty but in it. To be more than a conqueror is to say, “No matter what happens, I sense the presence of the Lord with me. And, although I might not understand exactly what He’s up to, I trust Him because nothing can separate me from His love. He proved that on the Cross of Calvary.”

What’s the point of being more than a conqueror? Think of it this way…

Imagine you wanted to fly from California to Florida and the ticket agent said, “You have a choice. You can either have an absolutely smooth flight, but when you get to Miami, we can’t guarantee that the plane won’t crash upon landing, or you can take a flight that might have some bumps and turbulence along the way, but one which we guarantee will land safely.” Wouldn’t you choose to put up with a bump or two during the flight in order that you might arrive in one piece? The Lord has an eternal destiny charted out for us. He’s getting us to heaven. The flight this side of eternity might be a bit bumpy. But He guarantees that we will arrive at our destination safely.

Why can’t we get there safely and have a smooth flight, too? Think of it this way…

I flew on a small commuter plane recently that was terribly turbulent. I couldn’t wait for it to land! But if I flew first class on a 747 with the meals and the movies and the slippers, I’d be so comfortable, I wouldn’t necessarily want the flight to end! In other words, the Lord wants us to keep our focus on the things of eternity. There are bumps along the way in order that we might long for heaven. If we don’t we’ll be lulled to sleep. And then, when we get to heaven, we’ll be bankrupt because we didn’t store our treasures there (Matthew 6:19, 20).

The psalm ends here. I wish I could say the Assyrians were driven off and the people were given victory. But that’s not life. Sometimes, it just ends in a prayer. In due time, however, when the Lord calls us home, everything will be right. In the meantime, the struggles and trials we face are all for a purpose—to ready us for eternity. And the plane’s almost ready to take off!

Psalm 45
 

To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves.

Shoshannim means “lilies,” which seems to indicate this was a springtime psalm dealing with the Passover season. It’s a beautiful love song about a mighty king and his passionate love for a queen. Many commentators believe it was a psalm written by Solomon concerning a queen he took as his bride, Pharaoh’s daughter from Egypt. Others say it is connected to Psalms 44 and 46 through 48, and, therefore, deals with Hezekiah, who also took for himself a bride (2 Kings 21:1). While we don’t know the exact setting or author, this we do know: Ultimately, the psalm before us speaks of the King of kings, Jesus Christ, and us as His bride.

Psalm 45:1
 

My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

The literal meaning of this verse is: “I’m so excited about this that my heart is bubbling over.”

Psalm 45:2, 3
 

Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty.

We see His name girded upon His thigh and the sword of the Word in His mouth when Jesus our King comes back to the battle in the valley of Megiddo (Revelation 19:15, 16).

Psalm 45:4
 

And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.

Thy right hand of our King is a nail-pierced hand. And as such, it teaches both how far man would go in his determination to destroy God, and how far God would go in His determination to save man.

Psalm 45:5, 6
 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby the people fall under thee. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

The author of the Book of Hebrews quotes verse 6 to make the case for the deity of Jesus (1:8).

Psalm 45:7, 8
 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad.

Throughout history, we’ve seen bad kings, sad kings, and mad kings. Our King is a glad King. Why? Because He hates sin and loves righteousness.

If you want to be glad like Him, understand that sin brings sadness and holiness brings gladness. Mom and Dad, that’s what you need to tell your kids over and over again. Contrary to what the devil says and the world propagates, sin brings sadness. Sure, there’s pleasure in sin—but only for a season (Hebrews 11:25), for its long-term wages are nothing but death (Romans 6:23).

There’s something very attractive and winsome about a person who loves righteousness, who doesn’t wink at sin. Jesus was like that. He radiated such joy that crowds would flock around Him and fishermen would leave their nets to follow Him.

Psalm 45:9, 10
 

Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house;

After seeing the beauty and majesty of the King, now we see the queen, the bride, you and me. Here, we’re told to forget our own people, our father’s house. In Luke 14, Jesus said, “If any man come after Me, he must hate his mother, father, brother, and sister or he cannot be My disciple” (see Luke 14:26). This means our love for the Lord and commitment to our King is so great that it completely dwarfs our love for anyone else.

The more I love Jesus, the more I will love those around me. But my love for Him must far supersede my love for anyone else—even family. As a faithful bride, I am to lay down my life and follow Him alone.

Psalm 45:11
 

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him.

Do you know why we have devotions every morning? The devotional life is not just so we can get through the day in a better way or so that we can be blessed. Those things happen—but the real deal is this: Our King greatly desires us…

The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. Zephaniah 3:17


Did you catch that? The Lord rests in His love for you—not in your love for Him. That’s why John described himself not as the disciple who loved Jesus, but as the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:23; 20:2; 21:7). Jesus has washed us in His blood (Revelation 1:5), robed us in His righteousness (Isaiah 61:10), and chosen us before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). Devotional life says, “It baffles me completely, Lord, why You’ve chosen me to be Your bride. But You have, and I want to honor You.”

Psalm 45:12, 13
 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold.

We as the bride are indeed glorious within because of the treasure of Jesus Christ within us (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Psalm 45:14, 15
 

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee. With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king’s palace.

In Revelation 19, we see the bride presented at the Marriage Feast of the Lamb.

Psalm 45:16
 

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.

As the bride of Christ, we will be fruitful, for as we spend time with Him, others will see His beauty reflected in us and will choose to become part of the kingdom, as well.

Psalm 45:17
 

I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.

If you need reason to “praise Thee forever and ever,” simply reread Psalm 45 and reconsider who Jesus is as our King and Bridegroom, how He looks at us, and the glorious things He has in store for us.

Psalm 46
 

To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.

Psalms 46, 47, and 48 are songs of celebration, rejoicing in God’s faithfulness in delivering the nation from a foreign foe. Most commentators agree that the foreign foe from which Israel was delivered was the one in the story we find in 2 Kings 18 and 19, when the Assyrian army of King Sennacherib, led by Rab-shakeh, his general, besieged the city of Jerusalem. It seemed like a hopeless situation for God’s people with the massive armies of Assyria camped right outside the walls of the city. But the prophet Isaiah had declared that that they need not worry, that not a single arrow from an Assyrian bow would find its way into Jerusalem (37:33). That’s exactly what happened, and these psalms celebrate God’s amazing faithfulness.

Psalm 46:1
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

The literal translation of “trouble” here is “tight spot.” The same is still true. God is our help whenever we feel things caving in.

Psalm 46:2 (a)
 

Therefore will not we fear…

Although we live in a culture governed by fear of one kind or another, we know that God has not given us the spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).

Psalm 46:2 (b), 3
 

…though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.

One of the most helpless feelings a person can have is when the earth is quaking. And if earthquakes weren’t bad enough in themselves, they usually cause not only the shaking of the earth but the swelling of the sea, resulting in tidal waves. Be it emotionally, financially, or geographically, it seems that people are always trying to stabilize their situations themselves rather than trusting the Lord.

Psalm 46:4, 5
 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.

Jerusalem is unique in all of the cities of antiquity by virtue of the fact that there is no river in the city. In Bible times, cities were always founded either close to, or on the banks of a river. Not so Jerusalem. So what is the psalmist talking about here? At this time, as the Assyrians made their way south, they thought that by besieging Jerusalem, they could starve the people out, or that their thirst would drive them out. But before the Assyrians arrived, King Hezekiah did an amazing thing. Outside the city walls, in the Kidron Valley, there was a spring called the Gihon spring. Knowing the Assyrians were coming, Hezekiah ordered his men to dig a tunnel. Half began at the Gihon springs and dug westward. Others began at the pool of Siloam and dug eastward. Together, they dug a total of one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven feet. And when they were done, water flowed from the Gihon springs into the pool of Siloam within the wall of the city. Then Hezekiah covered the springs outside so the Assyrians wouldn’t know there was a spring there at all.

I can’t help but think centuries later of our Lord standing in Jerusalem centuries later, declaring, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink and out of his innermost being shall gush forth torrents of living water” (John 7:37, 38). Inside our soul is the living water of the Holy Spirit. The Assyrian, the worldling, doesn’t get it. But we have tasted of it and it makes our hearts glad.

Psalm 46:6 (a)
 

The heathen raged…

Indeed they did. Sennacherib taunted and teased the people of Jerusalem constantly.

Psalm 46:6 (b), 7
 

…the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

The term “the Lord of hosts” refers to the Lord’s position as Captain of all of the angelic army. One hundred eighty five thousand Assyrians encamped round about Jerusalem. That night, dispatched by God, an angel made his way into the camp—and in the morning 185,000 Assyrians were dead, slain by a single angel.

You might say, “The Lord may be the Lord of the angels, but I’m no angel.” But look at the next phrase. He’s also the God of Jacob. Jacob was no angel, either. So, for you angels, He’s the Lord of hosts. And for the rest of us, He’s the God of Jacob.

Psalm 46:8–10 (a)
 

Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still, and know that I am God…

God is real. He’s in our midst. He cares about us deeply. He’s going to see us through. So we can be still.

Psalm 46:10 (b), 11
 

…I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

The Lord has a stake in us both because He loves us and because we bear His name. Therefore, He wants us and will enable us to do well (Philippians 2:13).

Psalm 47
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 47:1
 

O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.

Clap your hands and shout to God, not because He needs affirmation, but because we need liberation. You see, when it seems as though the enemy is besieging the citadel of my soul, if, instead of expressing anxiety or holing up in a cave, I say, “God has seen me through before and I know He’ll see me through again, so I’m going to clap my hands in appreciation and expectation,” I’ll be set free from the worry that would have otherwise engulfed me.

The wall seemed insurmountable, impregnable. Yet Joshua and the people were told to shout. And, as they did, the wall “fell down flat” (Joshua 6:20). I wonder what kinds of walls are up in a relationship or a situation in your life. Perhaps this psalm is for you. Don’t worry. Worship. Express your appreciation for what God has done and your expectation of what He will yet do—and watch your own walls become bridges.

Psalm 47:2–4
 

For the LORD most high is terrible; he is a great King over all the earth. He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah.

“The Lord most high is terrible” or, more correctly “awesome.” God shall choose our inheritance for us—and He always gives His best to those who leave the choice with Him.

Psalm 47:5–7
 

God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding.

We are not only to clap and shout to express our emotion and affection, but we are to sing with understanding, engaging our intellect and our hearts in what we’re singing (Isaiah 29:13).

Psalm 47:8, 9
 

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. The princes of the people are gathered together, even the people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly exalted.

If God is God over all of the nations, surely He’s in control of my situation.

Psalm 48
 

A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 48:1
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

“The mountain of His holiness” is a reference to Jerusalem, where the tabernacle, and later, the temple stood.

Psalm 48:2
 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

Jerusalem is surrounded on three sides by steep valleys that provide a very effective barrier from attacking armies. But the north was vulnerable. Consequently, the Babylonians and Assyrians both attacked the city from the north. The north side of the city was where the temple would stand. In placing it there, it was as though the people were saying, “God Himself will protect the area where we are most vulnerable.”

Where is the “north side” of your city? Where is the area that you feel most vulnerable? Determine in your heart to worship God in that very place, and see if He doesn’t defend and protect.

Psalm 48:3–7
 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away. Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.

Although neighboring nations sought to conquer Jerusalem, they were powerless until God allowed it.

Psalm 48:8
 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah.

“As we have heard, so have we seen…” May this be true of us. May we not only hear about Jesus in the stories of the Word, but may we see Him at work in our own lives, as well.

Psalm 48:9
 

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.

When David reflected on the lovingkindness of the Lord, he came to the conclusion that it was better than life itself (Psalm 63:3).

Psalm 48:10–13
 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.

After battle, it was important to walk around the city and take note of the vulnerabilities. But when the inhabitants of Jerusalem did so, they were able to tell the next generation that nothing had been damaged. Even though many may have been trembling, God was faithful to see them through.

I believe we can do the same thing through keeping a journal of the things the Lord is showing us, or even situations with which we might struggle. I’m always amazed to look back over my old journals and discover that nothing I was at one time worried about came to pass, that not a single arrow went over the city wall and struck me. I encourage you to make note of your fears and God’s faithfulness and you’ll find the same to be true. When you do, tell the generation following; tell your kids and grandchildren.

Psalm 48:14
 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.

This was the life verse of Jim Eliot, martyred missionary to the Auca Indians of Ecuador. As evidenced by his fruitful legacy, God was indeed His guide, even to death, and He’ll be yours as well.

Psalm 49
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Although Psalm 49 is another “orphan psalm,” whose human author we can’t identify, we do know it’s a psalm that was born of an internal struggle and that resulted in a grand conclusion. The question at hand is why the ungodly seem to be so successful. In verses 1 through 4, the psalmist gives his introduction. In verse 5, he raises the question. And in verses 6 through 20, he shares his conclusion…

Psalm 49:1–4
 

Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: Both low and high, rich and poor, together. My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp.

“That which was causing me to be in the dark previously I will now make known through this song I will play on my harp,” the psalmist declares.

Psalm 49:5
 

Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about?

Here the psalmist evidently quotes a rich man who essentially said, “What do I have to fear about the repercussions that come my way because of my lifestyle? I don’t have to worry about a thing because I have money. I have wealth. I have resources to get me out of any jam I might find myself in.”

“How is it that the sinful rich seem to be able to pull it off, to do as they choose, to get what they want?” the psalmist asks.

Psalm 49:6–9
 

They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption.

You might be very, very wealthy—but you can’t purchase either the redemption of your brother or of your own soul. “We are redeemed not by corruptible things like silver and gold, but by the precious blood of the Lamb,” Peter would write (see 1 Peter 1:18, 19). You might be able to solve some problems, to escape certain situations—but you can’t redeem your soul or your brother’s no matter how wealthy you might be.

Psalm 49:10
 

For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others.

John Jacob Astor, who made his wealth in the 1800s took a boat ride on a ship named the Titanic. When it was discovered that Astor was one of the multitude lost at sea, his cousin was asked how much the billionaire left.

“He left everything,” the man replied.

How true that is—for no matter how wealthy a man might be, when he dies, he leaves it all.

Psalm 49:11, 12
 

Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names. Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish.

“If I can’t take my money with me, I’ll secure my legacy by naming my land or buildings after me.” But that doesn’t work either. A survey showed that only 4% of New Yorkers who walk or drive by the Rockefeller Center every day know anything about the Rockefellers.

Psalm 49:13
 

This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah.

If he’s wealthy, whatever Dad or Grandpa says is right. Why? Not because he’s necessarily right, but because some of his money might be given to those who agree with him.

Psalm 49:14, 15
 

Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.

The rich man who doesn’t know the Lord will fade away in his emptiness and illusions. But those who do will be received by Him.

Psalm 49:16, 17 (a)
 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased; For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away…

We can’t take our money with us—but we can send it ahead. “Don’t lay up for yourselves treasure on earth where moth and rust doth destroy,” Jesus said. “Lay up treasure in heaven instead” (see Matthew 6:19, 20). The gifts we give to the Lord will greet us one day. It’s an investment I guarantee you’ll never regret making.

Psalm 49:17 (b), 18
 

…his glory shall not descend after him. Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself.

A man might make himself happy with his wealth here on earth. Others might praise him, as well. But self-satisfaction and the praise of others will not matter past the grave.

Psalm 49:19, 20
 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light. Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.

A man who has wealth, honor, and prestige but does not understand eternity is like a beast. Therefore, the way to view life is through the lens of eternity. That way, you won’t become cynical or bitter about someone else’s wealth on earth because you know it’s just passing away. It is only when we keep heaven in view that earth makes sense.

Psalm 50
 

A Psalm of Asaph.

Along with Heman and Ethan, Asaph was one of three prominent worship leaders during the days of David. Psalm 50 has much to teach us in a very powerful way both about our future state and our present walk. Thus, it has been wisely said that it is didactic in aim and dramatic in form; prophetic in scope and practical in hope.

In verses 1 through 4, we see the introduction, the setting of the stage as God comes on the scene…

Psalm 50:1–4
 

The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people.

God bursts on the scene in glory and grandeur, calling the people to Him that He might render judgment upon them.

Maybe recently you’ve been in a place where you say, “I wish God would burst on my scene. Why doesn’t He come and give me His counsel, give me His direction in a way that’s unmistakable. Why doesn’t He speak at least once a year to me audibly, or even once a decade. Why is God so strangely silent?”

The psalmist is ultimately alluding to the day the Lord comes physically, sets up His kingdom, and ushers in the Millennium. But why doesn’t He do it now? I suggest the reason the Lord is strangely and wonderfully silent—at least to our own ears and eyes—is because He’s teaching us how to hear with the ear of faith, how to walk with steps of faith.

You see, if I could hear God audibly or see Him physically, my faith would not develop the way it needs to develop. God wants me to hear that still, small voice with the ears of the inner man, the spirit, to see that which is neither physical nor material. Why? To prepare me for eternity. Because faith will be essential throughout eternity, our Father is faithful to teach us about faith before we get there. One day, He will indeed burst on the scene physically. Until that day, He’s teaching us to hear and walk by faith.

Psalm 50:5–7
 

Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah. Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God, even thy God.

God appears on the scene and then renders His judgment. He will indict His people in two ways: First, He’ll indict the religious for their formality and then the rebellious for their hypocrisy.

Psalm 50:8–13
 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me. I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?

“You’ve been offering sacrifices to Me in a way that seems obligatory,” the Lord says. “You act like I need these things from you, as if I need your money to keep Me in business. That’s not so. Because I own everything, I need nothing.”

God doesn’t need our money, gang. It is we who need to give, because as we do, we give away a little of our tendency to be selfish. That’s the beauty of God’s command to tithe. He knows our tendency to be greedy and to hold on too tightly. God so loved the world that He gave, and He wants us to be like Him. We don’t have to give, we get to give and, in so doing, we free ourselves from our own selfishness by making investments in heaven that will bear eternal dividends.

Psalm 50:14
 

Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:

What does God really want from you? Just for you to acknowledge His goodness all day long. When you’re driving in your car, instead of complaining about the traffic, thank the Lord that you’re alive and that your car works at all! Worship Him in everything. Offer the sacrifice of praise continually (Hebrews 13:15).

Psalm 50:15
 

And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

“Don’t bother me,” people say. “I’ve got enough problems of my own.” Not God. He says, “Call upon Me and I’ll deliver you.”

Psalm 50:16, 17
 

But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee.

The rebellious don’t care what God says. “Why are you quoting Scripture and claiming promises when you have ignored My instruction?” He asks.

Psalm 50:18–21
 

When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother’s son. These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes.

Even though the rebellious were sinning in numerous ways, God kept silent. Some people translate God’s silence as impotence, that He is unable to do judge them. Others translate it as apathy, that He doesn’t care what they do. Still others translate it as His approval of any given situation. God’s silence in the face of sin, however, speaks only of His patience.

Because each of us will stand before God at the bema, or judgment, seat to give an account of our time, treasure, and talents, we ought to be thankful for His patience rather than wondering why He doesn’t burst on the scene. In other words, I’m glad God has given me as long as He has, still giving me opportunities to get things right, to do things for Him. Do you really want Him to burst on the scene and call you to account today? Wouldn’t you say instead, “Lord, be patient with me a little longer and let me hear Your heart”?

Psalm 50:22
 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.

“Consider this,” the psalmist says. “Are you caught up in religious formality or rebellious hypocrisy? What a sad commentary on your life if there is nothing to show for it.”

Psalm 50:23
 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.

Are you a religious person who has fallen into formality, going through the motions? Are you a rebellious person, living disobediently but still claiming promises and quoting Scripture? The solution is to confess and then go on to worship thankfully and to walk righteously, for then you will be rewarded eternally.

Psalm 51
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

People often say that we as Christians are obsessed with sin. Their accusation is understandable because the Bible is obsessed with sin. Why? Because the Bible deals with human history and human history consists of one sin after another. It speaks accurately. It paints the picture honestly. The church is the only place I know where people come together to remind each other that we’re all sinners. Other organizations try to build people up by telling them how wonderful they are. Not the church. Only the church says, “We’re out to lunch here. We’re missing the mark there. Oh, Lord, forgive us. We need a Savior.”

Psalm 51 deals with true confession as seen in the life of David. Having committed adultery with Bathsheba and ordering the execution of her husband, David apparently refused to deal with his sin for nine months. When Nathan, the prophet, told him a very pointed parable about a man who had stolen a lamb, David said, “That man shall surely die.”

Then Nathan looked at him and said, “Thou art the man,” referring to his stealing Bathsheba from Uriah (2 Samuel 12:7).

This, at last, caused David to admit his sin. Psalm 51 is the confession David made. As seen in this psalm, true confession deals with three basic areas: a right view of sin, as seen in verses 1 through 5; a right view of God, as seen in verses 6 through 12; and, finally, a right view of self, as seen in verses 13 through 19.

Psalm 51:1
 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

A right view of sin carries with it the understanding that sin deserves judgment. That is why David pleads for mercy rather than justice. He realizes that God hates sin.

Why does God hate sin? Because of what it does to us. Uriah was dead. Bathsheba was polluted. David was crippled. His family was tainted. Sin left nothing but problems, sorrow, and heartache in its wake. That’s why God hates sin.

Psalm 51:2
 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

Not only does sin deserve judgment, but it demands cleansing. Before revival can come, there first must be removal. In Nehemiah’s day, for example, before Israel experienced revival there was repentance (Nehemiah 9).

Many times, we seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit when, in reality, what we need is to be emptied of our sin.

Psalm 51:3–5
 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Thirdly, sin declares guilt. When Adam sinned, he didn’t initially declare his guilt. “The woman You gave me caused me to sin,” he said, as he not only blamed Eve but God as well (see Genesis 3:12).

In Jeremiah’s and Ezekiel’s day, one of the proverbs in Israel was: “Our fathers ate sour grapes so our teeth are set on edge.” God forbade its use because it kept people from taking responsibility for their own sin (Ezekiel 18:2, 3).

David took responsibility for his sin. “Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned,” he said.

“What about Uriah and Bathsheba?” you ask. “Didn’t David sin against them?”

They were innocent victims perhaps but sinners nonetheless. We rush to place blame, thinking there must be someone wrong and someone innocent. But that’s not scriptural, for we’re all guilty (Romans 3:23). We’re all in need of salvation.

Psalm 51:6
 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

After seeing a right view of sin, we come to a right view of God. First, we see His holiness. God desires inward holiness rather than an outward show of piety. Why? Because God loves Jesus so much that He wants heaven filled with people just like Him.

Psalm 51:7
 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

After seeing God’s holiness, we see His power. Hyssop was a small plant that grew in the rocks of Israel. It was used to apply blood on the doorpost when the children of Israel left Egypt on the night of the Passover (Exodus 12). It was also used to apply blood in the ceremony of cleansing a leper (Leviticus 14). The hyssop was also used to apply ashes of the red heifer and holy water in the cleansing of the priests (Numbers 19:6). In other words, hyssop was the agent of cleansing—and David wanted it applied to his own heart.

Psalm 51:8
 

Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

David understood that God’s dealings with him were not punitive but corrective. This verse is a reference to what a shepherd does when a sheep strays. The shepherd breaks its legs and carries the lamb on his shoulders. As the weeks go by, the lamb develops such a close bond with the shepherd that, when its legs are healed, it never strays from the shepherd again. It’s as if David says, “I needed to be dealt with in that way, but I’ve learned my lesson, Lord.”

Psalm 51:9–12
 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

David’s salvation wasn’t lost, but his joy was. When the joy of your salvation departs, turn to Psalm 51 and do business with God. If the joy is gone, chances are very great that there is some unconfessed sin in your life. The fruit of the Spirit is joy. So if the Spirit is flowing the fruit will be present. Seek the Lord and ask the Father to search your heart and restore to you the joy of your salvation.

Psalm 51:13
 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

After being given a right view of sin and a right view of God, here we see a right view of self. When will sinners be converted? When I have repented of my sin, when there’s joy in my life once again. You need not feel that the time you failed or the mistakes you made disqualify you for ministry. In fact, just the opposite is true. If you repent before the Lord, just as He promised to restore the years the locusts had eaten, He’ll open up entirely new aspects of ministry to you, for you will be able to speak with authority and conviction about the inexhaustible goodness and grace of God (Joel 2:25).

Psalm 51:14–17
 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

I must not only be holy for the sinners’ sake, but for God’s sake. The sacrifice God desires is a humble sacrifice—not mixed with pride of my spirituality or satisfaction with my own righteousness, but with an acute awareness of my own need for mercy.

Psalm 51:18, 19
 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

Finally, I must be holy for the saints’ sake. Here, David is praying for Zion, praying for Jerusalem, praying for his nation. After he has repented and received restoration himself, he is now able to pray for others effectively and confidently.

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. Isaiah 59:1, 2


I must be holy so that I can remain in fellowship with God. I must be holy so that my prayers for His people and the amazing work He desires to do in and through them will be heard.

Psalm 52
 

To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.

The setting for Psalm 52 centers on David’s being betrayed by a man named Doeg. The story is found in 1 Samuel 21 and 22. As a young man fleeing from Saul, David went to the area of Nob where there was a group of priests. “I’m on an errand for King Saul,” he said to Ahimelech, the high priest. “But I’m out of supplies and I have no weapons.”

Unbeknownst to either Ahimelech or David, however, a friend of Saul named Doeg was watching the whole scene. When Doeg recounted to Saul how Ahimelech and the priests had assisted David in his flight, Saul ordered his men to go to Nob and kill the priests. Saul’s soldiers would eventually refuse the order—but Doeg himself fulfilled the assignment. Thus, an entire community of priests was slaughtered for giving aid to David.

In response, David writes this psalm…

Psalm 52:1
 

Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually.

Here, David expresses both his anger with Doeg and his amazement at the goodness of God.

Psalm 52:2–5

 

Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah. Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah.

No doubt Doeg could protest, saying, “Wait a minute. I wasn’t deceitful. I simply reported what I saw.” Here, however, the Word of God indicts Doeg. He is remembered throughout all history as a deceitful man, a liar, a sinner. Why? Because his motive was malicious. His motive was to bring harm to David.

Once again, in this we see an illustration of what constitutes a false witness. A false witness isn’t one who simply tells blatant lies. A false witness is one who reports the right information, but with the wrong implication or for the wrong motivation. It is wrong to talk about anyone if the reason for your talking is to put someone else down.

Psalm 52:6–8
 

The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

Here’s Doeg finding fault. Here’s Doeg, seeking to do David in.

And here’s David saying, “I trust in God’s mercy.”

Psalm 52:9
 

I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints.

“I will praise God for what He has done,” David declares. “And I will wait and see what He shall yet do—for I know it will be good.”

Psalm 53
 

To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 53:1–3
 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God. Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

In this psalm, David is speaking of universal corruption. Paul will quote this psalm in his own letter to the Romans…

In Romans 3, talking to the Jews, those who had the promises of God, he says…

What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Romans 3:9–12


The divine diagnosis of the Great Physician concerning all of human nature and endeavor is that no one does good because all have sinned.

The story is told of Abraham Lincoln who said, “Tell me, if we say that the tail of a dog is a leg, how many legs does a dog have?”


The answer would come back, “Five.”

And he would smile and say, “No. Four because calling the tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg.”

Calling man good doesn’t make him good. Regardless of what the philosopher says, David declares and Paul reiterates that there is none righteous.

This not only shows the need for salvation, but it’s also a key for compassion. That is, when my brothers and sisters stumble a bit, I don’t have to be shocked or offended, for the Bible says none of us do good. Instead of judging and condemning, I’m free to love people and enjoy them, to be tolerant of them and patient with them.

In verses 4 through 6, David writes not of universal corruption, but of a particular situation…

Psalm 53:4–6
 

Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread: they have not called upon God. There were they in great fear, where no fear was: for God hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth against thee: thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised them. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

The situation is that the enemies of Israel were encamped against Israel, feeling as though they had the right to annihilate, harass, and destroy the people of God due to their shortcomings. These enemies made a mistake Jude 11 refers to as the “error of Balaam.” Balaam was a prophet who realized that the host of Israel was sinning. So when Balak, one of Israel’s enemies, asked if he would come and curse the nation, Balaam agreed. The problem was, every time Balaam opened his mouth to curse, blessing poured forth instead. The error of Balaam was this: Balaam mistakenly assumed God would be eager to curse His sinful, defiled people (Numbers 22–24).

There are Christians who denounce God’s people because they see flaws and weaknesses in the church. Theirs is the error of Balaam. Balaam didn’t factor in grace or mercy, love or patience into the equation.

In the first three verses of this psalm, David readily admits that none is good. Nonetheless, the enemies of God’s people have no right to devour His people, for salvation will one day come. Jesus will come back and things will be right. How I’m looking forward to that!

Psalm 54
 

To the chief Musician of Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?

Poor David, he’s constantly being betrayed. This time, it’s not Doeg, but the Ziphims. The area of Ziph was in the region of Judah. Fleeing from Saul, David spent time there. But when the people realized who he was, they told Saul of his whereabouts. Thus, Psalm 54 was written when David was aware that, once again, he had been betrayed…

Psalm 54:1–7
 

Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength. Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have not set God before them. Selah. Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth. I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies.

When David realized he was betrayed, notice the language of faith he articulates. Of God, he says, “He hath delivered me.” David is proclaiming as if it’s already done. In verse 1, he prayed, “Save me O God.” And only six verses later, he says, “He has done it.”

There are those who accuse us of having blind faith. Not so. Faith is not blind. In fact faith sees more. Faith sees the glory of the future in the gloom of the present.

If you feel like you’re in Ziph and the Ziphims have betrayed you, do what David did: Make your prayer to your Father. And then lay hold of the promise of deliverance and guidance.

Psalm 55
 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David.

Not only did Doeg and the Ziphims betray David, but his son, Absalom, rebelled against him. Psalm 55 deals with the period when Absalom launched his insurrection against him.

In verses 1 through 8, we feel David’s distress. In verses 9 through 15, we sense his indignation. In verses 16 through 23, we hear his confidence in his Lord…

Psalm 55:1–8
 

Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication. Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise; Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they hate me. My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me. And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest. Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. Selah. I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest.

Can’t you relate to David? Sometimes, don’t you just feel like flying away? You feel pain and heartache, wondering why everything is going wrong or everything is coming down all around you. David surely felt this way as his own son turned against him.

In verses 9 through 15, we read of David’s indignation toward Ahithophel. Ahithophel was once David’s closest confidante, counselor, and friend. But Ahithophel turned against David and joined Absalom in his rebellion…

Psalm 55:9–14
 

Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: for I have seen violence and strife in the city. Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof: mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it. Wickedness is in the midst thereof: deceit and guile depart not from her streets. For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him: But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company.

“If it was an outsider, if it was an antagonist, I could deal with it,” David writes. “But it was one who was close to me who betrayed me.”

If you have felt David’s pain, know this: You’re in good company, for not only are you in the company of David, but in the company of the Son of David, Jesus Himself. “If they treat Me this way, they’ll treat you the same,” Jesus said (John 15:20). It’s part of life. It’s hard. It’s sad. But don’t be offended. Don’t be surprised. Don’t be discouraged because when Jesus comes back, all of those relationships will be perfectly and beautifully restored. A solution might never come in this life, but when Jesus comes back, everything will be right.

The longer I walk with the Lord, the more I long for His coming because I see things only He can straighten out, problems only He can solve. I try to solve them, and they only get messier. But when He comes back, He’ll hit the bull’s-eye.

Psalm 55:15
 

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them.

I don’t think the lesson here is for us to say to those who have deserted us, “Let death come to you and may you go quickly to hell.” Rather, it is to realize that the Old Testament presents physical pictures and illustrations of what we see taking place spiritually in our New Testament days.

Don’t you find yourself feeling indignation in your heart toward those demonic spirits that are causing misunderstanding and hurt? I do—and it manifests itself frequently in my prayer life when I do battle against the enemy and take authority with real fervency. I’m tired of Satan causing division and hurt.

Psalm 55:16–19
 

As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me. Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice. He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: for there were many with me. God shall hear, and afflict them, even he that abideth of old. Selah. Because they have no changes, therefore they fear not God.

“Why are there so many changes in my life?” people ask. “I just get settled, and then a catastrophe comes my way. Something unsettling happens.”

The answer is that change keeps us dependent upon the Lord and keeps our eyes fixed on Him. Without change, we have a tendency to fall into lethargy. Without change, we are vulnerable to apathy. Without change, we settle in our lees…

Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed. Jeremiah 48:11


The allusion here is to the practice of winemakers in Jeremiah’s day of pouring wine from vessel to vessel as it aged so that the wine wouldn’t take on the flavor of the vessel itself. That’s what God does with us. He pours us from vessel to vessel by changing our circumstances, by jarring us out of our complacency, in order to purify us, to make us a sparkling, bubbling, effervescent wine that might bring joy and refreshment to others.

Psalm 55:20
 

He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace with him: he hath broken his covenant.

In joining with Absalom, Ahithophel broke his covenant with David.

Psalm 55:21
 

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords.

David likens Ahithophel’s words to drawn swords. So too, the author of Hebrews likens God’s Word to a sword. The difference, however, is that while Ahithophel’s words were used to disguise that which was in his heart, the Word of God brings to light the very thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).

Psalm 55:22, 23
 

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee.

In the wake of Ahithophel’s defection, David calls for a renewed commitment to an ever-faithful God. “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee,” Jesus promised (Hebrews 13:5). And it’s a promise He’ll never break.

Psalm 56
 

To the chief Musician upon Jonath-elem-rechokim, Michtam of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath.

Psalm 56 was written when David was seeking refuge in the Philistine city of Gath. Not yet king, David was hiding from Saul. Eventually, however, the men of Gath came to their king, Achish, saying, “Do you know who has come to town? David—the one about whom they sing in Israel, ‘Saul has slain his thousand, but David his ten thousands.’ And one of those ten thousands was our own hero, Goliath.”

Realizing he had been discovered, David knew he was in trouble. And it was at this point that he penned this psalm…

Psalm 56:1–7
 

Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily oppresseth me. Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High. What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me. Every day they wrest my words: all their thoughts are against me for evil. They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, they mark my steps, when they wait for my soul. Shall they escape by iniquity? in thine anger cast down the people, O God.

Here, David declares, “Lord, You know what I’m dealing with. You know what I’m going through. Be merciful to me.”

We also can say, “Lord, You know our wanderings—how sometimes we miss the mark, get off track, find ourselves smack in the middle of the world’s territory, stuck in Gath.”

Psalm 56:8
 

Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

“Lord, You record the things I’m crying about, the things I’m dealing with, the things I’m working through,” David writes. Malachi also makes mention of a book of remembrance…

Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. Malachi 3:16


The Hebrew word translated “hearkened” speaks of a dog perking up its ears when it hears the call of its master. Thus, according to Malachi, the ears of our Father “perk up” when He hears His children talking to each other about Him, and that He writes it in a book of remembrance. This means that when you talk with someone about the Lord, He listens in, writes it down, and keeps it in a scrapbook, of sorts.

David is in a place where he probably shouldn’t be, yet his heart is still toward his Father and God knows that. I’m convinced that when we’re in heaven, we’re going to be blown away by how much our Father loved us, even when we were in Gath.

Here, we sense that David has come into the understanding that there can be no triumph without trouble. Trouble never leaves you in the same place it found you. It will either make you bitter or better. Jeremiah preached for years, but not a single person responded. In fact, they threatened his life, threw him into prison, and labeled him a false prophet. Finally in his frustration, Jeremiah complained to the Lord…

If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? Jeremiah 12:5


“Jeremiah, if you’re getting tired racing the footmen, how will you be able to handle the real trials that are coming?” the Lord asks. “If you’re faltering in the land of peace, how will you make it when you’re taken from the land of Jordan into a more difficult arena?” God is not condemning Jeremiah, but simply reminding him that the struggles he was facing were to strengthen him for that which was coming.

This life is not for recreation but for preparation. Do you know that? The Lord is preparing us not only for what He knows is coming ten or twenty years from now, but also for the ages beyond. Why? Because He knows there will be significant things for us to do.

Psalm 56:9
 

When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me.

Even in Gath, David knew God was for him. Make note of that and never forget it, gang. God is for us. And if God be for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31). When did God prove that He was for us? Not when we were in church, not when we were walking with Him, but when we were at the worst place, for it was when we were sinners that Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). David knew something of this. A man after God’s own heart, he knew the heart of the Lord.

Psalm 56:10–13
 

In God will I praise his word: in the LORD will I praise his word. In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me. Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee. For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?

“God,” David prayed, “You have rescued me from death previously. Therefore, I know you’ll rescue me from this place presently.” We can say the same thing, for God has rescued us from eternal death. Therefore, I know He’ll see us through and do what’s best for us…

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:32


If God spared not His Son to rescue you from eternal death, then you must know He’s going to give you whatever you have need of presently. God is not mad at you or down on you, gang. He’s for you. He proved it on the Cross of Calvary. Therefore, be confident of this very thing: that He who began a good work in you will indeed be faithful to complete it—even in the Philistine city of Gath (Philippians 1:6).

Psalm 57
 

To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave.

Psalm 57 deals with the mercy of God. Hiding from Saul, David was camped out in a cave at En-Gedi, near the Dead Sea. When Saul made his way into the same cave, not knowing David was already there, David’s men were jubilant. “This is your opportunity to wipe Saul out!” they said. But David wouldn’t do that. Instead, he merely cut a piece of cloth from Saul’s skirt—more than likely from the hem of the garment that would have spoken of Saul’s pedigree and position. You see, in Bible days, knots were tied to the hems of garments in such a way that they signified a man’s family, tribe, and position. Thus, by cutting the garment of Saul, David, in a sense, was cutting off Saul’s position, Later, we are told, David’s heart smote him, for he knew he must not touch the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 24:5, 6).

Maybe there’s someone chasing you down, hurling spears in your direction, trying to wipe you out, treating you unfairly or cruelly. Here’s what you need to remember: that person is anointed by the Lord to work His purposes in your life, to make you into the man or woman He desires you to be in order that you might rule with Him much more effectively. If I retaliate and throw spears back, I’m missing the point, missing what God is doing in my life. The Lord knows. He’ll remove Saul in due season. But in the meantime, any given person or situation in your life could be the very instrument God is using to make you into a better person than you otherwise would be. And David understood this.

Psalm 57:1–3
 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me. He shall send from heaven, and save from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his truth.

In clipping Saul’s garment, David knew that he had missed God’s best. So he asks the Lord to be merciful to him. “Blessed are the merciful,” Jesus said, “for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7). David had shown mercy in not lopping off Saul’s head. Thus he could ask for mercy to be shown to him.

In Luke 6, Jesus talks about the importance of mercy…

But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. Luke 6:35–38


“Give, and it shall be given unto you.” Jesus isn’t talking about money. He’s talking about mercy. Every one of us is in need of mercy. We all drop the ball. We all fall short. God has been merciful to us—but we need mercy from each other, as well. Therefore, if you want to receive mercy in your hour of difficulty, be merciful to others.

When people were spitting on Him, hurling curses at Him, Jesus didn’t pray, “Father, forgive them when they realize what they’ve done and repent of it.” No, He prayed, “Father, forgive them even now because they don’t understand what they’re doing” (see Luke 23:34).

That’s always the way it is. When people are mean-spirited and throwing spears, it’s because they don’t see the big picture, the biblical perspective. That is why we need to do what Jesus did. We don’t need to be vengeful, we need to be merciful. We don’t need to throw spears back at them. We need to pray for them.

Psalm 57:4, 5
 

My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth.

Even though he was encamped among wild beasts and armed enemies, David’s concern was not for his own safety, but that God be exalted.

Psalm 57:6
 

They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah.

Hunters dug pits and covered them with brush to catch their unsuspecting prey. Although David was Saul’s prey, however, he was not unsuspecting. He knew Saul would eventually fall into his own pit. And he ultimately did, on Mount Gilboa (1 Samuel 31).

Psalm 57:7
 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.

With his enemies surrounding him, David was able to say, “My heart is fixed.” We can say the same thing. How? By fixing our eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2).

Psalm 57:8
 

Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.

“I myself will awake early,” David said, or, literally, “I will waken the dawn.” If anyone could have been justified in sleeping in, it would have been David. But David said, “I’ll be up before the sun, singing God’s praises.”

Psalm 57:9
 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.

Being chased by Saul day after day, week after week, David nonetheless said, “My heart is fixed.” When things are grim, when they feel they’re in a cave of despair and despondency, people in the world need a fix—of a drug or a drink. Not David. He said, “The only fix that will ultimately see me through is to praise God.”

Haven’t you found over and over again, that, even when everything is kind of dark and grim, when you start praising the Lord and worshiping Him, the atmosphere changes radically? David had discovered the same thing, for nothing could shake his determination to praise God.

Psalm 57:10, 11
 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.

Sometimes people say, “I know I’m not supposed to be bitter at her or upset with him, but I can’t help it. What can I do?” I suggest two simple keys: First, pray for your enemies. Who is the person who bugs you? I dare you to pray, “Lord, bless him. Guide his steps. Draw him to You. Work wonders in his life.” You see, when we pray that way for our enemies, something happens. Yes, they may change—but whether or not they change, our feelings and perspective about them changes because we pour treasure into them through prayer. And Jesus said that wherever our treasure is, there will our heart be also (Luke 12:34). I’ve found time and again that when I pray for people who irritate me, I become interested in them, wondering what the Lord is doing in answer to my prayer.

Second, come to the Lord’s Table. Eat of His body and drink of His blood. And as you do, remember that His blood was shed and His body was broken not only for you, but for the very person who bugs you. Jesus is passionately in love with the very person who irritates you. He paid completely and fully for their sin, just as He did for yours.

How did David ultimately feel about Saul? What did he do when Saul died? The man after God’s own heart wept (2 Samuel 1:11, 12).

Psalm 58
 

To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David.

Most commentators agree that Psalm 58 was probably written early in David’s reign as he became aware of the corruption in the judicial system under Saul’s reign.

Psalm 58:1–3
 

Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth. The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.

Maybe it was because David declared “In sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5) that he understood that even the seemingly righteous would be prone to sin.

Psalm 58:4, 5
 

Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely.

David understood that the wicked were like snakes who wouldn’t listen to truth no matter how the song was played.

Psalm 58:6, 7
 

Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD. Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.

In Ephesians 6, we are told that we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. We must come against these entities with energy and vehemence. David’s prayer models this.

In 2 Kings 13, we read that when the Syrians threatened the people of Israel, Elisha told Joash, king of Israel, to strike arrows from a quiver against the ground and then shoot one out of the window as a symbol of the Lord’s deliverance. When Joash tapped the arrows two or three times before shooting one out the window, Elisha looked at him and said, “You should have smitten the arrows five or six times. But because you only tapped them thrice, you shall only have partial victory.”

In the battles we wage, I think we sometimes pray only lethargically and sleepily at best. I sense the Lord saying, “Stir up your soul. Get engaged. Get involved. Bind the work of the enemy. Pray with expectancy.” David prayed that way about his physical enemies and we must do the same concerning the spiritual forces of darkness that wage war against us and those around us.

Psalm 58:8, 9
 

As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun. Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath.

In light of David’s prayer concerning his enemies, sometimes God’s judgment is as quick and decisive as a wind that blows a fire out before the kindling of thorns even has a chance to warm a pot.

Psalm 58:10, 11
 

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth.

We are to love people. We are to pray passionately against the forces that bind them. But the Lord will come one day to judge righteously and rule with a rod of iron (Revelation 19:15). And when He does, we will rejoice indeed.

Psalm 59
 

To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David; when Saul sent, and they watched the house to kill him.

In David’s younger years, he had played the harp for Saul to calm him. But after Saul threw spears at him on three occasions, David realized Saul was out to get him. So he escaped in the middle of the night. This is the background for Psalm 59…

Psalm 59:1–15
 

Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them that rise up against me. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me from bloody men. For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: the mighty are gathered against me; not for my transgression, nor for my sin, O LORD. They run and prepare themselves without my fault: awake to help me, and behold. Thou therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, awake to visit all the heathen: be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah. They return at evening: they make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city. Behold, they belch out with their mouth: swords are in their lips: for who, say they, doth hear? But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at them; thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence. The God of my mercy shall prevent me: God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies. Slay them not, lest my people forget: scatter them by thy power; and bring them down, O Lord our shield. For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which they speak. Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may not be: and let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah. And at evening let them return; and let them make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city. Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not satisfied.

David likens those watching his house, waiting to devour him, to dogs. The apostle Paul would use this same analogy…

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Philippians 3:2, 3


The concision were legalizers who followed Paul saying, “Paul preached grace, but it’s not that easy. It’s not that simple. If you’re really serious about following God, you must keep these rules and those regulations.”

Who are the true people of God? Those who worship God in the spirit, those who rejoice in Christ Jesus, those who have no confidence in their flesh. Period.

Psalm 59:16, 17
 

But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the God of my mercy.

“Dogs, you can snap at me. Legalists, you can find fault with me. But God is my defense, so I will sing.” David went through trial after trial—yet he always ended with a song in his heart and praise on his lips because he hoped and believed in God. We can, too.

“But I’m not getting what I want,” you protest. “How can I praise God?”

If you’re not getting what you want, then praise God that you’re not getting what you don’t want. “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not,” Jeremiah declared (Lamentations 3:22). We deserve terrible things to come upon us. We deserve to be consumed. But God has been merciful to us. So, even if you’re not getting what you want, praise God that you’re not getting what you don’t want. And keep singing to God, for truly He is a God of strong defense and matchless mercy.

Psalm 60
 

To the chief Musician upon Shushan-eduth, Michtam of David, to teach; when he strove with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, when Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve thousand.

King David was at war against the Syrians to the north. As he launched a preemptive attack against them, Edom took advantage of the situation. Seeing that Israel was vulnerable, they attacked Judah to the south and made their way to Jerusalem. This troubled David greatly, for there is no record of him being directed by the Lord in his attack. He sent part of his army, led by Joab, to go down south, while he was still fighting in the northern region, to launch an attack against the Edomites. Psalm 60 was written when David received word that Israel had been attacked and before Joab was discharged to defeat the Edomites.

Psalm 60:1, 2
 

O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again. Thou hast made the earth to tremble; thou hast broken it: heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh.

Some commentators believe David is alluding to an earthquake. More than likely, however, he was shook up internally upon hearing reports that Jerusalem had been attacked by the Edomites.

Psalm 60:3, 4
 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: thou hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment. Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah.

“We’re flying Your flag, Lord. Don’t allow Jerusalem to be conquered,” David prayed.

Psalm 60:5–7
 

That thy beloved may be delivered; save with thy right hand, and hear me. God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;

“I’ve given you these territories,” God declares. “I’ve given you this heritage. It’s Mine. I’m in control.” In so saying, God not only shows an awareness of Israel’s difficulties, but a readiness to defend His possession.

Psalm 60:8 (a)
 

Moab is my washpot…

In God’s estimation, Moab, an enemy of Israel, was washed up, wiped out.

Psalm 60:8 (b)
 

…over Edom will I cast out my shoe…

So little regard did God have for Edom, another enemy of Israel, it’s as if He’s saying He would empty the pebbles in His shoe over her.

Psalm 60:8 (c)
 

…Philistia, triumph thou because of me.

Newer translations render this verse, “I will triumph over the Philistines.”

Psalm 60:9
 

Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?

The “strong city” refers to Petra, the Edomite capital, thought to be invincible. Although David had dispatched Joab, his general, to go south to engage the Edomites in battle, he himself desired to go.

Psalm 60:10–12
 

Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us off? and thou, O God, which didst not go out with our armies? Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

At this point, David realizes that the secret of his strength, the source of his success did not lie in the might of his armies but in the might of the Almighty. His armies were nothing unless they were being empowered, anointed, and directed by the Lord. Years later, David would forget this and listen to the subtle suggestion of Satan and fall into his most grievous sin. When most people think of David’s most grievous sin, they think of his affair with Bathsheba. But that was not his greatest sin, according to Scripture. His greatest sin was the day he decided to number his army (2 Samuel 24).

In counting his soldiers, David showed he was relying on his own strength and resources. No longer would he say, “Vain is the help of men. It’s You, Lord, and only You who allows us to do valiantly.” Instead, he would look to his own military machine.

How tragic it is that, perhaps as we grow older in the things of God, sometimes, like David, we begin to depend on our own abilities, resources, or personalities. In earlier days of service, we walked in dependency upon the Lord in fear and trembling with much prayer. The good news is that we can return to those early days the moment we remember that it’s only with the simplicity and dependence of a little child that we enter the kingdom (Matthew 18:3, 4).

Psalm 61
 

To the chief Musician upon Neginah, A Psalm of David.

David was a man who knew how to pray. We think of him as a person of worship. And he was that. But he was also a warrior in prayer. Psalm 61 is a psalm in which we can hear the heart of David expressed in this prayer to his Father. It was written as he fled from Jerusalem, following his son, Absalom’s, insurrection. It was to be played upon the neginah, a stringed instrument played by the striking of a small hammer.

Psalm 61:1
 

Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer.

This man after God’s heart, this giant of faith was no sissy. As a young boy, David took on a bear and then a lion. He slew a giant and took on three hundred Philistines. He leaped over walls and led troops in battle. He was by no means a crybaby. But he discovered a secret in life: the importance of crying to the Lord. And he did so freely.

In the following eight verses, we see six benefits of prayer…

Psalm 61:2 (a)
 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee…

As he fled Jerusalem, David left behind wives, family, friends, and the city he loved so deeply. Yet he could reach out to them through prayer. So too, even though I might be driven to the wilderness, even though I might feel like an exile or an outcast, I can still pray. In fact, I can pray for anyone regardless of where they might be geographically or emotionally. Prayer can reach from the end of the earth.

Psalm 61:2 (b)
 

…when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

Not only can prayer reach farther, but it can go higher. No matter how tall the skyscrapers when you fly into a city, they always look small from the plane. You might feel your problems are overwhelmingly tall, but when you pray, you get above them and gain an entirely different perspective.

The Rock to which we are led is, of course, Jesus Christ—the Rock of our salvation.

Psalm 61:3, 4
 

For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy. I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah.

Prayer not only allows us to reach farther and go higher, but it also allows us to come closer. The “covert of thy wings” is a reference to the ark of the covenant. Atop the ark were two golden angels whose touching wings formed an arch over the mercy seat. It was at the mercy seat God met with His people (Exodus 25:22). I have discovered over and over again that, even though I come in a moment of misery, a day of difficulty, or a time of trouble, I can come boldly into the Lord’s presence through prayer. And He meets me because of His mercy (Hebrews 4:16).

Psalm 61:5
 

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name.

Prayer also allows us to grow richer. We become so much richer in the things of the Lord, richer in our experience with Him and our knowledge about Him as we come to Him in prayer.

Psalm 61:6, 7
 

Thou wilt prolong the king’s life: and his years as many generations. He shall abide before God for ever: O prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him.

Prayer allows us to live longer. Even the medical community is discovering that prayer can affect every part of a person’s being. And, even when we leave this earth, we who know the Lord will live forever.

Psalm 61:8
 

So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, that I may daily perform my vows.

Prayer enables us to be happier. “Ask and you shall receive that your joy may be full,” Jesus said (see John 16:24). In other words, Jesus asks us to ask Him. Why? Because He “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20).

Even at the time he was being smitten, even when his heart was broken, David knew things would work out. I have found the same to be true. Even before you see the solution come your way, something happens in your soul when you take time to pray. Like David, you find yourself rejoicing.

Psalm 62
 

To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 62 continues with the story of Absalom’s rebellion against his father. This was a psalm to be orchestrated by Jeduthun, one of the chief musicians (1 Chronicles 25:3).

Psalm 62:1–4
 

Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved. How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence. They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah.

In addition to leading the nation into a deeper understanding of the ways of the Father, David led them successfully militarily and politically as well. Yet Absalom’s camp didn’t acknowledge this. Instead, they lied about him. Knowing this, David gives advice to his soul…

Psalm 62:5
 

My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.

In verse 1, David said, “Truly my soul waits upon God.” Here, in verse 5, he tells his soul to wait only on God, as if to say, “You know it theologically, now do it practically.”

“Be still,” David tells himself. And that is what we must do, as well. Sometimes, when we’re criticized unfairly, we think we have to do something, or, at the very least, say something. But more often than not, the most effective thing we can do is simply to wait. Many are the times I’ve regretted doing something. But I’ve never regretted waiting.

Psalm 62:6
 

He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.

After advising his soul to be still, David tells it to be sure. In verse 2, he said, “I shall not be greatly moved.” Here, in verse 6, he says he shall not be moved at all. In other words, he’s stabilizing his own soul.

The Bible declares that the power of life and death is in the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). If we speak words of anxiety, fear, and trepidation, death will creep in. But when we speak the Word of God boldly and confidently, life abounds.

…for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. Hebrews 13:5 (b), 6


Did you catch that? “He hath said… so that we may boldly say.…” What hath He said? He said, “I will never leave you.” So I tell myself that, as well. He said, “All things work together for good to those who love God” (Romans 8:28), so I speak those words to my soul. He said, “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:4), so I tell myself to rejoice.

David is strengthening his own soul by speaking to it the things the Lord had spoken to him. And we can do the same thing.

Psalm 62:7
 

In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.

“Be still,” David said. “Be sure.” And, finally, “be strong,” realizing that his strength was in God.

After advising his soul in verses 6 and 7, David will admonish his subjects in verses 8 through 12…

Psalm 62:8
 

Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.

“Trust in God,” David says, “and pour out your heart to Him.” Can you remember the last time you spent a significant chunk of time pouring out your heart to the Lord? I’m not talking about the discipline of daily devotions, as good as that is. I’m talking about crying to the Lord from the seeming end of the earth. If you do that, I guarantee you’ll find that God is truly your strength and refuge.

Psalm 62:9
 

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.

“Trust in the Lord and not in men, regardless of their position.” We hear these things and we agree. But then we get into trouble and what do we do? We don’t seek the Lord. We don’t move into a time of fasting and prayer. We go to one another with our problems and try to figure out how to get help from people the Bible calls lighter than vanity. How we need to seek the Lord.

Psalm 62:10
 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them.

Don’t trust in men. Don’t trust in might. And don’t trust in money. Money has a way of disappearing. In fact, the Bible says it has wings (Proverbs 23:5).

Psalm 62:11
 

God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.

Only God has power to see you through. Only God has the authority to solve all problems.

Psalm 62:12 (a)
 

Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy…

God is not only powerful, He’s merciful. Men of low degree might be merciful, but they lack power. Men of high degree have power, but they lack mercy. Only God has the winning combination.

Psalm 62:12 (b)
 

…for thou renderest to every man according to his work.

“What must we do to do the works of God?” they asked Jesus.

“This is the work of God,” He answered, “that you believe on Him whom the Father hath sent” (see John 6:28, 29).

If you truly believe in Jesus, you have done the singular work of God. That’s the glorious good news of the gospel of grace. It’s not what we do. It’s what He has done that matters. It’s not who we are. It’s who He is that counts. And He’ll render to us according to that singular work. He’ll bless us if we simply trust in Him.

Psalm 63
 

A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.

Having fled from his son, David is in the desert region in Judaea. It’s dry, arid, and the conditions are brutal. Tradition has it that this psalm was read every day by the early church fathers.

Psalm 63:1 (a)
 

O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee…

There’s something about seeking God early in the day that I find extremely helpful. The manna came down morning by morning but by the time the sun began to rise, it would melt and disappear (Exodus 16:21). So too, if we want to be nourished spiritually, many of us have found that we need to seek the Lord early because, once the day gets underway, temperatures rise, activities and demands jostle for our attention, and we don’t have time like we do early in the day to wait upon the Lord. This isn’t legalism, just a piece of practical advice.

Psalm 63:1 (b), 2
 

…my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.

David was in a dry place physically and, evidently, spiritually as well. During this time, he remembers what he experienced when he was in the sanctuary. We need to remember the vision we had on the mountain to enable us to go through the dryness of the valleys. Call to mind the special times God has met you, the times He has been real to you.

Why don’t we experience the sweetness of the sanctuary or the thrill of the mountaintop constantly? So that we will learn to walk by faith and not by feeling. Our faith will grow, our walk will mature if, during times of dryness, we determine to hang in there and keep going.

What are we to do when we feel dry, when we feel as though we’re in a spiritual desert? In this psalm, we see what David did…

Psalm 63:3, 4
 

Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.

Even though David was in a dry place, he sought to bring blessing to God. The word “bless” means “to convey happiness or prosperity.” We can’t bring God prosperity, but we can bring Him happiness with our lifted hands.

When our two-year-old granddaughter, Bailey, met us at the airport recently, she came running our direction with her hands up. Oh, how seeing this little redheaded girl running to me with uplifted hands blessed my heart. And that’s how our Father feels about each of us.

Psalm 63:5–7
 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.

David meditates on God. If you can’t sleep, don’t toss and turn. Don’t try to figure out situations. Meditate. How? Think about one of your favorite gospel stories. For example, think of Jesus touching the blind man’s eyes and the joy that he must have experienced. Think about Jesus and how He ministered and you’ll find yourself entering into new realms of understanding.

Psalm 63:8–10
 

My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me. But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth. They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes.

David seeks after God. The term “followeth hard” is also seen in the Book of Ruth. When Naomi told her daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, to return to Moab, Scripture tells us that Orpah kissed Naomi, but Ruth clave to her (Ruth 1:14). The word “clave” is literally “followed hard.” In other words, Ruth said, “I’m going to stick by you. I don’t care how dry it gets. I don’t care how hot it is. I don’t care how unfruitful it might be initially. I’m going to cling to you day by day.” And that’s what Ruth’s great-grandson, David, said concerning the Lord. Oh, that we might say it as well.

Psalm 63:11
 

But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.

David rejoices in God. David chose to bless God. He chose to meditate on God. He chose to seek God. And here, he chooses to rejoice in God. It’s all a matter of choice.

Psalm 64
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 64 is believed to have been written in the same context as Psalm 63, during the period of Absalom’s insurrection.

Psalm 64:1–4
 

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy. Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity: Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words: That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not.

David had prayed for forgiveness. He had received God’s mercy. But his enemies were still shooting at him.

Psalm 64:5, 6
 

They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying snares privily; they say, Who shall see them? They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep.

In other words, David’s enemies were rummaging around in his past.

Psalm 64:7
 

But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded.

In verse 3, David spoke of the enemies’ arrows. Here, he speaks of God’s single arrow. God only needs one arrow because He doesn’t miss. It might be months or years later, but in due time, He will come to your defense. And when He strings His arrow and lets it fly, you can be sure it will hit its mark.

Psalm 64:8, 9
 

So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee away. And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing.

The words and actions of David’s enemies would ultimately backfire. The tragic proof of this is that when Ahithophel realized Absalom would not take his advice, knowing Absalom was doomed, he hung himself (2 Samuel 17:23).

If I am rummaging around in someone’s problems or past, bringing up his shortcomings and failure, it will eventually come back and strike me. That is why Paul would warn us that if we bite each other, we’ll be devoured by each other (Galatians 5:15).

Psalm 64:10
 

The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall glory.

The fear of the enemy in verse 1 is replaced by the gladness of the Lord here in verse 10 as David is reminded of the Lord’s ability to deal with his enemies.

Psalm 65
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.

Psalm 65 is a celebration of both a physical and spiritual harvest. In David’s day, it celebrated the harvest of the first fruits, the crop that promised a great harvest in a later season. But it is also a prophecy of what will take place in that grand and glorious day when Jesus rules and reigns on this planet.

In verses 1 through 4, we see God’s graciousness. In verses 5 through 13, we see His government.

Psalm 65:1
 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed.

“Praise waits for Thee,” or, literally, “Praise is silent before Thee.” Sometimes, I find myself jumping for joy at the mercy of God. But it is equally important and valid to stand in silence before His majesty. Yes, there’s a time to shout for joy. But there’s also a time to be hushed in holiness.

Psalm 65:2
 

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.

See in your mind’s eye a harvest of people—not just crops, but souls.

Psalm 65:3, 4
 

Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away. Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.

Aware of his own sinfulness, David is amazed that he was chosen to be part of God’s family, to abide in His house. Truly, it is because of the Lord’s mercy that all of us are not consumed (Lamentations 3:22). Like David, we are unspeakably blessed to be part of God’s kingdom, and not just us, but those who refuse the mark of the beast and will, therefore, make it through the Tribulation (Revelation 20:4).

Psalm 65:5–8
 

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea: Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded with power: Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice.

The Tribulation has come to a conclusion. Mountains have blown up. Islands have disappeared. Blood has been flowing. But, following the awesome demonstration of God’s power, people are drawn to Him, coming from all four corners of the earth. In that day, there will be an eradication of all that is false—no more cold, philosophical platitudes, no more hot, hateful tempers flaring. Paganism will be put away. False religions will be put down.

Psalm 65:9 (a)
 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water…

The river of God will flow from Jerusalem on the day Jesus comes back. On that day, the Mount of Olives will split in two. From the right side of the altar of the temple, a river will flow to the region of En-gedi and the Dead Sea, causing that which was dead to come to life again in a proliferation of trees, fruit, and blessings (Revelation 22). For 1,000 years, things will be the way they were supposed to be before sin figured into the equation.

Psalm 65:9 (b)–13 (a)
 

…thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side. The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn…

Zechariah says that in the kingdom age, rain will fall everywhere except upon the people who refuse to worship the King (14:17). In David’s day, God’s gracious gift of rain resulted in green pastures and satisfied flocks—in abundance, fatness, and goodness. So too, the gift of the water of God’s Spirit results in fruit that cannot be found anywhere else (Galatians 5:22, 23). But He doesn’t force it on anyone.

Psalm 65:13 (b)
 

…they shout for joy, they also sing.

The psalm that began with hushed praise ends with shouts of joy as David looks ahead and looks up.

Psalm 66
 

To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm.

Most commentators believe that Psalm 66 was penned by Hezekiah, king of Judah, after the Lord delivered the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the attack of the Assyrian army. Although the city was surrounded by 185,000 Assyrians, Isaiah had prophesied that not a single arrow from an Assyrian bow would make its way into Jerusalem (37:33). Indeed, that night, an angel of the Lord came and slaughtered the entire army (2 Kings). It seems Hezekiah wrote this psalm in celebration of this event.

This psalm is divided into two parts. The first half, verses 1 through 12, would be sung by a choir. The second half, verses 13 through 20, would be sung by a soloist, perhaps by Hezekiah himself.

Psalm 66:1
 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:

A joyful noise doesn’t require skill—only desire. Even I can do that! So can you.

Psalm 66:2–4
 

Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah.

This first stanza deals with the God of all peoples. The second stanza deals with the God of Israel…

Psalm 66:5
 

Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.

Those who, like the Assyrians, have the audacity to oppose God’s people will see how powerful the God of Israel is.

Psalm 66:6 (a)
 

He turned the sea into dry land…

As Moses led the people out of Egypt toward the Promised Land, the Red Sea parted before them (Exodus 14).

Psalm 66:6 (b)
 

…they went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him.

After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites made their way to the Jordan to enter into the Promised Land. Again, God miraculously parted the waters and they walked across on dry land (Joshua 3).

Psalm 66:7
 

He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah.

Be they Assyrians, Canaanites, or Egyptians, let them be forewarned.

Psalm 66:8–12
 

O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard: Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved. For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.

The purest ore is produced in the hottest furnace. The brightest thunderbolts come from the darkest clouds. The Jewish people have indeed been through the furnace and through stormy days. But there’s a purity and a wonder that will be produced in them as they make their way through the coming storm of the Tribulation. The invitation is this: See how God has preserved us. See how He has brought us through.

And now the soloist begins to sing…

Psalm 66:13–15
 

I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows, Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah.

If indeed Hezekiah is the author, he no doubt felt pressured, troubled, concerned by the Assyrians. Here, he says he will carry through with what he had promised.

We are told to be careful about making vows lightly (Ecclesiastes 5:4, 5). But something wonderful can happen when we are inspired to make a heartfelt commitment or vow. I think of Hanna. “Lord, if You bless me with a child, I will give him to You,” she prayed. The Lord heard her vow and blessed Hannah with Samuel, one of the greatest of the prophets (1 Samuel 1; 2).

Baptism is one such vow, for through it we say, “Lord, I believe in You. I give my life to You. I want to live for You.” God honors that kind of commitment.

Psalm 66:16
 

Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.

If our hearts overflow with thanksgiving for what the Lord has done for us in rescuing us from destruction and from the attack of the enemy, let us be those who continue to praise His name.

Psalm 66:17, 18
 

I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

In his day of adversity, when the Assyrians surrounded the city, Hezekiah cried to the Lord, knowing if he harbored sin in his heart, the Lord wouldn’t hear him. If your prayers don’t seem to get through, it may be due to unconfessed sin. It’s not that God is mad at you. Rather, He loves you so much that if you’re walking contrary to His will, He will be strangely silent in order that you might ask Him to search your heart and to show you what is amiss (Psalm 139:23).

Peter says, “Husbands, if you’re not loving your wives properly, it will hinder your prayers” (see 1 Peter 3:7). Maybe that’s why your prayers have crashed recently.

James says “You have not because you ask not. You ask and receive not because you ask amiss” (4:2, 3). When you don’t see results in your prayer, come before the Lord and ask Him why.

Psalm 66:19, 20
 

But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.

The psalmist acknowledges that it was not due to the piety of his prayer or the purity of his heart that his prayer was heard. It was due simply to God’s mercy.

Psalm 67
 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song.

Psalm 67
 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah. That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.

Psalm 67 swings on the hinge of the first word of verse 2: that. “Bless us God,” the psalmist writes, “that Thy way may be known upon the earth.” In other words, “Bless us, God, so that we, in turn, might be a blessing.”

So many teachings center on how we can be healthy, wealthy, or happy as if health, wealth, and happiness were ends in themselves. God does want to bless us, but the purpose is that all the earth may be brought to Him. This was God’s intention all along for the people of Israel. They were chosen to be a blessing, a light to all the nations…

…I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6 (b)


“I’m choosing you, Israel, that you might be a light unto the nations, that they might see in you My beauty, My reality and be drawn to Me,” God said. The Jews were to be looking out, reaching out to a world that was lost in darkness. They were to be a light, a witness of who God is. But they lost sight of this calling. In fact, they eventually began to view Gentiles as simply fuel to keep hell hot. They had no compassion for the Gentiles and, as a result, turned inward. As they did, things began to sour.

The same thing can happen to us. Like Israel, we can begin to turn inward. We can lose our desire to share our faith. And, I know from experience, that when I stop sharing my faith, I tend to turn inward and become dry.

In the north of Israel lies the Sea of Galilee. It teems with life. But in the south, there is another body of water: the Dead Sea. There’s no life there. Why? In the Sea of Galilee, there is inflow and outflow. The Jordan River comes in and flows through. In the Dead Sea, however, although there is an inflow, there is no outflow. Consequently, the saline content of the water has built up to the point where nothing can grow. The same thing can be true of us spiritually. If you feel like the Dead Sea, it could very well be because there is not an outflow in your life.

If I’m not looking for people to reach out to, I miss my calling, my purpose and suddenly, my walk is dry. Bible study will be boring. Prayer will be meaningless. Devotion will be nonexistent. Praise will be an effort. But when I say, “Lord, bless me so I can go to work and share the gospel, so that I can tell someone he’s loved by You,” suddenly my prayer life will have purpose, the Word will come alive, and praise will overflow once again.

Psalm 68
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song of David.

Psalm 68 is a dedicatory psalm that is believed to have been penned by David after he pitched a tent for the ark he had brought back from the house of Obed-edom (2 Samuel 6). We see in this psalm, most likely written for the dedication service, an invocation in verses 1 through 6, a reiteration in verses 7 through 14, celebration in verses 15 through 19, and an invitation in verses 20 through 23.

Psalm 68:1 (a)
 

Let God arise…

“Let God arise,” or, literally, “God has begun to rise.”

Psalm 68:1 (b)
 

…let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him.

This is the same phrase Moses used in Numbers 10:35 as God’s people set out for the Promised Land.

“Lord, as You come in, let Your enemies fall down.” When the Philistines captured the ark and put it in the temple of their half-man, half-fish god, the false god fell down. The Philistines propped him up, only to find him fallen down the next day with his hands and head broken off. Finally, to protect their god, they sent the ark away (1 Samuel 5). That’s always the way it is. The key to overcoming the enemy is to bring God into the situation. After all, if you walk into a dark room, you don’t curse the darkness or command the darkness to flee. You just turn on the light. The light of the Lord will naturally dispel the darkness of wickedness.

Psalm 68:2
 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

Maybe you struggle with a habit or a thought pattern. But the more you try to deal with it, the more you find yourself enslaved by it. The key is to let God arise. Worship the Lord. Talk to Him through prayer. Read about Him in the Word. Praise Him in song. Let God arise and as you do, His enemies will perish and melt like wax.

Psalm 68:3–5
 

But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him. A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

Rejoice in the Lord. Sing praise to the Lord. He is a Father to the fatherless. He cares for the widows. In fact, throughout Scripture, we see that God has a special commitment to those who are defenseless.

Psalm 68:6 (a)
 

God setteth the solitary in families…

“It is not good that man be alone,” God declared when He created Adam (Genesis 2:18). Seeing Adam’s need before Adam even knew he had one, God assigned Adam to name the animals. As Adam named Mr. Giraffe and Mrs. Giraffe, Mr. Hippo and Mrs. Hippo—he must have realized there was a partner for each of them except him. In this way, God made Adam aware of his need. For what purpose? To fulfill it—for it was as Adam slept that God created a woman, a bride, a completer for him.

Psalm 68:6 (b)
 

…he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

Whether you’re bound with chains of addiction or chains of depression, chains of regret or chains of fear, the Lord has come to set you free. If you rebel against Him, however, you’ll experience drought in your soul.

After this invocation, we see a reiteration of what God had done in the lives of His people…

Psalm 68:7, 8
 

O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, when thou didst march through the wilderness; Selah: The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

It’s always encouraging to remember how God worked in the past. No doubt David had heard the stories about how the mountain shook at Sinai. Even though this was before his time, even though he hadn’t seen or experienced it, David drew encouragement from God’s mighty work in the past.

Psalm 68:9, 10
 

Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary. Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: thou, O God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor.

The Lord does this for me all the time. When I’m weary and find myself getting frustrated, the Lord begins to rain blessings upon me. Have you ever noticed that on a day you don’t really pray at all, you just get blessed? Sometimes when you forget to have morning devotions, you just get blessed anyway. Why? Because our God is a loving Father who looks at you and says, “I know you’re weary. So I’m just going to rain blessing upon you.”

We have a tendency to think God is out to blast us, when in reality, He’s out to bless us. The enemy will challenge this again and again. But here we read that even when the land was weary and His people poor, God confirmed them both as His inheritance.

In verses 11 through 14, we move from the wilderness to the conquest of the land in the days of Joshua and the judges…

Psalm 68:11, 12 (a)
 

The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it. Kings of armies did flee apace…

When the Word was heard, the enemies fled. God’s people weren’t victorious because of their military might or technology. They were victorious solely because the Lord gave the Word. How will you be victorious? By believing and proclaiming the Word of the Lord. Publish the Word. Grab hold of a promise in Scripture. Share it—and watch the enemy flee.

Psalm 68:12 (b)
 

…and she that tarried at home divided the spoil.

I believe this refers to Jael, the woman who pounded a spike through the head of the enemy that once controlled her (Judges 5). Jael’s example is one that we can follow, for we are told in Romans 6 that we’re to reckon the old man of our flesh that once controlled us to be dead. How? Not by driving a spike through his head, but by remembering the spikes that were driven through the hands and feet of Jesus, by realizing the work He did on the Cross.

Psalm 68:13, 14
 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold. When the Almighty scattered kings in it, it was white as snow in Salmon.

The wilderness wanderings were over. God’s people were in the Promised Land. The enemy was blown away like snowflakes in a blizzard.

In verses 15 through 19, we see a celebration of their present situation…

Psalm 68:15, 16
 

The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; an high hill as the hill of Bashan. Why leap ye, ye high hills? this is the hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the LORD will dwell in it for ever.

In the northeastern border of Israel are the hills of Bashan. They’re the biggest mountains in the region, peaking at Mount Hermon. Mount Zion, on the other hand, is just a little slope. It’s not high or topographically impressive. But, because God chose to dwell there, it was blessed indeed. God’s choice of Mount Zion should not be surprising, for He has a habit of choosing the small things, the foolish things of the world to confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27). And am I ever glad about that!

Psalm 68:17
 

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.

Angels are frequently spoken of as being chariots. Elijah was escorted to heaven in a fiery chariot. When Elisha’s servant’s eyes were opened, he saw fiery chariots ready to defend them (2 Kings 6).

Psalm 68:18, 19
 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them. Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah.

The initial mention of captives would refer to a military victory. But Paul says it’s more than that—it’s the Son of David who ascended not to the top of a hill, but all the way to heaven. In Old Testament days, those who died couldn’t go directly to heaven because Christ had not yet died for their sins. They went to a place called paradise or Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22). After Jesus died on the Cross, Paul tells us He descended into paradise and led them to heaven. Then He gave gifts to them as He poured out His Spirit (Ephesians 4:8).

Psalm 68:20–23
 

He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord belong the issues from death. But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses. The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, I will bring my people again from the depths of the sea: That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same.

The invitation is simple: Be delivered or be destroyed. You can either have salvation and deliverance or destruction. God will rescue you if you let Him. We must tell people that hell is real. The invitation is truly a matter of life and death.

Following the invitation of verses 20 through 23, we see the song of the saved in verses 24 through 27…

Psalm 68:24–27
 

They have seen thy goings, O God; even the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary. The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; among them were the damsels playing with timbrels. Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel. There is little Benjamin with their ruler, the princes of Judah and their council, the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali.

A great procession accompanies the ark as tambourines are played, instruments are sounded, and a great song is sung. David closes with a prayer in verses 28 through 31 and a benediction in verses 32 through 35…

Psalm 68:28–31
 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength: strengthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought for us. Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring presents unto thee. Rebuke the company of spearmen, the multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people, till every one submit himself with pieces of silver: scatter thou the people that delight in war. Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God.

We see the fulfillment of this in Acts 2 and 8—for Egyptians were no doubt in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and, later, an Ethiopian official who was saved when Philip shared the gospel with him.

Psalm 68:32–35
 

Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises unto the Lord; Selah: To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice. Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.

David issues an open invitation to any and all who would praise the majesty and mercy, the glory and grace of the God of Israel.

Psalm 69
 

To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 69 is the Psalm of the Suffering One. We can relate to part of it, but only He can relate to all of it. In this psalm a powerful prophecy is portrayed of what Jesus would endure on the Cross of Calvary. With the exception of Psalm 22, it is the most-quoted psalm in the New Testament. Thinking through what He did for me personally reminds me of two things: how little I know about suffering, and how much Jesus loves me.

In this Song of the Sufferer, we see His condition in the first twelve verses. We hear His cry in verses 13 through 28. And we feel His confidence in verses 29 through 36.

Psalm 69:1, 2
 

Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me.

April 10, 1912. In Southampton, England, 60,000 tons of machinery and marvel began to make its way across the Atlantic Ocean headed for the east coast of this country. The Titanic was thought to be unsinkable. Five days later, it lay at the bottom of the ocean in dark, icy water. The Titanic hit an iceberg and a three-hundred-foot gash was cut into her side.

Jesus left His home in glory. He was unsinkable. That is, Herod couldn’t kill Him. His enemies couldn’t touch Him. Even the storms on the sea of Galilee couldn’t sink Him. But now He cries out as there would be a gash in His side, not made by an iceberg, but by a spear. He’s in deep waters. He’s going through indescribable difficulty. He who knew no sin was made sin as He took our sin upon Him (2 Corinthians 5:21), and He feels as though He’s drowning.

Psalm 69:3, 4 (a)
 

I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head…

Jesus would quote this verse in John 15:25, acknowledging that He was hated without a cause.

Psalm 69:4 (b)
 

…they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.

Indeed, Jesus paid that which He didn’t owe.

Psalm 69:5
 

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee.

How could this be that Jesus would talk of His foolishness, His guilt? Again, it’s this mystery and marvel that He who knew no sin was made sin for you and me, identifying with us. He took our foolishness, our stupidity, our sin, our iniquity upon Himself.

Psalm 69:6
 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel.

Even while He’s going through deep waters, His soul flooded with anguish as He became sin, Jesus is still concerned about others. Perhaps He’s praying for Peter, who had denied Him, or for Thomas, who would doubt Him. Yes, they would be ashamed and confounded initially—but Jesus’ prayer would be answered, for they would both go on to become giants of faith ultimately.

Psalm 69:7
 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face.

Shame covered our Lord’s face in the form of the spittle of His enemies.

“In my life, Lord, be glorified,” we sing. “I have decided to follow Jesus,” we sing. “I will serve You because I love You,” we sing. “Have Thine own way, Lord,” we sing.

And the Lord says, “The way you can serve Me, the way you can follow Me, the way I can be glorified is to allow you to go through deep waters, to feel the pain and hurt of suffering, in order that I can show the world that My people aren’t mercenaries, that they don’t serve Me only for the blessings I give.”

Psalm 69:8
 

I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children.

John tells us Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe on Him (7:3). In fact, they wouldn’t believe on Him until after He had died and risen from the dead. David prophetically and correctly refers to them as “my mother’s children” because Joseph was not Jesus’ father.

Psalm 69:9
 

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.

This verse is quoted in John 2 as the reason Jesus went into the temple and drove out the moneychangers who were charging exorbitant rates of exchange. It has been said that you can determine the size of a man by the size of the things that irritate him. The thing that irritated Jesus was seeing His Father’s house used as a den of thieves, thereby preventing people from drawing close to Him.

Psalm 69:10, 11
 

When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach. I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a proverb to them.

When did Jesus make sackcloth His garment? We have no record. That is why John said the earth itself couldn’t contain all the books that could be written about Him (21:25).

Psalm 69:12
 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards.

It was in the city gate were business and legislative matters were decided. Thus, not only did the drunkards speak against Jesus, but the city leaders did, as well.

Psalm 69:13
 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation.

Rather than complain to man, David prays to God.

Psalm 69:14–16
 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies.

David appealed to God not on the basis of his own merit, but on the basis of God’s lovingkindness, or, literally, “exuberance of kindness” and His tender mercies, or, literally the affection a mother feels for her children.

Psalm 69:17–19
 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: hear me speedily. Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies. Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee.

The lovingkindness and tender mercies of the Father would be hidden from the Son as He hung on the Cross in shame and dishonour, or, literally, nakedness, for you and me.

Psalm 69:20 (a)
 

Reproach hath broken my heart…

When the soldiers stuck a spear in Jesus’ side to ensure that He was dead, blood and water flowed (John 19:34). This would be indicative of a ruptured—or broken—heart.

Psalm 69:20 (b)
 

…and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

This very likely refers to the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus was full of such heaviness that He was at the point of death (Luke 22:44). It wasn’t the physical suffering Jesus feared. It was the thought of being separated from His Father that terrorized Him.

I wonder what terrorizes us. We can go for days without fellowshiping with God. Not Jesus. The very thought of this actually caused Him to sweat blood (Luke 22:44).

Psalm 69:21
 

They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

As Jesus hung on the Cross, He was offered myrrh and vinegar either as a painkiller or to prolong the ordeal. But He refused (Matthew 27:34). Still today, people reach first for emotional painkillers rather than to embrace the work of the Cross.

In verse 22, the tide turns. No longer on the Cross of Calvary, Jesus is in the valley of Megiddo where the armies of the world will gather together against Him…

Psalm 69:22 (a)
 

Let their table become a snare before them…

Consider what the Book of Revelation says concerning the destiny of those who won’t come to His table and eat of His broken body and drink of the blood shed for them…

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. Revelation 19:17, 18


Those who refuse to receive the work He has done so graciously and lovingly will end up in destruction and damnation. If they don’t come to His table, their table will indeed become a snare.

Psalm 69:22 (b)–24
 

…and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake. Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.

This speaks of the day of the Lord when tribulation is upon the face of the earth, when God’s wrath is poured out on a Christ-rejecting, sinful people.

Psalm 69:25
 

Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.

Let their habitation be desolate. Peter will quote this verse in reference to Judas (Acts 1:20).

Psalm 69:26 (a)
 

For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten…

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” Jesus would ask the one who would later be known as Paul (Acts 9:4). In other words, in smiting the body of believers, Paul was actually attacking Jesus. The same is still true. Whenever I come down on people in the body of Christ, I am smiting the Lord Himself to a very real degree.

Psalm 69:26 (b)–28
 

…and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.

Because God desires that none should perish (2 Peter 3:9), I believe every person’s name is written in the Book of Life. But names can be blotted out. How? By saying, “I do not want to be part of the Lord’s family.”

God loves us so much He would say to people today, “The only way you can be blotted out of the Book of Life, the only way you can end up in hell is over My dead body. I died to keep you from that place. But if you trample on that body, if you refuse to receive what was done in the breaking and bleeding of that body, you will experience wrath and righteous indignation because your sin will remain and it will be your sin that will keep you out of heaven.”

Psalm 69:29
 

But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high.

Jesus will indeed be set on high. His name will be so far above all names that at His name, every knee will bow, every tongue confess that He is Lord (Philippians 2:10, 11).

Psalm 69:30–33
 

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that seek God. For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners.

Perhaps even in the midst of His own pain and shame, Jesus sang on the Cross.

When the day is dark, the psalmist says, “I will praise the Lord with a song and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.” To magnify the Lord doesn’t so much mean to make Him bigger, but to put Him in focus. You see, when I sing and when I give thanksgiving, things are put into focus—not just for me, but for those around me.

“The Lord despiseth not His prisoners,” David declares. Who else sang in a dark night? In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were in prison and what happened? When they praised God with singing and magnified Him with thanksgiving, the prison doors flew open. The other prisoners could have walked out, but they didn’t. I suggest they stuck around to learn more about a God that would cause beaten men to sing.

Psalm 69:34–36
 

Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything that moveth therein. For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it in possession. The seed also of his servants shall inherit it: and they that love his name shall dwell therein.

The One who was the suffering Servant will come back as the conquering King ruling and reigning in power and perfection.

Psalm 70
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance.

Beginning with “Make haste,” and ending with “Make no tarrying,” Psalm 70 is the psalm of the impatient person…

Psalm 70
 

Make haste, O God, to deliver me; make haste to help me, O LORD. Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt. Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha. Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: and let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be magnified. But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, make no tarrying.

In this psalm, David says what we so often say: “Oh, Lord, hurry!”

The Lord’s clock runs a little differently than ours does. “Behold, I come quickly,” He said two thousand years ago (Revelation 22:7).


“Quickly?” we say. “Lord, that was two thousand years ago!”

But, as Peter says, a thousand years with the Lord is as a day (2 Peter 3:8). Therefore, according to the Lord’s clock, He’s only been gone a couple days.

“Lord, the one thou lovest is sick,” Mary and Martha said to Jesus (John 11:3). Surely, their heart was saying, “Make haste, O, Lord. Don’t tarry. Come quickly.” But Jesus didn’t come quickly. In fact, He waited four days. When He at last arrived, both Martha and Mary said to Him, “Lord, if only You had been here, our brother wouldn’t have died.” Little did they know that a far greater miracle was about to unfold before their eyes. Jesus brought Lazarus back from the dead and a greater witness went out as God was indeed magnified.

Psalm 71
 

Although there is no identification of the human author of this psalm, from verses 9 and 18, we know he was an old man. Because all of the verses in Psalm 71 are found in other psalms, I suggest the psalmist heard what had already been sung and embraced the songs as his own in this psalm for old age…

Psalm 71:1
 

In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon Thee,” Isaiah declares (26:3). Thus, even in old age—especially in old age—the Lord renews our minds and will keep us from confusion.

Psalm 71:2, 3
 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me. Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress.

“You, Lord, are my strong habitation,” the psalmist declares. “It’s not a matter of a different geographical location, a warmer climate, or a cheaper spot. What I desire is simply You.”

Psalm 71:4
 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.

If you’re young, you can think that, when you get older, you won’t have any more battles. But those of us who are getting older know that, “It ain’t heaven ’til heaven,” and that there will be battles all the days of our lives. Even in the psalmist’s latter days, he asks for deliverance.

The mistake of the young person is thinking that when he gets older, the battles will cease, he’ll be wise, and all problems will be solved. Surprise. It doesn’t necessarily work that way. Getting older doesn’t automatically make you wiser unless you’re making the Lord your habitation, your Rock, your Resort day by day.

Psalm 71:5
 

For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth.

“I’ve been with You, Lord, since the earliest of days,” the psalmist says.

I’m so glad that the Lord not only has saving strength, but keeping power. He can keep us all the days of our lives.

Psalm 71:6–8
 


By thee have I been holden up from the womb: thou art he that took me out of my mother’s bowels: my praise shall be continually of thee. I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong refuge. Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day.

In addition to confusion, another pitfall in growing older is complaining. If you’re getting older, rather than complaining about your aches and pains or the sorry state of society, choose to talk about the Lord continually. That’s the way to grow old gracefully and faithfully.

How can this be done? People try and discipline their tongues, but Jesus said that it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34). Therefore, the key to changing your speech is to change your heart. How? By allowing the Word of God to fill it day by day. If you do this, your heart, and therefore your words, will be filled with praise.

Psalm 71:9
 

Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth.

The psalmist knew that, even though his own strength was failing, he was safe in the strong One.

Psalm 71:10–12
 

For mine enemies speak against me; and they that lay wait for my soul take counsel together, Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take him; for there is none to deliver him. O God, be not far from me: O my God, make haste for my help.

If you think life gets easier as you get older, it doesn’t. The enemies that mount up against you will be there until the day you die. But so will the Lord.

Psalm 71:13, 14
 

Let them be confounded and consumed that are adversaries to my soul; let them be covered with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt. But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.

Hope is the absolute expectation of coming good. As the psalmist grows older, he doesn’t look back. He looks ahead, saying, “I will praise You more and more for what You’re going to do.”

That’s what an eighty-five-year-old Caleb said. When offered his choice of property in the Promised Land, he didn’t choose a beachfront setting or a home on the golf course. He said, “Give me the mountain where the giants are. I want to stay strong by taking on new territory” (see Joshua 14:12).

What trial are you facing? What giant is looming over you? Embrace it. As you get older, don’t get less radical. Don’t witness less. Don’t sleep in more. Don’t kick back. Be like Caleb—stronger than ever.

Psalm 71:15
 

My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof.

I don’t know when my last day is going to be. Oh, how I want to be remembered as one who magnified the Lord.

Psalm 71:16
 

I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.

The problem with getting older is that we tend to want to talk about ourselves. Not the psalmist. He chose to talk about the Lord.

Psalm 71:17, 18
 

O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come.

The most fulfilling ministry you’ll ever have at any age is with your own children or grandchildren—teaching them the Scriptures, talking to them of the grace of God.

Psalm 71:19–22
 

Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: O God, who is like unto thee! Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth. Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side. I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.

Either at the end of our lives, or when Jesus comes back for us, what a great day it will be when we are at last with Him.

Psalm 71:23, 24
 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed. My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: for they are confounded, for they are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt.

The enemy will be done in, wiped out, leaving us to praise our King all day long.

Psalm 72
 

A Psalm for Solomon.

The inscription tells us this was a psalm for Solomon—most likely a psalm of David written about and for his son who would follow him to the throne. More importantly, however, it speaks of the Greater than David, the Son of David, Jesus Christ, and the kingdom He will establish that will usher in peace and prosperity.

Psalm 72:1, 2
 

Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king’s son. He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment.

David prays for his son, that, as he reigns, he will make good, righteous, and just decisions. Solomon would, indeed, be known for his wisdom. Thus, David’s prayer would be answered and, of course, exceeded by the One who was to come, the Greater than Solomon, Jesus Christ (Luke 2:52).

Psalm 72:3
 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness.

When Jesus reigns, there will be peace on the hills and in the mountains, on every border and every boundary.

Psalm 72:4
 

He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.

Jesus’ reign will be perfect. The poor will be taken care of, the oppressor will be put down.

Psalm 72:5–7
 

They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

Times of refreshing, sweet fragrance, peace, and prosperity will endure for the 1,000 years Jesus will reign on earth.

Psalm 72:8
 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.

A theology known as Dominion Theology says that we’ll see righteousness ushered in when we, as believers, make changes in government, establish a new society, and institute a just order in the name of Jesus. Dominion Theology propounds that when we solve all of the spiritual, economic, and political problems, Jesus will come back to rule and reign. He’s simply waiting for us to do our work—to take dominion and to take authority.

The problem is, it doesn’t square with Daniel’s prophecy. In Daniel 2, we read of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue revealing the successive empires that would rule the world and Israel specifically. Then, we read of a stone that was cut without hands that will roll down and wipe out the statue. The important thing to note is that it was a stone cut out of the mountain without hands, without the help of man. This means that the Lord can come at any time and any day. He’s not waiting for us to take dominion because we can’t. Only the stone, the Rock of Ages Himself, can establish a kingdom of righteousness, grandeur, and glory.

Psalm 72:9–14
 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight.

Liberation Theology says the primary purpose of the church is to overthrow the greed of the capitalistic system and usher in a new economic order that will take care of the impoverished conditions of people across the planet. But, just like Dominion Theology, Liberation Theology is bankrupt. Jesus said, “The poor you’ll always have with you” (Matthew 26:11)—until the day He comes to rule and reign.

Psalm 72:15
 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.

When Jesus reigns, continual praise will be offered to Him.

Psalm 72:16 (a)
 

There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains…

Crops don’t normally grow on the tops of mountains. Therefore, this is a picture describing unparalleled prosperity, agricultural abundance, and economic security.

Psalm 72:16 (b)
 

…the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.

The fruit trees will be weighed down with so much fruit that they’ll tremble. When Jesus reigns, everything will be right. Nature will be restored.

Psalm 72:17 (a)
 

His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun…

The one name that will never let you down is Jesus’ name because there’s no other name under heaven by which men must be saved (Acts 4:12). Any other name or image you adopt will ultimately go out of style or disappoint. But you can be identified by the name of Jesus forever.

Psalm 72:17 (b)
 

…and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.

The name of Jesus is not only an enduring name but an enriching name. Men shall be blessed in Him. “Hitherto you have asked nothing in My name,” Jesus said. “Ask that you might receive and that your joy might be made full” (John 16:24).

Psalm 72:18, 19 (a)
 

Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever…

Silver and gold have we none, Peter and John would say. But such as we have give we thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And the man did just that. This name of Jesus causes lamebrains like you and me to walk and to leap and to praise God now and eternally. It’s an empowering name indeed.

Psalm 72:19 (b)
 

…and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.

On the day Jesus comes again to rule and reign, the whole earth will be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen—so be it. So be it!

Psalm 72:20
 

The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.

The word “ended” is often translated “fulfilled.” When are the prayers of David fulfilled? In the establishment of the kingdom he’s been writing about—when Jesus reigns.

Psalm 73
 

A Psalm of Asaph.

This psalm could have either been written by Asaph or one of his descendants. Asaph was one of David’s chief musicians, but he also had descendants that continued in this tradition.

Psalm 73:1 (a)
 

Truly God is good…

The foundation of our faith is that God is truly good. It was the goodness of God that Satan caused Adam and Eve to doubt by subtly suggesting that God was keeping back something good from them. Therefore, we must never give in to what we don’t know, but rather always cling to what we do know. And this we know: God is nothing but good.

Psalm 73:1 (b)
 

…to Israel…

Israel means “governed by God.” Therefore, God is good to those who place themselves under His rule.

Psalm 73:1 (c)
 

…even to such as are of a clean heart.

“If God is only good to those with a clean heart, I’m disqualified,” you might say, “because my heart is not always where it ought to be.” But the great news is that, if we walk in the light as He is in the light, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7).

Psalm 73:2, 3
 

But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

By taking his eyes off God and looking around at people and their possessions, the psalmist slowly but surely becomes confused.

Psalm 73:4, 5
 

For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men.

You’re mistaken, Asaph. Like Adam and Eve, you’re being seduced by Satan to believe a lie. Everyone has problems—the believer and the unbeliever alike. The difference is, as believers, we have access to the problem solver, Jesus Christ. And what a difference that makes.

Psalm 73:6, 7
 

Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment. Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.

“The wicked have everything they desire,” the psalmist says. But, again he is mistaken, for, as Solomon said, “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20).

Psalm 73:8, 9
 

They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily. They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.

The wicked speak arrogantly; they speak blasphemy; they speak against God. So how is it that the bad guys seem to get all the good stuff? the psalmist wonders.

Psalm 73:10
 

Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.

God’s people are squeezed and drained, whereas the wicked man lives in prosperity and ease.

Psalm 73:11
 

And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?

“God doesn’t care what I do,” the wicked man says, mistaking the patience of God for apathy, approval, or impotence.

Psalm 73:12–14
 

Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches. Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency. For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.

“I’ve walked in the right way for nothing,” the psalmist mistakenly concludes.

Psalm 73:15
 

If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children.

Not wanting to confuse those younger than him, the psalmist decides to keep his thoughts to himself.

Psalm 73:16, 17 (a)
 

When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; Until I went into the sanctuary of God…

Note the word until. “I was mixed up. I was confused,” the psalmist says, “until I went to the sanctuary, to the house of God.”

Psalm 73:17 (b)
 

…then understood I their end.

“I came to church, plopped down in a pew, and heard exactly what I needed to hear and knew what I needed to know. I once again saw things from the eternal perspective,” the psalmist declares. This happens so often. We’re discouraged or confused, and we come to church, where we hear a teaching or a sermon that speaks directly to our situation.

Psalm 73:18
 

Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

In verse 2, the psalmist said, “My steps had well nigh slipped.” Here, in verse 18, he realized the wicked are the ones who are slipping and sliding into destruction.

Psalm 73:19, 20
 

How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.

One day the unbeliever will wake up and say, “What was I living for? All these things don’t matter; all those pleasures that ultimately backfire. Why didn’t I respond when I had the opportunity? Why did I live so foolishly?”

Psalm 73:21, 22
 

Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.

“When I came to the sanctuary I understood four things.…”

Psalm 73:23 (a)
 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee…

The psalmist understood the guarantee of God’s presence with him.

Psalm 73:23 (b)
 

…thou hast holden me by my right hand.

The psalmist understood the grasp of God’s hand upon him.

Psalm 73:24 (a)
 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel…

The psalmist understood the guidance of God’s counsel for him.

Psalm 73:24 (b), 25
 

…and afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

The psalmist understood the glory of heaven awaiting him.

What more could we want than to know that God is with us, that His hand is upon us, that His counsel is there for us, and that heaven awaits us?

Psalm 73:26–28
 

My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works.

The psalmist comes out of the funk he’s in, the slippery slope he was on by going into the sanctuary and seeing the big picture, the eternal perspective. “Truly God is good,” he says. “And now I will declare His works to others.”

Psalm 74
 

Maschil of Asaph.

Psalm 74 was written in the aftermath of the Babylonian invasion and the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 586 B.C. The city was smoldering. The citizens were sobbing. The temple was destroyed. Jerusalem was wiped out. And the psalmist, watching everything go up in smoke, his mind in a haze, wrote a maschil, a song of instruction…

Psalm 74:1
 

O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture?

“Lord, we’ve been cast off. Lord, we’ve been wiped out. Everything is in flames,” the psalmist declares.

Psalm 74:2, 3
 

Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary.

Maybe you can relate to this. Maybe your own soul is burned out. Maybe, like the psalmist, you look around and say, “Why is this taking place, Lord? Remember me. Come into the city of my soul and see what’s happening. See what the enemy has done.”

Psalm 74:4
 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs.

“Your enemies shout their battle cries, Lord. They flaunt their victories.”

Psalm 74:5–8
 

A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the thick trees. But now they break down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers. They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground. They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land.

“A man used to be famous for doing something constructive,” the psalmist says. “But now it’s for destructive acts as he destroys the temple.”

Psalm 74:9–11
 

We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever? Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bosom.

“Why are You keeping Your hands in Your pocket, Lord? Unleash Your mighty right hand. Deal a blow to these Babylonians.” This is a bold prayer but not a blasphemous prayer because it’s a caring prayer. What does the psalmist care about? His own comfort? No. Victory for the people? No. He cares for God’s honor. “Do something for Your name’s sake,” he prays.

The vast majority of our prayers are for our comforts, our successes, or our ministries. In reality, the way to pray is, “Lord, may Your name be glorified.”

Psalm 74:12–18
 

For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness. Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou driedst up mighty rivers. The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and the sun. Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter. Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name.

“You worked wonders historically, Lord. Now look and see what’s happening presently,” the psalmist prays

Psalm 74:19–23
 

O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever. Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor and needy praise thy name. Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily. Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually.

The psalmist is in a haze. His city is up in smoke. There are questions stirring in his soul. Six times, he says, “Lord, remember. Have You forgotten us?”

Maybe that’s where you’re at or where you’ve been. Maybe you, too, wonder if the Lord has forgotten you. If so, I believe you’ll find your answer in the next psalm…

Psalm 75
 

To the chief Musician, Altaschith, A Psalm or Song of Asaph.

Psalm 75 deals with the story in 2 Kings 19 where God delivered His people in the days of Hezekiah against Sennacherib and the Assyrians.

Psalm 75:1
 

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare.

“Lord, we give thanks for Your nearness to us and the wonderful works You’ve done for us,” the psalmist writes.

Psalm 75:2
 

When I shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly.

The phrase, “when I shall receive the congregation,” has been translated, “when I shall take a set time.”

“How long, O, Lord?” the psalmist asked in Psalm 74.

Here, God answers, saying, “At the right time. Even as I did regarding the Assyrians, I will come through at the set time, at the right time.”

Psalm 75:3–5
 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah. I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the wicked, Lift not up the horn: Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck.

“Everything might be shaking and quaking, but I’m still in control,” God says. “Therefore, don’t toot your own horn. Don’t boast of your ability, your position, or your power.”

Psalm 75:6
 

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.

Notice that the north isn’t mentioned. The north seems to be linked to God’s rule and reign. Sacrifices were to be made on the north side of the altar and Job 26 talks about God keeping the north side of the sky open.

Psalm 75:7
 

But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

“I will set up one and put down another,” the Lord declares. This blesses me because when this concept sinks in, I realize I no longer have to play the part of the Holy Spirit in someone else’s life. Because the Lord judges perfectly, I can just relax. I can pray for people. I can love people. And I can allow the Holy Spirit to do His work in people. It’s a fantastic day when a believer realizes that he is not the third person of the Trinity, that he doesn’t have to figure out every situation, have an opinion on every matter, or solve every question.

I suggest that if we didn’t know the end of their stories, we would say that Ananias should be exalted and David should be put down. After all, Ananias’ only sin was withholding a little bit of his own money, while David was an adulterer, a liar, and a murderer. But God sees things differently. He struck Ananias dead and exalted David. Only God can judge perfectly. That’s why we do best when we leave all judgment to Him.

Psalm 75:8
 

For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them.

“You’re telling Me to remember,” the Lord would say. “But you need to remember that I am in control and I will do what’s best for you. I can prove it to you by the cup in My hand full of the blood I shed for you.”

When things are hazy and confusing, when I’m wondering why I’m not being set up the way I ought to be, the cup causes me to remember how much the Lord loves me and the price He paid to save me.

“Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,” Jesus prayed. “Nevertheless, not my will but Thine be done” (see Luke 22:42). When God poured out His wrath, Jesus drank of it willingly.

If things are hazy and fuzzy to you, go to the Lord’s Table, drink of the cup, and remember once again the blood He shed for you.

Psalm 75:9, 10
 

But I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.

The seemingly invincible Assyrians were cut off. God’s people, on the other hand, were exalted by putting their trust in Him. No wonder the psalmist would sing His praise forever.

Psalm 76
 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song of Asaph.

This psalm was to be played on the neginoth, a stringed instrument played by striking. Usually, the psalms played on the neginoth were psalms dealing with battle. And Psalm 76 is no exception for it has as its backdrop the shocking defeat of the mighty Assyrian army. Numbering 185,000, the Assyrians besieged Jerusalem and it seemed as though nothing could stop them—until God sent a single angel and all of the Assyrians were killed in their sleep (2 Kings 19).

The psalm is divided into two parts. Verses 1 through 6 deal with the fame of God; verses 7 through 12 with the fear of God.

Psalm 76:1 (a)
 

In Judah is God known…

Judah means “praise.” Truly, it is in praise that God is known. In times of real praise, how precious and real the Lord is to us.

Psalm 76:1 (b)–3
 

…his name is great in Israel. In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Selah.

It was in Salem—or Jerusalem—that this great victory took place. It was in Jerusalem that God broke the Assyrian battle strategy and defeated them completely.

Psalm 76:4
 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey.

I believe the mountains of prey speak of what the Assyrians left behind after their army was obliterated. Yet the psalmist says, “Your glory, Lord, is more excellent than any material treasure.”

Psalm 76:5, 6
 

The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep.

“The Assyrians went to sleep, but now they can’t lift a hand against us,” the psalmist declares.

Psalm 76:7, 8
 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry? Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was still,

“When we consider what You’ve done, Lord, we have no recourse but to fear You,” the psalmist writes. The idea of fear here is not as a criminal would fear a judge, not as a slave would fear his master, but as a child would respect his father. To be afraid of God doesn’t mean to shrink away from Him or to back off from Him, but rather to be afraid of doing anything that would grieve or hurt Him.

Psalm 76:9
 

When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth. Selah.

Who did God rise up to save? The meek.

The world around us says, “Be assertive. Be aggressive.”


Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek” (Matthew 5:5).

Meekness is not weakness. Meekness has been well-defined as “strength under control.”

Moses was the meekest man on the earth (Numbers 12:3), but he didn’t always have his strength under control. At forty years of age, he saw a couple of Egyptians beating up an Israelite. Incensed, he thought he had to handle it in his own strength, so he killed the Egyptian and then buried him in the sand. But his deed was soon discovered. Maybe a hand came poking through, or a toe stuck out. That’s always the way it is when we try and handle things in our own wisdom or energy. Things don’t work out the way we planned, and when we try and cover up our mistakes, a toe always pokes through somewhere.

Moses ran for his life and, for the next forty years, would find himself on the backside of the desert. It was there that he learned to be meek, that he learned to no longer trust his own ability, strength, personality, or energy. Instead, he learned to become totally and fully dependent upon the Lord.

How long do you and I have to be sentenced to the backside of the desert? When will we learn the secret of meekness—of strength under God’s control?

Psalm 76:10
 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.

The Lord will restrain—or, literally, wear as an ornament—the insults and boasting made against Him. In other words, the foolishness of the wrath of man will be seen in light of God’s glory and grandeur.

A hundred years or so ago, Robert Ingersoll, a famous outspoken atheist, challenged an open-air preacher at Hyde Park in London. As the preacher spoke of the beauty and glory of God. Ingersoll shouted out, “I propose a test right now. If God is real, let Him prove Himself. In thirty seconds, let Him strike me dead.” Thirty seconds passed and nothing happened. “See?” Ingersoll mocked. “God is not real.”


The preacher said, “Mr. Ingersoll, do you really think you can exhaust the patience and mercy of God in thirty seconds? Preposterous!”

The wrath of man does indeed praise God. And not only do sinners revere and fear Him, but saints do, as well…

Psalm 76:11 (a)
 

Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God…

There is a danger in making rash or foolish vows (Ecclesiastes 5:4, 5). But there’s also a dynamic in heartfelt vows, when we say, “Lord, You are so good, so awesome, so powerful. You’ve done so much for me, and I’m committing myself to You today.” Baptism, for example, is such a vow.

Psalm 76:11 (b)
 

…let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared.

“Bring presents unto Him that ought to be feared.” The greatest gift we can bring is ourselves. Thus, Paul would write, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1).

Psalm 76:12
 

He shall cut off the spirit of princes: he is terrible to the kings of the earth.

Not only sinner and saint, but sovereign shall stand before God, as well. You might be a bigwig, a CEO of a successful company, but every leader will one day answer to the King of kings.

Psalm 77
 

To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of Asaph.

Whereas Psalm 76 dealt with the peoples’ preservation from the hands of the Assyrians, Psalm 77 deals with their humiliation at the hand of the Babylonians. One hundred thirty-five years after the Assyrians were thwarted in their attack, the Babylonians would destroy Jerusalem. This time, Israel would not be delivered. This time, Jerusalem would go up in flames.

In verses 1 through 9, we hear the sigh of trouble. But in verses 10 through 20, we hear the song of triumph…

Psalm 77:1–4
 

I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me. In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted. I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah. Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I cannot speak.

In light of the Babylonian invasion, the psalmist says, “I’m so troubled. I can’t sleep. I can’t speak. I’m sick physically and disturbed emotionally.”

Psalm 77:5, 6
 

I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient times. I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search.

Day and night, the psalmist wonders, “What’s wrong, Lord? What happened, Lord?” In a state of depression, he asks a series of questions…

Psalm 77:7–10
 

Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah. And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High.

We hear the psalmist’s sigh of trouble—not only concerning what has taken place around him, but that which is stirring within him. It seems God isn’t there the way He once was. Then the psalm takes a sudden turn, and we begin to hear the faint strains of a song of triumph. Why? I suggest that the Selah—or, literally, “pause”—that ends verse is significant. After raising questions, the psalmist pauses for consideration.

We need to do the same. When I’m going through times of discouragement, when everything around me is going up in smoke, when things within me seem fuzzy, it’s important that I pause. You see, when he stopped, when he paused, the psalmist gained some space and his perspective changed from “God is nowhere” to “God is now here.” I’ve discovered the same thing over and over. That is, it is as I pause and reconsider what I have learned in the past that the presence makes sense.

When you feel like you’re in an emotional nose dive, here’s what to do:

Psalm 77:11
 

I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember thy wonders of old.

First, remember the works of the Lord. The psalmist says, “I’m going to remember the times the Lord’s hand has been on me, the times His hand has been outstretched to me.” That is why I encourage you to keep a spiritual journal. Although we usually remember the testing and trials, we have a tendency to forget the blessings God has given. And they are many, indeed.

Psalm 77:12 (a)
 

I will meditate also of all thy work…

In addition to remembering His works, reflect on God’s work. What is the work of the Lord? Jesus said the singular work of God is to believe on Him whom God hath sent (John 6:29). In other words, we are to meditate on the inestimable price He paid for our salvation.

Psalm 77:12 (b)
 

…and talk of thy doings.

Remember the works. Reflect on the work. And, finally, relate God’s doings. Something wonderful happens when I talk to other people about the goodness of God, when I share with other people the riches of His Word. When I share with others about the reality of Jesus, my own faith soars. When I pray for others who are sick, I feel a whole lot better myself. If you want to get out of depression, give out to others because Jesus said whatever measure we give out will be given back to us (Luke 6:38).

Psalm 77:13
 

Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?

God’s way is in the sanctuary. Therefore, we come to the sanctuary to learn of the Lord and His ways.

Psalm 77:14–18
 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength among the people. Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah. The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid: the depths also were troubled. The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also went abroad. The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.

The psalmist recounts how God rescued and delivered the sons of Jacob and Joseph, the nation of Israel, as He brought them on dry land through the Red Sea.

Psalm 77:19, 20
 

Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

God’s way is in the sanctuary (verse 13). It’s also in the sea. God miraculously led His people on dry ground through the waters of the Red Sea. And when they were safely on the other side, the water covered not only Pharaoh’s army, but the Lord’s footsteps, as well.

If a sailor tries to determine which way to go by following the path of a ship that has gone before, he’ll get lost because the “footsteps,” the wake, will have disappeared. How does a sailor navigate and find direction? Only one way: he looks up. He navigates by the stars. So too, we may want to follow the way someone else follows Jesus, but that’s not the way of God. His footsteps are in the water. Don’t look down. Look up—and see where the Lord wants to lead you individually and personally as He writes His will for you on the table of your heart (2 Corinthians 3:3).

Psalm 78
 

Maschil of Asaph.

Psalm 78 is a Maschil, or a teaching psalm. What does it teach? It’s a hymn for the home. That is, this psalm reminds us to teach our children, to teach the next generation. The responsibility of each parent or grandparent is that our kids and grandchildren know God’s Word, that they understand that the key to success is to know the Lord, to love Him, and to be obedient to Him.

Psalm 78 talks about the foolishness of people and the graciousness of God.

Psalm 78:1–7
 

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments:

Some parents think they need to let their kids make their own decisions about religion, church attendance, and Bible study. But here, the psalmist says we are to teach our children in order that they might have hope in God rather than be beaten down by the storm of society and the chaos of culture. We need to constantly tell our kids about the blessings that will come their way if they walk according to God’s Word and the heartbreak they’ll experience if they choose a different direction. Ours is a privileged responsibility, indeed.

We read in Genesis 18 that, as the Lord and two angels made their way to Sodom, the Lord said to the angels that He would share with Abraham concerning the destruction that would take place in Sodom because He knew that Abraham would tell his children (Genesis 18:19). So, Mom and Dad, if you make a commitment to pass on to your children that which you learn from the Lord, He’ll give you fresh revelation and practical application.

Psalm 78:8
 

And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.

Jonathan Edwards, whose most famous sermon was entitled, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” was a giant of the faith the Lord used mightily to ignite one of the few genuine revivals in our country. But he not only preached to his congregation, he preached to his family, as well. A study was done that revealed that, of his direct descendants, fourteen became college presidents; one hundred one became college professors; one hundred six became ministers and missionaries; and one hundred eight became lawyers and doctors. On the other hand, a man named Jacob Jukes mocked Jonathan Edwards and the revival. Here is what happened to his family: four hundred were physically self-incapacitated. That is, they lost limbs or were otherwise unable to function due to inflictions from fights, brawls, etc.; three hundred ten became professional paupers; sixty became thieves; and seven were convicted of murder. Only twenty became tradesman, and ten of those twenty learned their trade while serving in a penitentiary.

Jonathan Edwards embraced the things of God and taught them to his children. Jacob Jukes mocked the things of God. And the fruit of both men is apparent.

Psalm 78:9–11
 

The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law; And forgat his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them.

We might prepare our children financially and educationally, physically and occupationally—but if we forget the covenant, if they don’t understand what God’s Word says, when push comes to shove, they’ll fail in the day of battle.

Psalm 78:12–14
 

Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through; and he made the waters to stand as an heap. In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire.

Not only did the Red Sea part, but God guided them daily with a cloud by day and fire by night.

Psalm 78:15–19
 

He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers. And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness. And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust. Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?

Here, the psalmist is retelling the story of God’s deliverance in the wilderness, the story that Ephraim should have been telling, but the one they forgot.

Psalm 78:20–22
 

Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people? Therefore the LORD heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel; Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation:

Throughout this psalm, God tells us that we need to rehearse the stories of His salvation and plan over and over and over again. “I will not be negligent to put you in remembrance of these things though you know them until you be established in them,” Peter said (see 2 Peter 1:12). It’s not how much we know, but how well we know what we know that matters.

Psalm 78:23–25
 

Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven. Man did eat angels’ food: he sent them meat to the full.

Day by day, God provided for His people in a miraculous and marvelous way.

Psalm 78:26–29
 

He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the south wind. He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea: And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations. So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire;

When the children of Israel grew tired of manna, God told Moses to give them meat.

“What should I do?” Moses asked. “Do You want me to kill the cattle we’re supposed to take to the Promised Land? Or should I fish out all the fish in the sea?” (Numbers 11:22). But the Lord had an option Moses hadn’t even considered: quail. They blew in by the tens of thousands (Numbers 11:32).

Psalm 78:30, 31
 

They were not estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths, The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel.

The people ate so much quail that their own lust ultimately did them in. That’s always the way of lust. It deceives, defiles, and, ultimately deadens.

Psalm 78:32, 33
 

For all this they sinned still, and believed not for his wondrous works. Therefore their days did he consume in vanity, and their years in trouble.

God guides and provides, directs and corrects—yet still the people don’t believe. Consequently, their days are filled with vanity, or failures. And their years are filled with trouble, or fears and terror.

Psalm 78:34
 

When he slew them, then they sought him: and they returned and inquired early after God.

God loves you too much to allow you to continue in your rebellion. So He’ll allow trouble to come your way to get you back where you need to be.

Psalm 78:35–37
 

And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer. Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. For their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant.

Why did the Israelites come to God? Because they were worried. They saw people dying all around them. But their hearts were not right. They were simply going through the motions.

Psalm 78:38, 39
 

But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. For he remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.

In Psalm 103, the psalmist says God has pity, or compassion on us, remembering our frames and knowing we are but dust. I love these verses because I need them. Like these people, I can have a tendency to drift away from the Lord. My intensity can be dull. My sincerity can be questionable. But I thank God for His graciousness—that He doesn’t give up on me, that He remembers that I am but flesh.

Psalm 78:40
 

How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert!

As we read the Word, it would do us well to ask God to show us His perspective, to ask Him to help us understand the grief our unbelief causes Him.

Psalm 78:41
 

Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.

“Why isn’t God blessing me?” we ask. “Why don’t I feel His presence? Why aren’t I moving in His power?”

The reason could very well be unbelief.

Matthew tells us that Jesus didn’t do many mighty works for the people of Nazareth because of their unbelief (Matthew 13:58). Tragically, the same can be true of us. God wants to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20), but we limit Him by unbelief. We don’t ask. We don’t believe. We don’t expect. Consequently, our unbelief limits what He wants to do for us and through us.

Give us faith, Lord. How does He do this? Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). Therefore, as I read the Word, I say, “Lord, help me not to limit You through unbelief. Help me to embrace the promises You’ve given me in my devotions even today.”

Psalm 78:42–51
 

They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy. How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan: And had turned their rivers into blood; and their floods, that they could not drink. He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them. He gave also their increase unto the caterpiller, and their labour unto the locust. He destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycomore trees with frost. He gave up their cattle also to the hail, and their flocks to hot thunderbolts. He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them. He made a way to his anger; he spared not their soul from death, but gave their life over to the pestilence; And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham:

This is, of course, a reference to the plagues of Egypt.

Psalm 78:52–58
 

But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. And he brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had purchased. He cast out the heathen also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept not his testimonies: But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: they were turned aside like a deceitful bow. For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and moved him to jealousy with their graven images.

In contrast to plaguing the Egyptians, God cared for His own people as a shepherd. Yet they provoked Him nonetheless with their idolatrous practices.

Psalm 78:59–61
 

When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel: So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men; And delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemy’s hand.

The people turned their back on God. And, because He wouldn’t force Himself on them, He departed when He delivered the ark of the covenant—the symbol of His presence—into the hands of the Philistines.

Psalm 78:62–64
 

He gave his people over also unto the sword; and was wroth with his inheritance. The fire consumed their young men; and their maidens were not given to marriage. Their priests fell by the sword; and their widows made no lamentation.

Here we see the repercussion of sin. “Teach this to your children,” the psalmist would say. “Yes, God is gracious, but He can be grieved. If you turn your back on Him, He won’t force Himself on you, but devastation will come your way ultimately.”

Psalm 78:65–69
 

Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine. And he smote his enemies in the hinder parts: he put them to a perpetual reproach. Moreover he refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim: But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved. And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath established for ever.

The Lord rescued His people once again, but there would be repercussions for their sin. He would never again dwell in Shiloh. Our kids might say, “I can sin. God will forgive me and I’ll come back to Him.” That’s true. God does forgive. And we can come back. But things will be different. We’ll be forgiven completely—but opportunities will be lost and scars will remain.

Psalm 78:70 (a)
 

He chose David also his servant…

God rejected Saul for his disobedience and chose David instead. David was flawed indeed, but, unlike Saul, he had a heart for the Lord.

Psalm 78:70 (b), 71
 

…and took him from the sheepfolds: From following the ewes great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.

A good place to find a shepherd is among the sheep. If you want to be used by the Lord, shepherd the sheep. Like David, be faithful to shepherd whatever flock is around you presently—be that friends, co-workers, schoolmates, or family.

Psalm 78:72
 

So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands.

A heart for God and hands eager to reach out to others is the winning combination. A man after God’s own heart, David’s heart was right and his hand was active. No wonder God could use him.

Psalm 79
 

A Psalm of Asaph.

Psalm 79 is a psalm for those times when everything seems to be going wrong, when everything seems to be going up in smoke. Indeed, when the psalmist wrote this psalm, that’s precisely what was happening. The city of Jerusalem had been bludgeoned by the Babylonians and burnt to the ground. The reason for this tragedy in 586 B.C. was the sin and hard-heartedness of the Jewish people. God had called them to turn to Him, to turn from their sin, but they wouldn’t listen. Consequently, the repercussions of their rebellion were devastating.

In this psalm, those repercussions are recounted in a very vivid way. Thus, it serves to help us understand the repercussions of rebellion. In verses 1 through 7, the psalmist recounts the repercussions of their rebellion and, in verses 8 through 13, the psalmist requests God’s redemption of the situation…

Psalm 79:1
 

O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.

Because of sin, because of rebellion, the temple was defiled. So too, we are the temple of the Lord in which the Spirit resides (1 Corinthians 3:16). And if we get involved in sin, our temple will be defiled as well.

Psalm 79:2, 3
 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them.

Historian Josephus tells us bodies were thrown over the wall by the tens of thousands. Not only does defilement come as a result of rebellion, but death does, too. The wages of sin is always death (Romans 6:23). Joy dies. Relationships die. Health and happiness die because of sin.

Psalm 79:4
 

We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us.

Death and defilement are followed by derision.

Psalm 79:5–7
 

How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire? Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name. For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place.

The final repercussion of rebellion is devouring.

After recounting the repercussions of rebellion, there’s a turning point in verse 8, where the psalmist requests God’ s redemption of the situation…

Psalm 79:8, 9 (a)
 

O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name…

“Lord, with everything up in smoke, this is an opportunity to bring glory to Your name,” the psalmist prays. That’s always a good way to pray. As Bible teacher F. B. Meyer says, “We have an irresistible argument when we plea for God’s glory.”

Psalm 79:9 (b)
 

…and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake.

“Help us. Deliver us. Forgive us,” we pray. But do we ever pray, “Purge us?” There is a difference between confession and repentance. Confession is admitting you’ve sinned. Repentance is turning away from sin. The word “repent” speaks of a change of direction. Paul says that godly sorrow works repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10). That means if you’re truly sorry, you’ll change your behavior. It’s not enough to confess. It’s not enough to be sorry you were caught or discovered. True repentance results in a change of direction.

Purging is not easy. It can be painful. But here, the psalmist says, “Do whatever it takes, Lord, to change us.”

Psalm 79:10–13
 

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed. Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those that are appointed to die; And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord. So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.

Maybe in your life, everything seems to be falling apart, coming down, or going up in smoke. Maybe it’s because there has been rebellion of some sort. The good news is that you can confess it to the Father, repent from it, and experience His forgiveness. Then you can help your kids and grandchildren to understand the greatness of God’s grace and the stupidity of man’s sin.

Psalm 80
 

To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim-Eduth, A Psalm of Asaph.

Throughout Scripture, there are three trees that speak of Israel: the vine, the fig, and the olive. Each symbolizes Israel in a different epoch of history. The vine speaks of Israel from the time God’s people were planted in the Promised Land until the time Messiah would come. The fig tree speaks of the time from the rejection of Messiah until His Second Coming. The olive tree pictures the period yet to be—Jesus’ Second Coming through the Millennium, when He will rule and reign from Jerusalem.

Psalm 80 deals with the vine, specifically the time when the Jews were held captive in Babylon.

Psalm 80:1 (a)
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock…

In Genesis 49, Joseph was likened to a fruitful bough whose branches went over the wall. The picture is one of overflowing fruitfulness. That’s what God wants to do in our lives, as well. Jesus taught in John 15 that He wants others to be refreshed and nourished by the fruit of His love and goodness, His graciousness and patience in our lives (15:8).

Psalm 80:1 (b)
 

…thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

This is an allusion to the cherubims on either side of the mercy seat—the place God declared He would meet with His people (Exodus 25:22).

Psalm 80:2
 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us.

Following the death of Solomon, civil war broke out in Israel, dividing the nation into two kingdoms: the northern and southern tribes. From 605–586 B.C., the southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin were carried away by the Babylonians. But here the psalmist intercedes not only for them—but for the ten northern tribes who had already been carried away in 722 B.C. by the Assyrians.

So too, when we go through tough times, suddenly we have new compassion for people who also have gone through tough times—even if previously we couldn’t relate to them or were estranged from them. When you go through your own “Babylonian captivity,” you find yourself caring for others in ways you didn’t before. That is why Paul would write, “Blessed be the Father of mercy, the God of all comfort, who comforts us in our troubles that we might comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received” (2 Corinthians 1:3).

Psalm 80:3–7
 

Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved. O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people? Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure. Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among themselves. Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

“Lord, turn to us,” the psalmist cries. “We’re in captivity. We need You desperately.”

Psalm 80:8 (a)
 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt…

Israel was enslaved in Egypt for four hundred years and was miraculously delivered.

Psalm 80:8 (b), 9 (a)
 

…thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. Thou preparedst room before it…

About fifty years before Moses, we know that Egypt launched a massive campaign against the Canaanite people living in what would become the Promised Land. This would have softened the Canaanite contingency so that when Joshua and the Israelites went in, work would have already been done.

What does this mean for us? You might be in a place where you feel like you’re in Egypt. But the Lord is at work. You might not see Him, but the Lord is going before you to search out a place in which you can pitch our tent. So if you feel as if you’re sweating away, making bricks day after day, take hope. God is preparing a place for you—not just in heaven—but even here on earth.

Psalm 80:9 (b), 10
 

…and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.

The nation of Israel took root and spread out magnificently.

Psalm 80:11
 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.

“The sea” speaks of the Mediterranean. “The river” speaks of the Euphrates.

Psalm 80:12
 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?

After seeing the royal vine of Israel, we see the ruined vine. The fences are destroyed. The fruit is devoured.

Psalm 80:13
 

The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.

Boars not only eat the fruit but dislodge the root. So too, the Jews were not only eaten up, but uprooted and carried away into Babylon.

The nation of Israel has been uprooted time and again. Why? Jesus talked about the vine in Matthew 21. He said, “A certain man took great care to plant a vineyard. He dug wells so that it might be watered adequately. He built towers to provide security. And then he went away and rented it out. When time came for a harvest to be gathered, for rent to be collected, the owner sent his servants to do so. The caretakers of the vineyard, however, beat and killed the servants one after another. Finally, the owner sent his son. But the caretakers said, ‘If we kill him, the vineyard will be ours.’ So the son was killed.”

God sent prophet after prophet, but His people didn’t listen. “We will not have this man reign over us,” they said (see Luke 19:14). As a result, the people of Israel would be uprooted and their temple destroyed in A.D. 70.

But now we see the restored vine…

Psalm 80:14–17
 

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.

“Oh, Lord, restore this vine,” the psalmist prays. The great news is that God is indeed going to restore His vine as the “man of God’s right hand, the Son of man, Jesus will make His way again to seek and to save.

Psalm 80:18
 

So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.

Zechariah 12 tells us that when the Jews see Jesus they’ll ask Him where He got His wounds.

“I got these in the house of My friends,” He’ll answer.

And, following the time of Tribulation, there will come a time of great awakening as the Jewish people at last recognize their Messiah.

Psalm 80:19
 

Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

In Romans 11:26, Paul says all of Israel shall be saved. Talk about revival! Yes, the Tribulation will take a devastating toll on the nation, but all who survive will turn to Jesus. This is glorious hope, gang, not only for the Jew, but for you and me because if God hasn’t given up on the Jew, He won’t give up on me and you.

Psalm 81
 

To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of Asaph.

Psalm 81 is a grand psalm that was recited during the feast of trumpets, the feast that took place in the fall, celebrating the beginning of the Jewish New Year.

Psalm 81:1–3
 

Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. Take a Psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery. Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.

This is not the silver trumpet of Numbers 10, but the shofar, or ram’s horn. Why were they to sing joyfully? First, to celebrate the things that were…

Psalm 81:4–7 (a)
 

For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob. This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he went out through the land of Egypt: where I heard a language that I understood not. I removed his shoulder from the burden: his hands were delivered from the pots. Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee…

God’s people were in bondage for four hundred years. Yet when they called, He delivered them. This gives me great hope. You see, the enemy comes to me and says, “How do you think you can call to the Lord when you haven’t talked to Him in two days? He’s not going to respond to your cry.” Don’t allow the enemy to tell you you’re disqualified because you forgot your devotions yesterday or you haven’t been reading your Bible faithfully. The Israelites waited four hundred years. And God still answered. Would it have been better for them to have called sooner? Of course. Had they done so, they would have been spared generations of backbreaking pain and sorrow. The sooner we turn to the Lord, the more pain we are spared. But we must not listen to the lie of the enemy that says there is an expiration date to God’s mercy.

Psalm 81:7 (b)
 

…I answered thee in the secret place of thunder…

Mount Sinai was a secret place in that it was far removed from other societies. But it was there the Lord spoke to Moses with thunder (Exodus 19). Still today, every time we open the Word, the Lord is oh, so ready to speak. But it’s a mystery, a secret, to those who don’t know Him.

Psalm 81:7 (c)
 

…I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah.

When the people complained and murmured at Meribah because they were thirsty, the Lord told Moses to strike the rock. When he did, water gushed forth. Paul would go on to explain that the rock was Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4).

The shofar was to be played in celebration of what God had done. He delivered His people from Egypt. He gave them water from the rock at Meribah. But the shofar was also to be played for the things that are…

Psalm 81:8–12
 

Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me; There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange god. I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. So I gave them up unto their own hearts’ lust: and they walked in their own counsels.

Here, the shofar was to sound not in celebration but in consternation. One long blast followed by three short blasts, then nine staccato blasts, followed by three more short blasts was the signal for trouble. When the Jews failed to respond to God’s invitation to turn to Him, the end result was their captivity in Babylon, the destruction of Jerusalem, the burning of the temple.

Psalm 81:13–16
 

Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways! I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their adversaries. The haters of the LORD should have submitted themselves unto him: but their time should have endured for ever. He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee.

This applies to us prophetically as well as it did to Israel historically. We’re going to hear the trump of God. We’re going to be caught up to heaven. And when we get there, we’re going to see what the Lord would have done for us had we called on Him, had we trusted in Him.

James said we have not because we ask not (4:2). Oh, Lord, help us to see the opportunities You give us, the doors You open for us. Oh, that we would use our time wisely. Let us live with eternity every in view.

Psalm 82
 

A Song or Psalm of Asaph.

Psalm 82 concerns the judgment of judges.

Psalm 82:1, 2
 

God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah.

With the power they have to sentence a man to death, in Exodus 22:28, judges are called gods. Compared to judges on earth, however, God is the Supreme Court. He is on the throne and there is no higher law.

Psalm 82:3, 4
 

Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.

Here, God says judges are to do three things: Defend the poor, judge righteously, and defend the needy. Yet how sad our judicial system has become. All too often, it is the rich and famous who seem to get by. But while man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the heart and is, therefore, able to judge fairly (1 Samuel 16:7).

Wouldn’t it be amazing if, for one day, everyone was turned inside out and we saw the state of peoples’ hearts rather than the color of their skin or the label on their clothes? I wonder who would then be on the cover of popular magazines. That’s the way the Lord will judge—from the inside out.

Psalm 82:5, 6
 

They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course. I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.

“I and my Father are one,” Jesus said (John 10:30). This incensed the Jewish leaders so much that they were ready to stone Him.

“For which good work do you stone Me?” He asked.

“We’re not stoning You for a good work, but because You declared Yourself to be one with God,” they answered (see John 10:33).

Then Jesus alluded to the term “gods,” also found in Exodus 22:28, to defuse their argument.

Psalm 82:7
 

But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.

In other words, “You might be judges, but you’re going to die like every other man.”

Psalm 82:8
 

Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.

“Arise and rule, Lord.” And one day, He will. When He comes back, all cases will be closed. All issues will be solved. He’ll judge perfectly—and that takes the pressure of judging people off of us, leaving us free to simply love them.

Psalm 83
 

A Song or Psalm of Asaph.

Psalm 83 has its roots in history, but its flower and fruit in prophecy. Scholars agree that most likely it deals with the story of 2 Chronicles 20…

With the armies of a confederation of nations led by the Edomites, Moabites, and Amorites poised to attack, Judah’s King Jehoshaphat was understandably worried. But a prophet was found who said, “Don’t worry. Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. The battle is not yours but the Lord’s.” Believing this word, Jehoshaphat didn’t send his soldiers to face the enemy. He sent a choir instead, singing, “Praise the Lord, His mercy endures forever.” And so confused were the Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites that they unsheathed their swords and began to swing wildly—eventually wiping each other out completely. By the time the army of Judah arrived on the scene, there was no one to fight, only spoil to take.

When you feel besieged and embattled, follow Jehoshaphat’s example: In everything give thanks. Rejoice in the Lord always. Praise Him—and watch the enemy of depression and discouragement turn tail and run.

The 2 Chronicles account is very likely the root of Psalm 83, but the fruit is in that which is yet to come, for there will be another confederation of nations—ten in number—led by antichrist.

Psalm 83:1–3
 

Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head. They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.

We know the Jewish people will be hidden in the time of Tribulation in a place called Petra. Here, the enemy is taking his course, hatching his plan against the Jews. Paul says our life is hidden with God in Christ Jesus (Colossians 3:3).

Psalm 83:4–8
 

They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah.

These are the nations who made an unholy alliance to destroy Jerusalem. At the end of the list, we see the Philistines and Assyrians—both perennial enemies of God’s people. But notice who joined them. The Edomites and Amalekites were descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob. The Ishmaelites were descendants of the son of Abraham. The Moabites and Ammonites were the offspring of Lot, the nephew of Abraham. The Hagarenes were descendants of Hagar, the handmaid of Abraham’s wife, Sarah.

In other words, the people who should have been closest to the Jews, the people who had blood linkage to them turned against them and joined with their avowed enemies. Spiritually, the same thing can happen. People who should be closest, the family of God, often find themselves warring with each other, fighting over doctrinal differences, church philosophies, or personal jealousies. I think the enemy rejoices when he sees the family of God at war with each other.

The author of Hebrews talks about a root of bitterness that blossoms when the enemy exploits these tendencies (12:15). Don’t be part of that. Don’t fight against your brothers. Don’t put other churches or others down. Don’t give in to grudges and jealousy.

Psalm 83:9–12
 

Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison: Which perished at Endor: they became as dung for the earth. Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna: Who said, Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in possession.

This is a reference to the seemingly invincible Midianites who were defeated in the days of Gideon (Judges 6; 7). back to when the Midianites were innumerable and came against the Israelites in the days of Gideon.

Psalm 83:13–16
 

O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind. As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire; So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid with thy storm. Fill their faces with shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD.

Here, we see a picture of the Tribulation. The purpose of the Tribulation is twofold: to shake up the heathen and to wake up a nation. After we’re taken to heaven in the Rapture, many people we’ve talked to will remember the things we said and will be saved in that day. It will be difficult because the majority will lose their lives for taking a standing against antichrist. But they’ll be part of the eternal kingdom. Second, Israel will be awakened and will at last recognize Jesus as Messiah.

Psalm 83:17, 18
 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put to shame, and perish: That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth.

Tragically, there will be those even in the Tribulation period who won’t listen, who won’t respond.

Psalm 84
 

To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 84:1, 2 (a)
 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD…

Many commentators have attributed this psalm to the sweet psalmist of Israel, David. They say he wrote this psalm when he was in exile from Jerusalem during the time Absalom launched a rebellion against him. If this be true, we see David longing not for the palace he had or the power he employed, the position he held, or the popularity he enjoyed. We see him longing for the presence of God in the place where he could worship the Father in the tabernacle he had pitched in Jerusalem.

Psalm 84:2 (b)
 

…my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

Whether we know it or not, David’s cry is ours as well, for as Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.” The problem is, we don’t realize this. Consequently, late at night, we think we need to watch television. But when that doesn’t satisfy us, we go to the refrigerator and have an ice-cream sandwich. And yet we’re still restless because it was for the Lord’s pleasure that we were created (Revelation 4:11). Therefore, it is only when we are pleasing Him, spending time with Him that we find true satisfaction of soul.

Psalm 84:3, 4
 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

Here, the psalmist envies the birds that can make their way to Jerusalem.

The sparrow was the most worthless of birds (Matthew 10:29). Due to its weak feet, the swallow is the most restless. Yet both sparrow and swallow find a home in the house of the Lord.

If you feel worthless in the eyes of others or restless in your own soul, take hope. There’s a place for you in the house of the Lord.

Psalm 84:5–7
 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them. Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools. They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

The psalmist is thinking about those who would make their way to the tabernacle, and, later to the temple. Leaving their villages, as all of the men were commanded to do three times yearly, families would travel together to Jerusalem to worship the Lord. No doubt, they would anticipate coming into the city and being in the presence of the Lord. But on the way, they would pass through the valley of Baca. The root of the word, baca, means “weeping.” We’re not sure where this valley is geographically. It could even be a poetic picture the psalmist is painting. However, whatever the case historically, we can find ourselves going through tearful valleys presently.

The tears we shed on our way to the house of the Lord—toward heaven, ultimately—actually form pools that provide refreshment for others on their own pilgrimage. That is why Paul would write, “Blessed be the Father of mercy, the God of all comfort who comforts us in our trouble in order that we may be able to comfort others with the comfort we ourselves have received” (see 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4).

You can’t be a comforter unless you’ve been comforted. And you can’t be comforted unless you’ve been uncomfortable. So God allows us the privilege of being made uncomfortable from time to time, to walk through the valley of Baca, so that the One who wipes away every tear can minister deeply to us in order that we can help others (Revelation 21:4). The Lord is so good to allow us to experience what Paul calls the fellowship of suffering (Philippians 3:10)—that we might help others and let them know the Lord will see them through, even as He has done for us.

Psalm 84:8–9
 

O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.

I believe “thine anointed” refers not to the psalmist, but to the Anointed One, Jesus Christ (Luke 4:18).

I was touched deeply when I looked on the face of my son, Peter-John, standing there in his tuxedo. He couldn’t take his eyes off his red-haired bride as I performed the ceremony. I could see that my son was deeply in love. Therefore, it was a delight for me to embrace the bride of my son. So too, we are the bride of Christ. And because of Jesus’ love for us, we can expect the Father to gladly hear our prayer.

Psalm 84:10 (a)
 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.…

Being in the Lord’s presence for a day beats being anywhere else the world might value.

Psalm 84:10 (b)
 

…I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

Any one of us can be a doorkeeper in the house of God by opening the door to others through intercession.

Psalm 84:11 (a)
 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield…

The Lord is a sun to warm us and a shield—or, literally, shade—to protect us.

Psalm 84:11 (b)
 

…the LORD will give grace and glory…

Grace is unmerited unearned, undeserved favor. Glory, or chabod in Hebrew, means “substance” or “weightiness.” What a dynamic combination: the substance of glory and the gift of grace.

Psalm 84:11 (c)
 

…no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

If I’m walking with the Lord—not perfectly, but simply if my heart is right—I can be absolutely assured that there is not one good thing He’ll hold back from me. We make our requests to Him. We talk things over with Him. We cast our cares upon Him. And we can know with absolute certainty that whatever we desire will come our way—if it’s a good thing. If it doesn’t come our way, it simply means it’s not truly good.

Even as she worshiped Him, Jesus realized Salome had another agenda. I picture Him with a smile on His face and a gleam in His eye as He said to her, “Tell Me what you want.”


“Can my two boys, James and John, be on Your right hand and left hand when You come into Your kingdom?” Salome asked.

Jesus looked at her and said, “Can they drink of the cup that I drink of and be baptized with My baptism?”

James and John answered, “Yes” (Matthew 20:20–22).

A few days later, at the foot of the cross, Salome must have heard the thief say to Jesus, “Lord, remember me as You come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42).

And when Jesus said, “Today you’ll be with Me in paradise,” His answer must have hit her like a ton of bricks. No wonder He didn’t grant her request. She was unknowingly asking that her boys be crucified on His right and left.

If you’re praying and things aren’t happening, know that the Lord sees what you don’t see and knows what you can’t know. Remember Salome—and trust Him to do what’s best for you.

Psalm 84:12
 

O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

Blessed—or, literally, happy—is the man, the woman, the family that trusts in God.

Psalm 85
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 85 was most likely penned after the return of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon. Carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, God’s people were in Babylon for seventy years—just as God had warned them they would be if they didn’t repent (Jeremiah 25). When they were released, a small contingent led by Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest, made its way back to Jerusalem…

Psalm 85:1–3
 

LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah. Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.

It has been rightly said that man’s greatest need is God’s greatest deed. Because the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), man’s greatest need is for forgiveness of sin.

When Moravian missionaries went to Alaska to share the gospel with the Eskimos, they discovered that the Eskimos did not have a word for forgiveness. So they came up with a word that is used still today. Twenty-five letters long, it is the longest word in the Eskimo vocabulary and it literally means “not being able to think about it anymore.”

That’s what God does. When we are forgiven, our sins are buried in the deepest sea, they are placed as far as the east is from the west from God’s memory (Psalm 103:12). Only the Lord has the ability to delete it from His memory bank. That’s why we have the freedom to come boldly to the throne of grace, that we might find mercy and help in time of need. In those days the sin was covered. In our day, it’s washed away by the blood of Jesus.

Psalm 85:4–8

 

Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation. I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

“Thou hast taken away all Thy wrath,” the psalmist said in verse 3. Why, then, does he ask, “Wilt Thou be angry with us for ever?” here in verse 5? The answer is that God did forgive His people and they were allowed to return to the land. But, between verses 3 and 5, as the psalmist writes prophetically, they would not walk in righteousness, but would commit the one sin that causes the anger of God to be kindled into the very fires of eternal damnation. You see, John tells us that when Jesus died, He died not only for our sins, but for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). Thus, all manner of sin is forgiven all men because Jesus paid the price on the Cross of Calvary for all sin. But there’s one sin not covered in that way: the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31).

What is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit? Simply rejecting what the Holy Spirit says to a man or woman time and time and time again when He says, “You must be born again.” God desires that none should perish, that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). So He laid down His life in the Person of His Son. Therefore, the person who wants to go to hell must trample on the body and wade through the blood that was shed to keep him from that destination.

“We will not have this Man reign over us,” the Jews said of Jesus (Luke 19:14). So, because of their rejection of Jesus, the Jewish nation was dispersed and Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus in A.D. 70, and, more completely, by Hadrian in A.D. 132.

Psalm 85:9, 10
 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land. Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Mercy and truth are both wonderful virtues. But how do they work together? Look at Jesus. “Go call your husband,” He said to the woman at the well.

“I have no husband,” she answered.

“You’ve spoken well,” Jesus mercifully said. “You’ve had five husbands and the man you’re living with now is not your husband at all,” He continued, truthfully (John 4:17, 18).

Jesus is the only One who perfectly blends the attributes of mercy and truth, righteousness and peace. How impressive and perfect is our Lord.

Psalm 85:11–13
 

Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase. Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.

God showed mercy to His people. They rejected Him, shook their fists at Him, said, “We will not have You rule over us,” but God is not through with them. His mercy is inexhaustible, His grace unbelievable. Ultimately one day, there will be a great awakening in Israel and among the Jewish nation. They’ll have to go through the hellish time of the Tribulation, but they will be awakened during that season, and, ultimately, all of Israel shall be saved (Romans 11:26). Oh, happy day that will be!

Psalm 86
 

A Prayer of David.

In Psalm 86, we are given the opportunity to listen to the prayer of David—a man after God’s own heart.

Psalm 86:1, 2 (a)
 

Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy. Preserve my soul; for I am holy…

David understood that, although he was poor and needy practically, he was holy positionally. He knew of his flaws, his failures, his shortcomings, and weaknesses. But he was also keenly aware of how God viewed him positionally…

…and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes; 1 Kings 14:8 (b)


In the Lord’s estimation, David did that which was right in His eyes, kept His commandments, and he followed Him with all his heart. So too, it’s important that we see ourselves as Jesus’ bride, without spot or wrinkle, purified by the blood He shed for you and me (Ephesians 5:27).

Psalm 86:2 (b)–5
 

…O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily. Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.

In talking about God’s mercy, C. H. Spurgeon said, “You can no more exhaust the mercy and the grace of God than a minnow can drink the entire Atlantic Ocean.” Truly, where sin abounds, grace abounds more (Romans 5:20).

Psalm 86:6–10
 

Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications. In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me. Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto thy works. All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.

“Lord, I know that You are great,” David prays. “And I know that, because of Your mercy, You’ll answer me.”

Psalm 86:11 (a)
 

Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth…

“Teach me, and I will walk in Thy truth,” David prays. That’s the key.

So often our actions say, “Lord, teach me, and I’ll think about it. Show me what You want me to do—and I’ll give strong consideration to it.” It doesn’t work that way.

David says, “Teach me, and I will walk in Your way. What you say, I will do.”

That’s the way to pray.

Psalm 86:11 (b)
 

…unite my heart to fear thy name.

“O, wretched man that I am. What I don’t want to do, I end up doing. What I do want to do, I don’t do,” Paul said. What was the solution? How did his heart become united? By being free of condemnation in Christ Jesus (Romans 7:24, 25–8:1).

Psalm 86:12
 

I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore.

It is when the Lord unites our hearts that we can ignite our hearts and praise Him with passion.

Psalm 86:13
 

For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.

No matter what else you’re dealing with, no matter what else you’re going through—you can rejoice simply because you’re no longer going to hell.

“If God is so good, how could He send anyone to hell?” people ask.

God doesn’t send people to hell. People make that choice themselves. He is light. Therefore, people who don’t want Him will be in darkness. God is love. Therefore, people who don’t want to love Him will be in a place of perpetual hate. God is life, joy, and peace. Therefore, people who don’t want Him will be in the place of death, misery, and pain.

Psalm 86:14, 15
 

O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them. But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

Caught in the very act of adultery, they brought her before Jesus. “Master,” they said, “Moses said she should be stoned. What do You say?”

What would He say? If He said, “Let her go,” He would be violating the truth of God’s law which prescribed stoning for the sin of adultery. But if He said, “Stone her,” He would not be the master of mercy, the friend of sinners.

The law said that a man and woman caught in the act of adultery were to be stoned and that those bringing the accusation were to be those who threw the first stones. “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone,” Jesus said. Then He stooped down and wrote with His finger in the dust. We can’t be sure what He wrote. The Greek word translated “write” is katagrapho, or literally, “write against.” In other words, Jesus wrote against those who had stones in their hands—perhaps a notation of their own sins. John tells us that, beginning with the oldest, they dropped their stones and left (John 8:3–9). The law said that, for a person to be stoned, there had to be two or three witnesses. Now there were none.

“Where are thine accusers?” Jesus asked.

“No man accuses me, Lord,” the woman answered.

“Neither do I,” Jesus said. “Go your way and sin no more” (John 8:10, 11).

The only One qualified to throw a stone at her didn’t. Thus, truth was upheld, but mercy was shown.

That’s our Lord. Truly, mercy and truth are met together in Him (verse 10).

Psalm 86:16, 17
 

O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid. Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.

David understood God’s heart. That’s why he was a man after God’s heart. May you, too, understand the heart of God—full of mercy, rich in compassion, glorious in grace. God is for you. He’s not down on you. You might not have called upon His name for four days or forty days—but if you’ll cry to Him now, you’ll experience His grace and mercy anew. You really will.

Psalm 87
 

A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah.

Psalm 87 deals with Jerusalem and the coming kingdom…

Psalm 87:1
 

His foundation is in the holy mountains.

Jerusalem is 2,500 feet above sea level. The Dead Sea, less than twenty miles away, is 1,290 feet below sea level. Therefore, it’s a very short drive from the lowest point in Israel to the highest.

Psalm 87:2
 

The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

The Lord has a special place in His heart for the city of Jerusalem.

Psalm 87:3
 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah.

Glorious things are spoken of Jerusalem’s history, in her during the ministry of the prophets, to her by Jesus when He said He would gather her as a mother hen gathers her chicks, and about her in prophecy—for it is from Jerusalem that Jesus shall rule and reign.

Psalm 87:4
 

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born there.

People that came from these cities were proud of their heritage. Those from Rahab, or Egypt, were proud of its resplendent past. Those from Babylon were proud of its power. The Philistines were proud of their physical prowess. Those from Tyre, a merchant city, were proud of its prosperity. And the Ethiopians were proud of its exotic location.

Psalm 87:5
 

And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her.

There will come a time when the Jews and Jerusalem are not characterized as they are presently, when buses don’t go up in flames. Jerusalem will be a place where there is peace when Jesus rules and reigns from that city.

Psalm 87:6
 

The LORD shall count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born there. Selah.

Revelation 21:27 tells us that we, too, are citizens of the New Jerusalem. We are not only headed away from hell, but we are bound for heaven because our names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Psalm 87:7 (a)
 

As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there…

No wonder songs will arise, for when Jesus rules and reigns, things will be right at last.

Psalm 87:7 (b)
 

…all my springs are in thee.

“All my springs are in thee”—or, literally, “All my heart is in Thee, Lord.” And how could it not be, for truly God is good.

Psalm 88
 

A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to the chief Musician upon Mahalath Leannoth, Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite.

Dealing with despair, depression, discouragement, and death, Psalm 88 is universally acknowledged as the saddest of all the psalms.

Psalm 88:1
 

O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee:

“I have cried—or prayed,” the psalmist declares. Therefore, no matter how dark the remainder of the psalm, prayer is proof of a lingering hope within his heart.

Psalm 88:2–8
 

Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry; For my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength: Free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from thy hand. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; thou hast made me an abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth.

Because the psalmist uses language that describes a pit, scholars think this is a reference to one who was in a literal pit: Joseph. After being thrown into a pit by his jealous brothers, Joseph went from a dark situation to an even darker one when he was sold into slavery. After serving in the house of Potiphar for a season, Joseph was falsely accused and thrown into prison. It was from the darkness of prison, however, that he would eventually end up reigning in the place, second only to Pharaoh himself (Genesis 41:40).

Psalm 88:9–12
 

Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: LORD, I have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out my hands unto thee. Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the dead arise and praise thee? Selah. Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?

“For in death there is no remembrance of Thee. In the grave, who shall give Thee thanks?” David asked (Psalm 6:5). Here, eighty-two psalms later, we hear the psalmist echo, “Shall Thy wonders be known in the dark and Thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?”

Psalm 88:13
 

But unto thee have I cried, O LORD; and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee.

Light shines into the depths of the pit and the darkness of the grave in the form of a three-letter word: “But.” Yes, the psalmist was distressed and depressed, discouraged and despairing—but he still cried to the Lord and believed that his prayer would “prevent” or, literally, “come before” Him.

Psalm 88:14
 

LORD, why castest thou off my soul? why hidest thou thy face from me?

“Why hidest Thou Thy face from me?” the psalmist cries.

The early church fathers taught that Psalm 88 looked not back at Joseph but ahead to the One who would cry from the Cross, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). In what is believed to have been the house of Caiaphas, the high priest, archaeologists have uncovered a pit which at one time was a holding tank for liquid or food, but, became a dungeon of sorts, based on markings in it and pins that held ropes and chains in place. It is believed that it could be the very place Jesus was held between the time He appeared before Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate. Thus, Psalm 88 could very well be prophetically describing the words, the thoughts, the feelings of Jesus.

Whether this be true or not, this much is sure: Jesus can relate deeply to whatever pit you might be in, for He knows what it’s like to be forsaken, forgotten, and in the dark.

Psalm 88:15–18
 

I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have cut me off. They came round about me daily like water; they compassed me about together. Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness.

Why would the Lord inspire the psalmist to write such a song of gloom? I think it’s because sometimes things just don’t make sense. Things happen that we just can’t figure out. The psalmist was a man of God and yet he went through something that perplexed and confounded him deeply. Sometimes things happen that don’t seem right. The first man who died on this planet was not Adam, the first sinner, or Cain, the first murderer. It was Abel, the first worshiper. We look at this as a great tragedy. But that’s due to our earthly perspective. Do you really think Abel thought it was a great tragedy when he was escorted to heaven? I suggest he was rejoicing.

That is why we need to come to the psalms and be reminded once again that, although this life is full of questions and difficulties, we’re headed for heaven, where things will be right for all of eternity.

Psalm 89
 

Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

After David brought the ark of the covenant into Jerusalem and placed it in the tabernacle he pitched for it, three men were appointed to lead the choir, to direct the praise: Asaph, Heman, and Ethan (1 Chronicles 15:17). Heman’s song, Psalm 88, was in a minor key. Here, Ethan’s song is in a major key. Oh, he also has questions, but we don’t know about them until two-thirds through the psalm because first, he’s committed to praise and compelled to pray.

Psalm 89:1, 2
 

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.

“Mercy will endure forever,” Ethan declares. “And Your faithfulness is established eternally.” Evidently, Ethan, whose name means “Steady,” changed his name to Jeduthun, or “the Lord is steady” (1 Chronicles 15:19; 25:1). God is steady indeed. So firmly is His faithfulness established that there is not even a shadow or hint of change in Him (James 1:17).

Psalm 89:3, 4
 

I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.

The Lord responds, “I have made an everlasting covenant with David.”

Psalm 89:5, 6
 

And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints. For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD?

It is the mature believer who begins his prayers not by complaining, murmuring, and griping during times of difficulty—but by worshiping.

Psalm 89:7
 

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

We have a right to be concerned these days when God is not being feared. How I pray that we don’t lightly esteem the Rock of our salvation (Deuteronomy 32:15), that we don’t take God lightly or casually. Our worship must reflect the depth and dimension of praise of which God is worthy.

Psalm 89:8
 

O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?

The Hebrew word translated “faithfulness” literally means “steady.” It’s the same Hebrew word we find in Exodus 17:12…

But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. Exodus 17:12


Moses was on the mountain, praying for Joshua, who was leading the Israelites in battle against the Amalekites. As Moses held up the rod of God, the Israelites gained momentum in battle. But when his hands grew weary, the momentum lagged. So Aaron and Hur steadied Moses’ arms until the enemies were defeated completely.

Unlike Moses, God is steady and His arms do not need to be supported by anyone. His arms never grow weary to reach out to us—not even when they’re pinned to the Cross of Calvary.

Psalm 89:9, 10 (a)
 

Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them. Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces…

It’s interesting how many times the psalmists refer to God delivering His people from Egypt. It’s a recurring theme because they were wise to remember that, whatever else may or may not have been happening, God rescued them from Egypt. So too, the fact that God saved us from our sin should always cause us to celebrate regardless of what else is or isn’t going on in our lives.

Psalm 89:10 (b)–14
 

…as one that is slain; thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm. The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as for the world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. The north and the south thou hast created them: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.

Mercy and truth are seen nowhere more clearly than in Jesus. He spoke truth, but it was always framed and couched in amazing mercy. Don’t you desire that for your own life?

Psalm 89:15, 16 (a)
 

Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day…

How can you rejoice all the day? If you really want to be happy, consider the names of the Lord…

 
 
	He identified Himself to Moses as I AM THAT I AM (Exodus 3:14). I’m sure Moses thought, “You are… what?” But the implication is that God would be whatever Moses had need of.

	“I am Jehovah-Ropheka,” God declared (Exodus 15:26), the God who heals. Is your heart hurting? Is your spirit wounded? Call upon Jehovah-Ropheka.

	He is Jehovah-Jireh (Genesis 22:14), the Lord who provides.

	He is Jehovah-Nissi (Exodus 17:15), the Lord our banner or covering. If you feel exposed or insecure, call upon Jehovah-Nissi.

	He is Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Jeremiah 23:6), the Lord our righteousness. Do you feel flawed? God is your righteousness.

	He is El Shaddai (Genesis 17:1). El speaks of strength. Shad speaks of the breast. Thus, this is the picture of a God who is strong, yet as tender as a mother with her newborn baby.

	He is Abba (Mark 14:36), our Father. When I feel I just need to talk things over with someone and receive wisdom and direction, I turn to Him, my Abba.


 
 
The names of the Lord cause our hearts to rejoice indeed.

Psalm 89:16 (b)–22
 

…and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king. Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people. I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him: With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him. The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.

“We want a king like the other nations,” God’s people said (1 Samuel 8:6, 7). So God let them have their way and Saul was given to them—a man who stood head and shoulders above the others. Humanly speaking, Saul seemed to be the perfect candidate. But, spiritually, he proved to be a disaster. So God raised up another king, one that was after His own heart. God raised up David.

Psalm 89:23–25
 

And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him. But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted. I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.

Under David’s reign, Israel controlled the region from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates—a vast amount of territory.

Psalm 89:26
 

He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.

This is one of the very few places in the Old Testament where God is likened to a father. Jesus came to reveal to us that God is indeed our Father (Matthew 6:9). But before Jesus, few besides David—a worshiper and lover of God—understood His nature.

Psalm 89:27
 

Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.

The psalmist speaks not only of David, but of the Son of David, the Seed of David, the Greater than David, the One who would come—Jesus, our Savior. Indeed, He is King of kings and Lord of lords.

Psalm 89:28–37
 

My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him. His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

When David wanted to build a temple for the Lord, the Lord said to Ethan, “Tell him that, although he can’t build Me a house, I will build him a house (1 Chronicles 17:4–10). The Davidic Covenant is the promise God made to David that his house, his family, would endure forever. Scripture says that when David heard this, he sat down before the Lord, speechless (1 Chronicles 17:16).

September 8, 1998. Those in attendance at Camden Yard that day didn’t know they would be watching history made—not by what they saw but by what they didn’t see. It was on that day that Cal Ripken, Jr., went to his manager and said, “Scratch me from the starting lineup.” After playing in 2,643 consecutive games, it was the first time in sixteen years that Cal Ripken, Jr., wouldn’t be playing.

Sixteen years is quite a streak—but it pales in comparison to the streak of the One who will sit on the throne forever. During Cal Ripken’s sixteen years, there were weeks when he never connected with the ball. So too, there were times when David dropped the ball and was far from perfect. But God made a promise to him and He would keep His promise because His steadiness, His faithfulness was on the line.

God’s steadiness and faithfulness is what keeps us going, as well. It’s not how good we’re doing. It’s that He is faithful. “I’ll never leave you nor forsake you,” He said. “Nothing can separate you from the love I have for you.” God is truly with us, gang. He is for us. He’s not going to give up on us. He made a covenant with us—the New Covenant (Hebrews 12:24). The blood of His Son washed away our sin. And that streak isn’t going to end after sixteen years, no matter how many times we strike out.

Psalm 89:38 (a)
 

But…

After all of the praise that had poured from the lips of Ethan, he has a problem. The problem is that Ethan saw Solomon come on the throne. He then saw Solomon depart and catastrophe follow when Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, decided to tax the people so heavily that the ten northern tribes broke away and crowned their own king: Jeroboam. Jeroboam commissioned golden calves to be placed in the northern and southern part of the country so that his subjects wouldn’t feel the need to worship in Jerusalem. Watching this scene unfold, Ethan’s steadiness is shaken…

Psalm 89:38 (b)–43
 

…thou hast cast off and abhorred, thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant: thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground. Thou hast broken down all his hedges; thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin. All that pass by the way spoil him: he is a reproach to his neighbours. Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries; thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice. Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and hast not made him to stand in the battle.

Here, Ethan is speaking not only of the problem of Jeroboam, but, prophetically, of who would come after him: the Assyrians, the Babylonians, and finally, ultimately, antichrist.

Psalm 89:44–49
 

Thou hast made his glory to cease, and cast his throne down to the ground. The days of his youth hast thou shortened: thou hast covered him with shame. Selah. How long, LORD? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath burn like fire? Remember how short my time is: wherefore hast thou made all men in vain? What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? Selah. Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, which thou swarest unto David in thy truth?

Ethan couldn’t correlate what he was seeing with the promises the Lord had made to David.

Psalm 89:50, 51
 

Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people; Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD; wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed.

After praising the Lord in the first two-thirds of the psalm, Ethan is compelled to pray to the Lord in the last third. “Here’s the problem, Lord,” he says. “The nation is split. How does all of this work?”

What Ethan couldn’t know is that One would come who would fulfill the promise completely. It will all work out perfectly when Jesus rules and reigns—but not until then.

Psalm 89:52
 

Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

After praising and then praying, Ethan was content to say, “Blessed be Your name forever, Lord. It’s going to work out in the end. I might not see it presently. But I know You’ll come through just as You promised.”

Have you ever taken a Scripture and said, “Lord, You promised this”—and you prayed about it fervently, maybe even with fasting—and it still hasn’t happened practically? I think many times, like the psalmist, we don’t understand the full orb of the promise. We’re learning, but because we only see through a glass darkly, there is so much we don’t understand (1 Corinthians 13:12). Therefore, our best move is to join Ethan and say, “Blessed be the name of the Lord. I trust You, knowing that righteous and true are Your judgments, O, Lord. Therefore, what You’re doing is right on.”

Psalm 90
 

A Prayer of Moses the man of God.

Psalm 90 is the oldest psalm in the Bible. Written by Moses, it is not only the story of creation, but the story of man’s history in totality…

Psalm 90:1, 2
 

LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Here, Moses declares that before anything was formed, God was there.

Psalm 90:3, 4
 

Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men. For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.

On the first day of creation, God said, “Let there be light,” which resulted in the creation of day and night (Genesis 1:5).

Psalm 90:5 (a)
 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood…

On the second day of creation, God separated the waters and we see the seas. So too, the big event that relates to Bible history was the Flood of Noah in the second Millennium.

Psalm 90:5 (b), 6
 

…they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.

On the third day of creation, God declared, “Let the earth bring forth grass.” And vegetation came. What was the big event of history during the years 2000 B.C. to 1000 B.C.? That was when Jacob took his family to Egypt. And they prospered and flourished in the land of Goshen. Seventy souls became millions. But in the evening, they were cut down when they were enslaved in Egypt.

Psalm 90:7–9
 

For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.

On the fourth day of creation, the sun and moon were created. So too, in history during the period from 1000 B.C. to the time of Christ, the Jews would be carried away into Babylon, where the moon god was, and is, worshiped to this day.

Psalm 90:10
 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

On the fifth day of creation, the fowls and fish were created. Likewise, from the perspective of the Jew, the big event from A.D. 1 to 1000 would be the burning of the temple and the dispersion of the Jews in A.D. 132.

Psalm 90:11, 12
 

Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

On the sixth day of creation, man was created. Historically, the big event in the period from A.D. 1000 to 2000 would be the rebirth of the nation of Israel in 1948. Mandated by the United Nations following World War II, it was seemingly a work of man—but in reality, directed by God.

Psalm 90:13–17
 

Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants. O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children. And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

On the seventh day in the creation story, God rested. So too, I believe we are coming to the end of the day of man and to the day God will establish His kingdom, when He will send His Son.

I believe the Lord’s coming is near, that we are at the very threshold. And though we can’t know the day or the hour of His coming, we can know the time and season is dawning (Matthew 24).

Psalm 91
 

Psalm 91:1
 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

“The most High,” or El Elyon is a name for God always linked with priestly praise. In other words, he that lives in the secret place of praise and worship—in morning devotions or evening walks with the Lord—shall abide under the shadow of God’s protection and provision.

“Lord,” we say, “if You provide for me, I’ll give You praise. If You protect me, I’ll worship You.”


“It’s the other way around,” the Lord says. “Worship Me—and as you do, you will experience the shadow of My protection and provision.”

Praise always precedes power. Before thousands were saved at Pentecost, people praised the Lord in their own tongues (Acts 2:11). It was as Peter and Silas praised the Lord in jail that the prison doors flew open (Acts 16). It is as praise ascends that things begin to happen. That’s why the Book of Psalms is so important; that’s why worship is so necessary.

Psalm 91:2, 3
 

I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31). It is the Father’s intention that you soar in the Spirit. But Satan is a fowler, a bird catcher, who seeks to pull you down and ensnare you.

Psalm 91:4
 

He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

Commentator F. B. Meyer tells us there are four kinds of calls a mother hen makes to her brood: one when night is falling, one when danger is lurking, one when food is found, and one when she simply desires to have her chicks close to her.

“O, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, I would gather you as a mother hen gathers her chicks, but you would not,” Jesus cried (Luke 13:34). Our Lord desires to gather us under His wings because He sees the darkness coming; He sees the danger overhead; He has nourishment for us; and, finally, He just desires to be with us.

I hope that when you hear His call, you’ll be quick to answer and find yourself under the covering of His wings.

Psalm 91:5–10
 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

We live in a culture of fear where people are worried about everything from flu epidemics to identity theft to terrorist attacks. Here, the psalmist exults not only in the saving power, but the keeping power of our God. Does this mean that believers will be immune from danger?

No. But it does mean that regardless of the physical, emotional, or financial battles surrounding us, the Lord Himself is our refuge. Therefore, what else do we need?

Psalm 91:11, 12
 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

This is the verse quoted by Satan when Jesus was in the wilderness. In the third temptation, Satan caused Jesus to be taken up to the pinnacle of the temple. “Jump,” He said. “After all, You won’t get hurt because the angels will keep You from dashing Your foot against a stone” (see Matthew 4:6). But Satan conveniently forgot to quote the phrase “in all thy ways.” In other words, the promise was made that Jesus would be kept in all His ways—not in all of Satan’s suggestions.

“This isn’t a chance for Me to test My Father,” Jesus would, in effect say. “It’s an opportunity for Me to trust My Father. He shall keep Me in all My ways—and My way is to lay down My life, to let go of My will.”

Psalm 91:13
 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

The lion, the adder, the dragon are all names that refer to Satan. Thus, it is Satan who will ultimately be trampled.

Psalm 91:14–16
 

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

Those who abide, who dwell in the secret place with the Lord will be not only be provided for and protected presently, but have a glorious destiny eternally.

Psalm 92
 

A Psalm or Song for the Sabbath day.

Psalm 92:1, 2
 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night,

In tabernacle and temple worship, sweet-smelling incense was offered to the Lord every morning and evening. We can do the same thing. A great way to start the day and a beautiful way to end it is by offering sweet-smelling prayers of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord.

Psalm 92:3
 

Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the harp with a solemn sound.

The psaltery—or lute—and the ten-stringed instrument were played energetically. The harp, on the other hand, was played solemnly. In this, we see there is a time both for energetic praise and for solemn worship.

Psalm 92:4
 

For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph in the works of thy hands.

It’s not through his own hands that the psalmist will triumph, but through the work of God’s hands—ultimately, as they were pinned to the cross.

In this psalm for the Sabbath, we are reminded that the purpose of the Sabbath day is to stop what we normally do and remember that everything we have is from the Lord. The world treats Sunday like a day to get ahead. But, by taking the Sabbath break, we say, “Lord, I realize and recognize that anything I have is not due to my energy or ingenuity but to the gracious work of Your hands on my behalf.”

Psalm 92:5–10
 

O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this. When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever: But thou, LORD, art most high for evermore. For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.

“Lord, let others do as they will, but I am coming into Your house and presence with songs of praise, realizing everything I have is from Your hand,” the psalmist declares. And in so doing, he would be anointed with fresh oil.

I believe we were created to need one day in seven to change pace emotionally, physically, and mentally—to rejoice, relax, and be refreshed.

“But I don’t need a day off,” people protest.

Did God need a day off? Was He tired after six days of creation? No, but He showed us the principle that one day a week ought to be treated differently.

Psalm 92:11, 12 (a)
 

Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me. The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree…

Palm trees thrive in dry places. Also, the palm is the only tree that produces more and more fruit the older it gets. This means that, even through dry times, the righteous produce more fruit the older they get. What a glorious hope!

Psalm 92:12 (b)
 

…he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

The cedars of Lebanon grow in the mountains. They send out horizontal roots in order to link to other cedars in order that they might have stability. We can learn from the cedar. Sometimes, people fall in stormy seasons simply because they’re not supported in the way the Father intends His family to support one another.

Psalm 92:13–15
 

Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

Oh, this is my prayer. In old age, I want to be fat, flourishing, and fruitful in the things of God. Lord, help me to be a heavyweight in You!

Psalm 93
 

Psalm 93:1–4
 

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved. Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.

As a nation, the Israelites had a collective fear of the open sea. Yes, they fished on the Sea of Galilee—but that was a freshwater lake. You might not be afraid of the sea—but what torments you? The good news of Psalm 93 is that the Lord is mightier than any fear that might be rolling your way.

Psalm 93:5
 

Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.

Where do we go when storms are raging, when waves are rolling, when winds are blowing? We find shelter in the house of the Lord. There, though the winds and gales bluster and blow, we find exactly what we need.

Psalm 94
 

Psalm 94 is divided into two parts. Verses 1 through 7 express the psalmist’s concern for the wickedness of men. Verses 8 through 23 express confidence in the righteousness of God. The psalmist’s concern is expressed in prayer; his confidence through proclamation.

Psalm 94:1–7
 

O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself. Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the proud. LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph? How long shall they utter and speak hard things? and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves? They break in pieces thy people, O LORD, and afflict thine heritage. They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless. Yet they say, The LORD shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.

Here, the psalmist asks, “How long, Lord, will this evil and wickedness go on?” And, as we look at our own world, his question is ours, as well.

Psalm 94:8–11
 

Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise? He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see? He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know? The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.

As is so often the case, even as he makes his prayer, the psalmist is given the answer in his heart.

Psalm 94:12–15
 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of thy law; That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked. For the LORD will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance. But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it.

Those who are corrected and learn from their chastisement are blessed.

Our greatest need is not to be informed. It’s to be reminded. We forget. That’s why I come to church. I need to be reminded as I sing the songs, as I offer prayer, as I fellowship with my brothers and sisters. The day is coming when all problems will be solved, when all questions will be answered. Until then, we have to be reminded constantly of eternity.

Psalm 94:16
 

Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? or who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity?

“Who will take a stand for righteousness?” the psalmist asks.

Psalm 94:17
 

Unless the LORD had been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in silence.

“If You didn’t help me, Lord, I would be tongue-tied. I wouldn’t say a thing. I wouldn’t make any protest about the wickedness I see all around me.”

Psalm 94:18, 19
 

When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up. In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.

“I felt as though I was slipping. I was anxious inside. But, Lord, You comforted me.”

Psalm 94:20
 

Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law?

This seems to be the Lord speaking, saying, “Are you going to allow wickedness in your home?”

Psalm 94:21–23
 

They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood. But the LORD is my defence; and my God is the rock of my refuge. And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the LORD our God shall cut them off.

God will have the final say. He will win the day. Meanwhile, we get to pray. We get to say, “To the best of our ability, Lord, we are not going to partake in wickedness. We’re going to join Joshua in saying, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord’ ” (Joshua 24:15).

Psalm 95
 

Psalm 95 through Psalm 100 make up what are called the “Coronation Psalms,” so called because they were compiled for the dedication of the second temple, built after the Jews’ seventy-year exile in Babylon. Although Israel had previously asked for a king so that they could be like the nations that surrounded them, these psalms seem to reaffirm their understanding that the best way for the nation to be ruled was to acknowledge God as King.

These psalms are concerned not only with the dedication of the second temple, but with the anticipation of the Second Coming, for their ultimate fulfillment will take place when Jesus rules the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords.

Psalm 95:1–3
 

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

Having just returned from captivity in Babylon, where multiple gods were worshiped, the psalmist emphasizes the absolute, undeniable sovereignty of the true and living God.

Psalm 95:4, 5
 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.

Even as the temple was being dedicated, there was once again the realization that what they had built couldn’t be compared to what God had created.

Psalm 95:6, 7 (a)
 

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.…

Here, the psalmist says, “Let us bow down. Let us kneel.” Clapping hands, standing in awe, lifting the head are all spoken of in the Scriptures as ways we can demonstrate worship. Although worship is stimulated in the heart and can be demonstrated through the body, I have found that sometimes demonstration through my body works stimulation in my spirit. That is, when I’m dry and I don’t sense the Lord’s presence as I once did, I find that when I bow my knees before Him or lift my hands to Him, something happens deep within me and my heart is stirred.

In the morning—when my mind might be foggy and my body might be tired—if I’ll kneel down before the Lord, if I’ll lift up my hands and praise His name, if I’ll sing loudly in my study, if I’ll worship enthusiastically, even though my spirit may not initially be on board, it doesn’t take long for it to respond accordingly. That’s why the psalmist doesn’t say, “Do these things if you feel like it.” He says, “Do these things, period.” Worship is not based on feeling. Worship is based on who God is. And He is merciful, generous, wonderful, and loving.

When the Wisemen made their way to Bethlehem, bearing gold, frankincense, and myrrh, Jesus was not yet two years old. Thus, they obviously weren’t hoping to get anything from Him. Instead, they brought their gifts to Him simply because they realized that He was the promised One, the King. Whether or not they felt anything was not the issue.

All things were made by Him and for His pleasure. Therefore, when I am pleasing the Lord by worshiping Him, I am actually fulfilling the very purpose for my existence (Revelation 4:11).

Psalm 95:7 (b)–9
 

…To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work.

The reference here is to Meribah (Exodus 17). After the Lord had set His people free from their bondage in Egypt, after He had parted the Red Sea for them, they found themselves hot and thirsty. They could have trusted God. Instead, they murmured and complained. The result was hardened hearts.

So too, at any given moment, I’m either going to be worshiping or murmuring. Thanksgiving leads to grace and glory. Murmuring, on the other hand, leads to discouragement and depression. Murmuring will take us down faster than anything else. When do we murmur? More often than not, as with the children of Israel, it’s when we’re going through a dry spell. And when we’re dry, we’re vulnerable to complaining. “Don’t let that happen,” the psalmist says.

The Israelites had seen God’s work. So have we. We have seen Him save us from hell, take up residence in our hearts, adopt us as sons and plant us in His kingdom. Therefore, regardless of how dry the day might be, we have more than enough reason to rejoice and worship Him enthusiastically.

Psalm 95:10, 11
 

Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways: Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest.

The tendency to murmur that began in the dry days at Meribah seemed to set a pattern for the children of Israel. Soon, they began to murmur about everything. It was murmuring that eventually kept them from their destiny, for when they were camped at Kadesh-Barnea on the very border of the Promised Land, they believed the report of the ten spies who complained that the giants were unbeatable rather than realizing that no man was a match for the God who had parted the Red Sea.

Murmuring is like cancer—it just begins to spread and take over. How can we keep from murmuring? What is the cure for murmuring? Worship.

Psalm 96
 

Psalm 96:1, 2
 

O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.

Three times in the first two verses of this third coronation psalm the people were exhorted to sing. As part of “all the earth,” we’re to sing, as well. Why? Because God seems to enjoy working to background music (Job 38:4–7).

Psalm 96:3–5
 

Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people. For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.

Here we see another affirmation of God’s absolute sovereignty contrasted against Babylon’s multiplicity of false gods.

Psalm 96:6
 

Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

More than in any gym or beauty salon, strength and beauty are found in God’s sanctuary as we worship Him passionately and creatively.

Psalm 96:7, 8
 

Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.

Just as in verses 1 and 2 we were told to sing, sing, sing, here we are told to give, give, give. Why? It is not because the God of the universe is a little short on cash and needs us to help Him out. It is because it is by giving to the Lord that our professions are given meaning.

Psalm 96:9
 

O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.

It was when Isaiah saw the Lord that he became aware of his own sin and was purified (Isaiah 6:5–7). So too, as we worship the Lord and are reminded of His holiness, we ourselves become a little more whole in the process. Worship is wonderfully healing.

Psalm 96:10
 

Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.

Isaiah worshiped the Lord, was cleansed with a hot coal, and then he was ready for the Lord to send him with the message. “Woe” became “go.” True, impacting worship cannot help but overflow in witness.

Psalm 96:11–13
 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Worship, witness, and then rejoice because the Lord is coming to make all things right at last. The more difficult the problems that surround us, the more we look forward to His return.

Psalm 97
 

Psalm 97:1 (a)
 

The LORD reigneth…

What the heathen were told in Psalm 96:10, we are reminded of here in Psalm 97. That is: The Lord reigns!

Psalm 97:1 (b)
 

…let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.

When Jesus comes back to rule and reign, the whole earth shall indeed rejoice. But because the kingdom of God is within us, we who know Him can begin the celebration even now.

Psalm 97:2–9
 

Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled. The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory. Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods. Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD. For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.

Why is the earth to rejoice? Why are the multitude of isles to be glad? Because, unlike the gods of the world, the God we are to worship is not at the mercy of nature. We are called to worship a God of infinite power, of absolute righteousness.

Psalm 97:10
 

Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

Why are those who love the Lord to hate evil? Because of what it does to people. It destroys them.

Psalm 97:11, 12
 

Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.

In contrast to the light of the fire that burns His enemies, God lights the path of the righteous.

Psalm 98
 

A Psalm.

Psalm 98:1, 2
 

O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen.

In Luke 2, we find the story of a man named Simeon, an old man who waited day after day for the coming of Messiah, the One who would set His people free. One day, Simeon was told by the Spirit, “Today is the day. Today is the day you have been waiting for.” As Simeon made his way to the temple that day, he was no doubt listening for the rumble of chariot wheels. No doubt there would be an awesome army that would march into Jerusalem, led by Messiah, to liberate Israel from the oppression of Rome. Simeon listened. He watched. He waited. But there were no chariots. There was no army. Instead, there was just a peasant couple who had come to dedicate a little, tiny Baby. And Simeon had a choice to make right then. He could have said, “You’re kidding me. I’ve been waiting decades for a teenage girl, a poor carpenter, and a tiny baby?” But he didn’t. We are told he took the Child in his hands and blessed the Father for making known His salvation.

Oftentimes, we pray for and focus on a specific person or event to come our way, to solve our problem, to set us free. But more often than not, what God sends our way isn’t at all what we expect. We look for an army, and God sends a baby. We think it’s going to be a powerful presentation. Instead, it’s a peasant couple. At that moment, like Simeon, we have a choice to make. We can either say, “What’s the use of praying? God surely doesn’t answer prayer”—or we can say, “I don’t understand this, Lord. But I bless You and trust that somehow what You’ve brought to me today is going to be what’s best.”

Psalm 98:3–6
 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a Psalm. With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.

Worship is to be energetic and enthusiastic. “Tell your disciples to pipe down,” the religious leaders said to Jesus.

“If they are quiet, then the rocks will cry out,” Jesus said (see Luke 19:40).

So, here the psalmist says, “Let the music play!”

Psalm 98:7–9
 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.

What a day it will be when Jesus comes back—when the floods clap their hands and the mountains break forth into song—when even seemingly insurmountable obstacles and events that we were convinced would drown us are seen to serve His purpose perfectly.

Psalm 99
 

Psalm 99:1–5
 

The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved. The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people. Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy. The king’s strength also loveth judgment; thou dost establish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob. Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy.

Worship should be joyful and energetic—but also reverent and respectful. Here, we see the psalmist advocating bowing down in a posture of humility as a response to the awareness of God’s holiness.

Psalm 99:6–9
 

Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name; they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them. Thou answeredst them, O LORD our God: thou wast a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions. Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.

Moses, Aaron, and Samuel are singled out by the psalmist as examples of men who called out to God and were heard by Him. The fact that Scripture records not only the faults and flaws of each of these giants of faith, but that the Lord forgave them should serve as an encouragement for us, flawed as we are, to humbly follow in their footsteps of prayer.

Psalm 100
 

A Psalm of praise.

Psalm 100:1, 2 (a)
 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness…

The worship we give to the Lord and the work we do for Him must always be done with gladness. When I look around, I realize the men I most respect are men who serve the Lord. When I look ahead, I realize that anything I do—even if it’s nothing more than offering a cup of cold water in the Lord’s name—will be rewarded (Matthew 10:42). When I look back, I realize the enemy attacks the people at the back of the pack—those who aren’t serving the Lord (Deuteronomy 25:18). Therefore, the best place to be is in the front lines, serving the Lord wholeheartedly.

Psalm 100:2 (b)
 

…come before his presence with singing.

Something happens when we put our reservations aside and come into the Lord’s presence with singing. If you feel far from the Lord, sing songs of praise to Him for He inhabits the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3). God seeks those who worship Him in spirit and truth (John 4:23). Therefore, if you want the Lord to seek you, worship Him—and, as you do, you’ll find that you are once again aware of His presence.

Psalm 100:3
 

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

You exist for God. God does not exist for you. He’s a loving Father who loves us. But He’s also our Creator who made us. Why are we to worship Him? Yes, there are benefits and blessings for us—but, ultimately, it comes down to the fact that He is God. We exist for His pleasure (Revelation 4:11). And He is pleased when we worship Him. Why is He pleasured? Because people become like that which they worship (Psalm 115:4–8). And He wants us to be like Him.

Psalm 100:4
 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

The best way to enter into the Lord’s presence is by thanking Him for what He has done and praising Him for who He is.

Psalm 100:5
 

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

Truly, the Lord is good. His mercy is inexhaustible. And so solid and unchanging is His truth that we can pass it on to our great-grandchildren.

Psalm 101
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 101 is believed to be David’s inaugural address, written when he was crowned king of Israel. We see his personal plan in verses 1 through 4 and his political platform in verses 5 through 8…

Psalm 101:1 (a)
 

I will sing of mercy…

Notice that David doesn’t say, “I will sing for mercy.” He says, “I will sing of mercy.” In other words, David didn’t sing so that God would be merciful to him in the future, but because God had already shown him great mercy—just as He has to us.

Psalm 101:1 (b)
 

…and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.

Although it might seem easier to praise the Lord for His mercy than for His judgment, the term judgment refers to all of God’s decisions—one of which was, miraculously, to save us.

Psalm 101:2 (a)
 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way.…

The old adage is true: If you aim for nothing, you’re guaranteed to hit it. Here, David is saying, “I am determined to behave wisely and maturely, Lord. I don’t want to be less than You enable me to be.” This is what Jesus meant when He told us we are to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect (Matthew 5:48).

Psalm 101:2 (b)
 

…O when wilt thou come unto me?…

“I want to behave wisely and maturely, Lord. But to do this, I need Your help desperately,” David prays.

Psalm 101:2 (c), 3 (a)
 

…I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes…

Both in his administration and his house, David determined there would be no wicked thing set before his eyes. Why? We become like that which we behold. That is why Paul told the Corinthians that as we behold the Lord, we are changed from glory to greater glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Psalm 101:3 (b), 4
 

…I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.

“I won’t spend time with wicked people,” David said. But wasn’t Jesus called the friend of sinners? Didn’t He hang out with people of questionable reputations? Yes. But rather than being changed by a situation, Jesus changed it. You see, we’re either going to be thermometers or thermostats. A thermometer goes up and down with the temperature of the room. A thermostat changes the conditions in the room. And if you’re going somewhere to share Jesus, to take a stand for Him, to talk about Him, to make no compromise, to be a thermostat—you are free to go anywhere.

Psalm 101:5 (a)
 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off…

In a family, in an administration, in a church congregation, there will be those who want to slander others. If you’re wise, like David, you’ll cut it off. When someone comes with a negative word about another, give no ear to it.

Psalm 101:5 (b)
 

…him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.

David chose not to spend time with haughty people.

Psalm 101:6
 

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.

David chose to receive counsel from men of faith, from men who loved God. Those who lacked character and integrity wouldn’t be part of his administration.

Psalm 101:7
 

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight.

Character counted with David. Character has wisely been defined as what you do when no one is watching you. Inspired by the Spirit, David is describing how a life, a family, a house, a nation ought to be run.

Psalm 101:8
 

I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD.

When you move into a new house, you make a list of all the things that need to be fixed because after you live there for a year or two, you won’t notice them any more. Maybe that is why David said, he would rid Jerusalem of wicked men early. In our own lives, we must not put off dealing with that which is contrary to the nature of our Father, with that which is not right in His sight.

Psalm 102
 

A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before the Lord.

Some commentators suggest this psalm was written by David after he committed adultery with Bathsheba. Others say it was written by a captive in Babylon, perhaps by Daniel. Although we can’t be sure of the identity of the human author of Psalm 102, we know he was one who was discouraged. And that makes this psalm extremely applicable to us at one time or another in our pilgrimage…

Psalm 102:1–4
 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee. Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me speedily. For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth. My heart is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my bread.

So discouraged was the psalmist that he lost his appetite.

Psalm 102:5–7
 

By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to my skin. I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert. I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top.

Pelicans don’t live in the wilderness. Owls aren’t found in the desert. Sparrows don’t dwell alone. Therefore, the psalmist is saying, “Nothing in my life is as it should be.”

Psalm 102:8
 

Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against me are sworn against me.

Not only was the psalmist distressed internally, but he was surrounded by men out to get him.

Psalm 102:9–11
 

For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping, Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down. My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass.

The condition of the moaning and groaning, the isolation and confusion paints a very powerful picture of what sin does—either to the psalmist personally, the Jewish nation corporately, or you and me presently. Sin causes us to become disoriented and discouraged. We groan; we ache; we cry endlessly. That is why we rejoice over what Jesus has done for us when He paid the price for our sin.

Psalm 102:12–17
 

But thou, O LORD, shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations. Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come. For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.

Suddenly, the psalmist looks up. Suddenly, he has hope as he realizes the Lord is coming. Gang, we might be going through this or dealing with that, but one of these days, we’re going home to heaven, where every tear will be wiped away, where we’ll deal with our flesh no more.

Psalm 102:18 (a)
 

This shall be written for the generation to come…

“This shall be written for the generation to come.” In Matthew 24, Jesus said the final generation would be the one that sees the fig tree blossom. Throughout the Old Testament, the fig tree speaks of Israel. After almost 2,000 years of not having a homeland, on May 14, 1948, Israel was established once more. Thus, ours is the generation that saw the fig tree blossom.

Psalm 102:18 (b)
 

…and the people which shall be created shall praise the LORD.

Which people shall be created? In Old Testament times, there were two groups: Jews and Gentiles. But in Ephesians 2, Paul declares that the Lord makes from them a new entity: the church.

Psalm 102:19–21
 

For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the LORD behold the earth; To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death; To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;

What a great picture the psalmist paints of Jesus—the One who came to preach deliverance to the captives (Luke 4:18) and to decimate death’s hold on mankind through His own death on the Cross (1 Corinthians 15:54, 55).

Psalm 102:22–28
 

When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD. He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened my days. I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are throughout all generations. Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before thee.

“Lord,” the psalmist prays, “I might be going through the pits presently and the world will pass away ultimately, but You are going to endure through all eternity. You have a grand plan and everything will be worked out perfectly.” Truly, the antidote to depression lies in the realization that, even though our moods change, even though the weather changes, even though our circumstances change, the Lord remains the same (Hebrews 13:8). Therefore, as I read the newspaper, that which would otherwise cause despair and discouragement actually thrills me because I realize that everything is happening according to plan, fulfilling Bible prophecy.

Concerning prophecy and the rapture of the church specifically, Paul would say, “Comfort one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18). Take hope and take heart, gang, because one day, we’re going to hear Jesus say, “Come up.” And away we’ll go!

Psalm 103
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 103:1 (a)
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul…

As he did in Psalm 42, David talks to his own soul—his mind and emotions—saying, “Come on, soul, bless the Lord. Get engaged.”

Psalm 103:1 (b)
 

…and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

To bless literally means to convey prosperity or happiness upon another. This means that we actually have the ability to bring the Lord happiness.

Psalm 103:2
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

Whenever we find ourselves full of anxiety about the future, it’s most likely because we don’t remember how faithful God has been in the past. When we forget what the Lord has done—the benefits He’s made so abundantly available to us, the faithfulness and kindness He so consistently shows to us—our faith begins to falter. If you’re like me and don’t always remember how the Lord has answered your prayers, I encourage you to write down the things you’re wrestling with or going through. As I reread my old prayer journals I can see how God solved seemingly impossible situations perfectly.

I’m convinced that the Lord has somewhat of a dilemma answering our contradictory and conflicting prayers. “Lord, make me dependent on You alone,” we pray. But then when our hours are cut at work or our girlfriend breaks up with us, we go into a tailspin and ask, “Lord, how can this be?” Sometimes a journal can help clarify the things I’ve prayed through and show me answers I otherwise would have missed.

Psalm 103:3 (a)
 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities…

Aren’t you thankful that the Lord doesn’t forgive most of our iniquities, but that He forgives them all?

Psalm 103:3 (b)
 

…who healeth all thy diseases

Four friends brought a fifth friend to Jesus that he might be healed. When Jesus said, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” I imagine that the other four thought, “Who cares about his sin? We just want him to be able to walk again.” Later on, their lame friend would indeed be able to walk (Luke 5:25). But the fact is that, although a person can be in top shape physically, if his sins aren’t forgiven, he can’t be truly happy (Psalm 32:1).

Psalm 103:4, 5
 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

David has no shortage of reasons to bless the Lord. The Lord forgave him, healed him, satisfied him, renewed him—just as He has done for us.

Psalm 103:6, 7
 

The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.

As seen throughout the law given to Moses, the Lord is the Champion of the poor and distressed.

Psalm 103:8
 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

One Thanksgiving, as I was teaching from this psalm, I was a single parent and my kids—Peter-John, seven, Jessie, five, and Christie, three, were sitting in the front row, as they always did when I taught. This particular day, however, something got into them. Peter started giggling. Then he poked Jessie. Christy looked over at Jessie and hit her on the head. At this point, I stopped my exposition of verse 8 and said, “Peter, Jessie, Christy, come here.” Terror filled their eyes as they made their way to me. I took them backstage, where I knew there was a plate of gigantic peanut-butter and chocolate-chip cookies someone had graciously made me. After giving them each a cookie, I ushered them back to their seats. Then I said to the congregation, “Justice is getting what you deserve: a spanking. Mercy is not getting a spanking. But grace is getting a peanut-butter and chocolate-chip cookie.” And that’s the way of the Lord because, although we’ve been conditioned to think that God is nervous and uptight, He’s actually just the opposite: slow to anger and full of inexhaustible mercy.

Psalm 103:9–11
 

He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

How high is heaven above the earth? Even though our Milky Way galaxy is one hundred million light-years long and ten million light-years wide, scientists call it an expanding universe because the more we discover about it, the bigger it gets. Isn’t that the way it is with God’s mercy? The more we experience it, the more there is left to experience.

Psalm 103:12
 

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

As far as the east is from the west—that’s how far our transgressions are from God. Aren’t you glad He didn’t say they are as far from Him as the north is from the south? If I walked several thousand miles, I would end up at the north pole. After that, with every step I took I would be going south. But I could go east, east, east indefinitely because east never becomes west.

Psalm 103:13, 14
 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

I’m convinced we expect more from ourselves than God expects from us. After all, He not only knows what we’re made of but He became just like us in the person of Jesus Christ. As a result, we have a compassionate and faithful High Priest who knows exactly what we struggle with and go through (Hebrews 2:9–18).

Psalm 103:15–18
 

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children; To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.

Chesed, the Hebrew word translated “mercy,” literally means “exuberant goodness.” The exuberant goodness of God is not a fleeting wind that blows through our lives every now and then. Nor is it as feeble as the grass and flowers of the field that are either dried or drowned by the fickleness of the changing winds of weather. It is sure. It is solid. It is everlasting.

Psalm 103:19–22
 

The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul.

As if directing a cosmic orchestra, David cues the angels to bless the Lord. Then he cues all of the spiritual beings to join in. Next, he commands all of creation to add their voices. And, finally, he ends where he began—calling for his own soul to bless the Lord.

Psalm 104
 

Psalm 104 is a poetic portrayal of the creation story. In this picturesque portrayal of creation, you will see the creation story unfold in order.

Psalm 104:1, 2 (a)
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty. Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment…

On the first day of creation, God created light.

Psalm 104:2 (b), 3
 

…who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind:

On the second day, God created the atmosphere with waters above and below that provided a canopy, causing the earth to be a greenhouse, a tropical paradise.

Psalm 104:4
 

Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:

According to Job 38:7, while God was creating, the angels were singing. God apparently does His best creative work with background music. That’s why our praise is important to Him.

Psalm 104:5–18
 

Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains. At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth. He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst. By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches. He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth; And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man’s heart. The trees of the LORD are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted; Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the fir trees are her house. The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies.

On the third day, God created oceans that stay in their boundaries, along with the dry land and vegetation.

Psalm 104:19–23
 

He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down. Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening.

On the fourth day, God created the sun, moon, and stars.

Psalm 104:24–26
 

O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches. So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts. There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.

On the fifth day, God created the fish and birds.

Psalm 104:27–30

 

These wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give them their meat in due season. That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good. Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.

On the sixth day, God created man and animals.

Psalm 104:31, 32
 

The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works. He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke.

On the seventh day, God rested.

Psalm 104:33–35
 

I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD. Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.

When you hike or fish, surf or ski, think about the creative genius of God, for as you do, suddenly your day becomes so much more than just a “day at the beach.” Suddenly, your meditation will indeed be sweet. Suddenly, like the psalmist’s, your meditation of God will be sweet as you ponder the creative ingenuity of the Father.

Psalm 105
 

Psalms 105 and 106 are hymns of history. With scrolls rare and costly in Bible days, history would be preserved in song, making it more accessible. Psalm 105 recounts what God had done for His people; Psalm 106 recounts how His people treated Him. Psalm 105 declares how God was faithful; Psalm 106 how they were fickle. Psalm 105 shows the goodness and grace of God; Psalm 106 shows the rebellion and stubbornness of His children. Thus, they have application for us…

Psalm 105:1–5
 

O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing Psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore. Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;

After giving an exhortation to worship, the psalmist gives an explanation of worship. People sometimes wonder how to have devotions—both privately and with their families. The above passage provides a very practical framework…

First, we are instructed to sing songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God. We can do this both in our own personal quiet times and by singing praise songs, choruses or hymns together as a family.

Next, we are instructed to talk of God’s wondrous works. In our private devotions, we can, as the chorus says, “Count our blessings, naming them one by one,” even audibly. As a family, we can simply share with one another the blessings God bestows upon us on any given day.

Third, we’re to seek the Lord. “Lo, I come in the volume of the book,” Jesus said (Hebrews 10:7). Therefore, the best place to find Him is in the Word as we meditate on a passage privately or share a simple lesson we’ve learned with our family.

Finally, we are to remember His marvelous work. I have found the best place to remember the Lord’s most marvelous work—that of saving our souls—is at His Table, either personally, with our families, or as a church corporately.

Psalm 105:6, 7
 

O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen. He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.

The things we read about in the Word are not just to be noted theoretically or thought through theologically. They’re to be practiced actively. And as we put them into practice, there will be great benefits. All too often, we hear a teaching or study a passage and then deceive ourselves because we think that, because we’ve heard it and agree with it, we must be doing it. That is not necessarily so. When Jesus talked about washing feet, He didn’t say, “Happy are you if you watch Me,” or, “Happy are you if you agree with Me.” He said, “Happy are you if you do them” (John 13:17, italics added).

Therefore, let us be those who say, “I’m going to do this. I’m going to give thanks to the Lord. I’m going to call on His name. I’m going to make known His deeds to people. I’m going to talk about what He’s done for me and what He means to me.” The happiness is found not in the studying, not in the agreeing, but in the doing.

Psalm 105:8–12
 

He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations. Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance: When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it.

The covenant spoken of here concerned the land God had destined for His people.

Psalm 105:13
 

When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people;

God’s people did indeed go from one nation to another. Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees and went to Bethel. From there, he went down to Egypt and finally back to Bethel. Isaac went to the valley of Gerar, where he dug wells to water his flocks. When the locals became upset with him, he called the well Esek, or “Strife,” and moved to a place he named Sitna or “Hatred” when the people in the region again troubled him. From Sitna, he moved further and dug a third well. When no one bothered him there, he named the place Reheboth or “Room for us” (Genesis 26:22).

How do you know where to get involved in ministry? Start digging! If water doesn’t flow, if all you find is strife and trouble, perhaps the Lord would have you move down the road and dig again. Eventually, you’ll find the place where you’ll have a flowing, fruitful ministry. Yes, there will be challenges and attacks from the enemy, but if you listen to the Lord, you’ll find your Reheboth.

Psalm 105:14, 15
 

He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

God protected Abraham in Egypt. He protected Isaac from Abimelech. He protected Jacob from his Uncle Laban and from his brother, Esau.

Psalm 105:16–22
 

Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread. He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him. The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance: To bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.

When famine broke out, God already had His man, Joseph, on the scene. From being friendless in verse 17, Joseph was fettered in verse 18, forgotten in verse 19, and freed in verse 20.

Psalm 105:23
 

Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.

Jacob accompanied his eleven sons to Egypt, where they all settled in the land of Goshen.

Psalm 105:24, 25
 

And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies. He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants.

Over the next four hundred years, the nation would grow from a population of seventy to over three million. Even under persecution, God’s people flourished. Why did the Jews have to remain in Egypt for four hundred years? Because in Genesis 15, God told Abraham that this would happen until the iniquity of the Amonites was full. You see, the sin and wickedness of the Canaanites had to be judged. But God gave them four hundred years to turn away from their sin and toward Him while the Israelites were in Egypt. When they refused, God at last ordered their extermination, as seen in the Book of Joshua.

Psalm 105:26
 

He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen.

Amram and Jochabed’s family was remarkable. Their son, Moses, was a mighty prince. Their son, Aaron, was a ministering priest. Their daughter, Miriam, was a musical prophetess. How important it is for us to see our kids with eyes of faith, to pronounce blessing upon them, to have a prophetic word for them, to believe that God’s hand is on them and that He has something significant for them to accomplish for His glory.

Psalm 105:27–30
 

They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham. He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word. He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish. Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the chambers of their kings.

With Aaron at his side, Moses went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Let My people go.’ ” When Pharaoh refused, a series of ten plagues followed…

Psalm 105:31–36
 

He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts. He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land. He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts. He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number, And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground. He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of all their strength.

The plagues crescendoed and climaxed in the deaths of the firstborn of every Egyptian family.

Psalm 105:37, 38
 

He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes. Egypt was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them.

Finally, the Israelites were set free.

Psalm 105:39
 

He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.

God went before His people and gave guidance to them.

Psalm 105:40
 

The people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.

God provided His people with quail and manna in the wilderness.

Psalm 105:41
 

He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.

The rock was a picture of Jesus, smitten for you and me that we might be cleansed and refreshed by His work on the Cross of Calvary (1 Corinthians 10:4).

Psalm 105:42–44 (a)
 

For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant. And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness: And gave them the lands of the heathen…

God guided and provided for His people not begrudgingly or reluctantly but with joy and gladness.

Psalm 105:44 (b), 45
 

…and they inherited the labour of the people; That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the LORD.

In Psalm 105, we see the faithfulness of God to the people of Israel. Whether regarding the nation of Israel or your own family, God is in control. This means that history is truly His story. That is why I encourage you to write down the history of your life. Record how the Lord has worked in your own situation—what He’s delivered you from, where you would be without Him. Reflect on God’s blessings and I guarantee you will be encouraged as you realize the Lord’s hand is truly on your life.

Psalm 106
 

Psalm 106:1–5
 

Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? who can shew forth all his praise? Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times. Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: O visit me with thy salvation; That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.

Verses 3, 4, and 5 seem to indicate that this Psalm was written by a captive in Babylon. Following the account of God’s faithfulness in freeing His people from bondage in Egypt, it’s as if the psalmist is saying, “Don’t forget about us in Babylon, Lord. You came through for our forefathers. Remember us, that we, too, may see Your good and rejoice in the gladness of Your nation.”

Psalm 106:6, 7
 

We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly. Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him at the sea, even at the Red sea.

“Lord,” the psalmist says, “we have erred like our fathers did at the Red Sea. Although they had seen Your miracles in Egypt, they accused Moses of bringing them to the wilderness only to die.”

All too often, we do the same thing. Daily, we experience the goodness of God in our lives and yet how easily and quickly we forget.

Psalm 106:8–12
 

Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known. He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness. And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left. Then believed they his words; they sang his praise.

It was good for Miriam to lead the congregation in praise. But how much better it would have been had she and the people praised the Lord before the waters of the Red Sea parted.

Maybe you feel boxed in. Maybe you feel tricked or stuck. If so, this is your chance for greatness. Before the miracle takes place, before the problem is solved, before the answer comes, sing God’s praise.

Psalm 106:13–15
 

They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel: But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

Lust has been wisely defined as the craving of salt by a man dying of thirst. Lust doesn’t work because it is never satisfied. Like fire, the more you give it, the more it demands. Not satisfied with manna, the Israelites demanded meat. They got it—but it ultimately killed them (Numbers 11:34).

Psalm 106:16
 

They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the LORD.

“You take too much upon yourself,” Dathan, Korah, and Abiram, said along with two hundred fifty others in a challenge to Moses’ and Aaron’s authority (Numbers 16:3). Their charge was particularly ignorant considering Moses hadn’t even wanted the job (Exodus 3:11).

Psalm 106:17, 18
 

The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and covered the company of Abiram. And a fire was kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked.

If you want to end up in the pit, rebel against those in authority over you. We are concerned about people in authority over us making the right decision. But our Father is far more concerned about us becoming the right people. Submission is not submission if I agree with the decision. Submission begins at the point that I don’t agree. Submission is exercised when I finally say, “Not my will but Thine be done.”

Psalm 106:19, 20
 

They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image. Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.

The law Moses would bring down from the mountain contained provision for failure to keep it. That’s always the way of the Lord. “This is the way you should walk,” He says. “But here’s provision for when you don’t…”

Moses broke the tablets, even as the people had already broken their intent.

Psalm 106:21–23
 

They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt; Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea. Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.

Although it was Moses who interceded on behalf of the people, it was God who put the spirit of intercession in Moses in the first place.

Psalm 106:24, 25
 

Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word: But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD.

When the Israelites sent in spies to check out the Promised Land, the spies returned saying, “The land is pleasant. But there are giants in it.” At this point, rather than believing God, the people murmured words of unbelief in their tents.

Sometimes we think we can say anything in the privacy of our own homes. But such is not the case, for God hears what we say in our homes just as well as He hears what we say in public.

Psalm 106:26–31
 

Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness: To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands. They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead. Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them. Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed. And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for evermore.

This is a reference to the account in Numbers 22 and 23, when Balak, the king of Moab, called for the prophet Balaam to curse God’s people. Looking at the people of God, however, all that came out of Balaam’s mouth on three occasions was blessing. “I can’t curse them,” Balaam finally said. “But they can bring a curse upon themselves if your women seduce their men and introduce them to your gods.” Balak followed Balaam’s suggestion—and 24,000 Israelites were killed in the plague that broke out as a result.

Psalm 106:32, 33
 

They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes: Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.

Once again, God’s people were murmuring. They were out of water, feeling thirsty. “Speak to the rock and the rock will pour forth water,” God said to Moses. The rock was smitten previously. But as a picture of Jesus, it was to be smitten only once for all sin, for all time, for all men. This time, Moses was to simply speak to the rock. But he was so tired of the complaints of the people that he struck the rock with the rod that miraculously had budded as a sign of his authority (Numbers 17). Striking the rock no doubt caused the buds to fall from his rod—and the same thing can happen to me. When I get mad, when I lash out, the blossom of the fruit of the Spirit is diminished in my life.

Psalm 106:34–36
 

They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them: But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.

Rather than destroying the Canaanites as God commanded them to do, the Israelites joined them in idol worship.

Psalm 106:37–40
 

Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood. Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions. Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance.

The reference here is to the practice of placing one’s firstborn child on the incandescent arms of the idol Moloch as a sacrifice. But before we too quickly cry out in judgment, we must realize our culture does virtually the same thing. You see, Moloch was the god of prosperity and the thinking was that those who offered their firstborn to him would prosper. As for the sacrificial child, his or her spirit would reappear in the next child. We do the same thing whenever we burn an unborn child with saline solution in the womb of its mother in order that its parents can “get on their feet financially.”

“Abort the baby,” society says. “Then, when you’re able to have children, they will be born into a financially stable, loving home.” The reason this is the same demonic reasoning as in the days of Moloch is because Satan’s goal never changes. It’s always destruction and death.

Psalm 106:41–46
 

And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them. Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand. Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry: And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his mercies. He made them also to be pitied of all those that carried them captives.

Even though He delivered them time and again only to have them return to their rebellion, God responded to the cries of His people.

Psalm 106:47, 48
 

Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD.

In light of God’s incredible mercy toward and patience with His people, it’s as if the psalmist is brought once again to a place of praise and is thus emboldened to ask for deliverance.

Psalm 107
 

According to Jewish rabbis and scholars, Psalms 107 through 119 were the songs that were sung when the foundation of the second temple was laid in the days of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest. The first temple built by Solomon was destroyed by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. This was when the Jews were carried captive into Babylon, where they remained for seventy years. After seventy years, just as the Lord had told Jeremiah (25:10–12), the people were released from their captivity when Cyrus, king of the Persians, who was named by Isaiah two hundred twenty years before the event took place (44:28), freed the Jews to go back to their land and rebuild their temple.

Psalm 107:1
 

O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Ezra gives us an eyewitness account of what took place when the foundation of the second temple was laid…

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. Ezra 3:10–13


This is why it is believed Psalm 107 was one of the songs they sang. Ezra in his recounting of this event said a great shout went up.

When the foundation was laid, the shouts of joy and celebration of the younger men mingled with the weeping and mourning of the older men because the second temple was architecturally inferior to the first.

So too, there can be a tendency to look back and say, “Those were the days…” But our God is One who takes us from glory to greater glory (2 Corinthians 3:18). In fact, the prophet, Haggai, would come on the scene and say that the glory of the latter house would exceed the glory of the former house (2:9). Why? Because, ultimately, the presence of Jesus Himself would grace the second temple.

Psalm 107:2
 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;

These people would have been thrilled because they were redeemed from the land of their captivity. They had been rescued and set free. So “say so” they did as they shouted with joy.

So too, when we as believers “say so”—letting others know that we have been redeemed—something wonderful happens. Our own faith is strengthened and our identification as believers is established. If you’re moving to a new place, taking a new job, attending a new school, make the most of the situation. Let people know you’re a believer by “saying so” from the very beginning.

Psalm 107:3
 

And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south.

In the remainder of this psalm, we see descriptions of the predicaments of people of any age—perhaps where you or someone around you might be even presently…

 
 
	In verses 4 through 9, we see a fainting traveler needing direction who finds a Guide.

	In verses 10 through 16, we see a weary captive needing freedom who finds a Deliverer.

	In verses 17 through 22, we see a sick soul needing healing who finds a Physician.

	In verses 23 through 30, we see a storm-tossed sailor needing tranquility who finds a Haven.


 
 
Psalm 107:4–9
 

They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses. And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation. Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.

Although the Israelites wandered for forty years in the wilderness due to their unbelief, the Lord was a faithful Guide who led them, at last, to the land He had promised them all along. So too, He is a faithful Guide to us—leading us every step of the way and filling our longing, hungry souls with His goodness.

Psalm 107:10–12
 

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron; Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High: Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.

Because they continually rebelled against the Lord and, instead, immersed themselves in immorality and idolatry, Israel was carried captive to Babylon. The same thing happens to us when we don’t do what the Lord says. We find ourselves enslaved by our own foolish sins and carnal lusts. We plunge into that which we think we’re free to do—only to find ourselves trapped as the very thing that was initially a pleasure becomes a huge, devastating problem.

Psalm 107:13–16
 

Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder. Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.

The third picture is of a sick soul finding a Physician. The common denominator in all of these situations is that of people who, brought to the place of desperation, sought the Lord with intensity. These people weren’t simply chatting with the Lord during their sixty-second devotions. They cried to Him.

Psalm 107:17
 

Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted.

The Word tells us point-blank that the reason for affliction, pain, and suffering is singular: it is sin. The world doesn’t understand this. The man on the street thinks if he sins, God will come down on him and do something terrible to him. That’s not true. It’s the sin itself that will do him in. Sin doesn’t bring destruction because it’s arbitrarily forbidden. Sin is forbidden because it invariably brings destruction.

Psalm 107:18
 

Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.

The sinner not only abhors the meat of the Word of God, but he abhors all manner of meat. That is, the party no longer gives him the joy it used to. The relationship no longer brings excitement the way it once did. He goes to church, but even that doesn’t satisfy him, for he has too much sin to enjoy the things of the Lord, but too much of the Lord to enjoy the things of the world. And, eventually, his heart and soul lose the will to live.

Psalm 107:19
 

Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.

I’m convinced that many people are depressed because they don’t cry out to the Lord. They might cry out to people. They might talk to the Lord in passing. But their eyes are dry. Their voice never wears out. I’m convinced that we need to be a people who, in those times of desperation, cry out to the Lord intensively and wholeheartedly. Are you discouraged today? Do you feel like you’re sick in your soul, weary in your heart, despairing even of life? How long has it been since you cried to the Lord?

Psalm 107:20
 

He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

How did the Lord save these people out of their distresses? By mystically and miraculously touching them? No. The psalmist says He sent them His Word.” When you cry out to the Lord, He’ll whisper in your heart, “Get back into My Word.” Therefore, build your life upon the rock of His truth. Commit yourself to meditation, to contemplation, to study of the Word. Scripture contains over 4,000 promises—and the Holy Spirit is waiting to apply them to your own situation.

Psalm 107:21, 22
 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.

Realizing the Lord has healed me, I have no other choice but to give Him thanks, to worship Him, to respond to Him with my song of praise, sacrifice of thanksgiving, and word of testimony. Make praise a priority, gang. Take any and every opportunity to share with others what the Lord has done for you. And if these things come hard to you, they will eventually become easier. But, more importantly, until they do, they will truly be a sweet sacrifice in the Lord’s eyes.

Psalm 107:23–30
 

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

Why do we and others go through storms? Sometimes, the Lord allows them because it’s only in the storm that we come to our wits’ end and cry to Him. Therefore, it’s important that we don’t try to always calm the storms the Lord has commanded either in our own lives or in the lives of others. Rather, we should say, “Lord, fulfill Your purpose in this storm, that in our desperation, we might cry to You.”

But there’s a better way because most of the storms we go through are unnecessary. If we learn our lessons from the Scripture, we wouldn’t have to learn them in the storm. If we learn in the sanctuary, we won’t have to learn in the storm. I have learned both in the sanctuary and in the storm—and I highly recommend learning in the sanctuary!

Psalm 107:31
 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

In each of the four scenarios of verses 4 through 30, the answer is Jesus…

To the fainting traveler who needs a guide, Jesus declares, “I am the Way.” If a kindergartner came to me as I was teaching and said, “I want a Tootsie Roll Pop,” I could say, “Here’s what to do: Go through the lobby. Go through the second set of double doors. Turn right. Go outside and turn right again. Go across the parking lot. Go across the street. You’ll see a gas station. Keep going, and you’ll see a convenience store. In there, you’ll find a Tootsie Roll Pop.” I could tell him the way. The problem is, he would either get lost or run over. So the best thing for me to do would be to put him on my shoulders and start walking out the doors, across the parking lot, to the store. That’s what Jesus does. He doesn’t tell us the way. He is the Way. If you don’t know what to do or where to go, just spend time with the Lord. Stay close to Him, and you’ll end up exactly where you’re supposed to be.

Not only is Jesus the Way for the traveler, but He is also the Deliverer for the prisoner. In Revelation 1:18, we read that He has the keys to death and hell. I used to think this meant that Jesus was the One who would lock us up and put us away. But nothing could be further from the truth. The keys are to set us free, to bring us out, to release us from eternal damnation and destruction. The minute we call out to Him, He’s there to set us free.

Jesus is the great Physician for the sick of body or soul. Yes, He heals—but even more than that, He is life itself. If health were simply a gift He gave, we would, like the nine lepers in Luke 17 or the man by the pool of Bethesda in John 5, take it and go our way. So sometimes, rather than heal us, He says, “You’ll have to draw from Me moment by moment for the strength you need on any given day.”

Finally, Jesus is more than the Calmer of the storm. He is our peace. It’s not something He does or gives. It’s who He is. On the day Moses was told to appear before Pharaoh, he said, “Who shall I say sent me?”

“I AM that I AM,” the Lord answered (Exodus 3:14).

“I am… what?” Moses must have thought.

But, as Moses would discover, the answer was, “I AM whatever you need.”

If you’re on stormy waters or feel as though you’re lost, wandering around, wondering what to do, whatever you have need of today will be found in spending time with your Lord. For you who are hurting, sick of soul, feeling locked up and boxed in, for you who are being tossed to and fro on the sea of uncertainty, know that whatever you or your family’s need might be will be met by clinging to Jesus.

Psalm 107:32–34
 

Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders. He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground; A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.

This again alludes to the laying of the foundation of the temple, seen in Ezra 3. Looking around, the small contingency that returned to Jerusalem could have seen that, after seventy years, the land wasn’t what it once was. The repercussions could be clearly seen. Their city was in ruins. Their farms were overrun. Their rivers had dried up. The place had fallen apart. But as they waited on the Lord, they could see not only the present reality, but, what it would be prophetically…

Psalm 107:35–38
 

He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings. And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation; And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase. He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease.

“Now we’re where we’re supposed to be,” the returned captives could have said. “We’ve left Babylon. We’re in Jerusalem. We’re laying the foundation of the temple. We’re obeying God’s Word.” As a result, blessings would come their way because, although there were hardships yet to face, they knew they were where they were supposed to be.

Psalm 107:39, 40
 

Again, they are minished and brought low through oppression, affliction, and sorrow. He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there is no way.

Those who wouldn’t obey would continue to wander aimlessly. Therefore, the key is to obey what the Lord writes on our hearts, whispers in our ears and reveals through the Scriptures.

Psalm 107:41–43
 

Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him families like a flock. The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth. Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.

Observing God’s perfect dealings both with the proud and with the humble gives joy to the righteous man and understanding to the wise.

Psalm 108
 

A Song or Psalm of David.

Psalm 108 is a compilation of Psalm 57:7–11 and Psalm 60:5–12. Why did the Holy Spirit combine two previous psalms? Couldn’t He think of something new to say? I suggest Peter gives us the answer…

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 2 Peter 1:12


Paul would do the same thing, “As I said before,” he wrote to the Galatians, “so say I now again…” (1:9). “To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe,” Paul wrote to the Philippians (3:1). In other words, it’s important that we are reminded continually of that which we think we know.

Psalm 108:1, 2
 

O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.

Is your heart broken? To fix it, wake up early and praise the Lord! Start your day with the Lord.

Psalm 108:3–6
 

I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth; That thy beloved may be delivered: save with thy right hand, and answer me.

As the foundation of the temple was being laid, the enemies of the Jews would have been watching. Thus, David’s prayer is, “Lord, Your mercy is great. Your truth is undeniable. Be exalted. May You be exalted—and may You deliver us.”

Psalm 108:7, 8
 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;

Like the 42,000 Jews rebuilding the temple and reclaiming Jerusalem, you might feel surrounded or outnumbered. But know this: God is in control. And He who has begun a good work in you will be completely, absolutely, totally faithful to complete it (Philippians 1:6).

Psalm 108:9
 

Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph.

Moab was Judah’s enemy to the east, Edom to the south, Philistia to the west. So too, you might feel surrounded, but God would say to you as He did to Israel, “I’ve got you covered. I’m in control.”

Psalm 108:10, 11
 

Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom? Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hosts?

Edom’s rock city of Petra seemed to be impregnable. For man, it was impossible, but not for God (Mark 10:27).

Psalm 108:12
 

Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.

We have a tendency to think that if we could just talk to him or get counsel from them, we would receive the help we need. But, as David says, it’s only the Lord we truly need.

Psalm 108:13
 

Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

David ends his prayer proclaiming, “Through God we shall—not can, not might—but shall do valiantly.” This is the way to pray. Yes, we can express our fears, our doubts, our questions to our Father. But in the end, we have no other truthful choice but to say, “Lord, I know You’ve heard my heart, that You are my Father, and that You’ll see me through. Therefore, through You, I, too, shall do valiantly.”

Psalm 109
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 109 is one of what are referred to as Imprecatory Psalms because they pray for evil to befall others. Many find them difficult to understand because they seem to be so violent. The curses spoken of trouble many. Some say this psalm reveals nothing more than the humanity of David. I don’t agree, however, because David forbade retaliation even against the man who threw rocks and flung curses directly at him (2 Samuel 16:10).

“Love your enemies,” Jesus said. “Bless them that curse you. Do good to them that hate you. Pray for them who despitefully use you.” Therefore, I have difficulty believing that the man after God’s own heart would be led by the Spirit to pen words so contrary to the heart and teaching of our Lord.

I don’t think the words we see in this psalm are necessarily the words David would speak about his enemies, but rather they are David’s report to the Father concerning what others were saying about him. David’s example is a good one for us. We ought not to hurl curses at our enemies, but cast our care upon our Father, confident that He will do what’s best.

The historical situation most likely reflected in this psalm was Ahithophel’s betrayal (2 Samuel 15). But, prophetically, the psalm would point ultimately to Judas, for Peter would allude to it in this regard (Acts 1:20).

Psalm 109:1–4 (a)
 

Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise; For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken against me with a lying tongue. They compassed me about also with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause. For my love they are my adversaries…

Again, this would seem to refer to the defection of Ahithophel, David’s trusted friend and advisor to the insurrection of Absalom, David’s son.

Psalm 109:4 (b)
 

…but I give myself unto prayer.

David hit the mark perfectly, for

…we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Ephesians 6:12


Anytime I’m wrestling against flesh and blood—whether it’s my kids, neighbors, or co-workers—I’m fighting the wrong battle. Where I ought to be energetic and engaged is not against people but against the demons, principalities, and powers that seduce them.

Psalm 109:5
 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love.

Beginning in verse 6, I suggest David is quoting what his enemies were saying about him.

Psalm 109:6–19
 

Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand. When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin. Let his days be few; and let another take his office. Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow. Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places. Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; and let the strangers spoil his labour. Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless children. Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out. Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth. Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart. As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him. As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones. Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually.

If this was indeed spoken by David’s enemies, they were surely wrong in saying he delighted not in blessing—for David blessed both the Lord and others.

Psalm 109:20–22
 

Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul. But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy name’s sake: because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me. For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.

Poor and needy? This is the same David who would give one hundred twelve tons of gold and two hundred sixty-two tons of refined silver for the building of the temple. He was a wealthy man indeed. But he’s poor in spirit. He knows he’s a sinner. He knows he dropped the ball time and again. He’s aware of his frailty. Unlike the charges that he is arrogant and haughty, he knows his personal poverty.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,” Jesus said, “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:3–5). If you think you’re a sinner beyond hope, I have good news for you: Jesus says you’ll inherit the kingdom, you’ll inherit the earth, and you’ll be comforted simply because you realize you’re a sinner in need of a Savior.

Psalm 109:23–27
 

I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: I am tossed up and down as the locust. My knees are weak through fasting; and my flesh faileth of fatness. I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads. Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy mercy: That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou, LORD, hast done it.

David didn’t want people to know that he was a good guy. He wanted them to know that His God was a great God. And that is the foundation of any and every testimony.

Psalm 109:28–31
 

Let them curse, but bless thou: when they arise, let them be ashamed; but let thy servant rejoice. Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, and let them cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a mantle. I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; yea, I will praise him among the multitude. For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul.

The enemy would condemn you and accuse me. But the Lord is our Defender, saying, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus. Go your way and sin no more. Be free in Jesus’ name.”

Psalm 110
 

A Psalm of David.

It is generally considered to be impolite to eavesdrop. But in our text, the Holy Spirit allows us to eavesdrop on a conversation between the Father and the Son. Because Peter quotes this text in connection with Jesus’ Ascension, we know that after Jesus died on the Cross and rose from the dead, this is what Jesus heard the Father say…

Psalm 110:1 (a)
 

The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand…

Jesus Himself quoted this verse to prove that He was not simply David’s descendant, but his Lord (Matthew 22:44).

Psalm 110:1 (b)
 

…until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

When the captains of the army of Israel defeated the Canaanites, Joshua instructed them to place their feet on the necks of the defeated kings as a sign of complete victory (Joshua 10:24).

Psalm 110:2
 

The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

Who is the rod of Jehovah’s strength? Isaiah gives us the answer…

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. Isaiah 11:1–5


The rod of Jehovah’s strength is, obviously, the Son of David, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 110:3
 

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth.

When the Lord comes back, He’ll meet us in the clouds and take us to heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:17). The world will go through seven years of terrible difficulty, described in Revelation 6 to 19. At the end of the Tribulation, the Lord will establish His rule on the earth. And we will come back and reign with Him for 1,000 years.

Psalm 110:4
 

The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

Melchizedek appears in Genesis 14, seemingly coming out of nowhere, ministering bread and wine to Abraham. His name means “king of righteousness” and his position was that of the king of Salem. Realizing he was in the presence of no ordinary man, Abraham worshiped Melchizedek and paid tithes to him.

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedek. Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. Hebrews 5:8–11


“Sit at My right hand,” the Father says to the Son. “You will be a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek.” The fact that Messiah was spoken of as both a Priest and King confused Old Testament scholars because Levitical priests were not allowed to be involved in the monarchy. To remedy their confusion, many taught that there would be two Messiahs—one a political Messiah and one a priestly, or religious Messiah. But Jesus—born not of the tribe of Levi, but of Judah—would be a High Priest not after the order of Aaron, but of Melchizedek. Therefore, He can be both Priest and King.

Psalm 110:5, 6
 

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries.

When Jesus—the King of kings and our Great High Priest—comes back, He will establish righteousness and put an end to rebellion and evil.

Psalm 110:7
 

He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.

When Jesus comes back to establish His kingdom on earth, as He makes His way to Jerusalem, He will stop and drink of the brooks. He will be refreshed and will lift up His head, knowing what is to come—that men will study war no more, that swords will be beaten into plows, that righteousness will reign at last. Oh, Lord, come quickly.

Psalm 111
 

Psalm 111 is an acrostic psalm. That is, every line begins with a consecutive letter in the Hebrew alphabet, making it easy for the Hebrew reader to memorize. Proclaiming as it does the reason for worship, it would be a worthy lesson, indeed. In verses 2 through 9, we see we are to praise God for the works He has done. In verse 10, we are to praise Him for the wisdom that will come.

Psalm 111:1
 

Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.

In 2 Chronicles 5, we read that, as the congregation came together and worshiped as one man, the glory of the Lord descended in the temple so powerfully that the people couldn’t even stand. Those who weren’t there missed out. No wonder the psalmist was one who worshiped in the congregation.

Psalm 111:2
 

The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.

Aren’t you glad you’re not an atheist? An atheist sees a beautiful sunrise or eats a delicious meal—and who does he thank? We who know the Father can praise Him for the works He has done. The fragrances we smell, the sights we see, the things that come our way benevolently are all reasons to praise God. God is so unfathomably good that there is no excuse not to worship Him.

Psalm 111:3
 

His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever.

I suggest that the singular work the psalmist speaks of alludes to the singular work of which Jesus would speak—that of believing on what He did in our place on the Cross of Calvary (John 6).

Psalm 111:4, 5
 

He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant.

God never forgets the promises He makes.

Psalm 111:6, 7
 

He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of the heathen. The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure.

It was with His own hand that God wrote the Ten Commandments. And all of the works of His hand are equally certain and true.

Psalm 111:8
 

They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.

The commandments He’s given, the work of the Cross, creation that surrounds you and me, it’s all glorious. Everything the Lord has done is awesome. Therefore, we ought to be those who praise Him continually.

Psalm 111:9
 

He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.

What does holiness mean? It doesn’t mean spiritual stuffiness. It simply means to be made whole. The bottom line is that sin erodes and destroys. Sin keeps wiping you out, tearing you down. Holiness restores what you were intended to be. That’s why the Scripture says the man who fears God and walks in His commandments walks in holiness or wholeness. Holiness leads to happiness. Sin always leads to great sadness and deep sorrow.

Psalm 111:10
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.

In addition to praising God for the works He has done, we can praise Him for the wisdom that will come. You see, the fear of the Lord means we are so in love with our Father that we are afraid to do anything that would grieve Him. And it is when we understand this that wisdom truly begins.

When Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, poured costly oil on Jesus, Judas criticized her for being wasteful. Jesus, however commended her for being insightful. “What she has done, she has done for My burial,” He said (see John 12:7). The disciples walked with Jesus, ate with Him, and listened to Him. Yet even though He said repeatedly that He was going to Jerusalem to die, His words didn’t sink in. Mary understood what the disciples didn’t. Why? Because she worshiped Him.

Those who fear the Lord, those who are in awe of Him, those who spend time with Him will have insight and wisdom in a way others won’t. May we be those who worship Him.

Psalm 112
 

Psychologists tell us ours is a culture plagued with phobias. In fact, at last count, there are 183 recognizable phobias that the American Psychiatric Association has diagnosed. But there is one fear that will drive away all other fears. That fear is the fear of the Lord—the subject of Psalm 112…

Psalm 112:1
 

Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his commandments.

The antidote to depression or unhappiness is to praise the Lord, to fear Him, and to joyfully do what He tells us to do.

Psalm 112:2
 

His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed.

If we choose to fear the Lord, to praise Him, and do what He tells us to do, the promise here is that we won’t have to be afraid of how our kids will do. Noah was a righteous man who pounded on the ark day after day. When the writer of Hebrews tells us that by faith Noah built an ark for the saving of his family (11:7), it means he provided rooms on the ark for himself, his wife, and his sons and their wives—twenty years before his first son was born.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” Paul told the Philippian jailer, “and your family will be saved as well as you” (Acts 16:31). Does this mean his kids wouldn’t have to make their own decisions to be saved? No. But it means that his kids would follow him in doing so as he lead the way.

Psalm 112:3
 

Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever.

Because God will supply all of our needs according to His riches, we need not be fearful of finances (Philippians 4:19).

Psalm 112:4–6
 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion. Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

Those who fear the Lord need not fear dark times or dark days.

Psalm 112:7, 8
 

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his enemies.

Those who fear the Lord need not fear the future.

Psalm 112:9, 10
 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour. The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish.

If it wasn’t for our fear of the Lord, we would all be filled with anxiety. We’re blessed because we know the Lord. He sees us through. He protects me and you. There are those who get ticked off at us because the blessing of God is upon us. Truly, the fear of the Lord will chase away all other fears.

Psalm 113
 

Psalm 113 is the first of six consecutive psalms called “halal psalms” or praise psalms because most of them start or end with the Hebrew word, halal, or “praise.” These are songs that were sung at the three major feasts or festivals of the Jews: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

Psalm 113:1, 2
 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD. Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.

If you haven’t been praising the Lord, it’s not too late to start! Do it “from this time forth and for evermore.”

Psalm 113:3
 

From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD’s name is to be praised.

The name of the Lord is praised continually as a new day is always beginning somewhere in the world. Here, in our Father’s “Manufacturer’s Manual,” He says, “Here’s how to be blessed: Be a worshiper. Be thankful. Be one who praises.”

Psalm 113:4–6
 

The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!

So high is the Lord that He has to stoop down even to look into heaven. Imagine, then, how far He has to stoop to get on our level. No wonder Paul says, “Great is the mystery that God was manifested in the flesh—that He became one of us in the Person of Jesus Christ” (see 1 Timothy 3:16).

Psalm 113:7–9
 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people. He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.

Those who praise will be prolific and productive. I think of Hannah, who went her way rejoicing when she was told she would have a child (1 Samuel 1:18). I think of Mary, who embraced the news of a Son in a most marvelous expression of praise (Luke 1).

If you feel barren, now is the time to sing (Isaiah 54:1), to rejoice, to believe.

Psalm 114
 

Psalm 114 is a reflection on the deliverance of God’s people from Egypt and their being ushered in to the Promised Land.

Psalm 114:1, 2
 

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.

Judah means “Praise.” Because the Lord inhabits the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3), the presence of God is particularly perceived in the place of worship. Israel means “Governed by God.” Thus, we see the unbeatable combination of praise and submission into which God freely enters.

Psalm 114:3–7
 

The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob;

Why did the waters part? The Red Sea parted so that God’s people could begin their journey on dry land. Forty years later, the Jordan parted so that they could enter the Promised Land on dry ground. How did the waters part? The same way they united to support Jesus as He walked on them (Matthew 14:26). The Lord made a way for His people through deep waters and leveled the mountainous obstacles that loomed over them. And He’ll do the same for you.

Psalm 114:8
 

Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.

The Hebrew word translated “rock” is tsur, which means “lower rock.” In 1 Corinthians 10:4, Paul identifies the rock as Christ. When Moses struck this rock, water came rushing out—just as when Jesus was smitten, blood and water, agents of salvation and refreshment flowed from His side.

The Hebrew word translated “flint,” however, is sela, which means “high rock.” At Meribah, Moses wasn’t told to strike the rock like he was at Rephidim. He was told simply to speak to the rock because Jesus had only to be smitten once—and now we can speak to Him freely.

I’m so glad I’m saved. We were trapped by sin, but He set us free by sending His Son. And now, He provides water for us day by day as we talk to Him along the way.

Psalm 115
 

Psalm 115 is the third of six halal psalms, so named because they either begin or end with the Hebrew word halal, or praise, that were sung at the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

Tradition suggests this psalm was penned by Judah’s king, Jehoshaphat. Surrounded by the Edomites, Ammonites, and Moabites, Jehoshaphat sought the Lord and was told by the Spirit through a Levite named Jahaziel that the battle wasn’t his to fight but the Lord’s. What happened next is amazing. Rather than sending troops out to battle, Jehoshaphat sent the choir, singing praise to the Lord—which so confused the enemy that they turned their swords upon one another (2 Chronicles 20).

Others say this psalm was written by Moses after the Lord parted the waters of the Red Sea. Still others say it was Ezra who penned this psalm after returning from Babylon, where the Jews had been in captivity for seventy years. While there are commentators who side with each of these suggestions, all three have a common denominator: they all deal with praising God for deliverance. And that is indeed the theme of Psalm 115.

Psalm 115:1
 

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.

Whether it was for victory over the Edomites, Ammonites, and Moabites, the Egyptians, or the Babylonians, God was to have all the glory. That’s the way we ought to pray…

You’re at the company picnic. The softball game is underway. You’re up to bat, with the boss on second base, counting on you to hit him home. “Help me, Lord,” you pray. And then you strike out. Your first inclination is to think that the Lord doesn’t answer prayer—but it could be that the Lord’s will was for you to strike out and go back to the dugout with a smile on your face and a sparkle in your eye because perhaps that would be a more powerful witness than if you had nailed it.

“May You be seen, Lord—whatever that might mean.” That’s what it means to pray in Jesus’ name, for the glory of God.

Psalm 115:2, 3
 

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God? But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.

In Exodus 5:2, Pharaoh said, “Who is the God of Israel that I should obey His voice and let these people go? I know Him not.” Oh, but he would. Cynics still say, “Where is now their God?” The answer is that He’s in heaven and He’ll come through at just the right time in just the right way. He’ll open the Red Sea. He’ll set you free from Babylon. He’ll defeat the Ammonites in due season. He has His own timetable—and it’s perfect.

Psalm 115:4–7
 

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat.

Here we see the sheer stupidity of idolatry.

Psalm 115:8
 

They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.

We become like what we worship. For us, that’s good news because we worship the Lord Jesus, who is altogether lovely. But those who worship idols become like them—hopeless and helpless.

Psalm 115:9–11
 

O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield. O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield. Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

The covenant people were called to trust God in verse 9; the consecrated priesthood in verse 10, and the converted pagans in verse 11. That last group, called God-fearers by the Jews, would be those who, although they weren’t born Jews, saw the reality of the God of Israel and chose to worship Him. “Trust the Lord,” the psalmist says to all three groups—and to us, as well.

Psalm 115:12, 13
 

The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron. He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great.

If you’re in awe of the Lord, if you’re in love with the Lord, you will be blessed.

Psalm 115:14
 

The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your children.

Mom and Dad, rejoice in this promise and receive it today.

Psalm 115:15, 16
 

Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth. The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’s: but the earth hath he given to the children of men.

The heavens are the Lord’s, but He gave the earth to man. That’s why we’re in the mess we’re in. God gave the title deed to Adam. Adam, however, turned it over to Satan when he chose to listen to Satan’s lies in the Garden of Eden. It’s a sad state we’re in presently. But the good news is that help is on the way. The Lord is coming back. He purchased the planet with His own blood—and He’ll take possession of it once again. When He does, earth will be the way it was always meant to be. Oh, happy day that will be!

Psalm 115:17, 18
 

The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence. But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.

This side of eternity is the only time we can praise the Lord by faith. Therefore, this is the time to praise Him. Now is the time to worship Him.

Psalm 116
 

This halal, or praise psalm was written by one who was celebrating the deliverance, the healing of a physical affliction. Many of the Jewish commentators, therefore, attribute it to Hezekiah. In 2 Kings 20, we read that Hezekiah was told to get his house in order because he was about to die. Not wanting to die, Scripture says Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall. He cried continually and prayed passionately. Finally, the Lord said, “OK. I’ll give you fifteen more years.” And Hezekiah recovered from his illness.

Psalm 116:1 (a)
 

I love the LORD, because…

Saying, “I love You, Lord,” is always a good thing to do. But it’s even better to say, “I love You, Lord, because .…” For us, there’s always a “because.” We love Him, John would say, because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). His love for us, on the other hand, is without cause or reason…

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you… Deuteronomy 7:6–8 (a)


In other words, the Lord loves you because He loves you. There’s no reason. “He loved us,” Paul said, “while we were yet sinners” (Romans 5:8). When we had no interest in Him, He died for us. Therefore, we can rest in His love. We can be amazed by it. We can bask in it. If He loved you when you were a rebel, don’t you know He loves you today? The Lord’s love for us is absolutely unconditional.

Psalm 116:1 (b)–5
 

…he hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.

“I love the Lord because He heard my prayer. I called out to Him. And He was right there,” the psalmist declares. God’s grace is God’s unmerited, unearned, undeserved favor. And I remain convinced that our God is looking for people He can bless who don’t give Him a reason to do so, who know deep within their soul that His blessings are not due to who they are but solely to His grace.

Psalm 116:6–11
 

The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me. Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee. For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living. I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted: I said in my haste, All men are liars.

“I believed, therefore have I spoken.” Paul grabs this phrase and quotes it in 2 Corinthians 4:13. We ought to do the same. We ought to speak out that which the Lord tells us. All things are working together for good (Romans 8:28). Truly, God is good (Psalm 73:1). If I draw near to Him, He will draw near to me (James 4:8).

So often, we frame our worlds with negative words and thoughts. “All men are liars,” the psalmist declared in haste. We, too, can have a tendency to lash out. But the wisest thing we can do during those times is simply to keep quiet—until we can affirm again that which we truly believe.

Psalm 116:12
 

What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?

Even though I have a tendency to spout off and lash out, the Lord still shows grace. What can I do to thank Him? The psalmist lists three ways…

Psalm 116:13
 

I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.

“Do this in remembrance of Me,” Jesus said (Luke 22:19). Jesus wants you to dine with Him, to spend time at His Table in order that you might remember and reflect upon the fact that you are forgiven and free. Others might condemn you or point their finger at you, but Jesus wants you to know you are clean in His sight.

Psalm 116:14
 

I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.

Not only are we to dine with the Lord at His Table, but we’re to keep our promises. This is for our benefit—for it will make us people of integrity. “I will pay my vows,” the psalmist declares—“not someday, but now.”

Psalm 116:15
 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

If indeed this psalm was penned by Hezekiah, he had every reason to conclude that death wasn’t such a bad thing, after all—for in the additional fifteen years given to him, he fathered a son named Manasseh, who would be the worst king in the history of Judah. If that wasn’t bad enough, when the Babylonians sent emissaries to congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery, he gave them a tour of the riches of Jerusalem—which led ultimately to the Babylonian invasion.

Death might not be precious in the sight of family members who miss those who are in heaven. Death might not be precious in the sight of doctors who see it as a failure of their ability to sustain life. But the death of His saints is precious in the Lord’s eyes because He knows the best place for us to be is with Him. Could it be this is why Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus? Eyes have not seen and ears have not heard the wonderful things God has prepared for those that love Him we are told (1 Corinthians 2:9). Jesus knew He would bring Lazarus back to life. Mary and Martha would be excited about it. The friends of Lazarus would be grateful. But perhaps Jesus wept for Lazarus, knowing he would have to leave the wonders of heaven.

Psalm 116:16
 

O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.

Here, it’s as if we see a change of heart in the psalmist as he says, “Lord, I’m not going to tell You what to do anymore. I just want to be Your servant. Oh, I’ll still talk things over with You. I’ll still lay my problems before You. But I’m not going to give orders to You.”

Psalm 116:17–19
 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD. I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people, In the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.

We can spend time at the Lord’s Table. We can keep our promises. And, third, we can offer Him the sacrifice of thanksgiving in return for all His benefits toward us (verse 12).

Psalm 117
 

Even though Psalm 117 is the shortest hymn in the Hebrew hymnal of Psalms—consisting of only seventeen words in the Hebrew language—it is a mighty midget because Paul reaches for this psalm to include in Romans 15 as proof that God desires to see not only Jews but Gentiles brought into His family.

Psalm 117:1
 

O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.

The Jewish nation was to be a light unto the Gentiles (Isaiah 49:6). They were to show the way to walk with the Lord that the Gentiles might see and be drawn to God like moths to a flame. But the people of Israel lost this perspective and, instead, began to look down on the Gentiles.

Are we sometimes guilty of making the same mistake—of only wanting to spend time with other believers? The Lord would have us inviting, reaching out, encouraging others to join with us because the person or church who doesn’t evangelize will fossilize. As you know if you’ve shared the Lord with others, when you see someone respond to the gospel, there’s nothing like it. The joy is truly overwhelming.

Psalm 117:2
 

For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.

The Hebrew word translated “merciful kindness” is equivalent to the New Testament word, “grace.” Consequently, in this verse, we see grace and truth—an unbeatable combination indeed. John says that the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus (1:17). Jesus speaks the truth. He lets us know what’s good and bad, what’s true and false. But He also speaks grace, giving us provision for failure and forgiveness of sin.

Every other religion consists of man reaching up, trying to make contact with God. Only Christianity is God reaching down graciously to man.

“Before the cock crows, you’ll deny Me three times,” Jesus said to Peter (Matthew 26:34). That’s truth. But He also gave Peter three opportunities to declare his love (John 21:15–17). That’s grace.

Psalm 118
 

According to rabbinical tradition, Psalm 118 was the hymn Jesus and the disciples sang following the Last Supper (Matthew 26:30). Seen in this light, this psalm is rich in prophecy…

Psalm 118:1–5
 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever. Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever. I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place.

Gethsemane, or, literally, “olive press,” where grapes were crushed, was the place Jesus went to pray. Luke tells us that, on the night before His crucifixion, He prayed with such intensity that the capillaries in His forehead burst and He sweat blood (Luke 22:44). It wasn’t the physical suffering of the Cross that caused Jesus such distress. It was the fact that, for the first and only time in eternity, the Son would be separated from the Father as He who knew no sin was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

This shames me because I must ask myself if being out of fellowship with the Father is that which terrifies me above all else.

“Father, if it be possible, take this cup from Me,” Jesus prayed. “Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done” (Matthew 26:39). And it was at that point—as He submitted Himself to the Father’s will—that He didn’t feel trapped, but rather in a “large place.”

Psalm 118:6
 

The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?

It certainly wasn’t the swords of the Roman soldiers that apprehended Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. It was the will of His Father.

Psalm 118:7
 

The LORD taketh my part with them that help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.

The words “my desire” are in italics, meaning that they aren’t part of the original manuscript. Thus, a better translation of the second phrase is, “therefore shall I see—or literally, look down—upon them that hate Me.”

“Who are you seeking?” Jesus asked the soldiers who had come to arrest Him.

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

“Ego eimi” or, “I AM,” Jesus answered—and as they all hit the ground (John 18:6), Jesus would have stood there, looking down on them.

Psalm 118:8, 9
 

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.

Jesus would have no confidence in Pilate. Pilate, would, in fact, cave in to the political pressure around him.

Psalm 118:10–12 (a)
 

All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them. They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. They compassed me about like bees…

Now we are at Golgotha, with all nations—the Romans, the Jews, the Passover pilgrims from every nation—surrounding Jesus.

Psalm 118:12 (b)
 

…they are quenched as the fire of thorns…

I can’t help but think of the thorns in Jesus’ brow and the fact that the fire of man’s hostility would be quenched by His blood.

Psalm 118:12 (c)
 

…for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

The Hebrew word translated “destroy” is muwl. This is the only time this word is translated “destroy.” Every other time, it is translated “circumcise.” Therefore, I believe the Lord isn’t saying, “I’m going to destroy those who are surrounding Me.” I believe He’s saying, “I’m going to circumcise the souls of those surrounding Me.”

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”

That’s the heart of our Lord on the Cross.

Psalm 118:13 (a)
 

Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall…

I see the Roman soldier thrusting the sword in Jesus’ side to make sure He was dead. Out of His side came blood and water, indicating that the physiological death was a burst heart.

Psalm 118:13 (b)
 

…but the LORD helped me.

“But the Lord helped me.” And with this cry, we see Jesus in glory…

Psalm 118:14–17
 

The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. The right hand of the LORD is exalted: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.

I hear the cry of our victorious Lord and Savior, who rose from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven. The Lord liveth to make intercession for the saints we are told (Hebrews 7:25). If any man sin, know this, John would say, we have an advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1). Jesus is at the Father’s right hand, declaring the work that was done when He died in our place.

Psalm 118:18
 

The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.

Isaiah 53:5 says the chastisement of our peace was upon Him. He was wounded for us.

Psalm 118:19, 20
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.

Ezekiel 44 speaks of this gate that is now sealed, the East gate in Jerusalem. When Jesus comes back, He’ll land on the Mount of Olives, which will split in half, and make His way into the city of Jerusalem through the East gate.

Psalm 118:21, 22
 

I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

Jesus quotes this passage in Matthew 21:42 as a reference to Himself. Tradition says that when the temple was being constructed in Solomon’s day with massive stones that were quarried away from the temple mount, a stone was initially thrown into the Kidron Valley below. At the end of the project, the capstone, or cornerstone, was missing—until someone remembered the stone that had been thrown away.

Psalm 118:23–25
 

This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.

“Hosanna, Hosanna,” or, literally, “Save now. Save now.” This was the cry of the people as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey (Matthew 21:9). However, Jesus knew their cry would soon become, “We will not have this Man rule over us. We have no king but Caesar. Away with Him.” In His First Coming, Jesus came as the slaughtered Lamb. But in His Second Coming, He’ll come as a roaring Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Psalm 118:26
 

Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.

“You will see Me no more until you say, ‘Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord,’ ” Jesus said (Matthew 23:39). And here, the psalmist prefigures that.

Psalm 118:27
 

God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.

In the millennial temple, sacrifices will be offered—not for mediation, but for illustration that those born during the Millennium will understand the high price that was paid for sin (Ezekiel 40, 41).

Psalm 118:28, 29
 

Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

At this point in Psalm 118, the millennial kingdom is set up on earth, followed by a new heaven and a new earth, and the psalmist praising God for His everlasting goodness and mercy.

Psalm 119
 

Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. Nineteenth-century English literary critic and economist John Ruskin was required by his mother to memorize one of the psalms every week. When he came to Psalm 119, he said he resented having to memorize it because it seemed to say the same thing over and over again. That is, that the Word of God is great. But when he got older, he said it was not dreadful but dynamic to learn this psalm because it stirred his mind and called him daily to study the Word.

Following are some of my favorite verses in this glorious psalm that deals with the grandeur of God’s Word…

Psalm 119:1, 2
 

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

The word, “blessed,” means “happy.” If you want to be happy, walk in the Word of God. It will really be a delight to you. Unlike the television shows or movies you watch that often leave you so empty, time spent in the Word of God will bring sustained satisfaction to your soul.

Psalm 119:7
 

I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.

Perhaps you feel somewhat retarded or limited in your ability to praise. I encourage you to do what the psalmist does here. That is, learn the language of praise by repeating the phrases in the psalms. If you do this, the Book of Psalms will become a wonderful part of your devotional life. Practice the language of praise—and, eventually, as you pray these things, you’ll become fluent in the vocabulary of worship.

Psalm 119:9–11
 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

How do I get rid of these youthful sins, these tendencies of my flesh? The psalmist says it is done by paying close attention to the Word. Let the Word of God, which is likened to water (Ephesians 5:26), flood your soul and cleanse you constantly.

I challenge you to consider memorizing at least a couple of verses a week. It’s sad to me that we are living in a time when people no longer make this a part of their spiritual practice because it’s a wonderful thing to do. Write verses that particularly speak to you on 3x5-inch cards, pack them around with you—and before you know it, you’ll have a heart full of the Word and a life that reflects it.

Psalm 119:15
 

I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.

Sometimes, we hear people say, “I just don’t know what the Lord is doing”—as if He owes them an explanation. I’m afraid we have a tendency to cast aspersions upon the Lord, to not respect and fear and reverence Him the way we should. I have found that a lack of reverence and respect is due to a lack of consistent time spend in the Word.

Psalm 119:24
 

Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors.

People will often spare no expense for a half hour of counseling—but yet the greatest counsel we can ever receive is found in the pages of Scripture. There is no better counsel than the Spirit of God speaking through the Word of God.

Psalm 119:27
 

Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.

“Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). In other words, what comes out of your mouth is indicative of what is going on in your heart. Do you ever feel like your words are froth, that your speech is trite? The psalmist says if we understand God’s precepts and spend time in His Word, we will inevitably talk of His work—a substantial topic, indeed.

Psalm 119:42
 

So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word.

A young man is said to have asked C. H. Spurgeon, the prince of preachers, how to defend the Bible.

Spurgeon said, “Son, how do you defend a lion? You just let it out of its cage and it will defend itself.” If you memorize Scripture this week, I guarantee that within the week, the Lord will give you opportunity to use it with someone. Someone will have a question for you, and you’ll have just the verse to share.

Psalm 119:45
 

And I will walk at liberty: for I seek thy precepts.

True freedom is found in walking on the path of the Word.

Psalm 119:48
 

My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes.

“As I meditate on the Word, I find my hands are raised in surrender, in submission, in adoration.”

Psalm 119:54
 

Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.

Has the Word ever become so real to you that you found yourself singing spiritual songs?

Psalm 119:71
 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.

When do we learn the Word? So often it’s when we’re going through tribulation or affliction. When things are going well, we have a tendency to cruise. It’s when things are coming down that we make time to open up the Book.

Psalm 119:74
 

They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have hoped in thy word.

“Those who love the Lord will be glad when they see me coming,” the psalmist says. How I love to be around people who can discuss the things of the Word.

Psalm 119:98
 

Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.

Continually studying the Word made the psalmist wiser than his enemies. An example of this was seen recently when a policeman in Haifa, a port city in Israel, was chasing smugglers who were using a cart pulled by a couple of donkeys. When they saw the policeman in pursuit, they realized they didn’t have a chance, so they jumped off the cart and escaped. Very devout in his study of Scripture, the policeman devised a plan. He didn’t feed the donkeys for three days, then let them go because, from Isaiah 1:3, which says the ass knows his master’s crib, he knew that the donkeys would lead him to the home of their master—which they did.

Psalm 119:104
 

Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

Oftentimes, bank tellers are taught how to spot counterfeit bills by handling so many real bills that when a fake is slipped in, the teller can see and feel the difference. So too, I have found the best thing I can do with regard to cults is to know the Word so that when something is said that is contrary to Scripture, it won’t sound right.

Psalm 119:130
 

The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.

The Word wasn’t written esoterically so that a person had to be a intellectual giant or mystical guru to understand it. “But I don’t understand a lot of what is in the Word,” you say. Neither do I. In fact, the more I learn, the more I realize how much more I have to learn. Don’t worry about what you don’t understand. Just act on what you do understand.

Psalm 119:136
 

Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.

In 2 Timothy 3, Paul speaks of those who have ignored the commandments of God and in so doing have opposed themselves. The more I read the Word, the more compassion I feel for those who don’t know the Word because they’re missing out on so much wisdom and guidance, so much insight and comfort.

Psalm 119:153

 

Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy law.

“Abide in Me,” Jesus said, “for if you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). One of the secrets of prayer is to pray the Scriptures. James says we have not because we ask not. And we ask and receive not because we ask amiss (4:2, 3). Many of our prayers are never answered because we don’t pray in accordance with Scripture. If you want an effective prayer life, pray the Word.

Psalm 119:176
 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not forget thy commandments.

“Lord, I feel far from You,” the psalmist prays. “Seek me and draw me for I have not forgotten the precepts, the commandments, the promises You have given me.”

I encourage you to go through Psalm 119 in its entirety and let it motivate you to spend time in God’s matchless Word.

Psalm 120
 

A Song of degrees.

Psalms 120 through 134 comprise what is known as the Songs of Ascent or the Songs of Degrees. They are wonderful psalms because they were the songs that were sung when the Jewish people made their pilgrimage three times a year to Jerusalem to worship the Lord and fellowship with Him during the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. Josephus tells us that nearly two million people would crowd into that relatively small city for a week to fellowship together and enjoy the Lord in a rich, dynamic way.

As they journeyed toward Jerusalem during these three feasts or festivals, they would sing, or chant these psalms on the way. As they began their trek toward Jerusalem, Psalm 120, a song of “good riddance” would have been a fitting song to sing…

Psalm 120:1–4
 

In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me. Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue? Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.

The pilgrims felt as though they had been attacked, put down, and lied about in their home regions.

Psalm 120:5
 

Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!

Mesech and Kedar were antagonistic areas populated with those who were especially hostile to the Jews.

Psalm 120:6, 7
 

My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.

“I’m glad to be leaving those regions that are attacking me and instead headed to Jerusalem where I can seek refuge and enjoy fellowship,” the psalmist says. And don’t you feel just like that sometimes when you’re on your way to church, knowing that you get to spend time in God’s presence with His family?

Psalm 121
 

A Song of degrees.

Psalm 121:1
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.

The psalmist was not drawing inspiration from the mountains, but rather from the location of Jerusalem in the midst of the mountains. Making his way to Jerusalem, the psalmist says, “I can see the hills. I’m getting close.”

Beginning with The Little Engine That Could, from our earliest days we have been taught that if we try hard enough, that if we think we can, we can. But the problem is, sometimes the battles before us are just too great. Sometimes the obstacles that loom over us are just too large…

Facing our crosstown rival, Leigh High School, my football coach moved me from my usual position on the line to outside linebacker. Leigh had the best runner in the state that year. Mike Franz was tough, indeed. So the coach put me and another guy at outside linebacker to try and stop the sweep, Mike’s favorite play. All week long, I psyched myself up. I watched the films. I worked out. I told myself that I was unbeatable and unstoppable. Then came the day of the game. The first play Leigh called was a sweep to my side, with Mike Franz carrying the ball. I saw him coming my way. Our linemen had fought off Mike’s interference so it was just me and him, one on one. I had a clear shot at him. I stuck my helmet right into his gut. I speared him just like I was taught.


Alright! I thought. I got him!—until I found myself flat on my back with his cleats running over me as he went on for twenty-five yards.

After I got off the ground, the next play Leigh called was exactly the same sweep. Again, I made contact with Mike. Again, he ran right over my body. The third play Leigh called was a sweep to my side once again. I wrapped my arms around Mike’s legs—and he busted on through for twenty-five yards. In three plays, Mike gained about seventy yards—all over me. Following the third play, I can still hear the cheerleaders yelling, “You can do it. You can do it. You can, you can.”

I clearly remember getting up, looking at them, and thinking, “You can do it.”

Try as I might, I just couldn’t tackle the problem I was facing. So too, sometimes no matter how much we psyche ourselves up, we encounter problems that are just too great for us. So then what do we do? All too often, we look to someone else to give us help. But, although people are sometimes willing to help, they’re not capable…

I remember doing a set of squats as a junior at Biola College. Squats are done by doing deep knee bends with a barbell on our shoulders. Because I was attempting to set a personal record, two of my friends were there as spotters, available to help if I couldn’t make the lift. I went down and knew I was in trouble when I heard a “pop” in my lower back. I called out, but these friends of mine were fooling around and didn’t see what was happening until it was too late. I went crashing to the floor, writhing in pain. Although my friends were available, they were very incapable!

The psalmist had a better idea. He knew the key wasn’t to look in to himself or out to his friends, but to look up to the Lord…

Psalm 121:2 (a)
 

My help cometh from the LORD…

Jerusalem was located in the hills on a rocky plateau 2,500 feet above sea level. Thus, what the psalmist and the pilgrims were saying was, “We’re lifting our eyes as we head to Jerusalem because our help is found in coming to the temple, into the presence of God. Our help is found in meeting with the Lord, in pouring out our hearts before Him.”

Before Jesus fed a hungry multitude with a little boy’s lunch, Matthew says He lifted His eyes toward heaven and gave thanks (14:19). The night before He was crucified John tells us He lifted His eyes to the Father and prayed (17:1). Jesus looked up to His Father and received the very help He needed.

Psalm 121:2 (b)
 

…which made heaven and earth.

Sometimes my problems seem really big. But that’s because my perspective is all wrong. I’m so close to the problem that it blocks my perspective—just as I can block out the sun with my thumb. Remembering that the God to whom I pray is the One who made heaven and earth makes my problems shrink to a workable size in light of His power.

How great is God’s power? Look at the heavens. The most powerful telescopes we have are said to spot sextillion stars. How big is sextillion? It is a one with twenty-one zeros after it. That’s a lot of stars, gang. And yet Psalm 147:4 tells us that not only did the Lord put each of those stars in place but that He calls each of them by name. Einstein’s theory of an expanding universe has been verified by experiments conducted in outer space. This means that our understanding of God’s power increases, as well.

How great is God’s power? Look at the earth, specifically at the bumblebee. Scientists tell us that it is theoretically impossible for a bumblebee to fly because his wings are too short and his body is too heavy. How he flies is a mystery to scientists, yet Deuteronomy 29:29 tells us the secret things belong to the Lord. To create and keep in operation the intricacies of our own planet speaks of a power of ingenuity and creativity beyond anything we can even begin to fathom.

Few of us doubt the ability of God to solve our problems. But many of us struggle with His willingness to do so. But listen to what He says: “Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Be not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee. I will help thee. Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). That’s a promise not for those who are good enough, but for all of us.

Psalm 121:3 (a)
 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved…

This would have been a tremendous comfort to the pilgrims winding their way up the mountains to Jerusalem. And the same thing applies to us on our spiritual journey.

Psalm 121:3 (b)
 

…he that keepeth thee will not slumber.

As the pilgrims made their way to Jerusalem, it would be comforting to know that they would be kept safe on their journey. Our God never slumbers. He never dozes off. He never forgets about your situation.

On Mount Carmel, four hundred prophets of Baal were trying to call down fire from their god. For hours, they beat their bodies, slashed themselves with knives, screamed, and danced. Finally, Elijah suggested that maybe Baal was asleep (1 Kings 18:27). Sometimes we can fall into the same error of Baal’s prophets, thinking we have to expend incredible amounts of energy to get God’s attention. Such is not the case. David tells us that the Lord’s thoughts toward us are more numerous than the sand on the seashore (Psalm 139:17, 18). He’s always thinking about you. Your situation is always before Him. What a comfort that is to those who embrace it by faith.

Psalm 121:4
 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

Israel is not only the name of a nation, but also of an individual, more commonly known as Jacob. Jacob was a tricky guy. He tricked his brother out of his birthright and tricked his father into giving him his brother’s blessing. You might find it easy to believe that God will keep those whose hearts are after Him. But, when you look within, you see a heart of treachery and trickery. Take hope, dear saint, because God kept Jacob—and He’ll keep you.

Psalm 121:5 (a)
 

The LORD is thy keeper…

“Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you blameless and faultless on that day,” Jude writes (24). I’m so glad I don’t have to keep myself. I’m so thankful I don’t have to struggle and strive to make it in my Christian experience. I’m so relieved that the Lord is the One who promises to keep me.

The story is told of a man who wanted to cross a frozen lake. He got on his knees by the edge and tapped on the ice to make sure it was solid. Then he carefully scooted out on his hands and knees and tapped some more. When he found it was still solid, scooted still farther. Every few feet, he would tap the ice to make sure it was strong enough to hold him. The hours went by. His face turned blue. His knuckles turned red. He was almost to the other side when he heard a rumble behind him. As he looked back, he saw twelve Clydesdale horses pulling a heavy wagon. They made it across the lake in a few minutes, leaving the man to think how foolish he had been.

We’re like that man. We wonder if we’re going to make it in our Christian experience. “Tap, tap, tap, I wonder if the Lord’s going to keep me,” we say. “Tap, tap, tap, I wonder if He’s going to continue to work in my life.” Doubt fills our minds. Discouragement fills our hearts because we don’t realize that we’re on solid ground. The Lord has promised that He will never leave us, that He will never forsake us, that we are in His hand and that no man can pluck us out. What a difference it makes when the truth sinks into our hearts that we can rest in God’s keeping power.

Psalm 121:5 (b)
 

…the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.

Newer translations render the word “shade” as “shield.” In battle, soldiers would be exposed on their right side because they wielded the sword with their right hand. Here, the psalmist is saying that the Lord is the shield in the area that is vulnerable to attack.

You know the areas of strength and weakness in your own life. Here, the Lord says He will shield, protect, and cover me in the areas where I am most vulnerable.

Psalm 121:6 (a)
 

The sun shall not smite thee by day…

These pilgrims would be walking through very dry areas. Do you ever feel like you’re in a fiery trial, like you’re going to burn out, like you’re not going to make it? Claim this promise as your own.

Psalm 121:6 (b)
 

…nor the moon by night.

In Bible days, it was believed that if the moon shone on a person, he could lose his mind. We get the word “lunatic” from that idea. If you feel like you’re losing your grip, take heart. The Lord has promised that He will keep you, protect you, shield you.

Psalm 121:7, 8
 

The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

“The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in…” To the pilgrims making their way to Jerusalem, this would be a comfort, knowing God would be with them both on their way there and on their way home. And we can be assured of the same thing. You see, when we’re coming in to the presence of the Lord, we feel safe and secure. We feel like we’re in the place of blessing as we come into His presence. But what about those times when we feel like we’re “going out”—when we know our walk is not what it should be, when our relationship with Him is not as strong as it once was? Surely, He must not be with me now, we think. But this verse tells us God will preserve us no matter where we are, that He will, one way or another, preserve our soul and draw us back to Him.

Psalm 122
 

A Song of degrees of David.

Psalm 122:1
 

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.

David was as eager to worship in the house of the Lord as the pilgrims making their way to Jerusalem. David was a man who truly enjoyed being in God’s presence with God’s people.

Psalm 122:2–4
 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD.

Jerusalem was a small city, yet the people were happy to meet there to give thanks to the Lord. In Psalm 116:17, we read of a sacrifice of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving can indeed be sacrificial. There are times I would rather grumble and feel sorry for myself. But I have found that if, instead of having a pity party, I respond to the exhortation from a brother beside me or the Spirit inside me, saying, “Come, let us go into the house of the Lord,” the Lord accepts my thanksgiving as a sacrifice to Him—and I am invariably blessed in the process.

Psalm 122:5
 

For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.

Jerusalem was the place counsel was given, the place where wisdom was disbursed.

Psalm 122:6
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

“Those who love you shall be blessed and those who curse you will be cursed,” God said to Abraham (Genesis 12:3). This doesn’t mean all that Israel does as a state or as a government is right. It’s not. But we need to realize that Israel as a nation has a special place in God’s economy. Our own country has historically had a heart for Israel and stood in alliance with Israel—and I believe that is one of two fundamental reasons God has blessed us. The second reason is that we are a missionary nation. Since our founding, we have sent an untold amount of money and people to the mission field. God hasn’t blessed us because of our constitution or our capitalistic system. No, I believe we have been blessed by God’s grace because we have been a country who has sought to evangelize the world and to stand by Israel.

Psalm 122:7–9
 

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy good.

Why did David seek the good of Jerusalem? Because Jerusalem was the place God chose to work in a unique way. So too, why do I need to bless the church of Jesus Christ? Because that’s the place God has chosen to work. If I find fault with other churches or other Christians, I myself am in error because I am finding fault with the very place God has chosen to bless.

Psalm 123
 

A Song of degrees.

Psalm 123:1
 

Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens.

“I will lift up my eyes and fix them upon the Lord,” the psalmist declares. The Jews traveling to Jerusalem would say the same thing. The reason for their pilgrimage was to refocus their eyes on the Lord. Here is a real secret for me: I have found that if I look inward, I’ll be depressed. If I look outward, I’ll be distressed. But if I look up and fix my eyes on the Lord, I’ll be strengthened.

Psalm 123:2
 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

The reference here is to a master who would give his servants subtle, almost imperceptible hand motions so as not to interrupt a dinner or conversation. I believe part of the reason God doesn’t speak audibly is that if He did, people would say, “Wow! God spoke audibly to him. He must be a giant man of faith.” In other words, the focus would shift to the servant. So our Master moves in quiet ways in order that people focus on Him. It’s the servant’s job, therefore, to be constantly looking at the hand of the master. If a servant was looking around to see what everyone else was doing, He would miss all the signs and wonder why he wasn’t used.

We must keep our eyes only on our Master. If we put them on people, we’ll miss what He says to us. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, gang. Start your day looking to Him and go through your day with your eyes focused on Him.

Psalm 123:3, 4
 

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt. Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud.

David’s prayer was that he would be able to keep his eyes on the Lord instead of looking at the enemies that surrounded him. So too, the pilgrims making their way to Jerusalem would be relieved not to have to see the faces of their enemies during their time of fellowship and thanksgiving. And, as we come together as a body, we can experience the same thing.

Psalm 124
 

A Song of degrees of David.

Psalm 124:1–5
 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say; If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us: Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul: Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.

I think every one of us could write this psalm because, truly, if it hadn’t been for the Lord, we, too, would have been overwhelmed. If it hadn’t been for the Lord, we, too, would have been washed up. If the Lord had not been on our side, we, too, would have been wiped out. Can’t every one of us say this? If it wasn’t for the mercy, goodness, and kindness of God, we would be curtains, toast, finished. That’s why a psalm like this is so important. It causes us to remember how God rescued us in the past and how He delivered us when things looked hopeless. And in this way, the past becomes a prophecy for the future.

In 2 Corinthians 1:10, concerning the Lord, Paul says, “He did deliver me. He doth deliver me. And He will yet deliver me.” The same is true for us. Because God saw us through in the past, we can be confident He will see us through all the way to the end.

Psalm 124:6–8
 

Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped. Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

A fowler is one who captures birds and locks them in cages either to sell them on the market or roast them in the fire. Satan is a fowler who would love to capture us, put us in bondage, and ultimately fry us in the fire of hell. But we have escaped his snare—not by our own righteousness, integrity, religious efforts, or energy. We’ve been covered by the blood of Jesus Christ. And that has allowed us to slip from the cage of the fowler into the glorious liberty of the Father.

Psalm 125
 

A Song of degrees.

Continuing the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the pilgrims would have been nearing their destination…

Psalm 125:1–5
 

They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. Do good, O LORD, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts. As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace shall be upon Israel.

In sight of Jerusalem, the travelers would see the mountains surrounding Jerusalem—Mount Zion, upon which Jerusalem is built. Mount Skopos in the distance, Mount Golgotha and the Mount of Olives close by.

Those who trust in the Lord will be as strong and as stable as a mountain. That’s why I need to have devotions tomorrow morning—not to impress my Lord or to earn righteousness, for that’s already secured by the work of the Cross—but to become stable, because if I don’t spend time with the Lord, I can get shaken up real easy.

I’m convinced we become slack in our devotional life because, usually, we don’t have feelings when we have devotions. That is, we don’t feel God’s presence. We don’t feel a “tingle.” But, gang, how we feel is not the issue…

When a horse is shod, nails are driven through a horseshoe into his hoof. The horse doesn’t feel a thing. But when he goes out on the trail, if he encounters broken glass or sharp rocks, he won’t feel their effect because the shoe has been placed on his hoof. That’s what the devotional life does. I might not feel one thing when I’m reading the Word. I might not feel one thing when I’m praying and worshiping. But once I get on the road of life that day, inevitably I encounter broken glass, rocks, and nails—and I feel the difference then if the “hooves” of my heart aren’t shod. I get uptight. I get tense. I say the wrong thing. Inevitably, I pay the price if I don’t take the time with the Lord in the morning. So, next time you have devotions and don’t feel anything, remember the horse—and let the Lord prepare you for what only He knows lies ahead.

Psalm 126
 

A Song of Degrees.

Psalm 126:1–3
 

When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them. The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.

After being held captive in Babylon, being able to travel to Jerusalem to worship God must have indeed seemed to the Jews like a dream too good to be true. So too, we who were captives of Satan and sin are also free to worship and be the people God intended us to be—“whereof we, too, are glad.”

Psalm 126:4–6
 

Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus likens the Word of God to seed (Matthew 13). As we teach Sunday school, witness at work, or talk to our neighbors, we bear the precious seed of the Word. Why, then, is weeping involved? We don’t weep out of sadness, but out of humility—amazed that God would be so good to us. We share the Lord with people not on the basis of how together or capable we are, but solely on the basis of how good God is. And when we do, we come back rejoicing, amazed that God would use us. We’re not great, but the seed we bear is powerful and potent, indeed.

The minister graduated magna cum laude from a top-ranked seminary. In his first pastorate on his first Sunday, he proudly stood behind the pulpit with all the confidence that comes from education and preparation. But, suddenly, when he opened his mouth to preach, his mind went completely, totally blank. Terror filled his heart. Sweat broke out on his brow. He stuffed his notes in his Bible and left, with his head in his hands. A precious old saint turned to her friend and said, “If he had come in like he went out, he would have gone out like he came in.”

So too, if we come in proud, confident, and puffed up, thinking we’re God’s gift to the rest of the world, we’ll leave weeping. But if we come in weeping, broken, and humble, we’ll go out rejoicing.

Psalm 127
 

A Song of degrees for Solomon.

Here is another psalm of ascent, chanted or sung by the people as they traveled to Jerusalem three times a year to celebrate Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles—three festivals in which the Lord was honored and the people were refreshed.

On their way to Jerusalem, the Jews frequently traveled as families. In Psalms 127 and 128, we see a family portrait presented. In Psalm 127, verses 1 and 2 deal with the foundation of the family; verses 3 through 5 with the expansion of the family. In Psalm 128, verses 1 through 3 deal with child-launching in the family; verses 4 through 6 with the grown family.

Psalm 127:1, 2
 

Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.

With fifty percent of all first marriages failing, the family is under attack and Christians are not immune. Even if you’re walking close to the Lord, you’ll experience attack and assault upon your marriage. Why? Because Satan knows that marriage is a picture of the love relationship between Jesus and His church. Therefore, if he can mar that picture, he will accomplish a great objective in his attempt to skew the picture people have of the Lord.

What’s the solution? The Lord must build the family. Anything else is in vain. You can get up early, you can stay up late, you can eat the bread of sorrow—wondering if your kids are going to turn out okay. But it’s all in vain. Jesus reduced it to such incredible simplicity when He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and ultimately, all these other things will be added to you” (see Matthew 6:33). The best investment you can make as a couple or as a family is to spend time on your knees, together seeking the Lord. How easy it is for us to want to go to seminars and read books about how to have a healthy marriage—but we won’t do the foundational thing, which is to seek the Lord together. It’s a waste of time to cultivate communication skills if you’re not seeking God together. It is pointless to establish a relationship built on fun, vacation, or recreation if you’re not seeking the Lord together.

Psalm 127:3
 

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.

Children are not hindrances. They’re a heritage. Author Charlie Shedd said that when he was in his twenties, he wrote a book, entitled, How to Raise Your Children. When he was in thirties and had a child, he wrote a book entitled, Some Suggestions for Parents. Later on, when his second child came, he wrote Feeble Hints to Fellow Strugglers. And by the time his third child was growing up, his final pamphlet was entitled, Anybody Here Got a Few Words of Wisdom?

Years ago, I thought the Lord would entrust me with kids that I might train and develop them. I have found that the Lord gave me kids that they might train and develop me. Having kids obliterates selfishness. You can no longer do what you want how you want when you want. There’s a whole world of other considerations. But you know what’s wonderful? It kills you. “The man who lives for his own life will lose it,” Jesus said. “But the man who loses his life for My sake shall find it” (Matthew 10:39). Kids are one of the ways the Lord gives us to lose ourselves, to no longer live for our own ease, pleasures, and pursuits. They’re a rich heritage because they grow us up.

Psalm 127:4
 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.

Notice that the psalmist doesn’t say kids are like clubs or rocks. A club doesn’t take a whole lot of skill to use, and anyone can throw a rock. But if you’ve tried your hand at archery, you know it’s difficult. It is not easy to be accurate with an arrow. In fact, it’s not even easy to string it up and get it to fly straight. Besides that, there are all kinds of different arrows for different game, targets, and distances. So too, each child is different. To raise them correctly, each child takes skill beyond our own ability. They drive us to our knees constantly.

Psalm 127:5
 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

Every couple has a specific-sized quiver. No one can tell you how big your own quiver is. For some, it’s one or two. For others, four or five. But the Holy Spirit will show you as you seek Him out how many arrows are supposed to be in your quiver.

In Bible days, if you had a bunch of kids, when the enemies came to the gate, you would send your grown kids out and the enemies would flee. The same thing is true, spiritually. When the enemy seeks to attack or derail me, I can’t tell you the blessing my kids are to me personally.

Psalm 128
 

A Song of degrees.

Psalm 128:1
 

Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways.

Notice the psalmist doesn’t say, “Blessed is everyone who has kids.” He says, “Blessed is every one who fears the Lord and walks in His ways.” Kids will not automatically bring happiness. But if you walk with the Lord, your kids will follow, and you’ll be blessed.

Psalm 128:2, 3
 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table.

If you plant an olive tree and let it run its natural course, a circle of olive plants twelve to fifteen feet from the base of the tree will spring up. They’ll be just like the adult tree—but all of their connection will be below the surface, out of sight, underground. This is sobering and challenging because I realize my kids are going to become like me. If I pray, my kids will become people who pray. But if I don’t pray, my kids are less likely to pray themselves. Do you want your kids to pray, to witness, to worship? Then you must do those things. Do you want your children to walk with God? Then you walk with God. They’re like olive plants. What you’re doing, they’ll become.

Psalm 128:4–6
 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD. The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s children, and peace upon Israel.

As children grow up fearing the Lord, not only are the parents blessed (verse 4), not only is the community blessed (verse 5), but the entire nation is blessed by the contribution they make as adults (verse 6).

Psalm 129
 

A Song of Degrees.

Psalm 129:1–3
 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say: Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me. The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows.

How true it is that Israel has been afflicted many a time. No nation in history has experienced the persecution, the attack, the hostility that Israel has. And yet she has survived miraculously.

Psalm 129:4–7
 

The LORD is righteous: he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion. Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth afore it groweth up: Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom.

Let those who persecute Israel be as the grass that grows on the tops of the houses, the psalmist says. You see, occasionally, seed would blow on to the roofs of the houses made with dirt and, following a rain, it would sprout. But then the sun would scorch it and it would be gone. That is what the psalmist prays would happen to his enemies.

Psalm 129:8
 

Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the LORD be upon you: we bless you in the name of the LORD.

In Numbers 6, the Lord commanded the priests that they were to pronounce blessing upon the people. And when the priests spoke blessing, blessing was miraculously and undeniably released. In 1 Peter, we are told that, as the church, we are a royal priesthood. Therefore, we, too, have the opportunity, the responsibility to pronounce blessing. So instead of merely chatting with people, you can, if you desire, say, “May the Lord bless you. May He keep you. May He make His face shine upon you.” It’s a wonderful thing to do, for, when mixed with faith, the words you speak have power to release blessing.

Psalm 130
 

A Song of degrees.

Psalm 130:1, 2
 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD. Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.

Here, the psalmist is crying to the Lord. We do the same—and yet even as we cry out with supplication, we are vulnerable to consternation because Satan perches on our shoulder, saying, “You’ve done this wrong and you haven’t been doing that right, so how could you possibly think God will answer your prayer?” Even the psalmist must have battled with this, for look what he says in the next verse…

Psalm 130:3
 

If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?

“Lord, if You’re keeping track of sin, no one has a chance because we’ve all sinned.” And, of course, Paul would reiterate this in Romans 3:23, making the case for mankind’s need of a Savior.

Psalm 130:4 (a)
 

But…

Here we see this pivotal three-letter word, seen throughout Scripture, that changes everything…

Psalm 130:4 (b)
 

…there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

Praise the Lord! There is forgiveness in Him! He is quick to forgive and His forgiveness is so complete that He can’t even remember our sins (Hebrews 10:17).

Psalm 130:5, 6
 

I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning.

The Hebrew word translated “wait” is kavah, which literally speaks of the extension of a cord from one point to another. What a perfect picture. God is at one point. Our hearts are at another. And it is as we wait for and wait upon Him that He keeps in contact with us.

Psalm 130:7, 8
 

Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Biblical hope has been defined as “the absolute expectation of coming good.” In verse 5, the psalmist declared that he hoped in God’s Word. Here in verse 8, he calls the entire nation to join him.

Psalm 131
 

A Song of degrees of David.

Psalm 131:1
 

LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.

David writes of the tranquility that comes from humility. You can be at such peace. Frayed nerves can be soothed. Nervous stomachs can be quieted. Tension headaches can flee if you refuse to be bothered by lofty theories, questions, or philosophies.

Psalm 131:2, 3
 

Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child. Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever.

Babies cry for attention—for constant feeding and soothing. But the weaned child learns to trust that at the right time, he’ll be fed. So too, David is saying, “I know that the Lord will provide, bless, and work. So I’m just going to trust my Father that at the right time, He’ll minister to my need. He’ll take care of the problem.” David had such a simple, wonderful walk with the Lord. No wonder the Lord delighted in him (Psalm 18:19)

Psalm 132
 

A Song of degrees.

This deals with David’s desire to bring back the ark of the covenant from Kirjath-jearim and his desire to build the temple…

Psalm 132:1–6
 

LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions: How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood.

One of David’s first orders of business as king of Israel was to retrieve the ark of the covenant from Kirjath-jearim and to bring it to Jerusalem. After an initial unsuccessful attempt (2 Samuel 6:1–11), David did indeed bring the ark safely to Jerusalem, amidst great praise and worship (2 Samuel 6:12–19). Following this, it was his desire to build the Lord a temple (2 Samuel 7:1, 2).

If you lived in the days when Jesus was on earth, would you have invited Him to your house? When He said that foxes have holes and birds have nests but the Son of man had nowhere to lay His head, would you have said, “Jesus, You can stay with me”? I would like to believe we would say that. But in reality, Psalm 22:3 says that God inhabits the praises of His people. This means that when I praise the Lord in the morning, I’m building a habitation for Him. When we praise the Lord together, we’re building a place for Him to dwell. So, while it’s easy for us to say, “Sure, I would have had a place for Jesus,” the question is, what will I do tomorrow? Will I build Him a habitation of praise tomorrow?

Psalm 132:7–9
 

We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy.

David’s dream of building a temple was realized through his son, Solomon (1 Kings 8).

Psalm 132:10–12
 

For thy servant David’s sake turn not away the face of thine anointed. The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.

Verses 10 through 12 are Messianic prophecy. That is, they’re talking about the Offspring of David ruling and reigning forever, culminating, of course, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 132:13, 14
 

For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.

Geographically, topographically, geologically, Jerusalem isn’t very remarkable. The Lord didn’t choose Jerusalem because it’s a special place. But because He chose it, it became special. That’s just like us. We’re nothing special. But because the Lord chose us, we are becoming special, indeed.

Psalm 132:15–18
 

I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish.

Again, this is Messianic prophecy dealing with the reign of Jesus Christ, who will reign righteously, perfectly, awesomely from Jerusalem.

Psalm 133
 

A Song of degrees of David.

Psalm 133:1
 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

As the Jews traveled together to Jerusalem three times yearly to observe the Feasts of Pentecost, Passover, and Tabernacles, no doubt they anticipated standing in the presence of God together.

Unity is an issue that’s very important to the Lord. Why? First, it brings satisfaction to the Father. If you’re a parent, you understand this. When your kids have been fighting, invariably they give you all the reasons why it’s the other one’s fault. If we, being evil, desire peace and tranquility, love and unity in our homes, how much more is the Father distressed when He hears His children fighting.


“They’re wrong doctrinally.”

“Yeah, but they’re missing the ball socially.”

On and on the bickering goes. And if you listen hard enough, you can hear the Father saying, “Kids, let’s have peace. Let’s have unity.”

Secondly, unity is a witness to the world. “By your love one for another shall all men know that you are My disciples,” Jesus said (see John 13:35). In John 17, He amplifies this when He prays, “Father, let them be one even as we are one, that the world may know that You are in me and I am in You, that they may believe that You sent Me into the world” (see John 17:21).

When does the world really believe the Father sent Jesus as our Savior? When they see love and unity in the body of believers.

A few weeks ago, a man stood in the back of one of our services. He was obviously a transient. He looked over the congregation as he watched the worship and listened to the Word. Then he slipped out before I could get to the door. He came back the second service, stood in the same place, and watched again. That night, he came back for the evening service. And as we celebrated the Lord’s Supper, he didn’t participate, but he watched carefully. About 11:00 that night, he knocked at my door. After we talked together for awhile, he accepted Jesus as his Savior based upon one thing. “The thing that drew me is the love I sensed among the people in that building,” he said. “I want to give my heart to the One who has caused all those people to love each other.”

Psalm 133:2, 3
 

It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

Following an exhortation to unity in verse 1, we see an illustration and application of unity in verses 2 and 3. “Look at Aaron,” the psalmist says. “See how his head was anointed with oil.” Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. And Jesus, our Great High Priest, is the Head of the body, the church (Colossians 1:18). Therefore, the secret of unity is to be linked to the Head and to let the anointing of the Holy Spirit fall from Him down upon the body to the very lowest parts of the skirt. Practically speaking, this means to go to the brother or sister from whom you’ve been divided and, as the Holy Spirit leads, say, “We’ve been divided long enough. The enemy has exploited differences between us. Would you meet with me? We can pray together, worship, and sit under the Headship of Jesus Christ and let His anointing run down upon us, His body.”

Unity will always be found when the body is linked to the Head, coming together in Jesus Christ. If I want to see unity in the body of Christ, it is imperative that I bring people and problems under Jesus’ Headship and allow His anointing to flow down upon me. Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity, to love each other fervently.

Psalm 134
 

A Song of degrees.

This final song of degrees was sung when the night watch would come into the temple to worship…

Psalm 134:1–3
 

Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD. The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.

When you lift up your hand to bless the Lord, He will reach down His hand to bless you. Bless the Lord and let Him bless you.

Psalm 135
 

Psalm 135:1–3
 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye servants of the LORD. Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God, Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant.

Praise is pleasant not only to the Lord, but it is pleasant to be around people who praise God. There is a fragrance that emanates from them and a joy that flows through them.

Psalm 135:4–6
 

For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.

People often ask why God does a given thing. He does whatever He pleases. That means the answer is that, for reasons perhaps our finite minds can’t comprehend, it pleased Him.

Psalm 135:7–14
 

He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries. Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and beast. Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. Who smote great nations, and slew mighty kings; Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan: And gave their land for an heritage, an heritage unto Israel his people. Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations. For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning his servants.

God’s power in nature, in warfare, and in judgment all attest to His might.

Psalm 135:15–17
 

The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not; They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.

In contrast to the greatness of God, we see that idols of man are deaf, dumb, and blind.

Psalm 135:18–21
 

They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them. Bless the LORD, O house of Israel: bless the LORD, O house of Aaron: Bless the LORD, O house of Levi: ye that fear the LORD, bless the LORD. Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.

If you trust in deaf, dumb, and blind idols, you become deaf, dumb, and blind as well because we become like that which we worship. That’s why worshiping the Lord is so important. If you worship Him, you begin to take on His characteristics. Therefore, bless the Lord!

Psalm 136
 

This is a song that would have been sung responsively—most likely the Levites singing the first phrase of every verse and the people responding with, “for His mercy endureth forever.”

Psalm 136:1–3
 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Here, God’s character is praise, for, truly, He is nothing but good—eternally, completely good.

Psalm 136:4–9
 

To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever: The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever: The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever.

As in the previous psalm, God’s creativity is praised. Although we can only observe a sliver of what the heavens hold, if the sun, moon, and stars weren’t so constant, they alone would be enough to amaze us.

Psalm 136:10–16
 

To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever: And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever: With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever: And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever: But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy endureth for ever. To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Here, God’s care for His people is seen—specifically in His power in freeing His people from bondage and providing for them as they made their way to the Promised Land.

Psalm 136:17–22
 

To him which smote great kings: for his mercy endureth for ever: And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for ever: Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy endureth for ever: And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy endureth for ever: And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever: Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Here, God’s control is praised. That is, once His people arrived in the land of promise, He went before them and brought down the kingdoms that otherwise would have annihilated them.

Psalm 136:23–26
 

Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever: And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever. Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever. O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Finally, God’s compassion is praised—for He remembers those of low estate and sustains all of His creation. In other words, He loves and sustains us. Why? Simply, solely, singularly because of His mercy—demonstrated nowhere more clearly or completely than on the Cross of Calvary (1 Peter 1:3).

Psalm 137
 

Psalm 137 is a song of lament. It was written when the Jews were exiled in Babylon for seventy years, carried into captivity because of their sins…

Psalm 137:1–3
 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

Because the Jews were known for their music, the Babylonians wanted to be entertained by them.

Psalm 137:4–6
 

How shall we sing the LORD’s song in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

“There is a time to mourn and a time to dance,” Solomon wisely declared (Ecclesiastes 3:4). For the captives in Babylon, theirs was a time to mourn, for they had no reason to dance.

Psalm 137:7–9
 

Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

Here, the psalmist asks for revenge upon the Babylonians—even to the point of dashing their children upon the rocks. Again, remember that the Old Testament deals with material and physical issues that picture spiritual New Testament principles. If you don’t understand this, the entire Old Testament will be confusing and troubling to you. But if you do understand this, the Old Testament will be wonderfully relevant to you.

Like the Babylonians, there are those who would seek to make us captives and destroy the city of our soul. They are demonic entities and spirits who seek to keep us in bondage and to turn our singing into sighing (Ephesians 6:12). Once you understand this, like the psalmist, you’ll develop a hatred for demonic spirits and the enemy that seeks to destroy people, relationships, health, and every area of life. And, like the psalmist, you’ll wage war in prayer against these demons.

The glamorization of sin is absolutely appalling to me. Television and the movies make it seem so tantalizing, so exciting. But they don’t show the flip side: the sorrow, tragedy, disease, and heartbreak. I hope the understanding of this will move you to wage war through prayer and to dash the heads of those demons against the Rock of ages, the living stone of Jesus Christ.

Psalm 138
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 138:1
 

I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.

The gods mentioned here could refer to judges, for in Psalm 82:6 and Exodus 21:6, judges are referred to as gods, having been given the power of life and death. Or they could refer to the Canaanite deities. Either way, David was determined to praise the true and living God with his whole heart.

Psalm 138:2
 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

So holy is the name of the Lord that the Old Testament scribes wouldn’t even write out the vowel sounds, rendering it YHWH—an unspeakable name that, since approximately the twelfth century, has been pronounced as Yahweh or Jehovah. Not only would the scribes render the Lord’s name unspeakable, but tradition says that they would throw away the pen they wrote these four consonants with so as not to dishonor the name with any lesser word. The name of the Lord was meticulously revered. And yet here we read that the Lord honors His Word even above His name. How important is the Word? Of utmost importance.

Psalm 138:3–5
 

In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul. All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy mouth. Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD.

David’s hope, plan, and desire was that the kings surrounding him would worship the true and living God of Israel once they learned of His ways. Is that your prayer for your own neighbors?

Psalm 138:6
 

Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.

Here the “God helps those who help themselves” myth is shattered. In fact, just the opposite is true: God helps those who realize they can’t help themselves.

Psalm 137:7, 8
 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.

“The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me,” David says.

“Being confident of this very thing—that He who has begun a good work in you shall complete it,” Paul echoes (see Philippians 1:6).

God has a whole lot invested in you. He’s chosen you. He’s redeemed you. He’s training you—and He’s going to perfect that which He’s begun no matter what it takes, no matter how long it takes.

In Ephesians 2:10, we read that we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works. The Greek word translated “workmanship” is poiema, from which we get our word, “poem.” Thus, God is saying, “You are My poetry. You’re special to Me. I’m not giving up on you.”

Psalm 139
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 139:1, 2
 

O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

“Lord, You know me,” David prays. “You know when I’m down and when I’m up.” The Lord knows you that well, too. He knows where you’re at not to reward or punish you accordingly, but because He cares about you deeply and wants to minister to you personally.

Psalm 139:3, 4
 

Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

Because the Lord knows every word on your tongue, every word we speak is being broadcast to heaven. See if knowing that doesn’t change the way you talk to and about people!

Psalm 139:5, 6
 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

“The heart is deceitful and desperately wicked above all things. Who can know it?” Jeremiah asks (17:9). Motives and attitudes are buried so deep within us that we’re not even aware of them. That’s why David seems relieved that God knows him better than he knows himself.

Psalm 139:7–10
 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

Wherever we go, God is there. Whether you’re high or low, up or down, strong or struggling, the Lord is with you (Hebrews 13:5). If you’re walking with the Lord, this is comforting. If you’re running from Him, it should be convicting.

Psalm 139:11–14
 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

As you consider the human body, you realize that you are wonderfully made indeed. Did you know that your eyes can distinguish between eight million different colors, that your ears can hear between 300,000 and 400,000 different tones, that every day, your body produces one billion red blood cells? Truly, we are incredibly made.

Psalm 139:15
 

My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

This speaks of our development in the womb. God put us together just the way He wanted us to be. Therefore, for you to bemoan your lack of athletic ability, your limitations academically, or your unique personality is to actually question the ingenious wisdom and ability of God.

I think of an Old Testament hero named Ehud who was of the tribe of Benjamin. Now, “Benjamin” means, “son of my right hand.” But Ehud was left-handed. Therefore, he could have easily thought God made a mistake in creating him that way. Maybe he grew up hearing the teasing and taunts of his friends. Maybe he questioned his worth for years—until one day when he was asked to carry out an assignment: to assassinate Eglon, the wicked king of Moab. Ehud hid a two-edged dagger underneath his cloak and strapped it to his right side so that he could draw it across his body with his left hand. When he went into the presence of Eglon, the king’s bodyguards assumed that he, a Benjamite was right-handed and only frisked his left side. Maybe it was at that moment that Ehud understood why he was left-handed. Ehud completed his mission and Israel was free of Eglon’s wicked rule because the Lord knew what He was doing all along (Judges 3).

As He did Ehud, the Lord has designed you for a specific purpose, gang. You might not know what it is for years, but at a certain point, if you’re observant, you’ll begin to see why you are the way you are.

Psalm 139:16
 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

Newer translations render the phrase “all my members” as “all my days.” In other words, God not only designed you physically, but planned out a daily schedule for you practically. If I really believe this, my responsibility is to begin each morning saying, “Lord, what have You mapped out for my life today?” This is certainly what Jesus did…

The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. Isaiah 50:4


In this Messianic prophecy, Jesus is saying, “My Father wakens Me morning by morning that I might have a word for him who is weary and that I might have direction for My ministry.” If Jesus got up morning by morning and asked His Father to give Him the plan for the day, how much more do we need to approach the Lord and ask Him to lay upon our hearts directions, impressions, and instructions day by day.

It’s an exciting way to live. Try it for a week. With pencil and paper in hand, say, “Lord, give me the ear of the learned. Let me know what’s on Your heart.”

Psalm 139:17, 18
 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.

This verse is God’s postcard to us. On the front is a picture of an endless sandy beach. On the back, it reads: “Thinking of you.”

“I know the thoughts I think towards thee,” God says, “thoughts of peace and not of evil to bring you to an expected—or certain—end” (Jeremiah 29:11). His thoughts are constantly of us—and they’re thoughts of peace.

Psalm 139:19–22
 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.

In contrast to the comfort of God’s thoughts toward the believer, we see the calamity of the wicked.

Psalm 139:23, 24
 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

After talking about the omniscience and omnipresence of God—that He knows us better than we know ourselves and that He is with us wherever we are, David ends his psalm by giving the Lord free access to his heart and mind—and a request to be continually led in His perfect way.

Psalm 140
 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psalm 140:1–5
 

Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man; Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war. They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders’ poison is under their lips. Selah. Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings. The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me. Selah.

This psalm of David shows us that people didn’t feel neutral about David. They either loved him or were out to destroy him. The same can be said of the Son of David—for even as the multitudes thronged after Him, the scribes and Pharisees plotted to kill Him.

Psalm 140:6
 

I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.

In that David’s enemies gave him cause to lean even more heavily upon the Lord, they unknowingly contributed to his victory. And the same thing can happen in our lives if hardship draws us closer to the Lord rather than away from Him.

Psalm 140:7
 

O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.

As He did with David, God has made provision for our heads to be covered in the day of battle. “Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God,” Paul tells us—one piece of which is the helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17), the knowledge that God chose to save us before the foundation of the world and that He will never leave us. This assurance protects us from the fiery darts of doubt the enemy continually sends our way.

Psalm 140:8–11
 

Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah. As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them. Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again. Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him.

Again, David battles physical enemies, just as we are to wage war through prayer against demonic entities.

Psalm 140:12, 13
 

I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor. Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence.

“I know that my Redeemer liveth,” Job proclaimed (19:25).

“I know whom I have believed,” Paul declared (2 Timothy 1:12).

“I know the Lord will maintain the cause not of the awesome and proud, but of the afflicted and poor,” David concluded.

Psalm 141
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 141:1, 2
 

LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Here, David is likening prayer and praise to what took place in the temple and tabernacle. When you pray, it’s like incense—delightful to the senses of the Lord. When you lift your hands, it’s like the morning sacrifice being offered to the Lord. Why do we do these things? Because outward acts of worship which show an inward heart of love bring the Lord great joy.

Psalm 141:3
 

Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

Solomon wisely said, “In the multitude of words, there wanteth not sin” (Proverbs 10:19). The mystics often fasted from talking. They spent a day or two or three in silence. And I wonder if it would be good for us to do the same—just to fast from speaking for a day, a half day, or even an hour in order to more clearly hear what God would say to our souls.

Psalm 141:4, 5
 

Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties. Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.

“Let the righteous smite me,” David prays.

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend,” Solomon echoes (Proverbs 27:6).

E. Stanley Jones, a great man of God, said he counted his critics among his best friends for two reasons: they kept him honest and made him humble.

Psalm 141:6–10
 

When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; for they are sweet. Our bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.

Perhaps alluding to the days when Saul sought his life, David looked to the Lord for deliverance.

Psalm 142
 

Maschil of David; A Prayer when he was in the cave.

Psalm 142:1–7
 

I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication. I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me. I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.

The cave to which the inscription of this psalm refers is most likely either the cave of Adullum or the cave of Engedi, both of which were hiding places for David when Saul was out to kill him. If, like David, you feel like you’re in a cave or that things are caving in all around you, do what David does here: tell God what you’re thinking and how you’re feeling. Pour out your heart to Him in honesty and humility.

And then, when He answers your prayer, do something else David did: praise Him—in words and in song, in sacrifice and worship.

Psalm 143
 

A Psalm of David.

It is true that David was a man after God’s own heart and yet that did not make him immune from experiencing a heavy heart from time to time. Even though he loved the Lord and walked with the Lord, he often experienced heaviness in his soul. That is not only true of David, but of Jesus, our Lord. The night before He was crucified, He went to the Garden of Gethsemane, and there He prayed, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death” (Matthew 26:38). Jesus experienced heaviness of heart. David experienced heaviness of heart. You may also experience a heaviness in your heart. The solution to a heavy heart is what David did here and what Jesus did in the garden. That is, turning to the Father in prayer…

Psalm 143:1
 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness.

David is appealing to the Lord not on the basis of his own faithfulness or righteousness, but on the basis of the Lord’s faithfulness and righteousness. Therein is a real key. When you come before the Lord with a heavy heart, don’t think you deserve His answer because of your righteousness. Rather, come in Jesus’ name, saying, “Father, I’m coming to You not because of who I am or because of my righteousness but because of my linkage to Your Son.”

Psalm 143:2
 

And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.

Here, David reiterates what he said in Psalm 130, when he said, “Lord, if Thou shouldst mark iniquity, who could stand?” In other words, “If You’re keeping track of my sin, I don’t have a chance. So I come to You on the basis of Your faithfulness and righteousness.”

Psalm 143:3, 4
 

For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead. Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate.

“I’m desolate. I’m heavy. It’s dark and dreary,” David says. Can you relate to this? Why is David downcast? Because the enemy had persecuted his soul (verse 3). When you are downcast, realize that it is very often indicative of a full attack from the enemy.

What are we to do when we’re downcast? We’re to cast down…

(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5


It is the enemy who seeks to burden you with fears and doubts. Therefore, if you feel downcast, cast down those false imaginations.

Psalm 143:5, 6
 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands. I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah.

“I’m going to cast down these fears, imaginations, depression, and instead stretch my hands up to You, Lord, as I remember Your works, as I meditate on all You’ve done for me.”

Psalm 143:7, 8
 

Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.

During the wilderness wanders, manna came down from heaven in the morning to feed the people of Israel. But when the sun came up, it melted (Exodus 16:21). I believe the things God wants to tell us, the manna He has for us, is waiting for us in the morning. But if we fail to seek Him then, we miss out to a certain degree on what He desires to tell us.

Psalm 143:9–12
 

Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness. Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name’s sake: for thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble. And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.

After stating that he was downcast and heavy, David changes gears and begins to muse and reflect on the goodness and greatness of God. As he does, he ends his prayer by saying, “I am Your servant, Lord.”

The wise farmer always takes good care of the horse that plows his crops. If, like David, you’re a servant of the Lord, if He has found in you a willingness to serve Him, an openness to ministry, you can be sure He will take perfect care of you.

Psalm 144
 

A Psalm of David.

Psalm 144:1–4
 

Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight: My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me. LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man, that thou makest account of him! Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away.

“Lord, how could You possibly be interested in me?” David asks. “Why would You take knowledge of mankind, full of vanity and rebellion that we are?”

Psalm 144:5–11
 

Bow thy heavens, O LORD, and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall smoke. Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, from the hand of strange children; Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood. I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee. It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: who delivereth David his servant from the hurtful sword. Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children, whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood:

Shifting his attention from mankind in general to his enemies specifically, David asks the Lord to make a show of His strength and to deliver him.

Psalm 144:12–15
 

That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace: That our garners may be full, affording all manner of store: that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our streets: That our oxen may be strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our streets. Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.

After asking the Lord to bless their sons and daughters, their barns and livestock, David concludes that happy indeed is the people whose God is the Lord.

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:17, 18


Centuries later, on the eve of national disaster, Habakkuk would come to understand that the secret of happiness lies not in material prosperity but in spiritual contentment. If God is your Lord, then whether or not your barns be full or your garages be packed, you can experience great happiness if you simply choose to rejoice—whatever your situation.

Psalm 145
 

David’s Psalm of praise.

Psalm 145:1, 2
 

I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.

Heaven is going to be a place of praise. We are going to be praising the Lord forever and ever. So we might as well learn to praise now! That’s what David is doing—fine-tuning his already-wonderful ability to praise.

It’s so freeing to praise the Lord. That shouldn’t be surprising because it is the garment of praise that cures the spirit of heaviness (Isaiah 61:3). Worship and praise, blessing and loving are invaluable in and of themselves for they free us from the dungeon of self.

Psalm 145:3–7
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.

God is nothing but good to all, and yet, like Adam in the Garden of Eden, rather than cultivating a relationship with Him, man chooses to keep his distance. And, left to his own devices, he suffers the consequences.

For topical study of Psalm 145:9, see “Questioning God’s Goodness.” 

Psalm 145:8–10
 

The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.

There is a stretch of highway I often drive that seems to always be under construction. After seven or eight miles, there’s a big sign that reads: “End of Construction. Thank you for your patience.” I have often thought this would be a great epitaph for my gravestone. Oh, the patience and mercy God continues to show me!

Psalm 145:11–13
 

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.

The secret to understanding the Bible in its totality is to realize that, from Genesis to Revelation, its central message is the kingdom of God. If people are confused in their theology, it’s most often because they do not understand this. The kingdom of God has three distinct parts: past, present, and future…

“The kingdom of God is within—or among you,” Jesus said (Luke 17:21). Why? Because He is the King and He was among them. As you see Jesus in the Gospels, you get a sneak preview of coming attractions. That’s why the sick were healed, the dead were raised, the lepers were cleansed, the water was turned to wine. That’s why an incredible outpouring of the miraculous took place when Jesus was on earth.

In Revelation 11:15, we read the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of the Lord. When Jesus comes back, the mountains shall break forth into song. The trees of the field shall clap their hands. There shall be health and prosperity, complete and total victory. Watch Him move and minister in His First Coming, and you get a preview of what’s going to happen in the future—when the kingdoms of this world will indeed become the kingdom of our Lord.

But between the past and the future—between when Jesus was here and when He will come again, Paul tells us that the kingdom of God is not meat nor drink but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). It’s not material. It’s not physical. It’s not political. If I fail to acknowledge the future aspect of the kingdom, I will seek to legislate righteousness now. But that’s not what Jesus did. When a committee came to make Him king, He went in the opposite direction (John 6:15). When they tried to involve Him in tax reform, He refused (Matthew 22:17–21). Jesus explained to His followers that His kingdom is not of this world. This frees me from feeling as though I must usher in the kingdom politically or economically. On the other hand, if I don’t understand the future aspects of the kingdom, I’ll get caught up in trying to make this world the kingdom—and it won’t happen until the King comes back.

Because we have been given an earnest of the Holy Spirit—a “down payment”—we do see miracles happen (2 Corinthians 5:5). But I need to understand that the explosion of miracles I desire to see will only come with the full payment. This is not “anti-faith”—it’s simply a realization that the kingdom of God is not meat or drink. It’s not temporal or external. It’s eternal and internal. I seek to carry out the Lord’s kingdom work, to be sure, but I keep it in the perspective of the bigger picture of God’s eternal program.

Psalm 145:14
 

The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.

The Lord upholds all that fall. He doesn’t let go of those who are stumbling. He doesn’t give up on those who are slipping. If you feel like you’re falling or have fallen, know that the Lord doesn’t give up on you.

Psalm 145:15–19 (a)
 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him…

Psalm 37:4, David says virtually the same thing when he writes, “Delight thyself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.” What’s your heart’s desire? If you’re fearing the Lord, revering Him, worshiping Him, if you’re delighting in the Lord, enjoying Him, pleasing Him, He will give you the desires of your heart because He’s the One that put that desire there in the first place.

In Hebrews 6:15, we read that it was after Abraham patiently endured that he obtained the promise. If you have a desire in your heart that has yet to come about, be patient. Don’t give up. It might be ten or twenty years in the making, but if you hold fast to that which the Lord has promised to you, in due time, He’ll bring it to pass.

Psalm 145:19 (b)–21
 

…he also will hear their cry, and will save them. The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

“I will bless Thy name forever and ever,” David declared in verse 1. It is only fitting, then, that this psalm would end with a call for all flesh to join him.

 
 

QUESTIONING GOD’S GOODNESS

A Topical Study of


Psalm 145:9


In his book, entitled, Life, Death, and Destiny, Roger Shin tells the story of an event that took place in the closing hours of World War II. The Armistice had been signed. The war was over. The troops were celebrating and rejoicing—and yet it would be an hour or two before the final cease-fire order made its way to the front lines. There, in the closing hour of World War II, suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, a stray mortar shell was headed toward a group of young GIs—one of whom looked down in horror as he saw his flesh opened and his blood flow freely. “Isn’t this just like God?” he said. And then he died.

It is events like this that invariably lead people to question God’s goodness. And sometimes they lead even believers to question.

A man named Charles Templeton was an evangelist from 1951–55 for the National Council of Churches. He had a very powerful ministry. He spoke before 70,000 people at Soldiers Field in Chicago. He spoke to an almost full crowd at the Rose Bowl in the early 50s. He spoke at Radio City Music Hall in New York. But in 1958, he walked away from his ministry. He first went to television, where he became a commentator, then to print journalism and finally to his position as head of the BBC. He became an agnostic. Once used mightily by God, he denied his faith. “I looked at the world,” he said, “and it doesn’t seem to me that it bespoke a God that could be described as ‘father.’ It seems to be a universe indifferent to man and to all of His creatures.”

Is God really good? Templeton couldn’t reconcile what he observed and what Scriptures declare. Philosopher John Stewart Mills said, “If God is able to prevent evil and He does not, then He is not good. If He could prevent evil and cannot, then He is not almighty.” These questions haunt humanity. Is God good? That’s the question. Do we simply take it on blind faith that God is good? Do we simply say God is good because the psalmist says He is? What’s the word to give people who honestly question whether God is good? What’s the word for our own hearts when we go through tragedy and difficulty?

Whenever I have questions about the character or nature of God, I have only to look to Jesus to find answers and solutions for the problems and difficulties. When I look at Jesus, I see that He freely acknowledged the problem of pain, the existence of evil. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” He taught us to pray (Matthew 6:13). “In this world, you shall have tribulation,” He said (John 16:33). “There’s going to be troubles. You’re going to have problems.”

Jesus not only acknowledged evil and pain, but confronted them. Sailing across the Sea of Galilee, He was resting in the boat when suddenly a storm arose that began to beat the boat about.

“Master! We’re perishing!” His disciples cried.


“Peace. Be still,” Jesus said to the storm (Mark 4:39). The Greek command is literally, “Be muzzled,” and is the same command Jesus used when talking to people who were possessed with demons. This tells me that when a typhoon strikes or an earthquake hits, they’re not necessarily acts of God. In fact, according to Paul, it is the devil who is the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). According to Jesus, it is the devil who is the prince of this world (John 12:31).


You see, man gave up the right to rule this planet in harmony and tranquility with God the Father when he sinned in the Garden of Eden. Satan is in control of this world presently. And Jesus demonstrated that storms and disaster frequently can be the work of Satan. But Satan is responsible for even more, for, following the storm, when Jesus arrived at the other side of the Sea of Galilee, He was greeted by a man who had been living in the tombs, clawing his body, ripping his flesh. No one could keep him chained down. He was naked, howling, and frightening. Jesus began to deal with him, eventually casting out a legion of demons who then entered a herd of pigs. As a result, the man was totally changed (Mark 5:15).

Doctors tell us that virtually all disease is the result of man being out of sync either with his environment, his fellow man, or his own conscience. Charles Templeton and John Stuart Mills ask, “Why is God doing this?” But Jesus shows us their question is misdirected. God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). Rather, man brings harm and hurt upon himself when he rebels against God, when he ignores the ways and Word of God, when he violates the commands and precepts of God.

Why, then, doesn’t God remove the temptation, obliterate the devil, destroy the demons? I offer two simple reasons. God created man in His image (Genesis 1:26). Therefore, because He is sovereign, He gave man a certain measure of sovereignty, as well. That is, He didn’t create us as robots. He allows us to make daily choices concerning life. He won’t force us into His ways. He won’t make us live according to His Word. He allows us the freedom of choice. And, many times, the choices we make bring hurt, heartache, and tragedy to ourselves. So to shake our fist at God and say, “How come, God?” is patently unfair.

Second, not only did God make you in His image and give you a certain degree of sovereignty, but God made you for a purpose—and that is intimacy. God the Father desires that we love Him. And because true love demands a choice, He won’t force Himself upon us but will give an alternative to us. The alternative is evil. The alternative is sin and self. If I choose to ignore God and say, “I do not want to develop intimacy with You, Lord. I want to live for myself, do my own thing, work out my own life,” then the only alternative I have is in the direction of evil. And God will allow me that liberty.

God is good to all, and yet man, as a race, has chosen to submit this planet to the devil and suffer the consequences. Man as an individual has chosen to ignore intimacy with God, not cultivate a relationship with God and has been left to his own devices which lead to destruction.

In Luke 13, we are given further insight into the question of God’s goodness…

There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
Luke 13:1–5


Although the historical occasion is somewhat obscure, most historians believe this refers to Pilate appropriating money from the temple treasury to build a new aqueduct. When the Jews gathered in Jerusalem for the next feast, the Galileans, known for their political activism, began to cause a riot against Pilate’s practice. Knowing this riot was coming, however, Pilate had stationed “undercover” soldiers among the people. According to Jewish historian, Josephus, when the riot began, these soldiers began to murder the Galileans, resulting in much bloodshed. In addition to this, during construction of the aqueduct, a supporting tower gave way, resulting in an additional eighteen deaths.

“Do you think those who were slaughtered in the riot were killed because they were more evil than other Galileans?” Jesus asked. “Were the eighteen men who died at Siloam killed because they were greater sinners than you? No. But unless you repent, you, too, shall perish.” In other words, Jesus says, “Why are you asking about tragedy and evil in the lives of others when the real question is, ‘When are you going to deal with these issues in your own life?’ ”

Earlier, Jeremiah said that it is only because of the Lord’s mercies that we are not all consumed (Lamentations 3:22). Truly, every one of us should have been consumed a long time ago. It’s only by God’s goodness and mercy that we’re alive today. This is true spiritually and even literally, for the air we breathe is composed of nitrogen, oxygen, and a few other assorted gasses. If the oxygen content was a mere two percent higher, the world would catch fire and we would all burn. If the nitrogen content was two percent higher, we would all be poisoned and die immediately. Who keeps the atmosphere in such perfect balance? God.

We have all rebelled against Him. We have all sinned against Him. Yet He is good and merciful to every one of us. He is slow to anger, gracious, full of mercy, longsuffering—and He lets us continue on and on and on until we come to the place where we finally bow our knee in repentance and give our lives to Him.

The question isn’t, “Why is there evil?”

The question is, “Why is God so good?”




 

Psalm 146
 

Psalm 146:1–5
 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being. Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

If your hope is in man, you’re on shaky ground because man’s breath perishes. Man goes down in the dust. Man doesn’t last. Man is unable to help. If your hope is in your husband or wife—or even the church—sooner or later you will be disappointed. Happy is the man or woman, however, whose hope is in the Lord. Hope is the expectation of coming good. And good is always found in the Lord.

Psalm 146:6–10
 

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever: Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the prisoners: The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous: The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down. The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD.

In the psalmist’s crescendo of praise, it is hard to miss a portrait of Jesus…

 
 
	He gave food to the hungry as they sat on the hillside (Luke 9:17).

	He loosed the prisoners of demonic possession (Luke 8:33).

	He opened blind eyes (Matthew 9:29) and restored hope to the downtrodden (John 8:11).

	No one was a stranger to Him (Matthew 11:19) and He took special care of the widow (Luke 7:13).


 
 
Is it any wonder that, in light of this, we are called to praise Him?

Psalm 147
 

Psalm 147:1
 

Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is comely.

The best-dressed people of any era are those who wear the garment of praise. You can spend $1,000 a week on clothes. But if your countenance is sad or your heart is heavy, it won’t do any good. On the other hand, you can have only two shirts in your closet, but if you’re praising the Lord, you’ll be an attractive, beautiful person.

Psalm 147:2–4
 

The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.

In the year A.D. 100, Hipparchus carefully gazed at the skies and counted 1,022 stars. Two hundred years later, Ptolemy, the father of astronomy, counted 1,026. Today, however, our Milky Way galaxy alone contains a hundred billion stars. How much is a hundred billion? If you counted from one to two hundred fifty in one minute and kept up that pace, it would take a thousand years to get to a hundred billion. Yet the God who build Jerusalem, the God who heals our hearts is not only the One who hung a hundred billion stars in the sky, but the One who knows their names.

Psalm 147:5, 6 (a)
 

Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite. The LORD lifteth up the meek…

What does God do with the mighty power He used to place huge heavenly bodies into submission? He lifts up the meek. Meekness is the opposite of pride. When you acknowledge your need, that’s when the hand that hung the stars reaches down to lift you up.

Psalm 147:6 (b)
 

…he casteth the wicked down to the ground.

The Lord lifts up the meek, but He casts down those who walk proudly in their own way. I’m convinced that we are not seeing people converted to Jesus in the numbers we could and we’re not seeing conversions last the way they should because we teach the first half of verse 6, but fail to share the reality of the second phrase. When you talk to people about the Lord, make sure they understand the goodness and grace of God. But make sure they also understand the reality of His judgment. Most people don’t think of themselves as sinners. Most people don’t realize they’ve broken the law of God to the extent they have. Thus, we need to tell our families and friends that don’t know Him what God has said in His Word about how they have missed the mark—for they won’t see their need for a Savior until they see the reality of their sin.

If you’re talking to people who aren’t responsive to the gospel, perhaps you should share the law with them and let the law be a schoolmaster that drives them to salvation, that drives them to grace (Galatians 3:24).

Psalm 147:7–9
 

Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God: Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.

From the heights of heaven to the earthbound beast and everything in between—all are a result of God’s creation and daily care.

Psalm 147:10, 11
 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.

Again, special note is made of the fact that God is not impressed with the things that so easily impress us—but with qualities that are usually seen as weakness in the eyes of men.

Psalm 147:12–14
 

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath blessed thy children within thee. He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.

Although the Promised Land had no precious stones, spices, or other exotic commodities, it had the finest wheat of the region (Deuteronomy 32:14).

Psalm 147:15–17
 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: his word runneth very swiftly. He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold?

This poetic description of God’s power is reminiscent of His own description in Job 38:22, 23.

Psalm 147:18–20
 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD.

It was with His word that God began His work of creation (Genesis 1:3). It was with His word that He commanded His creation (Mark 4:39). It is with His Word that He sustains His nation (Jeremiah 15:16). And it is through His Word that we find salvation (John 1:14).

Psalm 148
 

As we draw near the end of the “Workbook on Worship” which is the Book of Psalms, the psalmist enlists the aid of the entire spectrum of creation to join him…

Psalm 148:1–6
 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights. Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created. He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.

The psalmist begins by calling for praise from everything seen and unseen overhead.

Psalm 148:7–10
 

Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word: Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars: Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:

Next, the natural world is called upon to join in the praise of their Creator.

Psalm 148:11–14
 

Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth: Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven. He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.

Finally, man, the only segment of creation that has a choice, is summoned to praise—from the mightiest king to the weakest child.

John tells us that when Jesus came to earth, He came unto His own, but His own received Him not (John 1:11, 12). In the Greek text, the first use of “own” is the neuter form and speaks of creation. The second use of “own” is in the masculine form and speaks of humanity. In other words, creation received Him, but man did not. When Jesus walked on earth, the winds obeyed His voice. The sea supported His feet. Even the rocks would have cried out if He had let them. But what did man say? “Away with Him. We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). When He comes back, however, every knee will bow to Him (Philippians 2:10).

Psalm 149
 

Psalm 149:1–5
 

Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp. For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation. Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.

Over and over again, the psalmist tells us to sing a new song. Why? Because all too often, frequency leads to complacency. Listen to your prayers. Are you saying the same thing over and over again? If so, I encourage you to fan the flame of worship by writing a psalm, by composing a song, by memorizing Scripture throughout the day, by taking a walk through your neighborhood as you pray—anything to rekindle the amazement you experienced when you first learned how much God loved you.

Psalm 149:6–9
 

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand; To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people; To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.

As we have seen throughout the Book of Psalm, our fight is not against man but against principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12). How do we overcome the forces of evil? How do we bind the powers that depress, defeat, and discourage us? We overcome the enemy by the praise of God in our mouth and the double-edged sword of the Word of God in our hand.

The dynamics of your house, of your neighborhood, of our country can change if we hold on to the Scriptures and if our mouths are filled with praise. Praise devastates demons because it reminds them of the position they once held in heaven (Isaiah 14:12).

In 2 Chronicles 20, we read that the enemies of Israel were so confused by praise that they destroyed each other. And I suggest that’s a model, a picture of what happens spiritually today. When you worship God with high praise, with enthusiastic praise, with sacrificial praise, the enemies of God are reminded of their previous state and they scatter in despair.

Psalm 150
 

We come to the final summit in the mountain chain of Psalms.

Psalm 150:1–6
 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

According to Old Testament scholars, none of the instruments listed here were indigenous to Israel. They were all developed by heathen cultures. This means that anything and everything is redemptive.

“We are more than conquerors,” Paul would write to the Romans (8:37). How is one more than a conqueror? By not only wrestling an enemy’s weapons from him, but by using them for one’s own advantage. That’s exactly what we do whenever we praise God, using breath, strength, or instruments Satan once called his own.

 
 

A PANORAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF PRAISE

A Topical Study of


PSALM 150


We have seen that the Book of Psalms is actually a workbook on worship as it teaches us how to worship and models for us examples of worship. Throughout the Book of Psalms, we are told to praise the Lord. In Hebrew, the phrase, “praise the Lord” is in the imperative form. That means it’s not a suggestion. It’s not an invitation. It’s a command with no option. We are not only commanded to praise the Lord but to do so energetically, enthusiastically, and creatively—through dance, with organ, and all sorts of stringed instruments.

“That excludes me,” you say. “I can’t dance at all. I can’t play an instrument. And my singing is terrible.”

Sometimes we think we’re excluded from the command to praise because we don’t have great musical abilities. But, according to Psalm 150:6, the only people excluded from the command to praise are dead people. Therefore, regardless of your musical ability—or lack thereof—you’re obligated to praise the Lord even if it’s with nothing more than a joyful noise (Psalm 95:1).

What is the definition of praise? The Hebrew words translated “praise” are enlightening…

The most common word translated “praise” is halal, used ninety-nine times in the Old Testament, one-third of which are in the Book of Psalms. Halal literally means “to laud, to celebrate, or to boast.”

The second most common word translated “praise” is yadah, which comes from the Hebrew word, yad, or, “hand.” Yadah literally means “to worship with extended hands.” God desires our praise to be with extended hands because the extended hand is the expression of friendship, surrender, and need. Parents, think back to the first time your kids reached out to you. So too, our heavenly Father loves to see us reach out to Him.

A third word translated “praise” is barak, which means “to declare God as the origin of power for success, prosperity, and victory.” In other words, barak says, “I acknowledge that You, Lord, are the source of my success. It’s not my ingenuity or creative ability, but You alone are the reason for my victory.”

The fourth most common word translated “praise” is shabach, which means “to shout or commend loudly.” When you go to a game, people shout loudly as the quarterback connects with the receiver, or as the baseball soars out of the stadium. If we can shout loudly at a football or baseball game, certainly we can shout and commend Jesus.

A fifth word translated “praise” is gil, which literally means “to circle in joy”—to dance before God as David did was so apt to do.

Those are the definitions of praise, but what is the motivation? Following are eight reasons and benefits of being people who praise…

First, the world itself was created in the atmosphere in the praise…

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Job 38:4–7


Here God is saying, “The morning stars—or angels—sang together and shouted for joy when I laid the foundations of the earth.” God loves to work with the background music of praise and worship. Sometimes I wonder how much in my life has been quenched, hindered, or diminished because I failed to provide an atmosphere of praise for God’s creativity.

Second, the world is imprinted with a program to praise. Everything created has been created to bring God glory and to give Him praise (Revelation 4:11).

Third, the world will climax with the crescendo of praise. Paul tells us that all of creation is waiting for the day Jesus comes back (Romans 8:22). When He does, Isaiah tells us that the mountains will break forth into song and the trees shall clap their hands (55:12).

Fourth, God Himself dwells in the place of praise. Although I can be somewhat comfortable in many conditions, I’m only truly comfortable in my own house. So too, God resides everywhere because He’s omnipresent. But where does He inhabit? Where is the place He’s particularly comfortable? In the place of praise (Psalm 22:3).

Fifth, praise provides an entryway for us to move into God’s presence. “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise,” the psalmist says (100:4). The Lord has invited us into His house. The gate? Thanksgiving and praise.

Sixth, praise is the divine prescription from the divine Physician to help us overcome despair and depression. Isaiah 61:3 says He gives us the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. There is truly a spirit that will weigh you down—which explains why some mornings you wake up full of sorrow and despair. The Lord has provided a cure for this. Slip into the garment of praise. Instead of complaining and analyzing spend an hour honoring the Lord by worshiping Him energetically and enthusiastically. Do this and I guarantee you will find that the garment of praise does indeed take away the spirit of heaviness.

Seventh, praise is a powerful weapon to overcome the wickedness of Satan. In Ezekiel 28, we are told that before Satan fell, he was known as Lucifer, the worship leader of heaven. When he rebelled against God and decided to be worshiped instead of to worship, he took one-third of the heavenly host with him in his rebellion. I believe praise reminds them of their aborted revolution, of what they once were, but will never be again. And they flee in despair.

Finally, praise brings about liberation. It was as Paul and Silas praised the Lord that their prison doors sprung open (Acts 16:25, 26). It was as Jonah offered the sacrifice of thanksgiving in the belly of the fish that God gave that creature the “urge to regurge”—and out Jonah came (2:9, 10). So too, it is as we praise God that we are set free from the sin and selfishness that would otherwise drown us.

For the above reasons and a myriad more, let us be a worshiping nation, a royal priesthood, a people who praise.




 




PROVERBS
 

Background to Proverbs
 

The Books of Psalms and Proverbs balance each other beautifully…



	Psalms deals with worship.

	 Proverbs deals primarily with work.

	Psalms is to be read on one’s knees.

	 Proverbs is to be read on one’s feet.

	Psalms is man talking to God.

	 Proverbs is man talking to man.

	Psalms causes one’s heart to grow.

	 Proverbs causes one’s walk to be stabilized.

	Psalms is best read in the closet of prayer.

	 Proverbs is best read in the place of business.




According to 1 Kings 4, Solomon spoke with such practical wisdom and incredible insight that people traveled great distances to glean from his understanding. Yet, even though he was an exceedingly wise individual, he ended up playing the fool, for he would forsake his own wisdom in an attempt to find satisfaction in partying, material possessions, women, and intellectualism—only to conclude it was all empty.

The Book of Proverbs, however, was written by Solomon before he embarked on his journey to vanity…

Chapter 1
 

Proverbs 1:1–4
 

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.

As we will see in verse 8, Solomon wrote Proverbs primarily to give his son practical, down-to-earth wisdom. And we are the beneficiaries, as well.

There are two ways we gain wisdom. One is by the experience of life. The second is by the expounding of God’s Word. The Lord is committed to instructing us and to seeing us grow, but how that guidance and growth takes place is up to us. We can either be instructed and guided by experiencing life or we can learn by studying the Word. We can learn in the storm or we can learn in the sanctuary. We can learn in the crisis or we can learn in the classroom. Most of us have had experiences learning both places, and I’m sure we’d all say the better way is the latter—to learn in the sanctuary, to learn in the classroom—which is why Solomon wrote this book.

Proverbs 1:5, 6
 

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

Even though this meaning might initially seem obscure, a wise man or woman will put energy into understanding these proverbs. The question is, why would the Lord have Scripture be so obscure? I believe the reason is simple. That is, discovery is a tremendous aid to ministry. It is when we discover something that the light goes on and we have a flash of understanding, that we never forget it. Therefore, our heavenly Father knows that it is as we spend time giving consideration and careful thought to these proverbs that they will be most meaningful and memorable to us.

Proverbs 1:7
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Solomon says the fear of the Lord is the foundation. The fear of the Lord is the single most important essential. The fear of the Lord is where it all begins.

For topical study of Proverbs 1:7, see “The Fear of the Lord.” 

Proverbs 1:8 (a)
 

My son, hear the instruction of thy father…

Here we see the father heart of Solomon imparting his wisdom to his son.

Proverbs 1:8 (b)
 

…and forsake not the law of thy mother:

It has been suggested that the surrounding cultures required that respect be shown only to the father. If this be so, for Solomon to require his son to follow the words of his mother would have been a noted departure from popular thought. This should not be surprising to us, however, for the Word has always been a great equalizer (Galatians 3:28).

Proverbs 1:9
 

For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

In his Song, Solomon will refer to chains of gold on the neck of his beloved (Song of Solomon 1:10). Thus, the wisdom that a child gleans from his parents can beautify his own life.

Proverbs 1:10–16
 

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood.

Solomon warns his son about those who, for no reason, want to hurt innocent people and shed innocent blood. Obviously, we are not involved in killing people but if we are even bitter or unforgiving, we are just as guilty, for Jesus said whoever is angry at his brother, the same has committed murder (Matthew 5:22). Therefore, it is the mature man and the wise woman who stay away from those who seek to shed innocent blood—be it literally or spiritually.

Proverbs 1:17
 

Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

A bird has an instinctive ability to avoid traps that would ensnare it. “Don’t be a bird-brain,” Solomon says to his son. “Don’t get caught in a trap even a bird would flee.”

Proverbs 1:18, 19
 

And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

You will be harmed in the very process of seeking to harm others, Solomon warns. “Be not deceived. God is not mocked,” Paul would echo. “Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Oh, maybe you’ll navigate this life without paying a price, but in eternity, there will be a day of reckoning.

Proverbs 1:20
 

Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

In Colossians 2:3, we read that wisdom is actualized in the person of Jesus Christ because in Him are hidden all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom. To know what to do , where to go, how to act in any given situation, simply consider Jesus. While Jesus is the complete actualization of wisdom, here in Proverbs, wisdom is personified as a woman…

Proverbs 1:21–26
 

She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

Wisdom is seen as a woman crying, “How long will you ignore me? How long will you refuse me? If you keep ignoring me, if you continue to walk in your own folly, when destruction and anguish comes, I will have no other choice but to laugh at your calamity.”

I believe one of the greatest tortures for those in hell will be remembering everything they were told about how to get to heaven. They will be in a calamitous situation, indeed—and their adamant refusal to believe the Word that they heard will haunt them forever.

Proverbs 1:27–33
 

When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

In Luke 16, we read of the rich man who went to hades. He asked Abraham if there was any way he could speak to his family and warn them about the reality of eternity. Too late, he realized he had ignored his previous opportunities.

Wisdom is crying out, gang. Don’t be like the rich man. Take heed today.




THE FEAR OF THE LORD

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 1:7


In 1945, the chief of the federal government’s office of scientific research and development said this concerning the notion of using rockets to deliver bombs: “Such a thing is absolutely impossible,” he said. “And it will remain impossible for many, many years. People have been talking about a 3,000-mile-high angle rocket shot from one continent to another, carrying an atomic bomb directed to be so precise that it would land upon a city. Technically, I don’t think anyone in the world knows how to do such things and I feel it will not be done for many generations to come.” Twelve years later, the Soviet Union successfully test-fired the first intercontinental ballistic missile.

In 1839 a doctor wrote this: “The abolishment of pain in surgery is an impossibility. Knife and pain are two words in surgery that will forever be associated in the consciousness of the patient. To this compulsory combination we shall have to adjust ourselves.” He said this seven years before anesthesia was introduced.

An inventor of the radio said this in 1926: “While theoretically, television may be feasible, commercially and financially I consider it an impossibility, a development of which we need waste little time thinking about.”

Fortune Magazine in 1938 said this: “Few scientists foresee any serious or practical use for atomic energy. They regard the atom-splitting experiments as useful steps in the attempt to describe the atom more accurately, but never as the key to unlocking new power.”

This is from the Scientific Quarterly of 1825: “What can be possibly more absurd than the prospect held out of locomotives traveling as fast as stagecoaches?”

Even Charles Darwin—whose theory of evolution has been embraced by our society but is increasingly being questioned by the scientific community—shifted in his understanding of evolution. The single college degree Charles Darwin held was not in biology. It was in theology. Shortly before his death, Darwin said this: “I was a young man with uninformed ideas and I threw them out as queries and suggestions. To my astonishment, they took off with wildfire.”

Toward the end of his life he suggested to a Christian friend that she speak to the servants, tenants, and neighbors. “What shall I speak about?” she asked.

“Christ Jesus,” he replied. “What else is there?”

Even Darwin questioned the very theory that has made him so famous to this day.

In light of this, is there any place we can solidly build? I believe there is. I want to look at a statement made by an individual who was considered to be the most knowledgeable of his day. In fact, he is one of the most knowledgeable men of all time. His name was Solomon. It is no wonder that 1 Kings 4 tells us that people literally came from around the world to hear him talk. He was an ichthyologist, a botanist, a zoologist, and a biologist. He wrote 1,005 songs and over 3,000 proverbs. He was an extensive writer, a brilliant thinker, a very wise individual because God had answered his request for wisdom (2 Chronicles 1:10–12). What did this extensive writer and brilliant scholar say? Turn to the Book of Ecclesiastes…

And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.
Ecclesiastes 12:12, 13


According to the wisest man who ever lived, the fear of the Lord is the beginning, the foundation of knowledge. The question then becomes, “What does it mean to fear the Lord?” In Hebrews 11, we see a model…

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
Hebrews 11:7


Noah is one who is held up as one who moved with godly fear. In his day, the earth had become terribly polluted, infected with iniquity. So God said He would judge and destroy the earth. In this, He was showing great mercy, for the world was so sick that it was destroying itself slowly. Noah, however, feared the Lord. So God told him to build an ark.

At that point, Noah had a choice to make. He could either move in the fear of God or in the fear of man. He could have said, “I’m supposed to tell people that water is going to come down out of the sky? They’ll just laugh. I’m supposed to build a huge boat miles away from any body of water? They’ll make fun of me.” The fear of man could have caused Noah to be wiped out. Instead, he moved in the fear of God and for a hundred years, even as people mocked him, Noah kept true to the call of God. When the rain did indeed come down, Noah was kept safe because he chose to fear God rather than man.

The fear of the Lord is comprised of two components…

Devotion to Him


When we speak of fearing God, we’re not speaking of being afraid of God or of trying to hide from Him. God doesn’t want us to be afraid of Him any more than we, as earthly parents, want our kids to run from us. No, when we speak of the fear of God, we’re speaking of devotion to Him wherein we become afraid of doing anything that would grieve Him. We do indeed have the ability to grieve the Lord. It was for this reason Jesus wept over Jerusalem when they wouldn’t respond to Him (Matthew 23:37).

Dread of Sin


Proverbs 8:13 gives a further explanation of the fear of God when it says that the fear of the Lord is to hate evil—or, literally, to be appalled with evil. Many of us are beginning to get to this point. In our early walk, maybe there were certain sins that seemed attractive. But as we get older, as we see what sin does to us and to those around us, we become nauseated by it.

When we first moved to Oregon, we lived in a cabin surrounded by a pasture. My son, Peter-John, who was two years old at the time loved to toddle around in the pasture when the cows were safely on the other side of the fence. One day, I noticed he was particularly fascinated with something on the ground. Thinking maybe it was a caterpillar or a worm, I was disgusted to see that the object of his attention was a pasture patty, a meadow muffin, a cow pie. He didn’t know any better, but I did. And that is why I was disgusted by what fascinated him.

That’s the way sin is. Oh, maybe when we’re spiritual toddlers, we might not know the difference between what is genuinely intriguing and what is obviously disgusting. But we don’t have to walk with the Lord too long before we should be able to discern the difference. Next time you’re tempted to think of sin as intriguing, think of a big cow pie, and you’ll see it for what it really is.

You’ll know you’re gaining knowledge; you’ll know you’re becoming wise when you find yourself not wanting to grieve the Father and when you’re no longer interested in that which once intrigued you.

“Fear God and keep His commandments,” Solomon says. “That’s the whole duty of man.”




 

Chapter 2
 

Proverbs 2:1–3
 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

In chapter 1, Solomon wrote of wisdom crying to be heard (verse 20). Here in chapter 2, he says that we are to cry for understanding. Jesus said it is when we hunger and thirst for righteousness that we are filled (Matthew 5:6). It is when we cry for understanding that it will be found.

Proverbs 2:4
 

If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

To know God and to understand Him requires a certain amount of effort and work. Solomon likens the process to a miner searching for gold, silver, and precious stones. If you dig in and get serious about your pursuit of wisdom, wisdom will be yours. But it doesn’t come easily. There’s a price to pay for wisdom: digging in the Word day after day.

In 1 Timothy 5:17, we read that we are to labor in the Word. The Greek word Paul used for “labour” means “to work to the point of perspiration.” Why do we have to labor? Why do we have to mine for wisdom like gold? Because what I mine is mine. That is, what I learn through the grace of God as I dig in and wrestle with a text becomes His Word spoken to me personally. And what is mined stays in the mind. I never forget it.

The story is told of a young man who came to Socrates and said, “Give me understanding, wisdom, and knowledge.”


Socrates said one sentence: “Follow me.”

As the young man followed the great philosopher, Socrates walked through the city until he came to the edge of the ocean. He walked out waist-deep in the ocean, grabbed the young man by the neck, and thrust him beneath the water.

Finally, the young man fought his way up for some air and gasped, “Master, what are you doing?”

Socrates said, “When you want knowledge and wisdom and understanding as badly as you wanted that breath of air, that’s when you begin the journey.”

Solomon is saying the same thing. When you really want to dig in and commit yourself to that process, it will be yours. Labor in the Word, gang. Moisten this book with the sweat of your brow. And God will meet you in that place and reward you greatly with hidden treasures, with real gems.

Proverbs 2:5
 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

How do I know when I am truly grabbing hold of wisdom or when I’ve gotten a grip on knowledge? Solomon says if we receive the Word and hide it in our hearts (verse 1), if we hear the Word and apply it to our minds (verse 2), if we dig and search for it (verse 4), then we’ll understand fear and find knowledge (verse 5).

The proof lies in the fear of God. I can’t claim to be a wise man if I’m not living in the fear of God. We’ll know we have it when we’re humbled before Him.

Proverbs 2:6–9
 

For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,” James writes (1:17). Thus, it is no surprise that it is the Lord who gives wisdom. But the question is, why does He make wisdom so hard to get?

In Proverbs 25:2, we read that it is God who chooses to conceal a matter but the glory of kings to search it out. Because we are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), God gives us the privilege of searching out what He has concealed. And when we share what we find with others, our words are anointed, for our experience is truly ours.

Proverbs 2:10–12
 

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;

We may never be in the world’s “Who’s Who,” but we can know what’s what. We can be people of discretion. We can know what’s good and what’s foolish, what’s right and what’s wrong. And this way, we’ll be kept from the path of the evil man.

Proverbs 2:13–15
 

Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness; Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked; Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:

The evil men leave the right path for a path that, at first, seems interesting. But it soon gets dark and deadly.

You don’t have to dig deep in God’s Word. You don’t have to mine its riches. God will still love you. Wisdom is not about earning God’s love or gaining His favor. It’s about avoiding the path of the evil man. It’s about navigating life successfully.

Proverbs 2:16 (a)
 

To deliver thee from the strange woman…

Discretion, wisdom, and understanding will not only keep you from the path of the evil man, but it will keep you from the allure of the strange woman…

Proverbs 2:16 (b)
 

…even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;

Because men are suckers for flattery, the immoral woman comes with words of flattery. She builds up the ego and makes you think you’re really special—sometimes even in the arena of spirituality.

Proverbs 2:17
 

Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.

The immoral woman leaves her guide—or husband—and takes no heed of the vows she made.

Proverbs 2:18, 19
 

For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life.

Solomon is saying, “Listen son, if you get involved with the strange woman, you’ll never return again.” What does he mean? When you are involved in a relationship with a strange woman, something is lost. Yes, God will forgive. But the damage is irreparable. The scars will remain.

Proverbs 2:20, 21
 

That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.

We are perfect because we’ve been perfected in Christ (Colossians 1:28). Therefore, if we abide in Him, we won’t be moved by the evil man or the strange woman, but will remain in the place God has for us.

Proverbs 2:22
 

But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.

I don’t want to be rooted out. I want to be rooted and grounded in love (Ephesians 3:17). I want to be rooted and grounded in the Word, wherein I find the gold and silver of wisdom and understanding.

Chapter 3
 

Proverbs 3:1, 2
 

My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

The commandments are not for imprisonment, but for protection—that you might have a long, good, successful life.

Proverbs 3:3, 4
 

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

If you want to find good favor in the sight of God and man, keep mercy and truth as key components of your life. Some people excel in truth—but they have so little mercy. Others excel in mercy—but they shy away from truth. The key is to keep both of these qualities in balance. Our ultimate example, of course, is Jesus. When He told the woman at the well to call her husband and she told him she had no husband, He said, “You’ve said well.” He commended her. That’s mercy. Then He added, “You’ve had five husbands and the man you’re living with now is not your husband at all” (John 4:18).

Jesus exhibits such a perfect balance in everything He does. We’re to follow in His footsteps—and if we do, we will indeed “find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man.”

Proverbs 3:5, 6
 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Trust in the Lord. Even if it doesn’t seem to make sense, follow the leading of the Lord according to His Word.

When I went skydiving, a man on the ground held a big arrow that he turned to show which way the wind was blowing and which way we were to go to catch it. I remember that when I regained consciousness after jumping out of the plane, I saw the guy turning the arrow. But I thought his direction was wrong, that he was leading me into a power line. His direction didn’t make sense to me. Do I follow the arrow? I wondered. Or do I follow my own judgment? For a moment, I ignored the arrow. And then I thought I’d better follow it. So follow it I did—flying right over the power lines and landing in the right spot.

It’s tempting to think we know more than the arrow. It’s tempting to think, “Well, Lord, I know I’m not to lean on my own understanding. I know I’m to trust You. But what You’re doing doesn’t seem to make sense.” At that point, we have a decision to make—whether to follow the arrow or to do our own thing.

How I encourage you to follow the arrow, gang. Even if you can’t figure it out, follow the leading of the Lord according to His Word. You’ll dodge the deadly power lines of the wicked and land right in the center of the field every time.

Proverbs 3:7, 8
 

Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

Be it through ulcers, tension, or substance abuse, a wicked lifestyle adversely affects health. Conversely, to fear God and depart from evil has a positive effect.

Proverbs 3:9
 

Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

Why does the Lord want our firstfruits? Because in giving Him those, we sanctify the remainder. I’m firmly convinced that the first tenth of all our increase is the Lord’s. And when we give Him His due, even our jobs become sanctified. Our jobs become ministries.

Proverbs 3:10
 

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

The single time in all of Scripture that God asks to be put to the test is with regard to finances…

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. Malachi 3:10


Abraham was a very wealthy man (Genesis 13:2). Why did God give him so much? I believe it was because He knew none of it mattered to Abraham. The one thing that was valuable to him was his son, Isaac. And even Isaac he was ready to sacrifice.

Here, Solomon says that if you honor the Lord by giving away your greediness and selfishness, your barns will be filled.

Proverbs 3:11, 12
 

My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

The writer of Hebrews would go on to say that if you’re constantly getting away with sin, you’re not a son at all (12:8). Therefore, if you’re being corrected, say, “Thank You, Lord. This proves You love me because You’re spending an awful lot of time on me!”

Proverbs 3:13–15
 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

When Solomon said wisdom was better than gold, he certainly knew what he was talking about because so much gold did he have, that even silver was rendered worthless in his kingdom (1 Kings 10:21).

Proverbs 3:16–18
 

Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

It was the tree of life in the Garden of Eden from which Adam and Eve were to eat. Instead, they listened to the lie of Satan and chose to eat from the tree of knowledge. Here, it is as though Solomon uses this reference to encourage us to do what Adam and Eve didn’t—to choose the way of wisdom, to choose the fear of the Lord, to choose life.

Proverbs 3:19, 20
 

The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens. By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.

Just as David cited creation as evidence of God’s majesty (Psalm 19), just as Paul called upon creation as witness of God’s power (Romans 1:20), just as God Himself referred to His creation as proof of His wisdom (Job 38–40), so does Solomon.

Proverbs 3:21, 22
 

My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.

Life to the soul is internal, unseen. Grace to the neck—like the ornament of chapter 1—is external and seen by others. Wisdom and discretion grant both internal and external benefits. They are favourable both in the eyes of God and man (3:4; Luke 2:52).

Proverbs 3:23, 24
 

Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

Our country takes 800,000 pounds of barbiturates to go to sleep at night. Why can’t we, as a nation, sleep? Because we have ignored the wisdom of the Word.

Proverbs 3:25–27
 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.

Don’t sit back when you can do good. Don’t hold back when you can give out.

Proverbs 3:28, 29
 

Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.

Don’t take advantage of a friendship.

Proverbs 3:30
 

Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.

“Don’t strive with a man for no reason,” Solomon says. But, as always, it is Jesus who gives us the final word when He said…

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Matthew 5:38–41


It’s not practical to turn the cheek, to give the coat, to walk the extra mile. But the genius of what Jesus is saying is that the person who refuses to fight back is actually the person in control of the situation. The teachings of Jesus are radical. Entire societies change when people embrace them.

The subcontinent of India was changed simply because Mahatma Gandhi understood this principle. Although he was not a Christian, he embraced the reality of what Jesus taught. Had the Indians fought back, the British would have wiped them out. But the British themselves were defeated by a force more powerful than they: the force of love.

When your friends, parents, children, coworkers, neighbors strike out at you, you have a choice to make: to strike back or turn the other cheek. Don’t worry about getting walked on. You’ll actually see the release of a greater power. Love will prevail.

Proverbs 3:31
 

Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.

Don’t idolize the man of violence. This certainly goes counter to the idolization of action heroes that seem to dominate our entertainment scene.

Proverbs 3:32–35
 

For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.

Both James and Peter pick this up in their epistles…

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. James 4:10


Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 1 Peter 5:6


Let us be those who humble ourselves—so that the Lord doesn’t have to do it for us!

Chapter 4
 

Proverbs 4:1, 2
 

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.

Written by a father to his son, the Book of Proverbs is full of good, fatherly advice. But more importantly, because it was written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, through the Book of Proverbs, the heavenly Father imparts wisdom to all who are called His sons (John 1:12).

Proverbs 4:3–8
 

For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

Solomon exhorts his son to pursue wisdom and understanding. There is a difference between wisdom and understanding. Understanding speaks of facts, principles, and truth. Wisdom is the application of facts, principles, and truth. Although they’re both important, I suggest wisdom is the more important of the two. For example, I would rather know how to most effectively use a nuclear reactor than simply how to build one. Knowledge without wisdom can be dangerous. That is why we need both.

Proverbs 4:9–12
 

She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

“Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip,” David declares (Psalm 18:36). Solomon says the path of wisdom is a path that will never cause one to stumble.

Proverbs 4:13–16
 

Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). There is a progression of sin—from walking, to standing, to sitting, from passing through to spending time, to being comfortable with it. That is why Solomon says, “Don’t even take the first step. Avoid it at all cost.”

Proverbs 4:17
 

For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.

The bread and wine of the Lord’s Table will eliminate the appetite for the bread and wine of wickedness and violence.

Proverbs 4:18, 19
 

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.

We hear a lot about being burned out and about midlife crises. Yet here we read that the path of the just doesn’t burn out—it lightens up. In other words, if you walk with the Lord and embrace the precepts of His Word, although there is no promise that your path will become easier, it will be brighter as you move along.

Proverbs 4:20–23
 

My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

In the 1600s, William Harvey brought about a revolution in medical knowledge when he discovered that blood is pumped by the heart and circulates through the body. Circulate it does—for once every sixty seconds, your blood travels through 70,000 miles of veins, arteries, and capillaries. To do this, your heart beats approximately 100,000 times every single day, an average of two and a half billion times throughout your life.

Keep your heart, Solomon says, for out of it are the issues of life—not only physiologically, but spiritually. The problem man has today is that his heart is spiritually diseased.

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man… Matthew 15:19, 20


From murder to blasphemy—evil originates in the heart.

Proverbs 4:24
 

Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.

As Jesus taught, it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34). Therefore to know how your heart is doing, listen to what your mouth is saying.

Proverbs 4:25
 

Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.

The way to keep your heart is to focus your eyes on the Lord.

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! Matthew 6:22, 23


If your eyes are focused on wickedness, it will pollute your heart. On the other hand, if you keep your eyes on the Lord, if you spend time in the Word and worship Him, you’ll become like Him, for Paul would say that we are changed from glory to even greater glory as we behold the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Proverbs 4:26, 27
 

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

The way to keep your heart is to watch your step…




WATCH YOUR STEP

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 4:26, 27


We all know that sin leads to sorrow. The Word of God expounds it and the experience of life confirms it. “I’ve fallen into sin,” we cry. But in reality, that’s not true. No one falls into sin. We walk into sin one step at a time and all along the way, with every step we take, the Holy Spirit speaks to us, saying, “Ponder the path of your feet. Watch your step. You’re headed for problems and disaster.” But we take one step and then another until finally we are entangled and ensnared.

Consider Eve. How different world history would have been had she not hung around the forbidden tree. Maybe she felt she had it under control, that Satan’s suggestions wouldn’t really affect her. But when she saw that the fruit was pleasant to the eye and good for food, she reached out and took a bite—and plunged all of mankind into depravity. Had she pondered the path of her feet, had she stopped to consider the direction she was walking, she wouldn’t have been in the place where she would succumb to temptation.

In Isaiah 30, the Jews were being attacked by the Assyrians. Worried about their potential destruction, they didn’t seek the Lord, but instead sought counsel from the Egyptians. Through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord came on the scene and said,

Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!
Isaiah 30:1, 2


For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not. But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.
Isaiah 30:15, 16


And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.
Isaiah 30:21


When would the Israelites hear God’s word in their ear? When they stopped, when they put aside their plans, programs, views, and ideas, and said, “Lord, we’re not taking a step apart from Your leading and guiding.”

“Stop, look, and listen.” We teach this to our kids to keep them from running into the street. Spiritually, we need to be taught the same thing. Stop what you’re doing. Don’t take another step. Don’t go in there. Don’t hang around there. Look up. Say, “Lord, You’re with me and I want to cultivate the practice of Your presence in this very moment.”

If you think this is a good word but a little too late because you’ve walked into sinful situations, if you’re already entangled or ensnared in sin, don’t worry—there’s hope for you, too…

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!
Isaiah 52:7


These are, of course, the feet of Jesus. Consider His feet…

I see them walking on the waves of a storm without sinking. This shows He’s in control of whatever situation you may find yourself.

I see the feet of Jesus walking in Samaria. The Jews considered the Samaritans to be half-breeds and, therefore, had nothing to do with them. Not Jesus. In fact, John tells us He must needs go through Samaria (4:4, italics added). To give hope to one woman who had messed up her life (John 4:7–29). Jesus walks where no one else does to bring good news to people who are hurting, to people who are despairing, to people like us.

I see the feet of Jesus walking up Mount Hermon, where He would be transfigured as the glory of His divinity shone through His humanity as proof that He had lived His life perfectly. At that point, I believe He could have launched up into heaven, saying to all of mankind, “You see? It could be done. You could live in obedience. But you chose not to.” Is that what He did? No. The same feet walked down the mountain to find a boy below, tortured by a demon, in need of healing (Mark 9:18). Jesus walked down Mount Hermon to touch people in need, people in bondage, people like us.

Finally, I see the feet of Jesus pinned to the Cross of Calvary. And in the blood that flowed freely from His veins, arteries, and capillaries, there is healing for me. For the times when I have walked into sin, messed up my life, not watched my step, or given heed to God’s Word, Jesus Christ made provision. The blood He shed cleanses from every single sin I’ve ever done. He brings good tidings. He publishes salvation. He reigns.

God reigns. Because of our sin and rebellion, He should rain down anger and wrath upon us. Instead, because of the blood of Jesus, He reigns peacefully and powerfully within any and all who will embrace Him. He’ll bring restoration and renewal to you if you’ll simply ponder the path of your feet and say, “Come into my life, Lord. Cleanse me with Your blood. Reign in my heart. Guide my steps.”




 

Chapter 5
 

Proverbs 5:1–4
 

My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding: That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge. For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two edged sword.

With 1,000 wives and concubines (1 Kings 11:3), Solomon knew what he was talking about when he said, “Stay away from strange women.” He says that they come across as sweet, but the end result is destruction (Matthew 7:13).

Solomon speaks with authority when he says, “Having gone through this myself, let me give you some wisdom. Stay away from those who would seek to seduce you. What seems to be as smooth as silk and as sweet as a honeycomb, in the end, will sting you and bring you down.”

Proverbs 5:5
 

Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell.

As he wrote this, perhaps Solomon was picturing the Valley of Hinnom, the valley outside of Jerusalem, from which came the word “Gehenna,” a name for hell. Originally, it was the place where refuse was burned. In Solomon’s day, it was also the place where children were offered as sacrifices on the incandescent arms of the iron idols of Moloch. No doubt having contributed to idol worship in the nation via the amassing of his many foreign wives and concubines, this must have haunted Solomon all of his days.

“Listen to me, son,” he writes. “I know what I’m talking about. These strange women might look seductive and seem intriguing, but they will lead to your destruction and their paths to Gehenna itself.”

Proverbs 5:6
 

Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.

If you’re wondering what is the best path for life, don’t look to the strange woman because she isn’t even sure of her own perverse path.

Proverbs 5:7–9
 

Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:

Oh, the cruelty of a broken life, a broken heart, a broken home, and a broken body—all the needless results of promiscuity.

Proverbs 5:10–13
 

Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger; And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed, And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!

When your body is ravaged, when your mental and spiritual strength is gone, you’ll say, “Why didn’t I listen to my instructors, why didn’t I take heed to the Word?” Some people insist on going through life pushing doors that say “Pull.” Some people just don’t listen. That’s why over and over again, Solomon says, “You’ll regret the strange woman until the day you die.”

Proverbs 5:14
 

I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.

“I was on the verge of total ruin in the eyes of the congregation,” Solomon says. It has been wisely said that tomorrow is the best reason for doing right today. Yes, there is pleasure in sin for a season (Hebrews 11:25), but the end is destruction. You’ll be ruined and disgraced.

Proverbs 5:15, 16
 

Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.

Taken together, verses 15 and 16 speak of physical intimacy and the children that are, most likely, the result. In verse 15, Solomon says, “Enjoy the refreshment that comes from physical intimacy safeguarded by marriage.” Verse 16 is more correctly translated, “Let not thy fountains be dispersed abroad.…” In other words, “Don’t father children who will be running in the streets because you had no commitment to them.”

God built five very powerful drives into the human body. The most powerful is the need for air followed by the need for water and food. Next is the need for elimination and, finally, the sex drive. God programmed the sex drive to be one of the basic drives of our body. Why? Because it was God’s intention from the very beginning that man be fruitful and multiply so that he could subdue the earth in order to drive back the kingdom of darkness and death and replace it with light and life (Genesis 1:28). The only way that could happen would be if there was a strong drive in man and woman to bear kids.

The logical question, then, is if God wanted physical intimacy to occur only in marriage, why didn’t He create the sex drive to wait to kick in until a man or woman was married? I suggest part of the reason is because it gives us opportunity like nothing else within us to learn to master our flesh through prayer and discipline, which will stand us in good stead throughout eternity. You see, the Lord is ever at work, expanding our perspective presently of where we’ll spend eternity. And saying “No” to our flesh is part of that training.

When the Lord, by His grace, places you in a marriage relationship, you can enjoy that relationship to its fullest extent. But before then, we have an opportunity like no other to draw closer to the Lord, depending upon Him to give us the strength and discipline to remain pure in His sight. If you’re single, how I encourage you to make the most of this time to grow in the Lord in ways you won’t be able to once you’re married.

Proverbs 5:17–21
 

Let them be only thine own, and not strangers’ with thee. Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.

When you’re tempted to go to the strange woman, when you’re tempted to get involved with stuff you know will lead to your own destruction, remember that you’re not alone, for not only is God pondering what you’re doing, but the angels are observing (1 Peter 1:12). Not only that, but there is a great cloud of witnesses, ready to cheer you on to righteousness (Hebrews 12:1). In other words, you are anything but alone!

Proverbs 5:22
 

His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.

If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sin (1 John 1:9). God does indeed completely forgive our sin. The problem is, sin itself brings with it its own repercussions. It’s not that God judges us. That was done on the Cross. But the sin itself causes real heartache. No wonder, then, that Solomon pleads with his son to avoid strange women and the sin that is sure to follow.

Proverbs 5:23
 

He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

Sin diminishes our ability to even take in the Word, which, in turn, makes us vulnerable to more sin (Psalm 119:9).

Chapter 6
 

Proverbs 6:1–5
 

My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. Do this now, my son, deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.

If you’ve loaned someone money or co-signed with someone for a loan, Solomon says, “Don’t go to sleep until you break the deal. Don’t put it off. Don’t sleep on it. Take care of it immediately.” It has been said that the best way to lose a friend is to loan him money. It’s true. Money causes all kinds of tension and hassles. Maybe that’s why Jesus taught us to give—not to loan (Matthew 10:8).

Proverbs 6:6
 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

Solomon points to the ant as the antithesis to the lazy man who lives from loans and handouts. Ants are industrious, incredible little insects that work day and night and are not too proud to gather scraps others have left behind.

In Acts 3, we read of a lame man who begged for money day after day. When Peter and John walked by, they said to him, “Silver and gold have we none.” This is especially intriguing in light of the fact that in Acts 2, we read that the believers sold all their property and possessions and placed the money at the apostles’ feet. Peter and John, therefore, had access to significant amounts of money. Consequently, when they told the lame man they had no silver and gold, I suggest they had no silver and gold for him because his need was not for a handout. His need was to be healed and to walk himself—which he was (Acts 3:8).

Sometimes we have to say to certain people, “For you, we have no silver or gold. In the name of Jesus, stand up and walk. It’s time for you to be stretched and expanded. It’s not going to help you to receive a handout if it keeps you in your crippled condition. You need to stand and walk.”

Proverbs 6:7, 8
 

Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.

Ants are industrious, diligent, and wise. No one needs to crack the whip over them or make them punch a timecard because, with winter on the way, they instinctively realize they need to be busy. Too often, Christians say, “God will provide for me and the Rapture is going to happen soon, anyway. So I don’t have to do anything regarding the future.” This was the attitude of some in the church at Thessalonica. Paul, however, was very straightforward with them when he said, “If you won’t work, you won’t eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10).

The story is told of a farmer’s sons whose job it was to hoe the garden. Someone came by and said, “Why are your sons hoeing your vegetable garden? You don’t need those vegetables. You have a whole farm.

I’m not raising vegetables,” the farmer answered. “I’m raising sons.”

We need to be raised, as well. Solomon says forget the idea of someone coming to your rescue to bail you out. You need to be one who seriously considers the ant. Don’t live to be bailed out via the Rapture. Plan for the winter season. The best way to do this is to live like the Lord is coming back today, but plan like He’s not coming back for a hundred years. If we don’t live like the Lord is coming back today, we’ll fall into sin because it is those who have this hope who purify themselves (1 John 3:3). On the other hand, if we fail to plan ahead, we are outsmarted by an ant.

Proverbs 6:9–11
 

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.

Part of the problem in our society is laziness. Here, Solomon says, “How long will you remain in your sluggish condition?” This applies both to spiritual poverty for lack of devotion and financial poverty for lack of an expenditure of energy. The most tiresome thing in the world is to not work because you never get to stop and relax. Work hard. Plan ahead—and then trust that what the Lord sends your way will be what He intends for you.

Proverbs 6:12–15
 

A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.

The idea of winking with your eyes, speaking with your feet, and teaching with your fingers speaks of doubletalk—you’re saying one thing but meaning another. Watch out for dreamers, but also for schemers. There is not a way to get rich without applying ourselves because God’s purpose is to develop us.

Proverbs 6:16
 

These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

God is a God of love, but Solomon will tell us seven things He hates. And if God hates them, so must we.

Proverbs 6:17–19
 

A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

All of these things are acts and declarations of independence. All of these say, “I’m going to solve that problem. I can spin the truth. I can take care of it with my clever speech, killer instinct, my running here, my manipulating there.”

God hates this kind of thinking because He wants us to be totally dependent upon Him. “If you’re dependent upon Me,” He says, “I’ll see you through. Don’t try to make it happen in your own energy. Trust in Me. Look to Me. Lean on Me. I hate pride because I know what it will do to you. It will limit what I could give to you, work through you, and do for you.”

Proverbs 6:20–25 (a)
 

My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. Lust not after her beauty in thine heart…

Jesus said lust in the heart is the same in the eyes of the Lord as committing the act. Initial temptation is not sin, for we read that even Jesus was tempted (Hebrews 4:15). It is when we cultivate a temptation in our heart and play it out in our mind that we err greatly—just as if we were involved in the activity.

Proverbs 6:25 (b)–29
 

…neither let her take thee with her eyelids. For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.

So common is this understanding that even the world knows that he who plays with fire gets burned. And the understanding is the same for believer and non-believer alike. The believer who gets burned, however, is doubly foolish because he not only knows this to be true, but is promised an escape from the temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13).

Proverbs 6:30, 31
 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.

It’s understandable if a man steals because he’s starving. But he is nonetheless required to make restitution. Seven is the number of perfection or completeness throughout Scripture. Therefore, his restitution is to be complete.

Proverbs 6:32–35
 

But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts.

In Genesis 5:2, we read that God called both Adam and Eve “Adam” because in the marriage relationship, two really do become one. Physical intimacy results in the merging of two spirits. That is why sex outside of marriage is so destructive. When each person inevitably goes his way, something is irretrievably lost because each person walks away with a part of the other.

Chapter 7
 

Proverbs 7:1–3
 

My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.

We all know of antiquated laws that make it illegal to whistle in the bathtub or to shake hands while wearing gloves. Unlike these and other laws of men, God’s Law is relevant to any culture at any time. It never needs revising or updating.

Proverbs 7:4, 5
 

Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words.

The first nine chapters of Proverbs deal with two subjects: wisdom and women. Solomon’s instruction is to go for wisdom and to flee from the evil woman.

Proverbs 7:6–20
 

For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.) So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him, I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows. Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee. I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves. For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.

Who is the evil woman? In the case before us here in chapter 7, she’s one who returns from temple worship saying, “I’ve been looking forward to talking with you. My husband isn’t here. He took his checkbook and is gone on a journey. Could we spend some time together?”

Proverbs 7:21–27
 

With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

You can almost hear the cry of Solomon as one who has experienced these things, shouting, “Run! Resist!” The irony is that here is a woman who has spent time in fellowship, paying her vows, keeping the commandments of the Lord. And yet she seeks to ensnare this man. This happens not infrequently. People can leave a time of worship and study and somehow feel that, because they’re right with the Lord, they can compromise their standards. For example, we can share things we learn in Bible study with someone from the opposite sex, but unknowingly and sometimes imperceptibly, we find ourselves getting involved in inappropriate ways.

What’s the solution? The first step is awareness. We must be aware that, just because we’ve been in church, we’re not insulated from being susceptible to this type of sin. In fact, it can make you even more vulnerable in certain ways.

Second, I believe it is expressly for protection for this kind of sin that Paul says if a woman has a question concerning something that is said in church, she’s to ask her husband (1 Corinthians 14:35). It’s always best for women to ask their husbands concerning spiritual matters. If you’re not married, ask an older sister. If your husband isn’t a Christian, ask him anyway. I know men who are part of the fellowship right now because their wives asked them spiritual questions and they themselves were driven to study the Word and to ask other brothers. And in so doing, they were saved in the process.

Jesus said that wherever a man’s treasure is, there will his heart be also (Luke 12:34). If a woman pours out her treasure to a brother, suddenly, inevitably, treasure is transferred. Instead of going home and pouring out her heart to her husband, she poured it out to this individual and in so doing, planted the seeds of a potential for a relationship that will lead to problems and difficulty.

The Holy Spirit will show you when you’re crossing a line. Be oh, so sensitive to His leading. It may seem initially preposterous and impossible that you are courting problems through a seemingly simple friendship. But many have been wounded. Many strong men have fallen. And not one of us is immune. That’s why Solomon spends so much time saying, “Be careful.”

Is there someone in your life who takes a more important role than he or she should, anyone who is dependent upon you, or upon whom you’re dependent? Is there anyone whose path crosses yours more than necessary? Is there anyone interested in you that shouldn’t be? Run for your life. Put up a barrier. Do what it takes. If the Holy Spirit is leading, listen to His leading. When the Lord wants to change my mind or change my heart or change my ways, I initially want to change the subject. But it is the wise man, the wise woman who listens and determines to do the wise thing.

Chapter 8
 

Not all of the women in Proverbs are evil, for here wisdom is personified as a woman…

Proverbs 8:1–5
 

Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.

It has been wisely said that many people might have attained wisdom had they not assumed they already had it. One of the keys to becoming a wise individual is to hear the cry of wisdom. To be teachable is an absolute prerequisite to being made wise. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,” Jesus said, “for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). It is not the one who sits back and thinks he knows it all, but the one who hungers and thirsts to be taught, to be instructed, to be guided by wisdom who will grow.

Here, wisdom cries out, “Simple ones, foolish ones, come to me.” And it is the wise individual who accepts the invitation.

Proverbs 8:6–9
 

Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge.

Strong words are used by weak people. We do not need to be those who strengthen our words by profane statements.

For topical study of Proverbs 8:6–9, see “The Plague of Profanity.” 

Proverbs 8:10–12
 

Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.

According to Colossians 2:3, Jesus is not only the source of all wisdom, but the very essence of wisdom.

Proverbs 8:13 (a)
 

The fear of the LORD is to hate evil…

Again, to fear God speaks of devotion to Him and a dread of sin.

Proverbs 8:13 (b)
 

…pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

The essence of pride is found in the middle letter of the word: I.

Proverbs 8:14–17
 

Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.

Wisdom, seen completely in the Person of Jesus, says, “I love them that love Me and those who seek Me early shall find Me.” It was early in the day that the manna fell from heaven. But, as the sun came out and began to beat down upon the earth, the manna melted. I find the same thing to be true spiritually. If I’m not in the Word, gaining wisdom from morning manna, as the day goes on, the manna just isn’t there in the same way. That is why the wise man seeks the Lord early in the day—and not only early in the day, but early in the situation.

You see, our Lord is a perfect Gentleman. He doesn’t force His way in. Rather, He’ll let us try and work out a situation until we become exasperated and finally call upon Him. That is why the wise man seeks the Lord early in any given situation—and not only early in the situation, but early in life.

After the age of thirty-five, the odds of a person becoming a born-again believer are said to be 1 in 50,000. After the age of forty-five, they’re 1 in 300,000. After the age of seventy-five, they’re 1 in 700,000. Why? Because the more a person resists the Spirit, the harder his heart becomes. Therefore, seek the Lord early in the day. Seek Him early in the situation. Seek Him early in life.

Proverbs 8:18, 19
 

Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.

“Ask whatever you will and I’ll give it to you,” the Lord said to Solomon. Realizing the responsibility of being a king, Solomon asked for wisdom. And the Lord said, “Because you didn’t ask for riches, honor, health, or victory over your enemies, I’ll give you wisdom and all these other things, as well” (see 2 Chronicles 1:10–12). Therefore, when he said wisdom is better than gold, Solomon spoke with the authority of one who had both.

Proverbs 8:20, 21
 

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

As opposed to the way of the world as illustrated through the Book of Ecclesiastes, here Solomon writes that the wisdom of the Lord gives substance, weight, and stability to those who pursue it.

Proverbs 8:22–31
 

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men.

It was as a triune Being that, at creation, God said, “Let us make man in our image” (Genesis 1:26, italics added). Just as wisdom speaks of its presence at creation, Jesus was present at creation, not as a spectator, but as the architect (Ephesians 3:9; Hebrews 1:2; Colossians 1:16). Not only was Jesus present at creation, but it was for His pleasure that all things were created (Revelation 4:11). Therefore, we fulfill the very reason for our creation when we bring pleasure to Him.

Proverbs 8:32–36
 

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.

“Whoso findeth me, findeth life.” God declares that He will be found by those who seek Him (Jeremiah 29:13). Why? Because it is actually a two-way search. We don’t find God. He finds us—as He did the lost sheep (Matthew 18:11–13). With this kind of God, no wonder Solomon says blessed is the man who waits at the door to hear instruction, who comes in “before school” so as not to miss a word.




THE PLAGUE OF PROFANITY

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 8:6–9


Several years ago, astronaut Michael Collins said that the average man speaks 25,000 words on any given day, while the average woman speaks 30,000. “The problem is,” he said, “I speak my 25,000 while I’m at work, but my wife doesn’t start her 30,000 until I get home.” As people, we have a tendency to talk—a lot! So the Bible talks a lot about that tendency.

“Let every man be swift to hear and slow to speak,” James writes (1:19). In other words, because we have two ears and one mouth, we should be twice as ready to listen as we are to talk.

“In the multitude of words, there lacketh not sin,” Solomon will say (Proverbs 10:19). That is, the more you speak, the more vulnerable you are to saying something you wish you hadn’t.

It has been said that a wise man speaks when he has something to say whereas a foolish man speaks just to say something. So the Bible encourages us to be careful about the quantity of our speech. But it has much more to say about the quality of our speech…

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Ephesians 4:29


But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Colossians 3:8


But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.
James 3:8–13


Filthy communication is to be far from us. Yet we live in a society that is plagued by profanity. And all too often, we either tolerate or even participate in profanity.

There is a difference between profanity and blasphemy. Blasphemy is using the Lord’s name in vain, causing His name to be bantered about in an ungodly, unrighteous way. Profanity, on the other hand, is the use of filthy, foul, coarse words. In 1940, Clark Gable shocked the world when, in the movie, Gone with the Wind, he said, “Frankly, my dear. I don’t give a damn.” People couldn’t believe that the movie industry would have the audacity to insert a word like “damn” into a movie. Look how far we’ve fallen.

In considering the preponderance of profanity that seems to plague our culture, I would like us to look at the stupidity of it, the spirit behind it, and the solution for it.

The Stupidity of Profanity


When you get right down to it, profanity is really stupid…

You’re putting together a bookshelf, and suddenly as you’re hammering, you miss the nail and pound your thumb. So you let out with a curse. But, in so doing, you’re cursing the very project you’re trying to complete. You’re slowing down the very process and actually working against yourself.

The Bible has much to say about the power of the words we speak…

Death and life are in the power of the tongue…
Proverbs 18:21 (a)


How much better it would be to stop and pray, “Lord, this bookshelf is not coming together. Please give me the skill and patience to complete it.” The power of life and death are in the tongue. Therefore, why not use our tongues to speak life?

The Spirit Behind Profanity


Why do people curse? What is the spirit behind it? Jesus gives us insight concerning this…

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
Matthew 5:33–37


Newer translations render the last phrase, “for whatsoever is more than these comes from the evil one.” In other words, anything more than Yes or No comes from the evil one. Although Jesus is not speaking directly about profanity, He gives us insight that will help us understand the source behind it. In essence, Jesus was saying, “I want to develop disciples who will not have to go around saying, ‘I swear it’s true’ or, ‘I’ll take an oath by Jerusalem, the holy city, that what I’m saying is correct.’ ”

Jesus is saying, “You don’t need to fortify your words with oaths, but rather be people who simply say Yes or No. Let your word be as good as gold. Mean what you say. Anything more than that comes from the evil one. If you have to strengthen your words with an oath of some sort, it’s because you lack integrity in your speech.”

How does this apply to profanity? To prove how angry they are, some people let loose with a string of curse words. To prove their manliness, some guys use profanity constantly. But the truly wise individual, the truly strong individual has no need to prove himself through profanity.

Why would Satan be interested in getting us to learn the language of profanity? Following are four reasons…

First, profanity desensitizes people to the reality of eternity. Not long ago, when someone talked about damnation, people listened carefully because they knew it spoke of eternal destruction. Not long ago, talking about hell made an impact because people knew it was a real place. But today you hear “damn” or “hell” so frequently that those words have lost all meaning. Satan did the same thing with Red Evil fireworks. He made himself a comical character with a red suit, pitchfork, and pointed tail. He became laughable so that people wouldn’t take him seriously. And he does the same thing with profanity.

Second, profanity debases the human body. The bulk of profanity deals with bodily parts or intimate activity. Why would the enemy be interested in this? Psychologists are not saying that, rather than enhancing sexuality, pornography and profanity actually erode it. In this way, Satan actually weakens the marriage bond and eventually destroys the family.

Third, profanity deflates the boldness to witness. If Satan can get you involved in using profanity even occasionally, when you want to talk to someone about Jesus, he’ll be right in saying, “How could you—who just told that joke, who just said that word—talk about Jesus?” Thus, your lips are sealed.

Finally, profanity demotes character at the price of being popular. “I’ve got to be profane occasionally or else how can I fit in with the boys?” some say. God did not call us to be “good old boys,” gang. He called us to be godly men. There are plenty of good old boys. We need godly men who will walk in rightness and integrity even in the way they communicate.

The Solution for Profanity


First, confess it as sin. Don’t justify it by saying that everyone does it. Don’t rationalize it by saying you’ve got it under control. Rather, admit it’s wrong and confess it as sin. That’s what Isaiah did.

Isaiah, a godly man, evidently had a problem with his speech…

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips…
Isaiah 6:5 (a)


Here’s a prophet of God who had a problem with the language he used. When Isaiah confessed this sin, an angel placed a hot coal from the altar upon his lips, the place of Isaiah’s problem (Isaiah 6:6, 7). Was this to punish him? No, it was to heal him because the flow of evil was sealed, cauterized at that point.

Second, convert profanity to blessing. “Bless those who curse you,” Jesus said (Matthew 5:44). When someone curses you or some situation is bugging you, don’t curse—but bless.

A man of God was giving a new believer a ride when suddenly, a car swerved in front of him. The man of God was about to say, “Can you believe that jerk?” when the younger brother said, “Lord, we bless that driver in Jesus’ name. Keep him from hurting himself or others.” At that point, the older brother felt about an inch tall because he saw a very real example of what Jesus said we are to do.

How much richer it is to start blessing instead of cursing. Convert the curse into a blessing.

Finally, confront profanity in love. You might be in a situation where people are constantly cursing or being profane. Confront it in love—not as a puritanical Pharisee, not as a Victorian prude, but just allow blessing and life to freely flow where there is cursing and death. Where there is pollution, offer praise. When I hear people taking the Lord’s name in vain, I say, “Isn’t He good? Don’t you just love Him?” And many times, the speaker says, “I didn’t even realize I was saying that.”

Profanity: Confess it as sin. Convert it to blessing. Confront it in love. And in so doing, you’ll be walking in wisdom.




 

Chapter 9
 

Chapter 9 issues an invitation for people to come and enroll in the college of wisdom…

Proverbs 9:1–6
 

Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table. She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled. Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.

In this college of wisdom, the only tuition required is simply the desire to become wise. Knowledge is not enough. Knowledge deals solely with facts. Wisdom is the application of facts. The world has plenty of knowledge. What we need is wisdom.

Proverbs 9:7, 8
 

He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.

If you’re enrolling in the college of wisdom, it would do you well to remember that criticism is one of the courses. A wise man appreciates criticism. A foolish man resents it and puts up walls when he hears it. Author Norman Vincent Peale said that the trouble with us is that we would rather be destroyed by compliments than saved by criticism. Most people would rather hear compliments than the instruction and wisdom of criticism.

Proverbs 9:9–11
 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased.

Wisdom begins with the fear of God. And, as we have seen, the fear of God is to hate evil (Proverbs 8:13).

In his epic poems, Homer talked about the island where sirens—beautiful women with beautiful voices—sang. So melodic and haunting were their voices that sailors would head toward their island only to dash their ships on the rocks and perish in the process. Determined to hear the sirens without perishing, Ulysses commissioned a ship to sail to the isle of the sirens. Approaching the island, he instructed the sailors to put wax in their ears and to tie him securely to the mast. I see that tendency in myself sometimes. I know certain things are wrong, so I bind myself with the cords of legalism, rules, and regulations to keep me from doing them. But there’s a better way…

A second Greek hero wanted to sail past the island of the sirens. He was a talented musician named Orpheus. When his ship approached the island of the sirens, the sailors steered toward it. But when he took out his flute and began to play, so beautifully did he play that the sailors became so fascinated by his song that they lost interest in the song of the sirens and sailed by safely.

Who is our Orpheus? Jesus Christ. Therefore, we don’t have to bind ourselves or others with rules and regulations. The fear of the Lord is to love Him, to hear His song so clearly that the siren song of sin is drowned out completely.

Proverbs 9:12–16
 

If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it. A foolish woman is clamourous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, To call passengers who go right on their ways: Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,

“Whoso is simple, let him turn in thither,” wisdom cried in verse 4. Here, in verse 16, we see the foolish woman echoing the same words. The student who enrolls in the school of wisdom—even though the course load may be demanding and humbling, graduates a wise person. The student who enrolls in the sweeter, counterfeit school of the foolish, graduates a fool.

Proverbs 9:17, 18
 

Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.

There is no denying that sin is pleasant for a season (Hebrews 11:25). But there is also no denying that its end is always destruction (Proverbs 14:12).

Chapter 10
 

In chapter 10, we come to the proverbs themselves. Having completed his exhortation to get wisdom and to stay away from the strange woman, Solomon begins his series of proverbs—each one a pithy, powerful, practical lesson…

Proverbs 10:1
 

The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.

Generally speaking, mothers are more inclined than fathers to feel the pain of a son who walks foolishly. Fathers, on the other hand, are more inclined to feel proud when their sons do well.

On two occasions in Scripture, we hear the Father in heaven audibly affirming His Son. The first was when Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:17). The second was on the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:35). In baptism, Jesus signified that He was submitting to the plan of His Father that He would die, be buried, and rise again. On the Mount of Transfiguration, it was as He conversed with Moses and Elijah concerning His death that His Father said, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him.”

Nothing delights an earthly father more than a son who will follow in the footsteps of Jesus and say, “I’m dying to my agenda, to my will, to my way. I want to totally please my heavenly Father. And what He says, I will do.” That’s real wisdom.

Proverbs 10:2
 

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.

If you’re living for money, you’ll always need just a little more. Righteousness, on the other hand, will free you from the master of materialism, the slavery of status.

Proverbs 10:3
 

The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked.

In Psalm 37:25, David said, “I have never seen the righteous go begging for bread.” If you choose to walk in rightness, there will be a richness in your soul and provision for your life.

Proverbs 10:4
 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.

If your hand is lazy, you’re going to become poor. Solomon will talk about this over and over again because a man who is hypocritical in his finances will be hypocritical in other areas.

Jesus said if you can’t be trusted with unrighteous mammon, you can’t be trusted with the riches of the kingdom (see Luke 16:11). If you give the Lord not what’s right but only what’s left, you’ll never become what you could have or should have been. Ask Ananias and Sapphira.

Proverbs 10:5
 

He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.

This speaks to us not only occupationally, but also of ministry. In John 4:35, Jesus said, “Don’t say there are four months and then comes the harvest. Lift up your eyes and see that the fields are white to harvest already.” It’s time to harvest, gang. The seed has been planted and watered. People are ready to hear the gospel.

“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” Paul declared. “It is the power of God to salvation to every man who believes” (see Romans 1:16). Don’t be ashamed of the gospel—the powerfully good news that Jesus died on the Cross and rose again and that He’ll come into the heart of any who ask Him. How long has it been since you’ve led someone to Jesus?

Proverbs 10:6, 7
 

Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.

The last words to the space shuttle, Challenger, from Mission Control was, “Challenger, full throttle.”

And the last words of the Challenger astronauts before their death was, “Roger. Full throttle.”

That’s the way I would like to die—full throttle. It’s not the duration of your life that counts. It’s the devotion of your life—how intense you are in serving the Lord and giving yourself to Him—that matters.

Proverbs 10:8, 9
 

The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall. He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.

If you’re walking uprightly, you’re walking safely; but if you’re walking in compromise, you’ll be discovered.

As I was studying one day, I could hear my kids cleaning the garage. “Let’s stuff it under there,” I clearly heard ten-year-old Peter-John say. “Daddy will never look there.” When I inspected the garage an hour later, was he ever shocked to see me look “under there.”

Proverbs 10:10
 

He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall.

This speaks of saying one thing but meaning something else. I think of Judas Iscariot in the Garden of Gethsemane as he kissed Jesus only to betray Him.

Proverbs 10:11, 12
 

The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.

The Hebrew word translated “covereth” is kacah, which means “to overwhelm.” Therefore, this verse means that when we see shortcomings in others, the solution is to overwhelm them with love.

For topical study of Proverbs 10:12, see “Love Covers All.” 

Proverbs 10:13
 

In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding.

Because the mouth speaks from the abundance of the heart (Matthew 12:34), it is not surprising that the wise man speaks wisely. On the other hand, the foolish man unknowingly makes himself a target for the rod of correction.

Proverbs 10:14–17
 

Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. The rich man’s wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin. He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.

Again, the righteous man is contrasted with the wicked, or foolish man and the picture is that of knowledge, wealth, life, and instruction versus destruction, poverty, sin, and error. Solomon couldn’t have made the contrast more clear.

Proverbs 10:18–21
 

He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise. The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth. The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom.

The more we speak, the more vulnerable we are to sin, and the more likely it is we’ll say something we wish we hadn’t said. Therefore, I believe it would do each of us well to listen more and speak less.

Proverbs 10:22
 

The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

The blessing of chocolate mousse is rich—but there’s sorrow that comes with it! Not so with the blessing of the Lord. Everything He does for us, to us, and in us is for our benefit—and there are no regrets afterward.

Proverbs 10:23, 24
 

It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom. The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted.

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart,” David declares (Psalm 37:4). What do you desire? If you’re delighting in God, follow your heart, for it is He who placed those desires there in the first place.

Proverbs 10:25
 

As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation.

In Psalm 1, we read that the godly man is like a tree planted by the rivers of water that brings forth fruit. The ungodly man, however, is like the chaff which the wind drives away. The godly man is planted firmly while the ungodly man is blown away.

Proverbs 10:26
 

As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him.

In other words, if you send a lazy employee on an errand, his laziness will irritate you.

Proverbs 10:27
 

The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.

Newer translations render this verse “The fear of the LORD prolongs a day.” How many of us wish we had more hours in our day! I think of Joshua doing battle against the enemies of Israel. When he cried to the Lord, the Lord prolonged the day. The sun stood still until the victory was won (Joshua 10:13).

Could it be that the reason our days get away from us is because most of the time we operate in the fear of man rather than in the fear of the Lord? The fear of man is what people demand or expect of our time, our reputation, our image. I suggest we could find a whole bunch more time in our days and nights if we would operate in the fear of the Lord—concerned not so much with what men think but with what the Lord says.

Proverbs 10:28–30
 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish. The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.

Our society says just the opposite. Our society says, “Manipulate the situation. Be aggressive. Assert yourself. Do whatever it takes to reach the top.” But the Word says, “the meek, the righteous shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). The most potent force on the planet today is meekness. Meekness is literally strength under control.

“Happy are the meek,” Jesus said. “They’re the ones who will inherit the earth.” The one who turns his cheek when he’s been hit and doesn’t retaliate, the one who walks the extra mile when he’s commanded to walk one, the one who throws in the shirt off his back when he’s asked for his jacket is the one in control of the situation. The strong one is the one who doesn’t defend himself.

Proverbs 10:31, 32
 

The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out. The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness.

Frowardness in this case means rebellion. The words of the wicked invariably cause tension and trouble. But the words of the righteous are always helpful because, rather than be conformed to the world, they are transformed, and thus know what is acceptable to God (Romans 12:2).




LOVE COVERS ALL

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 10:12


Some people say the Bible is too complicated to comprehend, too difficult to understand. Maybe this is in part due to the fact that the Jewish rabbis tell us there are seven hundred thirty-six rules and regulations written in the Law of Moses. But as you progress through a Bible, in a sense, it becomes simpler for by the time you get to Psalm 15, the seven hundred thirty-six rules and regulations are reduced to about eleven. Then, traveling on to the Book of Micah, we find that the Lord inspired him to make it simpler still: to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God (6:8). Then we come to Jesus. In Matthew 22, we read that a group of Pharisees asked Him what is the greatest commandment…

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Matthew 22:37–40


Jesus said all of the law is summed up in loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and loving your neighbor. Yet the Spirit inspired Paul to simplify it even further…

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Galatians 5:13, 14


The entire Old Testament is summed up in love. If you understand that, you have understood the message of the Bible in its entirety. That makes sense because in 1 John 4:16, we are told that God is love. Therefore, all He has for us and all He wants from us is love.

The question comes to mind. That sounds great. But what is love?

Paul would pen the classic definition…

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth…
1 Corinthians 13:4–8 (a)


This is the definition of love. But where is the demonstration?

In Jesus. Replace the word “charity” or “love” with “Jesus,” and you’ll see it’s a perfect fit.

If love is the essence of the message of Scripture, what happens when we put our name in this text? Try it sometime. It’s a good indicator of where you are in your walk.

This kind of love is not only a New Testament concept. It is proclaimed throughout the Bible—as seen in our text. Solomon says love covers all sins. The Hebrew word translated “covereth” is kacah and literally means “to overwhelm.” In other words, love overwhelms, overshadows, and outshines sin. Hatred focuses on sin. Love overwhelms it.

Look with me at this kind of love demonstrated both in Noah’s tent and at Calvary’s Cross…

The storm was over. The flood had subsided.

And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread. And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.
Genesis 9:18–21


Noah was a giant of the faith. He was unquestionably a man of God. Even though he was a man of God, however, he was still a man—with the vulnerabilities of any man. Noah had gone through one hundred-plus years of being strong in faith, righteous in life. When people mocked and attacked him for building his boat, Brother Noah just kept building and preaching and warning. Noah survived the storm that fell upon the earth. He absorbed the accusations of the people on the earth. But it was after the Flood, when things were calm once more that he found himself succumbing to sin.

In that, there’s a warning for us. The greatest struggles don’t seem to occur when you’re really doing battle for the Lord. They occur when things are somewhat routine, when we’re not watching quite as vigilantly. Noah became drunk and he uncovered himself. As is so often the case, alcohol caused him to do something out of character.

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without.
Genesis 9:22


Who saw Noah’s nakedness? His family. Who sees my weaknesses, my mistakes, my nakedness? My family. No one knows us like our earthly families. But I believe this also applies to the family of God. As we work together, travel together, and serve together, we will inevitably become aware of each other’s humanity, frailty, and weaknesses. We are men and women of God—but we are still men and women. And consequently, our carnality will show itself from time to time.

In Noah’s case, Ham began to talk about his father’s nakedness. Why? Perhaps it was due to his insecurity. I have found that when I’m feeling insecure or when I have observed people who are insecure, there can be a tendency to want to expose someone else’s weakness or nakedness. Why? Because if I’m pointing out someone else’s weakness, I don’t seem so bad after all. If I’m putting someone else down, I mistakenly think I’m building myself up. The problem is there are seven things the Lord hates—and one of them is sowing discord among the brethren. That means if I’m talking about the sin I see in a brother or sister, rather than elevating me, I am doing worse than whatever sin I am exposing in them.

Maybe it was insecurity that caused Ham to expose his father. Or perhaps Ham was hoping to cultivate a closer relationship with his brothers. When you talk about someone else’s problem, you feel close to the people you’re talking with. But in reality, Galatians 5 tells us that if you bite and devour one another, you’ll eventually be consumed yourself. Expose someone else’s nakedness, and the people with whom you’re talking will sooner or later turn against you. Galatians 5 teaches it and life proves it to be so.

But notice what Shem and Japheth did:

And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father’s nakedness.
Genesis 9:23


Why did Shem and Japheth put the blanket between their shoulders? I suggest it was because they were aware that people walking outside of the tent might look in and see their father’s nakedness. So, for the sake of those outside the tent, they stretched a covering between them.








We must be oh, so careful that we are not guilty of allowing the world to see the nakedness of our brother, for if they see Christians exposing one another and gossiping about each other, they will walk away from the family of God. Shem and Japheth covered Noah’s nakedness because, although hatred stirs up controversy, love covers all sins.

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
Genesis 9:24–27


Noah awakes, realizes what had happened, and pronounces blessing on Shem and Japheth. But he pronounces a curse on Canaan, the son of Ham. Why was Canaan cursed instead of Ham? I believe it was because, as a son, Ham sinned. Therefore, in his son, he was punished. If you’re a parent, you know how devastating this would be, for you know you would rather absorb the problem yourself than see your son cursed. And yet, in a very real sense, that’s what God the Father was willing to absorb as Jesus hung on the Cross for our sin.

Shem and Japheth modeled the covering of love—but not nearly as fully or as magnificently as Jesus did.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
Colossians 2:13, 14


The most magnificent demonstration of the covering of love is found at Calvary’s Cross. Nailed to the tree was a list, spiritually speaking, of our sins, the mistakes we’ve made, the trespasses we’ve committed. Yet as the spike pierced Jesus’ hand, the blood flowing from His veins covered that list so completely that it could no longer be read. And therein is the ultimate meaning of this verse that says love covers all sin.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
1 John 3:16


If Jesus covered my sin with His blood, what right do I have to uncover or expose anyone else’s sin? It is so wonderful to be a Christian, to realize that the Lord has called us simply to love and to leave the judging to Him. He’ll take care of the problems. Our job is just to love. Let us, therefore, be people who don’t seek to stir up strife, but simply to love. That’s not only our calling, but our privilege.

 

Chapter 11
 

Proverbs 11:1
 

A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.

Measuring was done with weights and balances. The problem was, people would use one set of weights when they were buying and another set when they were selling.

Every day, the farmer delivered a pound of butter to the baker. But the baker began to notice that the pound of butter was becoming smaller and smaller and smaller. “My goodness,” he thought, “I’m being systematically cheated.” So he reported it to the town constable.


The baker and the constable went to the farmer’s farm, where the farmer was accused of shortchanging the baker.

“But the butter I give him weighs one pound,” the farmer insisted.

“What are you using for a weight?” the constable asked.

“The baker’s one-pound loaf of bread,” the farmer replied.

Thus, the baker was caught in his own trap.

It’s interesting how we try to connive to get the best possible deal. That’s the tendency of the human heart. But the Lord doesn’t reward such a tendency. To Him, manipulation is an abomination. This doesn’t only apply to our own businesses or lifestyle, but to spiritual things as well.

You see, there’s something that far outweighs our sin and failure: a tiny piece of bread and a cup of juice. If you’ll come to the Lord’s Table and receive what He did for you on the Cross, you will find that whatever sins you’ve been involved in, whatever stuff you’re struggling with, whatever things you’re bogged down by will be far outweighed by His righteousness.

A just weight is the Lord’s delight. And we are just that because of what Jesus did on the Cross (Romans 3:26).

Proverbs 11:2
 

When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.

“We’ll build a tower that will reach to heaven,” mankind boasted at Babel. But it ended only in confusion (Genesis 11).

“Does the Lord only speak to Moses?” Miriam asked. “Doesn’t He speak to me?” Pride filled her heart and leprosy her body (Numbers 12).

Herod gave a magnificent speech. “He speaks like a god,” the people said. How good Herod must have felt—until a moment later when God struck him dead (Acts 12:21–23).

Throughout Scripture, we see stories of pride and of the shame that invariably follows.

Proverbs 11:3
 

The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.

The Hebrew word translated “integrity” is tummah, the root word of thummim. The Urim and Thummim or, literally “lights and perfection,” were worn on the breastplate of the high priest and gave people direction (Exodus 28). Therefore, if I want direction today, God will make His will known to me if my request is made with integrity. That is, if I go before the Lord, not out of curiosity but with integrity, God will direct me. A lot of times, we want to know God’s will out of curiosity. Then we’ll decide if we’re going to do it or not. Integrity, however, says, “I come to You, today, Lord, not to see what You’ll say, but to do what You say.”

Proverbs 11:4
 

Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.

Righteousness delivers a man both from eternal death to come and from internal death presently—the death of joy, of hope, of peace.

Proverbs 11:5–8
 

The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness. When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth. The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.

The righteous are delivered, the wicked takes his place. We see this happening when the Israelites were crossing the Red Sea. The Lord delivered them by parting the Red Sea—and then the Egyptians took their place in the Red Sea (Exodus 14:28, 29). We see this happening when Haman built a gallows to hang Mordecai on—only to end up hanging himself (Esther 7:10). We see Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego spared in the fiery furnace while those who cast them in were consumed by the heat (Daniel 3:22).

Proverbs 11:9
 

An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.

It was after Jesus wrote in the dust that the accusers of the woman taken in adultery dropped the rocks they were so eager to cast at her. While we can’t be sure what He wrote, the Greek word for “write” implies that it caused them to realize they were in some way guilty of the same sin (John 8:6). If you’re finding fault with another individual, you’re a hypocrite for you are guilty in one way or another of the very thing of which you accuse him. When this understanding really sinks in, the judging stops. When this knowledge takes root, the just are indeed delivered from a critical and judgmental spirit.

Proverbs 11:10, 11
 

When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting. By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

When the wicked perish, there is shouting indeed. When Mussolini was hung, there was great celebration in the streets of Rome. When Nero died, there was partying for weeks in Rome. When Hitler died, the world rejoiced.

Proverbs 11:12
 

He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace.

If you’re lacking wisdom, you’ll despise people. I think of Shimei. Hurling dust at David, he said, “You’re a bloody man,” referring to the death of Uriah.

“Let me lop off his head,” said one of David’s men.

“No,” David said. “God has allowed this” (see 2 Samuel 16).

David showed tremendous wisdom for he realized that, although Shimei was playing the fool, the Lord was allowing him at that point in his life to do something deep within his heart.

Is there someone in your life—perhaps a boss or a neighbor—who is constantly throwing dust at you and reminding you of past failures? If you’re wise, like David, you’ll hold your peace and let the Lord work through him to develop you.

Proverbs 11:13
 

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.

There is no such thing as an idle rumor. When you speak against someone, it comes to life and takes on a life of its own. That is why the wise person chooses to let the rumor die with him rather than continue to give it life by passing it along.

Proverbs 11:14
 

Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

When men climb mountains, they rope themselves together. That way, if one person slips, the others can pull him back up and continue on. So too, we need to be linked to other brothers and sisters. Don’t be a lone ranger in your ministry or in your walk with the Lord. Be open to receiving counsel and input from others. Take advantage of the body. Many people have fallen off the mountain of ministry because they’re not linked to anyone.

Proverbs 11:15
 

He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.

Solomon echoes his warning of chapter 6, saying, “If you’re involved in co-signing and loaning, you’re setting yourself up for problems.”

Proverbs 11:16 (a)
 

A gracious woman retaineth honour…

Deborah was called a mother in Israel because she had grace and walked with the Lord. Sarah was an example for all time because of her submission to Abraham. Esther was one who saved a nation because of her willingness to get involved in intercession. Women, you have a key role to play in the kingdom. A woman who enjoys, radiates, and shares God’s grace will retain honor not just now but in the ages to come.

Proverbs 11:16 (b)
 

…and strong men retain riches.

“When I am weak, then am I strong,” Paul would declare (2 Corinthians 12:10). Who is the truly strong man? Not the macho weightlifter, not the authoritarian who rules with an iron fist. The truly strong man is the one who realizes he’s weak and relies on the Lord. And because he does, all the riches of Christ are his (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Proverbs 11:17
 

The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh.

In Luke 18, Jesus said, “If you give mercy, men will give mercy to you, pressed down and running over.” Show mercy to others and you’ll do your own soul good.

Proverbs 11:18
 

The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.

Death is the wages of sin (Romans 6:23). In other words, sin must be worked at and its payment is death. Righteousness, on the other hand, is not the result of work but the reward of grace (Romans 4:4, 5).

Proverbs 11:19–21
 

As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death. They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight. Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.

Even if the wicked band together, they aren’t able to avoid eventual punishment. On the other hand, even a child of the righteous is safe.

Proverbs 11:22
 

As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.

Trying to be as sensual as she can shows nothing more in a woman than a complete lack of discretion.

Proverbs 11:23
 

The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

Because God is good (Psalm 73:1), it is no wonder that the righteous desire good in their own lives and in the lives of others. How is goodness brought about? By the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23).

Proverbs 11:24, 25
 

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.

How are we made fat, enriched, blessed? Not by hoarding, but by giving; not by keeping but by sharing.

Proverbs 11:26
 

He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.

This speaks of those who would hold their corn until the price was right. When it was at its highest point, they sold it. Here, the Lord says if you do this, people will resent you and curse you for it. But blessing will be upon you if you consider your client, not just considering your own pocket.

If you’re involved in business, this is an important principle. If you give wholeheartedly and are determined to serve people, it will come back to you. But if you’re always trying to manipulate the situation, to extract every penny you can, your business suffers. Sell the corn. Bless the people.

Proverbs 11:27, 28
 

He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.

“I am the vine,” Jesus said. “You are the branches. Abide in me and I in you, for the branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine” (see John 15:4). Any fruit of any value in our lives will only come as we abide in Jesus.

Proverbs 11:29
 

He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart.

“And the Lord said to Noah, ‘Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation’ ” (Genesis 7:1).

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,” Joshua declared (Joshua 24:15).

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy house,” Paul said to the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:31).

Throughout Scripture, we see entire families affected by the decision of one. It is no wonder, then, that the lazy, wicked, or deceitful man will indeed trouble his whole house.

Proverbs 11:30
 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

After Adam and Eve chose to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge, they were driven out of the Garden of Eden lest they eat of the tree of life and remain forever in their sinful state (Genesis 3:22–24). But because Jesus Christ exchanged His righteousness for our sin, eternal life is available once more. And he who not only accepts, but shares that good news is indeed wise.

Proverbs 11:31
 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.

“Lord, we have left all and followed Thee,” Peter said.

“Truly, there is no man who has left house or brethren or sisters or father or mother or wife for My sake or the gospel’s but that he shall receive a hundredfold now in this life and in the world to come eternal life,” Jesus answered. (Mark 10:28–30). God will not be a debtor to any man. If you do what’s right, if you share liberally, bless people, and give generously, you’ll be recompensed not only eternally, but presently.

Chapter 12
 

Proverbs 12:1
 

Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.

Some people don’t want to be educated. They don’t want to be reproved. They don’t want to be corrected. Consequently, they learn the hard way. Because our Father is committed to bringing us into maturity, He’s committed to teaching us. The question is, what will it take for us to learn? Will we learn by being corrected in the Scripture, or will we have to learn by going through brutal times?

“Learn!” wisdom cries out. It’s an opportunity for us to save ourselves a lot of heartache.

Proverbs 12:2
 

A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will he condemn.

It’s not that God will hurl down judgment on the man of wicked devices. It’s simply that He will allow that man’s own wicked devices to backfire on him. As seen in the Book of Judges, if God’s people continually turn their backs on Him, He allows events to cause them to cry out to Him.

Proverbs 12:3
 

A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.

Unlike the wicked man, the root of the righteous goes deep and doesn’t lose ground.

Proverbs 12:4–6
 

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the counsels of the wicked are deceit. The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them.

If you want to be upright, whenever someone is being talked about, remember that Jesus is passionately in love with him. Therefore, come to the defense of the person who is not there to defend himself.

Proverbs 12:7–9
 

The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand. A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised. He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.

The first phrase of verse 9 is better translated, “He that is despised and is a servant.…” In other words, the one who’s willing to take on hard work is better than the one who refuses to stoop down to do such work. One of the wealthiest men I know started out as a garbage man.

Proverbs 12:10
 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

We know that God cares about animals because Jesus said that when even one sparrow falls, the Father knows (Matthew 10:29). Most people have a natural affection for animals. I suggest this is because we are made in the image of God, who has affection for His creation.

Proverbs 12:11
 

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.

Keep plowing the soil of the Scriptures. Keep planting the seed of the gospel. Keep reading. Keep studying. Even if it seems to be dry and meaningless, if you keep at it, you’ll be well-nourished.

Proverbs 12:12–14
 

The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble. A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man’s hands shall be rendered unto him.

When you share something good with someone else, that sweet taste is in your own mouth. When you do good, you yourself are satisfied.

Proverbs 12:15
 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

A fool always thinks he’s right, but the one who shows real wisdom is the one who listens to advice.

Proverbs 12:16–18
 

A fool’s wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit. There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.

When you see certain people coming, you grab your shield because you know they’re going to say something that hurts. When you see others coming, however, you know you’re going to feel better because they bring with them words of healing and refreshment.

Proverbs 12:19
 

The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

If we believed that every time we manipulated the truth we would eventually be found out, how different our speech would be.

Proverbs 12:20
 

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace is joy.

There are those who imagine, or plan, how to do evil—how to get ahead at the expense of everyone else. If you want to have a joyous day, however, imagine, or plan, ways to bring peace to the lives of others.

Proverbs 12:21, 22
 

There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mischief. Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.

If you have a tendency to lie, kneel before the Lord and ask Him to search your heart and to show you the areas where you have a tendency to twist the truth. And then confess it to Him. Confession is more than saying, “Lord, forgive me for all the wrong I did today.” Confession literally means to say the same thing God says. In other words, true confession says, “yes, Lord, I lied there. I didn’t communicate truthfully there. I exaggerated there. It’s wrong.” Confession doesn’t mean promising you’ll never do something again, for you can’t make that kind of promise. It simply means to say the same thing God says. And, as I confess my sins consistently, slowly but surely I become free from them.

Proverbs 12:23, 24
 

A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness. The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute.

“The slothful shall be under tribute” or, literally, “taxed.” If you find work taxing, it could be because you’re slothful. The slothful person will always feel tired because the reward for expending energy is more energy. Conserving energy will actually diminish energy—physically, mentally, and spiritually.

Proverbs 12:25 (a)
 

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop…

Heaviness in the heart of a man makes it stoop. This is true not only figuratively but literally because we know that many heart problems are directly related to stress.

Proverbs 12:25 (b)
 

…but a good word maketh it glad.

In Philippians 1:10, Paul says we are to approve things that are excellent and everyone has within him at least one quality to approve. Therefore, giving a good word not only brightens the heart of the hearer, but fulfills the role of the speaker. As a result, both hearts are made glad.

Proverbs 12:26, 27
 

The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them. The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.

The slothful man stalks his game. He fires his shot. He likes the chase, the excitement, the adventure. But he doesn’t like dressing the animal or building a fire to roast it because those jobs are tedious. In the same way, many preachers spend hours in preparation but only moments in prayer. In the Word, prayer is often symbolized by fire. Therefore, in your own Bible study, make sure you “cook” what you find in the fire of prayer. We can be intrigued by theology, interested in systematic study, amazed by God’s truths practically. But if the Word isn’t cooked in our own hearts by the passion of prayer, our study and preparation is only half-baked. Anyone can hunt and make the kill. Only the committed will bother to do the real work of roasting it. May God give us substance by making us diligent in all we do.

Proverbs 12:28
 

In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.

In the way of righteousness is life—abundant life presently (John 10:10) and life in heaven eternally (John 3:16). The problem is, we’re not righteous. Therefore, the provision of righteousness to sinners, the gift of abundant, eternal life to people like us, is the very essence of the gospel…

For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Romans 5:17–19


Chapter 13
 

Proverbs 13:1
 

A wise son heareth his father’s instruction: but a scorner heareth not rebuke.

It has been observed that if you are reluctant to receive the rebuke of man, you will also be reluctant to receive the rebuke of your Father in heaven. I think of the wisest Son of all—Jesus Christ. “I always do the things which please My Father,” He said (see John 8:29). What a statement. Wouldn’t it be radical if we could end even a single day saying, “Everything I did today pleased my Father in heaven”?

In the 1650s, as Brother Lawrence washed dishes in a monastery he was in constant communion with the Father. So radical and real was his relationship with the Lord that people came from all over Europe just to wash dishes with him. In the 1930s another man, Frank Laubach on the Philippine island of Mindanao had a revolutionary, widely impacting ministry because, at the age of forty, he made a commitment to check in with the Father every fifteen to thirty minutes. I wonder how it would affect the way we use our time if, every half-hour, we said, “Father, am I on course? Is what I’m doing right now pleasing to You?” I wonder how many times we’d have to turn off the television, walk out of the movie, or reschedule our plans for the week.

“I always do the things that please My Father,” Jesus said. He was a wise Son, indeed.

Proverbs 13:2
 

A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.

What you speak to others affects your own spirit. If you speak encouragement, you’ll be encouraged. If you speak blessing, you’ll be blessed. When you speak a good word to someone else, your own soul is warmed, nourished, and satisfied. Conversely, if you speak critically or cynically, something dies inside.

Proverbs 13:3
 

He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.

President Calvin “Silent Cal” Coolidge was asked why he spoke so little. “I never have regretted anything I didn’t say,” he answered. How true. We often regret what we do say, but rarely what we don’t say. That is why James said it is better to be a listener than a talker (James 1:19).

It would do us well first to think about what we’re about to say…

T is it truthful?


H is it helpful?


I is it inspiring?


N is it needful?


K is it kind?

 

If what you’re speaking is all of those things, go ahead and speak. Otherwise, keep quiet.

Proverbs 13:4
 

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.

Although the sluggard may have desires, plans, and dreams, they never come to fruition because he’s lazy. The recipe for failure is to wait for someone else to make things happen for you.

Proverbs 13:5
 

A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame.

Notice that Solomon says a righteous man hates lying—not that he doesn’t lie. Missionary and author, E. Stanley Jones said, “Don’t call me a Christian. Call me a Christian in the making.” It’s a long process. But where does it start? Simply by wanting to do what’s right, by having the heart to be right. A righteous man hates sin, but it doesn’t necessarily mean he’ll be perfectly mature and have complete victory in his life at all times. Don’t get discouraged. You’re a Christian in the making. And it’s a long process. At least, for me it is!

Proverbs 13:6, 7
 

Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the sinner. There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.

To the church at Laodicea, Jesus said,

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. Revelation 3:17, 18


There are those with nothing who think they’re rich and those who have everything but think they’re poor. What we need is not more dollars, but more sense. We need sense to see our poverty that we might be rich. “Blessed are the poor in Spirit,” Jesus said, “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). The person who thinks he has not need is the one who is poor, while the person who realizes he’s poor and needy is the very one who will inherit the kingdom.

Proverbs 13:8
 

The ransom of a man’s life are his riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke.

A man who’s wealthy, feels like he’s protected. He thinks no trouble can come to him that he can’t buy his way out of. But it is often his riches that lead to trouble in the first place. I think of Abraham and Lot. These two men had to part ways simply because “their substance was great.” That is, so great was their wealth that one plot of land couldn’t support both of them (Genesis 13:6).

“You might think riches protect you,” Solomon says, “but, in reality, if you’re poor, you don’t have to deal with the division and strife that comes with them.”

Proverbs 13:9, 10
 

The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.

Whenever there is contention, the root reason is pride. Someone is envious of another, feels intimidated by another, or is hurt by another. What is the cure? Paul’s was simply to die daily (1 Corinthians 15:31).

Proverbs 13:11
 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.

A couple of years ago, an economist wrote a book entitled, The Quick Story of the Fast Buck. It only had six words: “Here it is. There it goes.” That’s what Solomon’s saying. If you’re living to make a fast buck by not working, your wealth won’t last. But he that labors with integrity shall increase.

Proverbs 13:12
 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.

God makes a promise. Faith believes it. Hope anticipates it. And patience waits quietly for it. That is the divine pattern we see in the pages of Scripture. Abraham was called the father of faith. Yet the Bible says it was only after he patiently endured that he obtained the promise (Hebrews 6:15). When the promise is fulfilled, however, what a joy it is. Even if it takes years, hang in there, gang. Be like Abraham and eventually your Isaac—or literally “Laughter”—will be birthed, as well.

Proverbs 13:13
 

Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.

This isn’t a threat by an angry God. It’s a warning from a loving Father. If you despise the Word, you’ll be wiped out, you’ll pay an awful price. Noah was a preacher of righteousness who, through the building of his ark, preached that judgment was at hand. But the people evidently ignored his message, and, because they did, they were destroyed. When Moses warned Pharaoh time after time of the tragedy that would come upon his people if he didn’t heed God’s Word, Pharaoh ignored the word Moses gave him. And his nation suffered heartbreaking consequences.

Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh (John 1:14). And if you ignore Him, you’ll be destroyed eternally, for those who have Him have life (1 John 5:12) whereas those who don’t believe on Him have only the wrath of God (John 3:36).

Proverbs 13:14, 15
 

The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

Verse 15 is one I taught my kids from a very early age. The way of the transgressor is hard. That’s why this book is written—to keep you from going down that path. The way of the transgressor is brutal—but good understanding gives favor. Daniel was a man who had good understanding and found favor in the sight of the king. He understood God, for he purposed in his heart that he wouldn’t defile himself by eating the king’s meat and wine. The result was that the king saw Daniel was healthier than those who ate at his own table (Daniel 1:8, 15). Contrast Daniel with Judas Iscariot who ended up hanging himself (Matthew 27:5).

You and I will experience great hurt, real pain, all kinds of unnecessary problems if we transgress the Word of the Lord.

Proverbs 13:16, 17
 

Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly. A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health.

We are messengers, for Jesus has entrusted us with the message of the gospel, the good news of salvation (Mark 16:15).

In 2 Kings 5, we read of a Syrian man of power and importance named Naaman who was plagued with leprosy. He heard about a man of God named Elisha and came to meet him. Elisha, however, sent his servant, Gehazi, saying, “Go tell Naaman to dip seven times in the Jordan and he’ll be healed.”

Upon hearing this, Naaman was angry. “Elisha didn’t even come to meet me,” he fumed. “And now he’s telling me to dip in this muddy river? I’m not interested.”

“Wait a minute,” his servants said. “What do you have to lose?”

Naaman took their advice and, when he came out of the river, his leprosy was gone. He immediately went to meet with Elisha, saying, “Let me give you silver and fine clothes. Let me reward you for what you’ve done for me.”

Elijah, however, refused Naaman’s offer, and Naaman headed back to Syria. But Gehazi caught up with him and told him that Elisha had a change of mind, that he would accept some silver and fine clothes to give to his students. He took Naaman’s silver and clothes, intending to keep them for himself. Upon his return, however, not only was Gehazi confronted by Elisha, who knew what he had done—but he was struck with leprosy, as well.

“Freely you have received. Freely give,” Jesus said (Matthew 10:8). It’s the wicked messenger who, like Gehazi, manipulates the message for his own selfish gain. This applies to every one of us. When we share and witness is it simply because of our love for Jesus? Or is it because we want something out of it—a testimony to share Sunday night, a notch to place in our Bible, a proof of our own spirituality? All kinds of subtle things can creep into our hearts oh, so easily. And we can become wicked messengers ourselves.

As you share the gospel, make sure you’re doing it as a faithful messenger, a faithful ambassador, because of the work God has done in your own life. “It’s the love of Christ that constrains me,” Paul said (see 2 Corinthians 5:14). In other words, “Jesus loves me so much, has shown such grace and kindness to me, has done so much for me that I can do nothing but tell others about Him.” We have a message, gang: “Jesus loves you. Your sins are forgiven.” And we must share it faithfully.

Proverbs 13:18, 19 (a)
 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured. The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul…

Completing a project is indeed sweet to us. The ultimate project is the Lord’s work on and in our lives, fashioning us into the image of His Son. In Psalm 17:15, David says, “I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness.” In other words, “I’ll know the work is complete when I’m just like You.”

Here’s the irony: In this journey we’re on with our Lord, the closer we get to Him and the more we walk with Him, the greater our realization that we are very far from what we should be. It was when he realized he was in the presence of the Messiah that Peter fell at His feet and said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8). And it was when Isaiah saw the Lord that he said, “Woe is me for I am undone” (Isaiah 6:5).

We say, “Lord, I want to be like You.” And yet, as we walk with Him, we realize more and more how far we are from being like Him. But guess what. The day of completion is coming, for when we see Jesus, we’ll be instantaneously transformed into His image (1 John 3:2). In the meantime, I’m a Christian in the making. So are you. I’m a long way from being a true Christian—a true “little Christ.” And yet the project will be completed—and when it is, it will be sweet to the soul, indeed.

Psalm 13:19 (b)
 

…but it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

It is the foolish man who says, “It’s too hard to walk with Jesus. I’ll just keep on in my course of evil because it’s easier to be a sinner.”

Proverbs 13:20
 

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.

We become like the people with whom we spend time. We read in 1 Samuel 22:2 that a group of men who were in debt and discontented, gathered themselves around David. Over the course of years, this ragtag group of renegades became a group of mighty men because, as they hung out with David, they became like him (2 Samuel 23:8). The same can be true of us because if we hang out with the Son of David, the Greater than David, Jesus Christ, we’ll begin to take on His characteristics, His flavor. If we spend time with those who love the Lord, we grow in wisdom and are strengthened in our walk.

Lest you think you’re an exception, Solomon says here very clearly that if you hang out with fools, you’ll be done in. He’ll go on to say that iron sharpens iron (Proverbs 27:17). That is, one believer sharpens another.

Proverbs 13:21, 22 (a)
 

Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed. A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children…

A good man will leave something for his grandchildren. Even more than material goods, this speaks of spiritual wealth. A good man leaves a spiritual heritage, a reputation, a standard, an example. What a privilege grandparents have to leave a rich spiritual inheritance for their grandchildren.

Proverbs 13:22 (b)
 

…and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.

The Egyptians were wealthy, indeed, but, following the horrendous plagues, they were so glad to see the Israelites leave that they gave their treasures to them (Exodus 12:35, 36). Likewise, when the Israelites finally entered the Land of Promise, they found orchards already bearing fruit and fields already cultivated (Joshua 24:13). They were able to go in and enjoy the riches the heathen thought they were storing for themselves, but which they were unknowingly laying up for God’s people, the just.

Proverbs 13:23
 

Much food is in the tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment.

The person who’s hungry, who’s poor is going to work his field faithfully. But if the one who is rich lacks judgment, he’ll lose even what he has. Poverty motivates people. If you’re starving, you’ll probably do something to stay alive.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,” Jesus said. “for they’re the ones who will be filled” (see Matthew 5:6). It is the realization that you need more of the Lord and more of His Word that will motivate you to plow in the pages of the field of Scripture. But if a person thinks he’s already doing well, complacency will set in and he’ll lose even that which he once had.

In that, there’s a sobering truth. That is, you can’t stay the same in your Christian experience. You’re either getting richer and fuller or you’re diminishing. You cannot stay in the same spot in your walk with the Lord. That’s why Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, who realize their poverty. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who realize their need.” If you realize your need, you’re in a good place. It’s when you think, as they did in Laodicea, that you are rich, full, and have need of nothing that you’re in trouble (Revelation 3).

Proverbs 13:24
 

He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.

According to psychologists, there are criminals who commit crime specifically because they want to be caught and punished. They grew up in a house where they were permitted to do anything they wanted. There was no chastening, no spanking, no disciplining. And when they got away with things, guilt began to build up in them. So, wanting to get caught, they commit crimes against society, hoping to get caught and punished to alleviate the guilt that had been building up for years.

I believe we would see a great reduction in crime if we would lovingly use the rod when our kids are growing up. That way, the child knows he’s been dealt with. He can vent his emotions. He can be embraced and kissed and can understand that what he did wrong has been dealt with.

Proverbs 13:25
 

The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want.

The righteous man eats and he’s satisfied. But the belly of the wicked always craves more. I think of King Ahab in 1 Kings 21. He had the entire empire at his disposal. But there was one field close to his palace that belonged to a man named Naboth. Ahab wanted to buy that field to add to his vast vineyards. But Naboth wouldn’t sell it because it had been in his family for generations. While Ahab pouted, his wife, Jezebel, took matters into her own hands and eventually ordered Naboth killed under false charges. Ahab got his field, but it cost Naboth his life.

If you’re not walking with the Lord, like Ahab, you’ll always want a little more. The rich man is not the one who has the most. The rich man is the one who needs the least. And in the Lord, there’s an inner contentment and satisfaction. You can enjoy the blessings He brings your way without being upset that you don’t have more.

Chapter 14
 

Proverbs 14:1
 

Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.

The wise woman is the one who realizes that the priority and calling and primary ministry of her life is to build her house. If you are a mother, you have an opportunity every day for dynamic ministry that will change the world. A foolish woman doesn’t give her family the attention or energy it needs. The wise woman, on the other hand, realizes the tremendous impact she can have by discipling, praying for, loving, and encouraging her family.

Proverbs 14:2, 3
 

He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.

The rod is the instrument of striking. Therefore, Solomon is speaking of the foolish man who strikes out at others and beats up on others. Whenever you strike out or beat up on other people, you’re acting like a foolish person. Moses was one who erred greatly in this regard. After listening to the murmuring of the Israelites for so many years, he finally blew up. “You rebels,” he said, “Must we fetch water for you from the rock?” Then, instead of speaking to the rock as God had instructed him to do, he struck it with his rod. As a result, he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land (Numbers 20:12).

We must be careful that the rod of pride doesn’t come out of our mouths to beat up on people. Rather, let us have the lips of the wise to preserve them.

Proverbs 14:4
 

Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox.

An empty stable stays clean, but an empty stable brings no profit. Take a chance. Take a step of faith. See what the Lord might want to do through your life and in your life.

For topical study of Proverbs 14:4, see “An Empty Stable.” 

Proverbs 14:5
 

A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.

A false witness is not only one who makes up outrageous, blatant lies. A false witness can be one who shares the right information, but with the wrong implication. False witnesses at the trial of Jesus said, “He said to destroy the temple and He would build it up,” implying that Jesus was an anarchist (Matthew 26:61). The truth, however, is that Jesus was speaking of the temple of His body (John 2:19–21).

Don’t be one who passes along information that, although it’s technically right, misses the heart of the matter.

Proverbs 14:6
 

A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.

To understand the Word of God, to gain wisdom from God, we have to come not as scorners and skeptics but as children, saying, “Lord, I truly am open to not only hearing from You, but also to obeying what You say.”

The reason the Bible seems complicated or doesn’t make sense to the cynic is because Jesus said, “Father, I thank You that You have hidden these things from the wise and revealed them unto babes” (see Matthew 11:25). The way to higher learning is through deeper humility. It is to the man who readily admits His need for instruction that the Father gives instruction.

Proverbs 14:7, 8
 

Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit.

The wise man understands his way. In Romans 12:3, we are told that every man is not to think of himself more highly than he ought, but to carefully and prayerfully consider who he is and what he’s to do.

We read in Acts 8, that as Philip preached in Samaria, revival broke out in the city. Many were healed, many saved. At that point, he called for Peter and John to come and pray for the new believers that they might receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Philip realized “his way.” He realized he was an evangelist. Then he utilized Peter and John for their strengths.

The Lord is into teamwork, gang. If you try to do it all, you’ll only get frustrated and burn out. The prudent man knows what his calling and ministry is. Therefore, find your gift. Carry it out. And don’t feel like you’ve got to do it alone. Each one of us has an essential function in the body of Christ, a vital role to play (1 Corinthians 12:20, 21).

Proverbs 14:9
 

Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.

You can tell a man’s character by what provokes him to laughter. What causes you to laugh? It’s a good way to find out where your character is. Does God make jokes about sin? If you want to know what God thinks about sin, go to Calvary.

Proverbs 14:10
 

The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.

No one else can truly feel your heartache and hurt when you’re going through times of difficulty and tragedy. That’s why Job said, “Miserable comforters are ye all (16:2). You guys don’t have a clue about what I’m going through.” There is One, however, who relates to us in every situation. The Book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus was tempted every way we are (Hebrews 4:15). No matter what you’re going through, Jesus has been there. No matter what temptation you’re facing, He’s battled against it, as well. Thus, although others might come down on you or might not know what to do with you, Jesus truly understands and cares for you (1 Peter 5:7).

Proverbs 14:11, 12
 

The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

It’s not what you think, not what I think, but what God says that matters. Man might think he’s right, but in reality, he’s dead right, for the path he’s on leads to destruction.

Proverbs 14:13
 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.

Why are so many comedians prone to drugs and destruction? Because only the Lord can bring true joy. The word can laugh, but it can’t have joy.

Proverbs 14:14, 15
 

The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going.

In Acts 17:11, we read that the people of Berea were more noble than the people of Thessalonica because, as Paul opened the Word, the Bereans searched the Scriptures to see if what he said was true. Be prudent. Be like the Bereans. Measure what you hear—be it from behind the pulpit, over the radio, or on the pages of a book—against Scripture.

Proverbs 14:16, 17
 

A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident. He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated.

It has been rightly said that when your temper boils over, you usually end up in hot water. We have seen that in our lives over and over again. It never pays to lose your temper. If you’re angry, you’ll say or do something you’ll wish you never had.

Proverbs 14:18–20
 

The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. The evil bow before the good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous. The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends.

One way to have a lot of friends is to be rich. The question is, what kind of friends will they be? The prodigal son had no shortage of friends as long as he was spending his father’s money. But when it ran out, so did they (Luke 15).

Proverbs 14:21
 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.

If you look down on the poor, wondering why they’re not trying harder or doing better, you’re sinning. The Lord calls us to have mercy on the poor—and the byproduct will be our own happiness.

Proverbs 14:22, 23
 

Do they not err that devise evil? but mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.

Just as we’re not to look down on the poor, we’re not to look down on the validity of hard work—no matter how menial or mundane.

Proverbs 14:24
 

The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools is folly.

The wise man will use his riches wisely. That is, he will use them to glorify God. The foolish man, however, will use them only to glorify himself.

Proverbs 14:25
 

A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness speaketh lies.

As seen in verse 5, not only are words spoken of here, but also their implication.

Proverbs 14:26, 27
 

In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge. The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

We usually think of fear as the opposite of confidence. The unique beauty of the fear of the Lord, however, is that it results in confidence of the highest order because it finds confidence in God Himself.

Proverbs 14:28
 

In the multitude of people is the king’s honour: but in the want of people is the destruction of the prince.

The more subjects under a king, the greater the king. It was evidently partially due to this understanding that David numbered his people (2 Samuel 24:1–4). But David was severely chastened by the Lord for this because it spoke of a reliance on his own strength rather than on the Lord’s (2 Samuel 24:15).

Unlike David, we have no kingdom at our command. But, like him, we can be vulnerable at every turn to relying on the power of our own intellect, personality, paycheck, or energy rather than on the Lord exclusively.

Proverbs 14:29
 

He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.

Kitsar ruach, translated “hasty of spirit,” literally means “short of breath.” Throughout the Old Testament, ruach is used in reference to the Spirit of God (Genesis 1:2). The connection is clear. He that is short of the Spirit, he that operates under his own power will continually be vulnerable to frustration and wrath. The person filled with the Spirit, on the other hand, will exhibit the fruit of the spirit—characterized by peace, longsuffering, gentleness, meekness, and self control (Galatians 5:22, 23).

Proverbs 14:30
 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.

Many people are literally sick because they envy what others have. If you want to be withered and wiped out, always wonder why she got the promotion, why he got the raise, why they got the new car.

Proverbs 14:31
 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.

In Proverbs 22:2, Solomon will go on to say that the Lord is the Maker of both rich and poor.

Proverbs 14:32–35
 

The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death. Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but that which is in the midst of fools is made known. Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. The king’s favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that causeth shame.

What exalts a nation? Not its political system, economic philosophy, brilliant constitution, or colorful history. What exalts a nation is rightness singularly.

It’s righteousness. The existential philosophy—that there are no absolutes—is widespread. And then we wonder why our Marines betray our country so easily. Righteousness means rightness. Sin brings embarrassment and humiliation.

 
 

AN EMPTY STABLE

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 14:4


We live in a society where the tendency for people to take it easy is so predominant that when we leave each other, we often say just that. Solomon, however, would never be one to say, “Take it easy.” As you read through the proverbs, you get the definite impression that he would say, “Take a challenge.” It is in light of this that I would like to consider the text before us.

Many people boast that their stable is clean. They don’t make mistakes. There are no “pasture patties” on the floor of their barn. But neither do they have any profit. You see, if a farmer boasts about the cleanness of the floor of his barn, it’s because he doesn’t have any livestock. Each one of us from time to time has a tendency to say, “I want a clean barn. Therefore, I’m not going to take a chance. I’m not going to accept a challenge. I’m not going to step out lest I mess up.” Yet the fear of failure is inevitably the father of failure. When we fear failing, we will inevitably end up doing just that. Oh, our barn floor might be clean as a whistle. But inside, we’ll be empty.

Eleven-year-old Peter-John came in the house holding his left elbow with his right hand.

“What did you do to your arm, Peter? Let me see it,” I said. Seeing a rather large gash in his elbow, I asked what happened.

“Oh,” he said, “I was jumping this hill on my bike and I made a radical turn. Then I fell off and skidded across the street. But it doesn’t hurt too bad.”

With his eyes sparkling, I could tell that he came in not for sympathy or for help, but because he was, in a sense, proud that he attempted a daring stunt. Even though he failed to make the jump, he found excitement even in the attempt.

In essence, that’s what Solomon is saying. Don’t be afraid to step out. Don’t be afraid to accept a challenge. Sure, you might scrape your elbow. But an empty stable, although it might stay clean, never brings profit.

I’m convinced the Lord doesn’t want any of us sitting on the sidelines. I believe He wants each one of us to be prolific and productive in life. Therefore, I want to share with you some “ABCs” that will help you to that end…

Attempt Something for God


First, Attempt something for God. Don’t sit back and wait for some ministry to come to you or some opportunity to be given to you, but do something for God. We see an example of this in 1 Samuel 14…

Saul and six hundred of his men were getting ready to engage the Philistines in battle. Early in the morning, before the battle began, Jonathan, Saul’s son, nudged his armor-bearer and said, “Whether the Lord saves by many or by few, it matters not. He can save by using the whole army or by using just a couple of guys like us. Let’s go to the Philistine camp and see if He might want to do a miracle and deliver the whole army into our hands.” So they went to the Philistine camp. When they got there, Jonathan said, “We’ll let the Philistines see us coming. If they say, ‘Stay there, you guys, we’re going to come and get you,’ we’ll run for our lives because we’ll know the Lord isn’t with us. But if they say, ‘Come down here, you guys, and take us on,’ we’ll know God’s with us.”

So they made themselves known to the Philistines who said, “Look at these Israelites crawling around in the rocks. Come on down here and we’ll show you a thing or two.” At that point, I can see a smile breaking out on Jonathan’s face. Knowing God was with them, they went down to the Philistine camp and the Philistines ended up running for their lives. Jonathan and his armor-bearer were willing to see what God might want to do through them. But they had to attempt something for God. They had to put themselves in a position where God could work through them.

William Carey, giant of the faith and missionary to India, said his life was built on this simple premise: Attempt great things for God and expect great things from God.

May we never stop looking for new challenges. May we be those who continually attempt something for God’s glory, trusting He will work through us in His “supernaturally natural” way.

Believe Completely in God


Second, Believe completely in God. David was one who not only attempted something for God, but believed completely in Him. For example, when others were sure Goliath couldn’t be beaten, David was ready to take him on. The people of Israel thought Goliath was too big to hit. David, however, thought he was too big to miss…

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hands. And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.
1 Samuel 17:45–48


Here’s a young kid facing a huge giant of a man. And yet David didn’t ease his way into battle. No, he ran toward the giant. There are 1,000 ways to please God but apart from faith, not one of them matters (Hebrews 11:6). What is faith? David shows us. There was a giant of a challenge before him, and he ran out to meet it, confident that God would see him through.

Without faith, it is impossible to see God work. If you doubt this, check out Matthew 13:58, where we read that Jesus didn’t do mighty works in Nazareth simply because of the unbelief of the people there.

Continue Looking to God


Finally, Continue looking to God. Fear and faith will both sail into the harbor of your soul. But only one can sink anchor at any given time. You might take on the challenge, you might be willing to get your elbow scraped or your barn dirty, but as you do, there will come times in the process when fear will begin to sail into the harbor of your soul. What do you do? You must constantly look to the Lord. Initially, the concept will be exciting. But as time goes on—as days, weeks, or even years pass—you’ll begin to fear and begin to wonder if anything will really happen.

When Peter and the disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee, a storm battered their boat. As Jesus came walking on the water toward them, Peter said, “Lord, if that’s You, bid me come.” When the Lord did just that, Peter stepped out of the boat and began to walk toward Him. And, as long as he kept his eyes on the Lord, he succeeded. But when he looked at the waves instead, he began to sink. “Lord! Save me!” he cried. And Jesus reached out and plopped him back in the boat (Matthew 14).

The other disciples might have said, “Aren’t you the big man, Peter, walking on the water. But now look at you. You’re all wet.” Yes, they stayed dry. Yes, their stables were clean. But they never experienced what it felt like to walk on water. I would far rather be a Peter and sink occasionally, knowing that my Lord is able to put me back in the boat of safety. I would rather know there was a time in my life when I walked on water, rather than to be safe and dry in the boat.

An empty stable stays clean, but an empty stable brings no profit. Attempt something for God. Believe completely in God. And continue looking to God all the while.




 

Chapter 15
 

Proverbs 15:1
 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.

In baseball terms, whenever I strike out in anger, I invariably miss the point and make everything foul. Oh, that we would remember this verse every time we’re tempted to defend our position, our rights, or ourselves.

Proverbs 15:2
 

The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.

The implication here is that knowledge can be used in a foolish way. I think of Peter in the Garden of Gethsemane. When the soldiers came to take Jesus away, he unsheathed his sword and chopped off the ear of the high priest’s servant. “Put away your sword,” Jesus said (John 18:11) and then healed the severed ear (Luke 22:51). Thus, the last miracle Jesus did before He was crucified was to heal one who His right-hand man, Peter, had wounded with a sword.

The Bible is sharper than a two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). Therefore, we can be just as guilty as Peter if we use it only to chop others up or to cut others down. Hours before this incident, Jesus had asked Peter to pray with Him. Peter, however, fell asleep (Matthew 26:38–40). As a result, he made up for his lack of piety with a flurry of activity. To keep from making this same mistake, we must realize that we must not unsheathe the sword in the Garden of Gethsemane unless we’ve prayed on the Mount of Olives in brokenness and humility—for if we don’t pray, our knowledge will do nothing but cause pain.

Proverbs 15:3
 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.

Depending on what you’re doing, the fact that the eyes of the Lord are in every place can either be comforting or convicting. Again, I think of Peter. Luke tells us that, as he stood by the enemy’s fire, cursing and denying Jesus, Jesus came out of the house of Caiaphas and looked upon him. Peter, in turn, wept (Luke 22:61, 62). Why? I’m convinced it was because Peter saw in the eyes of the Lord the same thing Noah saw: grace (Genesis 6:8).

Proverbs 15:4
 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.

Profanity and perversion cause a breach in your spirit, whereas wholesome words of blessing and encouragement bring forth good fruit. No matter how difficult it might be initially, speaking the truth causes healing ultimately. Conversely, spinning, twisting, or shading the truth causes breaches or gaps in marriages, families, and friendships. The problem with being deceptive is that you become so good at deceiving that you deceive even yourself. Don’t develop that ability. Instead, tell the truth and close the gap.

Proverbs 15:5, 6
 

A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent. In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble.

In the house of the righteous, although there might not be a lot of stuff, there will be rich spiritual treasure.

Proverbs 15:7
 

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.

One of the marks of a wise man is that he will go about dispensing knowledge. “Take care how you hear,” Jesus said, “for how you mete it out, it will be measured back to you” (see Mark 4:24). In other words, when the Lord gives instruction to you, dispense that instruction to others because then you will be given more revelation.

In Revelation 7, one of the twenty-four elders came to John and said, “Who are these arrayed in white robes?”


“Sir, thou knowest,” John said. In other words, “Beats me.”

“These are they which came out of the great tribulation,” the elder answered.

The interesting thing about this exchange is that we see the elder initiating an opportunity to dispense knowledge. People are not going to come up to you and ask you about the Great Tribulation or about Jesus being everything you need. Therefore, if we’re wise, we will be those who create opportunities to dispense knowledge. If, however, you’re worried that people will think you’re crazy for starting spiritual discussions, remember that the issue is not about what people think of you. The issue is about people being saved and growing in the Lord.

Proverbs 15:8
 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.

In Ezra 4:3, we read that when Israel’s enemies came to Zerubbabel and offered to help build the temple, he said, “You have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God.” Wicked people often seek to appease their conscience by making donations or offering assistance to the Lord’s work. But this is abominable to Him.

Proverbs 15:9
 

The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness.

Notice that this verse doesn’t say the wicked are an abomination to the Lord. It says the way they walk is abominable to Him, not the sinner, but the sin. Why is the way of the wicked an abomination to our Father? Because He knows the way of the wicked is hard and it leads only to sorrow and pain. Therefore, because we have a Father who wants us to do well and avoid unnecessary hurts, the path of wickedness grieves Him.

Proverbs 15:10, 11
 

Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die. Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children of men?

To many of us, hell is sort of a theoretical concept. Not to God. He cares about the hearts of people because hell is ever before Him. Oh, that we would be aware of the reality of hell.

Proverbs 15:12–14
 

A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise. A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

Both verses 12 and 14 tell us that, whereas it is because a foolish man thinks he lacks nothing that he is foolish, it is because a wise man thinks he needs more wisdom that he is wise.

Proverbs 15:15
 

All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.

Your attitude affects your altitude. That is, the attitude of your spirit affects the altitude of your spirit. “I would be happy if…” we often say. But the wise person says, “I will be happy now.” Happiness is a decision we make daily. Some have a feast every day. And it’s all because of their attitude.

Proverbs 15:16, 17
 

Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

It’s better to have a few vegetables in an atmosphere of love than to have prime rib where there’s hatred and tension.

Proverbs 15:18
 

A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.

The best cure for a short temper is a lengthy prayer. If you have a hard time keeping your temper, every time you feel your blood rise, pray, and you’ll find your anger begins to dissipate.

Proverbs 15:19
 

The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain.

All that the eyes of the lazy man see are prickly problems. So he opts to do nothing. The righteous man, on the other hand, sees clearly, and therefore makes great progress.

Proverbs 15:20–22
 

A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother. Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of understanding walketh uprightly. Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are established.

Without counsel, things can go bad. I wonder how many crashes we go through unnecessarily because we don’t take verse 22 seriously. There are people who could give us good advice, but only if we listen.

Proverbs 15:23
 

A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!

Not only is the one we counsel, but we ourselves are satisfied when we’re able to share truth with someone else at just the right time. How can we give good advice at just the right time? Isaiah tells us…

The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. Isaiah 50:4


In this Messianic prophecy, we see the secret of Jesus’ wisdom. That is, He rose up a great while before daybreak to seek His Father in order that He might have the right word at the right time for the weary individual. How much more do you and I need to get up and seek the Lord if we want to be those who have the right word at the right time to say to a world burdened down and burned-out by sin.

Proverbs 15:24–27
 

The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow. The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD: but the words of the pure are pleasant words. He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.

If you are greedy of gain, doing whatever it takes to get ahead, you’re going to bring problems to your own home. I think of a man named Achan. When the Israelites conquered the city of Jericho, the Lord told them to leave all of the spoils. But when Achan saw a Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold, he took them. When the Israelites lost their next battle, Joshua fell on his face and asked the Lord what went wrong.

“There is sin in the camp,” God answered.

So Joshua called the multitude together; and when Achan’s sin was eventually discovered, he and his family were put to death (Joshua 7:25).

The same thing can happen to us. Oh, we probably won’t die physically as a result of greed, but there will definitely be a death of peace and joy in our homes if we give in to it. Paul didn’t say there is contentment in great gain. He said, “There is great gain in simply being content” (1 Timothy 6:6). “I’ve learned to be abased and to abound,” he said (Philippians 4:12). Either way, he was content.

Proverbs 15:28
 

The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things.

The mouth of the wicked is always talking. Conversely, there is something wonderful about silence. Silence has a real place in guarding and protecting spiritual passion. If you’ve ever been in a steam room, you know that every time the door is opened, steam rushes out. We lose something by always opening our mouths. Even though you might be sharing good things, sometimes it’s good to keep the door of the steam room closed, to let the fire of devotion get hot.

Proverbs 15:29
 

The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.

While God distances Himself from those who distance themselves from Him, He draws near to those who draw near to Him (James 4:8).

Proverbs 15:30, 31
 

The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat. The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.

You’ll be in wisdom’s hall of fame if you can receive rather than reject correction.

Proverbs 15:32
 

He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.

The word “instruction” is actually “correction.” If you refuse to be corrected, you’re cheating your own soul. It has been wisely said that a successful man is one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks that are thrown at him. Every time someone throws a brick at you, realize there’s something true, something you can learn, something you can gain from that brick. Then build on it.

Proverbs 15:33
 

The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

Before honor, there must always be humility. Before Joseph was prime minister in Egypt, he had to spend time in prison. Before Moses was a leader in the desert, he first had to spend time on the backside of the desert. Before Abigail became the wife of David, she humbled herself and offered to wash the feet of the servants of David.

Why must this be? Because otherwise, we would think honor was due to our great ability, charming personality, intellectual insight, or tremendous spirituality. The Lord allows us to go through humbling circumstances in order that we will join Paul in saying, “I am what I am solely and completely by the grace of God” (see 1 Corinthians 15:10).

Chapter 16
 

Proverbs 16:1
 

The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.

In Romans 10, we read that we are saved when we believe in our heart that God raised Jesus from the dead and confess with our mouth that He is Lord. Yet who put the faith in your heart and who gave you the ability to confess with your tongue? Here in Proverbs, we see it is the Lord. That is why Jesus said, “You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you” (John 15:16). Amazing grace—that God would elect to choose us to be part of His family.

Proverbs 16:2, 3
 

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits. Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

“I know that movie is rated R,” we say, “but I need to see what society is dealing with today so that I can communicate better with people at work.” You can justify anything you want, and we do. But the Lord deals with reality and He weighs it out carefully. Therefore, what I think is justifiable isn’t the issue. The issue is: What does the Lord think? We need to ask Him continually.

Proverbs 16:4
 

The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.

According to Revelation 4:11, everything exists for God’s pleasure. This means that the degree to which I live for my Lord today is the degree to which I’ll fulfill the reason for my existence.

Proverbs 16:5, 6
 

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

“By mercy and truth iniquity is purged.” How does the Lord deal with my sin? He’s truthful about it because He calls it sin. But He also shows mercy regarding it because He died and provided a way for me to be forgiven. How am I to deal with the sin of others? In the same way: with mercy and truth. Notice which word comes first. If you’re not in a spirit of showing mercy, then don’t go about spouting truth.

Proverbs 16:7
 

When a man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.

“I find no fault in Him,” Pilate declared of Jesus (Luke 23:4). Because Jesus pleased the Father, even His enemies found Him blameless.

Proverbs 16:8
 

Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right.

“All I want is a little peace and quiet,” says the weary worker at the end of the day, perhaps envisioning a carefree week or two lying on the sand in Tahiti. But our collective experience tells us that even the most expensive and best-planned vacation we can afford often results in other kinds of stress and tension. Where, then, do peace and quiet come from? They don’t come from a change of scenery or a change of income but rather from a change of heart…

And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. Isaiah 32:17


Better is a little righteousness than ill-gotten gain, for righteousness brings with it peace and quiet.

Proverbs 16:9–11
 

A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth transgresseth not in judgment. A just weight and balance are the LORD’s: all the weights of the bag are his work.

Whether regarding one man’s steps or an entire culture’s system of trade, the Lord is in control. Therefore, it is the wise man, the wise culture that chooses to go His way.

Proverbs 16:12, 13
 

It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness. Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right.

If a king loves to hear his subjects speaking truthfully, peaceably, righteously, how much more does the King of kings love to hear His children speak that way.

Proverbs 16:14, 15
 

The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it. In the light of the king’s countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.

How blessed we are that we don’t have to tiptoe into the presence of our King, worried that, if He’s having a “bad day,” He’ll ask for our heads. No, our King is constantly, thoroughly, abundantly good (James 1:17).

Proverbs 16:16
 

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!

Here is the recurring theme of the Book of Proverbs, voiced by a man singularly qualified to say it.

Proverbs 16:17–19
 

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul. Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.

This kind of thinking runs absolutely counter to what our society says. Pride, masquerading as self-confidence, is lauded in our culture, while humility is stepped over if not stepped on altogether. But the story isn’t over, gang, for Peter tells us that the humble will be exalted in due time (1 Peter 5:6) and that it is the meek who are the true “beautiful people” (Psalm 149:4).

Proverbs 16:20, 21
 

He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he. The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.

What increases learning? Not the loudness of the lips, the sternness of the lips, or the forcefulness of the lips. It is the sweetness of the lips. Mom and Dad, do you want your kids to learn? Speak to them sweetly. That’s the way the Lord talks to us (Psalm 119:103).

Proverbs 16:22–24
 

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly. The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips. Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.

“Thy words were found and I did eat them,” Jeremiah declares, “and they were to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart” (15:16). Solomon speaks of pleasant words being sweet to the soul and providing health to the bones. This makes the Word of God the ultimate “soul food,” the quintessential health food.

Proverbs 16:25–27
 

There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth craveth it of him. An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire.

It’s impossible to throw mud and keep your hands clean, and yet there are those who relish digging up dirt on others, eager to share what they unearth.

Proverbs 16:28–30
 

A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends. A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good. He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass.

Friendships can be obliterated, relationships ruined all through the soft hiss of the whisper of gossip.

Proverbs 16:31
 

The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.

If you’re walking in rightness and your hair is turning gray, you’re coming to the richest part of your life and ministry because now you have some maturity and experience behind you. On the other hand, if you’re not walking in righteousness now, you’ll be nothing more than an old fool one day. Age doesn’t guarantee wisdom, gang. So take time now to gain it.

Proverbs 16:32
 

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.

If you’re slow to anger, you possess an ability so great in God’s eyes that it’s more valuable than the ability to defeat an entire city.

Proverbs 16:33
 

The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.

Man rolls the dice, picks the straw, casts his vote, but the outcome is determined by the Lord. Oh, how comforting I find this to be. Yes, we are to be responsible citizens. Yes, we are to be aware of the issues. But ultimately, it’s God who is in complete control—using any given outcome for His sovereign purpose.

Chapter 17
 

Proverbs 17:1
 

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife.

It’s better to have a dry biscuit in a quiet house than to have steaks with strife. The idea of sacrifice here comes from Leviticus 7:11–36, where we read of the peace offering in which God’s people were to offer meat to the Lord and also to partake of some themselves. Solomon reminds us that we can have all kinds of meat, and yet if we’re not right with the Lord, it won’t be satisfying at all.

Proverbs 17:2, 3
 

A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren. The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.

In Bible days, a smelter would know gold was pure when he could look into it in its molten state and see his reflection. Peter likens our faith to gold, saying that the Lord allows us to go through fiery trials, hot times, difficult days in order that the dross might be purged, allowing the Lord to see His reflection in us (1 Peter 1:7).

Proverbs 17:4
 

A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.

The listening ear must share responsibility with the destructive tongue. That is, if a person is destroying someone with his tongue and I listen to his destructive talk, I am just as responsible as he is for the damage taking place. How people talk about you is what you become in the minds of those who listen to such talk. It could be totally false. But those seeds are planted. Thus, you are participating in a destructive practice when you even listen to that kind of pollution.

Proverbs 17:5 (a)
 

Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker…

If we make fun of the poor, we are actually speaking against God Himself for His heart is especially tender toward the poor (see Deuteronomy 15).

Proverbs 17:5 (b)
 

…and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.

There is something evil within us that rejoices in the calamity of those who do harm to us. But if I don’t recognize this as sin and repent of it, the Word says I won’t go unpunished.

If anyone had reason to rejoice in the calamity of another it would have been David. Bent on his destruction, Saul pursued him relentlessly. Yet when Saul died, David grieved deeply (2 Samuel 1:11, 12). Lord, make us more like that.

Proverbs 17:6
 

Children’s children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers.

It has been wisely said that nothing makes a little boy smarter than being a grandson. Truly, grandchildren are the pride and joy of their grandparents.

Proverbs 17:7
 

Excellent speech becometh not a fool: much less do lying lips a prince.

Even the loftiest words carry no more weight than the character of the one speaking them.

Proverbs 17:8, 9
 

A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth. He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.

“Love covers a multitude of sin,” Peter would later write (1 Peter 4:8). If you’re covering someone’s transgression rather than exposing it to others, you’re actively pursuing love.

Proverbs 17:10
 

A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.

A single word of rebuke or reproof spoken to a wise man will affect the wise man more than beating a fool a hundred times will affect the fool.

When Nathan spoke to David concerning his sin with Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah, David was broken before the Lord and repented. Contrast David with Pharaoh who, although he was hit with plague after plague, refused to humble himself before the Lord. That is what made him a fool and David a wise man.

Proverbs 17:11, 12
 

An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.

It’s better to come face to face with a mother bear than with a fool who’s out of control. I think of Herod who was so incensed that the wise men didn’t report back to him concerning the newborn King that he ordered the extermination of every boy child younger than two years old born in Bethlehem. I think of Nebuchadnezzar who stoked the furnace seven times hotter than normal rather than bow to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. I think of Saul who killed eighty-five innocent priests because they had unknowingly helped David. Better to meet up with a mother bear than any of these fools, indeed.

Proverbs 17:13
 

Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house.

When something good is done for you, if you respond with evil, evil will remain in your house. As proof, look at the world. When God finished creating it, He called it nothing less than very good (Genesis 1:31). He placed our representatives, Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden, saying, “With the exception of the fruit of one tree, everything else is yours to enjoy.” But what did they do? Ignoring the goodness and grace of God, they ate of the tree and plunged this planet into the chaos we see to this day. Therefore, I know that if I respond to the good things God has given me and the grace He has shown me with evil, evil will remain with me.

Proverbs 17:14
 


The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.

It’s easy to start strife, but hard to stop it. I remember when, at three and a half years old, Christy spilled a glass of milk all over the carpet. She tried to pick it up, but, of course, it couldn’t be done. That’s the way strife is. It’s easy to spill, but you can’t pick it up. So save yourself a lot of heartache and don’t strive with anyone in the first place.

Proverbs 17:15
 

He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD.

Both the person who justifies the wicked and the person who condemns the just are abominable to the Lord. How, then, can Jesus justify us, for surely we are wicked? He does so not by winking at our sin, saying, “Boys will be boys.” No, recognizing the seriousness of our sin, He went to Calvary’s Cross to deal with it.

Proverbs 17:16
 

Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it?

It’s a waste of time, money, and energy to teach someone who doesn’t want to learn. Among other things, this relates to ministry. You see, the enemy would love to get us endlessly talking to cultists. But in reality, we’d only be spinning our wheels unless the Lord specifically showed us otherwise. It would be far better to find people who are teachable and invest our time and energy in them.

Proverbs 17:17
 

A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

“I no longer call you servants,” Jesus said. “I call you friends” (John 15:15). And what a Friend we have in Him. Others are fickle or are limited in the love they have for us. Not Jesus. He is a Friend who loves at all times, an elder Brother who was born for our adversity. We were in a miry pit and He came to rescue us from our own damnation. And I’m so thankful He did.

For topical study of Proverbs 17:17, see “A True Friend.” 

Proverbs 17:18, 19
 

A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend. He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruction.

Some people seem to always want to be embroiled in a controversy of one sort or another. Paul, however, would echo Solomon by telling Timothy that the servant of the Lord must not strive (2 Timothy 2:24).

Proverbs 17:20–22
 

He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief. He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the father of a fool hath no joy. A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.

Some people can’t find good in anything. They look at a bee and see nothing but a stinger. Others, however, follow Paul’s injunction to approve the things that are excellent in any given situation (Philippians 1:10). They look at a bee and see honey. What a joy it is to be around people like that.

Proverbs 17:23
 

A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment.

This, of course, speaks of the foolishness of bribery.

Proverbs 17:24–26
 

Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth. A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him. Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for equity.

The wisdom of a wise man will always prove to be a worthy guide. The fool has no such guide, however, and so must search from one end of the earth to the other for direction.

Proverbs 17:27, 28
 

He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit. Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding.

The only real substitute for wisdom is silence. If you’re not wise, at least you can be silent and be thought wise.

 
 

A TRUE FRIEND

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 17:17


A number of years ago, a large newspaper in England ran a contest for its readers to describe the quickest way to London. The winning entry read: “The quickest way to London is with good company.” I like that! As we travel through this life, most of us have discovered the value of good company. Yet most of us have also discovered the heartache and tragedy of failed friendships.

One man said, “One day, he rolled out the carpet for me. The next day, he pulled it out from under me.” All too often, that’s the way friendships are. This is not something unique to us or new to our society or generation. In Old Testament days, David, a man after God’s own heart, a dynamic leader, a brave warrior, a gifted communicator, a capable administrator, had many people around him when things were going well. But once Absalom, his son, sought to launch a rebellion against him, even his most trusted advisor, Ahithophel, defected and sided with Absalom (2 Samuel 15).

Certainly we are not the only ones to experience failed friendships. And yet the text before us indicates that a friend is to love at all times. Where can such a friend be found? The answer is that it can be found in the Friend of sinners, in the Friend who will never leave or forsake us, in Jesus. Consider with me the friendship Jesus offers us…

The Initiation of His Friendship


“You have not chosen Me,” Jesus said, “but I have chosen you” (John 15:16). That’s incredible. It has been said you never really know who your friends are until you buy a house with a swimming pool. Yet Jesus initiated a friendship with me not because I had a swimming pool, but because I was in a cesspool of sin. For God commended His love toward me in that while I was still a sinner, Christ died for me (Romans 5:8).

Jesus had nothing to gain by loving me, for God is, was, and always will be completely self-sufficient. And yet, being the essence of love, He chose to create you and me and then to call us friends even though we rebelled against Him. Amazing!

The Endurance of His Friendship


As I look at myself, I realize I’m a lot more like Orpah than Ruth. You recall the story. Ruth clung to Naomi, her mother-in-law, and said, “Wherever you go, I’ll go. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God.” Orpah, on the other hand, wept and kissed Naomi as well, but then she went back to the land of idolatry. That’s an awful lot like us. Yes, we allow tears to stream down our cheeks from time to time and we kiss our Lord on occasion, but in reality, all too often we return so readily to the land of idolatry.

“Lord, though everyone else deny You, I never will. You can count on me,” Peter insisted. And yet Matthew tells us that when Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane, Peter followed Him afar off (26:58). Peter was interested in Jesus. He even had a heart for Jesus. But he was not committed to the point of remaining by His side regardless of the consequences.

As Jesus was tried inside, Peter stood outside, warming himself by the fire of the enemy. After denying Jesus three times, Luke tells us Jesus came out, turned, and looked upon Peter (22:61). And I suggest His look wasn’t one of condemnation but of compassion. You see, three days later, after Jesus had risen from the dead, He instructed the women at the tomb to tell His disciples—especially Peter—that He was alive (Mark 16:7). Later, John tells us that Jesus found Peter and said, “Peter, do you love me?”


“You know I like You,” a humiliated Peter answered.


“Feed My lambs,” Jesus said. “Do you love Me?” He asked again. “Feed My sheep. Peter, do you love Me?” He asked a third time. “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15–17).


Jesus didn’t say, “Peter, it’s back to square one with you. Prove your friendship, your allegiance, your loyalty to Me and then I’ll decide if I can trust you.” No, He said, “I’m aware of your failing, Peter, but I have a job for you to do nonetheless.”

The endurance of the love of Jesus Christ is incredible.

The Insightfulness of His Friendship


It has been said that when a man becomes thoroughly acquainted with himself, he stops wondering why he doesn’t have many friends. “O wretched man that I am,” Paul said (Romans 7:24). He knew what he was.

“Simon, Satan seeks to sift you like wheat,” Jesus said to Peter. And then He addressed Peter as Peter, as if to say, “I’m changing your name from Simon, or Shifting Sand, to Peter or Rock, because I see not only what you are now, but what you are going to be” (Luke 22:31–34).

The same is true of us. Jesus sees not only our present weakness, but what we’re going to be in eternity. What a Friend we have in Jesus—One who not only initiates friendship, but whose friendship endures, One who sees not only what we are but what we shall be.

“Follow me as I follow Christ,” Paul said (1 Corinthians 11:1). Therefore, wouldn’t it be radical if we became friends to others as Jesus is a friend to us?

What would that mean?

First, it would mean that we would be initiators. Jesus left ninety-nine to find one who was lost and hurting (Matthew 18:12). All too often, we want to spend time with the most popular people, the most together people, the most exciting people. But Jesus said when you have a party, invite people who can’t invite you back—the poor people, the hurting people, the lonely people (Luke 14:12–14).

Second, if we were to be the same kind of friend Jesus is, we would show endurance in our friendship. A friendship should be like a tube of toothpaste—coming through in a tight squeeze. Too often, that’s not the case. Too often, when the tight squeeze comes, we bail out, give up, wash our hands, and walk away. But a true friend loves at all times—not only in good times, successful times, or spiritual times, but at all times.

Third, to be like Jesus, we would be insightful in friendship. Paul said he knew no man after the flesh (2 Corinthians 5:16). Do you relate to people only on the basis of what they’ve done to you in the flesh? Paul didn’t. He chose to see people in light of the work the Lord had already done and would continue to do in them.

What a Friend we have in Jesus. I’m so thankful for that. And what friends we could be to others. I’m praying for that.




 

Chapter 18
 

Proverbs 18:1
 

Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom.

Newer translations correctly render this verse: “For his own pleasure, a man having separated himself, rages against sound wisdom.” In other words, man says, “I want to do my own thing. I don’t care what others say. I want to do what I think is right.” And in so doing, in separating himself, he wages war against wisdom. Selfish desire causes wisdom to be held at arm’s length.

Proverbs 18:2
 

A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.

A fool places more stock in his feelings than in the facts. This is a very real hazard for all of us. “I feel God doesn’t want us together anymore,” a wife said concerning her decision to leave her husband.

“Are there reasons for leaving him and your children?” I asked.

“No. I just don’t feel God wants me with him anymore.”

But it is the foolish person who bases his decision simply on how he feels.

It has been said that faith, fact, and feeling are like three men walking along the top of a fence. Fact is in front; faith is in the middle; and feeling is at the end. As long as faith looks straight ahead at fact, he’ll be alright. But once faith turns around to check out feeling, he’ll lose his balance and fall.

Whenever I have taken my eyes off the facts and instead analyzed how I’m feeling, I’ve stumbled. My faith must be based upon the facts of what God’s Word says, not upon how I feel on any given day. For example, God’s Word says He will never leave me nor forsake me (Hebrews 13:5). If I keep my focus on that fact, I’ll do fine. But if I start to say, “I don’t think God is with me today because I don’t feel His presence,” I’ll stumble and fall.

Proverbs 18:3
 

When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach.

Sin brings disgrace and the sinner brings contempt with him. Be sure your sin will find you out, Numbers 32:23 tells us. God doesn’t track us down. Our sin does. In some way at some time, sin finds us out. That’s why God says, “Be not deceived. Whatever you sow, you’ll reap” (see Galatians 6:7). The problem is, sometimes it takes awhile for the crop to come up and we think we’re getting away with our sin. But be not deceived: repercussions always come. Always.

Proverbs 18:4
 

The words of a man’s mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.

The words of a wise person are not like a noisy, babbling brook but have depth and bring refreshment.

Proverbs 18:5–7
 

It is not good to accept the person of the wicked, to overthrow the righteous in judgment. A fool’s lips enter into contention, and his mouth calleth for strokes. A fool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.

When young men taunted Elisha, God sent bears to devour them (2 Kings 2). So too, in the foolish things we say, we can actually bring destruction upon ourselves.

Proverbs 18:8
 

The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.

If you’ve been wounded by gossip and rumor, you know this to be true. A tongue three inches long can destroy a man six feet tall.

Proverbs 18:9
 

He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.

If you feel like you’re going in circles, it could be because you’re cutting corners. If you’re cutting corners, not diligently performing the task before you, you can feel like your day is a waste. Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God, for even the most seemingly trivial tasks become meaningful if they’re done for His glory (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Proverbs 18:10
 

The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.

The name of the Lord is a place of refuge indeed, for His name depicts His character.

For topical study of Proverbs 18:10, see “The Name of the Lord.” 

Proverbs 18:11
 

The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit.

It is only in his own conceit or mind that a rich man’s wealth gives him security, for even the greatest wealth can be lost by a single plunge of the stock market. True security is based on only one thing: the goodness of our Father. “Look at the birds,” Jesus said. “Look at the flowers. The Father takes care of them. Trust in Him” (Luke 12:27, 28). This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be wise or good stewards. It does mean, however, that we trust in God’s love for us rather than in the gifts He gives to us.

Proverbs 18:12, 13
 

Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility. He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.

Don’t answer too quickly. Listen carefully. Allow the Holy Spirit to minister to your inner man before you quickly spout your opinion.

Proverbs 18:14
 

The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?

A broken bone heals easier than a broken heart. In fulfillment of prophecy, none of Jesus’ bones were broken as He hung on the Cross (John 19:36). The blood and water that poured forth from His side, however, indicated that His heart was broken (John 19:34). Not only that, but Isaiah tells us He was bruised for our iniquities (53:5). A bruise is a wound underneath the skin. In other words, Jesus was bruised for the sin and struggles deep within us.

Proverbs 18:15
 

The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.

It’s one thing to seek knowledge, another thing to actually get it. You can seek wisdom by listening to Bible studies, reading books, going to church. But the knowledge you seek won’t do you any good until you get it—until you purpose in your heart to make it part of your life.

Proverbs 18:16
 

A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.

The gifts of God are essential if His church is to be enriched. If you practice the spiritual gift He has given you, there will always be room for you to minister. Was there a time when you were using your spiritual gift, but now it’s dormant? Do what Paul told Timothy to do: stir it up, and let the Lord minister through you once again (see 2 Timothy 1:6).

Proverbs 18:17
 

He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him.

The first time you hear something, you agree with it, until someone else presents the other side of the story. That’s why we shouldn’t speak too quickly. How freeing it was for me to finally realize I didn’t need to have an immediate opinion on everything.

Proverbs 18:18
 

The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the mighty.

Sometimes problems can be solved by simply casting lots, or by flipping a coin. Issues are often less complicated than we make them.

Proverbs 18:19
 

A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.

Oftentimes, we have more tolerance and compassion for the unbeliever than we do our own brother. I have noticed that the people who are closest theologically will often argue most vehemently because of spiritual “sibling rivalry.” Therefore, it’s important for me to ask the Lord to keep me from an adversarial mentality lest walls and bars be erected that eventually prove to be impossible to break through.

Proverbs 18:20
 

A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.

Wise, kind words are like a juicy steak. If you share kind words with someone else, you yourself will be satisfied.

Proverbs 18:21
 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

Your tongue can either be an instrument of life—encouraging and blessing—or it can destroy and wound. So powerful is the tongue that it is one of only two instruments by which our eternal destiny is determined (Romans 10:9, 10).

Proverbs 18:22
 

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD.

While the Bible has much to say about the blessings of singleness (1 Corinthians 7:32–34), it is also true that the one thing God declared not good in His creation was man’s single state (Genesis 2:18). If you are single, I encourage you to use your single state as an opportunity to serve God wholeheartedly. And if you are married, I encourage you to use your married state as an illustration of His love.

Proverbs 18:23, 24
 

The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly. A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

If you want friends, be friendly. Again, you have a Friend in Jesus and you have One who sticks closer than even your closest brother. My job is not to get people to like me. My job is to like people. If you want to have friends, don’t try to get people to like you. Just like them. If you love people and are interested in them, you’ll have friends. Yet, regardless of the number of your friends, there is only One who will never leave.

 
 

THE NAME OF THE LORD

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 18:10


Someone once said the sweetest sound in any language is the sound of one’s own name. If you’re walking down the street and someone calls your name, you stop dead in your tracks. That person has an immediate effect upon you simply because he knows your name. It was when Jesus uttered her name that Mary finally recognized Him (John 20:16). We are told that the Lord not only knows our names, but that they are engraved on the palms of His hands (Isaiah 49:16).

The question is, do we know God’s name? The word “God” is not a name at all. It is actually a title like “President” or “Prime Minister.” It describes a position. In reality, it is the master passion of any individual that is his god. What dominates your thinking? What establishes your priorities or agenda? What do you live for? What are you devoted to? That’s your god. There is a multitude of gods. But there is only one true and living, great and glorious God—and His name is LORD. Our text says the name of the LORD is a strong tower.

Many scholars believe that the name LORD in Hebrew, written YHWH is pronounced Yahweh. Others say it is Jehovah. The reason we don’t know its pronunciation is because the Hebrew scholars believed God’s name was too holy to even be pronounced. So they didn’t put vowels in His name. In fact, so highly did they esteem His name that before they wrote YHWH, they would take a bath and put on clean clothes.

Whatever its pronunciation, we see God’s name first revealed in Exodus 3.

As the adopted son of Pharaoh, Moses was second in command of the entire Egyptian empire. But Scripture says he chose to suffer with the people of God rather than to live in the splendor of Pharaoh’s palace (Hebrews 11:24, 25). That landed him on the backside of the desert, watching his father-in-law’s sheep. Shepherds were on the bottom rung of the social ladder in Egypt. So here’s Moses, who, only a while earlier had been high and mighty, a lowly shepherd in the desert, where he would remain for forty years while God worked with him and on him.

If you feel like you’re in a desert today, take hope. The Lord has something ahead for you, just as He did for Moses…

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.
Exodus 3:6


I’m so glad the Lord chose to use a bush to show Moses His reality because that means He can use a bunch of bush-leaguers like you and me.

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.
Exodus 3:10


“Moses, I’m drafting you,” God said. “I’ve heard the cry of My people. And I’m choosing you to deliver them.”

And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
Exodus 3:11


“Who am I to do this?” Moses asked. “I’m not even wanted there.” Later, he’ll complain that he’s a poor choice because he stutters. But look at the Lord’s answer…

And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.
Exodus 3:12


“The issue isn’t who you are, Moses. The issue is who I am,” God answered. “I will guide you and work through you.”

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?
Exodus 3:13


“The Israelites are going to ask me who sent me,” Moses said. “What shall I say to them?”

And now for the first time in all of history, God identifies His name clearly and unmistakably…

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
Exodus 3:14


“Tell the people I AM sent you,” God said.

And no doubt, Moses scratched His head and wondered, “You are… what?”

Moses was indeed used by God to deliver His people from Egypt. In Exodus 33, we hear him saying, “Lord, if You are not going to travel with us into the Land of Promise, we can’t make it. If You don’t go with us, we don’t want to go.”

“I’ll be with you every step of the way,” God answered.

“Then let me see You,” Moses pressed. “Let me know more of You.”

And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
Exodus 33:20–23


“No one can see Me and live,” the Lord declared. “But I’ll put you in a crack of the rock and cover you with My hand. Then I’ll pass by and remove My hand so you can see the afterglow of My glory.”

In chapter 34, we read that not only did the Lord allow Moses to see a portion of His glory, but He went on to proclaim His name more fully…

And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.
Exodus 34:5–8


Earlier, God had said His name was I AM. Now He finishes the sentence.

First, He said, “I AM merciful.” The first thing God wanted Moses to know about His character was that He was merciful. What is mercy? Mercy is not getting what you deserve. Jeremiah said it is because of the Lord’s mercy that we are not consumed (Lamentations 3:22). Think of your activities and attitudes during the past two years or two weeks or two hours and you’ll know we all deserve to be fried. But God doesn’t give us what we deserve.

Second, God said, “I AM gracious.” What is grace? Grace is undeserved, unearned, unmerited favor. If mercy is not getting what we deserve, grace is getting what we don’t deserve.

Third, God said, “I AM longsuffering. Even when My people turn against Me, I don’t give up on them.”

Fourth, God said, “I AM abundant in goodness.” I’m so glad that our God is abundant in goodness. I think of the deities of Canaan—capricious, evil, cruel, wicked gods all. But the true and living God is abundant in goodness. He is genuinely, thoroughly good.

Fifth, God said, “I AM truth.” God doesn’t change with the latest fad in philosophy. Therefore, you can build your life upon Him.

That is the God we serve. No wonder Solomon likens it to a strong tower that will keep the righteous safe. The problem, however, is most of the time we feel anything but righteous. Therefore, our tendency is to think we can’t run to the Lord because we haven’t prayed for days or because we haven’t had devotions for weeks.

Oh, but we can. The name of the Lord is a strong tower. The righteous run to Him and are safe. Who are the righteous? Second Corinthians 5:21 says we are the righteousness of God. Is it because we are sinless? No. Is it because we are obedient? No. It is because we are in Christ Jesus.

I am righteous because I’m in Christ Jesus, covered and clothed by His righteousness. So are you. Therefore, together we can run to Him and find mercy and grace, longsuffering, goodness and truth—everything we need. God proclaims this in Exodus 33. And Jesus explained it in the life He lived among us.

“I AM the way, the truth, and the life,” He said. “I AM the bread. I AM the living water. I AM the door. I AM the vine.” May you minister in His name. May you run to His name. May you cling to Him in time of need, trial, and distress. The name of the Lord is a strong tower indeed.




 

Chapter 19
 

Proverbs 19:1
 

Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.

Newer translations render this verse as: It’s better to be poor and honest than rich and foolish. In other words, it’s better to be honest and to retain your integrity even though it might lead to poverty than it is to compromise your convictions even if doing so would lead to riches. Many people think that if a person is poor, it’s due to sin in his life or a lack of faith in his heart. But that’s not necessarily so.

To the church at Smyrna, Jesus said, “I know you’re poor financially, but in reality, you’re rich because you’re walking with Me” (see Revelation 2:8, 9). Contrast that with what He said to the church at Laodicea: “Your monetary blessing isn’t at all indicative of My blessing because, spiritually, you’re lukewarm” (see Revelation 3:14–18).

The wealthy person who got his wealth through dishonesty might enjoy it for a season, but he has no assurance of what the next day will bring. We who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, we who have been adopted into God’s family, however, know He’ll provide for us day by day (Matthew 6:11).

Proverbs 19:2
 

Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth.

Part of the problem with our lives both personally and culturally is that we’re always in a hurry. Tranquility and calm are increasingly rare. But impatience inevitably leads to sin.

When the Gibeonites came to Joshua, saying, “We’re from a far country. Make a peace treaty with us,” Joshua looked at their moldy bread and worn-out sandals and quickly agreed, only to find that he had been tricked (Joshua 9). Like Joshua, the things we wish we could do over again would be done in a much calmer, slower manner. How we need patience.

Proverbs 19:3
 

The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD.

A foolish man doesn’t listen to the Lord, seek the Lord, or walk with the Lord. Yet when he ends up in trouble, who does he blame? The Lord.

Proverbs 19:4
 

Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his neighbour.

Wealth does make friends. The question is, what kind of friends does it make? While others may distance themselves from you if you hit hard times, there is One who promises that nothing shall separate us from His love (Romans 8:35–39).

Proverbs 19:5
 

A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not escape.

In the original text, this verse is a command. That is, we’re not to allow lies or false statements to go unpunished. Don’t let your kids exaggerate, Mom and Dad. Don’t let untruths go unchecked because they will lead to big problems down the road. If we truly believed that our shading of the truth would one day catch up with us, I wonder how it would affect the way we speak.

Proverbs 19:6
 

Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts.

Both biblically and innately we know we are to love people and use things. But practically, too often we do just the opposite. People have a tendency to hang around those who can advance their career or enhance their social standing. But not Jesus. On the contrary, He said we should give to those who can’t return the favor (Luke 14:13, 14).

It has been said that you can judge a man’s character by how he treats those who can do nothing for him. That’s why Jesus is so remarkable. He chose to hang out with those who, in the world’s eyes, were unimportant and forgotten.

Proverbs 19:7
 

All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to him.

If a man is poor, even his brothers won’t return his calls. The phone calls I return first provide a good indication of where my heart is on any given day. Whose phone calls would Jesus return? To whom did He particularly respond? Herod was the big man, but Luke tells us Jesus answered him nothing (23:9). On the other hand, Jesus had plenty to say to the leper and the blind man, to the woman at the well, and the woman taken in adultery.

Proverbs 19:8
 

He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: he that keepeth understanding shall find good.

Unfortunately, we can get wisdom without keeping understanding if we think that simply by hearing, agreeing with, or teaching the Word we’re actually obeying it. To “keep understanding” means you not only agree with it but act upon it. James would make this distinction even more clear by saying that it is the doer, not the hearer, who will be blessed (1:23–25).

Proverbs 19:9
 

A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish.

A false witness not only should be punished, but will be punished. Many people don’t have a restful, peaceful life because they’re always twisting the truth.

Proverbs 19:10, 11
 

Delight is not seemly for a fool; much less for a servant to have rule over princes. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression.

You’re a wise man if you don’t give in to anger but instead pass over transgression. Look again at the phrase “pass over.” When God’s people were in bondage in Egypt, the Lord sent a series of plagues meant to soften Pharaoh’s heart—the last of which was to slay the firstborn of every house not marked with the blood of a lamb on the top, bottom, and both sides of the door. When the death angel saw the blood, he would “pass over” the house and spare the family within (Exodus 12).

Whenever I see my brother or sister, friend or neighbor doing something wrong and think justice must be done, I have to remember justice has been done. The price has been paid because even as the blood on the homes formed the sign of a cross, so Jesus died on the Cross for the very sin that infuriates me. Therefore, if I don’t pass over it like the death angel did, I’m essentially telling Jesus that His blood isn’t sufficient, that He didn’t pay a high enough price.

It’s a wise man who defers his anger and passes over transgression by realizing the Lord has already dealt with it.

Proverbs 19:12
 

The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass.

Our Lord is the Lamb of God (John 1:29), but He’s also the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). Those who don’t want to submit to His lordship will hear Him roar, “Depart from Me. I never knew you” (Matthew 7:22, 23). But those who understand He’s the Lamb slain for their sin will find His favor.

Proverbs 19:13, 14
 

A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. House and riches are the inheritance of fathers and a prudent wife is from the LORD.

A father can provide his son with an inheritance, but he can’t give him a prudent wife because it’s up to the son to make a good choice. Yet even the son’s choice can be affected by a father’s consistent prayer.

Proverbs 19:15
 

Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.

If you’re slothful, you’ll always be in somewhat of a daze. I have found that when I think I need more rest, I will actually be more renewed by more activity.

Proverbs 19:16
 

He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die.

If you ignore the Lord’s commandments and ways, you do so to your own hurt, for the wages of sin is only death (Romans 6:23).

Proverbs 19:17
 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.

If you’re looking for a good investment, a wise loan to make, give to the poor; for, in so doing, you’re lending to the Lord. And He pays back with great dividends! In Deuteronomy 15:11, God said that the poor will always be in the land. Jesus reiterated this in Matthew 26:11 when He said, “For ye have the poor always with you.” This means that there is no shortage of wonderful investment opportunities for us. Ask the Lord to give you a sensitivity to people who are hurting. Then share generously with the people He is sure to bring your way.

Proverbs 19:18
 

Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

Throughout the Book of Proverbs, Solomon exhorts parents not to spare the rod. If you don’t deal with children when they’re young, it will be hopeless later on.

Proverbs 19:19
 

A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again.

A man who loses his temper will continually find himself in hot water.

Proverbs 19:20, 21
 

Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end. There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.

We may have lots of ideas or thoughts, but it’s only God’s counsel that truly stands.

Proverbs 19:22
 

The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.

The desire—or literally, the attractiveness—of a man is his kindness. If you want to be attractive, be like Jesus, for He is the essence of kindness. Our culture emphasizes outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the inward appearance (1 Samuel 16:7). And, as life goes on, we realize that it is the kind person who is also the most outwardly attractive in the end.

Proverbs 19:23
 

The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.

The fear of the Lord is not only the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), but also the source of true and lasting satisfaction.

Proverbs 19:24
 

A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

Literally, a slothful man buries his hand in his dish, but he’s too lazy to bring the food to his mouth. The lazier a man is, the more he intends to do—tomorrow. That can apply to us spiritually, as well, if our plans to study the Word and grow in the Word are always scheduled to begin tomorrow.

Proverbs 19:25 (a)
 

Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware…

Cruising down the road, seeing someone else being ticketed for speeding causes you to instinctively slow down. So too, when he observes someone else being disciplined, even a foolish man takes note.

Proverbs 19:25 (b)
 

…and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.

When a wise man is corrected, he will grow even wiser.

Proverbs 19:26–29
 

He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach. Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge. An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the wicked devoureth iniquity. Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools.

There is a sharp contrast between the shameful son, the ungodly witness, the scorners and fools and the blessed man of Proverbs 1. Who is the blessed man? The one who doesn’t follow the counsel of the ungodly, the one who doesn’t follow the footsteps of sinners, the one who doesn’t make himself at home with the cynic.

Chapter 20
 

Proverbs 20:1
 

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

After the Flood, Noah became a farmer. Many Bible scholars believe that the fermentation process was a result of the flood and was unknown to man before then. Thus, they believe Noah would not have known about the effects of fermentation. Whether this be true or not, one thing is certain: drunkenness was his undoing (Genesis 9:21).

Proverbs 20:2, 3
 

The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul. It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.

A fool is always looking for a fight, but as the Prince of peace, Jesus spoke truth without starting fights. If you want to be an honorable man, see how many fights you can stay out of, how many controversies you can avoid.

Proverbs 20:4
 

The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.

“It’s too cold,” the sluggard says. So he gathers no harvest.

“My spirit is so cold,” we sometimes say, “that I can’t read the Word.”

Yes, there are times when you will feel cold and experience dryness, but here’s the key: You can either be a sluggard and not do it, or you can be a wise steward and keep plowing, keep cultivating, reading, studying, and learning even when it’s cold and dry. If you choose the second option, you will harvest in due season. The season will change. But if you give up, close your Bible, and stop seeking the Lord because your heart is too cold or your spirit is too dry, you’ll miss out on a huge harvest of revelation, understanding, and inspiration.

Proverbs 20:5
 

Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out.

The wise man learns how to so converse with others that he draws out riches and insights from them.

Proverbs 20:6, 7
 

Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find? The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.

Many of us don’t even know the meaning of integrity much less have a commitment to it. But it is a word rich in meaning and a quality greatly to be desired.

For topical study of Proverbs 20:7, see “Integrity.” 

Proverbs 20:8, 9
 

A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes. Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?

Jesus looked at the people gathered around the woman taken in adultery and said, “Whoever among you is without sin can cast the first stone.” Yet John tells us that one by one, from the oldest to the youngest, everyone dropped the rocks they held in their hands in a clear admission of their own sin (8:7–9).

Proverbs 20:10
 

Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD.

Using one set of weights to sell and another to buy is dishonest. The same set of weights was to be used both to buy and sell. Jesus talked about one standard of measurement as well when He said, “With the same measure we give mercy, mercy will be given to us (Luke 6:38).

Proverbs 20:11, 12
 

Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.

As believers, we should be the happiest people on the planet because we realize that God, in His grace, not only gave us eyes that see and ears that hear physically, but eyes and ears of faith, as well.

Proverbs 20:13
 

Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.

This applies not only physically but spiritually. We don’t have to remain in a state of spiritual deprivation if we open our eyes early enough to be nourished by the bread of God’s Word morning by morning (Matthew 4:4).

Proverbs 20:14
 

It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth.

“Your price is too high. What you’re selling is not worth it,” says the buyer. But after he buys it, he brags about what a good bargain he got. Again, this speaks of a double standard, a lack of integrity.

Proverbs 20:15
 

There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

Once again, Solomon compares monetary wealth with knowledge, and wealth comes out the lesser.

Proverbs 20:16, 17
 

Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman. Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel.

Any physical wage or object given to you without your having to work for it might be initially pleasing, but in the long run, you will be shortchanged without the development that comes only through labor and patience.

Proverbs 20:18, 19
 

Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make war. He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.

Whether in the halls of government, the streets of your neighborhood, or the aisles of your church, if someone gossips to you about someone else, know that it won’t be long before he’ll be gossiping to someone else about you. What is the end result of gossip? Casualties and pain from the needless war that inevitably breaks out.

Proverbs 20:20, 21
 

Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness. An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed.

Reiterating verse 17, Solomon says if you get something free, it might be a blessing at the beginning, but not so over the long haul.

Proverbs 20:22–24
 

Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD, and he shall save thee. Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false balance is not good. Man’s goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand his own way?

There is so much I don’t understand about myself and about life. Certain things are definitely beyond my understanding. Therefore, I’m learning that I don’t have to pretend to understand everything. Rather, I can have a peace that passes understanding (Philippians 4:7).

Proverbs 20:25
 

It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after vows to make inquiry.

This speaks of using that which was once given to the Lord for one’s own purposes instead—be it time, money, energy, or anything else we have committed to Him.

Proverbs 20:26
 

A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them.

Some scholars believe this speaks of the wheel of the law being applied to the sins of the wicked.

Proverbs 20:27
 

The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.

In Romans 1, we read that no man has an excuse to think he doesn’t need a Savior because the candle of conscience searches every man and every man knows he’s a sinner.

Proverbs 20:28
 

Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy.

Whether in business or in your family, how is a man’s position held? By mercy. If you’re working with others in any realm, this is a key. We must be people of truth, but we must also be those who show mercy. Jesus, of course, is the epitome of truth and at the same time the essence of mercy.

Proverbs 20:29
 

The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is the grey head.

Ours is one of the few societies in world history that does not value the gray head. And we are the poorer for it because the zeal of youth becomes even more effective when mellowed by the wisdom of age.

Proverbs 20:30
 

The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil: so do stripes the inward parts of the belly.

So great is our sin that nothing less than wounds and stripes could pay for it. Yet the unspeakable mystery of the gospel is that the very One against whom we sinned was the same One who paid for our sin with His stripes and wounds (Isaiah 53:5).

 
 

INTEGRITY

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 20:7


What does “integrity” mean? Webster defines it this way: “An unimpaired condition or soundness, adherence to a code of moral values, and the quality or state of being complete and undivided. See also honesty.” What does integrity mean? Soundness, completeness, honesty.

Why should we, as believers, be concerned about walking in integrity? Following are four reasons why integrity is beneficial.

Integrity Benefits Our Families


According to our text, if we want our children to do well in life, we need to be those who walk in integrity. If you want your kids to grow up blessed, prosperous, and happy, you need to walk in integrity, Mom. According to God’s Word, Dad, what you do directly affects your children. Therefore, if you’re lacking integrity, your kids will miss a certain blessing.

Integrity Provides Direction Personally


“I don’t have direction for my life,” we sometimes say. One of the reasons could be a lack of integrity. When you ask the Lord for direction, are you asking with integrity, or are you asking out of curiosity? Sometimes, I catch myself praying out of curiosity—not saying, “Lord, whatever You say, I’ll do,” but rather, “Lord, give me Your opinion on this matter, and I’ll decide whether I’ll follow it or not.”

Approach the Lord with integrity, saying, “Whatever You say, Lord, I’ll do,” and I promise He’ll give counsel and guidance to you. He’ll open and close doors. He’ll bring the counsel of wise brothers and sisters. He’ll open Scripture to you if you seek Him with integrity.

Integrity Protects from Iniquity


Sin stinks. It destroys. It erodes. It ruins life. It robs joy. So how can we be protected from it? One of the ways is through integrity.

Rather than tell Abimelech that Sarah was his wife, Abraham told him she was his sister. But because of Abimelech’s integrity, God kept him from sinning with Sarah (Genesis 20:5, 6). Integrity protects us from temptations that bombard us, from the carnal intentions that otherwise would so easily ensnare us.

Integrity Produces Mental Stability


James tells us that a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways (1:8). That is, if you’re not determined to walk in a certain direction, if you’re not sure where you stand on issues of life, if your standards vary depending on who you’re with or where you’re at, you’ll be like a wave tossed to and fro. Life will be nothing but confusing to you. On the other hand, if you have a solid standard, a sure foundation upon which to build your life, you will have mental stability.

The decision is yours and mine. Are we going to be a people who walk in integrity? God desires it. And we benefit from it.

How do we walk in integrity? Turn to Job 2…

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.
Job 2:1–3


Satan came to God and said, “If You let me deal with Job, he’ll curse you. He’ll turn his back on You. Take away his blessings, his riches, his family, and see what happens to his integrity.” As the Lord allowed, Satan had a field day with Job. Yet even when his family was killed, his crops were wiped out, his house burned down, Job never lost his integrity.

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
Job 2:4–9


When excruciating pain was added to Job’s loss, his wife said, “Forget your integrity. Curse God and die.” Did he? Turn to Job 27.

As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils; My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.
Job 27:2–5


“I don’t care what happens,” Job says. “I will not walk away from integrity. I’m committed to this course. I adhere to these values. I will keep these standards no matter what. My wife can come down on me. My body can fall apart. My possessions and family can be taken from me. But I will not give up my integrity.”

What kind of man would be able to say this? Job 31 gives us insight…

I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid? For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high? Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity? Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps? If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.
Job 31:1–6


At a certain point in Job’s life, he made a covenant, a promise, a contract, an agreement. He said, “I am making a legal contract in my heart with myself that I will not do certain things no matter what. It’s not open to debate. It’s not a question for consideration. I will not do certain things. Period.”

This is the key, the crux, the dynamic of integrity. When you decide, God will provide. He will meet you in that place of decision and provide the strength to maintain your integrity in that area.

I doubt if any of us has a problem with heroin. Therefore, if someone offered it to you, it wouldn’t be an issue for you. But what about ice cream? I can say I shouldn’t have ice cream. I don’t need it. I admit it’s not good for me. But am I determined not to have it? Did I make a covenant not to have it? No. Therefore, I am lacking integrity—undivided, complete honesty—concerning it.

Ice cream is humorous, but stretching the truth, gossiping, immorality, substance abuse, unethical business practices, cheating on taxes are not. Once we, like Job, decide to walk in integrity, God will meet us there and provide the strength to keep our commitment. He did it for Job. He did it for Abimelech. He’ll do it for you.




 

Chapter 21
 

Proverbs 21:1
 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.

Whether we are speaking of the pharaohs of Egypt or the kings of Babylon, the chairman in China or the president of America, any ruler is there only as God allows him to be (John 19:10, 11). In reality, although they seem powerful in our perspective, they’re really only puppets for God’s sovereign purpose.

Caesar Augustus was one of the greatest leaders of all time, at least in the eyes of man. When he decided to tax the whole world, he no doubt felt potent as he ordered the entire world to go to the cities of their birth. In reality, however, who was pulling the strings of Caesar Augustus’ heart? God. You see, when Jesus was about to be born, Mary was in the Galilee area in the city of Nazareth. Yet Micah had declared that Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, the city of David (5:2). So what would compel Mary and Joseph to make the journey to Bethlehem? God the Father simply pulled the strings of His puppet, Caesar Augustus, to order everyone to their home towns to be taxed. And in so doing, Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem, perfectly fulfilling Micah’s prophecy.

Because God is on the throne, we don’t have to panic about government policies. Yes, we are to pray for our leaders. Yes, we are to be engaged as citizens of this country. But we’re not to perspire, pout, panic, or plot. Instead, we’re to pray, knowing that God is in complete control. And as we do, we’ll be at peace.

Proverbs 21:2
 

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.

Although every man thinks he can justify what he’s doing, God sees the heart. Therefore, He’s the only One qualified to judge a man. So I leave the judging with Him. It’s His responsibility to judge and ours to love.

Proverbs 21:3
 

To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

How we live is more important than what we give.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Matthew 23:23


The Pharisees were very careful to tithe ten percent of everything they had. They even counted out the seeds of spices and gave one of every ten to God. They were meticulous in this matter. But Jesus told them that, in addition to tithing, they should have been attentive to the heart of the law—wise counsel, mercy, and faith.

Proverbs 21:4
 

An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.

Isaiah tells us that, apart from Jesus, even the best we can do is no better than filthy rags (64:6), even if it’s something as seemingly innocent as plowing a field. We need to be continually cleansed by the blood of Jesus because sin taints everything we do.

Proverbs 21:5
 

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want.

The one who considers carefully will end up with plenty. But the one who is in a hurry will end up lacking.

Proverbs 21:6
 

The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek death.

That which I achieve by being deceitful or manipulative won’t last and will ultimately lead only to disaster.

Proverbs 21:7
 

The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them; because they refuse to do judgment.

Those who rip people off in one way or another will themselves be destroyed in the process.

Proverbs 21:8
 

The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure, his work is right.

“You’ll know a tree by its fruit,” Jesus said, “not by what a person says, but by what they actually do” (see Matthew 12:33).

Proverbs 21:9
 

It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house.

If a man is living with a contentious woman, always allowing tensions and arguments to arise, he would be better off living in an attic. This isn’t an indictment against women. It’s a warning against being discontent in your single state, thinking marriage is the ultimate solution.

Proverbs 21:10–12
 

The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. The righteous man wisely considereth the house of the wicked: but God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness.

When the cynic is punished, others learn by watching what happens to him. Do jail terms deter crime? The Bible teaches they do because when the evil man is punished the simple man wises up. If you’re wise, however, you won’t have to learn by watching someone else or by seeing your own situation erode. You can learn directly from the Word.

Proverbs 21:13
 

Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.

Many times people wonder why God doesn’t seem to answer their prayers. Here is one of the reasons the Bible gives. That is, if we ignore the cry of the poor, when we cry in our own time of need, we won’t be heard. But we’re too busy or self-absorbed to answer them. Our text tells us that if we’re not compassionate toward others, our prayers can indeed be hindered.

Proverbs 21:14
 

A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath.

“Pray for your enemies,” Jesus said (see Matthew 5:44). He also said, “When you pray in secret, your Father will reward you openly” (see Matthew 6:6). Therefore, the best gift I can give my enemy is to pray for him. And as I do, the reward will be that, whether or not the situation with him changes, my heart toward him will.

Proverbs 21:15, 16
 

It is joy to the just to do judgment: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead.

Those who neglect meeting together for worship, Bible study, and prayer still go to church. It’s called the congregation of the dead.

Proverbs 21:17
 

He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.

The word translated “pleasure” is literally “sport.” If you live for sports and fancy dining, you’ll not be rich. This speaks not only of finances, but of priority. If it’s more important to you to go skiing than to study the Scripture, to play racquetball than to pray, your soul will be impoverished.

Proverbs 21:18, 19
 

The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright. It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.

With 1,000 wives and concubines, Solomon could speak with authority about women.

Proverbs 21:20
 

There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.

Concerning earthly finances, it is the wise man who saves and the foolish man who spends money as fast as he makes it. The same thing can be said spiritually, for Jesus said we are to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20).

Proverbs 21:21
 

He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour.

People in any culture generally fall into one of two categories: Pharisee or fool. A Pharisee is committed to righteousness but shows no mercy. A fool, on the other hand, shows mercy to everyone but has no regard for righteousness. The way to have a successful life is to hold righteousness and mercy in balance by walking righteously yourself and showing mercy to everyone else.

Proverbs 21:22, 23
 

A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof. Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.

Here we see another recurring theme in the Book of Proverbs. That is, if you know how to keep your mouth shut, you’ll keep your soul from all kinds of problems. Take a tip from nature: Your ears aren’t made to close, but your mouth is.

Proverbs 21:24–26
 

Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath. The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour. He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not.

The lazy man looks for what he can take, but the righteous man looks for what he can give.

Proverbs 21:27
 

The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?

If a person gives a sacrifice to God but only to bribe or manipulate Him, it’s an abomination to God. God should be worshiped for who He is, not for what He can do.

Proverbs 21:28
 

A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth speaketh constantly.

The word translated “constantly” doesn’t refer to one who never stops talking, but to the one whose speech is constant, or consistent. In other words, the man who is heard is the man who speaks with consistency.

Proverbs 21:29
 

A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way.

The wicked man is stubborn, but the upright man considers his way and says, “Maybe I was wrong. Maybe there’s a better plan.” He considers his way. The wicked are stubborn. The upright are flexible.

Proverbs 21:30
 

There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD.

When I argue with God, I lose. When I fight against God, I lose. God never loses. The outcome is already determined. God always wins. Therefore, anything contrary to the Word—no matter how wise and mystical it might seem—is destined to fail.

Proverbs 21:31
 

The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.

We are to prepare for battle, to ready ourselves for whatever undertaking faces us, but we must never forget that if we’re successful, it will be solely because the Lord came through. Without Him, I can’t. Without Me, He won’t. It’s a partnership that will last throughout eternity.

Chapter 22
 

Proverbs 22:1
 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.

When Solomon said a good name is more important than wealth, he knew what he was talking about, for no man has been wealthier than he.

The story is told that, as Alexander the Great reviewed his troops one day, one of his soldiers slouched a bit.


“What’s your problem?” Alexander asked him.

The soldier explained that he had been out on the town the night before.

“What’s your name?” Alexander asked.

“Alexander,” the soldier answered.

The general said, “Either change your conduct or change your name.”

We have a good name because we carry the Lord’s name. It’s an important responsibility and a tremendous privilege.

Proverbs 22:2
 

The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.

God is the Father only of those who receive His Son (John 1:12). Yet, although He is not the Father of all men, He is the Creator of all men, rich and poor alike. Poverty is not indicative of sin or iniquity. In fact, it has been said that the greatest test of character is how a man handles either wealth or poverty. They’re both equally difficult. Jesus chose to be poor, and I believe He is calling the church today to a greater compassion and greater involvement with those who are poor, both in spirit and in material goods.

Proverbs 22:3
 

A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

The prudent man foresees evil and he flees it. The simple man, on the other hand, just gets sucked in.

Proverbs 22:4
 

By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.

Walking in awe of God and in humility before people results in a rich, honorable life.

Proverbs 22:5, 6
 

Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them. Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

The implication of this passage is that if you train up a child in the way he should go, even when he’s old, he’ll keep walking in it. There’s a difference between training and teaching. A teacher tells what to do. A trainer shows how to do it. “Follow me as I follow Christ,” Paul would say (1 Corinthians 11:1). “Walk in my footsteps. Do what I do.”

Notice that we are to train up our child in the way he should go—not in the way we wish he’d go. Dads, we’re particularly vulnerable to making our sons walk in the way we think they should go. But wise is the dad who studies his kids carefully to see how the Lord made them specifically. Parenting is not so much about molding as it is about unfolding.

Proverbs 22:7
 

The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.

If you’re constantly borrowing, you’ll always be in a subservient position and therefore prone to bitterness.

Proverbs 22:8
 

He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.

Do you get angry easily? It could be because you’re putting your time, treasure, and talent in things that are empty. When I get angry, I have to say, “Forgive me, Lord. I’ve been planting my seed in the wrong garden.”

Proverbs 22:9
 

He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.

The term “bountiful eye” should read “single eye.” “If your eye be single,” Jesus said, “your whole body is full of light. But if your eye be evil, your whole body is full of darkness” (see Matthew 6:22, 23). What does it mean to have an evil eye? According to Proverbs 28:22, having an evil eye means wanting to be rich. A single eye, on the other hand, speaks of generosity. Jesus says that the way a man handles his resources, the way he cares for the poor, will affect his entire character. Unfortunately, being generous seems to run cross-current with our present culture, where the goal is to obtain as many goods as we can for ourselves.

Proverbs 22:10
 

Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease.

When Jesus told Jairus his daughter was not dead but sleeping, Mark tells us he was laughed to scorn (5:40). Jesus would indeed heal Jairus’ daughter, but not before he cast out the mockers. Mockers and scorners that question God’s promises and goodness can take up residence within my own heart, as well. If I want to see the Lord work, if I want to see Him bring hopes that appear dead to life, I must cast out the mockers and scorners by claiming the Word with faith.

Proverbs 22:11
 

He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend.

Some people have pure hearts but lack grace. Others have grace but lack pure hearts. If you have both, however, you’ll be embraced by whoever is in power because purity and grace are an unbeatable combination. The key is to pray that your own heart would be pure and that you would be able to show limitless mercy and grace to others.

Proverbs 22:12, 13
 

The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor. The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets.

The slothful man always finds reasons for not stepping out. The slothful man will stay inside and miss the opportunity to move out for God, failing to understand that while our enemy is indeed a lion (1 Peter 5:8), we have within us the power of the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5).

It was fear of the enemy that kept the Israelites out of the Promised Land (Numbers 13:32, 33). But they eventually entered the Land, only to discover that, all along, their enemies were afraid of them and their God (Joshua 2:9–11). Oh, if we only realized that, truly, greater is He that is within us than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).

Proverbs 22:14, 15
 

The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein. Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

Regardless of what psychologists say in any given era, God’s Word specifically tells us that a child’s heart is inherently, innately in need of correction. That is why it has been wisely said that much of child rearing is knowing which end to pat and when.

Proverbs 22:16
 

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.

Our tendency is to give gifts to people who are above us in order to impress them. But rarely are they as impressed as we hope. It is by investing in the poor that we find true satisfaction.

Proverbs 22:17–21
 

Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee this day, even to thee. Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee?

“I’ve written these things down,” Solomon says, “so that you’ll be wise and that you’ll share this wisdom with others.”

Proverbs 22:22, 23
 

Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them.

Why does the Lord have such a heart for the poor? Because He Himself chose to be poor (Matthew 8:20). Could I suggest an experiment? Next time you want to go out to dinner or to a movie, give money to a poor person instead and see if you don’t find more satisfaction from giving it away than any movie or dinner could bring you.

Proverbs 22:24, 25
 

Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.

Don’t be friends with angry people because you’ll start to agree with them. Anger and bitterness are contagious.

Proverbs 22:26, 27
 

Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts. If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from under thee?

If you get involved in financial entanglements, you might not lose your bed, but you’ll most likely lose some sleep.

Proverbs 22:28
 

Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.

The reference here is to Deuteronomy 19:14 in which the Lord prohibits changing the boundaries or borders He established. I believe we are not to change spiritual boundaries or borders. I’m always leery when someone says he has a new truth to share or a new insight from the Word no one has ever seen. There are solid boundaries given to us concerning how to interpret the Bible and how to extract meaning from it. Both individually and corporately we err if we declare the old boundaries to be irrelevant.

Proverbs 22:29
 

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

If you’re diligent in your business, you’ll be successful. If you’re diligent in doing what the Lord would have you do, one day you’ll stand before the King of kings and hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

Chapter 23
 

Proverbs 23:1–3
 

When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is before thee: And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite. Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful meat.

When Daniel and his three friends were invited to eat of the king’s meat and delicacies, they opted out and thrived as a result (Daniel 1). I can’t help but think they did this on the basis of this Scripture. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will bring all things to our remembrance (John 14:26). But He can’t bring to remembrance that which hasn’t been stored in the memory. That is why it’s so important to read the Word constantly. Even though you might not be able to make application at the time, down the line, the Holy Spirit can bring it to mind and make application at the perfect time.

Proverbs 23:4
 

Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.

Don’t use your mental abilities to try to figure out how to amass more and more riches. Did Solomon labor to be rich? On the contrary, when he could have anything he wanted, he didn’t ask for wealth. He asked for wisdom.

Proverbs 23:5
 

Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.

In Scripture, we see money either falling through holes (Haggai 1:6) or flying away with wings. Yet they who wait on the Lord shall themselves mount up with wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31). Credit is based upon impatience. Therefore, wait upon the Lord, gang. He’ll bless in due season.

Proverbs 23:6–8
 

Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words.

As seen in Proverbs 28:22, the evil eye speaks of a lack of generosity. Here, Solomon says if a person doesn’t make the same kinds of offers to the poor, the unknown, the person in the back, as he does to the wealthy, he is not to be trusted because his heart is not right.

Proverbs 23:9
 

Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.

People either want to know truth or they don’t. They can’t be argued into it. Therefore, don’t waste your time talking to someone who only wants to argue.

Proverbs 23:10, 11
 

Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless: For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee.

In Solomon’s day, people were not to go into the fields of the fatherless to take advantage of their situation and rip them off. In our day, we’re not to look at another’s calamity as an opportunity to better our own situation.

Proverbs 23:12
 

Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge.

Notice that Solomon doesn’t tell us to apply our mind to instruction. Rather, we’re to apply our heart. As we’ve discovered in school, if we apply our mind only, we’ll forget what we put there as soon as the test is over. But if it’s a subject that intrigues us, we’ll retain the information.

Proverbs 23:13, 14
 

Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.

Solomon isn’t talking about beating or bruising one’s child because Paul will later prohibit fathers from provoking their kids to wrath (Ephesians 6:4). This verse speaks of the awesome privilege and responsibility we have to train our children carefully and consistently.

Proverbs 23:15–17
 

My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things. Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long.

What is the fear of God? Being afraid of doing anything that would grieve Him, not because you’re intimidated by Him but because you’re in love with Him.

Proverbs 23:18
 

For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.

In all my years of ministry, I have yet to hear someone voice regret over not sinning more. Yet multiplied thousands of times I have heard people express deep regret over the sins of their past. Don’t envy sinners because sin brings nothing but despair and death. On the other hand, you will never once be disappointed by serving, loving, and obeying the Lord.

Proverbs 23:19–21
 

Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way. Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.

Overdrinking, overeating, and oversleeping result in poverty both spiritually and materially. It is the one who seeks God early who finds Him (Proverbs 8:17).

Proverbs 23:22–25
 

Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old. Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice.

Do whatever it takes to get truth, instruction, knowledge, and wisdom. It takes work, but God tells us that if we pay the price and don’t give up, we’ll be a source of joy to our heavenly Father as well as to our earthly parents.

Proverbs 23:26
 

My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

Solomon was able to say, “Don’t just listen to what I say. See how I live. Watch what I do with my free time. Observe how I align my priorities.” What a statement. How my heart desires to be able to say this.

Proverbs 23:27, 28
 

For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow pit. She also lieth in wait as for a prey, and increaseth the transgressors among men.

I believe it is more than coincidental that immediately after telling his son to observe his ways, Solomon warns about the immoral woman.

Many times, parents feel they can’t encourage their kids to walk in purity because of the sin in their own past. But here, it’s as if Solomon says, “Learn even from the mistakes I’ve made.”

A hypocrite is one who says, “Do as I say, not as I do.”

A mentor says, “Do what I say, not what I used to do. Look at my scars and learn from them.”

Proverbs 23:29–32
 

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.

Wine looks so pretty in the goblet. The commercials are so enticing. The jingles are so catchy. It seems so chic to have a drink in your hand. But it has a bite.

Proverbs 23:33–35
 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.

Alcohol causes men to lust after strange women, to say perverse things, to end up in brawls. Yet even after all of this, the foolish man says, “Pour me another one,” completely unaware of the toll it’s taking.

Yes, all things are lawful for the believer, but not all things are wise (see 1 Corinthians 10:23). Of the approximately twenty million alcoholics in America, probably no one set out to be one. Everyone thought he could handle it.

Chapter 24
 

Proverbs 24:1 (a)
 

Be not thou envious against evil men…

We’re not to envy evil men. Who are evil men? Anyone who doesn’t have the righteousness of Jesus Christ, for even though someone might be a nice guy, the Bible says none are righteous (Romans 3:10). The only way we’re righteous is if we are in Christ, washed by the blood of the Lamb, robed with His righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).

Proverbs 24:1 (b)
 

…neither desire to be with them.

Didn’t Jesus spend time with sinners? Yes, but in every instance, they were radically changed by Him. Therefore, if you want to hang around sinners so that a powerful witness can be expressed, if the atmosphere of the gathering changes because of your presence, that’s one thing. But if the sinful atmosphere is changing you, that’s something else altogether, and you should not be there.

Proverbs 24:2
 

For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief.

At the heart of the world of which people are often so envious is nothing but destruction.

Proverbs 24:3, 4
 

Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.

Instead of spending time with evil men, build your house, your family, with wisdom. It will be a rich place to be. God will bless.

Proverbs 24:5
 

A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.

A man of knowledge is stronger even than the man known for his strength.

No one knew this better than Solomon’s father, David. If he was counting on his strength to beat Goliath, he would have been laughably outmatched. Instead, he beat Goliath with his knowledge—his knowledge of the Lord (1 Samuel 17:45–47).

Proverbs 24:6

 

For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety.

You’ll know how to charge into the battle. You’ll know how to engage the enemy. You’ll know the direction in which you need to go if you have the wisdom that comes from a multitude of counselors. Every one of us has the wisdom of forty wise counselors at our disposal. The wisdom of Isaiah, Moses, John, Peter, James, Ezekiel sits on our nightstand, waiting to direct us. On top of that, we have the Wonderful Counselor living within (Isaiah 9:6).

Proverbs 24:7
 

Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the gate.

The Hebrew word translated “fool” literally means “rebel,” while the gate refers to the place where wisdom was dispensed and counsel given in Solomon’s day.

There can be a tendency for us to be critical or caustic especially in our youth, but according to this verse, that type of individual will never sit in the gate. That is, he will never rise to a position of true leadership or authority.

Proverbs 24:8
 

He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person.

The word mischievous literally means “troubling one.” When you see a mischievous person, you know trouble is coming. Therefore, it would do us well to ask ourselves if we want to be people who others dread to see coming.

Proverbs 24:9, 10
 

The thought of foolishness is sin: and the scorner is an abomination to men. If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.

If you faint when trouble comes, if you back away from the battle, fearing its difficulty, your weakness is revealed. Don’t pray for an easier life. Pray that you’ll be a stronger person. Trials don’t make or break a person. They’re simply a gauge to show you where you’re at in your walk with the Lord.

If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses?… Jeremiah 12:5 (a)


In other words, if you’re exhausted by the problem facing you today, what will you do when even bigger problems come your way?

Whatever I’m going through today is strengthening me for what will come tomorrow. God is faithful to not allow us to be tempted above what we’re able to bear (1 Corinthians 10:13). He will never overburden us. Therefore, our moaning and crying is not an indication of the heaviness of our burdens but the weakness of our backs.

Proverbs 24:11, 12
 

If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?

Although you can say you weren’t aware of the plight of those around you, God knows the truth. We can fool each other, but we can’t fool Him.

We know there are people in our neighborhoods headed for hell. How can we ignore this? According to Ezekiel 3:18, 19, if they ignore our warnings, we’ll be free from their blood. But if we don’t warn them at all, we’ll be in some way held responsible. That’s why Paul was able to say, “I am free from the blood of all men” (Acts 20:26). In other words, he had shared the gospel with everyone he possibly could.

Proverbs 24:13, 14
 

My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste: So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.

Just as honey is sweet and pleasant to eat, you’ll find that once you acquire a taste for wisdom and understanding, you will want more and more and more. Start reading the Word, start studying the Scripture, start meditating and you’ll develop an appetite for it. But an appetite needs to be cultivated. If I don’t have a hunger for the Word, the reason is because I’m not in the Word. When I neglect my devotional life, my appetite for the Word diminishes.

Proverbs 24:15, 16
 

Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous; spoil not his resting place: For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.

The difference between a just man and a wicked man is that when a just man falls, he gets back up, but when a wicked man falls, he gives up. Peter fell many times. He cursed the Lord, denied the Lord, and spoke out of line. But each time, he got back up. On the other hand, when Judas fell, rather than get up, he gave up (Matthew 27:5).

The just man isn’t the perfect man. The just man is simply the one who says, “I know I’ve fallen, but I’ve got to keep going in the Lord. I love Him. I need Him. I want to be more like Him.”

Proverbs 24:17, 18
 

Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth: Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away his wrath from him.

If the Lord sees you finding joy when your enemy stumbles, He’ll turn His wrath from your enemy and bless him just to teach you a lesson. Don’t ever rejoice at someone else’s misfortune. It displeases the Lord.

Proverbs 24:19, 20
 

Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked; For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.

Don’t worry if the evil man seems to be getting away with a lot. His days are numbered. His time is limited.

Proverbs 24:21, 22
 

My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change: For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth the ruin of them both?

“Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king,” Peter would write.

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God,” Paul would declare (Romans 13:1).

Proverbs 24:23–26
 

These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect of persons in judgment. He that saith unto the wicked, Thou are righteous; him shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him: But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them. Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.

The precedent for fair judgment was set from Israel’s earliest days, when Moses declared, “Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God’s: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it” (Deuteronomy 1:17).

Proverbs 24:27
 

Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house.

In other words, Solomon said to make sure that necessities were met before conveniences were added, which, in his day and climate, would have included a house as opposed to a tent.

Proverbs 24:28, 29
 

Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work.

While there is never justification for being a false witness, bringing even a just cause against one’s neighbor is wrong if it is done out of malice or for retaliation.

Proverbs 24:30–32
 

I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction.

Solomon considered the thorns, nettles, and broken fence in a field and vineyard and concluded it was the result of laziness and foolishness. Jesus, on the other hand, called His followers to consider the birds of the air and the lilies of the field and to conclude that we serve a God who lovingly cares for His creation (Luke 12:26–30).

Proverbs 24:33, 34
 

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.

Observing the field and vineyard of the lazy and foolish, Solomon said, “I saw what sleep can do.” In other words, your dreams will never come true until you get out of bed!

Chapter 25
 

Proverbs 25:1
 

These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.

In chapters 25 through 29, we come to proverbs that were composed by Solomon but compiled by Hezekiah. Hezekiah ruled Judah approximately two hundred fifty years after Solomon. So it would seem as though as Hezekiah’s men read through some old literature, they came across additional proverbs. In this, I am reminded that the things we say today might not have impact today—but generations from now, maybe someone will read an entry in our journal, the notes in our Bible, or a letter we wrote and be impacted by it.

In 2 Kings 13, we read that, after Elisha died, some Moabite soldiers in the area placed the body of one of their dead comrades in his grave. When the body of the dead soldier touched Elisha’s bones, the man sprang back to life. Talk about a powerful personality! Even after he was dead and gone, Elisha was still brought life to others. How I pray that would be true of you and me.

Proverbs 25:2
 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.

In Deuteronomy 29:29, we read that the secret things belong to the Lord. He sees and knows things we don’t see and cannot know. So while kings and presidents have to hold hearings and call for investigations to determine a course of action, God works in secrecy because He knows everything.

Our Father wants truth to actually be a part of us. How does this happen? By our searching for that which He has concealed. It might take a day, a week, a year, or ten—but when I find the answer to a problem or a question through mining the riches of the Word and waiting on the Lord in prayer, the truth I glean becomes an integral part of my being. I suggest the reason Jesus spoke truth in parables was partially so that His disciples would have to see Him for further instruction. Truly, it’s an honor and a privilege to search out the things of God.

Proverbs 25:3
 

The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.

Just as one can’t measure the height of heaven or the depth of the earth, the reason kings do what they do is often a mystery, as well. Solomon is a king and he knows that even his heart is unsearchable. We’re not going to know why certain decisions are made any more than we’ll know how high heaven is or how deep the earth is.

This is true of the King of kings, as well. In Romans 11:33, we read that His heart is unsearchable and His ways past finding out. And yet we can nonetheless be at peace because He gives us a peace that passes our meager ability to understand His ways (Philippians 4:7).

Proverbs 25:4
 

Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer.

When we ask the Lord to use us, He says, “Alright. But the impurities have to go.” How does this happen? The same way impurities are removed from silver: by burning off the dross. The refiner would know this process was complete when he could see the reflection of his own face in the liquid. When is the work done in us? When the reflection of Jesus is seen in us, when His glory and grace are reflected from us.

In Jeremiah 15:19, Jeremiah was told that his ministry was to extract the precious from the vile. In other words, it’s as if the Lord said, “Don’t become hard-hearted and bitter, Jeremiah. Even though you must share the truth, look for the precious.” Jesus, of course, modeled this perfectly.

Proverbs 25:5
 

Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.

“Get rid of evil advisors,” Solomon said. To this end, it would do us well to seriously consider where we get our counsel and who our role models are.

Proverbs 25:6, 7
 

Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men: For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.

“Don’t seek to be honored,” Solomon said. “If you take the best seat, you’ll be embarrassed if you’re asked to move.”

“Seekest thou great things for thyself?” the Lord asks. “Seek them not” (Jeremiah 45:5).

Jesus said the same thing…

When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Luke 14:8–11


Don’t seek to be great. Instead, seek to greatly honor God because everything you have and are was given to you by Him (John 3:27).

Proverbs 25:8–10
 

Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another: Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.

If you have a problem with a neighbor, go talk to him quietly, personally, privately. If you make a big deal about it by taking it to court, confrontation will bring revelation that will lead to humiliation because he’ll start talking about you and revealing things you’ll regret.

Proverbs 25:11
 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.

Most likely, the reference here is to oranges, which grow in Israel. A wise word spoken at the right time is like a juicy orange.

Proverbs 25:12
 

As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.

If you have a heart that wants to obey the Lord and learn of Him, you’ll receive the word of a wise reprover as gladly as you would receive a beautiful, gold earring.

Proverbs 25:13
 

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters.

An employee who delivers the message for his employer, one who does right for his boss, is as refreshing as a cool day in the heat of summer. If you want to be a blessing, bless your boss. The task might seem insignificant or trivial, but do it anyway. You’ll not only be a blessing to him, but you’ll glorify the Lord (Colossians 3:23).

Proverbs 25:14
 

Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.

Fads don’t produce the rain they promise. Ministries based upon miracles cause people to drift. But the Word of God is solid and practical and wonderful. That’s why we’re committed to learning the Scriptures and hearing what God says to us in a practical, relatable way.

Proverbs 25:15, 16
 

By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone. Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it.

According to Leviticus 2:11, sacrifices were not to be offered with honey. Why? Because under intense heat, honey breaks down. That’s true of us, as well. It’s easy for us to be sweet as long as things are relatively easy. But when the pressure’s on and trials come, our natural sweetness goes out the window. The sacrifices speak of Christ. They don’t speak of natural sweetness. Therefore, don’t rely on the sweetness of your own abilities or personality. Rely only on the sweetness of the fruit of the Spirit.

Proverbs 25:17
 

Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.

While the possibility exists that we can overstay the welcome of our friends, Jesus is a Friend whose patience we can never exhaust, whose door is always open, whose desire is not that we drop in for a visit, but that we take up residence in Him.

Proverbs 25:18, 19
 

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.

By bearing false witness, a man can damage another just as surely as if he beat him with a club, sliced him with a sword, or pierced him from a safe distance with an arrow. Shading the truth, raising doubt, causing suspicion results in death in one way or another.

Proverbs 25:20–22
 

As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.

In Romans 12, Paul quotes this passage as the way we are to deal with our enemies. That is, if he’s hungry, feed him. If he’s thirsty, give him something to drink. In Bible times, when women needed coals to reignite a fire for cooking or heating, they would borrow them from their neighbor and carry them back in earthen jars on their heads. Thus, this injunction wasn’t a way to wipe someone out, but to warm someone up—not about blasting, but about blessing.

Proverbs 25:23
 

The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue.

If gossip was met with a stern look rather than an eager ear, it would be driven away.

Proverbs 25:24
 

It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman and in a wide house.

This is a verbatim repetition of Proverbs 21:9. Again, I believe this is not so much an indictment against women, but against thinking that marriage will automatically solve all problems. Only the Lord can do that.

Proverbs 25:25
 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.

We are ones who have indeed heard good news from a far country. Who is the Messenger from the far country? Who is the One who has brought us cold, living water for our dry and thirsty souls? Jesus Christ. He came to give good news. And now we, too, can become messengers, relaying the good news of the gospel—that sin is forgiven, that no matter how brutal one’s mistakes might have been, they have been covered by the blood of Jesus.

Proverbs 25:26
 

A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring.

In contrast to the cold, refreshing water of verse 25, impure water benefits no one. So too, the Lord can’t use a righteous man who compromises with wickedness.

Proverbs 25:27
 

It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory.

Like eating too much honey, boasting will make you sick.

Proverbs 25:28
 

He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

If you can’t control your temper or your spirit, you’re like a city that has no defenses. And it will lead to destruction.

Chapter 26
 

Proverbs 26:1, 2
 

As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not seemly for a fool. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.

Fools curse freely, but, just as a bird flying in the distance doesn’t affect you, a curse without cause won’t harm you.

Proverbs 26:3–5
 

A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool’s back. Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.

In verse 4, Solomon says, “Answer not a fool.” In verse 5, he says, “Answer a fool.” Is he contradicting himself? No. In Numbers 20, we see an example of the wisdom of verse 4, for when the Israelites complained yet again of being thirsty, we read that Moses answered them “according to their folly.” That is, he was as angry with them as they were with him when he said, “You rebels, must we fetch water out of the rock?” (Numbers 20:10). And, because he reacted in a foolish manner, he wasn’t allowed to go into the Promised Land.

In verse 5, however, Job shows us the wisdom of answering a fool for the purpose of correction, for when his wife told him to curse God and die, he said, “You’re speaking like a foolish woman. We have been blessed over the years. Therefore, we must also now embrace this difficulty” (see Job 2:10). And Job’s wife stood corrected.

Proverbs 26:6–8
 

He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a parable in the mouth of fools. As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth honour to a fool.

A foolish person—one who fails to acknowledge God—is incapable of accomplishing anything of true value.

Proverbs 26:9–11
 

As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools. The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors. As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.

It is one thing for a person to fail or to fall. It is another for a person to continually return to his folly over and over again. That’s what separates a true believer from a false believer.

The prodigal son inhabited the same pen as the pigs. But eventually he came to his senses and went home. The pigs, however, remained in the mud. As Christians, there are times when we fall, when we find ourselves like the prodigal. But the difference between you and the fool is that the fool returns to his vomit, remains in the pigpen.

There’s only one thing worse than a fool, and verse 12 tells us what that is…

Proverbs 26:12
 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him.

The only person more hopeless than a fool is a person who thinks he’s wise when he’s not. When the chest swells, the brain shrinks. Puffing out your chest and thinking you’re wise is actually worse than foolishness.

Proverbs 26:13
 

The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets.

The slothful man always finds a reason not to step out in faith.

Proverbs 26:14, 15
 

As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed. The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth.

The slothful man is so lazy that even eating is hard work for him. Sadly, the same can be said of us sometimes when we neglect to feed our souls from the Word.

Proverbs 26:16, 17
 

The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason. He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.

Following a battle in which he was victorious, Amaziah, king of Judah, proceeded to pick a fight with Jehoash, king of Israel. Jehoash responded to his challenge by saying, “Why meddle to your own hurt?” But Amaziah wouldn’t listen—and Judah was routed in the ensuing battle (2 Kings 14).

Proverbs 26:18, 19
 

As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death, So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport?

The guy who carries on some kind of a deceitful line and then says I was just kidding is like a madman playing with fire.

Proverbs 26:20
 

Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.

When does strife cease? When people stop talking. Just like fire can’t burn where there is no wood, so strife can’t continue where there are no talebearers. When gossip comes to you, refuse to listen. If gossip found no place to land, it would just go back to its place of origin and disappear.

Proverbs 26:21, 22
 

As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.

The word “wounds” is more correctly translated “dainty morsels.” In other words, a talebearer loves to eat the garbage of gossip.

Proverbs 26:23–26
 

Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver dross. He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him; When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart. Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the whole congregation.

This speaks of the perils and pitfalls of hypocrisy.

Proverbs 26:27
 

Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.

He who digs a pit to trap someone else will himself go down. Likewise, the stone he intended to cast at another will find its target in him.

Proverbs 26:28
 

A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin.

Flattery will ruin you and your ministry. Whatever your calling might be, whatever part you play in the body of Christ, watch out for flattery. We are to be encouragers, but not flatterers. What’s the difference? Encouragement means that, with integrity, I am building you up and acknowledging what the Lord is doing in your life. Flattery, on the other hand, is to cause you to think better of me, regardless of what the truth may actually be.

Chapter 27
 

Proverbs 27:1
 

Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

James would say the same thing…

Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. James 4:13–15


We don’t know what tomorrow holds. Days that prove to be the most significant are most often the ones of which we have no warning. That is why the wise man extracts the full blessing of God from each day.

Proverbs 27:2
 

Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.

The person who truly has the right to boast never does. Therefore, my boasting proves I don’t have anything to boast about. Jesus never boasted. In fact, He did just the opposite (Mark 7:36; 8:30; 9:9).

Proverbs 27:3, 4
 

A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool’s wrath is heavier than them both. Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?

Wrath is cruel and anger is only one letter away from danger. But envy is worst of all. In fact, it would be envy that led directly to the Cross (Mark 15:10).

Proverbs 27:5, 6
 

Open rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

If I truly care about you, I will encourage you in your strong points, but I will also, in love, deal with the areas that are weak, wanting to see them corrected in your life. The people who love you the most are the ones who don’t flatter you. They’re the ones who encourage you, yes, but also rebuke you in love, caring about you enough to point out your weaknesses.

Treasure the friends that occasionally wound you. If you don’t receive their correction correctly, they will stop giving it. And you will be the poorer.

Proverbs 27:7
 

The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.

If you’re full, even the sweetest things won’t bring satisfaction to you. Many people in our culture are so pampered that nothing satisfies them short of hummingbird wing or peacock tongue. They have to have something exotic. Spiritually the same thing is true. I can’t help but wonder if we as Christians haven’t been stuffed on so many sermons and studies that we’re not satisfied by the Word anymore. We become connoisseurs of fine sermons. We dissect and analyze teachings carefully, but nothing ministers to our hearts deeply. Why? We’re stuffed and fat. The solution? Start sharing and ministering, witnessing and teaching, caring and loving. If you’re giving out, you’ll come back into just about any Bible study and it will be sweet to you because you’ll be hungry. Start serving and giving, and you’ll love the Word again.

Proverbs 27:8, 9
 

As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place. Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man’s friend by hearty counsel.

Good counsel from a good friend is sweet indeed.

Proverbs 27:10–12
 

Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother’s house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off. My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that reproacheth me. A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished.

One reason Bible prophecy is so important is that it allows us to foresee the evil of the difficult days that are coming upon us, to hide ourselves in the Lord, and to tell others to do the same.

Proverbs 27:13, 14
 

Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman. He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.

There’s a time to bless with a loud voice. But there’s also a time to be silently saintly.

Proverbs 27:15–17
 

A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike. Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right hand, which bewrayeth itself. Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Just like iron sharpening iron, so two friends can sharpen each other. But when sharpening takes place, sparks inevitably fly. It’s a part of genuine friendship. Don’t respond with hostility. Instead just realize you’re being sharpened. It’s hard on you, but good for you.

Proverbs 27:18–20
 

Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured. As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.

The eyes of man always want and desire more. As Andrew Carnegie noted, millionaires who laugh are extremely rare. Wealth is apt to take smiles away.

Proverbs 27:21, 22
 

As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise. Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him.

Although foolishness in a child can be driven out by the rod of correction (Proverbs 22:15), even a mortar and pestle will not drive it from an adult. That is why child-rearing is at once an awesome privilege and responsibility.

Proverbs 27:23
 

Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds.

Of course, no one exemplifies this better than our Good Shepherd, who calls us by name (John 10:3) and meets our every need (Psalm 23:1).

Proverbs 27:24–27
 

For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation? The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and herbs of the mountains are gathered. The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field. And thou shalt have goats’ milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and for the maintenance for thy maidens.

Even under his reign of prosperity, Solomon knew that both riches and his crown were transitory. But, for believers, this is not a message of doom—for with Habakkuk, we can say,

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:17, 18


Amen!

Chapter 28
 

Proverbs 28:1
 

The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.

The wicked feel guilty so they flee constantly, always feeling that they said or did something wrong, that this sin is going to ruin them, that that problem will plague them. The wicked flee even when there’s no need to do so.

Much of psychology is based on transferring guilt. That is, the reason we lie is because someone lied to us, or the reason we steal is because our parents deprived us. The believer, however, has no need or reason to transfer guilt to another because all of His sin and guilt was transferred to Jesus, who willingly paid the price for it. How can we be bold as a lion? By realizing that we’re righteous—not because of who we are, but because of where we are. We’re in Christ Jesus and He is our righteousness.

Proverbs 28:2
 

For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged.

When the leaders of a nation lack integrity, the nation will experience instability.

Proverbs 28:3
 

A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food.

If someone who is poor oppresses someone else who is poor, like a hard rain, he’s a big drip, he’s all wet. Certainly the poor should have compassion upon the poor.

We are poor in spirit. We realize the poverty, the inadequacy of our own lives. Therefore, we should be compassionate and forgiving of the problems, mistakes, and weaknesses of others.

In Matthew 18, we read of a king who forgave the debt of a man who owed him the equivalent of ten million dollars. Once exonerated, however, the man found a person who owed him the equivalent of two thousand dollars and demanded full payment. When the king heard about this, he said to the man he had forgiven, “You will be cast into prison until you pay the full ten million dollars because, although I forgave you much, you wouldn’t forgive another man little.”

We have no right to hold anything against anyone else because we’ve been forgiven so much. So if I oppress others, come down on others, heap condemnation on others, I’m like the poor oppressing the poor—and I’m all wet.

Proverbs 28:4–6
 

They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them. Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things. Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.

It’s better to be poor and upright than rich and perverse. Jesus taught us this in the story of a rich, unnamed man and a poor man named Lazarus. The rich man robed himself in regal garments and dined sumptuously while Lazarus begged for crumbs. The true difference between them, however, was not their financial status but their spiritual state. The rich man was evil; Lazarus, righteous. When the rich man died, he went to the place of the dead. When Lazarus died, he went to paradise. Seeing Lazarus across the great gulf that separated them, the rich man said, “Dip your finger in the water and cool my tongue. I’m tormented in the flame.” But Lazarus was not allowed to cross the gulf (Luke 16).

Who was better off—the rich man who dined sumptuously on earth, but lived in torment eternally, or Lazarus, who begged for crumbs on earth, but dines at the King’s table even now?

Proverbs 28:7–9
 

Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father. He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.

The prayer of the person who disregards the Word is an abomination because he’ll ask for the wrong things. If God doesn’t seem to answer your prayers or respond to your requests, it could be that, because you haven’t spent time in His Word, you’re asking for the wrong things. One of the secrets of answered prayer is to keep in the Word.

Proverbs 28:10
 

Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.

Although Daniel was unharmed in the lions’ den, it was in that very pit that his accusers met their deaths (Daniel 6).

Proverbs 28:11, 12
 

The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden.

A poor but wise man is more insightful than a foolish man no matter how rich the foolish man may be.

Proverbs 28:13
 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

Who has mercy? The one who both confesses and forsakes his sin. Who has problems? The one who covers his sin. Ask Achan. Nothing was to be plundered from the city of Jericho, but Achan buried a wedge of gold and a garment underneath his tent. When his sin was eventually discovered, he and his family died as a result (Joshua 7). The man who covers his sin shall not prosper. But where there is confession and repentance, there is mercy.

Proverbs 28:14 (a)
 

Happy is the man that feareth alway…

Happy is the people whose God is the Lord (Psalm 144:15). Therefore, because they fear doing anything that would bring dishonor to Him, they are happiest when walking in the fear of the Lord.

Proverbs 28:14 (b)
 

…but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.

Few things in history could be considered more disastrous than the ten plagues—the direct result of the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 9:34, 35).

Proverbs 28:15, 16
 

As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people. The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.

Covetousness in the heart of a leader—be it for power, property, or prestige—hastens both his and his nation’s downfall.

Proverbs 28:17, 18
 

A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him. Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.

Violence and wickedness always lead to death of one kind or another. Righteousness, on the other hand, always eventually leads to life.

Proverbs 28:19 (a)
 

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread…

The one who puts his hand to the plow, the one who engages in honest labor will be the one who has enough to nourish himself and others.

Proverbs 28:19 (b)
 

…but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.

The word “vain” refers to a “soap bubble” mentality. That is, some people follow after the hot new idea, the get-rich-quick scheme. They follow the bubble until it bursts, and then follow another one. Unlike the one who tills the land, however, this person will always come up short.

Proverbs 28:20
 

A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.

If you’re diligent, you’ll have an abundance of blessing. But if you’re trying to get rich quick, you’ll be at fault.

Proverbs 28:21, 22
 

To have respect of persons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress. He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.

An evil eye in Scripture is a term which talks about an ungenerous spirit. Jesus taught about the single eye of the compassionate person, versus the evil eye of the selfish person (Matthew 6:22–23; Proverbs 28:22). If you’re trying to get rich quick, the tendency will be to not help others in need. The person trying to make a fortune often loses compassion.

Proverbs 28:23
 

He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.

If you rebuke someone, afterwards you’ll find a stronger relationship being forged than if you had flattered that person.

Our family was recently adopted by a dog. For two and a half weeks, we asked around our neighborhood to see if he belonged to anyone or if anyone else wanted him. But if you saw him, you would know why there isn’t a long waiting line for him. Finally, my kids talked me into allowing him to stick around for awhile. We bought him food and gave him a place to sleep. He’s a good dog—with one glaring weakness: He digs. He digs under our fence so strenuously that our back fence is now beginning to collapse. Now, I care enough about Pooch not to flatter him but to rebuke him. I realize that if he doesn’t repent of this activity, he’s headed for the Humane Society. Consequently, when I see him digging, I yell at him, clap my hands, or give him a swat. He puts his tail between his legs and slinks off under the porch, no doubt thinking I’m a cruel master. But he doesn’t realize that I’m doing everything I can to save him from what he doesn’t know is coming. In other words, I rebuke him because I care about him.

In rebuking someone, you run the risk of that person not liking you or being upset with you. But if you truly care about him, those are risks you’re willing to take in order that he might ultimately do better.

Proverbs 28:24
 

Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer.

This proverb reminds me of Jesus’ indictment of those who refused to care for their parents, all the while claiming the law was on their side (Matthew 15:3–6).

Proverbs 28:25, 26
 

He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.

“Yes, I know the Bible forbids this, but my heart tells me it’s right,” people say. Yet according to Jeremiah, the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked (17:9). Therefore, wise is the man or woman who relies not on the feelings of their heart, but on the Word.

Proverbs 28:27
 

He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.

Throughout the Book of Proverbs, we are exhorted to be involved with the poor. You’ll lack neither joy nor the work of the Spirit in your life if you’re caring for, concerned about, and giving to the poor.

Proverbs 28:28
 

When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase.

Also seen in verse 12 of this chapter, as well as 11:10, Solomon draws a distinct line between the effects of righteousness and wickedness in a society.

Chapter 29
 

Proverbs 29:1, 2
 

He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.

The reason people rejoice when the righteous are in authority is because righteous results in peace and safety whereas the result of wickedness is turmoil and danger.

Proverbs 29:3
 

Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance.

Of course the story of the prodigal son comes to mind. Although he spent his father’s substance, when he “came to himself,” when he embraced wisdom, so greatly did his father rejoice that he ran to meet him (Luke 15).

Proverbs 29:4
 

The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it.

This speaks of impartial judgment verses judgment based on bribery.

Proverbs 29:5
 

A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet.

Flattery has been rightly called the bread of fools. But somehow there’s an insatiable appetite within each of us for it. We like flattery. Sometimes we fish for flattery. If we truly care about people, however, we’ll encourage them not with flattery but with integrity.

Proverbs 29:6, 7
 

In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous doth sing and rejoice. The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.

The cause of the poor is something the righteous man considers. The wicked man, on the other hand, pretends he doesn’t even see it.

Proverbs 29:8–10
 

Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away wrath. If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest. The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul.

“Crucify Him!” the crowd cried. “We will not have this man rule over us” (Luke 19:14). They hated Jesus. But He sought the souls even of those who sought His life.

Proverbs 29:11
 

A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.

The technical meaning of the word “dumb” refers to one who is unable to speak. In reality, however, we’ve all known plenty of people who are dumb and speak a lot. The older and wiser a person gets, the less they talk but the more they say. In this regard, Mary was wise beyond her years, for rather than “uttering all her mind,” she “kept all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).

Proverbs 29:12
 

If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked.

The literal meaning here is that if a ruler lies, his servants will follow his example and lie, as well.

Proverbs 29:13
 

The poor and the deceitful man meet together: the LORD lighteneth both their eyes.

In Proverbs 22:2, the poor man is contrasted with the rich man. Here, the poor man is contrasted with the deceitful man. All too often, deceitfulness and riches walk hand in hand (Matthew 13:22, 19:24).

Proverbs 29:14
 

The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be established for ever.

What a perfect description of the King of kings, for of Him it is said,

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. Psalm 72:11–13


Proverbs 29:15–17
 

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.

Again, we see the importance of firm and consistent child-rearing—a recurrent theme throughout Proverbs. And, taken in context with the next verse, it is a matter of commitment to the future growth of our children rather than a desire to make life easier for ourselves today.

Proverbs 29:18
 

Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

There’s a difference between being a visionary and a reactionary. We are to be the former—men and women of vision.

For topical study of Proverbs 29:18, see “Reactionary or Visionary.” 

Proverbs 29:19–21
 

A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he understand he will not answer. Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope of a fool than of him. He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.

“Henceforth I call you not servant; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth,” Jesus said, “but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you” (John 15:15). A servant will not be corrected by words. But, as friends of our Lord, it is our privilege to be corrected by His Word.

Proverbs 29:22, 23
 

An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression. A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.

That the Lord honors humility should not surprise us for people are innately drawn to the humble man, whereas they try to distance themselves from the proud know-it-all.

Proverbs 29:24, 25
 

Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not. The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.

The fear of man is a snare, indeed. In the enemy city of Gath, David suddenly became frightened when he heard that the people recognized him as the one who slew Goliath. So he pretended to be insane. Spit ran down his beard as he clawed on the gates.

“Open the gates! Let that guy out!” Achish, the Philistine leader said. “We don’t need another crazy person” (1 Samuel 29).

David was a brilliant, great man. Yet the fear of man caused him to act like an idiot. Don’t be afraid of men. It is the fear of God that is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10). Therefore, only be concerned about what He is thinking.

Proverbs 29:26, 27
 

Many seek the ruler’s favour; but every man’s judgment cometh from the LORD. An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that is upright in the way is abomination to the wicked.

Solomon would know first-hand about men seeking a ruler’s favor. In reality, however, it’s only the Lord’s opinion that matters.

 
 

REACTIONARY OR VISIONARY?

A Topical Study of


PROVERBS 29:18


People generally fall into one of two categories. First there is the reactionary. This individual reacts to the situations and circumstances around him. Then there is the visionary. The visionary relies on revelation. You will come across situations every day in which you must decide whether you’re going to be a reactionary or a visionary—whether you’re going to react to the situation or rely on revelation.

Parah, the Hebrew word translated “perish” in our text, literally means “to become uncovered, to loosen, or to run wild.” How often I see this happen in my own life. If I’m only reacting, relying on what circumstances dictate, I find myself running wild, saying things I wish I hadn’t. In every one of us there is a tendency to be reactionaries, but, praise God, He is reworking and making us into visionaries.

In John 18, we see an example of one who was a reactionary but who would become a visionary…

Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.
John 18:10


Approximately five hundred men had come to arrest Jesus, and Peter takes out his sword as if to take on all five hundred. But his aim was a bit off, for instead of chopping off any heads, he only sliced off an ear.

Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.
John 18:11–13


Luke tells us that Jesus touched the ear of Malchus and healed him (22:51). Thus, the last miracle Jesus did on earth was to heal a man a well-meaning disciple had butchered with the sword. I see a lot of reactionaries letting the sword of the Word of God fly freely as they throw verses at each other indiscriminately.

Peter would indeed put away his sword. And then, filled with the Holy Spirit, we see a transformation take place in him. Previously he had a tendency to be a reactionary—reacting to circumstances and situations. But now, we’ll see this same Peter become a visionary…

On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.
Acts 10:9–12


In a dream-like state, waiting for food to be prepared, Peter saw a sheet descend from heaven with food that, according to Leviticus 11, was unclean for Jews to eat.

And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.
Acts 10:13, 14


Told to eat the unclean meat, Peter refused.

And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate, And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them. Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.
Acts 10:15–22


Peter began as a reactionary, relying on the situation surrounding him, but ended as a visionary, receiving revelation divinely given to him.

How can you become a visionary? I suggest by taking the same three steps Peter took…

Preparation for Vision


Peter was in the place of prayer. That’s where it always begins. You cannot be a visionary unless you’re in a place of quietness and isolation.

When Habakkuk was struggling with issues and questions, the Lord gave him a specific vision to write down (Habakkuk 2:2). Where was Habakkuk when he received this vision? He was in a tower, waiting to hear from God (Habakkuk 2:1).

The importance of going to the housetop, of climbing the tower, of carving out a quiet time in a quiet place to seek the Lord cannot be overstated.

Illumination Through Vision


What the Lord told Peter seemed to contradict everything he had previously thought. “You want me to eat these unclean animals? How can that be?” he asked. So too, you’ll be surprised by what the Lord will reveal to you when you’re in the place of seeking His face. There will be fresh illumination and challenging application.

How we need this illumination. But, to receive it, we must be those who, like Peter, are willing to dialogue with the Lord about it.

Confirmation of Vision


After he was illuminated, we read that Peter “doubted in himself.” Wouldn’t you? I mean, if you were hungry and had a vision of food, wouldn’t you think it was all in your head? But Peter’s vision was confirmed by three men knocking at his door.

The Lord will also give you confirmation of your vision if it’s of Him. If you truly take the time to seek the Lord, He’ll send confirmation in one way or another.

I pray that the Lord will continue to instruct and expand us regarding vision so that the way we face life and its inevitable challenges isn’t based upon our situation but upon revelation in order that we might truly become men and women of vision.




 

Chapter 30
 

Proverbs 30:1
 

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,

This psalm was written by a man named Agur, whose name means “gatherer.” He was one who gathered these proverbs and this was his contribution under the inspiration of the Spirit.

Proverbs 30:2–4
 

Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst tell?

He begins his section by saying, “Who really knows God?”

Job said the same thing in chapter 38 of his book. “Who can speak with authority?” he asked. “Who has wisdom?”

Jesus tells us the answer. “No man has ascended into heaven,” He said. “But the Son of man has descended” (see John 3:13). In other words, Jesus came from heaven to give us perfect revelation.

Proverbs 30:5
 

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

There are those who say that only part of the Bible is inspired—that it contains the Word of God, but it is not totally the Word of God. Here, however, we read that every word of God is pure.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration,” Paul said (2 Timothy 3:16, italics added).

“Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” Jesus declared (Matthew 4:4, italics added).

If you think the Bible contains the Word of God, but not that every single statement is inspired, then suddenly you have a problem because you become the judge of the Bible rather than allowing the Bible to be the judge of you.

Proverbs 30:6–9
 

Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.

Here, Agur extols the middle class. “Lord, help me not to be poor,” He says, “lest I go out and steal. But help me not to be rich, either, lest I forget You. Keep me in that middle state.”

Proverbs 30:10
 

Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty.

It seems this would fall under the category of meddling spoken of in Proverbs 26:17.

Proverbs 30:11 (a)
 

There is a generation…

Here, Agur lists four characteristics of a wicked generation…

Proverbs 30:11 (b)–14
 

…that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness. There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.

The people described are ungrateful, hypocritical, proud, and cruel—not a very endearing group!

Proverbs 30:15
 

The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is enough:

Next, Agur lists three things that, like blood-sucking leeches, are never satisfied…

Proverbs 30:16
 

The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough.

The grave, the barren womb, drought, and fire are relentless in the sorrow they cause.

Proverbs 30:17, 18
 

The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it. There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not:

Agur now lists four things which are hard to explain…

Proverbs 30:19 (a)
 

The way of an eagle in the air…

Have you ever wondered how a bird—especially a big bird like an eagle—flies?

Proverbs 30:19 (b)
 

…the way of a serpent upon a rock…

A snake slithering through dirt or grass leaves a trail. But no trail is left on a rock.

Proverbs 30:19 (c)
 

…the way of a ship in the midst of the sea…

When I toss a penny into the water, it sinks. Therefore, how a huge battleship floats is a complete mystery to me.

Proverbs 30:19 (d)
 

…and the way of a man with a maid.

Who can begin to explain how or why people fall in love?

Proverbs 30:20
 

Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.

Hearts are broken. Souls are destroyed. The essence of a person is stripped because of immorality. And yet the people involved so often say, “So what?”

Proverbs 30:21
 

For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it cannot bear:

Agur lists four situations that cause unrest in a society…

Proverbs 30:22, 23
 

For a servant when he reigneth; and a fool when he is filled with meat; For an odious woman when she is married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.

Unease and tension in a society is the result when people are promoted to positions of which they are unworthy.

Proverbs 30:24
 

There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise:

As Agur continues his list of observations, he says there are four seemingly insignificant beings that teach very significant lessons…

Proverbs 30:25
 

The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer;

How big is an ant’s head? Therefore, how big can his brain be? Yet, it tells him winter’s coming and that he needs to prepare.

“Prepare to meet your God,” Amos declared (4:12). Yet so often man ignores the warning—and in so doing, is shamed by an ant.

Proverbs 30:26
 

The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks;

Rabbit-like creatures, conies are fast, but they can’t maintain their speed. They can be run down quite easily. Yet they’re wise because they realize they have no defense and, therefore, make their homes in the rock.

Paul said Jesus Christ is our Rock (1 Corinthians 10:4). Like the conies, I’m weak and defenseless. But I’m safe and secure when I hide myself in the Rock of Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 30:27
 

The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;

Even without a leader, locusts by the billions can swarm in unison across an area.

The Holy Spirit calls us to unity because when the body of Christ moves as one, there’s no limit to what can be accomplished (John 17:22).

Proverbs 30:28
 

The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings’ palaces.

Are spiders invited to live in palaces? Quite the contrary. Yet they make their way in anyway and hold on with tenacity.

Peter says we have been given exceedingly great and precious promises in order that we might be partakers of a divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). Therefore, by faith, you can live in a palace spiritually, emotionally, and relationally. In fact, you can do so much better than you can even dream because Paul said God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or even think (Ephesians 3:20). All we have to do is reach out with the hand of faith and, like the spider, hold on.

Proverbs 30:29–31
 

There be three things which go well, yea, four are comely in going: A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for any; A greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there is no rising up.

Agur’s final list consists of four things that are impressive—the strength of a lion, the speed of a greyhound, the agility of a mountain goat, and the majesty of a king.

Proverbs 30:32
 

If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.

One way to keep from putting your foot in your mouth is to cover your mouth with your hand. In light of this, I encourage you to try fasting from words for a day. Take a day and don’t talk. You’ll be surprised what you hear and the peace you have.

Proverbs 30:33
 

Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.

Rather than letting hurt feelings heal, those who continually revisit problems and rekindle the fire of misunderstanding will make the situation infinitely worse as sure as stirring milk results in butter and wringing the nose brings forth blood.

Chapter 31
 

Proverbs 31:1
 

The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him.

Many Bible scholars believe Lemuel was the pet name Bathsheba gave to her son, Solomon.

Proverbs 31:2, 3
 

What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows? Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.

There were two things about which Bathsheba warned her son. The first was women. The second was wine…

Proverbs 31:4, 5
 

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.

Wine is not for kings and princes—not for those who want to be effective, not for those in positions of leadership. Why? Because effective leadership requires the use of one’s full faculties.

One of the requirements the apostle Paul would give concerning those who were to serve as elders is that they not be given to wine (1 Timothy 3:3). In fact, this is a recurring theme throughout Scripture…

But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. Isaiah 28:7


The Christian community is increasingly accepting alcohol as an option. I’m not legalistic about drinking. People are welcome to drink if they want to—but it’s not for kings, not for princes, not for priests, prophets, or elders. In other words, it’s not for people who want to make an impact.

Proverbs 31:6, 7
 

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.

Here is a description of the man who is free to drink wine: He is ready to perish—or, literally, headed for hell, depressed, poor, and miserable.

Proverbs 31:8, 9
 

Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.

After dealing with the subjects of strange women and strong wine, the call goes out for sound wisdom—especially in defense of the poor.

Proverbs 31:10, 11
 

Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.

The first characteristic of a virtuous woman is that she doesn’t put financial pressure on her husband. She doesn’t expect him to continually earn more so that she can have more.

Proverbs 31:12
 

She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.

In Hebrew, the word “all” means all. The truly virtuous woman is a continual asset to her husband.

Proverb 31:13–15
 

She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the merchants’ ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.

The virtuous woman not only prepares and shares physical food, but I suggest she shares spiritual food as well. The only way we’ll have manna to give to our families each morning is to be up before them. There’s just no other way.

Proverbs 31:16–19
 

She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.

The virtuous woman is not afraid of hard work.

Proverbs 31:20
 

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.

People who work hard are vulnerable to looking down on those who don’t. However, such is not the case of the virtuous woman. She works hard, yet has a heart and hand of compassion for the poor.

Proverbs 31:21
 

She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet.

It’s the wise woman who realizes that storms will come because in that way she’s not caught off guard either physically or spiritually.

Proverbs 31:22
 

She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.

This speaks of the beauty of modesty.

Proverbs 31:23
 

Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

The gate was where the leaders of the city would sit. Over the years, I have known a number of gifted brothers who were disqualified from ministry or who left ministry solely because their wives weren’t supportive. The husband of a virtuous woman, however, can be involved in leadership because she sets the stage for that to happen.

Proverbs 31:24–26
 

She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

With all of the self-discipline, skills, hard work, and wisdom this woman shows, one could think she would be judgmental of others. On the contrary, however, her speech was characterized by kindness.

Proverbs 31:27
 

She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.

Idleness is another word for gossip.

Proverbs 31:28–31
 

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

If, as some have suggested, Solomon is reflecting on his own mother, Bathsheba, we should be encouraged—for Bathsheba hardly had a virtuous beginning in the pages of Scripture. But yet, like her, neither did we—for we all have sinned; we all have gone astray (Isaiah 53:6). Yet, like her, we can be seen as being virtuous if we hide ourselves in the virtue and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

The Book of Proverbs set lofty goals for us. But aren’t you glad that the Gospels tell us the blood of Jesus covers us? May we be those who make virtue our goal—and grace our delight.




ECCLESIASTES
 

Background to Ecclesiastes
 

Written in the latter years of his life, the Book of Ecclesiastes is actually a journal of Solomon’s journey into carnality. In Deuteronomy 17, God specifically said that when a king ascended the throne, he was not to multiply wives, horses, gold, or silver to himself. Yet with seven hundred wives—plus three hundred concubines for good measure, with enough horses to fill the massive stables at Megiddo, remnants of which still stand today, and with enough gold in his kingdom to render silver virtually worthless, it is obvious that Solomon ignored God’s injunction.

This interests me because Solomon is known for his wisdom—yet he ends up walking the path of a fool. I point this out because where a person is strongest will very often be the place of his greatest weakness. Consider the following…



	While the rest of the world partied and drank, Noah walked uprightly and found grace in the eyes of the Lord. And yet when did Noah fall? When he became drunk in his tent (Genesis 9).

	In a lapse of faith, Abraham—the father of faith—had relations with Hagar, produced a son named Ishmael, and gave birth to the problems of the Middle East that continue to this day (Genesis 16).

	Rather than speak to the rock as he was instructed, Moses, the meekest man on the face of the earth, struck it in anger and was barred access to the Promised Land as a result (Numbers 20).

	Peter, the one who boldly said, “Though everyone else deny You, I never will,” denied Jesus for fear of a servant girl (Mark 14).




Peter was a man of courage who became a coward. Moses was a meek man, who, pushed to the limit, lost his temper. Noah was a man of purity who became a drunkard. Abraham was a man of faith who failed in the flesh. And here Solomon, the man of wisdom, plays the fool.

Why?

Because we have a tendency to keep our guard up in the areas we know we’re weak. But in the area of our greatest strength, we’ll depend on our own abilities and thereby become vulnerable to attack from the enemy. Where we’re weak, we’re always praying, “Help me, Lord. Guard me. Protect me.” But where we’re strong, that’s where we’ll often end up failing.

Let’s look into this journal of one man’s journey into carnality and see what happened to the king who asked for wisdom but who walked in foolishness…

Chapter 1
 

Ecclesiastes 1:1, 2 (a)
 

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher…

Solomon identifies himself as a preacher because he feels he has something to say.

Ecclesiastes 1:2 (b)
 

…vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

The word translated “vanity” does not mean “conceited.” Rather, it means “wisp of vapor.” In other words, Solomon is saying that, like a soap bubble, everything lacks substance; everything lacks reality. It’s all empty.

Ecclesiastes 1:3
 

What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

The phrase, “under the sun,” pops up over and over again throughout this book—and therein lies Solomon’s problem. If you are looking for reality, satisfaction, substance, or happiness under the sun, you’re in trouble. You’ve got to look up into heaven, and to the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

Ecclesiastes 1:4
 

One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.

We celebrate a lot of holidays—Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Grandparents’ Day, In-Law Days. It seems Hallmark dreams up a new holiday every year. But I suggest we add one more: Cemetery Day—where people walk through cemeteries and see the reality of what Solomon is saying. Life is indeed a vapor. One generation comes and it passes away. The earth keeps going—but what is the meaning?

Ecclesiastes 1:5, 6
 

The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.

Even the wind currents—which, incidentally, were not recognized scientifically until hundreds of years after Solomon—attest to the cyclical, vaporous nature of life.

Ecclesiastes 1:7
 

All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again.

Not only did Solomon have something to say about wind currents, but he also alludes to evaporation years before evaporation was understood. You see, although the Bible is not a science book, science never contradicts Scripture. You’ll never read stories about the world being held up on the back of a giant tortoise as in Eastern religious books. There is no scientific inaccuracy in its pages.

Ecclesiastes 1:8
 

All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

The eye can never see enough. The hours spent in front of television rise every year. The ear can never hear enough. I can remember when hi-fi was the big thing. Then it was stereo, followed by quadraphonic sound—a short-lived fad—followed by digital recordings and CDs. There’s always something new to see or something new to hear—but never enough.

Ecclesiastes 1:9
 

The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.

Even though people search for new things, new sights, new sounds, in reality, Solomon says, there’s nothing really new.

Ecclesiastes 1:10
 

Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.

Wait a minute, Solomon. There is something new: we are—for if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). But in his backslidden state, everything is redundant and repetitive to Solomon.

Ecclesiastes 1:11
 

There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.

Who won the Heismann Trophy four years ago? Who won the Oscar for best actor three years ago? In a hundred years, the household names of today will be forgotten. Solomon knew this.

Ecclesiastes 1:12, 13
 

I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

Watch this. Here’s Solomon’s first attempt to find reality. He decides to look to philosophy to find the reason for all things.

Ecclesiastes 1:14, 15
 

I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.

Solomon delves into the arena of philosophy and finds it empty. “Life is a bad joke,” Camus concluded.

Solomon preceded him, saying, “Philosophy doesn’t make crooked things straight; it doesn’t solve problems; it’s empty and vain.”

Ecclesiastes 1:16, 17 (a)
 

I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly.…

Experiment #2: “Philosophy doesn’t work. I’ll try education,” said Solomon. According to the Book of 1 Kings, Solomon became, among other things, a botanist, a biologist, an astronomer, and an ichthyologist. He wrote books and plays, poems, proverbs, and songs.

Ecclesiastes 1:17 (b), 18
 

…I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

Solomon discovered that the more one knows, the more one realizes how bad things really are.

Chapter 2
 

Ecclesiastes 2:1 (a)
 

I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure…

Solomon abandoned his study of philosophy and his quest for education in order to pursue pleasure.

Ecclesiastes 2:1 (b), 2
 

…and, behold, this also is vanity. I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

We think that being clever and making people laugh would be a tremendous asset. Yet, in reality, drugs and suicide, misery and despair haunt the comedic community as much, if not more, than any other.

Ecclesiastes 2:3 (a)
 

I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine…

In Proverbs 31, Solomon’s mother expressly told him to stay away from wine. Here, however, Solomon chooses to ignore her words of warning.

Ecclesiastes 2:3 (b)
 

…yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.

Solomon filled himself with pleasure, partying, joking, and drinking before experimenting with another area: hobbies…

Ecclesiastes 2:4–6
 

I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:

Why was Solomon involved in all these projects—orchards and gardens, aqueducts and pools? We know historically and archaeologically that, for the most part, he undertook them as hobbies.

Ecclesiastes 2:7–9 (a)
 

I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem…

Through all of his seeking, Solomon’s bank account kept growing.

Ecclesiastes 2:9 (b)
 

…also my wisdom remained with me.

Through all of his experimentation, the Lord allowed Solomon to retain the one thing that he had initially asked of Him (1 Kings 3).

Ecclesiastes 2:10
 

And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.

“I poured myself into my hobbies, my entertainment, my career. And my heart rejoiced—for a while,” said Solomon.

Ecclesiastes 2:11–19
 

Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done. Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness. The wise man’s eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all. Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity. For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool. Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit. Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity.

Looking over his orchards, pools, houses, and fortune, Solomon rejoiced for a season. But then the light dawned on him, for, although he had been wise, worked hard, and educated himself, he realized he would eventually die just like the fool. And all of his riches could be passed on to an idiot of a son who wouldn’t appreciate them or know how to handle them.

Poor, poor Solomon. You see, the average person knows he’s not happy, that life is empty. But he thinks he’s going to be happy as soon as he gets his next raise, his next girlfriend, his next degree. So he lives in the hope of happiness. Not so Solomon. He had nothing to look forward to. He was at the top. He had it all. And he says, “Guess what. It ain’t there.”

Why was this book written? To tell us that someone has been where the average person wants to be—and has found it bogus, for in Ecclesiastes we hear the lonely whine of the top dog.

Alexander the Great experienced the same thing when, at 33, he wept because there were no more worlds for him to conquer. You will not be satisfied, dear friend, with a little more money, with a different lady, with a higher career move, or the next educational degree. It’s all empty. Kind of a depressing picture so far. But at the end of the book is a real gem. You see, jewelers traditionally put diamond rings in black boxes because black provides a perfect contrast to the brilliance of the diamond. This is the black box, gang. The gem is yet to come.

Ecclesiastes 2:20, 21
 

Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun. For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil.

With seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines, Solomon left but one son, Rehoboam. If Solomon doubted his son’s ability to rule, his suspicions would prove to be correct for it was under Rehoboam’s reign that not only would Israel split into the northern and southern kingdoms, but that pagan worship would thrive.

Ecclesiastes 2:22, 23
 

For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun? For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity.

Here we see a perfect description of the man who doesn’t know God: his days are joyless, his nights restless.

Ecclesiastes 2:24–26
 

There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I? For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

Our Constitution tells us we are guaranteed the right to pursue happiness. Yet as wonderful as that sounds politically, it is disastrous in reality, for happiness will never be found by those who pursue it. Happiness is an elusive butterfly—the more you chase it, the quicker it flies away. The only way to find real life is to let it go, die to self, and seek first the kingdom of God, whereby all you ever longed for will be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).

Chapter 3
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1–10
 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.

This section of Scripture, set to music in the sixties is not speaking poetically of the cycles or seasons of life in a romanticized way. Rather, in his journey to find happiness and in his attempt to grasp meaning, Solomon is saying, “Life is predictable, mundane, and boring. What you sow is eventually reaped. What you build eventually falls apart. You love, but it’s followed by hate. You have peace, but soon there will be war. Everything is futile, boring, mundane, predictable.

It has been said that the problem with life is that it’s so daily. And that’s what Solomon is saying when he says, “There’s got to be more to life than just this.” Then he gives us a glimmer of hope in the next verse…

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (a)
 

He hath made every thing beautiful in his time…

Our times are boring and mundane, but in His time, God makes everything beautiful and meaningful. Please keep in mind when you read this book that brother Solomon is in a backslidden state. Previously, he had given his heart and life to the Lord. But presently, because of the influence of his thousand wives and concubines, because of his hoarding of gold that was expressly forbidden in Deuteronomy 17, because of his disobedience to the Lord, he now is in a backslidden state. So he has truth and understanding in the back of his mind, yet he is not living it, walking in it, or experiencing it.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (b)
 

…also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.

Many newer translations correctly read “He has set eternity in their heart.” Every person understands innately, intuitively that he is an eternal creature. While he may suppress that knowledge (Romans 1), instinctively he knows that eternity is in his heart, that there’s more to life than what he sees.

Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13
 

I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.

Do you sense the struggle in the soul of Solomon? He says, “I know there is eternity in the hearts of men, and yet why not just enjoy what’s right before us—the labor, the food, the drink?”

Ecclesiastes 3:14
 

I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.

I’m so thankful that what God does cannot be changed by us. I have a tendency to think, “I can add to my righteousness if I pray especially hard or study the Word longer than I ever have previously. If I read ten chapters tomorrow, God will really be happy with me.” Not so! There is not a single thing we can do to add to what He’s already done for us in declaring us righteous. Conversely, we think that, because we kicked the dog, lost our temper, or forgot to pray, certainly something has been lost in our standing with the Lord. Again, not true Jesus meant what He said when He declared, “It is finished.” And I am oh, so glad!

Ecclesiastes 3:15
 

That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.

This is a mind-blowing phrase because it gives us an insight into the reality and nature of eternity. There is no past, no present, no future. That’s why God declared His name to be I AM that I AM. Not I WAS, not I WILL BE, but I AM—in the eternal now.

Imagine you were able to ride a ray of light. Traveling at 186,000 miles per second, in about 1.25 seconds, you would tip your hat to the man in the moon. In about seven minutes, you would have put nose coat on as you sailed past the sun. Fourteen years later, you would button your overcoat because you would arrive at the uttermost planet, Pluto—and it’s cold there. One hundred thousand years later, you would come to the end of our Milky Way Galaxy and 1.5 million years after that, you’d come to the next major galaxy: Andromeda. Then you’d return to earth. Upon your arrival, you would find that the earth had progressed three million years in your absence—even though you would have aged less than a single day due to the fact that as you approach the speed of light, time sows down incredibly.

In 1 John 1:5, we are told God is light. What does that mean? I suggest it means that in heaven, everything is in the present “now.” There is no past and no future. I suggest that is perhaps what the apostle Paul was suggesting when he talked about the dead in Christ rising first (1 Thessalonians 4:16). Could it be that those who have died and gone to heaven are already experiencing our presence with them now?

Ecclesiastes 3:16, 17
 

And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there. I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

Expressing his frustration, Solomon says, “As I look around, I see corruption politically and iniquity spiritually.”

Ecclesiastes 3:18–22
 

I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts. For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity. All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth? Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

At this point in his frustration and backslidden state, Solomon comes to the conclusion that men are no different than animals. Who really knows if there’s life after death? Who has authority to speak on these things? Solomon wonders.

The answer is Jesus. No guru can speak, no philosopher can teach, no scientist can state with authority where a man’s spirit goes when he dies because Jesus alone came from heaven (John 3:13). You see, gang, when you’re talking with an existentialist, a philosopher, an evolutionist, or a scientist, the issue will never be decided on the logic of philosophy or evidence scientifically. While it’s intriguing to discuss philosophical viewpoints, in reality it always comes down to one issue: Jesus Christ. Keep bringing the dialogue back to Jesus and say, “Wait a minute. There was a Man who stated with absolute certainty and authority that man is an eternal being, created in the image of God, and will live forever. Therefore, either this Man is the Lord and should be worshiped, He’s a lunatic and should be locked up, or He’s a liar.”

You see, gang, the question is not, “Is there a whale big enough to swallow a man?” or “Can the Genesis account be taken literally?” The question always is, “What do you do with Jesus Christ?”

Chapter 4
 

Ecclesiastes 4:1–3
 

So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter. Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive. Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

Solomon sees the fallacy of the “might is right” mentality. Observing poor people oppressed without a comforter, he contends it is better to be dead than alive.

Ecclesiastes 4:4–6
 

Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit. The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh. Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.

In the sixties, the so-called “summer of love” dawned in the Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco when Timothy Leary exhorted an entire generation to “Tune in, turn on, drop out.” Here, Solomon comments on its precursor as he observes the fool fold his hands and drop out. Although the fool correctly assesses the futility of materialism, however his decision to drop out is wrong, for he’ll end up starving and devouring himself—which is exactly what happened in Haight-Ashbury.

“We’ll quit working; we’ll quit striving, for we have seen the vanity of the materialism of the previous generation,” they said. But in one year, the “summer of love” turned into a summer of sickness as drugs and death proliferated in San Francisco.

Ecclesiastes 4:7, 8 (a)
 

Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun. There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour…

The one who pursues material goals works hard, yet to whom will he leave his wealth when he dies if he has neither son nor brother? What’s the purpose? Solomon wonders.

Ecclesiastes 4:8 (b)
 

…neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

The more man has, the more he wants. There’s always something new to buy, new to play with, somewhere new to go—but it never brings satisfaction. Most people go through sixty or seventy years of life before they come to this realization and say, “Wait a minute. Why did I do all those things? What was I working for?”

Ecclesiastes 4:9–12
 

Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

This passage is often used in wedding ceremonies, the reference being to a rope made of three pieces of hemp wound together. If two pieces were used, under stress and strain they would unravel and split apart—like many marriages today. But if the rope-maker wanted to make a lasting rope, he would wind a third cord in the middle to strengthen the two outer cords. The center cord, of course, is to be the Lord Jesus. And it’s a wonderful thought.

But in the context of this passage, Solomon is not so much saying, “Make Jesus the center of your relationship,” as he’s saying, “Two is better than one—and I don’t have two. It’s just me.”

Even in the midst of a thousand wives and concubines, Solomon felt alone. The loneliest people you’ll ever find are those who are always at parties—craving something but unable to find what they’re looking for. It’s vanity. It’s empty. And Solomon knew it.

Ecclesiastes 4:13, 14
 

Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished. For out of prison he cometh to reign; whereas also he that is born in his kingdom becometh poor.

Who is Solomon talking about? Himself. As a child, he sought after God. Now he’s become the most powerful, potent king in the known world and he knows he’s foolish. What a tragedy—to come to the end of life feeling like a sad, sorry old king.

Ecclesiastes 4:15, 16
 

I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the second child that shall stand up in his stead. There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they also that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

“I see a new star come on the scene, the one everyone is talking about—just like they used to talk about me. But I know he’s going to get old and pass away. What’s the point?” Solomon asks.

Chapter 5
 

Ecclesiastes 5:1–3
 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool’s voice is known by multitude of words.

Upon entering the house of god, the tendency of one in a backslidden state is to walk into church and say, “I’m going to do this and I’m going to change that and this is what I promise…”

For topical study of Ecclesiastes 5:1, 2, see “Silence.” 

Ecclesiastes 5:4–7
 

When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.

Don’t come into church with much speaking and many promises, Solomon warns. How often we have seen it. How often we have experienced it ourselves, saying, “Lord, I promise I’ll never do that again. Lord, I vow I will give You this, that, and the other.”

“Be careful,” says Solomon. “Better not to vow at all than to vow and not keep it.” Thus, even the church experience produces cynicism within the heart of Solomon.

Ecclesiastes 5:8
 

If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.

Even in his cynicism, Solomon acknowledges the absolute supremacy of God.

Ecclesiastes 5:9, 10
 

Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field. He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.

Perhaps you have a silver serving set. After waiting many years, you were finally able to buy the teapot, the sugar bowl, and the little pitcher for cream. Then you thought, “Oh, if only I had the silver tray, my set would be complete.” So you got the tray. But then you needed the cart to go with it, along with a better dining room to house the cart—and on and on it goes. Folks, please hear what Solomon discovered and why God incorporated it in His Word for us: Silver or whatever trinkets, toys, or hobbies you’re looking to for satisfaction will never fulfill you. They’ll never bring about that which you hope they will.

Ecclesiastes 5:11 (a)
 

When goods increase, they are increased that eat them…

How many of you have discovered that when your pay increases, somehow your expenses go up as well?

Ecclesiastes 5:11 (b)
 

…and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?

What good are possessions? You can look at them for a little while. But that’s it.

Ecclesiastes 5:12
 

The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

If you’re working hard by the sweat of your brow, you sleep well. But if you have all kinds of big investments, portfolios, and intricate financial arrangements, worry and anxiety render sleep more elusive.

Ecclesiastes 5:13
 

There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.

People strive to be rich—yet riches hurt, disappoint, and enslave. The man with ten antique cars is obligated to store them, wax them, and keep them tuned. Thus, his possessions possess him.

Ecclesiastes 5:14–17
 

But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand. As he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand. And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness.

A rich man died and at the reading of his will, the question was, “How much did he leave behind?”—to which his lawyer astutely answered, “Everything.” The old adage is true, gang. You can’t take it with you. But you can send it ahead by investing in eternity.

Ecclesiastes 5:18–20
 

Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.

If you’re living for this life, live it up. That’s what Solomon is saying. But remember—he’s speaking as a backslider.




SILENCE

A Topical Study of


ECCLESIASTES 5:1, 2


Her name was Kirsten Chelbay. She sat in the back row of Mr. Snapp’s sixth-grade class and she was very special. So when Gary Burris, a seventh-grader from Ida Price Junior High, took an interest in Kirsten, we sixth-grade guys didn’t like it very much. Thinking Kirsten was becoming a little too uppity hanging out with seventh-graders, we decided to teach her a lesson: All of us guys in Mr. Snapp’s class would go an entire day without speaking a single word to her. At the end of the day, her best friend, Jill, came over to us and said, “What’s going on with you guys?”

“Well, Kirsten’s hanging out with seventh-graders now and we have to teach her a lesson,” we declared. “How’s she taking it?”

I’ll never forget Jill’s reply. “As a matter of fact,” she said, “Kirsten was just saying this was one of the best days of her whole life.”

And I’m sure it was!

I suggest to you that the text before us speaks of the attractiveness of quietness. Those who study such things tell us that since 1950, the decibel level of the noise that surrounds us has doubled every ten years. In fact, a recent survey in Japan indicates that, along with their economy, population, and disease, they are highly concerned about the noise level.

Yet the noise from which most of us desire relief is not so much external as internal. As evidenced by his writing in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, Solomon has much to say about silence. And he is not alone, for the apostle Paul goes on to say that silence is a discipline those of us who desire to be students of the Lord need to practice (1 Thessalonians 4:11). Perhaps that is why Jesus constantly retreated into times of silence and solitude…

• His ministry began with forty days of quietness in the wilderness (Matthew 4:2).

• When He heard the news that John the Baptist had died, He withdrew to a quiet place (Matthew 14:13).

• After feeding the five thousand, what did Jesus do? Hang around and sign autographs? Go on a speaking tour? No. He went to the top of a mountain to pray in solitude (Matthew 14:23).

• After seeing demons cast out, lepers healed, dead raised, when Jesus’ disciples returned, He said to them, “Come apart for a while unto a desert place” (Mark 6:31).

• About to face His greatest challenge, our Lord went into the Garden of Gethsemane to pray alone (Luke 22:41).

“Don’t be rash with your mouth,” Solomon says. “Study to be quiet,” Paul echoes (1 Thessalonians 4:11).

Yet, attractive to us as solitude is, we are also bothered by it. Perhaps that’s why people are rarely without music in their homes, in their cars, in their ears. Quietness fascinates us, but also disarms us. Why? I suggest two reasons…

Helpless in Silence


When I am quiet, I am genuinely helpless. After all, who will tell it like it is unless I open my mouth? Who will straighten out the situation unless I pontificate and proclaim my theories or vast understanding?

When, like my Lord, who, when He was reviled, reviled not back, who, when He was questioned by Herod, spoke not a word in return, I am quiet, I am helpless. I must depend solely upon the Father for defense, for justification. And that’s scary.

Haunted by Silence


When the television isn’t blaring or the music isn’t playing, when the voices aren’t chattering, when it’s just me and my Lord in silence—suddenly, confronted with my flaws and hypocrisy, I realize I’m not as deep and spiritual as I like to think I am. My thoughts wander easily. My body gets restless physically. When I don’t feel the presence of God, it haunts me.

“Oh, no, God has forsaken me,” I cry—ushering in what St. John of the Cross referred to as “the dark night of the soul.” Truly, to the one who doesn’t feel the presence of God and is aware of the depravity of his own heart, such a time can be dark indeed.

Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.
Isaiah 50:10


Saints, I hope you caught that. When you go through the dark night of the soul, when you are seeking your Lord, spending time in silence before Him, waiting upon Him, looking to Him—and yet you experience a darkness inside, don’t be afraid. Don’t run from it. Instead, realize God is freeing you from your bondage to your emotions. You see, we’re “feeling junkies.” We desperately long to feel good so we go to the church where we feel the “Holy Ghost highs” and spend time with people who make us feel special and loved. So our Father says, “I’m going to take you through a dark night in order that, free from the dominion of your emotions, you’ll walk by faith in the promise that I will never leave you or forsake you.”

The dark night of the soul also delivers me from thinking my walk with the Lord is dependent upon how I am doing. “This is going to be a great day,” I say, “because I got up early and prayed for twenty-five minutes.” But when the whole day collapses, I’m left in confusion. “I’ve been praying. I’ve been reading. I’ve been serving. Why am I not experiencing an explosion of joy right now?” I cry.

“Listen,” God answers. “Your walk is based upon who I AM, not upon what you do.”

Truly, sometimes when I’m working hardest for the Lord and seeking Him the most, I find myself feeling farthest from Him. It is in those times the Lord is saying, “The issue isn’t how much you do. The issue is who I AM.”

These are hard matters, folks, because some of us have experienced, even at regular intervals, the dark night of the soul. Don’t be afraid of the silence—even though it makes you feel helpless and haunted. Rather, embrace the silence—and, in so doing, join the company of great saints throughout history…

Thomas a—Kempis, author of the Christian classic, The Imitation of Christ, penned an entire section entitled, “On the Love of Silence.”


After traveling hundreds of miles to see each other, St. Francis and Dominique didn’t say a single word to each other for three days. Yet they left totally refreshed, inspired, and blessed.


Why did Francis, Dominique, St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and others all the way back to Solomon embrace the discipline of silence? I suggest two reasons…

Silence Restores Spiritual Passion


Surrounded by multitudes, crowds calling out to Him, people fighting to get a glimpse of Him, Jesus suddenly stops in His tracks and says, “Someone touched Me”—for after a woman who had been hemorrhaging for twelve years reached out and touched Him, healing power flowed from Him to her and He perceived virtue had left Him (Mark 5).

So too, when someone has questions or comments or struggles and looks to you for insight and strength, virtue goes out from you. That is why, after ministering to people, Jesus would get away and be quiet. Spiritual passion is restored in quietness.

When the door of a sauna is opened, the steam rolls out. The same thing happens when you minister—life and love flow out. So you need to close the door and let life and love rebuild, for if you are always giving out, you will become drained, burned out, and ready to throw in the towel. Solitude is an opportunity to close your mouth and let silence restore your passion.

Silence Resolves Contradiction


I look around and see contradictions on all sides of me. I don’t get this; I don’t understand that; I can’t figure out the other. In theology, I have questions; in my observations of people and circumstances, I find confusion. And I used to think I had to solve these problems, figure out what’s going on, that I had to determine who’s right and who’s wrong. Maybe, like me, you feel obligated to analyze this doctrine vs. that one, this philosophy vs. the other, that you have to unravel all of the knots that make up these controversies. But guess what. You don’t.

Habakkuk, whose name means “wrestler,” struggled with the question of why the heathen prospered while God’s people were judged—until he came to this conclusion: “But the Lord is in His holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him” (2:20).

This is revolutionary for me because through it I realize I no longer have to have answers for contradictions. I can transcend them by being silent. Thus, rather than working out problems, I let problems work on me. I let God work on my life rather than trying to figure out why He is doing this or isn’t doing that. I just say, “There’s something I need to learn from this contradiction. There’s something the Lord wants to work into my life.” And I embrace it.

I would encourage you today to begin to experiment with this wonderful discipline of silence.

How can it work practically?

First, try driving to work and back home without the car radio. I’m not saying you should do this every day, but I’m suggesting you try spending twenty minutes in quietness just to see what God might say to your heart.


Or right before you go to bed, slip out and taste the silence of the night. Go for a walk—if even for only two or three minutes. Let the quietness minister to you.


I would encourage you who desire to go a little deeper to periodically fast from words for perhaps one hour, six, or even twenty-four in order to allow spiritual passion to be renewed in your life.


“Come to Me,” Jesus said, “all you who are weary and heavy laden” (Matthew 11:28). You don’t have to be restless, gang. You can experience inner tranquility and peace if you’ll come to the One who’s calling you to a whole new style of life. Give Him a chance. Experience the quietness of holiness.




 

Chapter 6
 

Ecclesiastes 6:1–2
 

There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.

“I have observed,” Solomon says, “that rich people are unable to enjoy their riches.” It’s really true. Was Howard Hughes tremendously happy? How about J. Paul Getty? J. D. Rockefeller? No, says Solomon. He makes the observation that the wealthier a man becomes, the less able he is to enjoy what he has. It’s ironic that those who have the most are often able to enjoy it the least.

Ecclesiastes 6:3–6
 

If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he. For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness. Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other. Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?

Even if a man has a good number of heirs and lives a good number of years, if his soul is empty and he doesn’t have an honorable burial—that is, if his contribution during life doesn’t warrant much notice at his death—it is of no consequence that he was even born.

Ecclesiastes 6:7
 

All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.

After four helpings of turkey every Thanksgiving, I always think I never want to see turkey for the rest of my life. But, invariably, around midnight, I find myself getting out of bed and cruising into the kitchen to fix a turkey sandwich. Solomon is right—man’s appetite is never satisfied!

Ecclesiastes 6:8, 9
 

For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

In other words, it’s better to have something in your hand than to desire what you can’t have. Listen folks, most people spend most of their time romanticizing their past or fantasizing about their future. Solomon recognizes this. That’s why he says it’s better to see what’s before your eyes than to wander in desire.

Ecclesiastes 6:10
 

That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.

“How can you argue with God who predetermines the future?” asks Solomon.

The apostle Paul picks up the same point in Romans 9–11, saying, “Who are you, oh man, to argue with the Lord?”

I’ll tell you how to be miserable: Argue with God. “How come You didn’t save my husband?” or—“I prayed; I fasted; I trusted You, but she still left me,” or—“How come my business collapsed?” Argue with God and you’ll become cynical and bitter. And guess what. It won’t change a thing.

Why was your car repossessed? Well, maybe when you get to heaven, you’ll see that the next day, had you driven it, the front axle would have fallen off and you would have been paralyzed for the next fifty years. We don’t see what God sees. All I know is that God loves me so much He died for me on the Cross. Therefore, because He loves me that much, I know that what He’s doing in my life—regardless of whether or not I understand it—is for my good.

Ecclesiastes 6:11, 12
 

Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better? For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?

“Life is vain,” Solomon contends. “Life is a shadow—and who knows what’s coming next?”

In chapters 1 through 6, Solomon is a hedonist, living for pleasures as he pursues wine and money, power and women, education and philosophy. But in chapters 7 through 12, he changes his direction radically. He trades his Lambourghini for a Chrysler station wagon. He becomes a family man, a moralist—sharing truth, even though he’s not necessarily always experiencing it.

In your neighborhood, business, or school, there are the guys who drive the Deloreans and there are the guys who drive the station wagons. Some guys are into pleasure and power, others are into the “nice guy” image. But, as we shall see, they’re both equally flawed because even as a nice guy, Solomon will continue to struggle—until he comes to the one all-important conclusion found at the end of the book…

Chapter 7
 

We come to the second half of the Book of Ecclesiastes—a book that chronicles Solomon’s struggle to find the meaning of life. In the first six chapters, Solomon was a hedonist, hoping to find satisfaction, fulfillment, and answers by pursuing his own pleasures.

But here, in chapter 7, he suddenly shifts gears. No longer a hedonist, he now becomes a moralist. No longer a wild and crazy guy, he’s now the quintessential nice guy. He becomes a family man, gets his act together, joins the Moral Majority, and votes Republican. And from this frame of reference, he’s going to share with us some good moral principles.

This is where the book gets a little tricky. You see, in the next several chapters, although Solomon is no longer a hedonist, he is still in a backslidden state. There are two books that constantly lead people into false doctrine: the Book of Job and the Book of Ecclesiastes. But these are the two books that should have an asterisk beside them because, while they are inspired and convey accurately Job’s struggle to make sense of pain and Solomon’s struggle to make sense of life, all of their thoughts are not necessarily doctrinally accurate.

For example, Job philosophizes about many things, but toward the end of the book, the Lord comes on the scene and says, “Who is this man that speaks without knowledge?” In other words, “Job is talking through his hat. He doesn’t know what he’s saying.” Yet cultists quote Job without realizing this.

The same thing is true of Ecclesiastes. What Solomon pens is moral, but you can’t build theology or doctrine upon this book. Why, then, are Job and Ecclesiastes included in the canon of Scripture? Because one’s carnality doesn’t disqualify him from sharing truth. Your math teacher might be a total pagan, but when he tells you two plus two equals four, that’s still true. In his book, On Being and Running, Dr. George Sheehan asks the right questions concerning the ironies and problems of life eloquently, passionately, and insightfully—yet he comes to the wrong answer when he concludes that all of life’s problems are solved by jogging. So too, much of what Solomon says is true—yet not everything he says is true, as we shall see…

Ecclesiastes 7:1
 

A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one’s birth.

Precious ointment was the currency of the day. Therefore, Solomon gives great worth to a good name.

For topical study of Ecclesiastes 7:1, see “Happy Deathday to You.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:2
 

It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.

Solomon’s right. It’s better to go to a funeral parlor than to Burger King because in the house of mourning, perhaps for the only time in their lives, people are serious about considering eternity.

Ecclesiastes 7:3
 

Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.

When is your heart made better? Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven and they that mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:3, 4). When you finally realize you’re a sinner and in need is when you’re going to get better. Witnessing is tough where laughter abounds. But when someone is hurting and sorrowful, you have an opportunity to share the gospel. Thus, it is true that sorrow is better than laughter—for then the heart can be truly healed.

Ecclesiastes 7:4, 5
 

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.

It’s better to go to a revival service and be convicted than to a rock concert and hear the song of fools.

Ecclesiastes 7:6
 

For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.

The Hebrew word translated both “thorns” and “pot” is cirah. Thus, Solomon uses a play on words to describe the emptiness of laughter.

Ecclesiastes 7:7, 8
 

Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart. Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

I have this verse underlined in my Bible because, in my pride, I think I can accomplish certain tasks. But pride goes before destruction (Proverbs 16:18). Therefore, how much better it is to be patient, to not react, to not intervene, but just to wait. I’ve never regretted the times I’ve waited, the times I’ve refrained from offering my opinion—but how often I have regretted the times I’ve quickly rushed into situations, vainly thinking I knew all the answers.

Ecclesiastes 7:9, 10
 

Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this.

Bemoaning the loss of the “good old days” indicates a lack of wisdom. A generation or two ago, people worked seventeen hours a day in some cases, six days a week for forty cents an hour. Disease was rampant and medical care was scarce. It wasn’t all just Little House on the Prairie, so think twice before you long for yesteryear.

Ecclesiastes 7:11–14
 

Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun. For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it. Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked? In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.

In the day of adversity, rejoice because the Father is just as involved in the day of adversity as He is in the day of prosperity. So embrace your time of trouble and say, “Thank You, Lord. You’ve ordered this, as well.” So often in adversity, we think our world is collapsing and that everything is going wrong when, in reality, the Lord is birthing a whole new understanding within us.

Ecclesiastes 7:15, 16
 

All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself?

In his backslidden state, Solomon says, “Don’t be too good or no one will like you. You’ll be isolated from the crowd.”

Ecclesiastes 7:17
 

Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?

“Don’t be too good because no one will like you, but don’t be too bad because you’ll die too soon.” What Solomon espouses is basically the philosophy the Greeks called “The Golden Mean”—which is simply, “In everything, moderation.” Don’t be too good, don’t be too bad. Just be somewhere in the middle.

And that’s what the world still says. But what does our Lord say? “I would that you were either hot or cold, but if you’re lukewarm, I will spew you out of My mouth” (see Revelation 3:16). Either be hot for Jesus or get into the world where He can convict you. But don’t be lukewarm.

Ecclesiastes 7:18–20
 

It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all. Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city. For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

Solomon’s observation is correct. Paul picks up this same theme in Romans when he says there is none righteous, no not one (Romans 3:10). The pressure is off, gang, when you realize no one does good. So don’t be disillusioned when one of your friends or sisters or brothers in the Lord doesn’t do what you think they should. We’re all nothing but sinners, saved by the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ.

Ecclesiastes 7:21
 

Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee:

It has been rightly said that an eavesdropper rarely hears good. If you’re expecting to hear compliments behind your back, you’re not going to hear them. I’m one hundred percent certain that people talk about me negatively behind my back. How do I know this? Read on…

Ecclesiastes 7:22
 

For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others.

I am sorry and embarrassed to admit it, but I’ve talked about others negatively. Solomon says, “Just as you have talked about others, you can be sure others are talking about you”—not a comforting thought, but true.

Ecclesiastes 7:23–25
 

All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out? I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness:

Solomon desired and determined to be wise, but the application eluded him.

Ecclesiastes 7:26
 

And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.

Evidently, as Solomon searched for wisdom, he also dialogued with women—and, in the process, became ensnared by them. “I found more bitter than death the woman, and he who wants to please God must not take that path.”

Ecclesiastes 7:27, 28
 

Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account: Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found.

“I found one wise man among a thousand, but not a single woman.” This doesn’t mean women aren’t wise. I suggest to you it means Solomon shouldn’t have been relating to women that way in the first place. You see, due to the numerous snares and temptations lurking in such a relationship—with the exception of the marriage relationship—wisdom should never be sought from those of the opposite sex.

Why was Solomon having such difficulty finding someone who could wisely share with him? Because he was looking for such a person in the wrong place. If you want counsel, if you want friendship, if you want to find strong, meaningful relationships, look for them among the people of God. You’ll be surprised at the wisdom resident therein.

Ecclesiastes 7:29
 

Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.

These “inventions” aren’t technological advances. They refer to that which is wrong. In other words, God made man right, but man keeps messing up.




HAPPY DEATHDAY TO YOU

A Topical Study of


ECCLESIASTES 7:1


I find myself frequently thanking the Lord for hot, running water. This was something I used to take for granted and for which I rarely thanked the Lord. That was before we moved into a cabin in the Applegate Valley. It was a wonderful place to live; yet for two summers running, we experienced a drought. Consequently, the spring from which our water came dried up, causing us to bathe in the creek. So from that time on, my appreciation for hot showers has never abated.

When the Book of Ecclesiastes was written, Solomon did not have hot, running water. In fact, there were very few bathtubs at all, which made for a distinct aroma throughout the community. But if you were wealthy enough, with expensive ointments or perfume, you could mask the odor somewhat. These precious ointments did three things…

First, by concealing one’s own aroma, they made one socially agreeable.

Second, they made one spiritually identifiable. In Exodus 30, we read of a precious ointment called “holy anointing oil.” Made of cinnamon, calymus, and other sweet spices, the priests were the only ones to wear this particular ointment. I find this helpful in understanding what the Lord wants to do in our lives, for the anointing oil emblematic of the anointing of the Spirit is a sweet fragrance.

Finally, precious ointments made one financially stable. In the days before savings accounts or treasury bonds, when a person had money, he would often invest it in precious ointments. Always in demand, their value remained high. Thus, when Mary of Bethany poured an alabaster container full of perfume over Jesus, she was, in effect, emptying her bank account—which is why Jesus said, “Wherever the gospel is preached, this act of love and costly worship will be spoken of” (see Mark 14:9).

Precious ointments. See them in the context of Solomon’s day. Yet what does he say in our text? There is something better than precious ointment. That is, a good name. When most of us read this, we equate a good name with a good reputation. But when you study it more carefully, I think you’ll discover that’s not really the deepest meaning of this verse. You see, a good reputation is not better than costly ointment because a good reputation can easily be taken away.

Ask the patriarchs or the prophets. The vast majority of the prophets were slandered mercilessly by the people of Israel. Their reputations were dragged through the mud. Accusations and condemnations, innuendoes and attacks abounded. Their reputations were often so marred the people would rise up against them and stone them.

I see Jesus as the epitome of someone who was absolutely good, and yet did He have a good reputation? Philippians 2 says, “He humbled Himself and made Himself of no reputation.” In fact, the community around Him hurled accusations against Him, calling Him a glutton, a winebibber, a demonized individual who did miracles only through the power of Beelzebub (Mark 3:22).

What, then, is Solomon saying when he says a good name is better than precious ointment?

If you have opened your heart and received Jesus as your Lord, don’t you know that’s more important than popularity, financial stability, or even ministry? If your name is written in the Book of Life, then you’ve got a good name (Revelation 19).

Revelation 2 tells us that those whose names are in the Book of Life not only have a good name, but they will receive a new name. I’m looking forward to a brand new name, a brand new identity—new papers, new social security cards, new pictures, a change of image. When we get to heaven, gang, you won’t call me Jon. We’ll address one another with names the Lord has reserved for us and will reveal to us in that day. Why? Because all the stuff associated with our present name is tarnished and tainted. I am so looking forward to a fresh start eternally with a new name and a new countenance. It’s going to be wonderful to have a new identity!

As the essence of the high priestly ministry, Jesus has our names written on the breastplate over His heart (Exodus 28). Thus, if your name is written in the Book of Life, it is also on the Lord’s heart.

Not only is your name written in the Book of Life, not only is it written over the heart of our High Priest, but it is engraved in the palm of His hand (Isaiah 49:16). Therefore, no matter where you’re at, no matter what this week has held for you, the Lord isn’t saying, “Oops, I forgot to watch over you. I forgot all about your situation. I wasn’t aware of the crisis you were going through.”

No, your name is etched in His hand, inscribed on His heart, written in His Book.

When the disciples came back from their first missionary trip, saying, “Lord, You should have seen us. We cast out demons. We raised the dead. We saw miracles happen!” Jesus said, “Don’t rejoice in any of those things, but rejoice in the fact that your names are written in the Book of Life” (see Luke 10:20).

That’s what still matters today. How many miracles you observed, how many people you witnessed to, how many mistakes you made, how many sins you committed are not the issue. We worship the Lord because, by His grace, our names are written in the Book of Life. Before that, ministry, popularity, and financial stability all pale. They’re irrelevant in comparison to the fact that we’re saved and going to heaven.

Why do I feel this is the correct interpretation of “a good name is better than precious ointment?” Because I believe it is confirmed by the phrase that follows: “and the day of death than the day of one’s birth.”

If your name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, I want to wish you a happy deathday because our text declares the day of death is better than the day of birth. The day of one’s birth is wonderful—with one’s entire life stretching out before him. But along with that is the realization that there will be heavy trials and difficulties because life is hard.

Some years ago, as I boarded the plane for a flight from Australia to San Francisco, I could sense the excitement as everyone found their places and settled down in their seats at the outset of the fifteen-hour journey. But, after an hour or two, as we hit some turbulence in the sky, many of us reached for the airbags. Then the person two rows back got nervous and started smoking. The movie finally came on, but it was R-rated. When the food appeared, it wasn’t exactly what we were hoping for, either. After about the eighth or ninth hour, we began to feel sticky and cramped. And as I watched the faces in the cabin, I observed the wear and tear of frayed nerves as we all grew weary of the journey. But when the pilot said, “We’ll be landing in San Francisco in five minutes,” the spirit of the cabin suddenly picked up. Smiles returned. We were home.

Folks, that is why Solomon says better is a deathday than a birthday. The queasiness ceases. The smoking stops. The R-rated films are over. We’re Home.

The deathday is not only better than your birthday, but better than your best day. Think of the best day of your life…

“The best day of my life was when I turned twenty-one and could do whatever I wanted,” you might say. But as wonderful as that day might have seemed to you at that time, it will pale in comparison to the day you see the Lord, for when we see Him, we shall be like Him (1 John 3:2). No more struggling with the flesh. No more wondering why we said that or did the other. In heaven, we will at last truly come of age.

Maybe you say, “My best day was the day I got my inheritance.” You just wait. Peter says we have an inheritance that is undefiled and incorruptible waiting for us in heaven (1:4). I’m convinced that the majority of us will be shocked when we see the reward the Lord has waiting for us. Those who think they’ll be lucky just to make it in will be amazed to hear the Lord say, “You said this kind word and you ministered that kind touch. You helped your neighbor, cared for your kids, and hung in there in your marriage. Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into my joy!” (see Matthew 25:23).

Perhaps the best day of your life was your wedding day. But at the marriage supper of the Lamb, you’ll say, “Alright! This is what I longed for all along.” You see, as with any relationship on earth, marriage holds tremendous happiness—but also real hurts. Not so in heaven. That is why I am so looking forward to becoming the Bride of Christ. I’m looking forward to Someone else paying the bills, making the decisions, answering the questions. It will be oh, so glorious.

Truly, because the day you see Jesus will so far exceed your best day on earth, the day of your death will be the best day of your life.




 

Chapter 8
 

Ecclesiastes 8:1
 

Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed.

In the words of Abraham Lincoln, “Every person over forty is responsible for his own face.” Wisdom is truly a determining factor in one’s appearance. How attractive it is in any individual.

Ecclesiastes 8:2–4
 

I counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God. Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him. Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?

“Because he’s sovereign, be careful how you conduct yourself in the presence of the king. Submit yourself to him,” says Solomon. Of course, this speaks to us concerning our King, Jesus. He knows what He’s doing. We have no reason or right to question Him. Rather, ours is to submit to His will and to remain in His presence.

Ecclesiastes 8:5
 

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgment.

It is in one’s own best interests to keep the king’s command. How much more so with God’s commandments—for they are given for our good.

Ecclesiastes 8:6–8
 

Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man is great upon him. For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be? There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.

Such are Solomon’s observations: “Be wise that your face might shine. Be careful how you eat in the presence of the king. And realize that, as a human being, you have certain limitations. You can’t retain or release your spirit. You can’t control your destiny. You are going to die.” Only One controlled the destiny of His Spirit; only One gave His life rather than having it taken from Him (John 10:18).

Ecclesiastes 8:9, 10
 

All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt. And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.

A man can turn his back on holiness and become a wicked individual, yet when he dies, people have a tendency to elevate him. Solomon calls this emptiness.

Ecclesiastes 8:11
 

Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

Man thinks he gets away with evil only because God does not move quickly in judgment. Peter says God is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). Yet people make a dreadful error whenever they mistake the mercy of God for apathy, impotency, or approval.

Folks, just because God is patient with you, don’t assume He approves of what you’re doing, that He doesn’t care what You’re doing, or that He is powerless to bring judgment concerning what you’re doing.

Ecclesiastes 8:12–14
 

Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him: But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God. There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.

Solomon struggles because he sees righteous men treated like they’re wicked and wicked men treated like they’re righteous. The key to his dilemma, however, is found in three words in verse 14: “upon the earth.”

Yes, there are inconsistencies upon the earth. But things will all even out in eternity. Sure, there’s vanity on the earth. Certainly things don’t make sense here—but this life is only the vapor that precedes heaven, where all will be made right.

Ecclesiastes 8:15
 

Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun.

Weary with struggling, unable to see things from an eternal perspective, Solomon voices the philosophy of a hedonist when he says, “I can’t figure life out, so why not just party? What else is there under the sun?”

Oh, Solomon, there’s more to life than what is under the sun. Does the barracuda swimming in the ocean depths know there are birds flying in the sky, that there are sights and sounds he’s never heard or seen, that there’s an entire dimension above sea level? So too, the backslider and the unbeliever aren’t aware of an entirely different dimension called eternity.

Ecclesiastes 8:16, 17
 

When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:) Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.

No matter how wise you might think you are, you’ll never have answers for why things take place the way they do. Instead, the Bible promises a peace that passes understanding (Philippians 4:7). And I love that. The Lord promises that all things are working together for good, that He is on the throne, and that all will be settled when He comes back.

Chapter 9
 

Ecclesiastes 9:1–3
 

For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them. All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

Solomon is saying there’s one event common to all mankind. We’re all going to die. Whether you’re good or bad, whether you offer sacrifice or don’t, no matter who you are, the one unifying factor of all people is death.

Ecclesiastes 9:4
 

For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.

Solomon’s conclusion is that it’s better to be a dog and hang on to life than to die for a noble cause. Why? Because of an error in his thinking, as seen in the next verse…

Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6
 

For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

“When you die, that’s it,” says Solomon. In Luke 16, however, Jesus says this isn’t so. In the story of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man said, “Let me go back and tell my brothers that hell is real.” In other words, he was cognizant of both hell and earth. There are those who will try and convince you that, on the basis of this Scripture, when you die, there is no memory, no eternal damnation. But Jesus, our Greater than Solomon, clarifies the issue.

Ecclesiastes 9:7, 8
 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.

Because Solomon erroneously concludes that nothing exists beyond this life, he says all that’s left to do is to put on your fine clothes, douse yourself with after-shave, and live as if life is one big party.

Ecclesiastes 9:9
 

Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.

“Live it up with your wife,” says Solomon.

“Wait a minute,” says Paul. “Let you who are married be as though you’re not. Let you who are mourning be as though you’re not mourning, you who are prospering as though you’re not” (see 1 Corinthians 7:29, 30). In other words, don’t make money, emotions, or even family a priority.

I’m convinced a lot of married couples in the church are putting themselves through unnecessary torture because they’re so into their marriages. Jesus said that whoever doesn’t hate his family in comparison with his love for Him can’t be part of the kingdom (Luke 14:26). Therefore, we must make Jesus the priority of our lives—not our marriages, not our emotions, not our material possessions. Make the Lord the priority of your life and everything else falls into place.

Love the Lord. Worship Him daily. Serve Him faithfully. Any husband, any wife who makes Jesus the love and passion of his or her life will find his or her marriage radically de-pressurized. But try and make your marriage partner your fulfillment, your focal point, and you will experience continual frustration.

How many marriage seminars did Jesus give? How many apostles were inspired to write handbooks on the home? None. They talked about eternity, about the kingdom of heaven.



	How does one be a happy wife?

	 Love Jesus.

	How does one be a good husband?

	 Love Jesus.




Ecclesiastes 9:10
 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

Notice in his backslidden state that Solomon emphasizes the material rather than the spiritual when he says, “Get involved in working with your hands—in physical, material pursuits. Do it with all your might because that’s all there is.”

Ecclesiastes 9:11
 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.

Who wins the race or the battle? Not necessarily the best player. Solomon says it’s luck.

Ecclesiastes 9:12
 

For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.

“Like a fish scooped up in a net or a bird plucked out of the sky, so too, your time is coming. It’s all fate,” Solomon concludes.

Ecclesiastes 9:13–18
 

This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

In the words of noted theologian, Joseph Parker: “We are prone to say, ‘Show us true wisdom and the world will instantly recognize it and obey its commands.’ ” History, however, gives a flat contradiction to this supposition. The world has not known wisdom when it has seen it, nor answered the voice of eloquence when it has heard it, nor bowed before the presence of beauty when it has been most openly revealed.”

Yet the wise man must not be discouraged—for his time is yet to come.

Chapter 10
 

We live in a time when society places a premium on soft diplomacy and where truth is often sacrificed on the altar of tact. Consequently, the Bible has tremendous appeal because it speaks very truthfully, even bluntly, that we might know exactly what the heart of our Lord, the mind of our God really is. Chapter 10 is such a passage, for in it, Solomon speaks directly about the foolish man.

Ecclesiastes 10:1
 

Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.

If you purchased a bottle of expensive perfume and found a dead fly floating at the top, you would be disgusted. A little folly in someone who is supposed to be wise will cause his reputation to be discredited.

Ecclesiastes 10:2
 

A wise man’s heart is at his right hand; but a fool’s heart at his left.

Biblically, the right hand speaks of strength. If you are wise, whatever you do, you’ll do it with your whole heart, enthusiastically.

Ecclesiastes 10:3
 

Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.

A fool need not wear a sign to identify him as a fool, for his lack of wisdom announces his own foolishness.

Ecclesiastes 10:4
 

If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences.

If your boss comes down on you, don’t stand up and storm out of the office. Just turn the other cheek. If we wouldn’t fight, if we wouldn’t retaliate, but rather understand that there is something the Lord has for us to learn in every situation, how much better off we would be. Jesus taught us to be those who yield—and yet how determined we are to state our case and stand up for our rights.

Ecclesiastes 10:5–7
 

There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the ruler: Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place. I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth.

When my kids were little, every time they saw a limousine, they assumed a rock star was inside. Why? Because, for the most part, our society rewards showmanship rather than true achievement. A man hits a little round golf ball and makes millions of dollars a year, while poverty abounds. Things aren’t right in our society.

Ecclesiastes 10:8 (a)
 

He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it…

If you want to end up in the pits, try and entrap someone else.

Ecclesiastes 10:8 (b)
 

…and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.

“I can hedge a little bit,” we say as we bend the rules. But here, Solomon is saying that, no matter who you are or how prominent you might be, if you break the hedge—if you overstep boundaries—you’re going to be stung.

Ecclesiastes 10:9 (a)
 

Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith…

In Solomon’s day, stones or large rocks were placed as land markers. “If you try and change the boundaries, the very rock you moved will fall on you,” Solomon warns.

Ecclesiastes 10:9 (b)
 

…and he that cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby.

Deuteronomy 20:19 says to be careful not to chop down fruit-bearing trees during the heat of battle. Solomon picks up on this same theme when he says, “If you’re cutting down, you are in danger yourself.”

Centuries later, Paul would illuminate this even further, saying, “If you bite and devour one another, know this: You yourselves will be consumed” (see Galatians 5:15).

Ecclesiastes 10:10
 

If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.

A dull ax requires a lot more energy than a sharp one. You might be saying, “When is my ministry going to blossom? When am I going to have opportunity to do something really significant for God?” Listen, these are days when He’s sharpening the ax. The fool quickly grabs any tool, even if it’s dull. Not so the wise man. Paul had thirteen years of sharpening; Moses, forty; Jesus Himself, thirty.

Despise not the days of small beginnings, saint (Zechariah 4:10)—for it is then that God does His finest, finishing work.

Ecclesiastes 10:11
 

Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.

Like a snake who must continually be charmed with a flute, babblers must be kept happy or they’ll bite.

Ecclesiastes 10:12–15
 

The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness. A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can tell him? The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city.

A foolish man speaks foolishly, frivolously, and so constantly that he doesn’t even know “how to go to the city” or, in our vernacular, “when to come in out of the rain.”

Ecclesiastes 10:16, 17
 

Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child [childish], and thy princes eat in the morning! Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!

Poor is the country who has fools in the place of leadership, who, first thing in the morning, begin to party; who, like children, live to pursue their own pleasures. But how blessed is the country who has wise leaders, who realize that the purpose of eating is simply to give them strength to carry out the tasks of the day.

Ecclesiastes 10:18
 

By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.

In this section, we have seen a foolish person accurately described by Solomon as one with too many words, too little sense, too early partying, and too late getting to work.

Ecclesiastes 10:19
 

A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.

These are the words of a fool. How do you know if you’re a fool? Is drinking important to you? Is partying a priority for you? Is money the real key to life in your perspective? If so, congratulations. You are a bona fide fool.

Ecclesiastes 10:20
 

Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.

This is where the saying, “A little bird told me” comes from. How many times have we been absolutely amazed to discover that what we spoke in greatest confidence has somehow circulated throughout the entire region? You see, the “bird” of which Solomon writes is the bird of reality. Whenever you speak about someone else, count on your words getting back to him.

At this point in his journey to find the meaning of life, Solomon is sharing good moral principles and practical truth. Having already sought satisfaction through wine and women, money, philosophy, and education, he became the quintessential family man. But he’s still struggling, as we’ll see in the next chapter…

Chapter 11
 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 (a)
 

Cast thy bread upon the waters…

Today we would say, “Don’t put your extra bread in the freezer—give it away, instead.” Jesus underscored this wisdom when He said, “Freely ye have received; freely give” (see Matthew 10:8).

Ecclesiastes 11:1 (b)
 

…for thou shalt find it after many days.

He who gives to the poor lends to the Lord (Proverbs 19:17). And since God will be a debtor to no man, whatever we give will be returned to us “pressed down and running over” (Luke 6:38).

Ecclesiastes 11:2 (a)
 

Give a portion to seven, and also to eight…

“Don’t give to only one person—but give to seven or eight.”

Why? Read on…

Ecclesiastes 11:2 (b)
 

…for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.

If you’ve been generous with lots of folks, lots of folks will be generous with you. The problem is, although we agree with this in theory, we find ourselves saying, “As soon as I get a better job” or, “as soon as we pay off the credit card bill,” or, “as soon as we get our yard planted, then we’ll really share.” But check out the next verse…

Ecclesiastes 11:3, 4
 

If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.

He who is always anticipating the storm or worried about which way the tree will fall will never sow and, therefore, never reap. Folks, there is never a good time to give. If you’re waiting for a more convenient time, it will never come. So do it now. Now is the time to do whatever the Lord has placed upon your heart.

Ecclesiastes 11:5
 

As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

Because we don’t know the ways of God, we can’t base our giving, our loving, or our ministering on our ability to plan when is the appropriate time to do so. Rather, we need simply to be obedient and faithful to keep giving and loving every day.

Ecclesiastes 11:6
 

In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.

Keep giving because you don’t know which seed will sprout. Keep loving because you don’t know which person you show love to might respond and see Jesus in the process. Keep sowing in the morning; keep reaching out in the evening. Don’t give up. There really is no easy time to open your home, to write that check, to give generously of whatever resources you have. But if you’ll do it faithfully, it will return to you in the day of your own trouble.

Ecclesiastes 11:7
 

Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:

This is Solomon’s way of saying, “Life is really a privilege. Be thankful for it.”

Ecclesiastes 11:8 (a)
 

But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all…

The Bible gives no loophole for troubled teenage years, midlife crisis, or the depression of old age. Rather, here we are told to rejoice in every year, every season of life. Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life and life more abundantly” (see John 10:10). But the Pharisees couldn’t handle Him. So they called Him a winebibber and a glutton. They found fault with Jesus because there was a robustness about His life, an attraction so evident that people from the world loved to hang around Him. I suggest to you Jesus would have a hard time in many ministerial associations even today because they would think Him far too happy to be in the ministry.

Ecclesiastes 11:8 (b)
 

…yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many.…

Imagine a bird flying in from outer space and taking a single peck off the top of Mt. Everest before returning to outer space. A thousand years later, he returns and takes a second peck before cruising back beyond the solar system. A thousand years later, he makes a third appearance—and keeps on doing this every thousand years. The amount of time it would take the bird to flatten Mt. Everest is equivalent to less than a second in eternity. Truly, it is wise to consider, to the best of our ability, the length of eternity.

Ecclesiastes 11:8 (c)
 

…All that cometh is vanity.

In comparison to eternity, all that comes our way presently is empty.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 (a)
 

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes…

Parents, I think we should tell our kids how wonderful life is, that youth is a special time. I think sometimes we can be so overbearing and so heavy on trying to make sure they don’t make a mistake that we take away the glory and joy that youth can bring.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 (b), 10
 

…but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.

As believers, we know Jesus came to bring abundant life. But we also know that judgment is coming and that, to those who violate the principles of God, the repercussions are tragic.

Chapter 12
 

The rabbis say Solomon wrote the Song of Solomon when he was a young man, Proverbs as a middle-aged man, and Ecclesiastes as an old man. If that be so, it is no wonder that, in this last chapter of his last book, Solomon looks at the reality and the effects of aging…

Ecclesiastes 12:1 (a)
 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth…

The word translated “remember” doesn’t mean to daydream or reminisce, but rather it’s an action word that literally means “to act decisively.” That is why, throughout the Bible, when God says, “I will remember you,” He’s not merely saying, “You’re on My mind,” but rather, “I will act decisively on your behalf.”

Solomon is saying, “Act decisively and radically toward your Creator in the days when you’re young because harder days are coming.”

Ecclesiastes 12:1 (b)
 

…while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

Young people make a terrible mistake when they think, “It’s too hard to act decisively for the Lord now. My friends won’t understand; the crowd will reject me. It’s too tough to live for God now. When I get older, it will be easier.”

Solomon is saying that’s not so. The older you get, the tougher it becomes. In fact, in his book entitled We Americans, George Gallup presented some interesting statistics on the demographics of our country…



	If your grandfather was born in 1900, he could expect to reach forty-four years of age.

	If your father was born in 1940, the life expectancy had increased to sixty-three.

	If your son was born in 1980, he can expect to live to be seventy-five years old.

	Presently, there are twelve thousand-plus Americans over the age of a hundred.




Solomon has some interesting things to say about aging that are applicable to every one of us as, regardless of our age, we are older than when we started this chapter…

Ecclesiastes 12:2 (a)
 

While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened…

This is a Hebrew idiom that means “Before you get depressed.” You see, old age can bring its own crankiness and depression. As Shakespeare said, “I wasted time, now time doth waste me.” Many older people are vulnerable to becoming irritable. For them, the sun no longer shines; the moon is no longer bright; the luster of life is gone.

Ecclesiastes 12:2 (b)
 

…nor the clouds return after the rain:

Again, if we were in Solomon’s culture, we would understand that this phrase refers to the mind becoming foggy. We all experience storms of forgetfulness, but when we’re younger, the sun shines, everything brightens, and we say, “Oh, yeah, now I remember.” As we age, however, the clouds take longer to dissipate.

Ecclesiastes 12:3 (a)
 

In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble…

The “keepers of the house” speak of the legs. Those who study physiology tell athletes that the first thing to go is their legs, as the quickness and the spring decline.

Ecclesiastes 12:3 (b)
 

…and the strong men shall bow themselves…

The “strong men” refer to the shoulders. Whereas once we stood erect and strong, now our shoulders bend forward a bit and bow somewhat.

Ecclesiastes 12:3 (c)
 

…and the grinders cease because they are few…

The “grinders,” or teeth, cease working because they’re losing numbers. One man described the aging process this way: You begin with milk. Then you go to milk and soft vegetables. Then you go to milkshakes with hamburgers and candy. Then you go to steak and Coke and corn-on-the-cob. Then you go to caviar and frogs’ legs and chocolate mousse. Then you go back to milk and soft vegetables.

Solomon says the day is coming when your shoulders will stoop, when your teeth will be missing, when your legs will be shaking. These things are going to happen. And then he continues the description…

Ecclesiastes 12:3 (d)
 

…and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

Your eye is an amazing instrument. It is the instrument most sensitive to light on the face of the earth. Incredibly, it can see a star flickering twenty-five billion light years away. And yet even its ability fades with age.

Ecclesiastes 12:4 (a)
 

And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low…

Hearing begins to fail. The ear is also an incredible instrument. At its peak, it can differentiate between 15,000 tones. But when is it at its peak? At about one and a half years of age. After that, it’s pretty much all downhill.

Ecclesiastes 12:4 (b)
 

…and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;

With age, sleep patterns are more easily disrupted. Even a bird chirping outside can waken one.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (a)
 

Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way…

Studies indicate that there are chemical changes which take place in the brain that make us more vulnerable to fears the older we get. I hear myself cautioning Peter-John about the very things I would do most freely and easily as a kid.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (b)
 

…and the almond tree shall flourish…

Almond trees are white on top. Thus, this speaks of the graying of one’s hair.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (c)
 

…and the grasshopper shall be a burden…

When asked to perform some task, the inevitable answer of young guys is, “No problem.” But as we get older, things that were once no problem suddenly become surprisingly burdensome.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (d)
 

…and desire shall fail…

This, of course, speaks of passion.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (e)
 

…because man goeth to his long home…

The “long home” speaks of eternity.

Ecclesiastes 12:5 (f)
 

…and the mourners go about the streets:

As his passion begins to fail, as the grasshopper becomes a burden, as he becomes almond tree-like on his head, man finds himself mourning at more and more funerals for his friends and colleagues.

Ecclesiastes 12:6 (a)
 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed…

The “silver cord” speaks of the spinal cord. Paralysis begins to set in.

Ecclesiastes 12:6 (b)
 

…or the golden bowl be broken…

The “golden bowl” was a phrase used to describe the brain. Did you know that you will forget ninety percent of everything you learn? And yet the ten percent you retain is actually ten times larger than all of the volumes in the Library of Congress—which number approximately seventeen million volumes of books. Truly, the brain is an amazing device, constantly processing incredible amounts of information.

According to experts, if a computer was built that could perform all of the functions your brain does, it would have to be the size of the United Nations building in New York, cooled with a water source as free-flowing as Niagara Falls, and would require as much power as is used in one year by the state of California.

Yet, in old age, the brain starts to slow down a bit.

Ecclesiastes 12:6 (c)
 

…or the pitcher be broken at the fountain…

This speaks of the lungs. If you are an average individual, you breathe 23,040 times every twenty-four hours, taking in four hundred thirty-eight cubic feet of air. But eventually, you find yourself out of breath more easily as your breathing capacity diminishes with age.

Ecclesiastes 12:6 (d)
 

…or the wheel broken at the cistern.

This speaks of the heart—that incredible machine that pumps blood through one hundred sixty-eight million miles of veins, arteries, and capillaries each and every day.

Ecclesiastes 12:7
 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

Finally, after all this process is completed, no matter how healthy we might be or how young we might feel, we eventually die.

What is Solomon saying through all of this?

First of all, aging is inevitable. It is not something about which we should be embarrassed, but rather something we should be embracing, for with the ancient is wisdom and in length of days is understanding (Job 12:12). Gang, even though our bodies may be deteriorating, we can have the possibility of gaining wisdom and understanding. There is a tendency in our youth-oriented society to hang on to youth, but in reality, the Bible says with age comes wisdom. Therefore, let us embrace that process.

Second, aging is not only inevitable, but aging is essential because through it, God gives us daily reminders that we’re headed for eternity. “Lord, teach us to number our days,” said Moses (Psalm 90:12). God helps us do just that by reminding us of the passing of time every time we look in the mirror.

Aging is inevitable, essential—but, praise God, not eternal because we’re only here for a short time. We’ll discard these bodies and move on to our glorious, new resurrected state where there shall be no aging or disease, no breaking of the fountain, no trembling of the pillars, no losing of the grinders. Aging is not an eternal process. It’s short—then on to heaven, where we’ll have new bodies designed for eternity.

That is why Solomon says, “Today is the day to remember your Creator. You’re not dead yet. You still have your mind. Your heart is still pumping.” Now is the time because most people think, “As soon as I get out of high school, then I’ll really live for God,” or, “As soon as I get through college and finish my studies, then I’ll be serious about seeking the Lord,” or, “As soon as my kids grow up, then I’ll have time to wait on God,” or, “As soon as my kids get out of the house.…”

The truth, however, is that it will never be easier than now for you to serve God. Never. It will never be easier for you than now to develop devotions. It will never be easier for you than now to begin to minister. It will never be easier than now to worship. It does not get easier as you get older. That’s what Solomon is saying. Physically, you start to fall apart. Mentally, you’re vulnerable to depression. So now is the day, in the day of your youth, to act decisively on behalf of God.

You see, the greatest misunderstanding is that when we get older, we automatically become wiser. Not so. If you are not spending time in the Word now, worshiping God now, serving God now, when you get older, you’ll just be an old, cranky fool. And society is loaded with people like that.

But if you decided now to walk with God and commit your life to Him, you will age gracefully, become wise increasingly, and be a blessing to so many.

Ecclesiastes 12:8, 9
 

Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

Grappling with advancing age, struggling with the meaning of life, Solomon still continued to teach. This says to me that even during seasons of struggle, we need to share. It’s important to realize that truth is truth and must be conveyed no matter what season one is in personally. Share truth with people even if, like Solomon, you are struggling because truth needs to be spoken faithfully, consistently, diligently.

Ecclesiastes 12:10 (a)
 

The preacher sought to find out acceptable words…

Solomon searched for just the right words to express what was on his heart. John Stott likens this process to a dog wrestling with a bone, trying to take off every scrap of meat. And that is what made Solomon an excellent preacher. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we approached family devotions looking for just the right way to communicate truth to our kids?

Ecclesiastes 12:10 (b)
 

…and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.

Aren’t you beginning to sense that all the while Solomon was struggling, he knew what was real? Even as he partied day and night, even as he experimented with philosophy and wealth, he knew what was really true.

You’ll never be effective in ministry until you learn to lay aside your own struggles and trips, depression and victories, joys and disappointments and say, “I’m committed to communicating truth. Period.” For if you share only when you’re doing well, your ministry will be inconsistent.

Secondly, realize that Satan will constantly whisper in your ear that you have no business, no right, no authority to minister because your life is a mess. That’s only the accuser of the brethren trying to sideline you (Revelation 12:10). Don’t buy his lies. Instead, keep being faithful in what God has called you to do.

Ecclesiastes 12:11 (a)
 

The words of the wise are as goads…

Just as goads are used to prod cattle, the words of the wise get us moving in the right direction.

Ecclesiastes 12:11 (b)
 

…and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies…

Words of wisdom nail down truth.

Ecclesiastes 12:11 (c)
 

…which are given from one shepherd.

And whence come these words of wisdom? Not from me. Not from you. But from one Shepherd—Jesus Christ. The words of the Lord revealed in His Word are what will move the cattle and fasten down truth in the lives of those we love.

Ecclesiastes 12:12, 13 (a)
 

And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter…

“This is it,” declares Solomon. “I’m now going to conclude what I have learned from all of my experimentation, all of my partying, possessions, and pursuits.…”

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (b)
 

…Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

“After all I’ve tried, the answer to life is not in pleasure, power, possessions, or the pursuit of knowledge. The meaning of life lies in the fear of God,” Solomon emphatically declares.

Ecclesiastes 12:14
 

For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

The author of the Book of Job was a dramatist, a quintessential playwright. The author of Psalms was a poet par excellence. The author of Genesis and Exodus, a wonderful novelist. The author of Jonah was a storyteller. But here, I see Solomon not so much a storyteller or dramatist but rather a photographer. He takes pictures of life and lets us look at them in order to see they’re all bogus. Then, on the last page of his photo album, he says, “This is the key: Fear God and keep His commandments.”

But you know what? I close this photo album and still feel discouraged because the problem is, I’ve broken the commandments, and, therefore, fear judgment.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect” (Matthew 5:48). But I’m not. So, although Solomon’s conclusion is correct, I haven’t followed it. I haven’t obeyed God perfectly.

But our Greater than Solomon—Jesus Christ—appears and says, “Come unto Me and I will give you rest, for except your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, unless it’s better than the most religious individuals, you will not inherit eternal life” (see Matthew 5:20; 11:28).

So it is that I say, “Lord, I failed. But You didn’t. You took my sin upon Yourself and died in my place. Oh, what grace. And now, Lord, by Your grace, I can walk in Your ways and keep Your commandments. By Your grace, Lord, I not only fear You, but I love You.”

And life has meaning—not under the sun, but in the Son.

Amen.







SONG OF SOLOMON
 

Background to Song of Solomon
 

The Song of Solomon was the favorite book of D. L. Moody, C. H. Spurgeon, and St. John of the Cross. John Gill, a Puritan preacher mined one hundred twenty-two sermons from its riches. Bernard of Clairvaux, a French mystic, delivered eighty-eight teachings from the first chapter alone.

Solomon wrote, “Vanity of vanities” in Ecclesiastes, but labeled this book his “Song of Songs.” He wrote, “There is nothing new under the sun,” in Ecclesiastes, but wrote of life under the Son in his Song.

It’s a many-faceted diamond, this glorious Song of Solomon—for no matter which way it is studied, or from which angle it is approached, it is sure to reflect and refract Jesus Christ—the Light of the world and the Lover of our souls.

It is one of the most beautiful, but perhaps one of the most controversial books in the entire Bible. It is controversial for two reasons: its content and its intent. The content of the Song of Solomon is controversial because some see it as nothing more than an erotic oriental love poem. It was for this reason that Orthodox Jews were not allowed to read it until they were thirty years of age. But perhaps even more controversial than the content of the Song of Solomon is its intent.

There are those who say it’s simply a marriage manual—that in this book a man can learn how to relate to his wife and a woman can learn how to respond to her husband. Others say it is an allegory that speaks of Jehovah’s love for the nation of Israel. Still others view it as the account of a love triangle with Solomon representing the world’s system, the maiden representing the church, and the shepherd-king representing Jesus Christ.

But the most commonly held viewpoint, and the one to which I personally ascribe, is that the love between the king and the maiden as seen in the book before us is a picture of the love between Jesus and His church.

Part of the problem in interpreting the Song of Solomon is that it is not always clear who is speaking. Many translations have added headings of explanation, but, as is often the case, they can produce more confusion than clarity. It is therefore necessary to look for contextual clues within any given passage to determine whether it is the king or the maiden speaking.

In one aspect, this is an extremely difficult book to teach because it is so personal. But I promise you this: Whether you are mystical or analytical by nature, whether you are both or neither, if you’ll spend time quietly and privately with the Lord reading His book as a love letter from Him, no matter how you choose to interpret it, He will make precious and personal application to your life.

Chapter 1
 

Song of Solomon 1:1
 

The song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

Jesus is the King of kings. The temple contained the Holy of Holies. And this is Solomon’s Song of songs. First Kings 4 tells us that Solomon wrote 1,005 songs, yet this is the only one God saw fit to preserve for eternity.

Song of Solomon 1:2 (a)
 

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth…

“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth,” sings the maiden in the opening phrase of Solomon’s “opera.” When, after realizing he had lived a life of sin and debauchery, the prodigal son returned to him, his father greeted him with kisses upon his neck (Luke 15:20)—which speak of forgiveness and restoration. The kisses of the mouth here in Song of Solomon are not the kisses of forgiveness, but the kisses of intimacy and communion.

You cannot kiss two people at one time—don’t try it! And one of the things that’s so important to understand is, if we desire intimacy with the Lord—not simply the kiss of forgiveness, but the kiss of intimacy—we need to forsake all others. We cannot follow after this idol or that desire but, instead, must say, “Lord, I’m fully, completely, totally committed to You.”

Song of Solomon 1:2 (b)
 

…for thy love is better than wine.

Wine speaks of joy. Here, the maiden says to the king, “Sharing intimacy with you far exceeds even the most joyous substance the world has to offer.”

We’ve found that to be true, haven’t we? When you feel the closeness of the Lord—perhaps at His Table or in a time when worship is ascending in a powerful way; perhaps when you’re walking in the woods or quietly meditating by a lake; perhaps when you’re on your knees in your prayer closet or bowing down by your bed—you know that nothing compares to His presence.

Song of Solomon 1:3 (a)
 

Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth…

When Elvis Presley was popular in the mid-fifties, girls would swoon at the mention of his name. But Jesus’ name is much more precious because people don’t faint at the name of Jesus—they “walk and leap and praise God” (Acts 3:8).

Song of Solomon 1:3 (b)
 

…therefore do the virgins love thee.

Any virgin, any person who desires purity and rightness will eventually love Jesus. People often say, “But my friend, neighbor, or my family member is so good, so pure. Surely, he can’t go to hell just because he doesn’t know Jesus.”

I suggest to you that whoever is truly a spiritual virgin—whoever truly desires goodness, purity, and righteousness will inevitably desire and submit to Jesus Christ. Conversely, if a person does not want to love the Lord, he is not a good person. That’s a hard statement to make, but it’s one I believe Scripture backs up through and through. Truly, there is none righteous, no not one. There is none that doeth good (Romans 3:10)—but if a person has even a desire to be right and pure, he will inevitably follow the Lord.

Song of Solomon 1:4 (a)
 

Draw me, we will run after thee…

The maiden says to the king whose name is so precious and whose intimacy she desires, “Unless you draw me, unless you invite me, unless you reach out to me, I can’t come. But if you draw me, I will run.”

In John 15, Jesus said, “You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you.” You see, we cannot seek after the Lord unless the Father, through the Spirit, draws and woos us (John 6:44). It’s not that we’re lazy; it’s that we’re powerless.

“Draw me and we will run after Thee.” What a prayer to be offered from our lips. “Draw me, Lord—and as You stir my spirit and pull the strings of my heart, I will come. I will respond. Draw me to You—and I’ll run.”

Song of Solomon 1:4 (b)
 

…the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.

Here, the scene changes as the maiden is brought into the palace of the king. It is important to understand that, before the king became her lover, she was first brought into the palace where she acknowledged him as her lord.

Understand, folks, that you will not experience the intimacy, the warmth, the beauty of a love relationship with the Lord until you submit to Him as King. Many people ask me, “Why don’t I feel God’s love? Others around me weep and rejoice, but I never feel a thing. Why?”

I answer, “Perhaps it is because you have not yet come to the palace and truly submitted every part of your personality and being to Him. You see, before there can be intimate communication, there must be complete commitment.”

Think about it, guys. When you began to date your wife, you couldn’t be intimate with her or expressive toward her until there was an absolute commitment made. When you said, “You are my wife until death do us part” the possibility for intimacy became available. Otherwise, it would have been adultery or immorality.

As a man and woman become more committed to each other, they can begin to share more expression. You date a girl and first you hold her hand. Then, you put your arm around her—and then perhaps the goodnight kiss. In other words, as the commitment increases, the intimacy can be expressed—but never can be completely expressed until the lasting commitment of marriage is made.

I’m convinced that many times, we don’t experience the fullness of intimacy with the Lord because, in reality, we’re still at the “holding hand” stage with Him. We’re not really committed to Him because there are other things and priorities to which we cling. Like the maiden, we can’t experience intimacy until we come into His palace, bow our knee, and say, “You are Lord.”

Song of Solomon 1:5 (a)
 

I am black…

In the presence of the king, the maiden suddenly realizes her own blackness. So too, whenever you enter into the company of the Lord, you’re in for a shock because you’ll be aware of how black you are in and of yourself. That is why when Isaiah came into the Lord’s presence, he said, “Woe is me. I am unclean. I am undone” (see Isaiah 6:5).

You can’t be proud or boastful; you can’t be self-assured in the presence of the Lord. You might think you’re on top of everything now, but when you come into His presence and you see His beauty, His holiness, His loveliness, you say, “Woe is me. I am black.”

Song of Solomon 1:5 (b)
 

…but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem…

I’m black, but I’m also comely because I’m in Christ Jesus. He has cleansed me with His blood. He has put me on His team. He has made me a part of His bride and His body. He has robed me with His righteousness. I’m black, but I am comely because of what He has done for me.

Song of Solomon 1:5 (c)
 

…as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.

The tents of Kedar were black tents, made of black goats’ hair. The curtains of Solomon were made of white linen. “I know I’m black on the outside,” the maiden says, “but I also know I’m pure.”

It’s this dichotomy, this struggle of which each of us is aware. Like Paul, we know that in our flesh dwells no good thing (Romans 7:18). And yet, like him, we have the treasure of the Lord’s presence within our earthen vessels (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Song of Solomon 1:6
 

Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother’s children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept.

Here, the maiden explains why she’s black. Instead of just saying, “I’m black but comely,” and leaving it at that, she gives a reason for why she’s black.

Do you ever do that? Do you ever say, “If you had parents like I had, you would be black, too,” or, “If you had a boss like I do, you would understand,” or, “If you had a husband like I have, you would be really dark”?

The maiden says, “The reason I’m so tan”—which was totally looked down upon in her culture—“is because my background was harsh and my brothers were hostile. The sun shone on me. My brothers made me take care of all of the vineyards. I had to work outside—and that’s why I am the way I am.”

Oh, how often today we hear people say, “The reason I am the way I am is because of my brothers… or my mother… or my situation.” But we don’t have to do this. We don’t have to explain why we’re black—we simply have to admit that we are!

Song of Solomon 1:7
 

Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?

Here, the bride shows us that her king is also a shepherd. This is why some people say there are three main characters in this story. The shepherd could not be the king, they reason, for what king is a shepherd?

Oh, but there is a King who is a Shepherd: Jesus Christ—the King of kings and the Shepherd of our souls—the Good Shepherd of John 10:14, the Great Shepherd of Hebrews 13:20, the Chief Shepherd of 1 Peter 5:4.

“Tell me,” says the bride to her shepherd-king, “where do you keep your flocks? I want to be there, too. Why should I settle for your companions when I can have you? I want to be with you.”

I feel that in my heart. Sometimes I say, “Lord, where are You? I don’t want to settle for just spending time with Your companions. I want You, Lord. Oh, I appreciate the advice of my brothers and sisters—but I need You, Lord.”

Do you ever feel like you just need to be with the Lord—and you wonder where He is? “Where are You, Lord?” we call out in the noonday, when the sun is highest and the heat is hottest. Notice the king’s answer…

Song of Solomon 1:8 (a)
 

If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock…

“Do you want to know where I am? Do you want to be with me? Do you want to know where I hang out in the heat of the day?” asks the king. “I’ll tell you: First, follow the flock.”

So if you want to find the Lord, follow His flock. There is no room for the “Lone Ranger” mentality in the body of Christ that says, “I don’t need church. I don’t need Bible study. I don’t need Communion. I’ve grown beyond those things. It’s just me and Jesus.” I have yet to see a Christian who, over the long haul, has done well as a Lone Ranger. It doesn’t work. That’s why the Bible says…

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. Hebrews 10:24, 25


We need to follow the flock, to be a part of the flock. The Lord designed it that way. He’s building a family—living stones being fit together for a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5).

Song of Solomon 1:8 (b)
 

…and feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ tents.

“Second,” said the king, “feed the kids. Find those who are young and feed them. That’s where you’ll find me.”

Saints, when you feel like you don’t know where the Lord is during the heat of the day, during the hard times in your life, come to church. Find some new believers, some Sunday school kids, some junior-highers—and feed them. It’s so important. Once you’re “feeding kids”—whether in a home Bible study, a Sunday school class, or discipling someone one-on-one—you experience the flow of God’s love through you to someone else and it’s wonderful!

Where is the Lord? Follow the flock, feed the kids, and I promise you will find Him and experience Him in special ways.

Song of Solomon 1:9
 

I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots.

The king doesn’t compare the maiden to a donkey or to a beast of burden. He compares her to a horse—a prized possession in that culture. In other words, he says, “I have compared you to a Ferrari. I have compared you to a BMW. You’re something special.”

Notice this key concept as you read through this book: the king has only good things to say about this woman who recognizes her own blackness. The same is true of us. Jesus looks at us and is in love with us. I am so aware of my blackness, yet Jesus actually desires us. Great is the mystery!

Song of Solomon 1:10 (a)
 

Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels…

How can cheeks have rows of jewels? In Solomon’s day, women wore headdresses with jewels connected to them by leather straps that hung down upon their cheeks.

Song of Solomon 1:10 (b)
 

…thy neck with chains of gold.

Gold is the metal of monarchy.

Song of Solomon 1:11 (a)
 

We will make thee borders [braids] of gold…

Who is “we”? I believe this speaks of the Trinity. “We will make thee braids of gold. We’re only going to make you even more beautiful,” the Lord says.

How is gold braided? By pounding and beating it.

When we wonder what the Lord is doing during the times of trial and testing, He is braiding us—His gold—through hard times of pounding and beating and shaping.

“What right does He have to pound on me and to beautify me in that way?” you ask.

Read on.

Song of Solomon 1:11 (b)
 

…with studs of silver.

Silver is the metal of redemption.

Jesus redeemed you. He bought you with His blood. Therefore, He can beautify you as He sees fit.

Song of Solomon 1:12 (a)
 

While the king sitteth at his table…

First Kings 4 says that at Solomon’s table every day there were thirty measures (190 bushels) of fine flour, threescore measures (390 bushels) of meal, ten fat oxen, twenty oxen out of pasture, one hundred sheep besides harts, roebucks, fallow deer, and fatted fowl. Solomon’s table was abundant in provision.

Song of Solomon 1:12 (b)
 

…my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

It was when the maiden sat at the table of her shepherd-king that the fragrance came forth from her.

Gang, when you feast at the Lord’s Table, a fragrance comes forth. Jesus said, “This do in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19) and yet we as believers so often say, “We don’t have time or the inclination or the desire to come to the Communion Table.”

When you feast at the Lord’s Table, it’s a fragrant, beautiful expression of love in His sight. Therefore, don’t come to church only to get. Don’t come just to see if you can be blessed. We assemble together because it’s fragrant to Him. The Lord is blessed when He sees His kids remembering Him. How it changed my understanding of church when I understood that I wasn’t coming just to get. I was coming to honor my Lord.

The bride says, “At the king’s table, the fragrance of spikenard emanated from me.”

What is spikenard? It’s the same ointment Mary released upon Jesus as she broke the alabaster box. Jesus said, “She has done this as a memorial unto Me. And this shall be spoken of wherever the gospel is preached. Disciples, leave her alone. This is a beautiful act” (Mark 14:3–9).

Song of Solomon 1:13 (a)
 

A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me…

What is myrrh? A burial spice.

Even at Jesus’ birth, as He was wrapped in swaddling cloths and later presented with myrrh, a statement was being made that He was born to die.

Song of Solomon 1:13 (b)
 

…he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts.

This passage is better translated “It shall lie all night betwixt my breasts,” referring to the bundle of myrrh.

Who is the person who is really in love with the Lord, the person who feels the presence of the Lord upon his breast and within his heart? It is the person who understands that the Lord died for him personally and for those sins that are so black. It is the person who realizes that Christ’s death is not just theology but reality. It is the person who says, “I’m a sinner. And the Lord died for me. It’s not just the teachings He shared or the life He lived—it’s what He did on Calvary that makes me love Him.” It is the person who remembers the Cross.

Song of Solomon 1:14
 

My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of En-gedi.

En-gedi is a beautiful oasis surrounded by the deserts of the Dead Sea. It’s where David hung out when he fled from Saul—a refreshing spot, indeed.

Here, the maiden says to her king, “You’re an oasis to me. You’re like the camphire—or the cypress—tree. The shade tree, the beauty in this desert-dry world—that’s what you are to me.”

Song of Solomon 1:15 (a)
 

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair…

The king replies, “You are fair.” “Fair” does not mean “adequate,” “alright,” or “passable.” It means “excellent,” “ravishing,” “wonderful.”

Song of Solomon 1:15 (b)
 

…thou hast doves’ eyes.

The eyes reveal what is in the soul. The dove being a symbol of the Holy Spirit, this verse says that Jesus sees His Spirit in my soul. He doesn’t see me in my flesh and stupidity—which is obvious to many. Instead, He sees the reality of His life being lived through mine. And He says to every one who knows Him, to every single believer, “You are fair. You’re wonderful because I see in you My work and My life.”

Saints, everything the king says to his maiden is positive and encouraging. And that’s the way the Lord sees us.

Song of Solomon 1:16
 

Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also our bed is green.

The maiden says, “You’re pleasant, lord. It’s not me. It’s you!”

Now, remember that in verse 7, the maiden asked for two things: that she might be fed and that she might have rest. What does she find? She is fed when she sits at his table in verse 12. And here, in verse 16, she finds rest in his house.

Song of Solomon 1:17
 

The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir.

The rest the maiden found in the house of her king was not some shaky, fragile place that would collapse or cave in if she messed up. It was girded with beams of cedar and rafters of fir.

“King,” she says, “I’m safe here—not because of who I am, but because of what you’ve done.” The bride rejoices in the fact that she could be at rest in the palace of the king.

I do the same. I’m at rest tonight because of what Jesus has done for me.

Chapter 2
 

Song of Solomon 2:1
 

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.

As chapter 2 opens, the shepherd-king says, “I am the rose of Sharon.”

Jesus identified Himself as the bread of life (John 6:35) and the light of the world (John 8:12). But here, He’s speaking of something more than an essential need or provision for life. He is saying, “I’m not just bread and light—I’m something beautiful to behold. I don’t only give you the essentials—I bring beauty to your life.”

And yet, Jesus was also the essence of strength. A carpenter before the days of power tools, I suggest to you He had massive arms. Perhaps that is why not one vendor dared challenge Him when He overturned money stands and drove cattle from the temple (Matthew 21:12). When He was taken to the edge of a cliff and about to be thrown over by an angry mob, it took only a look from Him to part the crowd (Luke 4:29, 30).

Song of Solomon 2:2
 

As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

Of the maiden, the king says, “I am a lily and you’re like me. As the lily among thorns, I see you and I love the beauty I see in you.”

Song of Solomon 2:3
 

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

The maiden praises the pleasantness of her king.

Psalm 34 says, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.” You’ll never know how sweet Jesus is until you taste of Him. Give the Lord a chance tomorrow morning. Taste and see. Spend time with Him in the shade of His presence, eating of His fruit.

Song of Solomon 2:4–6
 

He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me.

The king’s banner over the maiden was not “Try harder.” It was “I love you.”

Most of us think that if we sat down under the Lord’s tree and ate of His fruit, He would say, “Aha! I’ve got you. Now I can give you a piece of My mind.” But that’s not the heart of the Lord, for there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). His left hand is able to support you. His right hand is ready to embrace you. And His banner over you is love.

Song of Solomon 2:7 (a)
 

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field…

Here, the king speaks to a group of women who have appeared on stage. The daughters of Jerusalem, seen throughout the story, seem to be like a Greek chorus who come on the scene every now and then to give observation.

Unfortunately, some Christians are like the daughters of Jerusalem. They pop in every once in awhile to tell you what they think you should be doing.

Song of Solomon 2:7 (b)
 

…that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.

A better translation of this phrase would be, “that ye stir not up, nor awake my love till I please.” Thus, the king is saying, “Mind your own business. Don’t wake her up. I want her to be at rest.”

What a good word for the “daughter of Jerusalem” in each of us. Listen to the word of the King: “Mind your own business. Let My children sleep until I please. I’ll take care of them. I will awaken them in My time.”

How I thank the Lord that He lets me rest in Him. In the only autobiographical statement Jesus ever made, He said, “I am meek and lowly and you shall find rest in your soul” (Matthew 11:29). The only thing Jesus said about Himself was, “I am not harsh and demanding, but meek and lowly. Walk with Me, learn of Me, and you’ll find rest.”

Song of Solomon 2:8 (a)
 

The voice of my beloved…

Here, the story takes on a new dimension. After a night of intimacy between the king and his beloved, the bride hears the voice of her shepherd-king before the breaking of the dawn.

Song of Solomon 2:8 (b)
 

…behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.

While she remains in bed, she hears the voice of her beloved as he leaps on the mountains and skips on the hills. Scripturally, mountains are often symbolic of problems. Yet here, the shepherd-king, a picture of Jesus, leaps on the mountains and skips on the hills.

I like that! The problems that seem so overwhelming to us, the obstacles that seem so awesome to us are mere stepping stones to the Lord. A woman once asked me if her problem was too small to bring to the Lord. I asked her in return, “Is there any problem that’s big to the Lord?”

The problems that seem so big to us shrink in light of the Lord’s power and might.

Song of Solomon 2:9
 

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice.

The bride remains in the room while her love is outside, leaping on mountains and skipping over hills. She feels secure and safe—and yet, she and her king are separated. She is inside—“into herself” if you would—while her love is outside calling to her.

Song of Solomon 2:10–12
 

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;

Before the dawn breaks, the shepherd-king stands outside the window and says to his bride, “Come! There are places to go and things to do. A new season is upon us. New opportunities are before us. Arise. Come away. Let’s go!”

Song of Solomon 2:13
 

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Throughout Scripture, the fig tree is symbolic of the nation of Israel. In Matthew 24, Jesus said that the budding of the fig tree would be a sign that His coming is nigh. He went on to say that the generation that sees the fig tree blossom would not pass away. It would be the final generation (Matthew 24:34).

We are that generation, gang, for in 1948, Israel began to bloom. Thus, I hear the voice of our Shepherd-King saying to us, “Arise, church! Get out of bed. There are places to go, things to do, countries to reach, tasks before you in these last days.”

Song of Solomon 2:14
 

O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

The bride speaks, quoting the words of the shepherd-king. Why was the countenance of the bride comely? Because she was in the clefts of the rock.

Moses desired to see the presence, the glory, the reality of God. God answered his request by saying, “No man can see Me and live. But I’ll tell you what I’ll do: Hide in the cleft, or crevice, of the rock and I’ll put My hand over you as I pass by. Then I’ll remove My hand and allow you to see My afterglow” (see Exodus 33:13–23).

The only way we can see God, walk with God, and have fellowship with Him is if, like Moses, we are hid in the cleft of the Rock. And, as Paul said, that Rock is Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4).

Precious people, we are comely not because of who we are, but because of where we are. We are in the Rock. We are in Christ Jesus. That’s why you can say with absolute certainty and integrity, “I am comely. I am spiritually beautiful because I am hidden in Christ Jesus—surrounded and covered by His righteousness. In me dwells no good thing. I know that I’m black—and yet I’m in the cleft of the Rock. I’m in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:13). Oh, what a glorious truth!

Song of Solomon 2:15
 

Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes.

The king speaks. Remember the context: the morning is about to break. He stands outside the window of his bride and says, “Come away, my beloved. There are places to go and things to do. You’re like a dove—hid in the cleft of the rock. You’re comely.” But, here he ads, “Watch out for the little foxes.”

In that day, vineyards were surrounded by stone walls to keep the animals from destroying the grapes. But little foxes would find a way to weasel through the crevices and gnaw on the tender vines within. Thus, the shepherd-king says to his bride, “Watch out for the little foxes—those subtle things that will sneak in, gnaw on the vine, and destroy your fruit.” It was a word of warning to the bride, but she didn’t catch it, for watch what happens next…

Song of Solomon 2:16, 17
 

My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.

The bride didn’t heed the warning of her beloved, nor did she respond to his invitation. Instead, she rolled over in bed and said, “My beloved is mine. I’m safe in the position that I have, secure in our relationship. So go ahead and keep running on top of the mountains, skipping over hills. I’ll see you later in the day.”

How indicting! How much that’s like me. The Lord wakens me sometimes before the day begins to break and my natural inclination is to say, “Oh, Lord, I’m so thankful You’re mine. It’s so good to be linked to Your grace, Your mercy, Your lovingkindness. Go ahead and run on the mountains—and I’ll join You in a little while.”

When it’s dark outside or cold inside, when you have been up late the night before or have a full day ahead, how easy it is to roll over and take a rain check on the Lord’s invitation to rise up. There are things He desires to say, revelation He wants to give, places He longs to take us—but so often we’re like the bride as we say, “I’m so thankful that You’re mine, Lord. I’ll see You later.”

That’s a dangerous thing to do. For, as the bride will discover, by the time she rises, her shepherd-king will be gone.

Chapter 3
 

Song of Solomon 3:1
 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.

The bride sought her shepherd-king but couldn’t find him because she had missed the moment when he had given an invitation to her to come into spectacular territory with him. Now it’s night and she’s alone, wondering where he was.

Have you ever had that experience? Have you ever wondered, “Where is the Lord? What’s happening? What’s going on? Could it be that when I turned over and buried my face in the pillow that He left?”

A skydiver must jump when the instructor says “Jump!” A hang glider must take off when the current is right. A surfer must hit the waves when the sets are coming in. There are certain things we cannot postpone. And many of us are learning that one of them is responding to the voice of the Lord when we hear Him say, “Arise. Come away. I’ve got some things I want to talk to you about. I have some things I want to show you.”

It might be a Saturday afternoon, a Tuesday evening, or an early Thursday morning. Whenever it is—respond to the Lord’s invitation or you’ll miss an incredible moment.

Song of Solomon 3:2
 

I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.

Sometimes our Lord allows us to search and seek for awhile before He makes Himself known to us again (Proverbs 1:28). Is He playing games with us? Not at all. He’s teaching us not to take our relationship with Him for granted. If we do, we’ll become involved with and vulnerable to things that are destructive and detrimental. And so our Shepherd-King says to us, “Sometimes I will hide Myself from you for a season in order that you won’t take for granted the relationship I’ve cultivated with you.”

Song of Solomon 3:3
 

The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?

The watchmen were unable to help the bride locate her lord. In Scripture, watchmen are symbolic of those watching over the city. They’re leaders. And yet even they were unable to help her.

Sometimes we think, “If I could just get some counseling. If I could just get help from a leader then I could find the Lord once again.” That’s not necessarily the case. You need to seek the Lord personally. “And you shall seek Me and find Me when ye shall search for Me with all your heart,” the Lord says (Jeremiah 29:13). It’s when you are serious about seeking the Lord yourself that you will find Him.

Song of Solomon 3:4
 

It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me.

When the bride finds her shepherd-king, she doesn’t wait to bring him across town to their house, but takes the first opportunity possible and the first place available to be with him.

I like that! It’s always a blessing when I see people studying the Word in the park or at the beach. They’re not waiting for a Sunday service or a Wednesday study. They’re just seeking the Lord even on a Tuesday or Saturday.

Song of Solomon 3:5
 

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.

The word “he” is better translated “I.” Thus, the king says to the daughters of Jerusalem, “Don’t bother her. Let her rest. Don’t interrogate her. Let her rest. Don’t judge her. Let her rest. She’s my bride and I have ordained rest and sleep for her.”

It’s often the tendency of the daughters of Jerusalem to show up on the scene and say, “Well, why didn’t you respond to his calling in the first place? Why did you let him go? What’s going on in your life?”

And yet the king says to those daughters, “Don’t judge her. Let her rest.”

I believe our King says the same thing to us today. “Don’t judge him. Don’t judge her. Leave it to Me to deal with them in the right way at the perfect time.”

Song of Solomon 3:6
 

Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?

The scene changes. As the bride is brought out of the wilderness, escorted by the king’s soldiers and carried upon his bed, a company of maidens asks, “Who is this one coming out of the wilderness who smells of frankincense and myrrh?”

Guess who it is. It’s us!

We have been loved by the Lord. He has brought us out of the wilderness of sin and has given us rest in Him. As a result, we have begun to take on His fragrance.

Song of Solomon 3:7–10
 

Behold his bed, which is Solomon’s; threescore valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Israel. They all hold swords, being expert in war: every man hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night. King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem.

The maidens marvel as they watch the bride being escorted on a glorious bed, surrounded by soldiers with swords strapped to their thighs. Who are the threescore valiant men surrounding the bride, marching under orders of the king?

I believe they’re angels—“ministering spirits” as Hebrews 1:14 calls them—who have been sent to escort us out of the wilderness. You are surrounded by angels. Not only does the Spirit live inside of you, but there are angels traveling alongside of you: incredible creatures who are so powerful that it only takes one to hold all of the demons captive in the abyss (Revelation 9:11).

Song of Solomon 3:11
 

Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.

In other words, the maiden says to the daughters of Jerusalem, “Check out the king!”

Chapter 4
 

Song of Solomon 4:1 (a)
 

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair…

“Thou art fair,” says the king to his bride. As we saw in chapter 1, “fair” doesn’t mean “adequate.” It means “excellent.” And as the king views his bride, so the King of kings views us, His church.

Gang, Jesus doesn’t look at you and say, “I love you, but…” or, “I’ll love you if…” or, “I’ll love you when.…” He says, “I love you—period.” Most of us believe that Jesus loves us generically. But that’s not the message of this book. Solomon’s message to us is that Jesus loves us individually and is in love with us radically.

Song of Solomon 4:1 (b)
 

…thou hast doves’ eyes within thy locks…

I recently heard from someone who said, “Even though I’m a new believer, I heard a teacher on the radio, but something about him didn’t ring true.”

“That’s great!” I said. “Even though you can’t quote chapter and verse at this point in your walk, you have doves’ eyes—you have Holy Spirit discernment. You see things others might not see. You understand things others might not understand, for the Holy Spirit lives inside of you.”

Concerning those who would seduce you, the apostle John said,

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 1 John 2:27


In other words, when someone knocks on your door, preaches on TV, or talks to you at work, you’ll know in your heart if things aren’t right. You have doves’ eyes. The Holy Spirit will give you discernment. Jesus said, “When the Spirit comes, He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). I’m so thankful for the Holy Spirit. How I need His tutoring!

Song of Solomon 4:1 (c)
 

…thy hair is as a flock of goats, that appear from mount Gilead.

Scripturally, hair is symbolic of two things: consecration and submission. The Nazarites—those who were consecrated to the things of the Lord—were not to cut their hair. That is why Samson was not to cut his hair. He was to have been a Nazarite all his life (Judges 13:5). Paul wrote that long hair is a sign that a woman is submitted to her husband and that she has placed herself under his covering (1 Corinthians 11:15).

Song of Solomon 4:2
 

Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which came up from the washing; whereof every one bear twins, and none is barren among them.

Biblically, teeth speak of our ability to appropriate and assimilate truth. As we mature in our walk with the Lord, we are able to bite into more meaty subjects with greater understanding (Hebrews 5:12–14).

Song of Solomon 4:3 (a)
 

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely…

The prophet Isaiah said, “My lips are unclean” (Isaiah 6:5). All of us are aware that our lips, symbolic of our speech, are often polluted and defiled.

And yet, positionally, our King looks at us and says, “Your lips are like scarlet. Because they are washed in My blood, your sins and iniquities I will remember no more” (see Jeremiah 31:34).

Song of Solomon 4:3 (b)
 

…thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks.

The temple speaks of our thought life. Thus, the king says to his bride, “Your thoughts are like pomegranates—fruitful and good.”

As Paul wrote to the Philippians, we are to be thinking about whatever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous, and praiseworthy (4:8)—fruitful thoughts, good thoughts, productive thoughts.

Song of Solomon 4:4
 

Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury, whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men.

This speaks of serenity, of tranquility, of peace. You see, in Solomon’s day, the tower of David, built atop Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem, could be seen for miles. Shields hanging on the tower of David signified peace. When the shields were gone, however, it meant battle was raging somewhere. Thus, when the king says, “Your neck is like the tower of David with shields hung thereon,” he was saying, “There’s a serenity and a peace about you that I find attractive.”

Song of Solomon 4:5–7
 

Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, which feed among the lilies. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense. Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.

No spot in thee? You may be saying, “That might be true of the maiden, but not of me. If you’re talking about tranquility and serenity, speech that is comely, thoughts that are fruitful, eyes that are pure, you’re not talking about me.”

Oh, but it is you. That’s what this book is for—that you might see yourself the way the Lord sees you. We are so aware of our blackness, our faults, our shortcomings. And we are certainly aware of everyone else’s blackness, faults and shortcomings! But how does the Lord view His bride? Through the filter of His blood.

That is, His blood takes away all sin, defilement, and iniquity. As He looks at you, He approves of you. He’s in love with you. And He is pleased to be linked to you for all eternity. This means that when the Lord calls us, saying, “Pray. Worship. Witness. Walk with Me,” we can block out that little voice that says, “You can’t pray. You can’t worship. You can’t witness. You can’t walk with the Lord because you’re spotted and black, messed up and ugly.”

Do you ever hear those words? They’re those of the accuser of the brethren who accuses us day and night (Revelation 12:10). What does the Lord say? He says, “You’re lovely. I approve of everything about you. I not only have compassion on you, but I have passion for you. I am truly impressed and blessed by you.”

If you can grab this and live in it, your walk with the Lord will be so free and so beautiful. In chapter 1, the maiden said, “I am black,” and gave reasons or excuses for her blackness. Here, however, she’s beginning to learn to relax and rest in the perspective that her shepherd-king has of her. May we do the same.

Song of Solomon 4:8, 9
 

Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the mountains of the leopards. Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck.

I love this passage because it once again demonstrates that our God is the God of the second chance. The first time the shepherd-king said to his bride, “Come, let’s go up on the mountains,” she put him off and lost the moment. But guess what the king does. He comes back and says, “Let’s go for it,” again.

The Lord also gives us chance after chance after chance. He doesn’t write us off His list, take us out of the game, cut us from the team, divorce us, or forget about us. He says, “I’ll give you another chance, My bride. Come with Me to the top of the mountains.”

Song of Solomon 4:10
 

How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices!

In chapter 1, the bride said to her king, “Your love is better than wine.”

But here, in chapter 4, he says to her, “How much better is thy love than wine.” In other words, his love for her greatly exceeded her love for him.

What does that say to me? It says that even at the moment I love the Lord the most—perhaps when I’m so deeply touched that I’m moved to tears or brought to complete silence—my love for Him can’t compare to His love for me.

“We love Him because He first loved us,” John declares (1 John 4:19). His love for you is much more intense than your love for Him even at the most intense moment you have ever experienced. There’s passion in the heart of the Lord for you. You are His bride.

Song of Solomon 4:11
 

Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon.

“Your language is as sweet as honey, as sustaining and strengthening as milk,” says the shepherd-king.

Song of Solomon 4:12
 

A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Every king in Solomon’s time had a private garden wherein he would find cool refuge in the heat of the day.

So too, you are a garden created for your Lord’s pleasure. He desires to walk in the garden of your life, to partake of the fruit He has planted, to savor the fragrances He has instilled, to enjoy the work He has wrought in you. You are created for Him and He wants not only to work in your life but to walk in your garden. Before man fell, God walked with Adam in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8). When the sun sets this evening, the Lord will be waiting for you, desiring to walk with you. And when the dawn breaks tomorrow morning, He will be there again.

Song of Solomon 4:13, 14
 

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire, with spikenard, Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices:

These are all sweet spices. “You are my garden,” said the king. “Everything about you is sweet to my senses. In you, I find refuge, rest, and refreshment.”

Song of Solomon 4:15
 

A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.

What made the garden of the bride so fruitful?

A well of living waters.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) John 7:37–39


What makes you fruitful and refreshing, prolific and productive?

The flowing of the Holy Ghost within and from your life.

Seek the blessing of the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us to ask the Father for the blessing of the Holy Ghost (Luke 11:13), for when the Holy Spirit flows in you and through you, there is a fruitfulness about you. Without Him, there’s only barrenness and dryness.

Song of Solomon 4:16 (a)
 

Awake, O north wind…

The bride speaks. The north wind is a cold wind. Perhaps you feel cold presently—you don’t feel the intense love for Jesus that you would like to or once did. You feel distant and alone. That is the blowing of the north wind. Let it blow—because the times that are devoid of tingly feelings or “Holy Ghost goose bumps” provide unique opportunity for you to demonstrate your love for the Lord through diligence in worship, prayer, and study of His Word—even though you don’t feel His presence.

Gang, an absence of feelings doesn’t mean the Lord has forsaken you. On the contrary, He is allowing you to go through a cold season in order to grant you the privilege of learning to walk by faith and not by feeling. Feelings are so fickle. They’re affected by what you ate last night, by what your family said to you this morning, by the news, the weather, the economic outlook. Not so faith. It is a constant because it is totally independent of outside circumstances. Therefore, the Lord, wanting the best for His people, desires us to walk in the surety and stability of faith.

Can you, like the maiden, say, “Lord, I’m willing to go through a week, a month, or even a year of the blowing north wind in order to give to You without expecting the sense of Your presence in return”? Can you say, “Lord, if I can best demonstrate what You have done in my life through periods of coldness, so be it”?

Most of the time, whenever I give to God, I get so much back that I can’t really call it giving at all! I start to worship and say, “Lord, this is a sacrifice of praise to You,” when suddenly, finding myself flooded with feelings of joy, I think, “This is no sacrifice at all. Am I doing this to give—or am I doing this to receive?” But when I feel somewhat distant from the Lord, it’s an opportunity for me to give without necessarily receiving anything in return.

If you’re going through a cold spell today, if the north wind is howling, rejoice. You have a unique opportunity to minister to Jesus, to give to Him worship and adoration, praise and thanksgiving regardless of your feelings.

Song of Solomon 4:16 (b)
 

…and come, thou south…

The south wind is a hot, arid wind. Perhaps you are presently walking through days of difficulty and times of fiery trials. That is the blowing of the south wind. If this is your situation, remember that it’s not when you’re prospering and cruising through life that others can see Jesus in you. It’s when they see you walking through difficult days by the grace of God that they know He is real to you.

Song of Solomon 4:16 (c)
 

…blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.…

At Applegate Lake, I was sitting on the grass when, all of a sudden, I smelled something. My mouth began to water and my stomach started to growl as the fragrance of barbequed steak worked its way down the hillside into my nostrils.

When the winds of adversity and difficulty blow through our lives, a fragrance is released. It is either a foul odor of bitterness and hostility, jealousy and anger—or it is the sweet-smelling savor of praise and thanksgiving, worship and adoration. You see, the wind itself doesn’t determine what the fragrance will be. It merely releases the fragrance already present. Therefore, when I find bitterness, anger, jealousy, or hostility coming forth from my life, I must say, “Father, the problem isn’t him, her, them, or it. It’s me. Father, forgive me. I thought I was farther along than that. Oh, Lord, have mercy!”

Gang, if, instead of saying, “It’s his fault,” or, “They don’t understand,” or, “Why is she doing that?” you say, “Oh, Lord, the fragrance in my life is not what it should be. I repent, Father. Change my heart,” you will find a pleasing fragrance emanating from your life.

Song 4:16 (d)
 

…Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.

Take special note of this verse, saints. The key to life is saying, “I’m Your garden, Lord. Eat of me. I exist for Your pleasure and Your glory. That is why I am alive today. That is why I will awake tomorrow. I exist for one reason: not to heap pleasure upon myself, not even to please others—but to please You.”

Why do you exist? To bring pleasure to the Lord (Revelation 4:11).

Tomorrow will be a fabulous, wonderful, exciting, fulfilling day if you’ll say, “Lord, I’m here to please You all day long. I’m taking You out for lunch. We’ll grab a burger and then I’ll meditate on Your Word, talk to You, and worship You. Lord, on my coffee break, my thoughts and prayers will be ascending to Your throne. I’m going to carry a verse in my pocket so that my thoughts might be upon You as I meditate upon it at various intervals throughout the day.”

You exist to bring the Lord pleasure, gang. You are His garden.

Chapter 5
 

The Song of Solomon is a mystical, majestic allegory. It’s the story of the love of a shepherd-king, great and glorious in wealth and might, for a woman who was previously impoverished, a woman who acknowledged her blackness. The allegory is obvious: The shepherd-king is a picture of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He is the King of kings. He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep. The maiden is a picture of His bride, His church—us.

We saw how the shepherd-king brought the maiden into his presence and took her to be his bride. They shared a night of intimacy and love together. The next morning, he was up early—skipping on the hills and leaping on the mountains. He stood outside her window and called out to her, saying, “Come! Rise! The birds are singing. The flowers are blooming. Let’s get going!”

But his bride answered, “You go ahead. I’ll stay in bed until the dawn breaks—and I’ll catch up with you later.” As you recall, she found out, much to her dismay, that he didn’t come home. When evening came, she went on a frantic search for him. When she found him, he didn’t come down on her. In fact, the shepherd-king never has one single negative word to say about his bride because our King has not a single negative word to say about us.

Why? Because we are cleansed by His blood (Revelation 1:5). We are hid in Christ Jesus (Colossians 3:3). We are robed with His righteousness (Isaiah 61:10). Thus, when He looks at us, He sees a glorious church without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:27). Practically, we see all kinds of spots and a whole bunch of wrinkles. But, positionally, the Lord sees us cleansed in His blood and robed in His righteousness.

Most believers have a tendency to believe that God is angry with them. Oh, they know He loves them, but they think He is also disappointed in them for not praying enough, for not giving enough, for not ministering enough. They fail to understand their position in Christ Jesus—that they are hidden in Christ, that there is now no condemnation to them that are in Him (Romans 8:1).

I have news for you: God isn’t mad at you. And that’s what this book is really all about—to show you the way He looks at you. It’s a fabulous day when the understanding that you are not condemned, that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5) really takes root in your heart.

Song of Solomon 5:1 (a)
 

I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk…

The bride invited the king to come into the garden he had cultivated within her—and he came. When we say, “Lord, come into my garden,” He comes—but notice that He doesn’t come alone…

Song of Solomon 5:1 (b)
 

…eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.

The bridegroom doesn’t come alone—He brings a whole group of people with him. And that’s the way it is with our Lord. We say, “Lord, it’s just You and me—sweetly talking and communing in the garden.” But guess what He does. He invites hundreds to trample on us, pick from us, and squash us.

“Wait a minute, Lord,” we protest. “I said You could come into my garden—but not them!”

But the Lord answers, “When I come, I bring My friends with Me.”

That’s why John asked, “How can you say you love God if you hate your brother?” (1 John 4:20). It’s hypocrisy. It’s inconsistent to say, “I love You, Lord—but I’m mad at my brother,” because the one you’re mad at is His friend, His love.

For topical study of Song of Solomon 4:12–5:1,, see “My Life: His Garden.” 

Song of Solomon 5:2
 

I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night.

Verse 2 begins a new section and a new situation. The honeymoon is over—and the bridegroom was out all night.

This doesn’t surprise me, for in Matthew 8:20, Jesus said, “Foxes have holes and the birds have their nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay His head.” John 7 ends with every man going to his house, but John 8:1 says Jesus went to the mountain. He had no home.

Consequently, here is the bridegroom, with dew in his hair, knocking on the door of his bride.

Song of Solomon 5:3
 

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?

“Oh, lord,” answers the bride. “My coat is off. My feet are clean. I’m relaxing.”

Isn’t that like us? The Lord knocks and we say, “Oh, Lord the game is on. Newsweek just arrived. My friend just called. Oh, Lord, I just put off my coat. Surely, You can’t be knocking now. You can’t be desiring to spend time with me now, Lord.”

If we’re not relaxing in the present, we’re relying on the past, saying, “Lord, my feet have been washed. I was at church both Sunday morning and Sunday night. Isn’t that good enough for awhile, Lord? Surely I’m clean and right with You.”

How often the Lord calls us, but we say, “As soon as the ninth inning is over, I’ll spend time on my knees. But, Lord, what a great game this is. Let’s finish out the game and I’ll see You later.”

And it is this way I miss the moment the Lord was desiring to spend with me, I miss the understanding He was ready to give to me. That’s what happened to the bride. Again, she missed the moment.

Song of Solomon 5:4, 5
 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for him. I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock.

As the bride opens the door, she realizes the hand of her bridegroom had been upon the handle.

Song of Solomon 5:6
 

I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: my soul failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.

Please understand that there is a major difference between the first time the bride didn’t respond to her shepherd-king and this time. The first time she let him out of her sight due to ignorance. That is, he called to her, but she was ignorant of her need to respond immediately. This time, however, it’s due to indifference. She now knows better and yet she’s not willing to exert the energy to respond to his call. Some of us also miss the Lord because of ignorance. Most of us, however, miss Him because of indifference. We’re just too lazy to get out of bed, too preoccupied to respond.

Here, we see the bride once again longing for her love, realizing that the love she had shared only hours earlier had grown cold—which is exactly what happens to us when other things creep in and we no longer make time to respond to the Lord.

Song of Solomon 5:7
 

The watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil from me.

As the bride searches for her bridegroom, what do the watchmen do? They wound her. Sadly, that’s what pastors and church leaders often do. When, due to ignorance or indifference, people are separated from the Lord, so often it’s the watchmen who figure it’s their responsibility to smite and expose the bride.

When Jesus ministered, however, it says the common people—people just like you and me—heard Him gladly and marveled at the gracious words He spoke (Luke 4:22). The Lord speaks grace. He loves you. Remember this the next time a watchman comes off the wall and starts beating up on you.

If correction is needed in our lives, how does it take place?

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Galatians 6:1


It is with a meek spirit that a true watchman, a true shepherd will restore a sister or brother in need of correction, desiring to see people redeemed and restored rather than rebuked and rejected.

Song of Solomon 5:8–9
 

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick of love. What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us?

“What is so special about this one you love?” ask the daughters of Jerusalem. “Why do you seek him so fervently?”

Song of Solomon 5:10–16 (a)
 

My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: his lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh. His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl: his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires. His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely.…

As the bride speaks of her beloved, we see Jesus in a very powerful, beautiful way.

For topical study of Song of Solomon 5:10–16, see “A Loving Look at Our Lovely Lord.” 

Song of Solomon 5:16 (b)
 

…This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

Some married couples are passionately in love but fight like cats and dogs and tell me they’re not even friends. Romantically and physically, they’re in love—but they don’t like each other very much.

Such is not the case with Jesus, for He’s not only our Lover, He’s also our Friend (John 15:15). And He desires to cultivate a deep and meaningful relationship with us.

If you spent as much time with your best friend as you spend with the Lord on a daily basis, how deep would your friendship be? If you spent four minutes a day, five minutes every other day, or twenty minutes every third week together, what kind of friendship would you have? So often, when we say, “I just don’t feel the presence of the Lord. I don’t enjoy His company,” it’s because we haven’t invested time in cultivating His friendship.

“Be not deceived,” warned Paul. “Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).

Jesus enjoys me. Even though many times I don’t even like myself, He continues to call me friend. What a great and marvelous mystery!




MY LIFE: HIS GARDEN

A Topical Study of


SONG OF SOLOMON 4:12–5:1


The Song of Solomon is a very wonderful and mystical book. Many people, in reading it, see nothing more than an erotic, oriental love song and a romantic piece of literature. In reality, however, it is much more than that, for it deals with the issue of marriage—particularly marriage between Jesus Christ our King and us, His bride. And when it is read and studied in that context, it can be tremendously impacting and very encouraging.

Church, we are married to Jesus Christ. We are His bride. Some people view their marriages as less than the best, as strenuous and difficult. If you are in a situation today where you say, “My marriage is not what I thought it would be or know it can be,” know this: your marriage here is temporary and preparatory. That is, it is preparing you, tempering you, and training you for the ultimate marriage—the mystery of which Paul speaks in Ephesians 5—when you will be linked to, loved by, and living with Jesus Christ forever.

A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.
Song of Solomon 4:12


The king likens his bride to a lovely, enclosed garden. In Solomon’s day, every king had a well-tended, private garden outside of his palace where he could retire in the cool of the afternoon, the early part of the evening, and at the break of day. So, here this king, a type of Jesus Christ, looks at his bride who represents us and says, “You’re a garden to me—something sweet and precious, beautiful and enjoyable.”

I have a tendency to look at myself and say, “A garden? Lord, I could understand if it You said I’m a parking lot, a slum, or even the county dump. But Lord, You’re calling me a garden?”

But, incredibly enough, we are indeed His lovely garden. In chapter 1, the maiden looked at herself and said, “I am black but comely.” She realized her blackness, her inadequacy, and yet she said, “I’m comely.” Why? Because she was loved by the king.

I, too, realize I am black. I’m a sinner. I have all kinds of problems and all sorts of weaknesses. But, like the maiden, I can say today, “I am black, but I am comely because Jesus Christ has brought me into His loving heart and life. He has chosen me as His personal garden. Why? I don’t know. It’s a great mystery to me!”

Do you know what tickles my heart and makes me smile as I read through this book? Never once does the king say to his bride, “You’re lovely, but maybe you should think about changing your hairstyle,” or, “You’re lovely, but you could lose a few pounds,” or, “You’re lovely—except for the length of your nose.” No, in every chapter, the king affirms his bride.

This Song is Jesus speaking to you personally. He’s not saying, “I’ll love you if you try and do better.” He’s saying, “I’m in love with you right now.” Most of us believe that Jesus loves us generically. He has to—after all, He’s Jesus and He loves everyone. But that’s not the message of this book. The message of this book is that He loves us individually and is in love with us radically. Oh, that we might see ourselves the way He does—washed by His blood, sanctified by His Spirit, loved, really loved by Him.

In Rochester, New York, a retired army sergeant fatally shot a seventy-year-old woman as she left Mother’s Day services. He admitted that he mistook the woman for his estranged wife because he forgot his glasses. “I’m sorry about the other woman. I meant to kill my wife,” Percy Washman told police. Because he forgot his glasses, he didn’t see accurately.

Folks, sometimes, like Percy, I forget my glasses. I look at people and think they’re out to lunch. Or I look at myself and think I’m off the wall. But it’s because I’m not seeing things accurately. The Bible says that we are the righteousness of God because we are in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21). When I really see this, I will not shoot you indiscriminately or commit spiritual suicide tragically. When I look through the lens of Scripture, I see what Jesus did on Calvary—that He took all the sin we’ve committed, paid for it, and now says, “Your sins and iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).

Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.…
Song of Solomon 4:16 (a)


The bride is so blessed to be the garden of her beloved that she invites the cold north wind and the hot south wind to blow through her life in order that spices might be released from her.

How can the sweetness of Jesus flow from you? Through the fiery trials and troubles of the south wind.

You see, it’s not when you’re prospering that people can see Jesus in you. It’s when the south wind—hot times, difficult days, seasons of struggle, times of tribulation—blows through your life that people will want to know how you stand up under the pressure. It’s when you can answer, “It’s only because of Jesus and His grace that I’m not collapsing or caving in,” that those around you will be drawn to Him. Truly, His fragrance flows from you in the time of the south wind.

And in the time of the north wind—in those times you feel cold, when you don’t feel the intense love for Jesus you would like to—His fragrance is released as well. For when you don’t feel His touch or His presence, He’s giving you the opportunity to learn to walk by faith. Here’s what I have found: When I don’t feel the Lord’s presence, I have learned to rejoice and say, “Great! Lord, I can worship You today without getting back more than I’ve given. I can truly just give to You, Lord, because I don’t feel Your presence today. You’ve chosen to allow the north wind to blow today, this week, or this month.”

Folks, I’ve gone through months when I haven’t felt the warm presence of the Lord. I have come to actually embrace those times and look forward to those periods when I can say, “Lord, I thank You for this opportunity to worship You and to love You without getting more in return than I give.”

Today, if you’re going through a cold spell, if the north wind is blowing, rejoice. You have opportunity to really minister to Jesus. Just give and give and give, regardless of how you feel.

…Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.
Song of Solomon 4:16 (b)


Folks, I ask you to underline this verse because within it lies the key to life. Who is it who does anything good within us? Who is it who produces fruit for our lives? It’s Jesus. Why does He produce those fruits? For His enjoyment. Saints, when you bring the Lord pleasure, you are fulfilling the very reason for your existence.

In Matthew 21, Jesus walked by a fig tree that had a lot of leaves. Hungry, He reached to pick from it, but found no fruit. Consequently, He cursed the tree. Why? He was showing us that a tree that doesn’t please Him will never be of any value to anyone else.

If your tree, your garden, your life is not existing to please your Lord and your Creator, no matter how healthy you might seem outwardly, you are a cursed individual spiritually. Like the fig tree, you’ll dry up from the roots and die. Jesus wasn’t being cruel when He cursed the tree. He was simply showing us that if our lives aren’t satisfying to Him, we’ll not satisfy anyone else—not even ourselves because all things were created not only by Him, but for Him (Colossians 1:16).

Live every day with your primary intent being to bring the Lord pleasure—to delight Him with praise and worship, to walk and talk with Him, to enjoy and receive His love—and watch your life produce abundant fruit for His satisfaction and for the nourishment of those around you.

I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk…
Song of Solomon 5:1 (a)


When the bride invited her beloved to enjoy the garden he had cultivated within her, he said, “I have come.” But notice what else he said…

…eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.
Song of Solomon 5:1 (b)


“Lord, come into my garden,” I say. “Today it will be just You and me.” But guess what the Lord does. He brings a whole bunch of other people with Him. Why? Because He’s not only in love with me, but with a whole bunch of other people whom He’s linking together as His bride. He wants us to get together here and love each other now because we’re going to be linked to each other and living with each other for the next quazillion years.

That is why Jesus said we would know we’re His disciples by our love for each other (John 13:35). In other words, we show that our love for Him is real by loving our brothers, our sisters, the people He brings into the garden of our lives.

Saints, read through this section again and you will find it pregnant with meaning.

When my wife, Tammy, was pregnant with my youngest son, Benjamin, she and my then-seven-year-old daughter, Christy, were walking in from the store, their arms loaded with groceries. When Tammy dropped something and reached down to pick it up, Christy said, “No, Mommy. Don’t bend down. Your stomach will burst!”

So too, if you’ll stoop down and take a close look at the Song of Solomon this week—prayerfully, mystically, spiritually, personally, romantically—you’ll burst! You’ll burst with blessing when you realize that Jesus is in love with you, that you were created for Him, that He wants to come in and enjoy your life, and that He wants to bring His friends with Him.

The Lord loves us, gang. What a glorious truth that is!




 




A LOVING LOOK AT OUR LOVELY LORD

A Topical Study of


SONG OF SOLOMON 5:10–16


Speaking of her bridegroom, the bride said, “He is altogether lovely” (5:16). Indeed, there is only One who is altogether lovely.

• When Isaiah, the prophet, saw the Lord high and lifted up, he said, “Woe is me. I am undone.” Literally, “I am un-together” (Isaiah 6:5).

• When Peter, the apostle, saw the power of the Lord, he said, “Depart from me. I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8).

• When John, the revelator, saw the greatness and the glory of the Lord, he fell down as a dead man (Revelation 1:17).

Every man, no matter how spiritual or holy he might seem is, in reality, flawed and imperfect, and undone. But there is One who is All Together—Jesus Christ.

As the bride began to think about, and comment on the beauty of her shepherd-king, the daughters of Jerusalem said, “What’s so special about him?”

That is what the world asks us. “What’s so special about your Shepherd-King? What’s so special about your Bridegroom? What’s so special about this Jesus you worship?” And as you look at the bride’s response, you will see it is the perfect answer for anyone who wants to know more about our lovely Lord…

My beloved is white…
Song of Solomon 5:10 (a)


As the bride describes her beloved, she first says, “He is white.”

Whiteness speaks of purity. How thankful I am that our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, is so totally pure that even His enemies could find no fault in Him (John 18:38).

…and ruddy…
Song of Solomon 5:10 (b)


Ruddiness speaks of vitality. The purity of Jesus is not unrelatable or unlikable. He was known as the Friend of sinners (Matthew 11:19). Street people hung around Him and sinners loved spending time with Him because there was a robustness, a vitality, a healthiness in His life that attracted people to Him.

This Jesus was no gentle Jesus meek and mild as is so often portrayed by those who don’t know Him. Jesus was One who, with eyes glowing and muscles bulging, walked through the temple, overturning the tables of perhaps one hundred men who dared not stand up to this single individual (Mark 11:15, 16). Indeed, there was a vitality about Jesus.

…the chiefest among ten thousand.
Song of Solomon 5:10 (c)


This speaks of His superiority.

Thousands come on the scene and claim to have spiritual insight. Tens of thousands claim to have revelation. The gurus come and go and make a splash for a few years, but there is One who stands above and beyond, One whose words are ageless, One whose thoughts impact all of humanity for all eternity. Truly, Jesus is the singular One among ten thousand.

His head is as the most fine gold…
Song of Solomon 5:11 (a)


Gold speaks of deity. Not only does Jesus possess purity, vitality, and superiority—but also divinity.

There are those who say, “Jesus was just one of the enlightened masters. He never claimed to be God.” But that isn’t true.

Jesus did indeed claim to be God when He said, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30)—and so incensed were the people who heard such blasphemy that they picked up rocks, ready to stone Him.

“In Him,” wrote the apostle Paul, “dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). Paul must have scratched his head as he went on to write, “Great is the mystery of godliness—that God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16).

All the fullness of God manifested in Jesus Christ? What a mystery!

There is a spider that lives in the Amazon jungle basin that, the microsecond it jumps into the water, it blows a bubble around itself. As it begins to sink, it regulates the pressure of its bubble by allowing air in and out. Thus, it is able to hang out on the bottom of the Amazon River for up to two hours before it rises back to the surface, floats to shore, pops its bubble, and walks away.

Jesus Christ came from heaven to this planet with His deity fully intact. Encased by divinity, He was not just a good moral man, but God Himself. Thus, He was able to live in this sinful world without being drowned by it.

…his locks are bushy, and black as a raven.
Song of Solomon 5:11 (b)


This speaks of immutability.

Jesus never changes. He never gets older. His locks never get specks of gray. The writer of Hebrews declares Jesus to be the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus never gets old or tired or grumpy. James wrote that there is no shadow of turning in Him (1:17).

When my daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was a baby, we had a monitor in her nursery so we could listen to her as she slept. When Mary awoke crying, Tammy would say, “Oh, no. Mary’s going to have a terrible day today. If she starts out on the wrong foot, it goes downhill from here.”

I’m so thankful we don’t have to approach our Lord and say, “Oh, no. It’s going to be a hard day with Jesus. He’s grumpy today.” No, His locks are bushy. He stays young. He doesn’t change.

His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.
Song of Solomon 5:12


This speaks of sympathy.

The eyes of Jesus are not eyes that condemn you, eyes that are suspicious of you, eyes that are watching to smash you when you get out of line. His eyes are those of a creature known for its gentleness, its peacefulness, its quietness. His eyes are doves’ eyes.

In the courtyard of Caiaphas, Peter warmed himself by the fire of the enemy as Jesus was being tried inside. Frustrated and fearful, Peter denied even knowing Jesus. After he swore the third time that he had no part with Jesus, the cock crowed, the doors burst open, Jesus looked at Peter… and Peter wept (Matthew 26:75). Why? Jesus’ look was not the look of condemnation or accusation. Rather, with doves’ eyes, it was a look that said, “Peter, I told you this would happen. I understand your nature. I forgive your weakness.” It was Jesus’ look of compassion that broke Peter’s heart.

So too, Jesus looks with doves’ eyes at us who have denied Him by not spending time with Him, at us who have ignored Him or lived contrary to Him, at us who have had a week where we haven’t been what we should have been and He says to us, as He said to Peter, “I forgive you. If you love Me, feed My sheep—keep going” (John 21:15).

His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: his lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.
Song of Solomon 5:13


His fragrance is comely.

The average person emits thirty-six distinctive odors for a combination of one hundred fifty smells. Forensic pathologists are developing “scent prints” whereby they can identify people by the smell they radiate.

The scent of Jesus Christ is like flowers. The more time we spend with Him, the closer we draw to Him, the more we find that His is a comely, attractive, beautiful fragrance.

His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl…
Song of Solomon 5:14 (a)


The ring speaks of authority, for it was with his ring that a ruler would stamp his seal upon official documents.

The disciples, marveling as Jesus stilled the storm, said, “We never saw such authority” (see Luke 8:25).

According to His perfect plan for our lives, Jesus can speak to any wind that’s blowing us away or any storm that’s beating us down and it will be still. He has absolute authority to control every aspect of our lives. There is nothing that can touch us, nothing that can come to us, nothing that can attack or affect us without His allowing it to be so. The moment He decides that a change is to be made or enough has come down, He will say, “Be still”—and it will. His hands are authoritative.

…his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.
Song of Solomon 5:14 (b)


This speaks of empathy, for in Solomon’s day, it was the belly, not the heart that was referred to as the seat of emotions. In addition, because it was taken from the tusks of dead elephants, ivory speaks emblematically of death.

Jesus, our Lord, our Savior, has been tempted, or tested, in all points—in every experience with every kind of temptation or trial (Hebrews 4:15). When He stood at the tomb of Lazarus and wept, He knew what it was to grieve (John 11:35). When He was called one who was possessed with a devil and one who was illegitimately born, He knew what it felt like to be misunderstood (Luke 11:15). When He sat by the well, He knew what it was to be weary (John 4:6). When He was sold out by one of His closest friends, He knew the feeling of betrayal (Matthew 26:50).

• Are you tired today?

 Jesus can identify.

• Are you tempted?

 He understands.

• Have you been put down recently?

 He can relate.

His belly, the seat of His emotions, is as familiar with the pain of ivory as it is with the sparkle of sapphires.

His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold…
Song of Solomon 5:15 (a)


This speaks of certainty.

There is a small box in the Library of Congress with a label on it that reads: The contents of the pockets of the President on the night of April 15, 1865. It contains: an initialed handkerchief, a country-boy’s penknife, glasses and a case tied together with string, a small purse with five Confederate dollars, and several well-worn newspaper articles in which certain men called him one of the greatest leaders in American history.

Why did Abraham Lincoln carry those particular clippings? Because at that time in his political career, he was in the midst of great controversy and tremendous pressure. Feeling the temptation to change positions on certain issues, perhaps he carried those clippings to confirm his sometimes faltering convictions, to steady his sometimes shaky persuasion.

Even the greatest leaders this world has known have faced moments of great uncertainty. But when I look at Jesus, I see One who set His face to go to Jerusalem—even though His disciples tried to avert Him, even though He knew it meant certain death (Luke 9:51).

His legs were marble set in sockets of gold. His face was set. Nothing could deter Him—from dying for you.

…his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.
Song of Solomon 5:15 (b)


This speaks of stability.

Jesus never gets “down,” but, like a cedar of Lebanon—known for its towering height—He is solid, strong, and stable.

His mouth is most sweet…
Song of Solomon 5:16 (a)


This speaks of beauty.

Truly, the mouth of Jesus is most sweet. Luke wrote that the people wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth (4:22). Mark wrote that the common people heard Him gladly (12:37). John wrote that the officers said, “Never man spake like this man” (7:46).

…yea, he is altogether lovely.
Song of Solomon 5:16 (b)


After extolling the beauty of her beloved, the bride sums it all up by saying, “He’s all together.”

There is only One who is all together—Jesus Christ. The more you study Him, walk with Him, and look at Him, the more you, too, will say, “He is all together. He is altogether lovely.”

I believe the Lord has a simple word for us: we must take time to contemplate Jesus Christ. I’ve been reading in Time and Newsweek about recommended reading. Could I recommend some reading? Read one of the gospels and consider Jesus Christ. Study the personality, the characteristics, the greatness of our Lord.

Perhaps it’s been months or years since you’ve read a gospel straight through and looked at the loveliness of your Lord. Consider doing so now. If you do, you’ll be elated, delighted, and inspired as you get to know afresh this One who is altogether lovely.




 

Chapter 6
 

Song of Solomon 6:1
 

Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved turned aside? that we may seek him with thee.

In chapter 5, verse 9, the daughters of Jerusalem asked the bride what was so special about her beloved. After the bride described him in verses 10 through 16, here in chapter 6, they say, “We’ll help you look for him. We want to find him, too.”

That’s what happens whenever a congregation worships the Lord, extols His beauty, and talks about His characteristics. Praise and adoration cause the skeptics, the daughters of Jerusalem, to say, “I want to know Him, too.”

On the Day of Pentecost, 3,000 were saved. But what sparked the interest? What electrified the situation? A group of one hundred twenty people were praising and worshiping God, speaking in other tongues, and magnifying their Lord (Acts 2:1–7).

When people praise and worship, the daughters of Jerusalem invariably say, “We want to seek Him, too. We’ll go with you.”

Song of Solomon 6:2, 3
 

My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the lilies.

How did the bride suddenly know where to find her groom? She spoke of his characteristics. She extolled his virtues. She praised him.

Jesus said that the Father seeks those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). What does that mean? It means that when you worship and extol the Lord, He’ll find you.

How often this happens to me. I’ll wonder where the Lord is. Then I’ll take time to praise and honor Him. I’ll think about His characteristics. I’ll verbalize and articulate His glory and greatness—and, suddenly, I’ll experience His presence once again. You see, the Father is seeking me when I worship Him—and I have found that it’s a lot easier for the Lord to find me than it is for me to find Him!

The bride received revelation in the midst of worship—that is how she knew right where to find her shepherd-king.

Song of Solomon 6:4–7
 

Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them. As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks.

Did the bridegroom say, “Where were you, lady? Why didn’t you open the door for me? I’m getting sick and tired of you. Why don’t you pack your bags and move out?” No. He said, “You’re beautiful.”

Song of Solomon 6:8
 

There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and virgins without number.

Here, the king is saying, “You’re so comely. You’re so beautiful. By the way, I’ve got sixty other queens, eighty concubines, and a whole bunch of virgins.”

That doesn’t seem to fit here. I mean, why, in the middle of this beautiful, romantic moment, would the king say, “You’re not the only one”?

I suggest it is because sometimes we can think, “Aren’t we so special to be so spiritual?” And the Lord looks at us and says, “You are lovely. I love you so deeply. But there are a whole bunch of other people I’m really in love with, too.”

We have lists for everything: best-selling Christian books, best-selling Christian records, best-selling Christian magazines. And somehow I think we think the Lord has a list of churches: great churches, mediocre churches, barely passable churches, and so on. But that’s not the way it is. The Lord works with all churches—drawing out the best in them, convicting and adjusting areas that need correction. He has many people in many places with whom He’s very much in love.

Song of Solomon 6:9 (a)
 

My dove, my undefiled is but one…

“Wait a minute,” you say. “In verse 8, the king said he had sixty queens and eighty concubines. Why then, here in verse 9, does he say, ‘My dove is one?’ ”

His is the voice of our King, Jesus Christ, saying that He views His church as a united body, as a single bride.

Song of Solomon 6:9 (b), 10
 

…she is the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her. Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners?

The king extols the glory of his bride, even as Jesus is blessed by the four-fold glory of His church.

For topical study of Song of Solomon 6:10, see “The Glory of the Church.” 

Song of Solomon 6:11 (a)
 

I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley…

The bride speaks, saying she went to the garden of nuts. What a great name for a church!

Song of Solomon 6:11 (b), 12
 

…and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded. Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib.

As she went to the garden, the bride found herself caught up in the presence of her shepherd-king. “It was like chariots carrying me into glory,” she says.

Song of Solomon 6:13 (a)
 

Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee.…

When Peter, James, and John were on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus, Peter said, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here. Let’s build three booths and camp out up here” (Matthew 17:4). But the Lord knew they had to go back down the mountain because there were people below who needed to be ministered to and healed.

Sometimes we are tempted to stay caught up in afterglows, Bible studies, and prayer meetings—yet there’s a company saying, “Return, return. We need to be touched and taught, witnessed to, prayed for, and loved. Will you do it, church? Will you come off the mountain? Will you leave the glory for a moment to come and help us practically?”

Song of Solomon 6:13 (b)
 

…What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it were the company of two armies.

In Genesis 32, Jacob named the place where he had done battle with the Lord, mahanaim, or “two armies.” You see, previously, he had traveled with his family and entourage as a single army, but as he did battle with the Lord and truly got to know Him, he realized that there had been a second army traveling with him all along—a supernatural army.

We also are two congregations. Our friends and family sit beside us, but there’s a second army also among us: a whole bunch of angels, who, according to Scripture, join with us (1 Corinthians 11:10; 1 Peter 1:12)—studying us and trying to understand the incredible grace of a God who would choose sinners like you and me.




THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH

A Topical Study of


SONG OF SOLOMON 6:10


Coming home from a wedding one night, I picked up a hitchhiker named Eric. As we drove into town, I said, “Cruise on out to the Fellowship sometime. I think you’ll really be blessed.”

“Are you one of the teachers out there?” he asked.

“I’m the pastor,” I answered.

Then he really caught me off guard when he said, “Oh? Well, how do you like the church business?”

“I’m not really into the ‘church business,’ ” I said. “I’m very aware right now of the controversy concerning televangelism and people’s image of the church. I’m more into relationship. Our fellowship is just really casual and people kind of come as they are to worship and study the Scriptures”—which was kind of ironic since I was dressed in a suit and tie with a boutonniere on my lapel.

Although for the next five minutes I apologized for what people think of the church in general, after I let him off, I was haunted in my heart about what I had said. As I drove home, the Lord continued to stir and speak to me as He brought to my mind a verse wherein the writer to the Hebrews declares, “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee” (2:11, 12).

You see, even though we might feel the need to be defensive and apologetic about the church, Jesus says specifically that He is not ashamed to call us brothers. That is why I am having such a wonderful time studying and meditating on the Song of Solomon—for in this book, we see our Shepherd-King, Jesus Christ, talking to His maiden, His bride, His church—loving her, uplifting her, encouraging her.

Never once in the Song of Solomon does the shepherd-king have anything negative to say about his bride. The same is true of Jesus. He’s not ashamed of us—He’s in love with us!

In the passage before us, I would like you to note four qualities that illuminate the glories of the bride of Christ, His church.

Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners?
Song of Solomon 6:10


Perspective on Life


Who is she that looketh forth as the morning…

The prophet Jeremiah said, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:23). How I need morning to come as often as it does because in a twenty-four-hour period, I’ve messed things up so royally that I need new mercies and a fresh start!

It is said that ignorance is bliss. Indeed that’s true, for the more we know, the more we realize how tenuous everything is. Yet, as the church, we can look at the events that surround us personally and threaten us politically not with panic, frustration, or fear, but rather with understanding and perspective, saying, “These are all signs of the times. Jesus told us they are signs of His return.”

The church alone can face life with expectancy, with enthusiasm, with hope.

It is so exciting to be around people who are not full of gloom and doom, around people who say, “God is the Source of my strength. He is on the throne and in control of the destiny of my life. I will trust Him. I will look to Him and believe that everything that’s happening to me is according to Divine design.”

Only in the church do you find people who can look difficulty right in the eye and say, “Through Christ Jesus we are more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37). Only the church has an eternal perspective on life.

Purpose for Life


…fair as the moon…

In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” Yet in Matthew 5:14, we read that we are the light of the world. How can this be? It is not that we have light in and of ourselves. Rather, like the moon, we reflect Jesus’ love and His light to a world that is dark, doomed, and dying.

Your neighbors, colleagues, friends, and family don’t know Jesus if they’re not a part of His kingdom. Thus, they can no more see the light of the Son in their darkened world than we can see sunlight at night. But they can see the moon—the church—reflecting His light. As you know, the moon goes through different phases: half-moon, crescent moon, and even sometimes seemingly absent. Why? Because to the extent that the earth comes between the moon and the sun, the light of the moon diminishes.

The same is true of us. Our light will be diminished to the extent that we allow the world to get between us and the Son. Conversely, our light will shine to the degree that we remain in fellowship with Him.

The result? If we are in close fellowship with the Son, not only will we light the darkness of others, but our own lives will be illuminated in the process. You see, when I witness, I have found that I am tremendously fulfilled. When I pray for people who are hurting, I, too, am encouraged. When I share the gospel, my own faith soars. When I share Scripture with another believer, my knowledge of Jesus increases exponentially.

Truly, the church has been gifted with an incredible purpose for life.

Purity Through Life


…clear as the sun…

In the world’s eyes, we are simply the moon, reflecting the glory of the Lord. But in the Lord’s eyes, we are as bright as the sun. That is, He sees us linked with Him, actually a part of Him. One of the marvelous mysteries of marriage is that two become one. Thus, as His bride, in the Lord’s perspective we are as clear and as bright as He is.

What does this mean? It means that my life is slowly but surely being purified by the heat of the Son. You see, just as the sun burns over a million tons of mass every second, the Son burns the massive amount of junk in my life in order that His light might go forth.

This life is only preparatory, saints. The Lord is readying us and burning out the dross within us because we are one with Him and shall reign beside Him forever. Therefore, in this life, He purifies us through experiences that seem hot and heavy.

When my daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was less than a year old, she discovered the bowl of Reese’s Peanut Butter cups that sat on our coffee table. However, not only was she old enough to figure out how to get her hand into the forbidden bowl—she was old enough to understand the meaning of the word, “No.”

So when Mary pulled herself up to the coffee table and reached for the peanut butter cups, we would say, “No.” Then she would get a big smile on her face, looked right at us, and put her hand into the bowl. We would again say, “No,” and gently slap her hand. She would sit down and cry for awhile before pulling herself back up, smiling bigger than ever, and reaching for the bowl again.

How much like us! To justify our own desires, we smile sweetly and say, “It’s okay if I do this, isn’t it, Father?” And then we feel His love slap our hand. Do you ever wonder why your hand gets slapped so often? It’s because the Lord chastens those He loves (Hebrews 12:6). When we, like Mary Elizabeth, reach for that which He knows is harmful to us, He says, “No,” and chastens us in order to protect and purify us.

Power in Life


…and terrible [awesome] as an army with banners?


The church is an awesome army whose purpose is to storm the gates of hell (Matthew 16:18). We have a calling to invade the kingdom of darkness and death and see people rescued and brought into the kingdom of life and love.

Throughout history, mankind has fallen into two extremes. In previous ages, everything was superstitiously attributed to Satan and demons. In our present age, however, everything is attributed to psychological and mental problems. Satan is still real. So are demons. And people are in all types of bondage as a result.

For example, the spirit of suicide is not because parents are not involved with their kids. It’s not because music has become too heavy. It’s because there is a demonic spirit that is out to destroy our youth. We must recognize it. Mark’s Gospel teaches it (9:17–27). Jesus dealt with it. We are not told in the Word that psychiatry is the answer. We are told that the church must be engaged in spiritual warfare if we are to see people set free.

Folks, we need to realize that the majority of that which happens around us can’t be cured by psychological counseling. The answer is spiritual warfare: prayer, fasting, pleading the blood, speaking out the Word of God with authority. We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12). Therefore, church, don’t be deceived. Realize that there is a very real enemy who seeks to destroy us.

Read the Gospels. Read the Book of Acts and you’ll see that when spiritual warfare took place, victory was the result. We are an awesome army, gang—marching under His banner.

What is His banner? “He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love,” said the maiden (Song of Solomon 2:4).

The banner that flies over our heads is not the banner of militancy, not the banner of judgmental morality, not the banner of confronting and condemning society. It’s the banner of love. It says to people, “The Lord loves you, died in your place to pay the price of your sin, and has beautiful plans for your future.”

Gang, we as the church of Jesus Christ have been gifted with perspective on life, purpose for life, purity through life, and power in life. How inexpressibly grateful I am to be a member of such an auspicious group!




 

Chapter 7
 

Song of Solomon 7:1 (a)
 

How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince’s daughter!…

The king compliments his bride upon the beauty of her feet, which is somewhat unusual since feet are not necessarily the prettiest part of a person. But therein lies an interesting thought. You see, according to Ephesians 6:15, we are shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. That is, we stand on the gospel of peace—not upon our own efforts, works, or righteousness, but on the good news of God’s peace with us.

When Moses stood on holy ground, what did God instruct him to do? Remove the sandals from his feet (Exodus 3:5). When the prodigal son returned home, what did his father do? He put sandals on his feet (Luke 15:22). Why? Because Moses speaks of the law, while the prodigal speaks of grace.

If you think you can stand on the law, take off your shoes because you’ll never make it. You cannot earn or deserve God’s blessings. But if you’re at a place where you say, “I need God’s forgiveness, grace, and mercy in my life,” then, like the prodigal, you will experience the gospel of peace being placed upon your feet.

Dear church, dear bride, hear this: We do not stand on what we do or how we behave. We stand on the finished work of the Cross. We stand on what Jesus Christ has done for us. We stand on the gospel of peace.

Song of Solomon 7:1 (b)
 

…the joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning workman.

The muscle structure of the thighs is the strongest muscle structure in the entire body. It guards a woman’s purity. Here we see the bride being loved and commended for her purity.

Song of Solomon 7:2 (a)
 

Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not liquor…

The navel speaks of independence. Whereas once we were tied to the world’s system, we have now been freed by the Spirit of God. No longer are we in bondage to the world.

Song of Solomon 7:2 (b)
 

…thy belly is like an heap of wheat set about with lilies.

I find it interesting that throughout the Old Testament, Israel is likened to trees—a fig tree, an olive tree, a cedar of Lebanon—standing strong, unshakable, and immovable. But here, the bride, the church, is likened to wheat. The church must not think she’s a tree—planted firmly, rooted deeply in the world, for Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). We’re not the tree, gang. We’re wheat—meant to be cut down, carried away, and taken off to the King’s barns and granaries.

Song of Solomon 7:3, 4
 

Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. Thy neck is as a tower of ivory; thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim: thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus.

The Book of Leviticus states that if a man had a flat nose, he could not serve in the priesthood (Leviticus 21:18). I believe that stipulation symbolically says that those who are effective in service cannot be seduced or tricked by every false wind of doctrine or every theological fad that comes their way. Rather, they must have a developed spiritual sense of smell in order to discern things that are amiss.

Song of Solomon 7:5
 

Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like purple; the king is held in the galleries.

First Corinthians 11 teaches that the hair speaks of submission. Purple is the color of royalty. Purple hair, therefore, typifies one who is submitted to the authority of the king.

Song of Solomon 7:6, 7
 

How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights! This thy stature is like to a palm tree, and thy breasts to clusters of grapes.

The palm tree is the only tree that gets more fruitful as it gets older. So too, if you’re getting up in years, your usefulness or fruitfulness need not diminish. You can be like the palm tree: increasing in wisdom, more powerful in prayer, more stable in your walk in the Spirit.

Song of Solomon 7:8, 9
 

I said, I will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, and the smell of thy nose like apples; And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.

The fruitful vine, the best wine, and powerful speech combine to paint a picture of the work of the Spirit in the life of the church—for it speaks of growth, joy, and a potent witness.

Song 7:10
 

I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.

Notice how the bride is maturing. In chapter 2, she said, “My beloved is mine.” In chapter 6, she said, “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.” Here, in chapter 7, she says, “I am my beloved’s,” as if to say, “I’m not trying to claim him. I’m not trying to manipulate him.”

There comes a time in your walk when you’re no longer trying to manipulate God. There are Christian teachers, I’m sad to say, who teach that we should make demands of God as if He were our genie in a bottle. But He’s God and we are His servants—not the other way around.

Earlier, the bride said, “My beloved is mine.” Now she’s saying, “I’m my beloved’s.” What a sweetening and softening of her walk.

Song of Solomon 7:11–13
 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there will I give thee my loves. The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved.

In chapter 1, the bride despised the fields. Here in chapter 7, she wants the king to go back with her to the fields. What made the difference? Consider the demoniac of Gadera. When he was delivered by Jesus he said, “Lord, I want to follow You wherever You go.”

But Jesus said, “Go back to where you came from—that your family and friends might see the glorious work of God” (see Mark 5:1–19).

There are times when we think it would be wonderful to follow Jesus to the uttermost parts of the earth—but there also comes a point when we maturely say, “I’m ready to go talk to the guys I used to drink with and tell them about Jesus,” or, “I’m ready to pour my heart out to my parents and explain to them that Jesus loves them,” or, “I’m ready to go back to where I came from and let the Lord use me there.”

I’m not discounting being sent out, but there’s also an important place when, in maturity, you realize that mission fields are around you on every side. The old missionary saying is true: there’s no sense going across the ocean if you won’t go across the street.

Have you gone across the street? Is your neighborhood being affected by your witness? Is the atmosphere of your workplace changing because you’re there witnessing, praying, loving, encouraging, and sharing? The toughest place to minister is at home. That’s why Jesus said, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country” (Matthew 13:57).

I believe that’s why the bride showed great maturity when she said to her king, “I’m ready to go back home—and to take you with me.”

Chapter 8
 

Song of Solomon 8:1–4
 

O that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my mother! when I should find thee without, I would kiss thee; yea, I should not be despised. I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother’s house, who would instruct me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate. His left hand should be under my head, and his right hand should embrace me. I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, until he please.

In Solomon’s culture, it was acceptable to publicly kiss a family member, but taboo to publicly kiss one’s spouse. Thus, the bride says to her king, “I wish you were my brother. Then I could freely express my feelings for you.”

Like the Shulamite bride, I find myself limited in loving my Lord because I “see through a glass darkly.” While I am completely impressed with what I do see, I’m so aware of how much I don’t see. But guess what. Soon, there will be no more limitations. “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then [shall we see Him] face to face…” (1 Corinthians 13:12 [a]).

Song of Solomon 8:5 (a)
 

Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?…

This question, asked by the daughters of Jerusalem, is pregnant with meaning. Who is it that comes out of the wilderness leaning upon her beloved? It’s us. We are delivered from the wilderness of this world by leaning upon our beloved—Jesus Christ.

Song of Solomon 8:5 (b)
 

…I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee.

The king’s statement is a difficult one to understand, yet I believe the application is that Jesus is not only our Lover and our Friend—He’s also the One who brought us forth. He’s our Creator and our everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6).

Song of Solomon 8:6
 

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.

“Challenges are coming,” says the bride. “There will be difficulties in our relationship. So seal me upon your heart and upon your arm.”

In Exodus 28, we read that the high priest carried the names of the tribes of Israel on his breastplate and upon his shoulders. So too, Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, has us on His heart and on His shoulders. The heart speaks of His tenderness toward us, the shoulders of His strength surrounding us.

Song of Solomon 8:7
 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.

“Love will persevere,” says the bride. “But if a person tries to buy love, it will be condemned.”

Church, rejoice in the fact that the Lord has you on His heart and upon His shoulders. Challenges will come in your relationship, but love will overcome. And yet if you try and buy His love, that love will be condemned.

Don’t try and buy the Lord’s love. Don’t say, “The Lord must really love me today because I had devotions for an hour. What a day this is going to be! I really earned God’s love today.” That kind of love is useless because it is based upon your works instead of His grace.

“Then why have devotions?” you ask.

Because we love our Lord and want to spend time with Him. We gain strength in His presence and receive understanding. But we’re not trying to prove or earn a greater love. Did you know that if you had devotions every day this week for seven hours the Lord wouldn’t love you any more than if you didn’t have devotions at all?

Now, if you have devotions for seven hours, there will inevitably be a glow on your face and strength in your heart. You would be changed—but God’s love for you would not be affected because His love for you is not based upon your actions. It is based solely upon His own nature. That is why Paul wrote that nothing shall separate us from His love (Romans 8:38, 39).

Don’t work for God’s love, gang. Don’t try to deserve it. Just enjoy it!

Song of Solomon 8:8
 

We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for?

The bride is concerned about her little sister. As you grow in the Lord, you will find yourself concerned about younger believers.

Song of Solomon 8:9, 10
 

If she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar. I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: then was I in his eyes as one that found favour.

“If she’s a wall, that is, separated, she’ll live in a palace. But if she’s a door, letting anyone and anything in, she’ll be imprisoned.”

What is God saying to you and me? When we say, “Lord, we care about this person, this friend, this neighbor,” He says, “If he’s a door, opening to everything, he’ll be imprisoned forever. He’s damned. But if he’s a wall, if he wants to be right and to be separated from the things of this world, a palace will be his, for he’ll be saved and taken to heaven.”

Song of Solomon 8:11
 

Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he let out the vineyard unto keepers; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver.

Those who used the king’s property were required to pay rent.

Song of Solomon 8:12
 

My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred.

The bride is not required to give. Instead, she desires to give. So too, those who live under the law are required. “You must do this. You must do the other. You can’t do that. You mustn’t do that.” That’s the law.

But those who live in love say, “Lord, I desire to give myself to You.”

The law says, “Responsibility!”

Love says, “Respond.”

Song of Solomon 8:13
 

Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it.

“I want to hear your voice,” says the bride to her shepherd-king.

Jesus, our Good Shepherd said, “My sheep hear My voice” (John 10:27).

Song of Solomon 8:14
 

Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices.

“Make haste,” said the beloved to the king—even as John, the beloved apostle said, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20), and even as we, His bride say, “Come soon, Lord. We need You.”







ISAIAH
 

Background to Isaiah
 

The Old Testament is divided into four major sections. The first section is the law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. In the law, God gave to His people principles by which they might live according to His righteous standards. In the Book of Galatians, Paul tells us the purpose of the law was to be a schoolmaster to show us our need for a Savior. The law shows us how sinful we are.

The second section—Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther—deal with history. In this section, we see God working through and in His people, each story providing an illustration of a spiritual principle necessary for our own growth.

The third section—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon—consists of books of poetry. They’re mystical, powerful, and extremely practical.

The final and fourth section of the Old Testament are the books of prophecy. This section is itself divided into two sections: the major prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations (also written by Jeremiah), Ezekiel and Daniel—and the twelve minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Zechariah, and Malachi. The major prophets are called the major prophets not because the books they wrote are more important, but simply because the books they wrote are longer.

The primary call of the prophet was not so much to foretell the future as it was to speak forth the heart and mind of the Lord. And yet there is indeed an element of foretelling in prophecy…

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
Isaiah 46:9, 10


No other religious writings, no other holy book dares to foretell the future. One-third of the Bible deals with future events. “There is no one like Me,” God says. “And I will prove I am who I say I am by speaking about things before they happen.”

The Book of Isaiah does just that. In fact, because of this, many so-called Bible scholars believe there were actually two Isaiahs—one who wrote in the days of King Uzziah and a second one who showed up hundreds of years later. In fact, some have even suggested there was a third Isaiah who showed up after the time of Christ and wrote the Messianic prophecies.

However, John quotes directly from Isaiah 6 and 53, attributing both to one Isaiah…

But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.
John 12:37–40


This means that either John was deceived or a singular Isaiah wrote everything in prophetic anticipation of Jesus Christ.

As is the case with most of the prophets, we don’t know much about Isaiah’s life because the focus was on his message. We do know, however, that he lived in Jerusalem, was married, and that he had at least two sons. We also know from chapter 20 that his ministry was not an easy one, for he was told to walk around Judah for three years without shoes or clothes.

Jewish tradition tells us that Isaiah’s father was King Uzziah’s brother. We know that Isaiah frequented the court and was close to a number of kings. He and Hezekiah were good friends. So it is very possible that he was of royal seed. Jewish tradition also tells us that he was sawn in half by wicked King Manasseh. Hebrews 11 talks about those who were sawn asunder for their faith, a reference many believe is directed to Isaiah.

The Book of Isaiah has been called “the Bible in miniature.” There are sixty-six chapters in Isaiah just as there are sixty-six books in the Bible. Chapters 1 through 39 talk about the shortcomings and sins of the people of Judah and Israel and they deal with the law and government—just as the first thirty-nine books in the Bible deal with the law, government, and the shortcomings of God’s people. But in chapter 40, suddenly a new direction is taken, for there we read, “Comfort ye My people”—and love and grace are introduced.

Chapters 40 through 66 speak of Jesus constantly. In the Book of Isaiah, we read of His incarnation, of the virgin birth, and of His youth in Nazareth. We read the text of His first sermon and of His ministry to Gentiles. We read of His miracles, His suffering, His resurrection, ascension, and exaltation. And, in the last chapter, we read of the millennial kingdom.

Along with the Books of Genesis, Psalms, John, Romans, and Revelation, the Book of Isaiah has been considered by a consensus of Bible scholars to be one of the six cornerstone books of biblical understanding and revelation. It’s a glorious book. I can’t wait to get into it…

Chapter 1
 

Isaiah 1:1 (a)
 

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw…

Isaiah was a visionary in the truest sense of the word. In Bible days, the prophets were called “seers” because they saw things others didn’t. The same is still true today. People accuse us of having blind faith. But our faith isn’t blind. On the contrary, it sees more. We see things to which unbelievers are blind.

Isaiah 1:1 (b)
 

…concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

The combined reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah covered a period of approximately sixty years, beginning in approximately 740 B.C. In other words, Isaiah was on the scene for a substantial period of time.

Isaiah 1:2
 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.

In this cosmic courtroom, the Lord calls His star witnesses—the stars themselves and all of creation to consider the indictment against the people He had nourished but who had rebelled against Him.

Isaiah 1:3
 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

“The ox and the donkey are smarter than My people,” God says. The ox is not known for his brilliance. In fact, to this day we say, “He’s as dumb as an ox.” The donkey is known only for his stubbornness. And yet God says they’re smarter and wiser than His people for at least they know their master. “My people don’t consider Me at all. Here, I have blessed them, but they have forgotten Me,” He says.

At this point, Judah was experiencing a time of unparalleled prosperity. And yet, as is so often the case, because times were good, apathy had crept in. In Deuteronomy 6, God warned of this. “I will bless you,” He said. “I will bring you into a land of promise where you will dwell in houses you didn’t build, drink from pools you didn’t dig, eat from vineyards you didn’t plant. But when you come into the land, beware lest you become full and forget the Lord your God.”

What an important word for us this is. Beware when things go well because the tendency can be to be dumb as an ox, as stubborn as a mule, and to forget the blessings of God.

Isaiah 1:4–10
 

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

Here, God indicts His people for being like Sodom and Gomorrah. We think that Sodom and Gomorrah were judged for homosexuality. But that wasn’t the root problem, for through Ezekiel, God said the problem with Sodom and Gomorrah was that they heaped luxury upon themselves while lacking compassion for the poor (16:49).

Isaiah 1:11–14
 

To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

Here, God indicts the people for their religiosity. “I’ve had enough of your meetings, sacrifices, and empty religious practices,” He says.

Isaiah 1:15
 

And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

Why wouldn’t God hear the prayers of His people? Because their hands were full of blood. Sometimes we wonder why our prayers aren’t answered. We go to church regularly. We lift our hands in praise. We tithe. But God says all of that is irrelevant if we’re harboring sin in our life. If we’re compromising, if we’re trying to be righteous through our own efforts or energy, if we’re failing to realize our need to come before God in brokenness, God won’t answer our prayers—not because He’s mad at us or because He doesn’t like us anymore, but because He’s saying, “There’s something wrong in your relationship with Me. If I continue to answer your prayers, you will persist in those things and they’ll destroy you. So you’re not going to sense My presence. You’re not going to have answers to your prayers in order that you might seek Me.”

Isaiah 1:16–18
 

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

The people were full of blood and sin, apathy and iniquity—and yet God says, “My blood will wash you clean if you’ll just come before Me and admit your need of My work and mercy in your life.”

That’s what we’re to do, gang, for if we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). All He asks from you and me is to be honest before Him and say, “I know this isn’t right, Father. I need Your mercy. Deal with me. Help me. Change me.”

For topical study of Isaiah 1:18, see “A Glorious Invitation.” 

Isaiah 1:19, 20
 

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

If Israel accepted the invitation of the Lord to reason together with Him, they would eat instead of be eaten; they would experience peace rather than persecution.

Isaiah 1:21–23
 

How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.

Although Judah still had the appearance of righteousness and integrity, one needn’t have looked very far to see she was as compromised as unrefined silver and diluted wine.

Isaiah 1:24–27
 

Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies: And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.

Here is hope that if the people of Judah would come and reason with the Lord, if they would be willing and obedient to follow His command, He would restore and renew their land.

Isaiah 1:28, 29
 

And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.

The oaks and gardens spoken of here were elements in the practice of idolatry.

Isaiah 1:30, 31
 

For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water. And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.

The man who delights in the law of the Lord shall be like a tree whose leaf doesn’t wither, the psalmist tells us (1:2, 3). The man who believes on the Lord shall be full of living water (John 7:38). Here, however, Judah would be like a dying tree and a dry garden because she forsook the Lord.




A GLORIOUS INVITATION

Topical Study of


ISAIAH 1:18


“You have been especially and specifically chosen to come and test-drive our car,” the invitation read. But when I saw that it was addressed to “Occupant,” I wondered how specifically chosen I was. Many invitations are humorous. Some are dubious. But some are absolutely, wonderfully glorious. The Bible is full of such invitations…

Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD’s side? let him come unto me.…
Exodus 32:26 (a)


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Isaiah 55:1


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden , and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28


In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
John 7:37, 38


And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely .
Revelation 22:17


A Wonderful Invitation


There are so many invitations given to come in Scripture. And one of the most important, most powerful, most special is in the text before us…

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
Isaiah 1:18


Isaiah was writing to people who were in tremendous apostasy. They were rebelling against the Lord and not interested in obeying Him. And yet, instead of giving a word of annihilation, the Lord, in His matchless grace and mercy, offers a word of invitation. To people who were, at best, apathetic toward Him, the Lord says, “Let us reason together. Think with Me. Consider with Me.”

And that’s the message for us today. “Come now, let us reason together.” Sin is sick, gang. It’s not bad because it’s forbidden by God. Rather sin is forbidden by God because it’s bad. He knows it destroys, erodes, ruins, and harms. So He invites us to come to Him and learn why it is unreasonable for us to continue in sin any longer.

First, sin is a grievous sickness that pollutes the entire body.

Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
Isaiah 1:5, 6


The Book of Romans further describes how sin takes over every part of our being and influences us negatively. A person might look healthy on the outside, but if he is knowingly walking in sin, his very nature is being eroded and destroyed. That is why it’s only reasonable for us to consider our sin and repent from it.

Second, sin is a binding cord that holds man in its power.

His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.
Proverbs 5:22


“I’m free,” the sinner insists. “It doesn’t matter what I do.” And yet when he finds himself addicted, infected with disease, or haunted by guilt; when his family, integrity, and personality are destroyed, he realizes that he is anything but free—that he is bound by the cord of sin.

Third, sin is a destroyer of rest, a disturber of peace.

There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin.
Psalm 38:3


Sin robs us of the rest, peace, and tranquility we long for and which we once enjoyed. That’s why our Father says, “Because I want you to have peace and I want you to be at rest, I want you to stay away from sin.”

Fourth, sin is an obscuring cloud that will hide the face of God.

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
Isaiah 59:2


As when the clouds come overhead and we can’t see the sun, when people say, “Where is God? I can’t feel Him. I can’t sense Him. Where is He?” very frequently, it’s due to sin that has come between them and the Son, muting His voice or obscuring His face from them.

Fifth, sin is a clever detective that will find us out.

But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.
Numbers 32:23


Not only does sin suck us in, but it makes our sin known. There really are no secret sins. We might think we get away with sin for awhile, but, according to the Word, we can be sure that sin is a clever detective that will suck us in and then seek us out.

Finally, sin is a robber of blessings that strips and starves the soul.

Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.
Jeremiah 5:24, 25


God wants to rain blessings upon us and give tremendous harvests to us. It is only our sin that prevents the rain of blessings and an abundant harvest.

Sin stinks. It holds back God’s blessings from our lives, obscures God’s vision from our eyes, sneaks up on us and then makes itself known to all people. It erodes, corrupts, and torments. But God says that even though our sins be as bright as crimson and as visible as scarlet, even though they can be seen for miles away, we are invited to come to Him and let Him deal with them.

A Glorious Expectation


“No matter how glaring and bright your sin might be, I can make it white as snow,” the Father says.

In London many years ago, a minister and his young son were standing in their window, looking down at the street as a parade passed by. In this parade, along with the clowns and marching bands, British soldiers marched in their red coats.


“Look at those soldiers, Daddy!” the little boy said. “Look how white their coats are!”


“Their coats are red, son,” the minister said.


“No, Daddy, they’re white,” the little boy insisted.


And when the minister stooped down to his son’s vantage point, he saw that his son was looking through a pane of stained glass that bordered the window. Seen through the red glass, the red coats appeared to be white.


Suddenly a light went on in the minister’s head. “That’s it!” he thought. “Though my sins are scarlet, the Father looks at them through the filter of the blood of His Son and sees me white and pure and clean.”


Though my own sins are as scarlet—glaring and ugly—I choose to heed the invitation of my Father who says, “Come, let us reason together. Stay away from sin in the future and confess the sin of your past. Realize it can be white as snow because of the blood of My Son.”

How I encourage you to take the Lord up on His invitation. Come to Him. Reason with Him. Repent of any sin the Holy Ghost is bringing to your mind right now. It might be something obvious or something subtle, but you know it’s a cord that is beginning to wrap itself tightly around you, a worm eating away inside of you, a detective beginning to follow you, a cloud obscuring God’s glory from you, a thief robbing the harvest from you.

“Come,” the Lord says. “Come now.”




 

Chapter 2
 

Isaiah 2:1, 2 (a)
 

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains…

This prophecy concerns the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. Must it be rebuilt before we’re raptured? No. But it must be rebuilt before Jesus comes back to rule and reign in Jerusalem. At that time, there will be peace at last. Swords will be beaten into plows. Spears will be shaped into pruning hooks. Annapolis, West Point, and the Pentagon will be shut down. How we look forward to that!

In verse 2, we see the location of the temple. It is in the mountains. As the temple of God, we, too, must be in the mountains. We must be built on Mount Sinai, where the Word of God was given. We must commit ourselves to the proclamation and meditation of the Scriptures. We must also be built on Mount Pisgah, where Moses stood before he died and saw the Promised Land, for we, too, must see things not from a worldview, but from a heavenly perspective. We must also be built on Mount Carmel, where Elijah called down fire from heaven, for the church is the place where the fire of the Holy Spirit can burn brightest. We must also be built on Mount Hermon, the Mount of Transfiguration, for we must be those who are transformed and those who see each other in that way. Finally, we must be built on the Mount of Olives, where Jesus prayed, for the house of God is to be a house of prayer (Matthew 21:13).

Why would we want to pray with intensity, seek the Holy Spirit with fervency, hear the Word of God as Moses did, become visionaries like Isaiah? Because of another mount—Mount Calvary. I want to be a man of the mountain—a man of prayer, a man who can look at people supernaturally, a man of vision, a man of the Spirit—because of the incredible price Jesus paid for me.

Isaiah 2:2 (b)
 

…and shall be exalted above the hills…

Secondly, in addition to the location of the temple, notice its elevation. It is in the mountains above the hills. Both corporately and individually, the Lord will take us just as far as we want to go. The question is, how far do you want to go? Are you content to dwell in the hills—to simply be saved and know you’re going to heaven, or do you want to go higher with the Lord? Are you a hillbilly or a mountain man? The temple of the Lord is above the hills.

Isaiah 2:2 (c)–3 (a)
 

…and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob…

Third, notice cooperation in the temple. All nations shall flow into it. All kinds of nationalities, personalities, economic backgrounds, and educational abilities will flow together into the temple. Lord, help us to continue to be a menagerie, a potpourri of all kinds of different people.

Isaiah 2:3 (b)
 

…and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Fourth, we see that the motivation of the temple is to lean the way of the Lord. So too, we gather at His temple to learn His ways that we might walk in His paths.

Isaiah 2:4 (a)
 

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people…

Fifth, we see the correction that takes place within the temple.

I’ll never forget the time when Peter-John was about four years old and about to be spanked.


“But, Daddy,” he said, “you can’t do that.”

“Why?” I asked.

“Because you and me are friends,” he said.

And I said, “Peter, it is because we are friends that I need to correct you.”

The Lord says He will judge the nations and rebuke many people. Why? For the same reason I disciplined Peter-John. We’re His friends and He loves us.

Isaiah 2:4 (b)
 

…and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Sixth, we see transformation. Swords become plowshares; spears become pruninghooks; fighting is replaced by fruit. Therefore, let’s not use the Word of God to chop others up and put others down. Instead, let’s use it to plow and to prune that we might bear more fruit.

Isaiah 2:5
 

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Finally, we see a beautiful invitation to enjoy the light and love of the Lord. But, before that takes place, there will be a time of chastening, as seen in verse 6…

Isaiah 2:6
 

Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers.

Even as people in Isaiah’s day were fascinated by the Babylonian and Syrian cultures with all of their magic and mystery, where are people turning today? To Eastern mysticism and spiritism.

Isaiah 2:7, 8
 

Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots: Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made:

Like our own culture, the people of Judah were not only rich, prosperous, and enamored with Eastern thought, but they had idols. Theirs happened to be made of stone and wood, while ours can be flesh and blood or chrome and rubber.

Isaiah 2:9–12
 

And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not. Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:

It is not idols, but only the Lord who will ultimately be exalted.

Isaiah 2:13
 

And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan,

The cedars of Lebanon and oaks of Bashan speak of men that are proud of their own abilities.

Isaiah 2:14
 

And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up,

The high mountains speak of government.

Isaiah 2:15
 

And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,

Walls and towers speak of military might.

Isaiah 2:16 (a)
 

And upon all the ships of Tarshish…

This speaks of commerce.

Isaiah 2:16 (b)
 

…and upon all pleasant pictures.

This speaks of the arts.

In other words, verses 13 through 16 speak of society as a whole exalting itself.

Isaiah 2:17–20
 

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols he shall utterly abolish. And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats;

When the Lord comes back to this planet, before He rules and reigns in the temple, there will be a time of chastening and judging. As a result, people will take all that they once worshiped to the dump to be left to the bats and moles because, at last, all idols will be seen to be meaningless.

Isaiah 2:21, 22
 

To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?

“Don’t look to man,” God says. “You don’t even know if he’s going to have another breath. Instead, look totally, fully, and only to Me.”

Chapter 3
 

Isaiah 3:1
 

For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water.

Famine is spoken of thirteen times in the Old Testament. Each time, it is directly connected to the judgment of God upon an area. When God desired to wake up a region, He would send famine and drought in order to move the people to repent so that He could pour out His blessings upon them once again.

Isaiah 3:2, 3
 

The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator.

Not only would there be a lack of food and water, but there would be a dearth of leaders, of mighty men, knowledgeable men, wise men, and skilled men.

Isaiah 3:4, 5
 

And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them. And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable.

Whether regarding the last days of the ten tribes or the last days of our own society, children will rule. We see that happening to a degree even now, for in many countries of the world, it is the students who bring down governments. There was a time when gray hair was highly esteemed. Now, however, it is the opinion of younger generations that seems to be most highly valued in our culture.

Isaiah 3:6
 

When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand:

People esteem not only youth but wealth. How many of our congressmen and business leaders hold their positions simply because they have money? Would Jeremiah have been asked to be on the board of directors of a large corporation? How about John the Baptist?

Isaiah 3:7
 

In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people.

In the day of Tribulation, when things get really heavy, people will say, “Don’t bother me. I can’t help lead society. I’m having a hard enough time just taking care of my own needs.”

Isaiah 3:8
 

For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory.

Although Judah was experiencing a time of prosperity, the handwriting of decay was on the wall. The Assyrians were already camped at their border. But because the stock market was still sky-high, many people weren’t listening to Isaiah’s warning of destruction.

Paul told us that the signs of the end of our own age will be like birth pangs (1 Thessalonians 5:3). In other words, times of travail will be followed by times of peace. It is the wise individual who doesn’t get lulled by times of calm, but rather is constantly aware of the nearness of the Lord’s coming.

Isaiah 3:9–11
 

The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves. Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.

Although Isaiah was prophesying the end of their society as they knew it, the people weren’t listening. Instead, they flaunted their sin even as did Sodom.

Isaiah 3:12, 13
 

As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. The LORD standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people.

In Acts 7:56, we read of Jesus standing to welcome Stephen home. Here, however, we see the Lord standing not to welcome but to judge.

Isaiah 3:14, 15
 

The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

Those in authority had abused their power and authority. As a result, they were about to find themselves under the authority of the invading Assyrians.

Isaiah 3:16–24
 

Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet: Therefore the LORD will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts. In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, The rings, and nose jewels, The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails. And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.

It has been said that a woman’s wardrobe is a barometer of a society. In this society, about to unravel, the women dressed seductively. The little cymbals they wore on their feet caused others to turn and see them. The jewelry, headbands, and costly material were all meant to entice. And because of the moral vacuum of their society, not only would their beauty be lost, but they would have to deal with some brutal consequences—not because God would punish them but because, by ignoring His ways and His Word, they would bring a plague upon themselves.

“Let your adorning be that of a meek and quiet spirit,” Peter would write (see 1 Peter 3:4)—for that kind of beauty is never lost.

Isaiah 3:25, 26
 

Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.

Not only would the women be affected by the dark days that lie ahead, but the men of Jerusalem would die and the entire city would fall. That is why God sent Isaiah with this word of warning.

Chapter 4
 

Isaiah 4:1 (a)
 

And in that day…

The phrase, “in that day,” speaks not only historically but carries with it a prophetic application as well. Prophetically, “the day of the Lord” speaks of the day when the Lord will intervene very obviously in history in the last days, beginning with the Rapture of the church. While we’re in heaven for seven years, this world will go through a terrible time of judgment and tribulation. Called the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7), one of the primary purposes of the Tribulation is to cause the nation of Israel to come to her senses and at last recognize her Messiah.

Isaiah 4:1 (b)
 

…seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.

Due to the death toll of the war, spoken of in the last two verses of the previous chapter, there will be seven women for every man. “We’ll pay our own way,” these women say to the remaining men. “Just let us take your name.”

Isaiah 4:2–6
 

In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

After saying the times are going to be dark and difficult, brutal and blood, in verses 2 through 6, Isaiah says there’s hope—for Israel will experience a tremendous awakening. Thus, for the people of Israel, the day of the Lord begins as a dark day indeed. But this is not surprising, for the Hebrew reckoning of any day begins with the setting of the sun. Our day begins with the rising of the sun, but I like the Hebrew way of thinking better because it begins in darkness and works toward light. The day of the Lord begins in darkness—judgment, wrath, trouble, plague, problems, war, worry, disease, destruction. But then the Son comes. Jesus Christ comes back. That’s why, in talking to Israel in Matthew 24, Jesus says, “Blessed are those who endure to the end, who make it through that day of Tribulation.”

Jesus is coming back. He’s going to purge the people of Israel of their unbelief. Oh, glorious day that will be!

Chapter 5
 

Our Lord was a Master Communicator. He was able to use common things around Him to give illumination to His hearers. “You can learn of the Father’s care by observing the birds and flowers,” He said (see Matthew 6:26–30). “You can learn of the Father’s Word by observing a man sowing seed” (Matthew 13:18–23). Perhaps one of the most impacting teachings dealt with a vineyard. In John 15, Jesus told His disciples that He was the vine, they were the branches, and that they must abide in Him and cling to Him if they were to be fruitful in their lives.

Where did Jesus get this illustration? I believe He got it from His Father for here in Isaiah 5, God the Father, through the prophet Isaiah, talks also of the parable of the vineyard…

Isaiah 5:1–7
 

Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

This passage is an awesome indictment against the nation of Israel, for, in it, the Lord says, “I have blessed you. I have worked with you. I have given so much to you. You are My vineyard—but as I look for fruit in your nation, I find nothing but wild, bitter grapes.” The people of Israel had indeed been blessed by God. He had brought them into a land that was flowing with milk and honey. He had blessed them exceedingly abundantly. But, although they enjoyed the gifts of God, they forgot all about God Himself.

I see a very real parallel between the people of Israel and our own country. God has blessed us greatly as a nation. He has blessed us with great freedom and incredible prosperity. And yet we have forgotten Him. We think it is our Constitution, our democratic government, or our free enterprise system that has made us great. We think we have done this by our ingenuity, creativity, or hard work. We congratulate ourselves, all the while forgetting God.

In the following verses, we find six woes pronounced upon Israel. Let us have ears to hear that, through them, we might sense and understand what the Lord would say to us both nationally and personally concerning how we have enjoyed the gifts but forgotten the Giver.

Isaiah 5:8–10
 

Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! In mine ears said the LORD of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah.

The first woe pronounced upon Israel deals with corrupt capitalism. Capitalism can become corrupted just as surely as socialism, communism, or any other form of government. Here, God is saying, “People have taken over properties, homes, and fields in order to build their own empires.” And, because they were motivated only by money, God indicts them. “You’re not going to get away with this indefinitely,” He says. “A day of reckoning will come when all of your efforts to increase your empire will backfire. The land won’t produce. The resources won’t be released.”

Isaiah 5:11–17
 

Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands. Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

The second woe is hedonism—the pursuit of pleasure above all else. So too, our own country seems to be in a relentless pursuit of hedonism. Nothing can stand between us and our pleasure. We spend fortunes on alcohol, tobacco, and gambling; on bigger houses and faster cars, but don’t have money or time to help the poor.

Isaiah 5:18, 19
 

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!

Liberalism and looseness is the third woe. People plunge into sin and then mistake the mercy, patience, and longsuffering of God for apathy, impotence, or even approval. Our Father is incredibly longsuffering and the wheels of His judgment turn slowly. He waits for us to repent and to come to our senses—but eventually we will find ourselves ground up in the inevitable wheels of judgment.

Isaiah 5:20
 

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

Relativism and existentialism—the lack of absolutes—is the fourth woe. “Dark is light and light is dark. Sweet is bitter and bitter is sweet. You can’t really say what’s right and wrong for everyone. What’s right for you may or may not be right for me. The only absolute is that there are no absolutes. Just do whatever you want.”

Isaiah 5:21
 

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

The fifth woe is intellectualism. Many self-proclaimed intellectuals are agnostics—but the Bible says it is the fool who has said in his heart that there is no God (Psalm 14:1). This would be like an ant defiantly declaring that he doesn’t believe in man. I could yell and jump up and down in front of him to prove my existence, but his perspective is so puny, his intellect so small, his perception so restricted that he doesn’t see me. Does that mean I don’t exist? No, it means he’s too small to see me. The only way I would be able to save that ant from destruction would be to become an ant. That’s what God did with us. God said, “I love you so much, I’ll become one of you to talk to you about life and death, heaven and hell, sin and salvation.” That’s how much our Lord loves us.

Isaiah 5:22, 23
 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!

Alcoholism is the sixth woe. Because they have given themselves over to wine and strong drink, people no longer think clearly. Over twenty million people in our country are addicted to alcohol. Woe be to a society who has come under the bondage of strong drink.

Isaiah 5:24, 25
 

Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

“You brought judgment and destruction upon yourself,” God says, “but My hand is outstretched still.” Look at that hand. It’s not stretched out to strike you down. As I look at that hand, I see the scars where a nail pierced and penetrated the palm and I realize that His hand is stretched out not to come down on me but to reach out and save me.

God’s hand is stretched out to our country, gang. The mistakes we’ve made personally, as a church family, as a community, and as a country have been forgiven and covered by the blood of Jesus Christ if we’ll simply respond and say, “Thank You, Lord, for reaching out, for stretching out Your hand on the Cross, for absorbing My sins. I repent. I change direction. I’m turning away from my old paths to walk in Your way.”

God comes to the vineyard of our nation and looks for the fruit of thanksgiving, rightness, holiness, love, mercy, and compassion, but all He finds is sour grapes and wild fruit. What is the solution? Repentance. Nations don’t repent. People repent. Therefore, it’s time for us to accept our part in the corrupt state of our society. It’s time for us to change our activity and pray on behalf of our country.

Isaiah 5:26–30
 

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken: Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind: Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it. And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Because of the Lord’s allowance, the Assyrian army would descend on Israel in a flawless military maneuver.

Chapter 6
 

It has been said that the closer one gets to the altar, the more likely one is to become a missionary. Here, in chapter 6, Isaiah is touched with a coal from the altar and, as a result, says, “Lord, send me.”

Isaiah 6:1
 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

Notice when Isaiah had this vision. It was in the year King Uzziah died. Second Chronicles 26:8 tells us that Uzziah was known worldwide as a king who brought peace and prosperity. He was an inventor. He built up his army to be a powerful force. He was a man who walked with the Lord and was strengthened by the Lord. Therefore, I find it interesting that it was when Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the Lord.

Isaiah, no doubt, enjoyed what the people of Judah were enjoying under Uzziah’s reign. But he never saw the Lord until Uzziah died. So too, you won’t really see the Lord until your “Uzziah” dies. Your Uzziah might be a godly mentor, a vibrant church, a saintly friend. But until your Uzziah is less important to you than the Lord is, you’ll never really see Him. Don’t fix your eyes upon a fellowship, a ministry, or a man. Your eyes need to be on the Lord Jesus Christ alone. And, because He wants to fill you with a vision of Himself, your Uzziah will die in one way or another.

Isaiah 6:2–4
 

Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

The word seraphim literally means “burning.” Like the four living creatures in Revelation 4 who are around the throne, saying, “Holy, holy, holy,” these seraphims are not automatons programmed to say, “Holy, holy, holy.” They are superior creatures of incredible intelligence who are so enamored with Someone who is whole, Someone who has not been eroded by sin, that they don’t leave day or night.

The more you look at me, the more depressed you’ll be. I guarantee it! The more I look at the political situation, the more discouraged I become. Ignorance truly is bliss because the more you delve into any area, the more disappointed you’ll be. But such is not the case with the Lord. That’s why these beings can’t leave His presence. They could fly out to the farthest corner of the cosmos, but they choose just to gaze at the Lord because He’s so incredibly attractive. That’s why I love walking with Jesus. He has yet to disappoint me. The more I read in His Word, the more I walk in His path, the More I hear His voice, the more impressed I am.

Isaiah 6:5 (a)
 

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone…

What was Isaiah’s reaction when he saw the Lord? In the first five chapters, he was saying, “Woe unto you. Woe unto you. Woe unto you.” But when he saw the Lord, he said, “Woe is me.” That’s always the way it is.

When Peter realized who Jesus was, he fell down in his boat and said, “Depart from me, Lord, I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8).

When John saw the Lord on the isle of Patmos, he fell down as though he were dead (Revelation 1:17).

Isaiah 6:5 (b)
 

…because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Isaiah said, “My problem is my lips, my speech.” Maybe Isaiah had a problem with profanity. Maybe he had a problem with gossip, lying, or negative speech. We don’t know what it was—but Isaiah did.

Isaiah 6:6, 7
 

Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

As the coal touched the area where Isaiah was plagued, it wasn’t to burn him up but to build him up. It cauterized the flow of iniquity from his lips. When we come to a place of saying, “Lord, woe is me. This area of my life is undone. My mind is impure. My speech is cutting. My eyes are wandering. My hands are evil”—whatever might be your area of weakness, the Lord will send a coal from off the altar. If you’ll humble yourself before Him and be open to Him, He’ll cauterize that area—just as He did with Isaiah.

Isaiah 6:8
 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

Isaiah didn’t passively say, “Lord, if You want, You can use me.” Rather, the original text indicates he said, “Behold me. Look at me, Lord.” Thus, with the enthusiasm of an eager first-grader who knows the answer, Isaiah raised his hand to get the Teacher’s attention and said, “Send me, Lord.”

Isaiah 6:9 (a)
 

And he said, Go…

It has been said that Isaiah’s calling can be summarized as Woe, Lo, and Go.



	“Woe is me,” Isaiah said in verse 5.

	“Lo, this iniquity is taken away,” the seraphim said in verse 7.

	“Go,” the Lord said in verse 9.




“Who will go?” the Lord asked.

“Count me in,” Isaiah answered. “How can I not go? I’ve seen You. I’ve been touched by You. I’ll go.”

Will you go? Whether that means across the seas or across the street, around the block or around the office, will you tell people about the One who saved your soul? Daniel 12 says those who win souls are wise and that they shall shine as the stars forever. But if that concept is too hard to grasp, ask anyone who’s been witnessing or on the mission field and they’ll tell you they find it to be wonderfully fulfilling and addicting in the best sense of the Word. You see, the Holy Spirit is like electricity. He’ll only go into an object if there is a way out of that object. People wonder why the Holy Ghost isn’t moving in their lives, but it’s because there’s no outflow. Plug into ministry, sharing, missions—and you will feel the current of the Holy Ghost flowing through you.

Isaiah 6:9 (b)–10
 

…and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Isaiah sees the Lord. He’s humbled before the Lord. He’s touched by the Lord. He offers himself to the Lord. But what does the Lord say? “Go and preach—but no one will be converted. No one will listen or respond. You’ll open your home for Bible study and no one will come. You’ll witness and people will walk away.”

Why would the Lord say this? In Matthew 13, Jesus referred to this very passage when He said He spoke in parables lest the people understand what He was saying and were converted. Why wouldn’t Jesus want everyone converted? Because God allows man to make his own choice. God won’t force His will on anyone. If a person says, “I do not want to know the Lord. I want to be my own God,” the Lord will allow his ears to be stopped, his eyes to be blind lest they be converted against their own will.

God wanted Isaiah to speak His Word and to be His witness in order that people might see how they were either rejecting or responding to Him. Our calling is not to be successful in ministry. Our calling is simply to be obedient to the Master. Those who are elected will respond. Others won’t. Our message just shows people where they’re at.

Isaiah 6:11, 12
 

Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

How long would the heart of the nation be hard, the eyes of the nation be blind? Until they were carried captive into Babylon.

Isaiah 6:13
 

But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

When Nebuchadnezzar carried the Jews captive into Babylon, one-tenth were left to care for the land (2 Kings 25:12, 22). Thus, this prophecy was fulfilled perfectly.

Chapter 7
 

Isaiah 7:1 (a)
 

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah…

Uzziah was a good king and a godly man. His son, Jotham, was also a good king and a godly man. Ahaz, however, was one of the worst kings in the history of Judah and a wicked man. Not only did he turn his own heart against the Lord, but he caused the entire nation to backslide.

Isaiah 7:1 (b), 2
 

…that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.

When Ahaz heard that the ten northern tribes of Israel had formed an alliance with Syria and were going to come down and march against the two southern tribes of Judah, Ahaz was blown away like trees in the wind. What was the reason for this alliance? Historically, it would seem that these two countries allied in order to protect themselves from the threat of Assyria. Assyria was to the northeast of Syria—a large and brutal empire. Both Syria and Israel wanted Judah to join in the confederacy, but Judah refused. Therefore, Israel and Syria were coming to attack Judah to force her to join their stand against the Assyrian threat.

Isaiah 7:3
 

Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field;

Ahaz deserved to be wiped out. He was, after all, a wicked ruler, a man who had no interest in the things of God. Yet God sent Isaiah to talk to him, thereby giving Ahaz yet another chance to turn to Him. Oh, the mercy of our Lord. How longsuffering and patient He was with Ahaz. How longsuffering and patient He is with me.

Isaiah 7:4–9 (a)
 

And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying, Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass. For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son.…

“Go meet with Ahaz,” the Lord said to Isaiah, “and tell him not to fear. The plans of these two firebrands are not going to work the way they think or hope. In fact, in sixty-five years, the ten northern tribes will not even be a people.” Indeed, within sixty-five years, the Assyrians came down and carried away the ten northern tribes and they haven’t been heard from since.

Isaiah 7:9 (b)
 

…If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.

“Even if you don’t believe what I’m saying,” Isaiah said to Ahaz, “what I’m saying will still come to pass. That is, this confederacy is not going to be successful.”

Gang, what God says always comes to pass. For example, He says, “I will supply all of your needs according to My riches (see Philippians 4:19). I can either believe that or reject it. If I reject it, His promise still stands—but I’ll be all shaken up and will go through all kinds of unnecessary tension. Jesus said He’s coming back for us (John 14:3). Even if you don’t believe that, He’s still coming back. But if you don’t believe it, when you look at the situation of the world today, you’ll be filled with fear. It’s a fantastic thing to learn to simply rest in the promises of God.

Isaiah 7:10–12
 

Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.

Although Ahaz’s response sounds holy, in reality, it was hypocrisy because in 2 Kings 16, we read that Ahaz had previously taken a journey to Assyria to make his own peace pact with the Assyrians. Because he sought the king of the Assyrians, he didn’t think he needed a sign from the King of the universe.

Isaiah 7:13, 14
 

And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

“The Lord will indeed give you a sign,” Isaiah said. The word “you” is plural. Therefore, it speaks not only to Ahaz, but to all humanity through all of history. You who feel threatened, intimidated, pressed upon, worried, anxious—the Lord will give you a sign: A virgin shall conceive and bear a Son whose name means “God with us.”

I love that! God says, “The sign I’m giving you is that I’ll be with you.” How? Through the miracle of the Incarnation.

“Great is the mystery of godliness,” Paul says, “that God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). God was born a Man in the person of Jesus Christ.

For topical study of Isaiah 7:1–14, see “Immanuel: God with Us.” 

Isaiah 7:15
 

Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

Immanuel will eat butter and honey—common foods in that society. They speak of his humanity. He’s going to eat just like you and me. He’s going to be a man. Why is that important? Because Hebrews 4:15 says we have a sympathetic High Priest who was tempted in all points as we are. He went through the things we go through. He felt the things we feel. He always chose good, but He knows the struggles. Therefore, He doesn’t say to us, “What’s your problem?” He says, “ I know that struggle.”

Isaiah 7:16
 

For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.

“Before Messiah comes, your land will lose both kings,” Isaiah prophesied to Ahaz. Indeed, when Jesus came neither Judah nor Israel had a king that truly ruled them.

Isaiah 7:17–25
 

The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father’s house, days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes. In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep; And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the land. And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns. With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns. And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.

Isaiah describes what would happen when Assyria moves into the area of Israel. The picture is one of decimation and desolation.




IMMANUEL: GOD WITH US

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 7:1–14


Sometimes I think we think too much. I clearly remember thinking one day that my wife, Tammy, deserved a break. So I told her the kids and I would ride our bikes to Taco Bell. I gathered the kids and their bikes and we set out. I led the way. Eleven-year-old Peter-John was behind me, followed by nine-year-old Jessie. Seven-year-old Christy brought up the rear. Off we pedaled toward Taco Bell. But as we got outside our little town of Jacksonville, I thought I’d make our ride easier by filling up the bike tires with air. All went well until, after I finished putting the air in my own tires, one of them blew up. It was a hot afternoon as I walked home from the Texaco station with my kids following me. Twenty minutes later, I was knocking at my brother, Jimmy’s door, asking if I could borrow one of his bikes.

“Why don’t you just go to Pappy’s Pizza?” he asked. “It’s only two blocks away.”

But then I thought. I thought the kids needed more exercise and that Tammy needed a little more time. So we headed off for Taco Bell again. We passed both the Texaco station and Pappy’s and finally made it to Taco Bell.

After we ate a few tacos, Christy told me she had a stomach ache. I decided to walk across the street to 7-Eleven to buy her a huge chocolate chip cookie ice cream sandwich. With two bites left, she said, “Daddy, I just can’t eat any more.”

I realized I was in trouble. I had a sick little girl and four bikes at 7-Eleven.

Right then, one of the guys from the Fellowship came in with a huge truck. I asked him if he could take Christy home. He offered to take all of us and our bikes. But then I thought.

“No, just take Christy,” I said. “The rest of us will ride.”

So Peter, Jessie, and I rode for about a mile with Peter and Jessie bickering the whole way.

“What’s going on?” I finally asked. And I couldn’t believe what I saw. Jessie’s tire was totally flat. She was in tears after riding a mile on a flat tire with Peter taunting her for going so slowly.

As we stood by the side of the road, another brother from the Fellowship stopped.

“Can I help you?” he asked.

“Yes,” I said. “Can you take Jessie home?”

We loaded Jessie and her bike on the truck. Peter and I rode and rode and rode and finally made it home.

As he wrote to his grandparents that night, one of the lines of his letter struck me. “Dear Nana and Papa, we went on a family bike ride. Four of us started. Only two survived.”

All along the way on that journey, there were various times I could have been delivered. But, instead of seeking, I was thinking, trying to work out the situation with my own limited mentality. In Isaiah 7, we see a similar account of a man thinking when he should have been seeking. And it led him into big trouble.

His name was Ahaz. He was the wicked king of the country of Judah. Judah consisted of the two southern tribes of Israel. The kings of Israel and Syria had formed a confederation to stand against Assyria and wanted Judah to join them. When Judah refused, Syria and Israel decided to wage war against Judah to force her to join their confederation. But Ahaz had already met with the king of Assyria and had cut a deal with him. He had already taken things into his own hands. He had already submitted his country to a very bad alliance with the godless empire of Assyria.

“You’re ignoring the Lord,” Isaiah told him. By working things out in your own ability, you’re wearying Him” (verse 13). As a result, a sign was given to Ahaz, a sign that would, in fact, apply to each of us—for Ahaz was promised that a virgin would conceive.

Some have tried to change the word “virgin” in this account because they cannot comprehend the possibility of a virgin birth. Yet the Septuagint—the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament—translated this word as parthenos, or “virgin” because they realized that the Hebrew word almah spoke of a virgin in the literal sense of the word.

Consider the following four reasons why the Virgin Birth is a nonnegotiable element of our faith…

The Virgin Birth Makes Jesus a Unique Person


No one else has ever been born of a virgin. All cultures, religions, and societies realize that someone born of a virgin would obviously be unique and important. In Lebanon, the Druze, a sect of Islam, considers the virgin birth of Jesus so persuasive that they have proclaimed their Messiah will be birthed by a virgin male. Therefore, the dedicated men wear pants with a pouch in the front in the event they are chosen to bear Messiah.

The Virgin Birth Gives Jesus Unique Parents


Jesus Christ is the Son of man for He had a human mother, Therefore, as a Man, He was “in all points tempted as we are” (Hebrews 4:15). That is, He feels what we feel. He went through struggles even as we do. He understands the troubles, challenges, and temptations of life. Not one of us will go through any difficulty to which Jesus Christ cannot sympathetically relate. He’s been there. But He’s also the Son of God. And because of this, He is the express image of God (Hebrews 1:3). Therefore, if I want to know what God is like, I simply have to look at His Son, Jesus.

The Virgin Birth Gives Jesus Unique Power


We sin because we were born sinners (Psalm 51:5). But, because God was His Father, Jesus was born without a sin nature. “Christ liveth in me,” Paul declared, “and the life I now live I live by the faith of the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20). Therefore, because there is no sin in Jesus, He enables me, if I choose, to not sin. That is why He told the woman taken in adultery to go her way and sin no more (John 8:11). For the first time in her life, she had the option not to sin. That’s the glory of the Christian life.

The Virgin Birth Gives Jesus Unique Purity


Leviticus 17:11 says the life is in the blood. We need a blood transfusion because our blood is tainted by sin. So Jesus Christ came and shed His blood in my place and now cleanses me by His blood. But His blood must be pure. Just as you can’t give AIDS-infected blood to a hemophiliac without killing him in the process, you can’t give sin-tainted blood to a sinner and expect him to be cleansed. The blood must be pure. And because blood type is determined by the male at conception, not only is Jesus’ blood pure, but it is universal. It matches the blood type of all of humanity.

Isaiah said, “This will be a sign to you: A virgin shall conceive and bear a Son. A sign shall be given to all humanity throughout all history. A sign shall be given to anyone and everyone who feels like they’re in trouble, like Assyria is attacking, like circumstances are pressing, finances are crushing, marriages are failing, burdens are heavy. A virgin shall conceive and bring forth a Son named ‘God with us.’ ”

God is with us, gang. Therefore, when we experience the enemy bearing down on us are we going to say, “How can I manipulate the circumstances?” Are we going to ally with the enemy? That’s what Ahaz did. Or are we going to say, “Wait a minute. God is with me. Jesus Christ is in me. Although the enemy is looming and the pressure is intense, instead of trying to manipulate the situation, I’m going to look to God alone for salvation”?

Immanuel. “God with us.” There could be no better sign.




 

Chapter 8
 

Isaiah 8:1–3
 

Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man’s pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz. And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

Maher-shalal-hash-baz literally means “hasten to the prey.” In other words, an invasion was on the way.

Isaiah 8:4
 

For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.

Isaiah was told by the Lord to go to the officials of that community and write out a birth certificate before Mrs. Isaiah was even pregnant. And before the baby could say “Daddy” or “Mommy,” the invasion of Assyria into Israel would take place.

Isaiah 8:5–8
 

The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.

The waters of Siloam flowed from a spring on the side of Mount Moriah into a tranquil pool. It was to this pool that Jesus sent a man born blind to regain his sight (John 9). It’s a quiet and lovely spot. Therefore, it’s as if God is saying, “Because you have ignored the peace I promised and instead allied yourself with the king of Assyria, the raging river of Assyria will flood your region and destroy you in the process.”

This speaks very pointedly to me because it’s so easy for me to think I don’t have time to sit at the quiet pone of tranquility, the still waters of prayer and meditation. I think I’ve got to get going, that I’ve got to make something happen in my own power. The result? My soul is flooded and overwhelmed by the raging river of self and sin.

Isaiah 8:9–13
 

Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

“Don’t listen to the cries of the people who tell you to build an alliance,” Isaiah says to Ahaz. “Instead, let the Lord be your fear.”

At any moment, you and I are walking in fear—either the fear of the Lord or the fear of people. Don’t fear people. Don’t fear the confederacy. Fear the Lord. Be concerned about what He thinks. This is so foreign to us. We try and think logically, but the Lord doesn’t always move in the most logical way. What matters ultimately is whether we do things in the fear of the Lord or in the fear of man—whether we seek to please the Lord or whether we strive to please men. Help us, Lord, to be failures in the eyes of the world if necessary and to live in the fear of You rather than to seek success in the eyes of the world and violate Your principles.

Isaiah 8:14, 15
 

And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.

Who shall be a sanctuary? Jesus. If you come to Him, you’ll find a place of safety. If you turn from Him, you’ll only stumble and fall.

Isaiah 8:16–20 (a)
 

Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him. Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testimony…

Isaiah realized that things would be coming down in the northern tribes. So he gathered his disciples together and said, “I will seek the Lord’s face and spend time in His Word. As for you, when others tell you to listen to the astrologers, wizards, or channelers, turn instead to the Word alone.”

For topical study of Isaiah 8:19, 20 entitled “To the Word!” see below.

Isaiah 8:20 (b)–22
 

…if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and look upward. And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.

Those who look for a new light, a new age, a new way will find only the old darkness and despair.




TO THE WORD!

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 8:19, 20


Having received the message that dark days were looming on the horizon, Isaiah told his disciples that, in the difficult days that were coming, there would be a tendency for people to seek the occult. “In those turbulent times,” he said, “go to the law, to the testimony, to the Word of the Lord. That is to be your priority.”

The Word is always where the light is, gang. Four thousand-plus times it says, “Thus saith the Lord…” Satan can come across as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), but if we stay in the Word, we won’t be deceived no matter how dark the days or troubling the times. Following are five ways we can be people of the Word…

Read It Through


Read the Word of God in its entirety. If you just nibble at the Scriptures, you’ll never acquire a taste for them. Don’t be nibblers—knowing a little bit of Genesis, a few Psalms, the Gospel of John, and portions of Revelation. Read it through cover to cover. Be consistent and systematic in your reading. This will keep you from straying into wrong doctrine because the Word has a wonderful way of balancing itself.

“But I don’t understand so much of what I read,” you say.

That’s okay. Read it through and the understanding and refreshing will come in later seasons. I think of the story in 2 Kings 3, where Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah were experiencing a time of drought. They called for Elisha, who told them to go to the valley and dig ditches. They did just what Elisha said. In the hot sun, in dry times, they dug ditches. The next morning, they went to the valley and the ditches were filled with cool, refreshing water. This speaks to us, I believe, of our own spiritual experience. There will be times when we must say, “I’m going to dig ditches. I’m going to read the Word even though it seems dry and I’m not understanding all that I’m reading.” Keep at it, and eventually you’ll find the water flowing as it all begins to make sense.

Pray It In


Bible study needs to be a two-way communication. When I call my wife on the telephone, I don’t say, “Tammy, this is Jon. I’m going to talk to you for fifteen minutes and then you talk to me for fifteen minutes and that will wrap it up for today’s conversation.” Yet that’s what I found myself doing for many years in my devotions.

“Okay, Lord,” I would say in essence. “It’s fifteen minutes of prayer time to You and then it’s fifteen minutes of Bible study when I’ll listen to You.” I have found personally a much better, much more real way. That is, as I read, I pray. “Oh, Father, I see that,” or, “This reminds me of the struggle I’m going through in this area,” or, “Lord, what does this mean?” Praying as I read allows the Holy Spirit to make application of certain points He knows I need.

Write It Down


In Deuteronomy 17:18, 19, we read that one of the requirements of a king ascending the throne was to write a copy of the law. Therefore, I strongly encourage you to approach Bible study with pencil and paper in hand. I have found that when I have a pencil and journal before me, God speaks to me. But when I come empty-handed, very frequently I don’t learn what I know I could or should. Why? Because the Father sees that, when I have pencil and paper, I am expecting to receive something worth noting.

In Habakkuk, we read that, as he struggled with why there was so much evil in the world, Habakkuk went into a tower and said, “I’m not leaving until I hear from the Lord about this situation.”

The Lord answered by giving Habakkuk a vision he was to write down.

Become students of the Word, gang. Write down what you learn. Even if you never refer back to your notes, the very act of writing them will help you remember them.

Work It Out


Don’t simply note what you learn in your journal but purpose in your heart that you’re going to do it. In Genesis 12, God told Abraham to leave his family and country for a land He would later show him. In other words, more instruction would be given to Abraham after he obeyed the instruction he had already been given. Many times, I haven’t received fresh revelation because I haven’t been obedient to what the Lord had already told me to do. Maybe He’s told you to write a letter or make a phone call. Be sure you do it. Maybe as you’re reading in the Word, He brings to your mind something specific to do. Make sure you work it out. For it is then that you’ll receive more.

Pass It On


There are two bodies of water in Israel. The Sea of Galilee is full of life and fish. The Jordan River that flows into the Sea of Galilee continues down through the nation until it comes to the Dead Sea at the southern end. Not even bacteria live in the Dead Sea. Why? Because, although the Jordan River flows in, there is no place for it to flow out.

Here is how to become a stagnant, dead Christian: Take in Bible study after Bible study and never make an effort to pass it on. Don’t be like the Dead Sea. Be like the Sea of Galilee—teeming with life as you share what you learn with others. Some people say the Bible is just too complicated to do this. But the Bible is not as hard as the enemy would have you think. There are only 6,000 different words in it, while Shakespeare uses 21,000. The average word in the Bible is only five letters long—and what glorious words those short words are: peace, grace, faith, glory, Jesus. Best of all, you have a tutor if you’ll take the time to listen to Him (John 14:26).

“Search the Scriptures,” Jesus said, “for these are they which speak of Me” (see John 5:39). As you’re reading it through, praying it in, writing it down, working it out, and passing it on, remember that it’s all for the purpose of touching Jesus and getting to know Him better.




 

Chapter 9
 

Isaiah 9:1–5
 

Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.

“Dark days are coming,” Isaiah warns. And then he looks almost eight hundred years down the tunnel of time and says, “But a new day will dawn when there will be true light, when joy will be increased, when there shall be deliverance and peace.” How would this day of joy and peace come about? Matthew 4 tells us this is a prophecy concerning Jesus, who began His ministry in Galilee—a region that was dark and despised.

Isaiah 9:6 (a)
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…

“Unto us a child is born” speaks of Jesus’ humanity. “Unto us a Son is given” speaks of His deity.

Isaiah 9:6 (b)
 

…and the government shall be upon his shoulder…

The sign of government on His shoulder would not be the braid of a military general or the epaulet of a noted ruler. It would be a wooden cross because Jesus would govern by laying down His life.

Isaiah 9:6 (c)
 

…and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor…

You can get counsel from a lot of people in a lot of places, but there is only one wonderful Counselor—and with Him, there are neither fees involved or appointments that need to be made (Hebrews 4:16).

Isaiah 9:6 (d)
 

…The mighty God…

A counselor can tell you what to do, but can’t always help you to do it. Jesus, on the other hand, the wonderful Counselor, is also the mighty God. He can truly solve your situation.

Isaiah 9:6 (e)
 

…The everlasting Father…

One thing I’ve learned by being a father is that, when my kids come to me confused and troubled, my heart goes out to them. Jesus said if we, being evil, know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more will the heavenly Father give good gifts to His (Matthew 7:11).

“Show us the Father,” Philip said.

“He that has seen Me has seen the Father,” Jesus answered (John 14:9).

Isaiah 9:6 (f)
 

…The Prince of Peace.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace for real peace will fill the hearts of any who seek Him (John 14:27).

Isaiah 9:7
 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

“When are You going to establish Your kingdom?” the disciples asked Jesus. When will the oppressive yoke of the Romans be thrown off, they wondered. Even after Jesus died and ascended, that was the question they asked Him (Acts 1:6).

When Jesus comes back, His kingdom will indeed be established politically and materially. But when He came the first time, His kingdom was not of this world because He was involved with something much bigger than throwing off the yoke of the Roman Empire politically. He was involved with eternity and the salvation of humanity.

Isaiah 9:8–13
 

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel. And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart, The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars. Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his enemies together; The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the LORD of hosts.

After giving them a glimpse of the new day that would dawn in the future, Isaiah now talks about his present situation and says to the ten tribes of Israel, “Don’t you see what’s happening? The invasion of Assyria has already begun. Your buildings are knocked down. Your forests are wiped out. Yet you’re boasting that you’ll erect stronger buildings and plant more majestic trees.” The people just weren’t understanding that God was working, judging, and dealing with them.

In Numbers 14, the Lord told the people of Israel that, because they didn’t believe the promises of God, they would have to wander in the wilderness for forty years.

“Oh, no!” they said. “Let’s storm in and claim the land. Let’s make it happen.” So they went in to try and take the land that they were previously afraid to take—only to be soundly defeated. Sometimes we, too, need to realize that it’s not a matter of doing more or beginning again. Sometimes it’s a matter of submitting to the Lord’s chastening hand upon us. When we suffer reversals in business or setbacks in relationships, it would do us well to stop and seek the Lord rather than to merely figure out how to rectify the situation. Wise is the man or woman who, in humility, seeks the One who allowed those things to take place in the first place.

Isaiah 9:14–16
 

Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.

The ones who were to be leading and warning were teaching lies. As a result, the people were destroyed. In Acts 17, the apostle Paul said that those in the town of Berea were more noble than those in other areas because they searched the Scriptures to see if what Paul was saying was true according to the Word. That’s our responsibility. When we hear teaching and preaching and prophecies, we are to be Bereans. We are to search the Scriptures daily, not just being moved by a man or a moment, but rather, we’re to be searching the Scriptures to see if what we hear is in harmony with God’s heart and plan as revealed in His Word.

Isaiah 9:17–21
 

Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother. And he shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm: Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

Although they were united against Judah, the ten northern tribes were not united themselves—as seen in the bitterness between Manasseh and Ephraim—historically and geographically the two closest tribes of the ten. Drought, famine, and fire were the signs of God’s judgment and the results of His people’s rebellion against Him.

Chapter 10
 

Isaiah 10:1, 2
 

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed; To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!

In Matthew 23, Jesus picked up this same theme when He talked about the Pharisees. “They devour widows’ houses,” He said—evidently because they would solicit poor widows to support their ministry.

Isaiah 10:3, 4
 

And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory? Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

Although widows and orphans offered little resistance, those in power in Israel would soon come up against the power of the Assyrians and bow under it.

Isaiah 10:5
 

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.

In verse 5, the Lord speaks to the Assyrians, the instrument He would use to discipline His people.

Isaiah 10:6, 7
 

I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few.

“Assyrians, you were to have been an instrument of discipline, but you have become an instrument of destruction,” the Lord says through Isaiah. “I wanted to use you for My purposes, but you have exploited it for your own purposes. I wanted to use you as a paddle, but you have become a destroyer.”

Isaiah 10:8–13
 

For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings? Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols? Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man:

“Because of the haughtiness of your own heart, because you think it was your power and your ability to deal with other countries, I’m going to deal with you,” the Lord says to the Assyrians. “You were simply to be an instrument, but you thought it was your military might, your brilliant strategy, your prowess and ingenuity that allowed you to conquer this territory.”

Isaiah 10:14, 15
 

And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood.

This is a very key point for any who want to be used by the Lord. We need to realize we are nothing more than instruments in His hand. The Lord doesn’t need us, gang, for He can use rocks in our place (Luke 19:40). Yet He gives us the privilege of being used in His service. Therefore, when the Lord uses you, please understand it is not because of your great personality, the immensity of your faith, or the power of your prayer. Rather, He uses you solely because of His grace.

“Without Me, you can do nothing,” Jesus said (John 15:5). So why would we take pride in being used? We’re just tools in His hand. Here’s how to get put back in the toolbox real quickly: Think you’re special. Say, “Look what’s happening through me. What a man of God, what a giant of faith I must be!” You’ll be put back in the tool box immediately and God will reach for someone who is amazed to be used.

Isaiah 10:16–19
 

Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day; And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standardbearer fainteth. And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.

When this prophecy was fulfilled in 2 Kings 18, the general of the Assyrian army yelled to the people of Jerusalem who sat terrified on the walls, “You are going to be defeated. Your God is no different than the gods of the other countries we annihilated.” Hearing these threats, Hezekiah poured out His heart to the Lord.

“I will defend this city to save it,” the Lord answered (2 Kings 19:34).

Hezekiah heard these threats from Rabshakeh and Sennacherib and went before the Lord. He poured out his heart and the Lord said, “Don’t worry.” And that night, as 185,000 Assyrians were surrounding Jerusalem, it seemed as though the Jews didn’t have a chance. But they did have a prayer. The Lord sent one angel to go through the camp of the Assyrians and in one night 185,000 Assyrians soldiers died (2 Kings 19:35).

In Matthew 26, Jesus said to Peter, “Put away your sword. Don’t you know I could call twelve legions of angels?” (see Matthew 26:52, 53). Now, if one angel could kill 185,000 Assyrians, 48,000 angels could certainly take care of any problems facing Jesus.

Isaiah 10:20 (a)
 

And it shall come to pass in that day…

The phrase, “in that day,” speaks of the day of the Lord prophetically. The day of the Lord begins with the Tribulation—when the judgment of God is poured out upon a Christ-rejecting, sinful world.

Isaiah 10:20 (b)
 

…that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

Midway through the Tribulation period, the people of Israel will no longer rely on the one that smote them—a reference to the antichrist.

Isaiah 10:21–23
 

The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. For the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.

In the day of the Lord, the Jews scattered throughout the world shall return to Israel en masse.

Isaiah 10:24 (a)
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian…

“The Assyrian” not only speaks of the literal Assyrian of that day, but in this passage, it’s another name for antichrist, the coming world ruler.

Isaiah 10:24 (b)
 

…he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt

According to Revelation 13, antichrist will suddenly turn against Israel and seek to destroy her, just as Pharaoh did before him.

Isaiah 10:25–34
 

For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction. And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing. He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages: They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled. And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.

The cities listed here were on the path that the Assyrians took to carry the ten northern tribes into captivity. But because it’s in this section talking about “that day,” it is also a map of the route antichrist will take to enter Israel for the battle of Armageddon. In that day, the nations will be cut down. The people in rebellion against the Lord will be destroyed. It’s a dreadfully dark and depressing picture. But the first word of the next chapter is “And.” Therefore, there’s more to the story…

Chapter 11
 

After going through the Tribulation in chapter 10, we move into the kingdom age in chapters 11 and 12.

Isaiah 11:1 (a)
 

And…

The word “and” connects this chapter with the previous one.

Isaiah 11:1 (b)
 

…there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

As the nations are cut down, suddenly a branch springs up. Jesse was David’s father. Therefore, the rod speaks of David—the one to whom the Lord promised that his descendants would be on the throne forever, ultimately speaking of the Son of David, Jesus Christ. The word “Branch” is capitalized because the word is netser in Hebrew, the word from which we get “Nazarene.” Nazareth was a hick-town in the northern area of Israel. It was also the town where Joseph and Mary raised Jesus. In Matthew 2, we read that when Joseph and Mary went into that region it was done to fulfill the prophecy seen here in Isaiah that He would be called a Nazarene.

Isaiah 11:2
 

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

At His baptism, the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove and He was empowered for ministry and service. He was already filled with the Spirit, conceived by the Spirit—and yet now He was empowered for ministry.

How I hope and pray that each one of us might seek the anointing and empowering of the Holy Ghost. You might have been born again twenty years ago, but if you haven’t been empowered with the Spirit, you are missing out on a very important, impacting part of the Christian experience.

How can you receive this empowering? Just ask (Luke 11:13).

Isaiah 11:3–5
 

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

After seeing the Person of the kingdom, we see the purpose for the kingdom for in that day, righteousness will be the standard for judgment and correction.

You might think you’re craving a newer car or a bigger house. But once you get them, you’ll realize they’re not what you craved at all. In actuality, we’re all looking for the kingdom—the kingdom within, which is righteousness, peace, and joy (Romans 14:17)—and the external kingdom which will be instituted when Jesus comes back to rule and to reign.

Isaiah 11:6–9
 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

Here, we see the peace of the kingdom.

If you look at creation, you can see something of God. But nature doesn’t give a full revelation of God because, although we can gain insight into His ingenuity and creativity, we won’t see His love since nature is constantly at war with itself through the survival of the fittest and the devouring of one animal by another. Nature can’t tell us of the love of God because Adam’s fall affected all of nature. That, however, will be reversed when Jesus comes back—for then a little child will be able to lead a menagerie of otherwise deadly animals.

Isaiah 11:10–12
 

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

The program of the kingdom is to restore Israel. We have seen the first gathering of Israel with the Zionist movement, beginning in the late 1800s, climaxing in 1948 when Israel became a nation. But the Lord says there will be a second gathering and that He is going to pull Jews from the four corners of the earth to reestablish them in the land of Israel.

Isaiah 11:13
 

The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.

“Ephraim” is another name for the ten northern tribes. Following Solomon’s reign, a civil war took place in Israel. In the kingdom age, however, that division will be obliterated as Israel is reunited.

Isaiah 11:14, 15
 

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey them. And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod.

Just as He used a wind to part the Red Sea in the Book of Exodus (14:21), God will use the wind to part the waters again so that His people can return to Israel.

Isaiah 11:16
 

And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” Isaiah will later prophesy. “Make straight in the desert a highway for our God” (40:3). This highway speaks of God’s desire to remove all obstacles in the way of His peoples’ return to Him. Of course, John the Baptist would echo Isaiah’s words in reference to Jesus (Matthew 3:3), for God’s heart is always that people have direct access to Him.

Chapter 12
 

Isaiah 12:1 (a)
 

And in that day…

Again, this phrase tells us that, in addition to an application to Isaiah’s day, there is a prophetic application of this passage.

Isaiah 12:1 (b), 2
 

…thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

Who has become Israel’s salvation? Jehovah. Jehovah-shuah means “Jehovah is salvation.” It is a name that was shortened to Joshua. Joshua is the Hebrew form of the Greek name, Jesus. So, who is to become Israel’s salvation? In that day, they will acknowledge that it is Jesus.

Isaiah 12:3
 

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

“Whoever drinks of that water will thirst again,” Jesus said to the woman at the well (John 4:13). The crazy thing about the water of the world is that it only makes you thirsty. If you draw from the wells of materialism or hedonism, you’ll have to return because you’ll only want more. If you’re thirsty today, don’t go back to the old watering holes. They won’t satisfy you. Come to the Lord and drink afresh.

Isaiah 12:4–6
 

And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

This beautiful picture of the kingdom comes to a close with a song of praise, and we enter a new section…

Chapter 13
 

In chapters 13 through 23, we come to a passage called the book of burdens in which judgments are pronounced upon the nine nations surrounding Israel and Judah. They were called burdens for a reason. That is, they were heavy on his heart. These burdens hurt Isaiah deeply. May that be true of us, as well. When we share the reality of the consequences of sin, of the reality of hell, may the Lord help us to have hearts that are broken. May He give us compassion that is obvious and concern that is very clear to those with whom we share.

Isaiah’s book of burdens begins with a judgment pronounced against Babylon, the area of present-day southern Iraq…

Isaiah 13:1–4
 

The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see. Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles. I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highness. The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the LORD of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

As we have seen, many of the prophecies in Isaiah have a double fulfillment. There is a present application to a historical situation. But they also look down the tunnel of time prophetically and speak of the end of the ages. The nation of Babylon plays a major part in prophetic Scripture. Revelation 17 and 18 speak of Babylon as representing both a commercial and religious system that are false and abominable. In other words, Babylon speaks of the kingdom of this world—the false systems set up by the god of this world, Satan himself.

Isaiah 13:5
 

They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

The kingdoms will come together in the end times for the battle of Armageddon.

Isaiah 13:6–9
 

Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall melt: And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames. Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.

In Isaiah’s day, this spoke of the surprise invasion of Babylon by the Medes and the Persians (Daniel 5). Looking ahead, of course, it speaks of the Tribulation period.

Isaiah 13:10
 

For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

Jesus would pull from this same passage, saying that the sun, moon, and stars would all be dark following the Tribulation period (Matthew 24:29).

Isaiah 13:11
 

And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

What is the purpose of the Tribulation period? Not only is it to deal with Israel, who has rejected Messiah, but to judge a world that has cursed the cause of Christ and His kingdom.

Isaiah 13:12
 

I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.

Those who realize that Jesus is Lord will be refined like gold. How is gold refined? In fire. Thus, good will come from the fire of the Tribulation period for perhaps millions will be refined, will be saved.

Isaiah 13:13
 

Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.

In the Tribulation period, God will shake the heavens and the earth shall “remove out of her place.” The earth is presently “out of her place” because it’s tilted on its axis. This means there is a great possibility that at one time, the earth stood straight on its axis. This would explain the evidence of vegetation under the polar ice caps. But something cataclysmic happened—perhaps the result of Lucifer being cast out of heaven or the collapse of the water canopy at the time of the Genesis Flood.

It is very possible that, in the time of shaking and tribulation, the earth will be set back straight. This would cause the polar caps to melt and the world to become uniformly tropical once again.

Isaiah 13:14–19
 

And it shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up: they shall every man turn to his own people, and flee every one into his own land. Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is joined unto them shall fall by the sword. Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished. Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

Turning again to Isaiah’s day, the Lord said Babylon would be crushed by the Medes. In Isaiah’s day, the Medes were nothing more than a group of nomads. Yet two hundred years later, the Medes would ally with the Persians and would invade Babylon. Were Isaiah simply making educated guesses, he would have said it would be the Assyrians who would destroy Babylon. Yet the Lord prophesied through him that it would be the Medes who would come against Babylon. And history, of course, would prove it to be so.

Isaiah 13:20–22
 

It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.

“Babylon will be desolate,” Isaiah prophesied. If you go to the spot where the ancient city of Babylon was located, you will find nothing. In fact, the locals refuse to even pitch their tents on the site of ancient Babylon. They call it the place where the demons dance—just as Isaiah prophesied.

Chapter 14
 

Isaiah 14:1–4
 

For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob. And the people shall take them, and bring them to their place: and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the LORD for servants and handmaids: and they shall take them captives, whose captives they were; and they shall rule over their oppressors. And it shall come to pass in the day that the LORD shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!

Many historians and archaeologists believe that the Babylonian empire was the greatest empire in the history of humanity. It was an incredible city, a mystical, somewhat magical place in the eyes of the people. And yet here we are told that this golden city would cease to exist. In Revelation 18:2, we see the same sort of phrase when we read that the false commercial system and religious system will be destroyed.

Isaiah 14:5–9
 

The LORD hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. He who smote the people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up against us. Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

This is a reference to the fact that antichrist will eventually be destroyed. But then we read of the power behind antichrist…

Isaiah 14:10–17
 

All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?

In this we see Satan’s power aborted, his ultimate destiny being hell, and his pride the reason for his rebellion.

Beware of religions that tell you you’ll be like God, for that’s the very reason Lucifer, the archangel, was cast down from heaven to earth. There is only one true and living God.

For topical study of Isaiah 14:12–17, see “Lucifer.” 

Isaiah 14:18–23
 

All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house. But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet. Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned. Prepare slaughter for his children for the iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities. For I will rise up against them, saith the LORD of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the LORD. I will also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith the LORD of hosts.

Babylon will be cut off. There won’t be a name, a remnant, or even a distant relative left. That’s why none of us knows a Babylonian. An entire civilization was destroyed, just as Isaiah prophesied.

Isaiah 14:24
 

The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

What a fantastic verse this is. What God determines always comes to pass. And He determines great things for you, for we read in Philippians 1:6 that He who has begun a good work in you shall complete it. He is determined He’s going to complete the good work He started in you. And what He determines always comes to pass.

Isaiah 14:25–27
 

That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

Again, in addition to the present reference to the Assyrians, the prophetic reference is to antichrist.

Isaiah 14:28–31
 

In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden. Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent. And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety: and I will kill thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant. Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dissolved: for there shall come from the north a smoke, and none shall be alone in his appointed times.

From 2 Chronicles 26, we know that Uzziah had subdued “Palestina,” or the Philistines—who lived in the area southwest of Jerusalem. But, because Ahaz was a weak king, the Philistines were actually able to take possession of some cities in the southern part of the kingdom of Judah. Here, Isaiah prophesies that one would ascend the throne of Judah who would be more dangerous to the Philistines than Ahaz ever was. That man would be Hezekiah. And, indeed, Scripture records that “he smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza and the borders thereof” (2 Kings 18:8).

Isaiah 14:32
 

What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.

Hezekiah would ascribe his victory to God (2 Chronicles 32:23)—evidence of the nature of this godly king.




LUCIFER

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 14:12–17


In Isaiah 14, we come to a passage that deals with the judgment of the nation of Babylon. The king of Babylon is indicted for wickedness. And yet Isaiah is inspired by the Spirit to see that the real problem was not the king of Babylon, but the power behind him, the power that was manipulating him—Lucifer. Along with Ezekiel 28, this passage gives us tremendous understanding of this being that causes problems and destruction in this world. In it, we see that Satan’s power was aborted, that his plans were absurd and that his pride will be abased.

Satan’s Power Was Aborted


How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!
Isaiah 14:12


Lucifer literally means “shining one” or “light bearer.” In Ezekiel 28:14, he’s called the anointed cherub. It would seem that he was the highest of all angelic beings. He was created with incredible beauty, authority, and responsibility. He was the sun of the morning. Yet, it is in Satan that sin has its origin, for, because he had free will, he became proud and launched a rebellion against God. One-third of the angelic creatures joined him and in so doing became fallen angels or demonic spirits.

When Lucifer launched his rebellion, he was cast out of heaven. When did this happen?

In Genesis 1:1, we read that, in the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. And then, somewhat mysteriously, verse 2 says the earth was without form and void, or, in Hebrew, tohuw va bohuw, which means “desolate” or “in disorder.”

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.
Isaiah 45:18


Here we see tohuw va bohuw again. But this time, the meaning is that God didn’t create the world for He did not create the world in disrepair. So the question is, if God didn’t create the world in disrepair, what happened?

During the time between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, Satan launched his rebellion. Lucifer, this anointed cherub, was cast down from heaven and became the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4), the prince of this world (John 12:31), the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

When he was cast down from heaven to earth, incredible cataclysmic changes took place on the planet. For example, how do all of the prehistoric animals fit into the biblical account of creation? I suggest one likely possibility is that these were part of the first creation recorded in Genesis 1:1. But when Satan was cast out of heaven to earth, everything changed radically. This would explain why grass was found in the mouths of the wooly mammoths that were frozen instantaneously. It has also been suggested by many scientists that this was when the world tilted on its axis. If Lucifer was cast down after Genesis 1:1, it would be the re-creation of the world that we read of in Genesis 1:2–31.

Lucifer was cast down to earth in his first rebellion. But Revelation 20 tells us about a second rebellion when he will be cast down to hell…

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Revelation 20:7–10


After the Millennium—when Jesus Christ comes back and rules and reigns on the earth for 1,000 years—Satan will be released and he will seek to seduce those who were born in the kingdom age. At that time, when his final rebellion is over, he will be cast into hell itself.

Jesus spoke of hell frequently as a place where there is weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth, where men will seek to destroy themselves, but will be unable to do so. God never intended hell for anyone but the devil and his fallen angels. If people really want to go to hell, they can—but the only way is to trample on the Cross of Calvary, to say, “I don’t care what Jesus did for me.” I’m convinced it’s hard to be lost. God will only let you go if you demand it.

Satan’s Plans Were Absurd


For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.
Isaiah 14:13, 14


Satan had an “I” problem. We see the word “I” five times in these two verses. He coveted God’s raised position in heaven. He coveted God’s ruling power. He coveted God’s royal palace. He coveted God’s regal presence. Finally, he coveted God’s rightful preeminence. “I will be like the most High,” he says. But this convicts and challenges me because I can have the same tendency.

Several years ago, I was about to address a group of 500 pastors from across the United States. As I drove, I began to pray. “Lord,” I said, “I want to be just like You.” And the Lord spoke to my heart so powerfully that I had to stop the car and pull over.

He simply said one word: “Why?”

Do you want to be like God? It’s a wonderful ambition if your heart is right. But why do you want to be like Him? Is it so people will appreciate you? Is it so people will respond to your teaching? Is it so people will think you’re a spiritual giant? Is it so you’ll be successful and see miracles? Or do you want to be like the Lord so you, too, can be forgotten, despised, and misunderstood; a failure in the sight of the world and in the eyes of your colleagues?

Next time we pray, “Lord, make me like You,” let’s realize it means carrying the cross and being despised—otherwise our plans are as absurd as Satan’s.

Satan’s Pride Will Be Abased


Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?
Isaiah 14:15–17


Not only will Satan be destroyed in hell, but he will also be derided there. People will look at him and say, “Is this the one that made the earth to tremble? Is this the one that caused so many problems?”

We know that Satan is a roaring lion—and yet on the Cross of Calvary he had his teeth kicked out. Therefore, while he can intimidate and threaten you, he can’t have victory over you because James tells us that he flees if we simply resist him (4:7).

• “Want to see that movie?” he whispers.

 Just say no—and he’s gone.

• “Want to hear this gossssip?” he hisses.

 Just say no—and he’s gone.

In Revelation 12:10, we read that Satan is the accuser of the brethren, who accuses us day and night. That is, he not only lures us into sin, but he accuses us of it continually. But Revelation 12:11 says that he is overcome by the blood and the testimony. How did Jesus overcome Satan? By shedding His own blood and by submitting to the Word (Matthew 4:1–11).








Gang, the power of the enemy that seeks to do us in at every turn has been aborted; his plans are always absurd; and his pride will soon be abased. Therefore, by the power of the blood of Jesus Christ and the authority of His Word, you can overcome him today, even as he will one day be overcome forever.

 

Chapter 15
 

At the time Isaiah was prophesying, war clouds were gathering in the north. The awesome, seemingly invincible Assyrian empire was preparing to move out in its attempt to conquer the world. That is the scene as Isaiah continues to prophesy concerning the countries that would be affected by this invasion and by the judgment that was falling due to their hard-heartedness and rebellion against a God who desired to draw them to Himself. Here, in chapter 11, we come to the judgment against Moab, the area of present-day Jordan…

Isaiah 15:1
 

The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence; because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence;

The Assyrians made a night strike against Moab with quick and deadly precision.

Isaiah 15:2–9
 

He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places, to weep: Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba: on all their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off. In their streets they shall gird themselves with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and in their streets, every one shall howl, weeping abundantly. And Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh: their voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz: therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life shall be grievous unto him. My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old: for by the mounting up of Luhith with weeping shall they go it up; for in the way of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of destruction. For the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate: for the hay is withered away, the grass faileth, there is no green thing. Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, shall they carry away to the brook of the willows. For the cry is gone round about the borders of Moab; the howling thereof unto Eglaim, and the howling thereof unto Beer-elim. For the waters of Dimon shall be full of blood: for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him that escapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of the land.

There would be a great howling, a deep lamenting over the coming judgment and invasion. Those who thought they could escape the Assyrian army would be consumed by lions. In this, it’s as if God was saying, “You can’t beat the rap. Even if you elude the Assyrians, there will be lions waiting to devour you.”

“Be sure your sin will find you out,” Numbers 32:23 declares. We might think we can get away with sin—but the only solution is to be cleansed from it by the blood Jesus shed when He died in our place.

Chapter 16
 

Here in chapter 16, we come to a prophecy that had immediate application for the people in Isaiah’s day—but also prophetic implication for us in our day.

Isaiah 16:1–4
 

Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion. For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon. Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wandereth. Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.

Many Bible scholars believe this passage speaks of the rock city of Petra. If you go to Jordan, you can take a tour of this amazing site. For centuries, no one knew Petra’s location, for it is built in rock cliffs in a valley with only a single entrance that, in many places, is only wide enough for two horses to walk side by side.

When antichrist comes, he will negotiate a peace treaty in the Middle East. But halfway through the seven-year tribulation period, he will go into the temple and demand to be worshiped as God. At that point, the people of Israel will realize that the so-called man of peace is out to destroy them. In Matthew 24, Jesus talks about this event, saying to the Jews, “When you see the abomination of desolation, when you see antichrist go into the temple, run for your life.” Where will they run? Bible scholars believe this place “prepared of God” is the rock city of Petra.

Isaiah 16:5–8
 

And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud: even of his haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath: but his lies shall not be so. Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl: for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are stricken. For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have broken down the principal plants thereof, they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered through the wilderness: her branches are stretched out, they are gone over the sea.

Isaiah’s prophecy continues concerning the destruction Moab would experience before becoming a place of covering. That’s what happened to Petra. An entire civilization was annihilated but the place of covering remains to this day and will be put into service in the last half of the Tribulation.

Isaiah 16:9–14
 

Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer the vine of Sibmah: I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is fallen. And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be shouting: the treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses; I have made their vintage shouting to cease. Wherefore my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh. And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail. This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning Moab since that time. But now the LORD hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the remnant shall be very small and feeble.

Within three years of Isaiah’s prophecy, Assyria came into the area and wiped out the Moabites. Only a small remnant was left—and even they eventually perished.

Chapter 17
 

In chapter 17, we come to the prophecy of judgment against the Syrians.

Isaiah 17:1, 2
 

The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

Damascus was the capital city of Syria. Because the Syrians were the instigators of the alliance with Israel against Judah (chapter 7), they would be judged first.

Isaiah 17:3, 4
 

The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the LORD of hosts. And in that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean.

Ephraim is another name for the ten northern tribes. It was Damascus and Ephraim who formed an alliance, saying to Judah, “Join with us. The Assyrians are coming.” But the Lord spoke to Isaiah, saying, “Don’t look to man. Seek Me.” Here, the Lord, through Isaiah, is reiterating the fact that, because they forgot the Lord, Israel, along with Syria would be destroyed.

Isaiah 17:5
 

And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim.

The valley of Rephaim was noted for its fertility. As corn was harvested in this fertile valley, the once-thriving nations of Syria and Israel would one day be laid bare.

Isaiah 17:6 (a)
 

Yet…

As seen throughout Scripture, the appearance of even a small word can give infinite hope even in the darkest of days…

And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. Genesis 6:7, 8


…for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7 (b)


Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah. Psalm 49:14, 15


Therefore, like Job, who said, “Even though I don’t understand what God is doing, yet will I trust Him” (see Job 13:15) and like Habakkuk, who said, “Even though everything is falling down around me, yet I will rejoice in the Lord” (see Habakkuk 3:18), we can inject a small word of faith and thereby change our entire outlook on even the darkest situation.

Isaiah 17:6 (b)–8
 

…gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the LORD God of Israel. At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel. And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images.

Like the grapes left at the top of an olive tree, those who trusted in God rather than in the idols that surrounded them would be saved even as their idolatrous countrymen were carried away.

Isaiah 17:9–11
 

In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch, which they left because of the children of Israel: and there shall be desolation. Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips: In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

“Strange slips” is believed to be a reference to plants from foreign countries the Israelites imported and added to their well-cultivated land. Unfortunately, they didn’t stop with the import of greenery, but also clung to the foreign gods of surrounding nations rather than looking only to Jehovah, the “Rock of their strength.” And because of this, they would eventually be defeated.

Isaiah 17:12–14
 

Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning he is not. This is the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.

Of Assyria’s awesome army, the Lord says, “In the evening time, they’ll have trouble and in the morning be not.” That’s exactly what happened. When Assyria finally came down and surrounded Jerusalem, Hezekiah and Isaiah went into the temple and spread out the intimidating letters of the Assyrians before the Lord. “Lord, we look to You,” they prayed. “You are our shield and defender” (Isaiah 37). That night, a single angel was dispatched from the Lord to kill the entire Assyrian army (2 Kings 19:35). And, just as Isaiah prophesied, in the morning, they were not.

I wonder how many of us are facing seemingly insurmountable odds or tremendously difficult situations. We try to figure out what kind of alliance we can form, what kind of adjustments we can make, what kind of schemes we can employ—yet all the while the Lord says, “I’ll take care of it. Trust in Me.”

Chapter 18
 

Isaiah 18:1–7
 

Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down, whose land the rivers have spoiled! All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. For so the LORD said unto me, I will take my rest, and I will consider in my dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches. They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth: and the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them. In that time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.

The Ethiopians had sent ambassadors to the Jews asking them to join an alliance against the Assyrians. The Lord, however, said, “Refuse their invitation. I’ll take care of the Assyrians in My own time.” That’s the point the Lord makes over and over again. “When will the nations look to Me, wait on Me, trust in Me?” He asks. “How long will they try to succeed in their own abilities only to fail miserably?”

Not only is this a word for nations—but for each of us in our own situations.

Chapter 19
 

In chapter 19, we come to judgment pronounced against Egypt…

Isaiah 19:1, 2
 

The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it. And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom.

The Lord had no shortage of ways to bring nations down. In the case of the Egyptians, He used civil war.

Isaiah 19:3
 

And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards.

Following their seventy-year captivity in Babylon, the Jews never again fell prey to idolatry. One would think the same would be true of the Egyptians following the poor showing of their wizards at the time of the ten plagues. But, as seen here, such was not the case.

Isaiah 19:4
 

And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts.

Nebuchadnezzar was the first of the cruel lords that ruled Egypt, followed by a succession of oppressive Persian kings.

Isaiah 19:5–11
 

And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up. And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither. The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more. The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish. Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded. And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish. Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings?

We have seen fulfillment of this prophecy in our own day. The theory behind the Aswan Dam, considered one of the great projects of modern technology, was that, by controlling the flow of the Nile River, Egypt could be more productive in her farming. But it ended up costing her over a million acres of farmland as silt was caught in the dam and salt water began to work its way up the Nile. The nutrients previously carried down the river no longer flowed. Instead, snails proliferated and destroyed the reeds—just as Isaiah prophesied.

Isaiah 19:12–15
 

Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof. The LORD hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do.

True to this prophecy, to this day, the Egyptian economy remains unstable.

Isaiah 19:16, 17
 

In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which he shaketh over it. And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the LORD of hosts, which he hath determined against it.

For many centuries, who would have ever thought that the Egyptians would be terrorized by the Jews?

Isaiah 19:18–21
 

In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction. In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD. And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform it.

After the days of confusion and confounding, there will come a time when Egypt will acknowledge the sovereignty and reality of the Lord, for God’s plan is to include Egypt in the millennial kingdom.

Isaiah 19:22
 

And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them.

This smiting of Egypt is a reference to Daniel 11:40. In the Tribulation period, the antichrist will conquer Egypt to take over all of Africa. But the Lord shall heal Egypt, and her people will acknowledge Him.

Isaiah 19:23–25
 

In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land: Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

Assyria, or Iraq, and Egypt will come to Jerusalem on the highway of holiness not to attack the Jews but to worship with them. What a sight that will be as the Egyptians come from the south and the Iraqis come from the north to worship the true and living God with His people.

Chapter 20
 

Isaiah 20:1–4
 

In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it; At the same time spake the LORD by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.

Tartan was the general of the invading Assyrian army. Ashdod was one of the five cities of the Philistines. It was when Assyria invaded Ashdod that the Lord told Isaiah to take off his clothes and shoes and to walk naked and barefoot as a sign to the people of Egypt and Ethiopia. Why would the Lord have His prophet walk around naked? Because He loves people deeply (2 Peter 3:9).

You see, God was not concerned only about the nation of Israel. I think of Jonah. God cared about the Assyrians so much that he sent Jonah to Nineveh, their capital city, to tell them to repent. In Exodus 19:6, God told the people of Israel that they were to be a kingdom of priests. A priest is one who stands before the people on behalf of God and stands before God on behalf of the people. Therefore, Israel was to be a spokesman for God to all of the other nations of the world. Israel was to be a missionary nation. Entrusted with the Word of God, they were to reflect and radiate God’s reality to the entire world.

But Israel made the mistake that we are sometimes vulnerable to making. That is, Israel kept the word to herself and saw the surrounding nations as nothing more than fuel for the fires of hell. We must not fall into Israel’s error, having no compassion or concern for those around us who are headed for hell.

We want to be powerful men of God or women of faith—as long as people marvel at our spirituality. But what about when we’re told to walk naked? Oh, God won’t call any of us to be physically naked. He does, however, call us to share the naked truth, the honest truth with candor. And yet I see us shirking away from the truth. Consequently, we live next to people year after year without ever saying, “I must be honest with you. God loves you but the wages of sin is death. And, according to John 3:36, he that has the Son has life but the wrath of God abides on the one who doesn’t have the Son. You might be angry with me for saying that, but I must be honest with you. You need Jesus. You must be born again or you’ll be destroyed.”

How long has it been since you bared your heart to an unbeliever? God not only told Isaiah to bare his soul, but later Himself would do the same thing. As the Son of man, He would bare His soul in His teaching, bare His life by speaking honestly, and bare His body on the Cross of Calvary—all to bear the sins of humanity. He could have said, “I will not be humiliated. I will not be disgraced by these savages.” Instead, He said, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.” Jesus died naked and exposed because He cared about me personally. He cared about you passionately.

Is it any wonder Isaiah would obey the command—no matter how embarrassing—of a God like that?

Isaiah 20:5, 6
 

And they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. And the inhabitant of this isle shall say in that day, Behold, such is our expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria: and how shall we escape?

“How shall we escape?” the Philistines would say when they saw the Ethiopians and the Egyptians, their allies, being carried away naked and barefoot by the Assyrians. That’s always the way it is—for as long as we depend on men and look to men, we’ll never have true deliverance.

Chapter 21
 

Isaiah 21:1 (a)
 

The burden of the desert of the sea.…

“The desert of the sea” is a phrase that refers to Babylon because it was flat and it had abundant water from the Euphrates. Assyria was the dominant empire, but Babylon was beginning to emerge and would become the greatest empire the world had ever seen.

Isaiah 21:1 (b), 2
 

…As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land. A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease.

This is an incredible prophecy because at the time it was given, Elam, or Persia, and Media were just pipsqueak powers. Media was still a nomadic group of people cruising through the desert. And yet the Lord here is saying Babylon would be destroyed not by Assyria but rather by the Medes and the Persians. It seemed preposterous—and yet that’s exactly what happened. Cyrus, king of the Medo-Persian empire would stop the flow of the river that went into Babylon. And his men would actually go underneath the gates where the river once flowed and take the city by stealth.

Isaiah 21:3, 4
 

Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it. My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me.

The realization that judgment was coming brought Isaiah no joy. The destruction was so real to him that he himself felt tortured inside. I’m praying that the Lord might do much more of that in our lives because we talk sometimes quite easily about heaven and hell, without really being broken and hurting over the fact that people we care about deeply are truly headed for judgment and an eternity apart from God. Isaiah had not only a prophetic message but a prophetic heart.

Isaiah 21:5–9
 

Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth. And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he hearkened diligently with much heed: And he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights: And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.

The very night Babylon fell historically, when the Medo-Persian troops entered the city, Belshazzar, the king of Babylon, was throwing a huge party with all of his princes. They knew the Medes and Persians were outside the city walls. But, with walls so thick that chariot races were held on top, they thought their city was absolutely invincible. “Let those guys camp out for years outside of our city,” the princes of Babylon said. “They’ll never get in.” But the very night they were eating, drinking, and polishing their shields, reveling in their power and prowess, their city fell.

So too, in the Tribulation period, an angel will fly across the sky saying, “Babylon is fallen” (Revelation 14:8). Commercial Babylon and religious Babylon—the economic and religious systems of the world—will fall in the Tribulation period because God is not into religious systems. He’s into relationships—personal, real, and vibrant.

Isaiah 21:10–12
 

O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard of the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you. The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come.

“Watchman, what of the night?” people ask in our day. “Why does everything look so dark? Is there any hope?”

We are to be the watchmen, for Jesus said we are to watch for His coming (Matthew 24:42).

But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Matthew 24:48–51


If we really believed Jesus could come back today, there would be no more negative talk, no more gossip, slander, or innuendo among us. That is why John tells us that whoever has the hope of Jesus coming purifies himself (1 John 3:3).

Yes, the world is dark, but if we’re not consumed with “smiting our fellowservants,” we can say to a world in the dark, “Light is coming. The King is about to come. Jesus Christ is about to return. There is hope for this planet.”

Isaiah 21:13
 

The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim.

In Arabia, there were two major tribes: Sheba and Dedan. In Ezekiel 38, these two tribes of Arabia, along with Tarshish and the young lions of Tarshish protest when Russia comes down from the north and invades the Middle East. Prophetically, this tells me that Israel does not need to fear Saudi Arabia.

Isaiah 21:14–17
 

The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled. For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken it.

In essence, this prophecy says that within one year, Arabia would be destroyed. Indeed, exactly one year from the time it was given, in the year 716 B.C., Sargon, the Assyrian took control of Arabia.

Chapter 22
 

Isaiah 22:1 (a)
 

The burden of the valley of vision.…

Chapter 22 still deals with the Assyrian threat as it relates to Jerusalem. Although Jerusalem is built on a hill, it is surrounded by more prominent mountains, so it is, in a sense, a valley.

Isaiah 22:1 (b)
 

…What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops?

When there was trouble coming, the people of Jerusalem would go to their roofs to scout out the situation.

Isaiah 22:2–11 (a)
 

Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle. All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, which have fled from far. Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people. For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains. And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield. And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate. And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest. Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool. And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall. Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool…

From their housetops, the Jews could see the Assyrians coming. So what did they do? They fortified their city. They broke down their houses and used the materials to make the wall around the city stronger. They dug a tunnel 1,777 feet through solid rock from the pool of Siloam to the spring of Gihon outside the city walls so that they could have a fresh water supply during the siege of battle.

And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together to him in the street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortably to them, saying, Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be more with us than with him: With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 2 Chronicles 32:6–8


Hezekiah, a godly king, one of the great kings in the history of Judah, not only fortified the city and prepared the army, but he also encouraged the people to trust in the Lord.

Isaiah 22:11 (b)
 

…but…

Although Hezekiah and his people were doing all they could to defend themselves, they failed to do the most essential thing…

Isaiah 22:11 (c)–14
 

…ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago. And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die. And it was revealed in mine ears by the LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

The prophet Isaiah came on the scene at this time and said, “You’re missing the mark. You’ve made these preparations, but you’re still eating and drinking and going about your business in a way that is displeasing to the Lord.”

Although the plans were made, the Word was shared, and the encouragement was given, the turning point didn’t come until Hezekiah said, “Lord, help us” (2 Kings 19:16–19). And, although the battle hadn’t even begun, it was actually at that very point that it was won.

The same is still true. You can be an expert in the Scriptures, but if your knowledge doesn’t send you to your knees before the Lord in humility and sincerity, all of the promises and encouragement therein will profit you nothing. It is not enough to simply know the Word, gang, for it isn’t until you fall on your face in brokenness before the Lord that victory begins.

Isaiah 22:15–18
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say, What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock? Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover thee. He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord’s house.

At this time, with the invasion imminent, Shebna, who was a statesman in Jerusalem, was building his own tomb, evidently sparing no expense.

Isaiah 22:19
 

And I will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down.

Shebna was called on the carpet by the Lord for preparing for his own burial rather than praying.

Isaiah 22:20–22
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah: And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.

In speaking to the church at Philadelphia in Revelation 3, Jesus said, “I am the One who opens doors no man can shut and shuts doors no man can open.” Therefore, because he is clothed and strengthened by God, because he has the government in his hand even as Jesus bore the government on His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6), and because he opens doors no man can shut and shuts doors no man can open, I see Eliakim as a type of Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 22:23–25
 

And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father’s house. And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the LORD hath spoken it.

Jesus Christ would be fastened with a nail in a sure place—the Cross—for our sins. Unlike Shebna, Jesus didn’t build a sepulcher for Himself. Instead, He gave of Himself on the Cross of Calvary. Not building a sepulcher for Himself, as did Shebna, but rather giving of Himself on the Cross of Calvary. Jesus didn’t come to beat us into bloody submission or bludgeon us to do His will. Rather, He came to fasten Himself to a cross. He came to die.

Chapter 23
 

In the twenty-third chapter of Isaiah, we come to the final burden judgment pronounced on the nations surrounding Israel and Judah. Here, judgment is pronounced on the Phoenician city of Tire, or present-day Lebanon. So capable a seafaring people were the people of Tyre that there has been speculation that they actually reached the shores of North America. And, because they used their navy for commerce as well as for conquest, they grew very wealthy.

Isaiah 23:1
 

The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them.

Even the people inhabiting Chittim, or the present-day island of Cypress, would hear about the judgment coming down on the city of Tyre.

In Ezekiel 26, we find a fuller description of what would take place in God’s judgment of the city of Tyre…

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD: and it shall become a spoil to the nations. And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall know that I am the LORD. For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much people. He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift up the buckler against thee. And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach. With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground. Ezekiel 26:3–11


In this prophecy, the Lord said He would bring Nebuchadnezzar with horses and chariots to besiege and eventually destroy the city. In 585 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar did just that. For thirteen years, he besieged Tyre. During this time, he would occasionally pull back to mount other campaigns—but he would always return and continue his attack against Tyre. After thirteen years, he was finally successful. But when his troops burst into the city at last, they were shocked to find hardly anyone there. During the lengthy siege, the majority of the people of Tyre had fled through the “back door” and took ships to an island a mile out at sea. There, they reestablished their city. Ill-equipped to wage a naval campaign, Nebuchadnezzar’s victory must have felt somewhat hollow.

But Ezekiel’s prophecy continues…

And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. Ezekiel 26:12


In 332 B.C., Alexander the Great made his way into the area. Also lacking a navy, he was unable to conquer the Phoenicians so he ordered the ruins of the old city of Tyre to be cast into the sea. With them, he constructed a causeway from the old city to the island city. Having done this, he was able to annihilate the island city of Tyre.

But Ezekiel’s prophecy continues…

And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. Ezekiel 26:13, 14


Although Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the first city and Alexander the second, Tyre rose one more time and became a commercial center, controlled by Muslims. When the Crusaders arrived in 1190, they drove the Muslims out but used the city as a base of operations. Several years later, the Muslims drove the Crusaders out. But because they felt the city had been polluted by the Crusaders, they tore it down and pushed the remains into the sea. That is why, if you go to the site of Tyre today, you’ll find nothing there. Although there is a city named Tyre in Lebanon, it is not the same location. The only thing you’ll find at the original site of Tyre is a fishing village where fishermen spread their nets—exactly as God said.

Isaiah 23:2, 3
 

Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished. And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of nations.

The stillness following the defeat of Tyre would be a marked contrast to the bustle of commerce that once characterized her.

Isaiah 23:4
 

Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the sea hath spoken, even the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins.

Zidon refers to all of Phoenicia—which would be greatly weakened by the destruction of Tyre.

Isaiah 23:5–7
 

As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely pained at the report of Tyre. Pass ye over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn.

Because Tyre had been a hub of commerce, her destruction would affect the economy of the entire region.

Isaiah 23:8, 9
 

Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the earth? The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth.

Tyre had become so pompous and proud that the Lord ordained it would be scrapped like a rock—which is exactly what the Muslims did after they drove out the Crusaders.

Isaiah 23:10–16
 

Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tarshish: there is no more strength. He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the kingdoms: the LORD hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof. And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest. Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness: they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your strength is laid waste. And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot. Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered.

The period from the time Nebuchadnezzar began his reign to the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus was seventy years. At that point, the cities, like Tyre, that Nebuchadnezzar had taken were liberated.

Isaiah 23:17, 18
 

And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the LORD will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

Isaiah prophesied that this proud, pompous city would be pushed into the sea and carried into captivity. Yet the time would come when her merchandise would be used to give honor to the Lord. In writing of the coming kingdom, the psalmist declared that Tyre would bring riches to the Lord (Psalm 45:12). This speaks to me of the incredible grace and mercy of our Father—always ready to give people another chance to come to Him.

This proud, pompous city would be pushed into the city, would be carried into captivity—and yet the time is coming when her merchandise would be used to give honor to the Lord. In the days of the kingdom, Psalm 45:12 indicates that in the kingdom age, Tyre will resurface and will use her riches to bring glory to the Lord.

Chapter 24
 

Chapters 24, 25, and 26 are very interesting for they deal with the time known as the day of the Lord. When you come across that phrase, it speaks of a time when the Lord will intervene in history in a way that will be obvious to all the world. Presently, the Lord works in a mysterious manner. That is, the kingdom of God—righteousness, peace, and joy—is within us (Romans 14:17; Luke 17:21). But there’s coming a time when God will intervene physically. When the church is taken up, God’s wrath will come down and for seven years, this world will experience the judgment of God.

Isaiah 24:1
 

Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.

When you read Revelation 6 through 19, you realize this world is going to experience events of such magnitude that it will seem as if the world is turned upside down. Again, this could refer to the tilt of the axis that possibly took place when Lucifer was cast out of heaven or at the time of the Genesis Flood. Because this very possibly happened before, it could just as possibly happen again.

Spiritually, the world has already been turned upside down by a church so on fire for the Lord that the whole world was impacted (Acts 17:6). Oh, that the same would be true of us!

Isaiah 24:2
 

And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him.

The Tribulation period will be the great equalizer. No one will care who lives in the biggest house or who has the fanciest car when fifty-pound hailstones fall from heaven. In that day, when God’s judgment falls on this planet, everyone will be equally distressed. Even the rich and mighty will ask the rocks to fall upon them and kill them (Revelation 6:15, 16).

Concerning these times, Jesus said, “Pray that you might be found worthy to escape” (Luke 21:36). Who will escape? Those who are worthy. Who is worthy? Those who are in Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 24:3–6
 

The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.

Revelation 16:8, 9 tells us that, in the Tribulation, there will be a burning that ignites this planet. But when the scorching of the sun falls upon men, rather than repenting and humbling themselves before God, they’ll blaspheme His name.

Isaiah 24:7–12
 

The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merryhearted do sigh. The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth. They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it. The city of confusion is broken down: every house is shut up, that no man may come in. There is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. In the city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten with destruction.

Joy will have no place in the Tribulation period. At the beginning of the Tribulation, Revelation 6 tells us one-fourth of the world will be wiped out by war. Revelation 9 tells us one-third of those who remain will be wiped out by scorpions.

Why would a God of love do this? Because year after decade after generation, this God of love has been speaking to mankind—extending grace, love, and compassion. But man has rejected it all. So God, in His wisdom, will pour out His wrath to shake up the world. Some who would not respond to grace and love will turn to the Lord in that day. But most will die in their sin.

That’s why God devotes one-fourth of His Word to not only telling us of His love, grace, and mercy, but warning us of the consequences if we don’t respond. Sin must be judged or else God would not be just or holy. Therefore, man has a choice: to submit to the One who bore the judgment for his sin on the Cross of Calvary or to face the judgment that will be hurled upon him the day of Tribulation.

Isaiah 24:13–15
 

When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the LORD, they shall cry aloud from the sea. Wherefore glorify ye the LORD in the fires, even the name of the LORD God of Israel in the isles of the sea.

As seen throughout Scripture, even in judgment, God shows mercy, for here a remnant is saved who will praise Him both for His mercy and His majesty.

Isaiah 24:16–18
 

From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously. Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake.

Although mercy is shown to those who call upon the name of the Lord, judgment falls on those who refuse Him. So all-encompassing is this judgment that there is nowhere to hide. Those who flee from the noise will fall in the pit. Those who escape from the pit will fall into the snare as the windows of God are opened and judgment pours down.

Isaiah 24:19, 20
 

The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.

It’s no wonder that the earth will wobble like a drunkard for Revelation 8 says even mountains will be cast into the sea.

Isaiah 24:21, 22
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited.

Verses 21 and 22 refer to the rulers in high places—demonic spirits. We’re told that, as the Tribulation comes to an end, Satan and his demons will be cast into a pit for a thousand years. Then, following the thousand-year period of peace and prosperity when Jesus reigns from Jerusalem, God will loose Satan and his demons.

Why? During the Millennium, generations will be born who will not have the opportunity to see good and evil in a clear way and be able to choose the Lord. So Satan will be let loose and he’ll attempt to deceive people. This will give people one more chance to decide whether to follow the Lord or to be seduced by Satan and fall into sin.

Isaiah 24:23
 

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.

When the Lord rules and reigns, He’ll be so bright and brilliant that the sun and moon will be dark by comparison.

Chapter 25
 

In chapter 25, we enter the kingdom age…

Isaiah 25:1–5
 

O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built. Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee. For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low.

Those who survive the Tribulation will at last realize Jesus is Lord and they’ll be saved. Here, they burst forth into praise because praise is the language of the kingdom.

Isaiah 25:6, 7
 

And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the slees well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations.

The heaviness, darkness, and destruction of the Tribulation will be swallowed up by the joy of the Lord.

Isaiah 25:8–12
 

He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For in this mountain shall the hand of the LORD rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill. And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: and he shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of their hands. And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust.

As Paul says, now we see through a glass darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12), but when we see Jesus face to face, we’ll say, “We have waited for Him—and here He is. This is our God!” How I look forward to moving into the kingdom and into eternity! How our hearts crave eternity. Don’t give up, dear saints. Don’t live for this planet. Keep your hearts and minds on things above. We’re almost there!

Chapter 26
 

In chapter 26, we come to the second of a trilogy of chapters that speak of the coming kingdom. This is a song to be sung in the age of the kingdom, celebrating God’s grace…

Isaiah 26:1–3
 

In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

The literal rendering of verse 3 is “Thou wilt keep him in peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.” In other words, as believers, we have double peace—not only peace with God because Jesus died for our sins, but also the peace of God as our hearts and minds are stayed on Him.

For topical study of Isaiah 26:3, see “Perfect Peace.” 

Isaiah 26:4
 

Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

In the Lord is everlasting strength, or, literally, “the rock of ages.” Prudential Life Insurance promises a piece of the rock, but Jesus promises something infinitely better: peace from the Rock of ages.

Isaiah 26:5–9
 

For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust. The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just. Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.

“We waited for You, Lord,” the people of Judah say. “We’ve desired You in the night and sought You in the morning.” America spends over one billion dollars a year on sleeping aids. And yet there is a better way. That is, in the evening hours when you wake up or can’t fall asleep, you have a wonderful opportunity to spend time with the Lord. If you worship and express your heart to Him in those late-night or early morning hours, you’ll be amazed at how rich and special it can be.

I think of Samuel. Even as a young boy, rather than fuss and fret that he couldn’t sleep, he got out of bed to seek the Lord (1 Samuel 3). The result? It was at that point that the Lord opened the door of life-long, impacting ministry to him.

Isaiah 26:10
 

Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD.

Even though God’s grace is extended to the wicked, they will continue in frivolity. I think God is very much justified in pouring out wrath in the Tribulation period. For thousands of years, God has been so gracious to humanity—blessing those who curse His name, providing for those who deny His existence, loving people who couldn’t care less about Him.

“It’s inconceivable that a loving God would pour out His wrath on mankind,” people say. “It seems so out of character.”

“I’m amazed by it, too,” I answer. “I’m surprised it’s restricted to only seven years. If I were God, it would be reversed. We would have six thousand years of tribulation and seven years of grace.”

Isaiah 26:11
 

LORD, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them.

Even though people seem to be blind to the grace and goodness of God, Isaiah prophesies that they’ll see. When? People will see God’s grace and goodness through your life as you continue to praise Him even while navigating trials and difficulties. The way God strengthens you, blesses you, and stabilizes you can’t be denied.

Isaiah 26:12
 

LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all our works in us.

“It is finished,” Jesus declared (John 19:30). Therefore, I can have peace—not because of my great religious devotion or my long hours of meditation but solely because Jesus Christ ordained peace for me and paid for it on the Cross of Calvary.

Isaiah 26:13
 

O LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name.

“Other gods and other people have tried to have dominion over us. But You’re the only one worth talking about,” the people of Judah proclaim.

Isaiah 26:14
 

They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish.

What separates Jesus Christ from all other gods? All other gods are dead. The uniqueness of Jesus Christ is based upon the fact that He’s alive. He verified His deity by His Resurrection. He verified His claims by coming out of the grave.

Isaiah 26:15
 

Thou hast increased the nation, O LORD, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth.

The Lord is not static, but desires to increase us even as He increased the people of Judah. Therefore, don’t shy away from opportunities that will stretch you. If you want to be a believer of stature, allow yourself to be stretched.

Isaiah 26:16, 17
 

LORD, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them. Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O LORD.

Like a woman giving birth, pain produces prayer. It’s when we’re hurting that we most often find ourselves praying. Our tendency is to avoid pain at any price. Yet, in reality, our Father often allows us to go through painful situations because it is in those times that we cry out to Him. Prayerlessness is often the result of painlessness. If we never have pain, we will be hampered in our ability to pray.

Isaiah 26:18
 

We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.

Here is another group saying, “We also have been in childbirth—but nothing’s been born.” This is important because when you go through times of pain and problems, it will either enlarge you and birth something from you or you’ll just produce nothing. What makes the difference? If I am embittered about my pain, I’m just going to blow hot air all over the place. If, on the other hand, I embrace it and use it as an opportunity for prayer, I’ll be enlarged and something special will be birthed as a result.

If you’re going through pain today, it will either enlarge you and better you, or it will make you a windbag and embitter you. It all depends on how you view it. God doesn’t deliver us from all pain but He gives us understanding about it so that we can choose to embrace it.

Isaiah 26:19
 

Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.

Virtually all scholars say this is a reference to what took place in Matthew 27 when, following the death of Jesus on the cross, graves were opened and many people in Jerusalem who had previously died were resurrected. It is a beautiful, prophetic picture of what will one day happen to all believers.

Isaiah 26:20, 21
 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

As we have seen, the Lord is going to hide the remnant of Jews who, in the Tribulation period, realize that Jesus is Messiah possibly in the rock city of Petra (Isaiah 16). We, too, as His church, will be hidden in heaven with Him during the Tribulation period.

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. Revelation 5:9, 10


 
 

PERFECT PEACE

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 26:3


We live in a world full of frustration, tension, and problems. Each of us has an internal craving for tranquility. Each one of us desires peace and harmony. Yet the Bible says man will say “Peace, Peace, but there is no peace” (Jeremiah 8:11). Even though mankind desires it, even though we crave it, we look around us and see very little of it.

Why do we crave peace? I think one of the most fundamental reasons is that we are made in the image of a God who revealed Himself as “Jehovah Shalom” or “God is peace.” God is the essence of peace, serenity, and tranquility. Yet, although we were made in His image, we have rebelled against Him. As a result, we experience very little peace not only personally but globally. Historians tell us that only 8% of recorded history has been free of a major local conflict. The planet longs for peace, but yet experiences so little peace. Why?

James gives us the answer…

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain…
James 4:1, 2 (a)


Why is there war? Why is there hostility? Why is there a lack of peace and tranquility? James says man wars within himself internally and that brings about warring between nations internationally.

There is coming a time, however, when that will not be the case. When Jesus Christ returns to this planet and establishes His throne in Jerusalem, there will be peace and safety, tranquility and harmony. In that day, the lion shall lie down with the lamb. There will be no need for money. Every man shall have his own home. Men will study war no more. There will be no need of weaponry. In that day, there will be peace.

Why? Because the Prince of Peace will rule the world.

The kingdom of God has two aspects. There is the external, physical kingdom—the one that Christ will rule from Jerusalem. But there is also the spiritual, internal kingdom that can exist in your life presently.

How? Paul gives us the answer…

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:6, 7


In other words, we experience the peace of God by worrying about nothing, praying about everything, and being thankful for anything.

Worry has no place in the life of the believer. Praying? That’s the key. Praying brings peace because it’s how we fix our minds on God. We often hear the phrase, “Prayer changes things.” In reality, that’s not entirely true. Faith changes things. Prayer changes us. We’re upset about this, anxious about that, in turmoil about the other. But, as we pray, we experience a change within us regardless of whether the circumstances change.

In Mark 11, we see what Jesus said about prayer…

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.
Mark 11:22–24


“If I believe I have whatever I desire, I’ll have it? That’s great!” you say.

But notice the qualification. Jesus said, “Whatsoever things ye desire when ye pray…”

Yesterday, the San Francisco Giants were up against the Los Angeles Dodgers. Now, of course I wanted the Giants to win. Yet I couldn’t picture myself falling on my knees in heartfelt prayer, saying, “Oh, Lord, give the Giants victory.” In the atmosphere of prayer, that desire dimmed and became irrelevant. We have lots of desires, wants, cravings. Some of them can even be spiritual. But it’s only the things that are on our heart when we’re on our knees before God that will come about.

In the atmosphere of worship and praise, of honoring God and submitting to His will, you will find that many things you previously demanded and desired fade away. But what you have when you get off your knees is peace, a peace that passes understanding because your mind is now fixed on God rather than on your desires. It’s fixed on the One who truly is your desire. And you leave feeling serene, tranquil, and full of peace. It’s a peace that passes understanding because it has nothing to do with outward circumstances.

There are two kinds of peace. There is the peace of God that we experience when, in prayer, we pour out our hearts to Him and see our desires modified and our priorities changed. But you’ll never experience this until you’re at peace with God. How can you be at peace with God? Romans 5:1 says we have peace with God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

If you have ever committed a sin against God or against your neighbor, you’re at war with your Creator. You have rebelled against Him. How is the sin, the rebellion dealt with? It is by realizing that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, was placed on a rugged cross on the hill of Golgotha, where He took all of your sin and rebellion upon Himself. Simply by believing that, you can have peace with God. Then, because you’re at peace with Him, you can experience the peace that comes from Him as you set your heart upon Him moment by moment, day by day.




 

Chapter 27
 

Isaiah 27:1
 

In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.

According to Revelation 13:1, this is a reference to antichrist.

Isaiah 27:2, 3
 

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.

As we saw in chapter 5, the vineyard is a picture of Israel. In chapter 5, it was a wild, unproductive vineyard. Here in chapter 27, however, in the kingdom age, it’s a fruitful and lovely vineyard.

Isaiah 27:4, 5
 

Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together. Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me.

“Fury is not in Me,” says the Lord. “If you try and keep Me out with briers and thorns, I’ll break through because I love you.” We have the mistaken idea that God is really angry. All of the anger He rightly feels toward humanity, however, was poured out on Jesus at Calvary. If we will just embrace and receive that, we can be at peace with God.

Isaiah 27:6
 

He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

We’re seeing this prophecy fulfilled even today, for Israel is the world’s third largest exporter of fruit and the fourth largest exporter of flowers.

Isaiah 27:7, 8
 

Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that smote him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him? In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind.

Is God as hard on Israel as He is on her enemies? Of course not—for her enemies were destroyed, while Israel will be restored.

Isaiah 27:9–12
 

By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up. Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof. When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew them no favour. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.

This speaks of the future restoration of Israel—when God gathers His people from their dispersion throughout the world.

Isaiah 27:13
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

In the twentieth chapter of Isaiah we saw that the Assyrians and the Egyptians will join with the Jews in Jerusalem to worship the Lord in the kingdom. Those Arab peoples will acknowledge Jehovah and worship Him with Israel. What a day that’s going to be!

Chapter 28
 

Because it is the largest of Israel’s ten tribes, Ephraim is another name for Israel.

Isaiah 28:1–4
 

Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet: And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.

Ephraim’s in trouble here. Once a beautiful flower, now in Isaiah’s day, they were fading fast. They were proud and pompous no doubt due in part to the fact that they were overcome with wine.

Isaiah 28:5–8
 

In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate. But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.

An Assyrian invasion was imminent. It was ominous. Were God’s people praying? No. They were partying. “No problem,” they said. “We’ll just eat, drink, and be merry.” Notice it is men of maturity—leaders, priests, and prophets—God indicts.

We read in Leviticus 10 that, when the tabernacle was dedicated and fire came down from heaven to consume the burnt offering on the altar, all of the people celebrated, saying, “God is here.” Wanting to join in the celebration, Nadab and Abihu, two sons of Aaron, grabbed their own fire pots and rushed into the temple. However, as they did, the fire killed them because God had made it clear that no other fire than the fire from the altar was to be used in His service (Exodus 30:9). As priests, Nadab and Abihu should have known this, but evidently they forgot. Why? Right after they were killed, the Lord spoke to Aaron and said, “Do not drink strong drink—you or your sons—lest when you go into the tabernacle you die” (Leviticus 10:9). In other words, “Learn a lesson. You’re dealing with holy matters. Don’t drink wine or strong drink in My service.” Evidently, Nadab and Abihu had been drinking, which caused them to err in judgment and to forget what God had said—and it cost them their lives.

Even the world knows that drinking impairs judgment. That’s why we have laws that prohibit the mixture of drinking and driving. Here, through Isaiah, God is saying, “My mature men have erred because they got involved with drink.” Paul would pick up this same point with regard to qualifications for elders and spiritual leaders (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7).

Isaiah 28:9, 10
 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

In other words, the people of Israel said, “Isaiah, what you’re saying is kid’s stuff. We’re beyond that.” In 2 Timothy 4:3, we read that in the last days, believers will have itching ears, wanting to hear new doctrine. As a safeguard against strange doctrine that will lead us into error, we must study the Word line upon line, precept upon precept. Here a little, there a little, we must learn the Word.

Isaiah 28:11
 

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

In the midst of this indictment against people who were no longer interested in learning the Word, God said, “I’m going to speak to them through a people of stammering lips and a foreign tongue.” Who would these people be? The Assyrians. If Israel wouldn’t learn in the Word, she’d learn in war.

Isaiah 28:12
 

To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

In the Book of Acts, we see an intriguing parallel to this verse…

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. Acts 2:4–6


In Isaiah’s day, God used foreigners to speak to His people. On the Day of Pentecost, He would use His people to speak to foreigners.

Isaiah 28:13–15
 

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:

“You’re crazy,” the people said to Isaiah. “We have made agreements and covenants. We have alliances. Our future is secure.” But the Lord clearly said their alliances wouldn’t work.

Isaiah 28:16
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

“Your plans, your agreements, your covenants are not going to help you in the least,” God declares. “I don’t have a program or a plan to give you. I have a Person.” This glorious prophecy, quoted in Luke, Romans, 1 Corinthians, and 1 Peter, speaks, of course, of Jesus Christ.

There’s a great temptation for us to want some quick fix, some program, some plan to see us through, to help us out. “Lord,” we cry, “show us the way.”

And Jesus answers, “It’s not something I give to you. It’s Me. I am the Way.”

Isaiah 28:17–20
 

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report. For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.

“You’re making these agreements to protect yourselves from the coming Assyrian invasion,” Isaiah warns, “but the bed you’re making is too short. It won’t cover you effectively.”

The same is still true. If you’re making finances, friends, or philosophy your rest and security, you’re going to be short-sheeted because it won’t be as secure as you think. “If any man is weary, let Him come unto Me,” Jesus said. “Learn of Me and find rest for your soul” (see Matthew 11:28). That’s why I’m a believer. All other beds are too short.

Isaiah 28:21, 22
 

For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.

“Quit mocking,” Isaiah said. “Quit doubting. Listen to the Word. Don’t fight it lest you make it even harder on yourselves.”

Isaiah 28:23–29
 

Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech. Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and rie in their place? For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod. Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.

This speaks of the plowman who plows the seeds and, with each crop, plants and harvests a little differently. The farmer has discernment concerning how to tend any given crop. The same thing is true spiritually. We must handle situations with different people carefully—not depending on programs or formulas, but carefully discerning what God would have for us in the tilling of soil, in the planting of seed, in the gathering of the harvest He promised is sure to come (John 4:35).

Chapter 29
 

Isaiah 29:1–4
 

Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices. Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel. And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee. And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.

Ariel, which means “Lion of God,” is another name for Jerusalem. Here, the Lord warns of the siege that would come her way initially by Sennacherib and the Assyrians—but ultimately of her destruction by the Romans (Luke 19:43; 21:20).

Jerusalem has been the most besieged city in world history. No other city has been conquered and fought over as much as Jerusalem. The city of peace has been anything but peaceful because there can be no true peace until the Prince of Peace sits on the throne.

Isaiah 29:5–8
 

Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire. And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision. It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion.

Through Isaiah, the Lord says, “Not only the Assyrians, but throughout all of time, whoever thinks he can take control of Jerusalem is dreaming. It’s the city of the great King, where only Jesus Christ will ultimately rule and reign.”

Isaiah 29:9–12
 

Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.

Here, the Lord says to these people at this time that, because they chose to be apathetic, they would remain unenlightened. That is, neither the educated nor the uneducated individual would have understanding of the Word.

In this is an important truth. That is, if you don’t want to understand Scripture, you won’t. If you’re not interested in doing the will of God or knowing the heart of God, the Bible will become meaningless to you. Regardless of how educated or uneducated you are, you will find the Word to be dry, boring, and an unsolvable mystery. It is when we approach the Word with a submitted spirit, saying, “Lord, this Book is talking to me and talking about me. Therefore, change me, Lord. Deal with my heart and life” that we receive illumination.

Are your devotions dry and tedious? Are they difficult? Perhaps it’s because you’re approaching the Word without intending to be submitted to what it says. What a difference it makes when we approach it, saying, “Lord, today, use these Scriptures to change my life, to convict me of sin, to change my attitudes and heart within.”

Isaiah 29:13
 

Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:

“These people sing songs to Me; they talk about Me; but their heart is far from Me,” the Lord declares. Both Matthew and Mark recorded Jesus quoting this Scripture, describing the people of His day (Matthew 15:7, 8; Mark 7:6).

Sometimes it’s easy for us to get caught up in the melody, the harmony, the emotion of worship—and yet our hearts are far from the Lord. We call upon His name; we sing about His love; but our hearts are not even in the neighborhood. Our minds are miles away. It’s important when you worship to determine that you’re going to think about what you’re singing. You must approach worship intending to be involved and engaged in expressing your heart to the Lord.

Isaiah 29:14–16
 

Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?

Here, the people were saying, “The Lord doesn’t know what we’re doing. He doesn’t really see what we’re thinking.”

And the Lord says, “Does that really make sense? If a builder frames something or a potter forms something, doesn’t the potter know about the pot or the builder know what he’s framing? I made you—and yet you don’t acknowledge Me.”

Still today, there are people who say, “God doesn’t really know what I’m thinking or care what I’m doing.” But in reality, they’re nothing more than crackpots!

Isaiah 29:17–21
 

Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off: That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought.

In that day—when the Lord comes back—things will be topographically and geographically, physically and emotionally, financially and relationally right at last.

Isaiah 29:22, 23
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.

The forefathers of the Jews of Isaiah’s day would no longer be ashamed of the unbelief of their descendants.

Isaiah 29:24
 

They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.

People who were previously murmuring would now be discussing the things of God.

Chapter 30
 

Isaiah 30:1–4
 

Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes.

These are the cities where the Jews hammered out a defense treaty with the Egyptians. Here, the Lord is saying, “You sought for a protective covering for your country, but you did not seek Me. You looked for counsel, but you didn’t call upon Me. You relied on your treaties with the Egyptians, but they shall be your shame and confusion. Your plans and schemes and programs just won’t work.”

Isaiah 30:5–7
 

They were all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach. The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them. For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still.

“Be still and know that I am God,” God declared (Psalm 46:10). “If you want to be strong, sit still and look to Me.”

Isaiah 30:8–14
 

Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters’ vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit.

Habakkuk was told to write the vision God gave him so plainly that even he who was running could see it (Habakkuk 2:2). Isaiah is told to write God’s indictment against the people of Jerusalem so that all who followed would know that God’s judgment against her was justified.

Isaiah 30:15
 

For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.

“All I want from you is to return to Me and rest in Me,” God says. “I don’t want your ingenuity. I don’t care about your ability. I want you just to come to Me, rest in Me, trust in Me.”

Isaiah 30:16
 

But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.

Seeking alliance with the Egyptians would logically and militarily be a good move because Egypt was a strong country also threatened by Assyria. Spiritually, however, it was a disastrous move because, in looking to the Egyptians, the Jews took their eyes off the only One who could save them.

Isaiah 30:17, 18
 

One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill. And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

Why does God want us to wait for Him? Because, in reality, He’s waiting for us…

For topical study of Isaiah 30:18, see “Who’s Waiting for Whom?.” 

Isaiah 30:19–21
 

For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

This is the still, small voice Elijah discovered, that quiet voice that cannot be heard in the hustling, bustling, and scheming to which we are so vulnerable. What a joy it is to take a significant portion of time to be quiet before God, for it is then that we hear His word in our ear, saying, “Go right,” or “Go left.”

Isaiah 30:22–26
 

Ye shall defile also the covering of thy graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold: thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee hence. Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.

Throughout the Old Testament, we see men like Moses and Gideon, Hezekiah and Josiah casting idols down—and yet idol worship is a running theme throughout the Old Testament. It wasn’t until after their seventy-year captivity in Babylon that the Jews finally turned wholeheartedly against the worship of the foreign gods that surrounded them. And yet Jerusalem today, as well as the entire planet, looks to, lives for, and sacrifices to attain material possessions that are every bit as idolatrous as the carved images of Isaiah’s day. When Jesus comes back, however, the world will be completely free of the stranglehold of idolatry and will walk in His blessing and light.

Isaiah 30:27–31
 

Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from far, burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire: And his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity: and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them to err. Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the LORD, to the mighty One of Israel. And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones. For through the voice of the LORD shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod.

“I desire to come as a consuming fire to rescue you, to deliver you from the Assyrians,” the Lord said. The people of Judah did eventually hear what Isaiah was saying, particularly Hezekiah, the king. He called upon the name of the Lord and the Lord miraculously delivered Judah when a single angel destroyed the entire Assyrian army encamped outside the city walls (2 Kings 19:35).

This speaks not only of that local situation, but also of the end times yet to come, for “the Assyrian” was also a name for antichrist, the charismatic world figure who will seek to dominate the planet. Like the Assyrian army of old, however, antichrist, too, will be beaten down.

Isaiah 30:32, 33
 

And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the LORD shall lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with it. For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.

Tophet is another name for Gehenna, the lake of fire. Here, we see that Tophet is ordained for the king. What king? Antichrist. In Matthew 25, Jesus said Gehenna is prepared for the devil and his angels. Technically, there’s a difference between hell and Gehenna. We use those words interchangeably, but hell, or hades, is simply the place of the dead. It is a temporary place.

Old Testament believers went to the side of hades called Abraham’s bosom. The unbelievers went to the side that was a place of torment. Both of these aspects are seen in Luke 16, in the story of Lazarus and the rich man. Believers couldn’t go to heaven until the price for their sin was paid. So, following His death on the Cross, Jesus descended to hades and “lead captivity captive,” or, escorted the saints to heaven (Ephesians 4:8–10). When an unbeliever dies, he goes to hell. But that’s not his final destination. Revelation 20 tells us that he will be brought before God at the great white throne of judgment, where he will be judged by God. Sinners might challenge God there, saying they don’t deserve to go to hell. But when the books are opened, they’ll see that their every motive, action, and attitude has been recorded.

Jesus taught more on Gehenna than He did on heaven—warning people of its severity. He said it is a place of outer darkness, where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. He said it is a place where the fire never stops and the worm never dies. Gehenna was made only for the devil and his angels—but if a person insists on refusing the goodness, grace, and mercy of God, if a person really wants to go to hell, the Lord will not stop him. It’s really hard to go to hell. You’ve got to ignore the work of God, the Word of God, and the love of God. God never intended men to be there. That is why He gave His life to keep them out.

 
 

WHO’S WAITING FOR WHOM?

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 30:18


Throughout history, the people of Israel have been known as a people of great ingenuity. Yet ingenuity gets people into trouble whenever they begin to rely on their own ability to get out of jams. That’s the situation in Isaiah 30…

Knowing they were about to be invaded by the Assyrians, the Jews formed an alliance with the Egyptians. In fact, a number of Jews actually moved to Egypt, thinking they would be safer in Egypt than they were in Jerusalem. Trying to protect themselves, organize themselves, they looked to themselves and relied on themselves. Therefore, God inspired His prophet, Isaiah, to speak to this country concerning their military alliance with the Egyptians.

His message was “Blessed—happy—is the man who waits for God. The secret of faith is to wait for the Lord.”

Too often I’m in a hurry. And when I can’t press a button to make something happen immediately, I lose interest and go on to something else. But in the things of God, in the arena of the eternal, there is no button to push. Instead God says, “I want you to wait. Slow down. Rest. Be quiet. Blessed are those who wait for Me.”

Maybe you’re sensing the coming invasion of the Assyrians in your own circumstances. Maybe relationally things aren’t looking good. Maybe occupationally, the job situation just isn’t working out. Maybe financially, it looks as though you’re about to be skinned alive. At these times, it is oh, so tempting to get counsel from someone, to try and push the button of some organization, to try and make something happen in our own ability, with our own ingenuity. But all the while, God is saying, “I want you to simply return to Me, to be quiet before Me, to wait on Me.”

For the believer, waiting has nothing to do with being lazy. Waiting is not a matter of folding our arms and waiting for something. It’s a matter of lifting our arms and waiting on Someone. For the believer, waiting is active. It’s being on our knees before the Lord, lifting our hands to the Lord, returning to the Lord again and again.

Why does an all-powerful God, who could change our circumstances, bless our marriages, and provide finances want us to wait for Him?

Perhaps the answer is best illustrated in the first chapter of the Book of 1 Samuel. There, we see a man named Elkanah, a godly man. One of his two wives, Peninah, bore Elkanah many kids. The other wife, Hannah, had no children. Although Elkanah truly loved Hannah, she was ashamed of her barrenness. While at the tabernacle in Shiloh for one of the yearly festivals, Hannah poured out her heart to the Lord, wept bitterly, and prayed fervently about her situation. Not understanding what she was doing, Eli, the priest, assumed she was drunk. Hannah insisted she was not drunk at all but was praying, “Lord, if You bless me with a child, I will dedicate him to You from the time he is weaned all the days of his life.”

Hearing this, in the power of the Spirit, Eli said, “The Lord has heard your prayer and He will answer it.”

Hannah went her way rejoicing.

Sure enough, Hannah gave birth to a boy who would become one of Israel’s mightiest prophets. She named him Samuel.

Hannah wanted a son because she was embarrassed. God, however, wanted a man through whom He could speak to His people. Therefore, in reality, it wasn’t so much Hannah waiting for God all those years but God waiting for Hannah to be in a place where she could say, “If You bless me with a son, I’ll give him to You.”

“Alright!” God must have thought. “That’s what I’ve been waiting for!”

“Blessed are all they that wait on Him,” Isaiah 30:18 says. But the preceding phrase says, “Therefore will the Lord wait.” The question, therefore, is, “Who’s waiting on whom?”

God says, “Wait on Me because, in reality, I’m waiting for you. There are things I want to do for you, in you, and through you that are much greater than you can even imagine (Ephesians 3:20). I want you to wait on Me because I’m waiting for you to see what I want to do in, through, and for your life. I’m waiting for you to get to the place where I can open doors for you and pour out blessing upon you so great that your barns can’t even hold it” (Malachi 3:10).

The Lord wants you to wait on and for Him not because He’s playing a game with you but because He’s waiting for you to get to a different place than the one you’re in now so that He can bless you in ways you never dreamed possible.

There was another couple who prayed for years and years for a child. Finally, when Zacharias was an old man and his wife, Elizabeth, was well past the age of childbearing, the angel Gabriel appeared to him, saying, “Your prayers have been heard. You will have a child.”

Zacharias no doubt scratched his head and said, “What prayers? I haven’t prayed for a child for years!”

And, because, he didn’t believe, he wasn’t able to speak a word until his son was born (Luke 1).

Why didn’t God answer Zacharias and Elizabeth’s prayer immediately—or at least within the decade of their request?

Because He was doing something they couldn’t possibly have imagined in their wildest dreams or expectations. You see, from Zacharias and Elizabeth came the greatest man who ever lived, according to Jesus, a man named John the Baptist. God was waiting for the time to be right for the forerunner of Messiah to be born, waiting so that Elizabeth could be an encouragement to a young virgin named Mary.

What about us? We have a choice to make today—whether to see who we can talk to, what strings we can pull, what doors we can knock down to change our situation, or to say, “Lord, You said I’m to return to You and rest, to be quiet and confident, so I’m doing that now.”

Wait on the Lord because the Lord is waiting for you. And when you’re in the right place where He can bless you abundantly—when your motives are adjusted, when the scene is set and the right time is come, He will be exceedingly gracious to you.

Wait on the Lord, gang. He’s waiting for you.




 

Chapter 31
 

Isaiah 31:1–3
 

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity. Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.

“Why are you looking to the Egyptians?” the Lord asks. “They’re not going to be able to help you. They’re not God. They’re only men. So seek Me instead.” This seems so obvious—but, like God’s people in Isaiah’s day, we, too, are reticent to seek the Lord. Yet our strength comes from our dependence upon God alone. If that is lost, even though we might be armed to the teeth, we’ll discover there is no way out.

Isaiah 31:4, 5
 

For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.

“I will defend Jerusalem,” the Lord declares. “Deliverance won’t come from an alliance with Egypt. It will come from Me.”

Isaiah 31:6, 7
 

Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted. For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin.

We see this prophecy fulfilled when Hezekiah removed the high places, broke the idols, and cut down the groves used in idol worship (2 Kings 18:4).

Isaiah 31:8, 9
 

Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited. And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

This speaks of the night the Assyrian army was slain by the angel of the Lord (2 Kings 19:35).

Chapter 32
 

Isaiah 32:1
 

Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

In light of the dark days they were experiencing, this would have been a message of comfort and hope to God’s people.

Isaiah 32:2
 

And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

Who is the hiding place, the covert, the shadow in a weary land? Jesus.

Isaiah 32:3–5
 

And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly. The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful.

When Jesus reigns in righteousness, men will see clearly. As a result, dark will not be called light (Isaiah 5:20). That is, things will be seen for what they are in truth. That is why the vile, or foolish, man will no longer be thought of as generous and noble, and the churl, or selfish man, will no longer be esteemed for his prosperity.

Isaiah 32:6
 

For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the LORD, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

The Hebrew word translated “vile” is nabal. Perhaps the clearest meaning of this word is seen in the man who bore this very name, for, in withholding food and drink from David’s men, he set the stage for what would have been a bloodbath had not Abigail’s wisdom prevented it (1 Samuel 25).

Isaiah 32:7, 8
 

The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right. But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand.

In contrast to the man who will be destroyed by his own self-interest and indulgence, the liberal, or generous, man will thrive because of his selflessness. Jesus would not only perfectly embody this principle but put it into words when He said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it” (Matthew 10:39).

Isaiah 32:9–11
 

Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech. Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins.

“Women, don’t you realize that while you are celebrating your freedom, the country is falling apart?” Isaiah asks. “You should be wearing sackcloth in brokenness and humility. Instead, you’re dressed for a party.” Any society whose women begin to lose their moral moorings and being to flaunt their sensuality is headed for trouble.

Isaiah 32:12–14
 

They shall lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city: Because the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks;

Because the Lord would mercifully and mightily deliver Jerusalem from destruction at the hand of the Assyrians, this prophecy would see fulfillment when the Jews were carried into captivity to Babylon in 586 B.C. Of course, it would be even more fully and tragically realized in the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome in A.D. 70.

Isaiah 32:15
 

Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.

When the Spirit is poured out, everything changes. We see three great outpourings of the Spirit in Scripture: before the end times in Joel 2, at the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and in the millennial kingdom as seen here.

Isaiah 32:16, 17
 

Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field. And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.

If you’re walking with the Lord, confessing your sin, allowing Him to change your life, you’ll have peace, quietness, and assurance. Therefore, sometimes we do people a disservice by trying to comfort them and soothe their feelings when what they really need is to ask the Lord to search their heart and to show them the reason for their unrest.

“All I want is a little peace and quiet,” seems to be the cry of our busy society. Peace and quiet, however, can’t be found in a three-day weekend, a three-week cruise, or a three-month vacation. Peace and quiet are the effect of righteousness. Therefore, ask God to search your heart because when you’re righteous in Him, you’ll have peace, quietness, and assurance independent of your circumstances.

Chapter 33
 

Isaiah 33 pronounces judgment on those who seek to destroy God’s people and waste God’s land. Its immediate application was to the Assyrians who, throughout the Book of Isaiah, have been headed toward Jerusalem. But it also speaks prophetically to any nation at any time in the history of the planet who seeks to come against God’s people.

Isaiah 33:1
 

Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.

The spoiler, of course, was Sennacherib, the king of Assyria. And the avenger is the Lord Himself, for He says, “I will spoil anyone who spoils My people. I will come against anyone who comes against My people.”

“Dearly beloved,” Paul writes, “avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). Therefore, concerning our own situations, it’s wrong for us to try and bring vengeance in and of ourselves because we don’t have enough information to make the right kind of judgment. Only God does.

Isaiah 33:2–9
 

O LORD, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble. At the noise of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. And your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpiller: as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them. The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure. Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly. The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man. The earth mourneth and languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.

After the Lord said He would deal with the Assyrians, Isaiah responded by saying, “Our ambassadors of peace weep bitterly because their peace plans produced no lasting fruit. Therefore, we’re waiting for You, Lord.” Earlier, the Jews had sought to appease the Assyrians. Hezekiah, a godly king, went so far as to strip the fold from the doors of the temple to give to Sennacherib (2 Kings 18:16). But even this attempt at negotiation failed.

World War I was not always called that. Initially, it was known as the Great War, for it was to have been the war to end all wars. As evidenced by the history of Israel, our own country’s history, and the history of any nation throughout time, no matter how much we long for it or how varied our attempts to attain it, lasting peace is always beyond the reach of man. Only the Prince of Peace can bring it about.

Isaiah 33:10–13
 

Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself. Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you. And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire. Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.

In Isaiah’s day, this spoke of God’s deliverance of Jerusalem from the mighty Assyrian army. But to us, as New Testament believers, it speaks of a far greater deliverance…

 
 
	“Now will I rise,” the Lord declared through Isaiah.

	
“After three days, I will rise again,” Jesus declared (Matthew 27:63).

	“Now will I be exalted,” the Lord proclaimed through Isaiah.

	
“He that humbleth himself shall be exalted,” Jesus proclaimed (Luke 14:11).

	“Now will I lift up myself,” the Lord announced through Isaiah.

	
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me,” Jesus promised (John 12:32).


 
 
Thus, as mighty, as miraculous, as marvelous as God’s deliverance of Jerusalem was in Isaiah’s day, it cannot compare to the deliverance Jesus procured on the Cross when He decimated death and demolished the siege of self and sin for all mankind.

Isaiah 33:14
 

The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

“Does God see what we’re doing? He doesn’t even know how we’re behaving,” God’s people had said earlier (Isaiah 29:15). Now, however, having seen God move against the Assyrians, they quake, fearing they’re next in line for judgment. Who can stand in the presence of such an awesome God? Verses 15 and 16 tell us…

Isaiah 33:15, 16
 

He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.

It is the man who is walking with God in the time of the consuming, devouring fire of God who will become more like God and thus be able to stand. In other words, the same fire that petrifies those who aren’t interested in God purifies those who want to be more like Him…

For topical study of Isaiah 33:14–16, see “Our God: A Consuming Fire.” 

Isaiah 33:17–20
 

Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off. Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers? Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand. Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

Of Jerusalem, the most fought-over city in the history of humanity, the Lord says it shall be a quiet habitation, that it shall stand. Therefore, perhaps the safest spot on the face of the earth is Jerusalem, for God guarantees her preservation.

Isaiah 33:21–23
 

But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey.

The broad rivers and streams seen here speak of sustenance and peace. You see, Babylon could boast of being on the Euphrates River. Assyria had the Tigris flowing through it. Egypt had the Nile. But Jerusalem is landlocked—for now. However, in Zechariah 14, we are told that, when Jesus comes back, as His foot touches the Mount of Olives, the mountain will split in two and there shall gush forth a river flowing in two directions toward the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. This means that Jerusalem will no longer be landlocked as she is presently.

I believe this promise applies not only geographically but spiritually—for it was in the city of Jerusalem that Jesus said, “If any of you are thirsty, let him come unto Me and drink. And out of your innermost being shall flow rivers of water” (John 7:38). John would go on to say that He said this concerning the Holy Ghost. Thus, just as Jerusalem will one day be refreshed and sustained by a physical river, we can be presently refreshed and sustained by the life-giving presence of the Holy Spirit in our souls.

Isaiah 33:24
 

And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.

When Jesus comes back, when Jerusalem is quiet, when the river flows through the city, there will be no more sickness. When the Lord walked on earth, all that came to Him were healed without exception. Thus, Jesus’ ministry on earth provided a sneak preview of glorious coming attractions.

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Psalm 103:2, 3


When the four men brought their sick friend to Jesus, He forgave his sin before He healed him (Mark 2:4–12). As wonderful a gift it was for the once-lame man to walk again, it was inconsequential compared to the gift of eternal life that would allow him to walk forever in heaven. Whatever the handicaps or maladies in our bodies presently, an infinitely greater healing has already taken place in our souls, for we have been forgiven all our iniquities. Therefore, bless the Lord, O my soul!

 
 

OUR GOD: A CONSUMING FIRE

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 33:14–16


Throughout the Book of Isaiah, we see the Assyrians moving toward Jerusalem. History tells us that if they saw the Assyrians coming, entire populations of many cities chose to commit suicide rather than fight because they knew of the brutality and cruelty of the Assyrian soldiers. The Assyrians terrorized the entire region. And now they had come to Jerusalem. With tens of thousands of soldiers, they had besieged the city. With his troops stationed around the walls of the city, a man named Rabshakeh began to speak to the men of Jerusalem who had gathered on top of the wall.

“Who will deliver you from Sennacherib and his soldiers? Are you trusting in Egypt? They’re a broken reed. When you lean upon them, they’ll crumble under you,” he cried. “Are you trusting in Jehovah? Jehovah told us we will have victory over you,” he lied (Isaiah 36).

The people panicked, but Hezekiah, Judah’s king, went with Isaiah into the house of the Lord. There, these two godly men rent their clothes and spread Sennacherib’s threatening letters before the Lord. There, they sought the Lord with intensity and great sincerity.

The Lord answered them, saying, “The Assyrians shall not fire a single arrow into the city. I will wipe them out completely.” Isaiah and Hezekiah would embrace the Word of the Lord and believe it. That night, an angel of the Lord would go through the camp of the Assyrians and single-handedly obliterate 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. When the people of Jerusalem awoke the next morning and saw what had happened, no doubt they felt a great deal of excitement. “Look what God has done!” they must have shouted gladly. But, accompanying their excitement and gratitude, there also must have been apprehension and fear, for how could they be sure God’s mighty hand of judgment wouldn’t fall on them?

Whenever someone has a vision or understanding of the Lord, it’s always exciting and exhilarating. But it can also cause fear and apprehension…

• I think of Peter. When he first realized Jesus was God, he fell down and said, “Depart from me for I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8).

• I think of John who, when he saw the Lord, fell down as though he were dead (Revelation 1:17).

• I think of Isaiah himself who, having seen the Lord, cried out, “Woe is me. I’m undone” (Isaiah 6:5).

Whenever you see the working of God—the devouring, consuming fire of God—it’s exciting. But, in a sense, it’s also terrorizing. “Lord, we desire to see You work,” we pray. But when He works, we see that He is indeed a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29).

Throughout the Word, fire is employed to describe God’s character and His work…

• It was in a fiery bush that the Lord spoke to Moses (Exodus 3:2).

• When Isaiah saw the Lord, an angel took a coal of fire from off the altar and purged his lips (Isaiah 6:6, 7).

• We are told that the eyes of Jesus are like flames of fire and his feet like burning brass (Revelation 1:14, 15).

Who is the one who can stand in the presence of a consuming devouring fire? Only the one who is becoming fire himself. You see, only fire can survive fire. If I put a flame of fire into a larger fire, it feels right at home. But if I lay wood, hay, or stubble in the fire, those materials are consumed immediately. God is a consuming fire. What does His fire consume? Anything and everything in us that is not like Him: the wood, hay, and stubble Paul talked about in 1 Corinthians 3. Why? Because He knows that anything unlike Him in our lives will pollute us presently and destroy us ultimately.

Consequently, the fires burn and blaze in our lives. “This isn’t fair!” we cry. “I thought You loved me, Lord.” But it is the fire of His love that removes from us everything that is not like Him.

If your whole life is wood, hay, and stubble—if it’s only material and carnal—you’re in big trouble because when the fire of God goes through your life, nothing will be left and you will be consumed eternally. If you’re not interested in being more like God, if you’re not walking with God, if you don’t care about God, His consuming, devouring fire will destroy you. But if you love the Lord, if you’ve given your heart to Him, His fire will only destroy whatever is not like Him.

This means I must welcome the fires that come my way rather than seek to put them out. You see, fiery trials are not sent to petrify me but to purify me. Therefore, I am not to extinguish them but to embrace them, saying, “Lord, You’re working in my life. Have Your way.”

When your boss “fires” you or your girlfriend breaks up with you, when your car breaks down, your friends give up, your money gives out, or your roof caves in, you have a wonderful opportunity to recognize it as the devouring, consuming fire of God purifying your life. Life is a joy when you see the big picture of what God is doing—seasons of fire sweeping through your life, burning away the wood, hay, and stubble—followed by seasons of fresh vision and renewed growth.

Maturity in the Christian life is all about saying, “Lord, You know what I need more than I do. Therefore, be the consuming devouring fire within me so that all that is left is just like You.”




 

Chapter 34
 

In Isaiah 34, we see a picture of the Great Tribulation, specifically the battle of Armageddon. Therefore, it’s as if in truth and honesty, God says, “Yes, I’m going to heal all sickness and forgive all iniquity. Yes, I’m going to bring quietness and peace to the city of Jerusalem. But there’s going to be something else happening before My kingdom comes.”

Isaiah 34:1–3
 

Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.

Revelation 14:20 tells us that, at the battle of Armageddon, the blood will flow as high as a horse’s bridle. Jeremiah 30 calls this the time of Jacob’s trouble, for in the Tribulation, Jacob, the nation of Israel, will be shaken to its care. But it’s not Jacob’s trouble exclusively, for all the earth will go through troubling, trying times. Why? It’s preparation for the coming of the King.

Isaiah 34:4–6
 

And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea.

Bozrah and Idumea refer to the ancient area of Edom southeast of Israel, or, present-day Saudi Arabia. Edom is the area where Jacob’s brother, Esau settled. In Romans 9:13, the Lord said, “Jacob have I loved. Esau have I hated.” Why? Because Esau was a carnal, material man more interested in a bowl of food than in his birthright, more concerned with pampering his flesh than walking with God.

Isaiah 34:7–10
 

And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the LORD’s vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.

For years, Bible scholars wondered how an area could burn forever. Now we know—for if a bomb or some other device ignited the vast oil reserves of Saudi Arabia, they would literally burn forever. Whether a bomb ignites them or they are ignited supernaturally, they will indeed burn. Why? Verse 8 tells us it is the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. That is, this region of the world has historically brought real pain to God’s people in Israel.

Isaiah 34:11–15
 

But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate.

The Hebrew word translated “emptiness” is bohuw—the same word we see in Genesis 1:2 to describe the state of the earth after Satan fell from heaven. Thus, following the battle of Armageddon, it is as if the world will come full circle—once again in a state of devastation, waiting for the re-creation that only our loving, creative, awesome Creator can bring about.

Isaiah 34:16, 17
 

Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein.

Speaking of the coming judgment, the Lord says, “It’s all going to happen just as I declare.”

Chapter 35
 

After the storm of chapter 34, we come to the beauty of chapter 35. Following the utter destruction of Armageddon, we see the ushering in of the kingdom…

Isaiah 35:1
 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

Scientists tell us that the deserts on our planet are expanding at an alarming rate. Ten thousand square miles of desert are being added in north Africa alone each year. But when the kingdom comes, the desert shall suddenly rejoice and blossom like a rose. How can this be? It is suggested by some scientists that there will be another shift of the axis. If the earth is made straight again, much of the polar ice caps would melt, adding incredible amounts of water and causing evaporation and the reemergence of a water canopy surrounding the planet. Fossil evidence indicates that the earth at one time was uniformly temperate. Scientists suggest that this could happen again.

In Romans 8, Paul tells us that all creation is groaning, waiting for the day of redemption. In other words, even the earth realizes it’s in a fallen state. But when the Lord comes back, everything will be made right once again.

Isaiah 35:2–4
 

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

How are we to strengthen people who feel weak or fearful? We are to tell them the Lord is coming. That’s not “pie in the sky” theology. It’s God’s Word given to us practically. The way to strengthen people—whether yourself or others—is to say, “Fear not. Be strong. Your God will come and save you.”

We’re pilgrims, gang, on our way to a city with foundations (Hebrews 11:10)—a place that is solid and secure, a place that won’t shift with the changing winds of commerce or culture—heaven. If we lose sight of this, if we begin to think this is all there is, we become vulnerable to discouragement and depression. “Lord,” we’ll cry, “will I ever get the job I want? Will I ever lose the weight I want? Will it ever be right between sisters and brothers?” I can get so discouraged if I think this is all there is. But if I realize God’s coming back and will set all things right, I can go on.

Isaiah 35:5, 6
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

In the kingdom, the healing ministry that Jesus began on earth will be gloriously completed.

Isaiah 35:7 (a)
 

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water…

The allusion here is to a desert mirage. That is, in the kingdom, what we only imagined in the dry, dusty days of world history will become reality. What we longed and thirsted for will actually, truly come to be.

Isaiah 35:7 (b)
 

…in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

Bible scholars believe the term “dragons” refers to jackals.

Isaiah 35:8 (a)
 

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it…

In the kingdom age, the highway of holiness shall be established. Everyone will walk together in love and righteousness as the Prince of Peace reigns.

Isaiah 35:8 (b)
 

…but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

Even the most foolish of us will not miss the cutoff or take a wrong turn on this glorious highway of wholeness and rightness.

Isaiah 35:9 (a)
 

No lion shall be there…

Satan will be bound at this time. Thus, we will not even hear a growl from the roaring lion of 1 Peter 5:8.

Isaiah 35:9 (b), 10
 

…nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Somewhere we got the mistaken idea that holiness is joyless. Here, however, we see that, as we cruise down the highway of holiness, joy will replace heaviness and gladness will replace sadness. On the glorious highway of holiness will be replaced by singing and rejoicing.

And I can’t wait!

Chapter 36
 

The Assyrians had been swallowing up territory between Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria, and Jerusalem, the capital city of Judah. They had already defeated Israel’s ten northern tribes. With the Assyrian forces only ten miles from Jerusalem, it looked as though Jerusalem, a relatively small and weak city, would be defeated, as well. But God had promised that He would bring about deliverance. And this is the story of that deliverance…

Isaiah 36:1
 

Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them.

Hezekiah, king of Judah, was a very godly man. Yet, being a man, he had the vulnerability and weakness common to all men. Earlier, he had tried to appease the Assyrians by stripping the gold and silver from the doors of the temple and giving it to Sennacherib. But he found the same thing that you and I find. That is, appeasing the devil never works because he always wants more.

Isaiah 36:2, 3
 

And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field. Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah’s son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son, the recorder.

Here, Rabshakeh, Sennacherib’s right-hand man, met with the leaders of Judah.

Isaiah 36:4–6
 

And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him.

“Who are you guys trusting?” Rabshakeh asks the three-man council representing Hezekiah. “Are you trusting in the Egyptians?” That was the earlier tendency of God’s people. In chapter 30, they wanted to send ambassadors to Egypt because, like them, the Egyptians were also afraid of the Assyrians. Logically and politically, it would have made sense for Judah and Egypt to become allies. But Isaiah said, “Don’t do it. Seek the Lord alone.”

Isaiah 36:7
 

But if thou say to me, We trust in the LORD our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar?

“You’re claiming to trust in the Lord. But that won’t work,” Rabshakeh continued, “because Hezekiah destroyed the altars of Jehovah.” While it is true that Hezekiah destroyed altars, they weren’t Jehovah’s altars. They were altars of false gods. Therefore Rabshakeh was speaking ignorantly.

Isaiah 36:8
 

Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

“Your army is so impotent that I’ll even sell you 2,000 horses—if you can find men to ride them,” Rabshakeh taunted.

Isaiah 36:9, 10
 

How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? And am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

Rabshakeh continues, saying, “The Egyptians won’t help you. The Lord won’t help you. You can’t even ride horses. And besides that, He sent us to destroy you.”

There is no record that the Lord spoke to the Assyrians or that they would have listened if He did. Isaiah had declared God would use them as a tool in His hand. Perhaps this is Rabshakeh’s reference (Isaiah 10:5, 6).

In World War I, the Germans were absolutely convinced God was on their side. Their theologians, their pastors, their born-again leaders were convinced that God was on the side of Germany and, therefore, they assumed they must be victorious. Obviously, history proved otherwise. As Americans, we can fall into that same mindset, thinking that everything we do must be of God because, as everyone knows, God is an American. But, obviously, that’s just not so, because, as Isaiah will declare, all nations before God are as nothing (40:17).

Isaiah 36:11
 


Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews’ language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall.

When the people of Jerusalem began to sit on the wall in order to listen to the conversation taking place between Sennacherib’s and Hezekiah’s negotiators, Hezekiah’s men asked that they be spoken to in Syrian lest the Jewish populace become demoralized.

Eavesdropping on the wall usually ends up only in a fall. In Psalm 131, David said, “I don’t think of myself too highly or exercise myself in matters that are too great for me.” What freedom there is in understanding we don’t have to be privy to everything.

Isaiah 36:12, 13
 

But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you? Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria.

As exemplified by Rabshakeh, a big mouth is often indicative of a bad heart. When someone has to speak loudly to make himself heard, there’s often something amiss in his heart.

Isaiah 36:14–18
 

Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern; Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?

Rabshakeh does just what Satan does to us. First, he plants a question in the ears of the people of Jerusalem concerning their king. “Hath God really said you are not to eat of the fruit of every tree?” Satan hissed, planting doubt in the mind of Eve concerning God’s goodness (Genesis 3:1).

“If you eat of the tree, you’ll become like God,” Satan lied (Genesis 3:5).

“If you surrender, we’ll give you corn and your own vineyards, water, wine, and oil,” Rabshakeh said. In other words, “If you ignore your king and join me, you’ll find true satisfaction.”

Isaiah 36:19–22
 

Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king’s commandment was, saying, Answer him not. Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

As Rabshakeh was making accusations, raising questions, and planting doubts, Hezekiah’s men were silent because he had told them to “answer the king not.” That is a wise word indeed. Too many people dialogue with the devil when they should simply not answer a word. In Jude, we read that not even the archangel dared bring accusation against the devil, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you” Satan (Jude 9).

Walk with the Lord, gang. Talk to the Lord. Trust in the Lord. But answer Satan not a word.

Chapter 37
 

Isaiah 37:1
 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.

When Hezekiah heard that Rabshakeh was threatening, he went to the best place he could go. He went to the house of the Lord. When things are coming down, when things are looking bad, the best place for us to be is in the house of the Lord with the people of God. It’s also the hardest place to get to because when they’re down or attacked, when they feel discouraged or threatened, the tendency of most people is to say, “Lord, I’m just not feeling up to going to church today. I don’t have anything to wear. My daughter has a cold. We don’t have enough money for gas. It’s too late. It’s too early. It’s too hot. It’s too cold.” The enemy will do everything possible to discourage us from coming to the house of the Lord. But Hezekiah knew that was exactly where he needed to be.

Isaiah 37:2, 3
 

And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.

Hezekiah sent a message to Isaiah, saying, “Rabshakeh has been troubling us, threatening us, and blaspheming God. The time has come to stand—but we have no strength.”

Do you ever feel that way? You know it’s a time to be strong, to stand up, to stand fast—and yet you feel drained?

Isaiah 37:4, 5
 

It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

“Pray for us,” Hezekiah’s messengers said to Isaiah. “Seek the Lord on our behalf.”

Gang, this is what the body is all about. There are times when you know you need to be strong and to stand fast, but you feel weak. In those times, you can go to the Isaiahs in your midst and say, “Would you pray for me? I know I need the Lord, but I feel too weak to even call upon Him.”

“God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you,” Samuel said (1 Samuel 12:23). If you’re not drained and weak like Hezekiah and his men be like Samuel and Isaiah. Go to prayer for those who are linked to us but who are sapped and drained. We have opportunity to stand beside them and to intercede for them that they might be strengthened and replenished in their own day of need.

Isaiah 37:6, 7
 

And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

Isaiah answered Hezekiah’s fears with a sure word from the Lord that Rabshakeh and the Assyrians would fall.

Of Jesus, Isaiah would prophesy, “The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned” (50:4). Do we have a sure word for the fearful people around us? We will if we wake morning by morning to wait on the Lord.

Isaiah 37:8–11
 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered?

When the Assyrian army was called away to engage in a different battle, Rabshakeh said to Hezekiah, “We’ve got to leave for awhile—but don’t think God is delivering you. We’ll be back.”

Isaiah 37:12, 13
 

Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?

These were all cities destroyed by the Assyrians.

Isaiah 37:14, 15
 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying,

I love this! Hezekiah took this threatening letter to the house of the Lord and spread it out before Him. That’s always a good thing to do with threatening letters that come your way or bills too big to pay. Just spread them out and say, “Lord, help!”

Logically and militarily, Jerusalem was no match for Assyria. But that didn’t stop Hezekiah from calling out to the only One who could save them.

Isaiah 37:16, 17
 

O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God.

I love studying prayers in the Bible—especially prayers that bring results. Hezekiah begins his prayer by extolling the greatness of God. So too, when we begin our prayers at the point of worship, the problems we thought were insurmountable shrink radically in comparison to the awesome power of God.

When we look at the earth, we see gigantic mountains and deep valleys. But from heaven’s perspective, this earth is as smooth as a bowling ball. In fact, scientists tell us that if our planet were shrunk to the size of a bowling ball, the bowling ball would, proportionately, have more ridges in it than the earth. That’s what worship does. It puts us in the heavenlies, above the situation, and suddenly the big mountains in our lives aren’t so big anymore.

Isaiah 37:18–20
 

Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries, And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only.

This is a prayer that produces power because the motivation was not for Hezekiah’s protection but for God’s glorification. Hezekiah’s prayer was not, “Lord, we want You to deliver us because we want to be comfortable.” No, Hezekiah’s prayer was that God be glorified.

“In my life, Lord, be glorified,” we sing. But what if that means God is more glorified by our poverty than our prosperity? What if it means God is more glorified in our dying than in our healing? What if it means God is more glorified in our affliction than in our comfort? As we pray, we would do well to ask ourselves the reason for our requests. Are they to glorify God or to satisfy ourselves? If they’re truly to glorify God, we can trust that God will have His way—no matter the outcome.

Isaiah 37:21–23
 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria: This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.

Sennacherib was accustomed to serving powerless gods who could neither see, hear, nor speak (Psalm 135:15–17). Here, however, he had come up against the Creator rather than the created. Thus, his threats were nothing more than “idol threats.”

Isaiah 37:24, 25
 

By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places.

These are allusions to the Assyrian’s self-proclaimed capability to overcome any physical obstacle in their path of conquest.

Isaiah 37:26–28
 

Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.

All the while the Assyrians thought it was their own might and ingenuity that enabled them to devour any nation at will, they were only able to do so by God’s assent (Isaiah 10:5, 6).

Isaiah 37:29
 

Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.

The Assyrians were known for putting hooks in the noses and bridles in the lips of their captives. “Be not deceived,” Paul would write to the Galatians, “God is not mocked. Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (6:7). Therefore, hooks and bridles would be used upon Assyrians.

Isaiah 37:30
 

And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.

Here, God’s promise to His people is that they would eat the fruit of their own land, that they wouldn’t be carried away captive.

Isaiah 37:31
 

And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward:

How do you bear fruit? By sinking your roots down deep in the Word of God. It is as your roots go down that fruit will go up.

Isaiah 37:32, 33
 

For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it.

Even though nearly 200,000 Assyrians were camped outside the city walls, God said to Isaiah, “Not even a single arrow will fly over.”

Isaiah 37:34, 35
 

By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

The Lord promised to defend His people not because of their righteousness, but for His own purposes. That’s the same reason the Lord will defend you. Psalm 2 tells us the Father promised to give the Gentiles an inheritance. As Gentiles, we’re that inheritance. Therefore, He’s going to protect us and see us through not because of anything we have done, but because of the covenant He made with His Son.

Isaiah 37:36
 

Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

One hundred eighty-five thousand Assyrians were wiped out in one evening by the angel of the Lord—an incredible, monumental victory. God’s ways are beyond even our wildest conjectures.

Isaiah 37:37, 38
 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

History confirms that, as Sennacherib was praying to his god, his sons pushed over the stone idols upon him and then stabbed him in the back. It was a fitting, although tragic end to this one who worshiped idols created by man instead of the Creator of the universe.

Chapter 38
 

Isaiah 38:1
 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.

Unless we’re raptured, we’re going to die. Are our houses in order? Are our families ready to walk with the Lord?

Isaiah 38:2, 3
 

Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

“Set your house in order, it’s time to go home,” God said. Yet what did Hezekiah say? We’ll read in verse 14 that he chirped like a bird, begging for his own way.

Isaiah 38:4–8
 

Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city. And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.

A miracle took place. Hezekiah demanded and God obliged. Hezekiah’s life would be prolonged fifteen years and the sundial would move forty-five minutes backward as proof.

Isaiah 38:9–16
 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years. I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me. What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.

“I’m doomed, I’m going down. I’m dying,” Hezekiah declared before the Lord healed him.

In the fifteen additional years he was given, Hezekiah made two terrible mistakes. In addition to giving the Babylonians reason to attack Judah (39:5–8), he fathered a son named Manasseh—the worst king in Judah’s history. It was Manasseh who finally brought down the judgment of God upon Judah.

I believe Hezekiah’s story is recorded to show us that there is both a perfect and permissible will of God. Therefore, the best way to pray is to pray like Jesus, who, in the Garden of Gethsemane, said, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup of suffering pass from Me. Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done. You know what’s best. And I submit to that.”

Isaiah 38:17–20
 

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD.

Hezekiah sang this song of deliverance after being given fifteen additional years to live on earth. We have been given not fifteen years, but all of eternity—not to live on earth, but to live in heaven. How much greater, then, should our song of deliverance be!

Isaiah 38:21, 22
 

For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover. Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?

Evidently, Hezekiah had some kind of skin disease, perhaps a boil that was causing his body temperature to rise dangerously. Here, we see that, while God performed the miracle of moving the clock backward, He also used a common medicinal substance of the day to heal Hezekiah. Medicine doesn’t heal. Miracles don’t heal. Our own immune systems don’t heal. It is God who heals. And He can use medicine, miracles, our own bodies, or a combination of all three to do His will.

Chapter 39
 

Isaiah 39:1 (a)
 

At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon…

Following the destruction of Assyria, Babylon emerges as the new world power. This is an important transition because it will be Babylon who will ultimately carry the Jews into captivity. Where did Babylon get the idea to attack Jerusalem? Read on…

Isaiah 39:1 (b), 2
 

…sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered. And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.

When Hezekiah received a threatening letter from the Assyrians, he prayed. When he got a flattering letter from the Babylonians, did he pray? No, he said, “Thanks for the get-well card, guys. Come and see all my treasures. I’ll take you on a tour.” No doubt, as the Babylonians were taking in Judah’s wealth, they were also making mental notes.

The lesson for us in this is not to take only threatening letters to the Lord, but to take the flattering ones as well because they’re just as dangerous—if not more so.

Isaiah 39:3, 4
 

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.

In Luke 2, on two occasions, when Mary was given revelation and insight, the Word says she treasured those things in her heart. If God gives you treasured revelation, you don’t need to immediately spout it out to everyone. If God gives you insight and glorious truths, sometimes the wisest thing to do is to simply treasure them in your heart.

Isaiah 39:5–8
 

Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

When he learned that his sons would be carried into captivity, rather than chirping, chattering, and demanding his own way, Hezekiah said, “Good is the word of the Lord.” It is as if Hezekiah had finally grown up.

Chapter 40
 

In chapters 1 through 39, we’ve seen the Lord as sovereign sitting on the throne. In chapters 40 through 66, however, we see the Lord as Savior, hanging on the Cross. In chapters 1 through 39, we saw the law of God pointedly proclaimed. In chapters 40 through 66, we see the love of God powerfully portrayed. “The burden of the Lord” is the theme of chapters 1 through 39. “The blessing of the Lord” is the theme of chapters 40 through 66. The first section dealt with the judgment from God. The second deals with the joy of God.

Isaiah 40:1
 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

Many people call this section the Gospel according to Isaiah. It begins with these words, which, in a sense, introduce the Gospel story because we hear John the Baptist, in introducing the Person of Jesus Christ, quote this particular chapter to begin the Gospels. After thirty-nine chapters of the Lord convicting His people, He now begins to comfort them.

“Comfort My people,” the Lord instructs Isaiah. “I’ve shared with them the burdens. Now I want to give them the blessings. I’ve spoken to them with conviction. Now I want to minister to them comfort.” They were so prone to wander, so prone to mess up—and yet they were still God’s kids. That’s why He says, “Comfort yet My people.”

Our Father sets a pattern for us as earthly parents. Even as sometimes we have to deal with our kids rather severely, it should always be followed with the second section. After conviction and correction, our Father always comforts. We must do the same.

Isaiah 40:2 (a)
 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned…

How was Isaiah to comfort God’s people? First, he was to tell the nation that her warfare would come to an end and that her iniquity was pardoned. How are we to comfort others? By telling people that warfare is coming to an end, that life is short, that life goes fast, that Jesus is coming back.

Isaiah 40:2 (b)
 

…for she hath received of the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

In Isaiah’s day, if you couldn’t pay your creditors, a violation of your contracts would be posted on your house with a warning that in a short time, the house would be repossessed and you would be evicted—unless there was a redeemer who could pay your debt. In that case, the paper would be folded up, tacked to the wall, and marked “Paid.”

That’s the message of the New Testament. Our sins are forgiven. Therefore, tell the person who feels guilty, depressed, discouraged, or defeated that Jesus is coming back and that their sins are forgiven—for those are comforting words, indeed!

Isaiah 40:3
 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“Comfort My people,” Isaiah was instructed. “And prepare them for the coming of Christ.”

John the Baptist used this passage when he was asked by the Pharisees who he was.

“Are you the Christ?” they asked. “Are you Elijah? Are you that prophet?”

“No,” he said. “I am a voice crying in the wilderness, preparing a way for the coming of the Lord” (John 1:19–23).

That’s the essence of ministry for you and me as well. We are not to draw attention to ourselves, but rather we are to prepare the way for Jesus. I can’t be like Elijah—raising the dead and calling down fire from heaven. But I can be like John. I can talk about Jesus, preparing a way for Him.

Isaiah 40:4, 5
 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

The valley of depression, discouragement, and defeat needs to be filled in. The mountain of pride and prayerlessness and haughtiness needs to be taken down. The crooked place of errors needs to be straightened out. And the rough places of irritation need to be made smooth. I don’t have time to be in the valley of depression or to feel sorry for myself. I’ve got work to do. I don’t have a right to be proud or irritated because I have a job to do. We need to forget about our own problems and pain, hurts and heartaches. We need to realize that we have the same call John the Baptist did: to prepare a way in the wilderness of this world for Jesus.

Isaiah 40:6–8
 

The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

In contrast to the withering grass and fading flower, the Word of God stands forever. His promise that He will never leave you, that He is going to finish the work He began in you, that He’s coming back for you will never change.

Isaiah 40:9
 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

If you want a life of purpose and substance, do the work of an evangelist. Lift up your voice and tell people to behold the One who created them, who loves them, who has a plan and a purpose for them.

The word, “evangelist,” comes from a Greek word that speaks of people who traveled from city to city selling soap. These soap-sellers, or “evangelists,” went from town to town crying loudly, “You’re dirty. But you can be clean!” Then they would demonstrate the power of the soap. We have that same opportunity—to tell people they can be clean, that their sins are forgiven.

Isaiah 40:10, 11
 

Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

This speaks, of course, of Jesus, our Shepherd. I’m so glad it is the weakest of us that He carries closest to His heart and that it is those of us who are bogged down with cares or concerns that He gently leads.

For topical study of Isaiah 40:11, see “Jesus, Our Shepherd.” 

Isaiah 40:12 (a)
 

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand…

Jesus is not only a gentle Shepherd, but also the powerful Creator. The picture here is one of Him pouring the water of the oceans of the world out of His hand. Three-quarters of our world is water. In fact, there is so much water on this planet that if it were flattened out, the entire earth would be under 1.5 miles of water. And yet the Lord measures all of that water with His hand.

Isaiah 40:12 (b)
 

…and meted out heaven with the span…

A “span” is the distance between one’s little finger and thumb. In other words, God holds the heavens with His hand. The fact that it would take millions of light-years to cross our galaxy alone means that God’s hand is a pretty big hand—certainly more than big enough to handle whatever challenges face us.

Isaiah 40:12 (c)
 

…and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?

Thirty thousand cubic tons of cosmic dust falls to our planet each year. And the Lord measures it all.

Isaiah 40:13, 14
 

Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?

Who counsels this One who measures the seas with His palm, who holds the heavens in His hand, who weighs mountains? I do. How many times I have caught myself praying, “Lord, here’s what needs to happen.… This is what You must do.…”

Do you ever try to counsel the Lord in your prayer—advising Him about what should happen, how He should work, or what He should do? The best way to pray is to cast our cares upon Him and to share our burdens with Him, but then to say, “Lord, Your will be done because You know best.”

Isaiah 40:15–17
 

Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

How comforting it is to know that our Father is on the throne and that the nations that threaten the world are no problem for Him.

Isaiah 40:18–22 (a)
 

To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth…

“God sits on the circle of the earth,” Isaiah declares. In Job 26:4, we read that the Lord hangs the earth on nothing. Throughout history, there have been other explanations for this phenomenon. African cultures thought the earth sat on the back of a huge tortoise. Hindu cultures thought it was held on the back of an elephant. The Greeks thought it was held on the shoulders of Atlas. Western cultures thought it was flat.

Isaiah 40:22 (b)
 

…and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers…

We read in Numbers 13 that the people of Israel didn’t initially enter the Promised Land because they felt like grasshoppers in the eyes of the people who lived there. Here, God is saying, “You might be grasshoppers in their sight, but they’re grasshoppers in My sight.”

The same is still true. Whoever or whatever stands against you is as a grasshopper in God’s sight. Therefore, rather than worrying, believe that your Father loves you and will see you through.

“I have a hard time believing that,” you say. “Maybe it’s because I’m not praying right.”

I think of the little girl who came to her father and said, “Daddy, would you please put gasoline on my lips?”


“Sure, honey,” the father said as he went into the bathroom, opened the medicine cabinet, and pulled the Vaseline off her shelf. Yes, the little girl got her words mixed up, but did her father say, “You want gasoline on your lips? Then gasoline is what you’re getting”? Of course not! He’s her father. He knew what she meant.

“If you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, don’t you know that the heavenly Father will give good gifts to His?” Jesus asked (Matthew 7:11). Listen, dear folks, your vocabulary might be all mixed up. You might not pray with eloquence, but your Father knows what’s in your heart. And even if you get it all jumbled up, He’s not going to say, “Gasoline, huh? Gasoline it is!”

Isaiah 40:22 (c)
 

…that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:

British scientist, Sir James Jeans, became very well known in the scientific community when he first discovered his theory was correct. Galaxies are moving away from our galaxy in every direction, which has caused astronomers to conclude that at some point, even as all galaxies are moving out, pressing the edge, expanding the universe, they must have been together at one point in time, lending further scientific evidence to the understanding that there was a single point of creation.

Isaiah 40:23
 

That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.

God warns us not to put too much stock in leaders and judges. Don’t build your life hoping you’ll find a politician, judge, or Supreme Court nominee who is perfect and flawless. It won’t happen.

Isaiah 40:24–26
 

Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.

Of the stars, Isaiah says God knows each one by name. Who puts the stars in place, names them, and keeps them from falling? God.

Isaiah 40:27
 

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God?

“That’s great that God knows all the stars by name,” you might be saying. “It’s great that He spans the universe in His hand and sits on the circle of the earth, that He makes leaders and judges as nothing. But could a God who is that big and powerful be interested in me? Does He really care that I’m having a hard time with my electric bill? Does He really care that my daughter has a sore throat?” That was the attitude of God’s people in Isaiah’s day. They didn’t so much dispute God’s greatness as they questioned His care.

Isaiah 40:28
 

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.

We tend to think of God in anthropomorphic terms, that, because He controls the universe, He must certainly be too tired to talk to us. But here, God says, “I don’t have limited time, energy, or understanding.”

Isaiah 40:29–31
 

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Notice that here, we are told not to wait for God but to wait upon Him. Like a waiter in a restaurant, we’re to take an active part in pleasing Him. We’re to honor Him with worship in the morning. We’re to talk to Him in the evening. We’re to look for ways to serve Him by loving people throughout the day. And, as we wait on the Lord, we’ll find more strength to wait on Him even more in a never-ending cycle.

 
 

JESUS, OUR SHEPHERD

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 40:11


In many of the major cities across our country, groups of men gather together to bang heads, break bones, throw tackles, and hit hard. These groups of men often liken themselves to animals. There are the Chicago Bears, the Detroit Lions, the Atlanta Falcons, the Denver Broncos. But never in either the history or the future of the National Football League will there be a team named the Lambs or the Sheep. It won’t happen because lambs and sheep are some of the dumbest and most helpless animals in all of God’s creation.

Yet our Father, in His honesty, has likened us to lambs and sheep because we are rather dumb and very helpless. We’ve gone astray, wandered off, and foolishly ignored the things that are right and good. Yet God doesn’t forsake us or come down on us. Instead, He gives a promise to us—that He will give us a Shepherd who will lead us, a Shepherd who will carry the weakest and most helpless among us in His arms and gently lead those with young.

Who is this Shepherd?

• In John 10, Jesus referred to Himself as the Good Shepherd.

• The author of Hebrews refers to Him as the Great Shepherd.

• Peter refers to Him as the Chief Shepherd.

People in Isaiah’s day were very familiar with shepherds, theirs being an agrarian society. But, in addition to being familiar with them culturally, God’s people would have had an understanding of shepherds Scripturally and historically…

The Good Shepherd


I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
John 10:11


In Genesis 4, we see Abel, the first shepherd. His older brother, Cain, was a tiller of the ground, a farmer. One day, these two brothers were preparing a sacrifice for the Lord. Cain brought the fruits of his hands—that which he had toiled and struggled to bring about with his own energy and effort. We are told that Abel, on the other hand, brought his offering not according to his works, but by faith (Hebrews 11:4). God honored Abel’s offering, for Abel speaks to us of the good Shepherd who would give His own life for the sheep. You see, after Abel sacrificed the lamb, Cain slew him, angry that his own sacrifice wasn’t accepted by God. Thus, it wasn’t just the sheep that was slain, but the shepherd was slaughtered as well.

Jesus Christ is the good Shepherd who became the Lamb of God. He became a Lamb for me and was slaughtered on my behalf.

Would you have done that?

If God came to you and said, “I want you to become a sheep. Go out in the valley, live among the sheep, graze with them, hang around them, swat away the flies, put up with the burrs, live in the barn—and then be slaughtered,” would you have agreed? Yet when the Father turned to Jesus and Jesus agreed to become a Man the step down for Him was an infinitely greater step down than the step down you would have to take to become a sheep. And He remains in that state of humanity forever. It wasn’t that He became a lamb and then laid aside that humility and humanity, but He retains the state of God-Man through the ages to come for you and me.

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.…
Hebrews 12:24, 25 (a)


The blood of Jesus speaks better things than the blood of Abel. Why? Because the blood of Abel spoke of Cain’s sin (Genesis 4:10). The blood of Abel spoke of condemnation. But the blood of Jesus speaks not of condemnation but of salvation, redemption, forgiveness. The blood of Jesus cleanses you from all sin and it cries out from the ground, from the foot of the Cross, “Forgiven. Cleansed. Redeemed.”

The Great Shepherd


Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Hebrews 13:20, 21


Joseph was another shepherd in the life of Israel. Joseph had twelve brothers, but, because he was his father’s favorite, his brothers were jealous and decided he must die. So they threw Joseph into a pit and left him for dead. One brother, however, went back, pulled him out, and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to a group of slave traders.

The slave traders took Joseph to Egypt. Through a series of events, he became second only to Pharaoh and sat on the throne of Egypt. When a seven-year famine hit the region, Joseph’s brothers went to Egypt for food, not realizing it was Joseph with whom they would deal. When he identified himself, they were terrified. But Joseph said, “Although you meant evil against me, God meant it for good, to save many people alive” (see Genesis 50:20). Then he invited his brothers and father to live in Goshen—the best part of Egypt. Even though shepherds were considered an abomination in Egypt, Joseph’s brothers were protected there. Why? Because a shepherd was on the throne.

Joseph points to and speaks of Jesus Christ, a Shepherd who also was hated by his brothers, the religious leaders of His day. He, too, was a Shepherd who was slaughtered and left for dead, but who also rose out of the pit of the grave, a Shepherd who sits at the right hand of the Father, where He lives to pray for us and supply our needs while we sojourn in the Egypt of this world.

“In this world”—in this Egypt—“you will have tribulation,” Jesus warned (John 16:33). The Egyptians of this world hate the shepherds, the sheep, the people of God. That is why Paul would say that all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12). Yet here’s the irony: Even though Christians are an abomination in the eyes of the world in many places, we’re blessed because at the right hand of the Father sits a Greater than Joseph, our resurrected Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

The Chief Shepherd


And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
1 Peter 5:4


For forty years, Moses lived in the splendor of Pharaoh’s palace. But he forsook all the pleasures of the palaces and comforts of Egypt because he cared about the people of God who were enslaved in Egypt. As a result, he ended up on the backside of the desert for forty years. It was there that the Lord called him to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let His people go.

Jesus Christ came to this planet to become one of us and to bring deliverance to us. Moses was tempted, no doubt, to avoid the hardship of desert life, even as Jesus, the chief Shepherd was tempted by Satan in the desert. But Jesus turned down Satan’s offer, for, even as Moses was sent to deliver the people of Egypt, Jesus Christ was sent to take us out of Egypt into the land of promise, a place called heaven.

Even as Moses went up to Mount Pisgah, and from there saw the Promised Land before the people ever saw it, Jesus Christ has seen heaven. He came down from heaven to say to us, “Let not your heart be troubled. In My Father’s house are many mansions. I go to prepare a place for you, that where I am you may be also” (John 14:1–3). “I’ve seen it. It’s worth it. Hang in there.”

Throughout Old Testament and New Testament alike, we see the Good Shepherd dying, the Great Shepherd interceding, the Chief Shepherd returning.

In other words, we see Jesus.




 

Chapter 41
 

Here in chapter 41, it is as if we are looking in on a courtroom scene as God calls worshipers of other gods to state their case…

Isaiah 41:1
 

Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment.

“Keep silent,” the Lord says. “Gather your thoughts. Ready your arguments and let us debate.”

Isaiah 41:2–4
 

Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow. He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet. Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.

In God’s opening argument, He says He is raising up a righteous man from the east unlike any other. Some say this righteous man is Abraham, the friend of God, father of the nation Israel. Others suggest it’s Cyrus, king of the Medes and Persians who will overthrow Babylon and be used by God in a very powerful way. But I suggest to you this is most probably Jesus Christ, for He is the only true righteous One, the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last (Revelation 1:11).

Isaiah 41:5
 

The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came.

The nations are coming before the throne of God.

Isaiah 41:6
 

They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage.

“Don’t be afraid,” the heathen nations are saying to one another as they stand in the presence of God.

Isaiah 41:7
 

So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved.

The heathen depend upon their idols as they appear before God.

Isaiah 41:8, 9
 

But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.

There are those who say God is through with the nation of Israel, that the promises of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are irrelevant to the present-day situation in the Middle East. But that just isn’t true. The Lord here says He will not cast Israel away and reiterates His promise in Romans 11.

When the Lord gathers the Gentiles and takes the church to heaven, Israel’s blind eyes shall be opened and there will be an awakening in that nation like the world has never seen. The entire nation will be saved, which will infuriate antichrist, causing him to wage war on Israel.

Isaiah 41:10
 

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

The only courage the heathen could draw was from each other. Israel’s comfort, on the other hand, came from God Himself. This promise is spoken primarily to Israel, but it has application for us, as well. “Don’t be afraid. I’m with you,” God says. “I’ll strengthen you, help you, and uphold you.” What a wonderful, glorious promise.

Isaiah 41:11
 

Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

All those who strive against Israel shall perish. In the end times, countries who wage war against Israel are on the wrong team because, according to Matthew 25, treatment of the Jewish nation during the Tribulation will determine what nations move into the Millennium following the Tribulation period.

Isaiah 41:12, 13
 

Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.

You may be saying, “I understand that the Lord wants to help Israel, but what about me? I’m not as good a student of the Word as I should be. I’m not as good a witness as I ought to be. There are shortcomings and points of failure and struggles in my life. Are these promises simply for people who have it all together?”

I believe the next phrase answers this question…

Isaiah 41:14 (a)
 

Fear not, thou worm Jacob…

“I know what you are, Jacob. You’re a worm,” the Lord said. “But I love you and I’m committed to you.”

Isaiah 41:14 (b), 15
 

…and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff.

Here, it’s as if the Lord says, “You’re a worm, Israel, but I’m going to give you teeth. You’re lowly, but I’m going to make you powerful.” We see this even today in Israel’s amazing military ability.

Isaiah 41:16–18
 

Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.

Traveling through Israel today, this is exactly what you see—a reclaiming of the desert. God has surely given the Israelis the ability to make a little water go a long way, for areas that were once dry and scorched are now beautiful and blossoming.

Isaiah 41:19, 20
 

I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.

When the Zionists began to move back to Israel, the land seemed to be either desert or swamp. So they immediately initiated a tree-planting program. They planted eucalyptus in the swamps, which effectively drained the water. They planted pine trees in the rocky, desert areas, whose roots would break up the rocks and produce soil. All in all, since 1948, well over fifty million trees have been planted in Israel.

Isaiah 41:21–23
 

Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.

To these Gentiles with their idols, God says, “Let your idols predict the future or even the past. Then you’ll see if they are truly gods.”

Between one-fourth and one-third of the Bible is prophetic, describing future events. Why? Because no other holy book dares to do this. God proves His own superiority by the fact that He can do what idols never can.

Isaiah 41:24, 25
 

Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you. I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay.

Who is this one who is coming? A man named Cyrus. And the prophecy, as seen in chapter 45, is one of the most amazing in all of the Bible.

Isaiah 41:26–29
 

Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.

In other words, idols are capable of producing nothing more than hot air—and even that could only be attained by burning them.

Chapter 42
 

In contrast with the idols whose works are nothing, here in chapter 42, we see Someone who is everything.

Isaiah 42:1
 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

This is one of the most wonderful prophecies concerning the coming of Christ. When Jesus was baptized, the words were thundered from heaven, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The Holy Spirit anointed Him at that time, empowering Him for ministry, to accomplish great things for the glory of God.

We receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. The Holy Spirit was already in them when Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit.” But then He said, “Wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes upon you, empowering you for service” (Luke 24:49).

Isaiah 42:2
 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

This speaks of Jesus’ humility and gentleness. Rather than being loud and obnoxious, rather than drawing attention to Himself, Jesus was so ordinary in the eyes of men that Judas had to identify Him to the Roman soldiers (Matthew 26:48).

Isaiah 42:3, 4
 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Jesus doesn’t smash the reed that bends under the heat of the sun. Nor does He douse the smoking flax that doesn’t ignite easily. In fact, as evidenced by the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15), Jesus seems to be most interested in the person who is hurting or struggling. Over and over again, Satan will tell you that if your reed is bruised or your flax is nothing more than smoke that Jesus is really tired of you and about to give up on you. But that’s a lie. Jesus doesn’t break the bruised reed. He doesn’t extinguish the smoking flax. You might look at yourself as hopeless. But He doesn’t. He sees you as you’re going to be. He’s not discouraged because, although you might fail time and again, He won’t.

For topical study of Isaiah 42:1–4, see “Beholding Jesus Christ.” 

Isaiah 42:5, 6
 

Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

As the Light of the world, Jesus would indeed be the Light to the Gentiles (John 8:12).

Isaiah 42:7
 

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

Jesus came to liberate. He came to deliver mankind from the prison of our sin. Therefore, our sins are forgiven totally. Our position is secure eternally. In the Word, He has given us all the answers to life practically. And we know the Creator of the universe personally.

Isaiah 42:8
 

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

When Jesus came on the scene, He was able to do what He taught us we should do. “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven,” He said (Matthew 5:16). Without exception, every time Jesus did a miracle, the people glorified God.

It’s so important that, as the Lord begins to increasingly use you in serving Him, you don’t fall into the subtle temptation of touching the glory, of building a name for yourself or an identity for yourself. It will wipe you out. Perhaps the fastest way you can undo what God desires to do in your life is to start taking credit for it.

Isaiah 42:9–13
 

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands. The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.

The first time Jesus came, He came as a Lamb that was quiet even as He was being led to slaughter (Isaiah 53:7). But when He comes again, He’ll come as the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). The first time He came, He came as the sacrificing Savior. Next time, He’ll come as the conquering King—and He’ll roar like a lion.

Isaiah 42:14, 15
 

I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once. I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools.

When the Lord comes back, He’ll say, “I’ve been quiet for a long time, but now I’m going to make things happen. I’m going to set things right.”

“Fear not, little flock,” Jesus said, “for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). Therefore, if things aren’t right now, don’t worry—they will be soon. This world is not where it’s at, gang. So don’t look here for a city that has foundations (Hebrews 11:10). Don’t try to seek total fulfillment and complete happiness now. Realize that not until Jesus comes back will things be truly right.

We’re pilgrims here and life is short. But Jesus is coming back and He’s going to come with the roar of a lion. When He does, things will be right in all of the world, throughout the entire universe, for all the ages. If you can grasp this, it will take all of the pressure off. If your living room doesn’t get painted, you’ll realize that’s okay. If you don’t get the promotion, you’ll realize that’s okay, too, because when the Lord comes back, everything will be right.

Isaiah 42:16–20
 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods. Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD’s servant? Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not.

In this passage, Isaiah is no longer talking about God’s servant, Jesus, but His servant, the nation Israel. Israel has been given so much, but she’s not seeing. She’s not hearing. Thus, she is indicted for being a people who is blind and deaf.

Isaiah 42:21–25
 

The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore. Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come? Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.

Of His people, the Lord says, “They’re captives. They’re in bondage. They’re ensnared. I’ve chastened them. I’ve poured out fire upon them. But still they don’t respond.”

Like Israel, what will God have to do to finally get us to see that we need to obey His Word? If you’re at a place where you’re wondering why you’re in bondage or why things aren’t working out for you, could it be that there is a point of disobedience or stubbornness in your life? As He did with Israel, God loves you enough to allow the fire of His chastening to come upon you in order that you might return to Him.

 
 

BEHOLDING JESUS CHRIST

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 42:1–4


“Behold My servant,” God proclaims through His prophet, Isaiah. Who is this servant we are told to behold? We can speak with absolute certainty regarding His identity because, in Matthew 12, these four verses are quoted and applied to Jesus.

The setting was this: The Pharisees and religious leaders took counsel to destroy Jesus because they considered Him a lawbreaker for healing a man on the Sabbath. Rather than arguing with them, however, Jesus withdrew to a remote area. The crowds soon heard where He was and flocked to Him. Seeing the needs of the people in the crowd, Jesus ministered to them and began to heal them. To those He healed, He said, “Tell no man what you have received. Don’t make a big deal of this.” Matthew said He spoke this way to fulfill the prophecy we see before us in Isaiah.

“Behold, My Servant.” It’s an exhortation we are given throughout the Word. The word, “behold,” doesn’t mean to quickly glance at. Rather it means to scrutinize, to fix one’s eyes upon, to study carefully. In this day, we are prone to reach for books that give ten steps to this or eight principles for that. But the Lord has a different agenda…

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
2 Corinthians 3:18


When you look at the Lord with openness, you are changed and, in the process, become more like Jesus. When you look at Him, you become more like Him—and suddenly, you don’t need ten steps to get out of depression or even eight steps for a magnificent marriage. If you’re becoming like the Lord, those things take care of themselves. That’s what Moses discovered. Up on the mountain for forty days, he beheld the Lord. When he came down, the people told him his face was glowing. Being in the presence of God caused him to become a reflector of the glory and light of God (Exodus 34).

“You are the light of the world,” Jesus said (Matthew 5:14). But before that, He said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). That means we are simply reflectors of His light. We don’t have light in and of ourselves. But, like the moon, we reflect the Son. And, as we spend time with Him, beholding Him, learning about Him, His light bounces off us even as it did Moses.

But there can be a problem. That is, sometimes the sun can’t shine directly on the moon because the earth is in the way. So too, if we allow the things of the world, the things of this age, the things of this life to become a priority, we won’t reflect the light of Jesus properly. When the world gets in the way, His light is eclipsed. But if we behold Him, we are changed from glory to even greater glory. That’s why David declared that the one thing he desired of the Lord, the one thing he would seek after was to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His temple (Psalm 27:4).

Please note with me five characteristics of this One we are told to behold…

He is Appointed


Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect…
Isaiah 42:1 (a)


According to Acts 4:12, there is no other name under heaven whereby man must be saved. There is only One who has been elected and anointed. Buddha and the rest told us what not to do—and much of what they said was wise. The problem, however, is that if we do the things they told us not to do, there is no solution, no provision for our sins and mistakes. Only One could, only One would die for my sins. That is Jesus Christ. Confucius and company told us what we should do, but they don’t give us the power to do it. Only Jesus died for our sins, rose again, and by His Holy Spirit comes into our lives and gives us the power to do what He told us we should. That’s why He’s the only elect, the only appointed One.

He is Anointed


…I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.
Isaiah 42:1 (b)


Jesus is not only appointed, but He’s also anointed, for at His baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16). From that time, Jesus went about ministering miraculously and preaching persuasively.

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was indwelt with the Holy Spirit all the time He was growing up. But He did not receive the “coming upon”—the empowering and anointing—of the Spirit for service until He was thirty years old and ready to begin His public ministry. If you’re born again, when you became a Christian, the Holy Spirit was placed inside of you and resides within you. But Jesus would tell His disciples that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 1:8). Then they would be truly ready to serve the Lord in ministry.

How do we receive this Spirit? In Luke 11:13, Jesus said, “If you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask.”

It’s really that simple. Just say, “Lord, I need the baptism of, the coming upon, the empowering of the Holy Spirit.” Pray in faith and embrace it with the hands of faith.

Philippians 2 says that Jesus Christ, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God but emptied Himself and made Himself of no reputation. He took on Himself the form of a Servant and became obedient to death. Thus, the miracles Jesus did, the healings He ministered, the witness He gave were not done by His own power. For years, I didn’t know this. I thought everything Jesus did He did simply because He was Jesus. But Philippians 2 makes it clear that when He came to this planet, Jesus became a Man just like me and you. It was as He prayed to the Father and was empowered by the Spirit that He was able to do the things He did. Thus, He’s a perfect example for us. He was empowered by the Spirit just as we must be. He was dependent on the Father just as we must be.

Jesus was anointed to bring justice to the Gentiles. Keep in mind that, in Jesus’ day, Gentiles were despised to such a degree that Jews would travel two hundred miles out of their way to avoid the territory where Gentiles lived. Yet what did Jesus do? Anointed by the Spirit, He brought justice—or help—to all kinds of Gentiles. That’s what the anointing of the Spirit does. It motivates and moves one to love.

The fruit of the Spirit is not prophesying loudly, performing miracles noticeably, or speaking in tongues constantly. The fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5:22). Of this fruit, Paul writes, “If I have the tongues of men and angels, if I have faith to move mountains, if I give my body to be burned in martyrdom, but have not love, I am nothing” (see 1 Corinthians 13). The proof of your being anointed, baptized, and walking in the Holy Ghost is love. Jesus showed it when He went to the Gentiles. He demonstrated it when He touched the lepers. He proved it when He died for me.

He is Approachable


He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.
Isaiah 42:2


If we were even remotely instrumental in feeding 5,000 people with a couple loaves of bread, in raising the dead, in healing lepers, or in opening blind eyes, we would write books, produce movies, and go on endless speaking tours. Not Jesus. “Don’t make a big deal about this,” He said. And every time He did a miracle, the people who saw it glorified not Him but His Father. Yes, He was appointed by the Father. Yes, He was anointed by the Spirit. But He was humble before men. And that is what made Him approachable.

Superstars today are unapproachable if for no other reason than the bodyguards that surround them. But Jesus, the Creator of the Universe, was born in a manger—and anyone can come into a barn. You might never get an appointment with the popular and powerful people of our day, but you can always come into the presence of Jesus (Hebrews 4:16).

He is Affirming


A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.
Isaiah 42:3


Many reeds grew in Galilee—but under the heat of the sun, they would often wilt. Then they’d be stepped on and broken. That’s just like us. We spring up—but when fiery trials come our way, we begin to wilt and then finally collapse. I had a football coach in high school who, when I fainted on the field one time, looked down at me and barked, “Courson, get tough or get out.” All too often, I’m afraid we think of the Lord saying that to us. But our text tells us otherwise, for a bruised reed He shall not break.

Flax doesn’t ignite very well. Mostly, it smolders. That, too, is like us. We know we’re supposed to burn brightly for the Lord—yet usually we’re lucky just to smolder. We think Jesus must be ready to come with a big bucket and douse us altogether. But that’s not what our text says, for a smoking flax He shall not quench. Why? Because He knows our frame and remembers we are but dust (Psalm 103). Therefore, I am convinced that we expect more from ourselves than God expects from us. When we don’t reach our goals, execute our plans, or fulfill our promises, we get down on ourselves. But God doesn’t because He knows we’re dusty, bruised reeds and smoking flaxes. And He loves us nonetheless.

He is Able


He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.
Isaiah 42:4


I get so discouraged with myself. I think, “Lord, my prayer life is not close to what I know it should be. My study of the Word is not what it could be. My witnessing is not what it ought to be.” But Jesus doesn’t get discouraged with me. Why? Because He knows He will complete the good work He began in me (Philippians 1:6). “My sheep are in My hand, no man shall pluck them out,” He says (John 10:28). Jesus is not discouraged and He won’t fail because He has you in His hand and on His heart.

It is important for me to spend time thinking about Jesus because when I consider His attributes, something wonderful begins to happen within me. That is, as I see Jesus in His Word, meditate on His character, and study His personality—as I read the Gospels and behold the Lamb, I become more like Him. Therefore, how I encourage you to make beholding Him your priority—for those who behold Him will not only fall in love with Him, but become more like Him.




 

Chapter 43
 

Isaiah 43:1, 2
 

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

“I’m going to be with you, Israel,” the Lord declared. And indeed He has been—through waters, through fires, through holocausts, through tragedies. King Frederick of Prussia had a debate in his court. He wanted to know if the Bible was really true. Taking the case of the atheist was Voltaire. Taking the side of the Christians was a Moravian missionary named Count von Zinzendorf. The count stood before Frederick and said, “I can prove the validity of the Bible in two words.”

“Oh?” said Frederick. “What are those two words.”

“The Jew,” Count von Zinzendorf answered.

The Jews are truly a miraculous people—for even without a homeland for almost 2,000 years, they retained their identity, heritage, language, customs, and religion.

Isaiah 43:3–7
 

For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.

“I will gather you and bring you back,” the Lord says to His people. We see this happening even now. In the year 1900 when the Zionist movement began to take hold in the area of Palestine, a group of Ethiopian Jews began to make their way north to Israel. When asked why, they said that something stirred in their hearts, calling them home.

Isaiah 43:8–11
 

Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.

In Acts 4:12, we read that there is no other name under heaven whereby men must be saved. I’m glad our Father keeps it very simple for people like me who can get confused so easily.

Isaiah 43:12
 

I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.

Here, God says, “I revealed Myself to you when there was no other god among you.”

If you don’t see God, don’t hear from God, don’t know God, could it be because there’s a strange god in your life? Is it because there is some other passion or priority that is keeping you from seeing the true God clearly? Other gods, other priorities will obscure your vision of the true and living God. They will cloud your spiritual perception very definitely.

Isaiah 43:13–17
 

Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it? Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.

With access to the Persian Gulf by way of the Euphrates, Babylon took pride in her naval capabilities. And yet it would be the Euphrates itself that would provide the Medes and Persians a way into her heavily walled city. So too, the Egyptians no doubt knew that the Israelites were sitting ducks before the Lord parted the waters of the Red Sea and allowed them to cross (Exodus 14). Thus, it is as if the Lord is reminding His people that, even as the Red Sea was no obstacle for Him, the Euphrates River would not deter Him.

Isaiah 43:18–21
 

Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.

Through Isaiah, God says to His people, “Even though you’ve done things that are amiss, remember not the former things. I’m not going to concentrate on your problems and failures. I’m going to do something new.” That’s always the way of our God—looking ahead. Our enemy always looks back. Satan will invariably cause you to reflect or remember the past. Our Father, on the other hand, always fixes our eyes on the things that are ahead because He’s always doing something new (Lamentations 3:23; Mark 2:22).

Isaiah 43:22–28
 

But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities. I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me. Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.

“You have not honored Me,” the Lord says through Isaiah. “Therefore, remind Me why I should bless you.”

In Exodus 32, as God was about to destroy the people of Israel because of their constant complaining and sinning, Moses said, “Lord, You promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that their seed would go on forever. Remember the covenant You made with our fathers.” And we read that the Lord changed His plan because Moses quoted the promise of the Word.

Would God have broken the promise He made if Moses hadn’t quoted it? No, because who put that heart of intercession in Moses in the first place? God put it into Moses that it might be through Moses that He would have reason not to do what judgment demanded. Quoting God’s promises back to Him is a wonderful way to pray—for it provides an open door for Him to do what He planned to do all along.

Just as the Father says, “Put Me in remembrance,” the Son says, “Do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19). You see, when we spend time in communion with Him at His Table, being reminded of the great work Jesus did on our behalf in the past emboldens us to claim His promises for the future.

Chapter 44
 

Isaiah 44:1–4
 

Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses.

Here, the Lord is encouraging Israel—here called Jacob and Jesurun, or “righteous nation,” to not be afraid, that He would pour out the water of His Spirit upon a dry land. We know from Joel 2 that, as the Tribulation period comes to a close, the Spirit will be poured out in such a way that perhaps millions and millions of people will turn to the true and living God in that great and terrible day.

This outpouring was previewed on the Day of Pentecost, but it was not completely fulfilled for Joel 2 speaks of signs in the sky, of the moon turning to blood, and various symbols associated with the Tribulation period. But it also speaks to us personally, for the Lord promises that He will pour water upon he who is thirsty and blessing upon his offspring. I like that because I need the Spirit to be poured upon me and upon my family.

To whom does the Lord pour out His Spirit? Simply to those who are thirsty. And, in that, is a real key. We overcomplicate and overmystify the work of the Spirit in many cases when, in reality, the prerequisite for an outpouring of the Spirit upon your life is simply to say, “Lord, I’m thirsting for more of You.” That’s why Jesus said the woman who acknowledges her thirst is blessed, why the man who admits his hunger will be filled (Matthew 5:6).

If you’re not thirsty, if you don’t have a desire to experience a fuller measure of the Spirit flowing through your life, how do you become thirsty? Ask a jogger or a basketball player. If you start expending energy and start sweating a bit, you’ll find yourself feeling thirsty real fast. The key is to get out and start ministering. Start sharing, loving, and caring—for it is when you’re in the place of loving your neighbor, of sharing with your friends and family, of witnessing to your coworker, of expending energy, that you begin to thirst for more of the Lord.

Isaiah 44:5
 

One shall say, I am the LORD’s; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel.

In that day, when Israel experiences revival in the Tribulation period, when the Spirit is poured out upon Israel, no longer will her people be agnostic as eighty percent of the Jewish nation is today. They’ll call themselves the Lord’s. They’ll remember their heritage and roots and take upon themselves the name of the true and living God.

Isaiah 44:6
 

Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

In Revelation 1:8, we hear Jesus declaring that He is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. Here, we see God declaring that He is the first and the last. This either means that there are two firsts and two lasts—or that Jesus is God.

Isaiah 44:7, 8
 

And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

As proof of His deity and supremacy, God does what no other god dares to do: prophesy the future. And yet even this didn’t keep His people from being seduced by idols.

Isaiah 44:9–17 (a)
 

They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together. The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint. The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house. He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it…

The heathen cultures surrounding Israel and even people within the borders of Israel had fallen into the practice of idolatry. They would cut down a tree and from it build a fire both to bake bread and provide warmth. With the leftover piece of wood, they would carve an idol to worship. “Does that really make sense?” God asks.

What about us? “Little children, keep yourselves from idols,” John would warn (1 John 5:21). There can be a tendency in each of us to get sucked into the stupidity of idolatry because an idol is anything that has a higher priority in our lives than the Lord.

“Thou shalt have no other Gods before Me,” God thundered from Mt. Sinai (Exodus 20:3). Are there gods in our lives that have a higher priority than the Lord? Here’s a simple way to find out: What do you think about in your leisure time when you’re not focused on a specific task or conversation? Whatever it is that dominates your thoughts is the god in your life. Is it a relationship—a guy you wish you could date or a girl you wish you could marry? Is it your career—wondering how you can get ahead? Is it your ministry—wondering how you can reach more people? Is it your body—how to get in better shape? Is it your house—what project you want to do next? Where does your mind naturally go when it’s free to wander? That, in reality, is what has priority in your life. That is the god of your life.

This is a sobering thought, an important assessment we need to make.

Isaiah 44:17 (b)–20
 

…and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god. They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

Not only is there stupidity in idolatry, but there is tragedy, as well, because of its inability to deliver. When tragedy strikes, as it will, you can go to your closet and say to your wardrobe, “Deliver me,” but it won’t be able to. You can say to your car, “Deliver me,” but it can’t. You can say to the possessions and creativity in your house, “Deliver me,” but they won’t provide the deliverance you need.

Idols can’t deliver you, but they can and will dehumanize you…

But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. Psalm 115:3–8


A person becomes like that which he worships. When we worship the Lord, we become more like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18). Conversely, if we worship an idol, we’ll become like that idol. How can you have victory over the idols that seem to dominate and control your life?

We see the answer in 1 Samuel 5…

Having captured the ark of the covenant, which represented the presence of the Lord, the Philistines brought it into the temple of their god, Dagon. Upon its arrival, Dagon fell on his face before it. The priests propped up their god, only to discover the next day that it had fallen again—this time, breaking its head and hands. Realizing the presence of the true God their fish-god couldn’t dwell in the same place at the same time, the Philistines packed up the ark, put it on a wooden cart, and sent it back to Israel.

From this, we see that the way to have victory over the Dagons in our lives is not to try to pull them down or push them over, but simply to bring in the presence of God because where God’s presence is, Dagon naturally falls. The key to overcoming darkness is not to yell at it or fight it. The key is simply to turn on the light. The way to have victory over the idols that have set themselves up in our hearts is to daily bring the presence of God into our lives. As we spend time with the Lord in the light of His Word, Dagon will fall.

Ignore morning devotions, church attendance, Bible study—and Dagon will stand strong in your life. But bring in the presence of the Lord as you worship with His people, as you spend time in His Word, as you worship Him day by day, and you’ll be free.

Isaiah 44:21
 

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.

Even to these people who are ensnared by idols, even to these people struggling with sin, the Lord says, “I have not forgotten you.”

Isaiah 44:22
 

I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

Notice that the Lord doesn’t say, “I will blot out your sins and I will redeem you.” He says, “I have blotted out your sins. I have redeemed you.” The work is already done. I don’t have to try to merit or earn it. Instead, I can just rejoice in it.

That’s the good news of the gospel. In Matthew 12:31, Jesus said, “All manner of sin shall be forgiven all men except the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit—ignoring His tug on your heart to turn to the Lord.” That is the only sin that will send a man to hell. Every other sin has been cleansed and forgiven. This is what makes evangelism so exciting. We can go to people and proclaim the good news that their sins are forgiven, that God neither records nor remembers their sin.

Isaiah 44:23
 

Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

Throughout the Word, why does the Lord exhort creation to praise Him? In John 1:12, we read that Jesus came unto His own—speaking of all creation—but His own—speaking of humanity—received Him not. Creation did indeed receive Him. When He stepped out of the boat, the water supported Him. When He told the winds to be still, they hushed. “Tell Your disciples to quiet down,” the Pharisees said.

“If they did, the rocks would break out in song,” Jesus said (Luke 19:40).

All of creation is ready and willing to submit to Jesus Christ except humanity. Mankind is the only part of creation that folds its arms. May this not be true of us.

Isaiah 44:24–26
 

Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:

The Lord says, “I am the Lord. I make all things and I frustrate the spiritual practitioners, the liars, all of the people who come on the scene claiming to have ability in spiritual matters.”

Isaiah 44:27, 28
 

That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

This prophecy concerning Cyrus which continues on in chapter 45 is one of the most astounding in all of the Old Testament. It predicts that a man named Cyrus would come on the scene, saying that Jerusalem would be built and the foundations of the temple would be laid. At this time, Jerusalem was already built and the temple was standing tall, so what relevancy could this have to anything, the people must have wondered. But 200 years later, a man named Cyrus did indeed appear on the scene as king of the Persian empire. And it would be this Cyrus who would give the order for the Jews to rebuild the city and temple the Babylonians had destroyed.

Chapter 45
 

Isaiah 45:1–4
 

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me:

With her three-hundred-fifty-feet-high walls that were over eighty feet thick and interspersed with two hundred seventy watchtowers, with her granaries that stored a twenty-year supply of food, and with the Euphrates flowing right through the city, Babylon was thought to be invincible. But a Persian king named Cyrus determined that the only way to control that part of the world would be to destroy Babylon itself. So he launched a siege against Babylon. Perhaps to mock the Persians’ audacity, Babylon’s king, Belshazzar, called his princes and lords together for a party. Unbeknownst to all of them, however, Cyrus had diverted the Euphrates River several miles upstream in order to use its dry riverbed as a path under the city wall. At the very moment the mission was launched, a hand appeared on the wall of Belshazzar’s palace, writing the words Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin (Daniel 5:25).

When the prophet, Daniel, was called to decipher the writing, he translated it as “You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting.” Just then, Cyrus and his men entered the city and Babylon—along with her vast treasures fell—exactly as Isaiah had prophesied two hundred years earlier.

Isaiah 45:5–7
 

I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.

On the eve of their being carried into captivity, God says He has plans for His people they wouldn’t understand. The Hebrew word translated “evil” is ra, or “catastrophe.” This means that the Lord is the One who at the very least allows, if not creates, certain situations in my life that to me might seem unsettling or catastrophic.

Too often, we blame Satan for the wrong in our lives. But, as we know from Job 1, Satan can’t do a single thing to us unless it is allowed by the Lord. Therefore, if I complain about any given situation, I am actually rebelling against God who is on the throne allowing it or even possibly creating it. I need to remember that my Father not only sends blessings my way but also pours me from vessel to vessel to purify me (Jeremiah 48:11). As unsettling as this may be, the process is necessary in order that He might accomplish His purposes in me that will have repercussions into eternity.

Isaiah 45:8, 9
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?

In itself, clay is relatively worthless. But in the hands of the potter with a picture in his mind of what he wants to create, it can become something of beauty. Do you ever feel like you’re going in circles, that you’re being pushed and poked and prodded? If you do, consider yourself blessed because it means the Master Potter is transforming you into a vessel He can use. The Lord knows what He’s doing, so don’t fight against it because if you fight against God and “win,” you lose. If you demand your way and God finally says, “Okay, have your way,” you’re in trouble.

Most of the time, people fight against God because they mistakenly think He is going to do less than the best for them. If we really believed that God only wants to do things that are exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think, that His plan for us is to make the worthless clay of our lives into something beautiful and useful, we wouldn’t fight against Him.

Isaiah 45:10, 11
 

Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth? Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.

“Command ye Me,” the Lord says. And, throughout Scripture, there have been men who have done just that…

For topical study of Isaiah 45:11, see “Command Ye Me.” 

Isaiah 45:12
 

I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.

As our understanding of the universe grows, so does our understanding of God, because He stretches it with His hands.

Isaiah 45:13
 

I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.

In Isaiah 44:28, the Lord called Cyrus His shepherd. But Cyrus was not simply a hireling, as described in John 10, because, in letting the people of Israel return to their land, there was nothing for him to gain.

Isaiah 45:14–17
 

Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying, Surely God is in thee; and there is none else, there is no God. Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end.

The Lord, who raised up Cyrus as a deliverer for Israel, now reiterates His promise to her that she would be saved. As Paul would make clear in Romans 11, God is not through with Israel. She has a key role to play in the ages to come.

Isaiah 45:18
 

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.

In Genesis 1:1, we read that when God created the earth, it was without form and void or literally, created in vain. Does this verse contradict the Genesis account? No, for, along with many others, I believe that between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, Satan was cast out of heaven—which resulted in cataclysmic changes on earth.

The God who created—then recreated—the earth is the same God who promises His people that He has not forsaken them, that they will be saved. Therefore, His capability to do so is beyond question.

Isaiah 45:19
 

I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.

“Ask and it shall be given. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it shall be opened,” Jesus declared (Matthew 7:7). Yet there are things I’ve asked for and didn’t receive. Why? “Ask and it shall be given,” Jesus said—but He didn’t say what would be given. “For every one that asketh receiveth,” Jesus said (Matthew 7:8). What does he receive? Whatever is best. Anyone who asks, seeks, or knocks will indeed get the very best. It might not be what you think is best, but it is what your Father knows to be best. If I don’t ask, I’ll never know if I really did get the best. If I do ask, however, I will receive God’s best. That is why it’s never vain to seek the Lord.

Isaiah 45:20–22
 

Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

When the children of Israel were bitten by poisonous snakes, the Lord instructed Moses and Aaron to make a brass pole and to place a brass snake upon it. Then they were to tell the congregation that whoever looked at the snake on the pole would be saved (Numbers 21). Brass is the metal of judgment. A serpent is a symbol of sin. Therefore, it was a picture of Jesus Christ, who bore the judgment for our sins on the Cross. If we simply look to Him and believe in Him, we’ll be saved from Satan’s poisonous sting of eternal damnation.

 
 
	What do you have to lose by looking to the Lord?

	 Nothing.

	What do you have to gain?

	 Eternity.


 
 
Isaiah 45:23–25
 

I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.

“Unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess,” God declares.

“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” Paul would echo (Philippians 2:10, 11).

 
 

COMMAND YE ME

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 45:11


This text is small but significant. It’s one of those jewels that will reward those who dig it out of the rich soil of Scripture and polish it as they consider its message. It is a powerful promise, a tremendous verse because, in it, the Lord tells us that we are to inquire of Him about the future and give commandment to Him concerning the present.

Now, I understand that the Lord commands me. I have no problem with that. It seems logical and understandable. But for God to say to His people, “You command Me,” seems incredible. What is our Father declaring when He tells us that we are to command Him?

He is not saying what so many seem to be propounding today in the “faith movement.” That is, “Whatever you want, if you claim it in faith, it will come to pass,” for that theology makes us God and it makes God our slave. In other words, we decide what we want, when we want it and how we want it. Then we simply tell God how it should be done and He is obligated to obey.

What God is saying, I believe, is that, knowing the Word and knowing the heart of our Father, we are to come before Him with such assurance and confidence that our prayers take on the flavor of a command. That is why Jesus said, “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7).

In Old Testament history, there were men of God who learned this lesson, who learned to command the Lord in this way…

Joshua


As the Israelites waged war against the Amorites, Scripture says more Amorites were killed by the hailstones the Lord rained down on them than by the swords of Joshua and his men. But when the sun began to set, Joshua realized the Amorites would escape under cover of darkness. So he looked up at the sun and, in front of all Israel, said, “Sun, stand still.” Scriptures say the Lord hearkened unto the voice of Joshua and the sun did indeed stand still (Joshua 10:11–14).

Joshua didn’t pray. Instead, he spoke expectantly and commanded with absolute certainty. Would you have done that? The only way I would have tried it would be if no one was around to see me fail! It’s one thing for us to experiment in the arena of faith as long as nobody’s watching. But Joshua did this in front of the whole nation. And it’s as if the Lord said, “I like that!” So He hearkened to the voice of a mere man.

Jesus taught us the same thing when He said if we have faith the size of a mustard seed and say to the mountain, “Be removed,” it will be removed (Matthew 17:20). Notice that He didn’t say if you hope the mountain will be removed or if you pray that the mountain will be removed, but only if you speak to the mountain will it be removed.

Why does Jesus want us to command verbally? Because Romans 10:9, 10 teaches us that although faith is first found in the heart, it is released through the mouth. To be saved we must believe in our heart that Jesus died for our sin and rose again and we must confess with our mouth that He is Lord.

Elijah


Elijah was another man who commanded the Lord. In 1 Kings 17, we read that he walked into the court of Israel’s king Ahab and announced that it wouldn’t rain for three years. After three years, Elijah prayed seven times with intensity until a little cloud the size of a man’s fist appeared. At that point, he turned to his servant and said, “Run for your life. It’s going to rain!” And it did just that (1 Kings 17).

In writing about this incident, James says Elijah was a man “subject to like passions as we are” (5:17). In other words, he was just like us. He wasn’t a spiritual superstar. He simply knew the secret of praying and commanding.

In Ezekiel 22, we read that, although the Lord was looking for someone who would stand in the gap to pray that judgment would not be poured upon Israel, no one was found. Consequently, the Lord didn’t work the way He had desired.

Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 36:37, 38


Because God is committed to maturing His people for the ages to come, He won’t work capriciously. Rather, He will work when His people pray expectantly. Will we ever truly be that kind of people? Revelation 22 gives us the answer…

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Revelation 22:17


The invitation for anyone who’s thirsty to come is given by both the Spirit and the bride. The Spirit and the bride are working together, inviting people to come and drink of the waters of salvation. It’s not simply God or man working independently. It’s the Spirit and bride working together and seeing things happen. That’s how God has determined to work.

Therefore, if your seventeen-year-old son is addicted to alcohol, don’t just say, “I hope he enlists in Alcoholics Anonymous someday.” Command the Lord, knowing His heart is that he not be in bondage. If your parents are not saved, command the Lord, knowing it is His will that none should perish but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). I can’t command the Lord to give me a new car because I have no biblical grounds to make such audacious claims. But I can command Him in humility and with expectance that my kids would walk in His way because that’s His heart.

Don’t limit your ministry. Don’t shortchange your family. Don’t put barriers around your job. Speak words of faith verbally in the court of Ahab concerning what you know is on the heart of God.

May God help us to be those who command Him as He has invited us to do, realizing that it’s preparing us to become those who depend upon Him and work with Him for the ages to come.




 

Chapter 46
 

Chapter 46 is an indictment against idolatry.

Isaiah 46:1, 2
 

Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast. They stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are gone into captivity.

Bel was the Babylonian god, Baal—ruler of all other Babylonian deities. Nebo was the Babylonian god of science and learning. Worshipers of these and other gods would transport them in carts pulled by oxen, horses, or donkeys.

Isaiah 46:3, 4
 

Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb: And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.

Rather than using beasts of burden to carry His people, the true and living God carries them Himself all the days of their lives.

Isaiah 46:5
 

To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?

Throughout history, people have tried to liken God to various beings. The Greeks said, “If I were God, I’d live on Mount Olympus, be all-powerful, and seduce pretty maidens.” So that’s what their gods did all day long: throw thunderbolts and chase women.

In other cultures, people said, “If I were God, I’d soar through the sky,” so they made their idols like eagles. People make gods out of what they think it would be fun to be. But the problem is, those gods become burdens. If your god is pleasure, you will be burdened with lust. If your god is money, you’ll be in bondage to greed. If your god is your intellect, you’ll be weighed down by pride.

Isaiah 46:6, 7
 

They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship. They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble.

Idols are worthless in the day of trial and tragedy. Not so the true and living God.

Isaiah 46:8, 9
 

Remember this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,

Throughout Scripture, God calls Old and New Testament believers alike to remember the work He has already done on their behalf…

And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. Deuteronomy 5:15


Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually. Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 1 Chronicles 16:11, 12


Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: 2 Timothy 2:8


Seeing God’s hand in the past encourages us to seek His face in the present.

Isaiah 46:10, 11
 

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.

The Persian ensign was an eagle. Therefore, the eagle here speaks of Cyrus, the Persian king who would conquer Babylon.

Isaiah 46:12, 13
 

Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.

“My salvation shall not tarry,” the Lord declared through Isaiah. He said the same thing concerning the vision He gave to Habakkuk, another of His prophets…

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Habakkuk 2:3


The Lord’s timing is perfect. As seen in the next chapter, His delivery of His people was nearer than they could have imagined.

Chapter 47
 

Isaiah 47 deals with the destruction of Babylon who, at this time was a power just coming into prominence. Approximately 150 years after this prophecy was penned, Babylon would fall by the hand of Cyrus, leader of the Medes and Persians.

Isaiah 47:1–3
 

Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers. Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man.

Babylon is referred to as a virgin not because of her moral qualities but because she had never been defeated by any of her enemies. Yet here, the Lord says she will indeed be defeated and humiliated.

Isaiah 47:4, 5
 

As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel. Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.

Why would Babylon be dealt with so severely? Verse 6 tells us.

Isaiah 47:6
 

I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.

Babylon was used as an instrument in the hand of God to chasten His people. Because of her continued practice of idolatry, Judah was carried into captivity for seventy years by the Babylonians. Yet the Babylonians showed no mercy, even to the elderly. And I think in this is a very important word for us. That is, we must not think it is our role or our place to mete out judgment because all too often, we will be harsher and more brutal than the Lord would be.

The sorry tendency of humanity is to ask that mercy be shown to ourselves but judgment shown to others. Why? Because the sins of others always look so much worse than our own sins. After all, we know the reason, the background, the excuses for our own sin—but think no one else has any reason to sin.

Isaiah 47:7–9
 

And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments.

As so many kingdoms before and after her, Babylon thought herself invincible. Yet in a single night, she fell to the invasion of Cyrus and was thus rendered both widowed and childless due to loss of king and loss of life.

Isaiah 47:10, 11
 

For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me. Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.

The Babylonians thought they were on top of every situation, that no one saw them. The atheist still holds this view. Atheists claim not to see God—but the reason is that they don’t find God any more than a thief finds a policeman. “You shall seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart,” the Lord declare (Jeremiah 29:13).

Isaiah 47:12–14
 

Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee. Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it.

Idols, crystals, tarot cards, and astrology will all be worthless in the day of judgment.

Isaiah 47:15
 

Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.

The fortune-tellers and wizards who had freely plied their trade in Babylon would flee at her fall.

Chapter 48
 

Whereas chapter 47 dealt with God’s judgment against Babylon, chapter 48 deals with God’s grace toward Israel…

Isaiah 48:1 (a)
 

Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel…

Abraham was the father of Israel, the first Jew. Called from Ur of the Chaldees, God made a new nation from him. Abraham had a son named Isaac, who had a son named Jacob. Jacob had twelve sons who became the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel. Jacob’s name, which means “heel snatcher,” or “supplanter,” was appropriate because he was one who lived by his wits—conning and tricking people. But one night, seeing no way out of his circumstances, he wrestled all night with the angel of the Lord, saying, “I will not let You go until You bless me.”

In the morning, the Lord said, “You’re no longer Jacob, but you’re going to be called Israel, which means ‘governed by God.’ You’ll no longer rely on your schemes and tricks but by clinging to Me” (Genesis 32).

How I want to be more Israel-like and less Jacob-like. Oh, how much Jacob is still in us. We rely upon our own abilities and personalities, our own plans and principles. But, like Jacob, we need to come to the end of ourselves and say, “Lord, You govern me.”

Isaiah 48:1 (b)–4
 

…and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness. For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The LORD of hosts is his name. I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass;

“You call yourself Israel and claim to be living in the city of God, but your head is hard and your neck is stiff,” God says. These people carried the name “Governed by God,” but in reality, they weren’t living that way. So too, lots of people carry the name Christian, or “little Christ,” but don’t act like Jesus.

Isaiah 48:5–8
 

I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them. Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them. They are created now, and not from the beginning; even before the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them. Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.

God’s people had been so seduced by idolatry that God said, “I’m speaking prophetically so that when events unfold, you won’t think they happened according to your idols’ predictions.”

Isaiah 48:9–11
 

For my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.

“I deferred My anger toward My people for My name’s sake,” the Lord declares. “I wanted to refine you in the furnace of affliction, but found no silver.” What a tragic indictment for God to level at His people: “You wouldn’t let the fiery furnace, the hard trials purify you. Therefore, no silver was found.”

Sometimes we wonder why we face one affliction after another. Could it be it’s because we’re not learning our lesson? Could it be that we’re so stubborn that the Lord has to continually take us through the fire of affliction? Has the Lord been speaking to you about some issue? Is there something the Lord has told you needs to be changed but about which you persistently say, “Maybe later, Lord”? We all go through fiery trials and many are absolutely mandated. But, as we watch the people of Israel, we see that other trials are the result of our own stubbornness concerning lessons God wants to teach.

Isaiah 48:12 (a)
 

Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called…

Linking both the names Jacob and Israel together, it’s as if the Lord says to His people, “I know what you are in the flesh—you’re Jacob. But I see your potential—you’re Israel.”

Isaiah 48:12 (b), 13
 

…I am he; I am the first, I also am the last. Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together.

The One who created heaven and earth would surely have the means to deliver His people.

Isaiah 48:14, 15
 

All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them hath declared these things? The LORD hath loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans. I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous.

The immediate reference would have been to Cyrus. But the ultimate fulfillment would be found in Jesus.

Isaiah 48:16
 

Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.

Verse 16 is one of the great proof texts of the Trinity. Who was the One who was sent? Jesus. Therefore, here we see God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and God the Son.

Isaiah 48:17–19
 

Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea: Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.

From the days in the Garden of Eden until the present, Satan’s greatest lie has been that God is out to condemn and restrict mankind. Here, we see the truth—that He teaches us so that we may profit, prosper, and do well.

Isaiah 48:20, 21
 

Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob. And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.

Before Cyrus ever decreed that the Jews could return to their land, the Lord paved the way. And just as He miraculously provided for His people during their Exodus from Egypt, so He would provide for them in their return from Babylon.

Isaiah 48:22
 

There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.

Chapter 48 ends with an absence of peace for the wicked. Chapter 49, however, will prophesy of the coming of the Prince of Peace to the world…

Chapter 49
 

Chapter 49 is a Messianic prophecy. It portrays the Prince of Peace, the Messiah, Jesus Christ…

Isaiah 49:1
 

Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name.

In Psalm 22, another Messianic prophecy, we read that Jesus had confidence in the Father even as an infant (verse 9). Here, Isaiah reiterates that, even as an infant, Jesus knew He was called by the Father.

Isaiah 49:2 (a)
 

And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword…

“Never man spake like this man,” said the officers of the priests and Pharisees concerning Jesus (John 7:46). Indeed, His spoken word was, like His written Word, a two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). He got to the point. He cut away the calluses and hardness of men’s hearts.

Isaiah 49:2 (b), 3
 

…in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.

Israel, which means “governed by God” is not only the name of a nation and a person but it also speaks prophetically of the One who was perfectly governed by God—Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 49:4 (a)
 

Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain…

Did Jesus think He labored in vain? Humanly, He would have had reason. He was betrayed by one of His own disciples. And there was only one at the Cross. Certainly, our Lord must have struggled with the whispers of Satan, saying, “You failed. The masses have rejected You and even Your own disciples have forsaken You.”

Isaiah 49:4 (b), 5
 

…yet surely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work with my God. And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength.

Although Jesus may have been tempted by Satan to become discouraged, He combated it by looking to His Father—the One who would delight in Him, vindicate Him, and resurrect Him.

Isaiah 49:6
 

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

As a nation, Israel’s original mission was to be a light to the rest of the world. But she turned inward. Not wanting to be polluted by the heathen, she lost compassion and vision for them. The nation of Israel failed. But the true Israel—Jesus Christ—never lost sight of His calling. He lived His life as the Light of the entire world and died to save all mankind.

Isaiah 49:7
 

Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.

Although Jesus was despised and rejected in His First Coming, when He comes again, every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord (Philippians 2:10, 11).

Isaiah 49:8
 

Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;

Paul would reach for this verse in his second letter to the church at Corinth, telling them that now is the accepted time, that now is the day of salvation, purchased by Jesus’ death on the Cross (2 Corinthians 6:1, 2).

Isaiah 49:9
 

That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.

In His first sermon, Jesus declared that His mission was, among other things, to preach deliverance to the captives (Luke 4:18). Jesus not only talked about doing this, but accomplished it when He healed those who were bound by Satan (Matthew 8:16) and, ultimately freed all of mankind from the stranglehold of sin through His death on the Cross.

Isaiah 49:10–12
 

They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.

The immediate, though partial, fulfillment of this prophecy would occur as the Lord would guide His people out of captivity. But it will be perfectly fulfilled when the Tribulation saints see Him in heaven…

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. Revelation 7:16, 17


Oh, glorious day that will be!

Isaiah 49:13
 

Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

The earth is commanded to break into song at the prospect of the coming Messiah.

Isaiah 49:14
 

But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.

When asked by the Babylonians to entertain them with their music, the Jews were so saddened by their captivity that they couldn’t sing (Psalm 137:3, 4). Surely, they thought, the Lord had forgotten and forsaken them.

Isaiah 49:15, 16
 

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.

“Do you think I’ve forgotten you?” the Lord asks His people. “Look at My hands. You are engraved upon them.”

Whenever I am tempted to think God has forgotten me, I need only to go to the Cross of Calvary, for there I’m reminded that He engraved me on the palm of His hands when in them He absorbed nails and paid the price for my sin.

Isaiah 49:17–23
 

Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been? Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.

Far from forgetting His people, the Lord says, “I’m going to bring you back into the Promised Land. Kings and queens of other nations will fall at your feet. Even Gentiles will assist you in your return.”

Here, the Lord is saying, “You don’t see the whole picture. All you see are the immediate obstacles, but I see down the road. I’m going to bring you back into your land. In fact, there will be so many of you and so prosperous will you be that it will be too small for you.”

Isaiah 49:24–26
 

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

To be released from Babylon would have seemed an impossibility to the Jews—but God knew, and would prove, otherwise.

“Oh, wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Paul would write, aware that the sin that holds mankind captive is more powerful than any earthly empire. But he answers his own question in the next verse. Who would deliver him? The same One who would deliver the Jews: Jesus (Romans 7:24, 25).

Chapter 50

 

Isaiah 50:1
 

Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.

God had neither divorced nor given up on His people. It was they who had left Him to chase after other gods. Yet He would still reach out to them and send Messiah to them.

Isaiah 50:2–4
 

Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst. I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.

How did Jesus have so much wisdom? How did He know just what to say? Morning by morning, He listened to His Father. We read in Mark 1:35 that He arose a great while before morning. In other words, while others were sleeping, Jesus was seeking His Father. If He needed to do that, how much more do you and I?

Isaiah 50:5
 

The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.

According to Old Testament law, slaves could be kept no longer than six years (Exodus 21:2). But a slave could become a bondslave—a slave by choice if he preferred to remain under the care of his master. To do this, an awl would be driven through his earlobe and a gold ring would be placed therein, signifying his position as a bondslave. Here, Jesus says, “That’s Me. I willingly came to do the will of My Father” (John 8:29).

Isaiah 50:6, 7
 

I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

Why did Jesus endure the shame, the spitting, the plucking of His hair, the beating of His back, the whipping, the brutality, the pain and agony? The writer of Hebrews tells us it was for the joy set before Him that He endured the Cross, despising the shame (Hebrews 12:2). And, amazingly enough, we are that joy.

For topical study of Isaiah 50:6, 7 entitled “The Shame He Endured,” see below.

Isaiah 50:8, 9
 

He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me. Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him,” Job declared (13:15). Jesus would live out that which Job professed, knowing that, ultimately, the Lord God, His Father, would help Him.

Isaiah 50:10
 

Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.

Jesus would trust the Father even when the sky turned dark and it seemed He had been forsaken (Matthew 27:46). The Light of the world would trust His Father even in the darkness of the tomb.

Isaiah 50:11
 

Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

Unlike Jesus, our Great High Priest, Nadab and Abihu were priests who walked in the light of their own fire and did indeed lie down in sorrow (Leviticus 10:1, 2). The lesson for us is to see how much better it is to walk in seeming darkness in obedience to the Father than to walk in the short-lived light of our own understanding.

 
 

THE SHAME HE ENDURED

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 50:6, 7


“Away with Him! Crucify Him!” the people demanded. So Pontius Pilate, the cowardly governor of the region, ordered that Jesus first be scourged, perhaps hoping to satisfy the bloodthirstiness of the crowd.

Jesus was taken to the praetorium, where His wrists were tied together and the garments stripped from His back. A soldier came with flagellum in hand. A flagellum was a stick twelve to eighteen inches long. Twenty to thirty leather strips were attached to the stick with pieces of bone, glass, and metal embedded in them. At the end of the strips were round iron balls. The soldier first struck Jesus’ shoulders, then His back, lower back, and finally the backs of His thighs. The first ten or twelve blows would have caused huge welts to form. After that, the glass, metal, and bone would have ripped open the welts, rendering His back the consistency of ground meat. Many men didn’t survive the excruciating pain of the flagellum. Jesus did. And that was only the beginning of His suffering.

In our text we read that Jesus willingly gave His back to the smiters. If I were in His place, I would have called down an angel or two or ten thousand to wipe out those who were inflicting such pain on me. But Jesus didn’t. He gave His back.

Not only did He give His back, but He gave His cheeks to those who plucked His beard. Having one’s beard pulled is very painful. But the men who did this to Jesus were merciless and cruel in doing so. Not only would this have been painful, but it would have been humiliating, as well. In 2 Samuel 10, we read that, when the king of Ammon died, David sent messengers to convey his sympathy. The leaders of Ammon, however, thought David’s messengers were spies, so they cut off their skirts and shaved half of their beards in order to humiliate them. To save face, the men didn’t return home until their beards grew back. Jesus didn’t save face. Instead, He gave His face in order to save us.

We also read that Jesus hid not His face from shame and spitting. There is something disgusting about spit. We now know that an ounce of spit can carry a million germs. However, it’s not so much the infection but rather the implication of spit that alarms us. I don’t know of anything more degrading or embarrassing than being spit on, particularly in the face. Yet Jesus endured this. Later on, He was further mocked when the guards put a purple robe around Him and beat a crown of thorns into His forehead.

Why did Jesus absorb such pain and humiliation?

The writer of Hebrews gives us the answer…

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame…
Hebrews 12:2 (a)


It was not that Jesus enjoyed the shame. He despised it. It wasn’t that He cruised through the suffering. He endured it. Make no mistake about it: what our Lord went through was more shameful and difficult than anything we can imagine. Why did He set His face like flint even as the spit ran down? Because of the joy set before Him.

What joy? You.

For the joy of seeing you in heaven, of seeing your sins forgiven, of seeing you redeemed and saved, growing, and maturing, Jesus said, “I’ll go through it.”

“All manner of sin is forgiven all men,” Jesus said “—except the blasphemy of the Holy Ghost.” (see Matthew 12:31). The blasphemy of the Spirit is when a man purposely ignores the voice of the Spirit in his heart, telling him to turn to the Lord, reminding him of the price paid for his salvation. In many ways, apathy is worse than outright rebellion. Therefore, willfully ignoring His work on the Cross causes Jesus more pain than did the Cross itself.

But, while many ignored what Jesus did on their behalf, He saw that many would respond to Him and say, “Thank You, Lord, for dying in my place. Thank You for being humiliated when I should have been. Thank You for suffering when it should have been me. Thank You for giving Your life when mine should have been taken. Now, Lord, I want to be Your child, Your servant, Your friend.”

Jesus set His face like flint and absorbed the pain because He loves you. You are His joy.




 

Chapter 51
 

Isaiah 51 begins with an exhortation to Israel and ends with encouragement for Israel.

Isaiah 51:1
 

Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.

Here, the Lord is saying, “ Look back and remember where you came from, the pit from which you were rescued.” If you think it’s hard to be a believer, pause and remember what it was like before you invited Christ into your heart—the meaninglessness, the emptiness, the frustration and insecurity you felt before Jesus took up residence.

The eyes of one of the most powerful preachers in the early days of colonial America—a Puritan preacher—filled with tears whenever he talked about the Lord. Week by week, year by year, he showed tremendous tenderness toward Jesus and the people who were lost. When he was asked what made him so tender, he said, “Every Saturday night, I spend at least an hour reflecting on the days before I was saved. I remember what it was like not knowing the Lord. I remember the futility and vanity and it makes my heart break. It makes me appreciate Jesus and feel compassion for sinners all the more.”

Isaiah 51:2
 

Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.

To His people, the Lord says, “You were in a pit and I rescued you out. Your father, Abraham, was a worshiper of the moon in the land of the Chaldees before I sovereignly called him.” The same thing is true of us, for, even as the Lord sovereignly tapped Abraham on the shoulder and said, “Come, follow Me,” so He has done with you and me.

Isaiah 51:3
 

For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

“Even as I have blessed you in the past by rescuing you, by sovereignly choosing you, so too, I have future blessings awaiting you,” God says to His people. We’re beginning to see the fulfillment of this prophecy in the fruitfulness of their land that was once a desert. But that’s only a sneak preview of coming attractions, for when the Lord comes back, the world will be restored not only spiritually and politically, but geologically, as well. It will be like Eden once again.

Isaiah 51:4–6
 

Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

Although the earth will be restored, it will ultimately pass away. Scientists tell us that every second, the sun burns 1,200,000 tons of mass. Now, there’s still enough mass to last ten billion years. But the point is, everything is winding down, going from order to disorder.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away,” Jesus said, “but My Word shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). Therefore, even as the world is winding down and the sun is burning up, there is something solid and immutable upon which we can build our lives. That is the Word of God.

Isaiah 51:7, 8
 

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.

Those who revile the Word of the Lord, those who ignore the command of the Lord shall be eaten up. Ultimately, of course, this speaks of hell, where the fire is never quenched and the worm does not die (Mark 9:44). But they’re eaten up presently as well—eaten up with fear, with pride, with lust, and greed. You don’t have to be one of them. You don’t have to be eaten up by your sin if you turn from it and say, “Lord, I want to start again with You today.”

Isaiah 51:9 (a)
 

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old.…

The response of the people is, “Lord, You told us to look back and consider our past. You’ve given us promises for the future. But what about now? Wake up, Lord.”

Surely the disciples could relate to this. “Master, Master, we perish,” they cried as Jesus lay sleeping in the boat (Luke 8:23, 24). We can feel this way, as well. We know we’ve been saved from past sins. We know there’s a future for us in heaven. But we wonder if the Lord is aware of our present difficulties.

Isaiah 51:9 (b), 10
 

…Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?

“Lord, aren’t You the One who dealt with Rahab—or Egypt—in days of old? Aren’t you the One who opened the Red Sea for Your people to pass through?” Here, the prophet is saying what we sometimes feel. We read the stories of God’s power and deliverance, but wonder where He is in our own trouble and difficulty.

Isaiah 51:11
 

Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

In verse 10, Isaiah wondered why the Lord wasn’t working. Here, in verse 11, he is sure that the Lord will work. What caused him to change his mind? I suggest it was in the very act of pouring out his heart to the Lord in prayer that the answer to his question, the solution to his frustration was found. “You parted the Red Sea,” he said in verse 10. And, as he did, he must have realized that, with Pharaoh’s army barreling down on them, the Israelites must have felt even more forsaken than he did. But he also realized that God made a way, that God came through—and that He would do the same for him.

I believe one of the greatest advantages of prayer is that, as we talk to the Lord, we begin to get insights and understanding that will see us through another day—maybe just one more day, but that is all we need. It is a very good thing to pour out your heart to the Lord because, as was the case with Isaiah, so often the answer is found in the very questions and frustrations we share.

Isaiah 51:12–16
 

I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; And forgettest the LORD thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor? The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail. But I am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts is his name. And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.

Through His prophet, Isaiah, God asks His people why they fear man and forget Him. Jesus would speak to this same issue…

And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. Luke 12:4, 5


How foolish we are to fear what our fellow man thinks of us or will do to us, when God holds life and eternity in His hand.

Isaiah 51:17–20
 

Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out. There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up. These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee? Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God.

In verse 9, the people had said, “Awake, Lord. Help us.” Here, God tells the people to wake up themselves and look around at the desolation and destruction caused by His chastening.

As hard as the chastening hand of the Lord fell upon His people, it was nothing in comparison to the way He dealt with her enemies. After all, where are the Assyrians, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites today? They were removed off the face of the earth completely and appear only as a footnote on the pages of history. Therefore, next time you think you’ve got it tough because you’re being chastened by the Lord, you would do well to consider those people who are not part of His family. They’ll be lost eternally.

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Hebrews 12:6–8


God’s chastening is a sign of His love, of His commitment to the development of His people—be it in Isaiah’s day or ours. If you’re continuing in sin and aren’t chastened, you’re not a son at all. That’s when you need to be afraid.

Isaiah 51:21, 22
 

Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again:

After exhorting His people to learn from their situation, the Lord encourages them by giving them a promise for their nation.

Isaiah 51:23
 

But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.

God is telling the people of Israel that those who come down on them will have to answer to Him. This doesn’t just apply to Old Testament times, for in Matthew 25, we see that it is their treatment of Israel during the Tribulation period that will determine which nations are allowed to enter the Millennium—the thousand-year period of peace and prosperity when Christ rules from Jerusalem.

Chapter 52
 

Isaiah 52:1, 2
 

Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

Continuing with His encouragement, the Lord says to His people, “Wake up! The day is coming when the unclean will no longer be in Jerusalem.” If you go to Jerusalem today, you can sense the riches of the area, but you can also see the sin and corruption. It won’t always be that way, however, for when Jesus comes back to rule and reign in Jerusalem, it will be a holy city, indeed.

Isaiah 52:3–6
 

For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.

In Babylon, God’s people howled. In Egypt, they sighed (Exodus 2:23). And God heard it all. Just as He sent Moses to deliver His people from Egypt, He’ll send Cyrus to liberate them from Babylon. However, even with their history of miraculous deliverance, polls show that less than 10% of people in Israel today believe in a personal God. In “that day,” however, when Jesus comes back, they will know God’s true name and His character.

Isaiah 52:7–10
 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Feet aren’t usually thought of as the most beautiful part of the human anatomy. But the Lord calls beautiful the ones who share the gospel. That is not surprising, for the most beautiful people I know are the ones who shared not condemnation, judgment, and heaviness with me but the good news of peace and salvation.

Isaiah 52:11
 

Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.

“In light of what I have already done for you and what I have ahead for you, don’t touch the unclean thing,” God says. That’s a word for us, as well. We mistakenly think that we have certain sins under control, that we can “handle” them. But God says we’re not even to touch them.

God doesn’t give commands to us He can’t enable us to keep. He’ll never ask you to do anything He won’t empower you to do. Therefore, if He says we’re not to touch whatever it is that entices or allures us, He will give us victory over it if we so choose.

Isaiah 52:12
 

For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward.

When God delivers His people, they never have to run for their lives. They only have to move at His pace because He goes before and behind.

Isaiah 52:13
 

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

In verse 13, we begin a section that will continue in chapter 53 dealing with Jesus, the suffering Servant. It is one of the richest and most unmistakable prophecies of the entire Old Testament.

The Hebrew word translated “extolled” literally means “lifted up.” Although this is the only place in the Old Testament this word is used, it was picked up by Jesus in John 12:32 when He said, “If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to Me.” But John 12:33 says He said this concerning the manner of His death. Therefore, when Jesus talked about being lifted up, He wasn’t talking about being lifted up in praise or worship. He was talking about the Cross.

Isaiah 52:14, 15
 

As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

In speaking of the suffering of our Savior, Isaiah declares that when people see Him, they will be startled because He was marred more than any other man. This is not surprising for when His suffering was only beginning, soldiers blindfolded Him and punched Him repeatedly in the face, taunting Him to prophesy which of them had hit him. In other words, Jesus was literally blindsided, sustaining hits to the face He had no way of deflecting. By the time His beating and scourging were complete, by the time the Cross had its effect, He was marred more than any other man.

In Revelation 5, we see the body of Christ in heaven and in the midst a Lamb having been slain. This means we’re going to see the Lord in His slain condition—and only then understand the price He paid for our sin. Later on, Isaiah will say there is no beauty in Him that we should desire Him (53:2). When we finally understand what took place on the Cross, we’ll fall at His feet, saying, “Thou art worthy to receive glory and honor and riches and power forever and ever.”

People say the idea of worshiping the Lord in heaven for thousands of years sounds boring. But that’s because we don’t understand the unspeakable price He paid to get us there.

Chapter 53
 

Isaiah 53:1
 

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

Who has believed our report? People say the message of the gospel is unbelievable—that it’s too good to be true. They think there must be more to being saved than simply believing Jesus died for our sin, rose again, and wants to live within us. But that is indeed the message of the gospel and why it is such good news (Romans 10:9, 10).

Isaiah 53:2 (a)
 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant…

Here is the report of the One who is coming. First, He is the sensitive One. So tenderhearted is Jesus that, even as He was dying on the cross, He looked down and saw His mother with John. In the midst of unbelievable suffering He said to her, “Behold thy son,” and to John, “behold thy mother” (John 19:26, 27), making sure that His mother would be cared for after His death.

Isaiah 53:2 (b)
 

…and as a root out of a dry ground…

When Jesus came on the scene, the ground was dry indeed. Politically, Rome had been oppressing the people of Israel. Spiritually, the people had received no word from God, no miracles, no prophecies for four hundred years.

In Jeremiah 2, the Lord said, “My people have committed two evils. They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living water, and they have carved out cisterns that can hold no water.” If you’re dry because you’ve forsaken the living water to draw from the cistern of occupational success, materialistic pursuits, or even family or friend relationships, you’ll eventually find that it doesn’t hold water, that it’s a broken cistern. It won’t refresh you the way you thought it would.

“If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink,” Jesus says. “And out of his innermost being shall gush forth torrents of living water” (see John 7:37, 38). If you’re in a dry place, consider the sensitive One, Jesus Christ, who comes in dry times to those who thirst for more.

Isaiah 53:2 (c)
 

…he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Jesus is the slain One. The psalmist describes Messiah as “fairer than the children of men” (45:2). Because He wasn’t affected by sin and anxiety, tension and worry, there was no doubt a physical beauty about the Lord that was very attractive. Yet here, we read there is no beauty in Him. I believe this refers to the fact that, according to Revelation 5:6, we’ll see Him as a Lamb having been slain. We are going to see Jesus as One who has been slaughtered and slain for our sin. Beaten with fists, whipped with a flagellum, crucified on a cross, and attacked by the hordes of hell, Jesus Christ was reduced to quivering flesh on the cross. And not until we see Him will we begin to realize the unspeakable price He paid on our behalf.

Isaiah 53:3
 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Jesus is also the sorrowing One. According to Luke 2:52, as Jesus grew up, He found favor both in the eyes of God and men. But that changed. Men began to despise Him, reject Him, and turn away from Him to such a degree that He asked His disciples if they would leave, as well (John 6:67).

“You’ve heard it said that you’re not to commit murder, but I say to you that if you have anger in your heart toward your brother, you’ve already committed murder,” He said. “If you’ve looked at a woman with lust, you’ve already committed adultery” (Matthew 5). Who wants to be called a murderer or an adulterer? People didn’t like the way Jesus spoke truthfully and honestly.

Isaiah 53:4
 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Jesus is the smitten One. God smote His Son—and when God smites, it can be felt very definitely. How greatly it must have hurt the Father when He smote His beloved Son with all of the righteous indignation and justifiable wrath for the atrocities of all of the killers throughout history—knowing all the while His Son was innocent. Yet He did it. Why? So we could go free.

Isaiah 53:5
 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Jesus is the suffering One. He was wounded for our iniquities. Doctors tell us there are five types of wounds. There is a contusion—which Jesus received when men punched Him in the face. There is a laceration—which He received when the flagellum stripped the skin off His back and shoulders. There is penetration—which He received when a crown of thorns was beaten into His forehead. There is perforation—which He received when the spikes pierced His hands and feet, causing His body to writhe in spasms. Finally, there is incision—which He received when a soldier stuck a spear in His side. Why did the Lord absorb those wounds? So that we could be healed.

Isaiah 53:6
 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Jesus is the sin-bearing One. In 1 John 2:2, we read that Jesus died not only for our sins but for the sins of the whole world. What a shock that must have been. Here, One who had never sinned, who knew nothing of sin, suddenly took on all of the sin ever committed by everyone who has ever lived. The best estimates are that there are seventy-seven billion people who have lived on this planet. And Jesus absorbed all of their sin—except the blasphemy of the Spirit, which is a person’s rejection of Him. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Amazing grace.

Isaiah 53:7
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

Jesus is the silent One. His enemies questioned Him, provoked Him, falsely accused Him—yet He opened not His mouth—perhaps lest He sin in defending Himself, thereby jeopardizing our salvation. He could have called down legions of angels with orders to destroy His accusers, but He didn’t He remained silent in order to secure our salvation.

Isaiah 53:8
 

He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

Jesus is the stricken One. After a mock trial, Jesus was brought before temple guards who blindfolded Him and then punched Him in the face. He could have called down angels and sent His attackers to hell. Instead, He absorbed their blows until His face was marred more than any man. And He did it for you.

“Wait a minute,” you protest. “I didn’t strike Him. And I wouldn’t have been part of that had I been there.”

But, as a father, I would rather have my kids be incensed and angry with me than to be cool, detached, and apathetic toward me. Before you fault those guards who struck the face of Jesus—and faulted they should be—realize that perhaps your apathy toward Him is even a crueler blow.

Isaiah 53:9
 

And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Jesus is the sincere One. His enemies could find no fault in Him (Luke 23:4); the thief dying beside Him recognized He had done nothing amiss (Luke 23:41); and so sure of His innocence was Joseph of Arimathaea that he risked his standing in the community to provide Jesus a tomb. With Jesus, there is no fine print. He is exactly who He declared Himself to be and He does exactly what He says He’ll do.

Isaiah 53:10
 

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Jesus is the submitted One. He knew He would be smitten and stricken to bear the sin of all humanity—and yet He submitted willingly. Hours before His crucifixion, knowing what was ahead, Jesus prayed, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup of suffering pass from Me. Nevertheless, not My will but Thy will be done,” as He sweat great drops of blood (see Luke 22:42–44).

In Matthew 13, we see the story of a merchant who sold all he had o purchase a particular pearl. So too, God gave all He had to purchase His pearl, and that pearl is you. It pleased the Father to smite the Son. It pleased the Son to submit to the Father—all because of you.

Isaiah 53:11
 

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

Jesus is the satisfied One. Was Jesus angry at what we put Him through? No. Hebrews 12:2 tells us it was for joy that He endured the Cross, despising the shame. Of the two thieves crucified with Him, one mocked, rejected, and taunted Him. The other, however, said, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). And even though He was beaten and bruised beyond recognition, I believe even then the Father allowed His Son to see the first one who believed, the firstfruit of His labor.

Isaiah 53:12
 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Finally, Jesus is the successful One. Jesus received the spoil, the treasure, you. Sometimes I feel like a spoiled treasure, but in the Lord’s eyes, I am His spoil, His treasure. Notice that He not only secured my salvation but maintains it as an intercessor. The writer to the Hebrews tells us He ever lives to make intercession for us (7:25). Therefore, He not only succeeded in securing our salvation, but He also succeeds as He works out our sanctification. That is, He who began “a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Jesus will see you through all the way until He receives you in glory.

What a magnificent Savior.

Chapter 54
 

After the sorrow of chapter 53 comes the singing of chapter 54.

Isaiah 54:1–3
 

Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.

The allusion here is to a Bedouin tent being enlarged to accommodate more people. When the Lord first gave the Promised Land to the people of Israel, the boundaries made it equivalent to 300,000 square miles (Joshua 1:4). Under David and Solomon the people of Israel occupied 30,000 square miles. So the greatest extent of Israel in history was one-tenth of what was given to them. Presently, they occupy a little over 7,000 square miles.

How is Israel to enlarge her tent? How is she to expand? The same way we are—through song…

For topical study of Isaiah 54:1–3, see “Be Strong in Song!.” 

Isaiah 54:4–8
 

Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.

Israel felt ashamed of her past, forsaken in her present, and unsure of her future as she wondered if the Lord would ever find favor with her again. Here, the Lord says to her, “For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee. You have turned away from Me. Yes, you have felt forsaken by Me—but just for a moment.”

“Weren’t they in that state for years?” you ask.

Yes, but the Bible tells us that a thousand years with the Lord are as a day and a day as a thousand years (2 Peter 3:8). So, from the eternal perspective, the distance between them was short-lived.

What we’re going through presently is just for a little moment in light of eternity. Maybe you had a bad day today or a bad life so far. But really it’s just for a small moment because James says this life is like a vapor, a puff of steam (4:14). For a small moment you’re experiencing difficulties, but God’s kindness will last through eternity.

Isaiah 54:9, 10
 

For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.

“How can the Lord ever overcome this obstacle in my life?” you ask. “It’s insurmountable.” Take a look at Mt. St. Helens. Four billion cubic tons of earth was moved in thirty minutes. That’s a lot of dirt! Therefore, whatever mountain is looming over you is no problem for Him.

Isaiah 54:11–14
 

O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.

What glorious promises these are—especially in light of the problems Israel is facing today. “Your kids will be taught of the Lord. They’ll experience peace. And terror won’t come near you.”

Isaiah 54:15–17
 

Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

Speaking specifically to Israel, the Lord says, “No weapon formed against you shall prosper.” Pharaoh discovered this to be true. When he ordered his chariots to devour the people of Israel, it was he who was washed up. Haman found this out, as well—for he was hung on the very gallows he built to destroy God’s servant, Mordecai (Esther 7:10).

As servants of the Lord, this promise is also for us. But it’s not our own righteousness that qualifies us to claim it. Rather, it’s because we’re in the righteous One, Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21).

 
 

BE STRONG IN SONG!

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 54:1–3


On May 31, 1792, a radical believer named William Carey addressed a group of Baptist ministers in a small town outside of London. Preaching from this text, he said theirs was a time for the Christians of England to expand, to stretch out, to reach beyond their own boundaries and borders to a world that was lost and dying. That group caught Carey’s vision and realized they needed to reach out to a world that was largely unexplored, much less evangelized. The Baptist Missionary Union was formed—the forerunner of the modern missionary movement that still thrives today. Suddenly, Christians saw the need to go across the sea, around the world to preach the gospel, to stretch out the curtains, lengthen the cords, and drive in the stakes.

I believe this text speaks not only to the church expanding corporately, but to us personally. You see, we never stay in the same place spiritually. We’re either stretching the curtain, lengthening the cords and driving deeper the stakes in our own lives or we’re shrinking, diminishing, and shriveling. Where are you in comparison to where you were a year ago? Are you more active in the things of God, more in love with Him, more engaged in His Word, more involved in His service—or have you begun to diminish?

In addition to application for the church corporately and for us personally, this passage also speaks prophetically. Seven hundred years before the event took place, in chapter 53, Isaiah prophesied concerning the Crucifixion, burial, Resurrection, Ascension and Second Coming of Christ. Here, in chapter 54, a new prophecy is given concerning the Gentiles. Throughout the Bible, Israel is referred to as the wife of Jehovah. But here, God is saying that someone will come on the scene who, although was previously barren, will become more prolific and bear more children than the wife of Jehovah. Who is it? The bride of Christ, the church, us. “Enlarge the tent,” the Lord declares, “because I’m going to bring in a whole new group of people: the Gentiles Therefore, you who are desolate and barren, sing and make a joyful noise in anticipation of what I am going to do.”

All of us go through times when we feel spiritually barren. We feel like nothing is happening. We feel dry and troubled—and the tendency is to pull back, to be discouraged, to be defeated. Yet we must fight this tendency for the Bible says the time we feel barren, desolate, cold, and unproductive is the very time we are to sing, to make a loud, joyful noise. That’s why Paul would say, “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:4). He didn’t say, “Rejoice if you can,” or, “Rejoice when it’s convenient,” or, “Rejoice when you feel like it.” He said, “Rejoice in the Lord always—even when you’re feeling barren—perhaps especially when you’re feeling barren.”

The people of Judah discovered the reality and power of this principle. Judah was no match for the Ammonite forces surrounding the city. So Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, sought the Lord. “The battle is not yours, but Mine,” the Lord answered. “Go into the valley of Baraca, where the Ammonites are waiting for you. But don’t send your soldiers first. Send your choir.” Logically, militarily, this was suicide. But Jehoshaphat obeyed God. He sent the choir, singing, “Praise ye the Lord. His mercy endures forever”—which so confused the enemy that they became disoriented and began to fight each other (2 Chronicles 20). The sound of our singing when we should be crying is like fingernails on a chalkboard to the spirit of darkness, depression, and discouragement that can surround us.

It wasn’t only the people of Judah who experienced this reality, for in the New Testament, after being beaten, Paul and Silas were thrown into a dungeon, where they began to worship the Lord. At midnight—in the darkest hour—they sang praises and the prison doors flew open as the earth began to shake (Acts 16). If you’re imprisoned today emotionally, relationally, spiritually, or financially, follow the example of Paul and Silas and begin to sing praises—not for the purpose of manipulation but rather out of adoration and in anticipation of the fact that God will keep His Word and see you through.

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
Matthew 2:7–10


We don’t think of the wise men as being exceedingly joyful. We think of them trudging across the desert, very dignified in their royal robes and crowns, singing, “We Three Kings” in a minor key. After all, they were intellectuals. Yet the Bible says they were exceedingly joyful. They were ecstatic. Why? Because they were anticipating the blessing of seeing the Lord.

All too often, rejoicing with exceedingly great joy is a foreign concept to us. But false dignity will suffocate the spirit. There is something innate in every human heart that wants to let go. But we are conditioned by culture to be reserved. “Sing a new song,” the psalmist told us. “Rejoice evermore,” the New Testament exhorts. “Sing out, barren ones, in anticipation of what God will do,” Isaiah commands.

When things go wrong, when times look bleak, when the situation is dry, we can either feel sorry for ourselves or we can sing to the Lord. I strongly suggest the latter. Sing enthusiastically. Sing intelligently. Sing joyfully—and watch your tent be enlarged.




 

Chapter 55
 

Isaiah continues on writing of the coming kingdom…

Isaiah 55:1, 2
 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Revelation 18 speaks of this same event when Babylon—the world’s economic system will be destroyed, when exploitative capitalism, when rampant commercialism no longer exists.

This speaks not only of the coming kingdom age, but of the present spiritual kingdom. You see, water speaks of life, wine of joy, milk of growth. Romans 14:17 tells us the kingdom is inside of us. Therefore, righteousness, peace, and joy are available even now. The water of life, wine of joy, milk of growth are ours for the taking. And thirst is the only prerequisite.

Isaiah 55:3–5
 

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.

Israel’s greatest days are yet to come in the kingdom age. Nations who come down on her now will run to her then because they’ll sense the Lord is with her.

Isaiah 55:6
 

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

Seek the Lord while He may be found. Why? Because in Genesis 6:3, God said His spirit would not always strive with man. If you’re not saved, there will be a time when you may seek the Lord, but you won’t be able to find Him. There comes a time when all hope of salvation is lost and all that’s left is despair.

Hearing the crowds gather, Bartimaeus asked what was happening. “Jesus of Nazareth is coming,” he was told.

When he heard Jesus and His disciples walking down the road, he cried, “Son of David, have mercy upon me.”

“Be quiet!” the crowd scolded. But Luke tells us Bartimaeus cried all the more, causing Jesus to stop and ask him what he wanted.

“That my eyes might be opened,” Bartimaeus answered.

And at that point, Bartimaeus was healed (Luke 18).

What if Bartimaeus had said, “Jesus is coming, huh? I’ve heard He can do some amazing things. Next time He comes by, I’m going to cry out to Him. Next time He’s in the area, I’ll call out to Him.” If Bartimaeus had not cried out at that time, he would never have been healed.

So too, the Holy Spirit comes by us and whispers, “Go pray. Take a half hour and read the Word. Go for a walk through your neighborhood with Me.” Rather than an audible voice, these are impressions that tug on our hearts. If you put them off, you may find you missed a unique opportunity to receive a healing, a blessing, a work of God in your life.

Isaiah 55:7
 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

No matter how wicked you might be, God says if you’ll come to Him, He’ll have mercy upon you and abundantly pardon. Having been confronted about his adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah, David said, “I have sinned against the Lord.”

Yet in the very same verse, Nathan said, “Your sins are forgiven and you will not die” (2 Samuel 12:13).

God is so merciful. The moment we make confession, we’re forgiven.

Isaiah 55:8 (a)
 

For…

The preposition, “for,” links this verse to the one before it. In other words, God gives the reason for His mercy.

Isaiah 55:8 (b), 9
 

…my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

How high are the heavens above the earth? Today it was announced a new galaxy was discovered, with the farthest object spotted being seventeen billion light-years away. The mercy of verse 7 is foreign to us because our thoughts and ways aren’t God’s. That’s why it’s ridiculous for us to try and command the Lord in any situation. The only logical thing I can say is, “As I talk things over with You, Lord, I realize You see things I don’t and see things I can’t. Therefore, Your will be done.”

Isaiah 55:10
 

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

I remember jogging past the dry hills of Medford on one occasion, only to see the same hills covered with flowers a few months later. What had happened in the interval? Lots of rain. The same thing is true of people. We seem so dry, dusty, and hopeless. But when the Word falls upon us, suddenly all kinds of hidden potential emerges and beautiful things begin to happen.

The more we allow ourselves to be rained on, the more beauty comes forth. So daily soak in the water of the Word, gang—and let it have its miraculous effect upon you.

Isaiah 55:11
 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

The Word will never return void. Therefore, share it with people even if they don’t believe it. God promises it will have effect, that it will accomplish that which He sends it to do.

Isaiah 55:12 (a)
 

For…

Again, the word “for,” links verse 12 with verse 11. That is, because God’s Word isn’t void, His promises do indeed come to pass. Therefore, because He promised that His people would return to their land, their return was sure.

Isaiah 55:12 (b), 13
 

…ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This glorious prophecy speaks of the Jews being released from captivity in Babylon and returning to their own land in an event so joyful that even nature would join the celebration. Yet presently, it speaks of the joy available to any who exchange the bondage of Satan and sin for the freedom found in walking with the Lord, obedient to His Word.

Chapter 56
 

Isaiah 56:1 (a)
 

Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice…

Here, in 750 B.C., God says to His people, “Be fair and just as you live in light of the coming kingdom.” And we must live in that same light, for John says that the one who has this hope purifies himself (1 John 3:3). That is, truly believing Jesus is coming will have a purifying effect on your life.

Isaiah 56:1 (b)
 

…for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

In Isaiah’s day, the salvation “near to come” would have referred to the Jews’ release from captivity in Babylon in 539 B.C. In our day, salvation “near to come” speaks of the coming kingdom when Jesus rules and reigns from Jerusalem. But presently, salvation is not only “near to come” but even nearer…

But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:8, 9


Because of Jesus’ finished work on the Cross, salvation is as close as one’s mouth and heart.

Isaiah 56:2
 

Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

The Sabbath was a unique covenant between Israel and God (Exodus 31:13). When the Gentiles began to be converted, some in the early leadership of the church thought they should keep the Old Testament rules and regulations. Others, however, said, “Why should we make Gentiles keep the law when we, as Jews, couldn’t even keep it? We’ll tell them to stay away from idols, fornication, and meat that had been strangled” (Acts 15:20). Nothing was said regarding keeping the Sabbath. Hebrews 4 tells us the Sabbath was fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ. Because Jesus is our rest, we neither work for our salvation nor to impress God with our good deeds.

The Sabbath was not initially a day to go to the synagogue. It was simply a day of rest and refreshment. Therefore, when we take a Sabbath we’re acknowledging that we’re not indispensable, that it’s the Lord who holds our families and our work together. If I begin to think that the world can’t go on without me, I have an overinflated view of myself. Keeping the Sabbath protects us from this.

Isaiah 56:3–8
 

Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant; Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people. The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

To Gentiles and others who felt cut off from worshiping the God of Israel, the Lord says, “You might feel out of it, but I’m going to gather you and bring you into My house and make you joyful in the house of prayer.”

Jesus quoted the last phrase of verse 7 when He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and drove them out of the temple—for by charging exorbitant exchange rates, they were keeping people from God rather than providing access to God (Matthew 21:13). “Don’t make My Father’s house a den of thieves,” Jesus said. “It shall be a house of prayer for all people—Jews and Gentiles alike.”

Isaiah 56:9–12
 

All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

This is an indictment, a stern rebuke against the prophets and priests who should have been feeding God’s flock but were instead fleecing them. Although Jesus quoted only verse 7 directly when He cast the moneychangers from the temple, surely this passage was in His mind, as well.

Chapter 57
 

Isaiah 57:1, 2
 

The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.

Many see this verse as a reference to the Rapture for, before the evil days of the Tribulation, the righteous will be “taken away” to heaven. Those who disagree with this contend that, like Noah, Christians won’t escape the Tribulation but will be protected in it. I suggest, however, that their model is amiss, for before the story of Noah and the ark, there’s an example of another righteous man. His name was Enoch. Enoch walked with God—and then suddenly He was taken up. He never died (Genesis 5:24). Therefore, I suggest that Noah and his family are a picture of the 144,000 Jews who will go through the Tribulation but will be sealed with a mark of God on their foreheads and thereby protected (Revelation 7:3, 4). I suggest the church, on the other hand, is pictured by Enoch. Like him, we’ll be snatched up before the judgment of God falls.

Isaiah 57:3 (a)
 

But…

In contrast to the righteous, there follows a description of the rebellious…

Isaiah 57:3 (b)–5
 

…draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore. Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of falsehood, Enflaming yourselves with idols under every green tree, slaying the children in the valleys under the clifts of the rocks?

Archaeologists have dug up numerous earthen jars in which were skeletons of newborn babies. During these dark days of apostasy in Israel, a person would place his newborn baby in a jar and entomb it in the walls of his house in hopes of pleasing the god, Moloch. Moloch was the same god people sacrificed their children to by laying them on the incandescent arms of the brass idols representing him.

“How stupid!” we say. Yet aren’t we, as a nation, doing this very thing? Every week, thousands of babies in our own country are slaughtered, aborted. Our country is committing the same sin for which God’s people are here indicted.

Isaiah 57:6
 

Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion; they, they are thy lot: even to them hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a meat offering. Should I receive comfort in these?

God’s indictment of idolatry continues. Here, the reference is to the smooth stones used to fashion idols. David was one who thought of an infinitely better use for smooth stones—for it was with one of them that he cast down Goliath, ascribing the victory to the true and living God (1 Samuel 17).

Isaiah 57:7
 

Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice.

Throughout the Old Testament, high places refer to the practice of idolatry.

Isaiah 57:8
 

Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy remembrance: for thou hast discovered thyself to another than me, and art gone up; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them; thou lovedst their bed where thou sawest it.

In Deuteronomy 6:9, God told His people to write the declaration that they were to love the Lord their God, one God, with all of their heart, soul, and might upon their doorposts. Here, we read that in direct violation to this command, they used the space to pay homage to their false gods.

Isaiah 57:9
 

And thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send thy messengers far off, and didst debase thyself even unto hell.

This alludes to the alliances Israel was prone to make with other nations rather than relying on God alone.

Isaiah 57:10–12
 

Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet saidst thou not, There is no hope: thou hast found the life of thine hand; therefore thou wast not grieved. And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not? I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works; for they shall not profit thee.

The seeming prosperity of God’s people blinded them to the hopelessness of their condition. No wonder, then, that Jesus would say the people who recognize their hunger and poverty are blessed, for they would be the ones who recognized their need for Him (Matthew 5:3).

Isaiah 57:13 (a)
 

When thou criest, let thy companies deliver thee; but the wind shall carry them all away; vanity shall take them…

“When you’re in trouble, you’ll cry to your idols. But you’ll get blown away because they won’t be able to deliver you,” God says.

Indeed, idols can’t deliver, but they can destroy because, according to Psalm 135:18, we become like that which we worship. Therefore, because idols are deaf, dumb, and blind, people who worship them are unable to hear, talk to, or see God.

Isaiah 57:13 (b)–15
 

…but he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain; And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of the way of my people. For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

Here, God identifies Himself as the One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy. And yet with whom does this holy, eternal, magnificent God dwell? With those who are contrite and humble, with those who grieve over their sin and shortcomings.

Isaiah 57:16
 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.

In other words, God says, “I’m not always going to judge because otherwise the spirit should fail and the soul which I have made should disappear. No one would survive. I’m not going to strike out in anger because if I did, no one could stand.”

Isaiah 57:17–19
 

For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the LORD; and I will heal him.

“I’ve seen the perversity of man,” God declares. “Yes, I’ve disciplined him. But I will heal, guide, and create peace within him. I will deliver him.” God does not give up on me and He won’t give up on you—ever.

Isaiah 57:20, 21
 

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

There is no peace with those who don’t submit to the true and living God because their own sins are constantly hounding them (Numbers 32:23).

Chapter 58
 

Isaiah 58:1, 2
 

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

God instructs Isaiah to sound out the message that His people were sinning even though they came to the temple and delighted in seeking His ways. In other words, here was a people who loved to study the Word, to fellowship together, to worship God—and yet God indicts them. Why? Because, although they loved to learn of God, they weren’t interested in obeying Him. How much that is like so many today. When the Holy Spirit begins to convict us, when the Word of God begins to speak to us, we only think of it in terms of how it applies to others.

Isaiah 58:3–5
 

Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours. Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?

“You bow down in great outward show. You spread out sackcloth to try and present your case for your spirituality. But I won’t honor your fast,” God declares, “because, even on the day of your fast, you’re still pursuing pleasure and still sin.”

Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 6 when He said, “When you fast, don’t go around with long, disfigured faces. Wash your face, go about your business, don’t let people know what you’re doing. Don’t do it for the sake of appearance.”

Isaiah 58:6, 7
 

Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?

Verses 6 and 7 describe the fast the Lord wanted to see—one that sought to alleviate another’s misery rather than parade one’s own spirituality.

Isaiah 58:8–11
 

Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward. Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.

Abundant, comprehensive blessings of physical health, answered prayer, and continual guidance are promised to those with a heart for the poor and afflicted of society.

Isaiah 58:12
 

And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.

This would be fulfilled when, under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah, the people rebuilt the temple and walls of Jerusalem following their Babylonian captivity.

Isaiah 58:13, 14
 

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

The Jews had kept the Sabbath in Babylon to distinguish themselves from the idolatrous practices of their captors. When they returned to their own land, it would be just as imperative to keep the Sabbath in order to keep from falling into the idolatrous ways that led to their captivity in the first place.

Chapter 59
 

Isaiah 59:1, 2
 

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

The same people who were fasting and worshiping, fellowshiping and studying were also praying. But they weren’t being heard. It wasn’t because God’s hand was paralyzed or that He was hard of hearing. According to Jeremiah 5:25, in one way or another, it was due to sin.

For topical study of Isaiah 59:1, 2, see “Prayer That Fails to Fly.” 

Isaiah 59:3–8
 

For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. They hatch cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.

In Romans 3:11–18, we see a parallel passage that speaks of an open sepulcher, poison, bloodshed, destruction, and misery to describe sin. We tend to think of sin as being unfortunate. God, however, sees it for what it is: deadly.

Isaiah 59:9–11
 

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.

Here, at last, the people acknowledge the consequences of their sin. Oh, the plight of these people. They want justice but don’t have it. They want direction but lack it for they continue on knowingly in their sinfulness.

Isaiah 59:12–15
 

For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.

After acknowledging the consequences of their sin, here the people acknowledge the sin itself.

Isaiah 59:16 (a)
 

And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor…

In Ezekiel 22:30, the Lord says the same thing when He says that He sought for a man to stand in the gap and intercede but found none. No one in Israel’s dark days said, “I’m going to pray.” Like us, maybe they talked about it. Like us, they were probably aware of it. But, all too often, like us, they didn’t do it. Yet does God write His people off? No. He shows them grace…

Isaiah 59:16 (b), 17
 

…therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.

There was no intercessor among His people, so the Lord Himself fought for them.

Isaiah 59:18, 19
 

According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence. So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.

“When the enemy comes flooding in, I will lift up My standard and stand on behalf of My children,” the Lord declares.

Isaiah 59:20, 21
 

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

Even though the people were sinning, that couldn’t stop the Lord from loving and from keeping His promise to send them a Redeemer. In chapter 60, we’ll see that their Redeemer has indeed come.

 
 

PRAYER THAT FAILS TO FLY

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 59:1, 2


Whenever a plane goes down, the FAA sends out investigators to find out what went wrong. Oftentimes, we feel as though our prayers crash before answers come or, worse, never even make it off the runway. And when our prayers crash or fail to take off altogether, we have a tendency to give up on prayer. But what we need to do is to be more like the FAA. We need to do some heavy-duty investigation, not looking for the black box that houses the words of the pilots, but looking at the pages of the Word of God.

In the passage before us, God is talking to a group of people who, in the previous chapter, could not understand why they felt cut off from the Lord. They loved to gather in the temple. They loved to learn of His ways. They loved to offer sacrifices. They even fasted consistently. But they still felt cut off, distant, removed. And here in chapter 59, God the Father speaks pointedly to the problem when He says, “My hand isn’t paralyzed. I’m not deaf. I hear your prayer. I’m able to reach out to you—but your iniquities have separated us. Communication has been lost because of the separation that takes place through sin.”

When our prayers crash, this is a key piece of evidence we need to sift through and carefully consider. “Is there some unconfessed sin in my life, Lord? Is that why You’re not responding to my prayers? Is that why I’m not feeling Your hand on my life?”

“If I regard sin in my heart, the Lord will not hear me,” David declared (Psalm 66:18). Why? Because if God continued to answer our prayer even when we were in a state of rebellion against Him, we would think all was well. We would go on sinning and destroying ourselves in the process. That is why our loving Father says, “You’re going to know there’s a problem when you sense that I’m not answering your prayers. This will be a red flag to you that something is wrong.” It’s not that God is mad at us or wants to disown us. On the contrary, He wants to draw us closer.

Following are five reasons our prayers fail to fly…

Failure to Reveal


John tells us that if we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Perhaps this is seen no more clearly than in the life of David. Following his affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, Uriah, David spent a year attempting to hide his sin. The result was disastrous, as seen in Psalm 32. At last, he reached the point where he said, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And the very next sentence records Nathan’s words of forgiveness (2 Samuel 12:13).

In other words, with confession comes immediate forgiveness and restoration. We put off confession because we mistakenly think that forgiveness is a long, tedious process. In fact, because our sins were completely paid for on Calvary, as soon as we confess, forgiveness is immediate.

Failure to Request


James gives us a second possible reason as to why our prayers fail to fly…

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
James 4:1–3


Rather than asking the Lord to provide our needs, our first response most often is to strive to meet them ourselves. But even when we do pray, we don’t receive because we ask for things according to our own lusts—things that would ultimately be dangerous and detrimental to us. There is no need for striving and warring if we’re praying, yet there is no point in praying if we’re asking for things simply out of lust.

Failure to Respect


Peter gives us a third reason our prayers can fail to fly…

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
1 Peter 3:7


Husbands, the Word tells us we need to be very careful how we treat our wives. We are to respect them as joint heirs of Jesus Christ and to honor them as more delicate, intricate vessels. If we don’t do this, our prayers may be hindered.

The principle works both ways, I believe. A wrong relationship with your spouse jeopardizes your prayers.

Failure to Release


Sifting through the debris of crashed prayers, we find another piece of evidence…

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Matthew 6:14, 15


Jesus says that if we forgive others, we will be forgiven. If we don’t forgive others, we’re still forgiven, but the trespasses that stand between us and God will not be forgiven and will sever the line of communication between us and God. In other words, we’re forgiven positionally because the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us. Practically, however, our trespasses remain if we’re not forgiving others and they will barricade us from communing with our Lord.

If there are people in your life you haven’t forgiven, you very well may find your prayers crashing. What are you to do? If a specific person comes to mind, say, “Father, forgive me for not forgiving them. I release them right now totally and unconditionally.”

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
Matthew 5:23, 24


Not only am I to forgive others, but if someone else is offended with me, it is my responsibility to reconcile the situation and repair the relationship. This doesn’t mean you must track down everyone who has something against you. For many of us, that would be a full time job! It does mean, however, that, when you are worshiping and seeking the Lord, if He places a relationship that needs to be restored on your mind or heart, you are to make it right. But it must be the Holy Spirit who is leading and directing.

Failure to Read


He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
Proverbs 28:9


If you have neglected the study of Scripture, your prayers will be all mixed up and messed up because you’ll be asking for the wrong things. Your prayers will be out in left field spiritually, completely removed from the heart of God because you haven’t been hearing His Word. That’s why the house of prayer, the church, must be a school of the Scriptures. It can’t be an effective house of prayer if it’s not a school where the Word is taught.

When your prayers aren’t answered, don’t quit praying. Instead, sift through the wreckage and see what’s going wrong. Sometimes prayers that crash can be every bit as valuable, if not more so, than successful prayers because they cause us to get right with the Lord and to gain insight in our walk with Him.

If, to the best of your ability, you determine that none of the above issues apply to any given situation in your own prayer life, then you simply must keep praying. James said “the effectual, fervent prayers of a righteous man availeth much.” And then he singled out Elijah as one who prayed effectively (5:16–18). After the Lord answered his prayer on Mt. Carmel by sending fire to prove His supremacy, Elijah prayed for rain. To do so, Scripture tells us he put his head between his knees and prayed. Then he asked his servant if there were any clouds.

“Not, not a cloud in sight,” his servant answered.

So Elijah prayed again. Still no cloud. A third time, Elijah put his head between his knees and prayed again. Blue sky. It wasn’t until Elijah prayed seven times that his servant saw a cloud the size of a man’s fist afar off.

“Run!” Elijah said. “A storm is coming!” (1 Kings 18).

If Elijah were like us, the rain would most likely have never come because when things don’t happen after praying once or twice, we tend to give up. Not Elijah. Why did he put his head between his knees? Because that was the position of birthing. In other words, Elijah was laboring to produce in prayer that which God ultimately wanted to do.

What is God after? Why doesn’t He answer the first time we pray? Why does He want us to press through, to labor? For one reason: He enjoys our company. You see, if God gave us our requests the first time every time, we’d run into His presence, saying, “Lord, give me the goods”—and then off we’d run. But, because He wants to cultivate a relationship with us rather than just give stuff to us, I have found that God will often hold back. But perhaps even more importantly, God holds back because in so doing He is training us how to persevere and press through. When we are ruling and reigning with Him in eternity, it will be imperative that we know what it truly means to be in communion with Him. So He’s training us now.

When football teams train for the Super Bowl, none of the players say, “Coach, back off. Why do you keep making us run laps or lift weights or hit the tackling dummies, or go through the plays? What’s all this repetition for?” They know he’s readying them for a Super Bowl victory.

Our Father says, “The Super Bowl is coming. You’re going to be involved in some important ministry in eternity. Therefore, I’m going to train you to persevere in prayer and press through with intensity because it will benefit you in the ages to come.”

If your prayers are grounded, I encourage you to carefully consider the reason why—and then to determine to pray with renewed intensity and clarity, knowing that your Father wants them to soar in the heavenlies.




 

Chapter 60
 

Isaiah 59 closed with the promise of a coming Redeemer. Chapter 60 begins with a presentation of the Redeemer. So confident was Isaiah that Messiah would come, he writes in the present tense as if it had already happened…

Isaiah 60:1–5
 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

We see not only the coming of Messiah but the restoration of Israel. That is, the people of Israel coming from all parts of the world, being gathered together, being nursed at the nations’ side. What a day it will be when Israel is restored, when the Jews return to their homeland.

Isaiah 60:6
 

The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD.

As Messiah has come and the Jews have been regathered, becoming a nation once again, multitudes of camels shall come from Arabia bringing gold and incense. This puts us in mind of the camels bearing gold, frankincense, and myrrh that would come at the time of Jesus’ First Coming as the Babe of Bethlehem. In Isaiah’s prophecy, myrrh is not necessary for myrrh was the spice of burial and thus indicated that Jesus had come to die. But when He comes again, it won’t be as the suffering Servant but as the conquering King, who died once for our sin and paid the price completely.

Isaiah 60:7
 

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory.

We see Jesus coming back, the Jews being regathered in Israel, and people coming from the desert areas. Yet we also see sheep and rams being sacrificed upon His altar. In Ezekiel 40 through 44, we read that, in the coming Kingdom age, when Jesus rules and reigns on this earth, temple sacrifice will be reinstituted. Why? I suggest they will serve as a reminder of the sacrifice Jesus made to make kingdom life possible. Remembering that He was slaughtered for our sin will cause us to worship and praise Him all the more.

Isaiah 60:8
 

Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?

Many Bible teachers see in this a reference to the means by which Israel will return home. The Jews going back to their land, gathered together from all parts of the world, will fly like doves—perhaps a reference to the airplane.

Isaiah 60:9
 

Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

Still speaking of the return of the Jews in the kingdom age, we read they will bring treasure with them. In Exodus when the Jews were freed from bondage in Egypt, the Egyptians gave the Jews valuable items (Exodus 12:36). So, when the Jews come back the second time, they’ll also bring silver and gold with them.

Isaiah 60:10–14
 

And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

In Matthew 25:31–46, Jesus spoke of this event, as well. When the Tribulation is over, the Lord will gather the survivors of all the nations of the world and separate them into two groups: the sheep and the goats. The nations classified as sheep will be ushered into the millennial period—a thousand years of peace and prosperity. The goats will be sent out into outer darkness. Who are the sheep and goats? The defining issue is how people treat Israel during the Tribulation because when antichrist comes, he’ll persuade the nations to hate the Jews. The nations who buy into his hatred will be doomed. But the nations who befriend Israel will be brought into the Millennium.

Isaiah 60:15
 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.

Although nations would forsake Israel and be hostile toward her, God would see her through.

Isaiah 60:16–18
 

Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

What a glorious day it will be when there is no more rioting or fighting, but great prosperity and abiding safety.

Isaiah 60:19–22
 

The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the LORD will hasten it in his time.

At this point, these prophecies were perplexing to the prophets and people alike. After all, they spoke of the glory of the coming Messiah and of security and safety in Jerusalem—and yet other prophecies would speak of Messiah being beaten and physically rejected. It didn’t seem to make sense. On one hand, the glory of the coming of Christ was seen in passages like Isaiah 60. On the other hand, the suffering of Christ was seen in passages like Isaiah 53. The prophets couldn’t reconcile these things.

Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 1 Peter 1:10, 11


The prophets didn’t have the understanding that we have graciously been given—that is, that Jesus would come twice. Did Jesus understand? Did He know that when He came, He was fulfilling certain prophecies, but others needed to wait until His Second Coming? I believe we see the answer in the next chapter…

Chapter 61
 

When Jesus was thirty years old, He walked into a small synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth. Being a traveling rabbi, as was the custom of the day, He was invited to read from the scrolls. He gave His first message from the passage before us…

Isaiah 61:1 (a)
 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek…

Jesus said that He came to call not the righteous but the sinners to repentance (Matthew 9:13). For the most part, the Pharisees and Sadducees, the religious leaders of His day, thought they had no need of salvation. Jesus would call them a generation of vipers (Matthew 3:7). But to the meek—to those who realized they were sinners—He preached good tidings. That’s why sinners loved to be around Him.

In our day, our challenge is to be sure that sinners love to be around us. It’s too easy for the religious people to like to be around us. But sinners often think we’re coming down on them and are intolerant of them. May the Lord help us to be like Jesus—preaching good tidings, good news to the meek, to the sinner.

Isaiah 61:1 (b), 2 (a)
 

…he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD…

Here, in the middle of verse 2, Jesus stopped reading (Luke 4:18, 19). Why did He stop here? Because the next phrase deals with the judgment and wrath of the Tribulation. And that wouldn’t take place until His Second Coming.

Isaiah 61:2 (b)
 

…and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

Because Jesus chose not to read this phrase when He came the first time, I believe He knew even as He began His ministry that He was involved in a two-phase event—coming first as a suffering Savior before He would return as a conquering King.

Isaiah 61:3
 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

Following the vengeance of the Tribulation, God will comfort. He’ll give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. This speaks of the Millennium to be sure, but also of our present situation. You see, a garment is something you can put on and take off. That’s the way praise is. You can decide to slip it on or cast it off. It’s a decision we make every day. When your spirit gets heavy, start praising and worshiping. Speak praise out loud. Sing songs of praise. Worship the Lord. The garment of praise or the spirit of heaviness? It’s our choice.

Isaiah 61:4–6
 

And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.

Exodus 19 tells us it was God’s original intention that the people of Israel be a nation of priests. But they rebelled against God and lost their calling. In the Millennium, when Jesus comes back, the Jews again will be ministers of God. They shall be the priests of Jehovah, enjoying the riches of the Gentiles who are presently putting them down.

God is not through with Israel, gang. The prophecies of the Bible will not make sense to you unless you see clearly that the Lord still has a wonderful work to do with her. In Romans 9–11, we see God’s plan and heart for His people, the nation of Israel.

Isaiah 61:7
 

For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.

In other words, the Jews would experience twice as much joy and blessing upon returning to their land as the confusion and shame they felt when they left it as they were carried into captivity.

Isaiah 61:8, 9
 

For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.

The Lord loves judgment—that is, He loves justice. He loves alleviating the shame and suffering that injustice causes.

Isaiah 61:10, 11
 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

This is the song of the ransomed and redeemed. It was sung by the Jews upon their return from Babylon. It is sung by believers, covered with the robe of Jesus’ righteousness. And it will be sung in the kingdom age—all to the glory of God.

Chapter 62
 

Isaiah 62:1–4
 

For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.

Hephzibah means “My delight is in her.” Beulah means “married.” In Babylon, Israel felt forsaken and desolate. But God was committed to making her the object of His delight. So too, as the bride of Christ, God is committed to completing the work He began in us when first we trusted in Him (Philippians 1:6).

Isaiah 62:5–7
 

For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee. I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence, And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

Through Isaiah, God says, “Give Me no rest until the things that are upon My heart are accomplished.”

Jesus said the same thing. In Luke 11, teaching about prayer, He said, “At midnight, there was a knock on the door of a man’s house. ‘Go away!’ the man said. ‘It’s late.’

“But the cry came from the other side of the door, ‘I’m your friend. Open up!’

“ ‘No,’ the homeowner said. ‘My kids are all in bed. I don’t want to wake them up.’

“But the man kept knocking. Finally the homeowner arose and let him in—not because of their friendship but because of his importunity. The guy just wouldn’t stop knocking!”

Jesus was saying, “If a man who doesn’t want to get out of bed responds to constant knocking, how much more readily will your Father respond to you?”

Jesus used this story as an illustration of what prayer is to be. “Ask and it shall be given,” He would say. “Seek and you shall find. Knock and the door shall be opened unto you”—or literally, “Keep asking. Keep seeking. Keep knocking” (Matthew 7:7).

“Give Me no rest until these things be established,” God says. I wonder how much is not established in our lives simply because we stopped praying. I wonder how many miracles, how many blessings we missed because we stopped knocking. It’s not that God is teasing us. Rather, He wants to cultivate a relationship of faith, of perseverance, of affection, of communication with Him.

Isaiah 62:8–12
 

The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured: But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness. Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.

A glorious picture is painted of the Jews’ return to Jerusalem following their captivity in Babylon—as well as of their return to Jerusalem in the kingdom age.

Chapter 63
 

Before the restoration of the kingdom as seen in chapters 61 and 62 takes place, there must first come tribulation as seen here in chapter 63…

Isaiah 63:1
 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.

Named after Esau, Jacob’s older brother, Edom is a symbol of the flesh. Bozrah also speaks of the flesh. For us, the picture is of Jesus dealing with the territories that are Edom-ish or Bozrah-like in our lives. He corrects us not to harass us but to free us from that which would ultimately destroy us.

Isaiah 63:2–6
 

Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.

Jesus comes with glory and brightness, mighty to save. This speaks of His Second Coming. Revelation 19:11–13 describes this event very vividly. As seen there, as well as in the passage before us, blood will be on His garments. The question is, will you allow it to be His that was shed in love for you—or will it be yours as a result of His judgment upon you for your failure to accept the work He did on the Cross to set you free?

Isaiah 63:7–14
 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them. Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him? That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name? That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble? As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.

Even in this heavy prophetic picture of judgment, Isaiah remembers the mercies, the goodness, the kindness of God. If you can’t think of anything to be thankful for, be thankful that you’re not destroyed—for that’s what we all deserve. In this picture of judgment, Isaiah does what we should do: remember the lovingkindness and goodness of God.

Isaiah 63:15–19
 

Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are they restrained? Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting. O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy servants’ sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary. We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name.

“Command ye Me,” God had said (Isaiah 45:11). And here, knowing God’s heart for His people, Isaiah does just that.

Chapter 64
 

Isaiah 64:1–4
 

Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence! When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

As Isaiah is praying in the context of the judgment that will take place in the Tribulation, he says, “Lord, we don’t even know the amazing things You have ahead for us.”

Paul would echo this same thought…

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen , nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 1 Corinthians 2:9


If you’re living for your job, your bank account, your possessions, or even your family, you’ll miss out on the life God has for you both now and eternally. But if, like Isaiah and Paul, you set your heart on heaven, you’ll have abundant life on earth thrown in!

If like Isaiah we would just say, “Lord, we are looking and waiting for that which You have in store for us in heaven,” you’ll not only end up there, but you’ll enjoy life as well. If you’re living for your job or your bank account or your possessions, you’ll miss both. Why doesn’t God speak more to us about heaven? Because we couldn’t comprehend it.

Isaiah 64:5, 6
 

Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

All of our charitable giving, do-gooding, and volunteering are filthy rags because God sees not only what we do, but the mixed motives behind our actions. Jesus sees right through the things that look so noble to others.

Isaiah 64:7
 

And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

No one innately reaches out to the Lord because, as Paul would later say, “There is none that doeth good, no not one” (Romans 3:12). The only way we’re saved is by God reaching out to us. He chose us and we simply responded.

Isaiah 64:8
 

But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

Jeremiah and Paul would both use the analogy of clay to illustrate the sovereignty of God. God is the Master Potter. He can make us whatever He wishes. How can we trust He’ll do what’s best? By looking at His hands as He shapes us and at His feet as He turns the wheel—for therein we see the scars of the nails that pierced them when He died for us.

Isaiah 64:9–12
 

Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people. Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste. Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?

God’s people would indeed return to their homeland, but they would find the wall, the city, and, above all, the temple greatly in need of repair. God would answer this prayer of His people and provide both the means and the will to rebuild that which was lost. Isn’t that always the way of our God?

Chapter 65
 

Isaiah 65:1
 

I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

In Romans 10:20, Paul quotes this verse with reference to Gentiles. Because the Jews were not interested in Him, God sovereignly reached out to those who were not seeking Him at all. And I’m so thankful He did!

Isaiah 65:2–8
 

I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts; A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick; Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine’s flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels; Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day. Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom, Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the LORD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom. Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants’ sakes, that I may not destroy them all.

Just as there are good grapes in bad clusters, so there are good people in a nation that wasn’t doing very well at all. Spiritually, Israel was rotten. But there were individuals who loved the Lord. It was because of them that He didn’t destroy the entire cluster.

Isaiah 65:9, 10
 

And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.

Notice that the Lord calls Israel His elect. Israel is also referred to as God’s elect in verse 22 and in Romans 11:28. This is important because in Matthew 24, Jesus talks gathering His elect in the Tribulation. As believers, we won’t be there. Therefore, His reference isn’t to us, but to Israel.

Isaiah 65:11
 

But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.

“That troop” and “that number” refer to games associated with idolatry. Most of the people to whom Isaiah prophesied were not part of the remnant that loved God. They were playing games. In this, I’m reminded of the soldiers who cast lots for Jesus’ garments, completely oblivious to the fact that, as He hung on the cross, their eternal destiny hung in the balance (Matthew 27:35).

Most of the people to whom Isaiah prophesied were not part of the elect, the remnant, the group that loved God. They were preparing tables to destiny and fortune. In other words, gambling. They were playing games associated with idols. That’s where their hearts were. Troop is fortune, number is destiny.

Isaiah 65:12–15
 

Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit. And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name:

These who forsook the Lord and chased after other gods would be slain and God’s servants would be called by another name. What would that name be? It was in Antioch that believers were called Christians for the first time (Acts 11:26). In calling them “little Christs,” people were actually putting down the believers. But it is a name we who know Him should wear with great humility and responsibility. God help us to live up to it by behaving like Jesus, by showing the love and grace He showed.

Isaiah 65:16, 17 (a)
 

That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes. For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth…

The Hebrew word translated “create” is bara and means to create from nothing. When we read in Genesis 1:1 that God created the heavens and the earth, the word used is also bara. In other words, God didn’t use preexisting materials to create the earth. He simply spoke the word and it became. The use of bara here in Isaiah means that God is going to create something entirely new. It won’t be a matter of simply remodeling the earth and the heavens, for in 2 Peter 3:10, we read that this earth will be done away with entirely. In a millisecond flash of unbelievable energy and fervent heat, things will cease to be.

Isaiah 65:17 (b)
 

…and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

The new heaven and earth will be so wonderful that we won’t even remember what was there before. The things of this world and the relationships with people that are in hell and lost because of their rejection of Jesus won’t even come to mind. Otherwise, heaven couldn’t be heaven. I believe we would be mourning throughout eternity if we remembered all of our friends and family that didn’t receive Jesus. So the Lord does something altogether new.

Isaiah 65:18, 19
 

But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

What a message of hope for the people of Jerusalem today, where there is so much weeping and crying seemingly without a solution or an end. But in the day of the new heaven and the new earth, weeping and wailing will be replaced by joy and rejoicing.

Isaiah 65:20 (a)
 

There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old…

In the kingdom age, there will be health, peace, and rightness to such a degree that most people will live all the way through the Millennium. We who are Christians won’t have physical bodies at that time. We’ll be ruling and reigning with Christ in the millennial kingdom. But we’ll have already been caught up to heaven and will have received our glorified bodies. Therefore, this doesn’t apply to us, but rather to those who come to the Lord during the Tribulation.

Isaiah 65:20 (b)
 

…but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.

This evidently speaks of those who, even in the glorious kingdom age, refuse to submit to the lordship of Jesus.

Isaiah 65:21, 22
 

And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

In the kingdom age, the houses and vineyards people build and plant will be for their own blessing. This solves the problem of the corruption of capitalism. Communism and Socialism came to answer the corruption of capitalism—only for man to discover that they were even more corrupt systems. In the kingdom, however, there will be a perfect blend of capitalism and communism in the best sense of the word.

As believers, we do a great disservice to our calling to think that capitalism is the answer or that the American form of democracy is where it’s at. I’m grateful for our system, but I’m not naive enough to think that our system is the answer. The answer lies only in looking to God and honoring Him. God will bless those people no matter their system of government. Any people who look to God will be blessed by Him.

Isaiah 65:23, 24
 

They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

The presence of the Lord will be so real in the kingdom age that there will be no need for fasting, praying through, or pleading with God—for before we even call, He’ll answer.

Isaiah 65:25
 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

In the kingdom, harmony will replace ferocity and humility will be the order of the day.

Chapter 66
 

Isaiah 66:1
 

Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?

The house spoken of here refers to the temple. Before the Tribulation, antichrist will apparently work out a compromise between the Muslims and the Jews allowing the temple to be rebuilt on the temple mount. This will give him even greater power in the geopolitical political arena.

Isaiah 66:2, 3 (a)
 

For all those things hath mine hand made, and those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog’s neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine’s blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol.…

Here, the Lord says, “I’m not impressed by your structures or your sacrifices. After all, you can’t offer Me anything I don’t already own. What I want is for you to humble yourselves before Me and be obedient to Me.”

Isaiah 66:3 (b)
 

…Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations.

“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings,” God declared through His prophet, Hosea (6:6). Anything we give to God is an abomination if it’s not accompanied by a heart of mercy and obedience.

Isaiah 66:4, 5
 

I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not. Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name’s sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.

The same people who built the temple and made these offerings, would go about casting out the Lord’s people, saying, “The Lord be glorified.” This speaks prophetically of one who came on the scene and did just that—Saul of Tarsus. Before the Lord stopped him in his tracks on the road to Damascus, Paul thought he was glorifying God by arresting Christians. He was sincere, but sincerely wrong. He was zealous but his zeal was misdirected.

May God help us lest we think we’re doing Him a favor by rebuking a brother, putting down a group, or finding fault with a church. The Holy Spirit will convict our brothers when they’re mistaken. We don’t have to go around doing His job. It’s God’s part to convict, chasten, and discipline. It’s ours to love, forgive, and embrace.

Isaiah 66:6–9
 

A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth recompence to his enemies. Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child. Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

“Who has heard of a nation being born in a single day?” the Lord asked. No one in history had heard of such a thing—until our generation. A nation was literally birthed in a day: May 14, 1948. By proclamation of the United Nations, Israel was born in a single day.

Isaiah 66:10, 11
 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her: That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.

Those who love Israel will be blessed. Those who pray for her will prosper.

Isaiah 66:12, 13
 

For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees. As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

Likening Himself to a mother, God says, “I’m going to bounce you upon My knee.” In Genesis, God identified Himself to Abraham as El Shaddai. El means “strong.” Shaddai means “breasted.” Thus, God identifies Himself not only as a strong Father, but as a tender, nourishing Mother.

Isaiah 66:14–16
 

And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies. For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many.

To those who would not respond to His love, God pleads through fire and sword.

Isaiah 66:17
 

They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.

These people were sneaking off into groves to eat pork and mice—both forbidden by Old Testament law. We do the same thing whenever we sneak off to our own little groves to find pleasure in people or activities we know are not of God.

Isaiah 66:18, 19
 

For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory. And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.

In the kingdom age, the Lord shall dispatch Jews to carry His message of salvation to those in far-off regions who survive the Tribulation.

Isaiah 66:20
 

And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.

Again, this describes the great gathering that will take place in the kingdom age resulting in the Jews’ return to Jerusalem.

Isaiah 66:21–23
 

And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the LORD. For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.

What a great day it will be when the Jews join all people in converging upon Jerusalem to worship. Sometimes I think we get a little taste of this in times of intense worship and fellowship even now.

Isaiah 66:24
 

And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.

Sadly, while the kingdom is celebrating, there will be incredible suffering as those who reject the King will be left to the consequences of their own will.

Many a person has been brought into heaven by being scared out of hell. That’s why I was saved. I became a Christian when I heard a sermon on hell. At three and a half years old, I usually slept in the pew in the Assembly of God church my parents attended. But one particular Sunday night, the preacher preached on hell and I listened intently. “Satan has a stopwatch in his hand,” he said, “and he sees his time coming to an end. Therefore, he’s chasing you harder and faster and more energetically than ever because he sees his time is running out and he wants you.”

Me? I thought. So when the invitation was given, I slid off the pew, went forward, and got saved that night. My parents prayed with me later on in the evening and I gave my life to Jesus right then.

I knew God’s love, but what I needed to know was the reality of hell. Maybe you know people who aren’t responding to the goodness of God and committing their life to Jesus. Very respectfully, I say, “Give them hell.” Let them know that if they’re not going to respond to the love of God, they will have to deal with eternity apart from God.

 
 

HELL IS FOR REAL

A Topical Study of


ISAIAH 66:22–24


“And they all lived happily ever after.” That’s the way we like our stories to end. And as we come to the last chapter of Isaiah, that is partially the case, for we read of a new heaven and a new earth where God will wipe away all of our tears, where everything will be right.

It would be wonderful if Isaiah had stopped right there. But there’s one more verse. The final verse of Isaiah is not so wonderful, not quite as joyful, for in it he speaks not of the bliss of the thousand-year kingdom or the incredible glory of the new heaven and earth, but of fire and worms that will never die.

I love to talk about the mercy, love, and grace of God, the coming of Christ, and the glories of heaven. Hell is a topic not as pleasant to speak about, but one I must because Jesus gave more teachings on hell than He did on heaven. Why? He knew its reality. So God the Father inspired the prophet Isaiah to end his message not just with the hope of the coming kingdom and the glories of a new heaven, but with a warning about the reality of eternal damnation.

Hell. Many people don’t believe in it. The rationalist says, “I can’t believe that a God who is supposed to be love would actually send people to hell.” Intellectually, people have a hard time accepting it. In fact, they spend much of their time building a case to deny it. And yet the Lord states very clearly that it is a place to be reckoned with, that it is reality.

For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mark 9:41–48


Every one of us is in one of two categories. There are those who say, “Thy will be done, Lord” and there are those who say, “My will be done. With my foot, I’ll walk where I want. With my hand, I’ll touch what I want. With my eyes, I’ll see things from my perspective. I’ll do it my way.” God won’t send these people to hell. But if they are absolutely determined to do their own will, He will allow them to go there. That is why hell is not a contradiction to God’s love but rather a confirmation of it. Because God is love, He won’t force man to do His will. He will let man have his way—but it will invariably, without exception, lead him to hell.

That is why Jesus said, “I implore and beseech you to cut out your eye, cut off your hand, do whatever is necessary to get off the path that will lead to destruction, to hell itself both presently and eternally.” If God means nothing to you and rightness has no appeal for you, if you want to walk and touch and see the way you want, He’ll say, “Your will be done. I won’t force My way upon you.” And you will begin the long, terrible descent into hell itself.

When the multitude rejected Him, Jesus wasn’t angry. He didn’t raise His fist and shout, “To hell with you!” He wept (Luke 19:41). Therefore, we know that it’s a brokenhearted, loving Father who say, “If you absolutely insist that your will be done, I won’t force you to receive My Son.”

Who will be in hell? Satan and his angels, for whom it was created. According to Acts 1:20, Judas Iscariot will be there. Revelation 20:10 says that the antichrist—the world leader that will be indwelt by Satan himself—will be in hell as will the false prophet, his right-hand man. But there is another group of people who will be there, as well…

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
Revelation 21:8


“I’m not a murderer,” you say. But Jesus said that if you’ve been angry with your brother without cause, you’re guilty of murder (Matthew 5:21, 22). “I’m not a whoremonger,” you protest. But Jesus said that if you’ve looked at a woman with lust in your heart, you’ve committed adultery (Matthew 5:28). And who of us would have the audacity to say we’ve never lied or stretched the truth?

The lake of fire is the second death. The second death is talked about in Revelation 20…

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:10–15


Hell is cast into the lake of fire. Death is cast into the lake of fire. What is this lake of fire? The word, gehenna, comes from Hinnom—a physical location right outside the eastern wall of Jerusalem which has a very colorful but brutal past. It was in the valley of Hinnom that a wicked king named Ahaz constructed idols to Moloch upon which babies were sacrificed. In the days of Jesus, the valley of Hinnom was a garbage dump where all of the refuse of Jerusalem burned day and night. We read in Matthew 27 that, after Judas betrayed Jesus, he hung himself outside of the temple. We are then told in Acts 1 that his body fell down to an area of Hinnom known as the potter’s field—an area where potters would throw the broken pieces of their pottery. In A.D. 70, when the Romans began to destroy Jerusalem, it was into the valley of Hinnom that they threw the bodies of the 600,000 Jews they slaughtered.

So when gehenna was used, people associated it with sizzling flesh, burning garbage, death, and slaughter. It was a terrible place. Yet people today are dumb enough to say, “If I go to hell, that’s okay with me. My buddies will be there and we’ll play poker and watch videos.” Not so. The Greek word used for fire is pur, the same word used in Matthew 17 to describe the fire into which the demonized boy threw himself. We’re not talking about spiritualized fire. It’s literal. But Jesus also said it is outer darkness. In other words, the fire will burn, but no light will come forth. How is this possible? Astronomists have told us that perhaps one-tenth of the universe has been consumed by black holes. Black holes form from an imploding star whose mass is so great, whose gravitational pull is so strong that they are like disposals in your sink. Things go in but are never seen again. Even light, as it’s sucked into these cosmic “disposals,” never comes out. Could it be that somehow these black holes relate to eternal damnation?

There will be no buddies, no poker, no videos. There will be worms and wailing and fire. Revelation goes on to describe hell in conjunction with a bottomless pit. If you’re an unbeliever, enjoy life now because this is as good as you’re ever going to have it. Everything from here on is downhill, a bottomless pit. On the other hand, if you’re a believer, take hope. This is as bad as it’s ever going to be. The struggles with our flesh, the disappointments, the heartaches are real now. But we’re going to heaven where there will be no more tears or sorrow.

What does it mean that at the great white throne God will judge those who are resurrected and they will be cast into this lake of fire, into gehenna? Where are they right now? And what does it mean that hell itself is cast into this lake of fire?

People are not in the lake of fire right now. That will happen at the great white throne judgment. Once the Millennium is over, God will resurrect the unbelieving dead to stand before Him at the great white throne. Perhaps they’ll say, “I’m a pretty good guy. You can’t allow me to spend eternity in outer darkness.” But as He opens the books of their lives, the thoughts no one knew they were thinking will be revealed. The reason behind all their “good deeds” will come to light. Sins they thought were long forgotten will be exposed. At that point, I believe no one will argue or even wait to hear God tell them to depart from Him, but will flee themselves, knowing of their sin and horrendous iniquity.

Where are these people presently? We find the answer in Luke 16…

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
Luke 16:19–26


Before Jesus died, when a person died, he went to one of two sides of hades. One side was called Abraham’s bosom, or paradise—a place that was pleasant, a place that was heavenly but not heaven. The other side was what we call hell. Ephesians 4:8, 9 tell us that when Jesus died, before He ascended, He first descended into the lower parts of the earth and led captivity captive. That is, He took the believers from paradise into heaven where they could now live because the price for their sin was paid. When a believer dies now, he goes straight to heaven, for to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). The unbelieving dead still go to the second compartment of hades or hell, the place of torment, to await the great white throne judgment before they will be sent to gehenna itself.

God never intended anyone to be in hell. And even when we chose to do our own will, He didn’t give up on us. He sent Jesus Christ, His Son, to die on the Cross of Calvary. As Jesus was slaughtered on the Cross for my sin, He descended to the lower parts of the earth. He paid the price for my sin. He took the heat of hell for me and you.

We’re all sinners, murderers, whoremongers, liars—there is no exception for all have sinned, every one. But He who knew no sin took our sin upon Himself, died in our place, and went to hell for us. He paid the price completely and if we simply believe this, we will be saved eternally.

Jesus cared enough about you and me to tell us the truth about hell. We need to listen to what He says. If you’re not a believer, this needs to be the day of your conversion. If you’re a believer, this needs to be the day of new compassion for those around you headed for hell. And if you’re only a nominal believer, I challenge you to make this a day of consideration. Jesus died for you and it’s time to start living for Him in light of heaven and eternity, in light of hell and its reality.




 




JEREMIAH
 

Background to Jeremiah
 

Jeremiah is a most interesting personality. Although he was a prophet of God, he wasn’t the greatest prophet. That honor would go to Isaiah, who wrote so powerfully about the coming of Christ. Nor was he the most mystical prophet. That honor would go to Ezekiel, who talked about visions such as a wheel in the middle of a wheel. And he was not the most successful prophet. That honor would go to Jonah, for once he finally made it to Nineveh, his single message resulted in the repentance of the entire city of Nineveh. Jeremiah wasn’t the greatest, the most mystical, or the most successful prophet—but, without a doubt, he was the most courageous of the prophets. His enemies tied him up and threw him in a dungeon because they didn’t like his message. His family and friends rejected him. Other prophets and priests made fun of him. He was placed in stocks and beaten, humiliated, and ridiculed. And yet for forty-two years, Jeremiah kept on proclaiming the message God had laid on his heart. For forty-two years, he preached—even though not a single person responded.

The Lord doesn’t ask us to be successful. He asks us to be faithful. Each of us has a job to do and the Lord isn’t asking for success, for only He can bring that about. He simply asks us to be faithful—to do what He says. Jeremiah did just that. Faithfully, he preached and proclaimed the message that judgment was coming to the nation of Judah. There was gross immorality, a great degree of idolatry, all kinds of carnality. And God told Jeremiah to tell His people that they were bringing an avalanche of judgment upon themselves.

At this time—from 627 to 586 B.C.—Habakkuk and Zephaniah were also ministering in Judah. Habakkuk could be thought of as the praying prophet. Zephaniah was the preaching prophet. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet. He was a heartbroken prophet with a heartbreaking message. Throughout this book, we will see him weeping, crying, grieving for the people of God who had turned away from their God.

The praying prophet, the preaching prophet, the weeping prophet are all examples of how we should minister in the age in which we live. We should be preaching against sin as Zephaniah did, praying about sin as Habakkuk did, and weeping over sin as Jeremiah did. Those three characteristics must operate simultaneously in us if we are going to be the kind of servants and ministers in our society that God would have us be.

In 586, Jeremiah went to Egypt and lived there with other Jews who had fled from the Babylonians. Tradition tells us that he was stoned there and buried in an unmarked grave, killed by his brothers who didn’t like the message he brought.

Jeremiah’s call was to prophesy to a dying nation. We, too, are watching a time when our own society is collapsing and decaying, when we, like the people of Judah, are bringing judgment upon ourselves. As we go through Jeremiah’s message, we will see many parallels between his day and ours. My prayer is that, in looking at his life, we will become God’s people for our time as Jeremiah was for his.

Chapter 1
 

In chapter 1, we see the portrait of a prophet. We see his person in verses 1 through 3, his preparation in verses 4 and 5, his problem in verse 6, God’s provision in verse 7, His promise in verse 8, and His power in verse 9.

Jeremiah 1:1, 2
 

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

Jeremiah was the son of a priest named Hilkiah. He lived in a community of priests in Anathoth, a small village about two miles north of Jerusalem. He began his ministry in the days of Josiah, the last of the good kings of Judah. Josiah began his reign at the ripe old age of eight. When he was sixteen, we are told he set his heart to seek the Lord. At the age of twenty, Josiah destroyed all the idols in the land of Judah. At the age of twenty-five, he refurbished the temple, which had been neglected. In the refurbishing process, the law, which had been lost for years, was recovered. Many scholars believe that the Hilkiah that found the scrolls is the same Hilkiah that was Jeremiah’s dad (2 Kings 22:8). When Josiah read the law, realizing how far Judah had strayed from the ways of the Lord, he wept and tremendous reformation followed when he told the people they had to get back to the principles of the Word.

Jeremiah 1:3
 

It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

Jeremiah ministered not only in the days of Josiah, but of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. Although he talked to all four final kings very powerfully, the final three refused to listen to him.

Jeremiah 1:4, 5
 

Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

Before Jeremiah was born, the Lord had already called him and was shaping him, preparing him for significant ministry. Paul would say he, too, was ordained in his mother’s womb (Galatians 1:15). Psalm 139 tells us that it is the Lord who puts man together in the womb of his mother and that all of his days are organized by Him. Passages like these provide the strongest possible arguments against abortion.

Jeremiah 1:6
 

Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.

Jeremiah was probably thirty years old at this time. Thirty years was the age at which priests began their ministry. At thirty years, David began to be king over Israel. At thirty years, Jesus initiated His public ministry. There is something significant about the number thirty. Jeremiah was at that age, but still felt unprepared. Why? Perhaps it was because, as a priest’s kid, he knew what it would take to follow in his father’s footsteps.

Godly parents are one of the greatest gifts kids can have. Yet the way to turn our kids off to the things of God is to put down the preacher, the musicians, or the people in the church. Talk about the things of the Lord and the people of God in a merciful, kind way, and your kids will be far more likely to grow up loving the people of God and walking in the way of the Lord.

Jeremiah 1:7, 8
 

But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah’s problem was that he felt inadequate to get involved in ministry. The Lord, however, promised not only to provide him with the words to speak, but promised him His presence, that He would be with Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 1:9
 

Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.

Here, we see the power given to Jeremiah as the Lord put His words in Jeremiah’s mouth. The Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). Therefore, just as He provided Jeremiah His words, He has provided us with His Word. True power comes not from sharing with people what we think but what God’s Word says, not from our ideas or philosophies but what Scripture states with certainty and authority.

Jeremiah 1:10
 

See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

The ministry of a prophet is always profitable but not always pleasant. It’s not simply planting and building, but the ministry of a prophet is also pulling down, throwing down, tearing up, rooting out. There had to be a breaking before there could be a building. There had to be a clearing of the land before there could be a planting of the seed. Jeremiah knew this. He saw it in his father and in the priestly community that ministry wouldn’t always be easy.

“To every thing there is a season,” Solomon declared, “and a time to every purpose under the heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1–3). Building up is always more fulfilling than pulling down, planting always more exciting than destroying, yet, like Solomon, Jeremiah was told he would have to root out, pull down, destroy, and throw down before he could build and plant. And so must we. Paul tells us we are to pull down strongholds and cast down imaginations that seek to have pre-eminence over Christ in our thoughts and minds (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5).

True ministry is not about getting people to like us but rather speaking as the Lord directs in humility and integrity—even if that means rooting out and throwing down in order that God may build up and plant deep.

Jeremiah 1:11, 12
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.

Synonymous with life and fruit, the almond tree was the first tree in the area to bud. Aaron’s rod budded with the buds of almonds as a sign of his authority (Numbers 17:8). Therefore, for Jeremiah to see a rod of an almond tree spoke of the authority God had given him for his own ministry.

Jeremiah 1:13–16
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.

This boiling, steaming pot is a reference to Babylon. At this time, the Babylonian empire was beginning to heat up. Before long, they would conquer the Assyrians and cruise down to destroy Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 1:17
 

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.

“Be not dismayed at their faces.” Paul would take this command to heart by choosing to obey God rather than to fear man (Galatians 1:10).

Jeremiah 1:18, 19
 

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

Although Jeremiah saw himself as young and unprepared, God saw him as strong as a fortified city, knowing that He Himself would defend him.

Chapter 2
 

Jeremiah 2:1
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

Here we come to Jeremiah’s first full message. It’s in three parts and goes on for several chapters.

Jeremiah 2:2, 3
 

Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.

The first part of Jeremiah’s message is simply summarized in the word, “remember.”

“Remember how it was when you first loved Me,” the Lord says to His people through Jeremiah—“even when the land was yet wilderness, before it was prosperous.”

I think of the words of Jesus to the church at Ephesus when He says, “I know all your good works, all your activities, all the ministry you’re doing. But I have something against you. You’ve left your first love. Your love for Me has diminished. Remember from whence thou art fallen” (Revelation 2:2–4).

Can you remember a time when you loved the Lord more than you do now? Was there a time when your love for Him was real and fresh and vital? Have things changed? Are devotions a drag? Is church a drudgery? Are the things of God a burden? “Remember,” God would say, “how it was when you really sought Me. They may have been wilderness times, difficult times, but you loved Me and were wholly committed to Me.”

Jeremiah 2:4, 5
 

Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel: Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?

“What have I done to cause you to turn away from Me?” God asks. The heartbreak of God the Father is heard in this chapter.

Jeremiah 2:6–11
 

Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children’s children will I plead. For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit.

Even though God had been faithful to His people by freeing them and feeding them, redeeming them and rewarding them, protecting them and providing for them, they forsook Him. This was especially unconscionable in light of the fact that there was not a single instance of a heathen nation forsaking its own powerless idols, much less a God who cared for them as the God of Israel had done for His people.

Jeremiah 2:12, 13 (a)
 

Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters…

Jesus would use the term “living water” to refer to Himself (John 4:10, 7:38). Drink of the water of materialism, pleasure, or relationships and you’ll thirst again. You’ll always need one more party, one more pay raise, one more friend. But in Jesus, you’re satisfied at last.

“Our hearts are restless until we find our rest in Thee,” Augustine said. Truly, we were created for God and we will be restless, thirsty, and unsatisfied until we drink of Him.

Jeremiah 2:13 (b)
 

…and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

In Jeremiah’s day, people would carve cisterns in the sides of the hills to catch the water that would run off. These cisterns would serve as reservoirs to hold the water during the dry seasons. If a cistern developed a crack, however, it could hold no water and would only be used as a grave. Thus, the Lord says, “My people have committed two evils. Not only have they forsaken Me, the Source of their refreshment, but they are seeking to find it in ways that will ultimately bury them.”

Jeremiah 2:14–18
 

Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled? The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way? And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?

This speaks of Judah’s propensity to form alliances rather than to seek God.

Jeremiah 2:19
 

Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

When my youngest daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was sixteen months old or so, she loved her baby brother, Ben, who was four months old. Ben loved to swing. And when he did, Mary seemed to always want to give him a kiss. But, knowing that if she tried, she would go sprawling when the swing hit her, we discouraged her from doing so. One day, however, in her rebelliousness and iniquity, Mary Elizabeth didn’t heed the commands and guidance of her father. As Ben was swinging, she leaned in to kiss him—and before she knew it, she was laying on her back. Her “backsliding” caused her to be “backsided.” It wasn’t a matter of my punishing her—but simply of her reaping the consequences built into her disobedience.

So often, when people find themselves flat on their back and bloodied, they shake their fist and say, “God why are You doing this to me?” But in reality, their calamity is simply the result of their own forsaking the Lord and ignoring His Word. God is grieved when we reject Him because He knows the swing is headed our way and we’re going to take a fall.

Jeremiah 2:20–22
 

For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot. Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD.

Josiah, who was king at this time, came up with all kinds of rules to aid in reformation. Because they loved Josiah, people tried to clean up their act outwardly. But their hearts were far from God.

Reformation doesn’t last. We need regeneration. Jesus was absolutely right: we must be born again (John 3:7). The only way man will truly change is not through external rules but through internal transformation.

Jeremiah 2:23–25 (a)
 

How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways; A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst…

The picture here is one of people following Baal as foolishly as wild donkeys follow each other.

Jeremiah 2:25 (b)
 

…but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.

This is what Satan does. He seduces us to follow after some stranger and to get sucked into some sin. Then he condemns us to the point where we think our situation is hopeless, that there’s no way back for us.

Jeremiah 2:26–28
 

As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets, Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us. But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.

“You’ve made your idols out of stock, wood, or stone. But in the day of trouble, they won’t be able to save you,” Jeremiah declares. In our culture, we have the same idols—not the stones and wood themselves, but the same ideas behind those stones and wood: money, sensuality, intellectual pursuit.

Everyone has times of trouble when we’re face to face with eternity. That’s the problem with idols. They can’t help you when you need help most. But, in time of trouble, the true and living God just becomes all the more real. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,” David said, “for thou art with me” (Psalm 23:4). Jesus takes us through the valley of the shadow of death. He doesn’t leave us there.

Jeremiah 2:29–32
 

Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD. In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee? Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.

You can hear the heartbeat of God the Father, grieving over people who ignore Him, wondering what He had done wrong to make the people go days on end without even acknowledging Him.

Jeremiah 2:33–37
 

Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these. Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned. Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them.

God didn’t need to search far to find proof that His people had turned to other nations and other gods rather than Him.




RISING ABOVE REJECTION

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 2


Valentines Day, 1967. I was in eighth grade and very much interested in a girl named Pam Harlowe. At that time, I was playing on the Santa Clara County Hornets, a Pop Warner football team. The 1966 Hornets were undefeated, the Pop Warner National Champs. The year I joined the team, we were 11–1: one win, eleven losses. Nonetheless, I wanted to give Pam something special so I unscrewed one of my cleats, sprayed it gold, and put it with a Valentine note into an envelope. When I got to school, I walked up to Pam, Valentine note and spray-painted cleat in hand. As I approached, I could see that she was wearing a gold football on a gold chain.

“Where did you get that?” I asked cautiously.

“Scott Miller,” she sighed dreamily.

Scott Miller played quarterback on the ’66 team. At that point, I knew I didn’t have a chance.

I think every one of us has experienced the pain and sting of rejection. Rejection is always hard to swallow and often hard to understand. But, in reality, no rejection we experience can compare with the audacity of the human tendency to reject the One who created us, cares about us, and gave His life for us. People have the audacity to reject God constantly. It just doesn’t make sense that we, being so ugly, would reject One who is so lovely; that we, being so impoverished, would reject One who desires to enrich; that we, being so weird, would reject One so wonderful. It’s hard to understand how we, as people, could reject God who is so good.

Not only are we guilty of rejecting God, but every one of us will experience rejection ourselves. This is an absolute fact of spiritual life. “The servant is not greater than his master,” Jesus said. “Therefore, because men have persecuted Me, so they’ll persecute you” (see John 15:20).

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
2 Timothy 4:16, 17


Here was a man who gave himself to ministry, who was radically involved in caring and serving God’s people. Yet at the end of his life, Paul said, “All have forsaken me.” If the apostle Paul experienced that in his ministry, if Jesus experienced it to the point where on the Cross He cried out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” certainly we must realize that rejection is an integral part of God’s program.

Why is rejection a part of God’s program for you and me?

Rejection Allows Us to See Jesus


First, rejection allows us to see God’s faithfulness. You see, when things are going well, when your friends are at your side and your family is patting you on the back and everything is wonderful, there is a tendency to forget the Lord. But suddenly, when your wife hands you divorce papers, your boyfriend says, “We’re through,” or the friends you trusted turn against you—suddenly, like Paul, you say, “Even though all men forsook me, the Lord stood with me.”

“I will never leave you nor forsake you,” Jesus promised (Hebrews 13:5). And His faithfulness shines brightest when contrasted with the frailty of human relationships, the weakness of the human heart.

In John 2:21, we read that Jesus did not commit Himself to any man for He knew what was in men. In other words, Jesus knew that the very crowd saying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord,” would, a few days later, cry, “Crucify Him!” The fickleness of man lies in sharp contrast with the faithfulness of Jesus.

Rejection Allows Us to Be More Like Jesus


Second, rejection allows us to be more like Jesus. “Make me like You, Lord,” we sing. If we are really going to be made into the image of Jesus, rejection is an absolute necessity.

You see, true love gives for the sake of giving, never expecting anything in return. God wants you to be like Jesus in order that you might love others and love Him. But if people always respond to my love, I can subconsciously use my love to get something in return. Therefore, it is only when everyone rejects me, when those who are close to me want nothing to do with me, that I have the opportunity to learn to love supernaturally like Jesus.

True love is only learned and developed in the school of rejection. There is no other way. If you’re going to be like Jesus, you’ll experience rejection even as He did in order that you might learn to love, even as He does.

When rejection comes my way, I can do one of three things. I can isolate myself from people because they don’t appreciate or understand me. The problem is, isolation is in direct violation of God’s Word, for Hebrews 10:25 tells us not to forsake the gathering of ourselves together.

“But it hurts to be with other people,” you might say.

That’s okay. The Bible says we’re living stones being fit together to form a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5). Therefore, we’re bound to chip each other from time to time. But it’s all part of the process.

The second possibility is to complain about rejection, saying, “if I must be with people, I’m going to let them know how rotten I’m being treated.” But if you choose this option, you’re in bad company, for you’ll be in the camp of the accuser of the brethren, Satan himself (Revelation 12:10).

Accept the rejection from people in your life. More importantly, avoid rejecting God from your life. If days have gone by since you talked to or walked with the Lord, today is the day to turn back to Him. He is oh, so ready to receive you. Love the Lord, gang. Cling to Him. And you will truly find blessing in your soul and on your life.




 

Chapter 3
 

Jeremiah 3:1
 

They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD.

According to Old Testament law, if a man divorced his wife and she married another, she could not go back to him under any circumstances lest the land be polluted (Deuteronomy 24:4). Here, however, God invites His people to do just that—to return to Him even though they had followed other gods. And that is still the word of the Lord to you and me. Regardless of the idols you’ve been serving or how much you’ve been ignoring the One who loves you, He says, “Return to Me today.”

Jeremiah 3:2, 3
 

Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.

The reason there was no rain in the land at this time was because God’s people had turned away from Him. So too, we won’t experience the latter rain of the Spirit (Zechariah 10:1) if we turn away from Him.

Jeremiah 3:4–6
 

Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth? Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest. The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.

The mountainous areas of trees and groves were where the people practiced idolatry, which was linked with immoral behavior.

Jeremiah 3:7, 8
 

And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.

It has been said that the only thing man learns from history is that man doesn’t learn from history. Approximately a hundred years before this prophecy was given, in 722 B.C., the Assyrians came down, carried the ten northern tribes of Israel into captivity, and they were never heard from again. Judah saw what had happened to Israel—but she didn’t learn from it.

Jeremiah 3:9, 10
 

And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD.

Judah pretended to love God outwardly. She followed all kinds of rituals and went to the temple regularly. But her heart was far from Him.

Jeremiah 3:11–14
 

And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah. Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:

The first part of Jeremiah’s message was “remember.” The second part was “realize.” Here, we see the third part is “return.” Because the heart of our Lord is so incredibly merciful and gracious, we don’t have to work our way back to Him or prove our sincerity. All we have to do is turn to Him in humility and say, “Lord, I need You.”

Jeremiah 3:15, 16 (a)
 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. And it shall come to pass…

God jumps ahead thousands of years to the Millennium because, from His perspective, it is coming very soon. “Turn to Me,” He says. “My kingdom is coming.”

Jeremiah 3:16 (b)
 

…when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.

In the Millennium, the ark of the covenant will no longer be necessary. Its purpose was to serve as a picture of Jesus—and in the Millennium, He Himself will be on the throne.

Jeremiah 3:17–19
 

At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart. In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers. But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He told them to address God as their Father (Luke 11:1, 2). In the Millennium, the Jews will be gathered from all corners of the earth to worship the One Jesus gave them the right to address as “Father.”

Jeremiah 3:20–25
 

Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God. Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.

God invited His wayward children to return to Him, and here we see them doing just that as a result of the captivity they would undergo in Babylon—and, ultimately, as a result of the Tribulation yet to come. Oh, the lengths our Father goes to in order to draw His children back to Him.

Chapter 4
 

Jeremiah 4:1, 2
 

If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove. And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.

“Return to Me,” God says, “and you will be able to say with enthusiasm, ‘The Lord lives!’ In other words, you’ll know I’m living and working if you come to Me.”

Jeremiah 4:3
 

For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.

Fallow ground is most frequently broken up by the plow of conviction. The hardness of our hearts can only be dealt with by the convicting work of the Holy Ghost. That is why Jeremiah had a most difficult ministry. His ministry was to be pulling down, rooting up, and warning the people of the trouble that would come their way if they didn’t forsake their sins and return to God.

Jeremiah 4:4
 

Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.

As part of the Old Testament covenant, men were circumcised as an outward indication of their covenant relationship or commitment to the Lord. Throughout history, the Jews would take great pride in their outward circumcision. But inwardly, where it really mattered, the hearts of these people were not circumcised, not tender, not sensitive to the things of the Lord.

In our day, people take great pride in their denominational affiliations, in their water baptism, in their perfect church attendance, or in their confirmation when they were twelve. But Paul warned against people who stress an outward show of religion rather than an inward commitment of devotion.

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Philippians 3:3


True circumcision speaks not of outward rituals, religious activities, or church membership. True circumcision—the true mark of one who is linked to God—is found in those who worship God wholeheartedly and rejoice in Christ Jesus personally.

Jeremiah 4:5–8
 

Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities. Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction. The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.

Because the people were inwardly calcified, because they did not circumcise their hearts, because they did not allow the fallow ground to be plowed by the convicting work of prophecy but continued on in their sin, the Lord now prophesies that the lion from the north is coming to bring destruction to their land. The lion, of course, would refer to Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians.

Jeremiah 4:9, 10
 

And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder. Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul.

When Jeremiah heard that Babylon would wreak havoc upon the land, he said, “Lord, You’ve deceived the people.” You see, prophets had been fanning throughout the land of Judah prophesying nothing but peace. Here, Jeremiah is saying, “Lord, why have You allowed the prophets to cry ‘Peace’?”

The answer, as seen in 5:31, is that the people wanted to hear a pleasant message that would not challenge them, an easy message that would not convict them.

Jeremiah 4:11–17
 

At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse, Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will I give sentence against them. Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim. Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah. As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD.

Although the Babylonian invasion is still forty years away, Jeremiah vividly sees and portrays the coming destruction.

Jeremiah 4:18–21
 

Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart. My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet?

So real was Jeremiah’s vision of the coming destruction of Judah, and so intensely did he feel for both the people and the land, he experienced the deepest physical agony at the very thought of it.

Jeremiah 4:22
 

For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.

The judgment Judah would bring upon herself was completely avoidable. Just as is the case within our own country, the avalanche of judgment that would fall on her was of her own making.

Jeremiah 4:23–29
 

I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end. For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it. The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein.

Once again, as it was after Satan fell from heaven, the earth appeared to be without form and void (Genesis 1:2), so devastating would the Babylonian invasion appear to Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 4:30, 31
 

And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life. For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.

When Jezebel realized she was about to be overthrown, she tried to escape destruction by painting her face. Here, Judah is pictured doing the same thing—but she would be no more successful than Jezebel, for both would meet their end. Contrast this with another woman in the Bible who used not paint on her face or crimson in her clothes but scarlet through her window as a way to save her life. Her name was Rahab—and, where Jezebel failed, Rahab was saved not because she was more righteous or more worthy than Jezebel but because she relied on the grace of God rather than on her own schemes (Joshua 2).

Chapter 5
 

Jeremiah 5:1
 

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.

“Search the city and see if you can find any man who wants to see justice done.”

I think of Abraham. “Lord, will You destroy Sodom if fifty righteous men can be found?” he asked.

“No,” the Lord answered.

“How about forty?”

“I won’t destroy it for forty righteous men,” the Lord answered.

“Lord, what about thirty?” Abraham asked.

“I won’t destroy it for thirty.”

“Twenty, Lord?” Abraham ventured.

“I won’t destroy it for twenty.”

“If there are ten righteous men in Sodom will You destroy it?”

“No,” said the Lord.

Abraham left the bargaining table at that point, no doubt feeling as though certainly there were ten righteous men in the entire city. But the Bible says there are none righteous, no not one, that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:10, 23). Obviously, Sodom was no exception.

Jeremiah 5:2
 

And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.

The words, “The Lord liveth,” was nothing more than an empty phrase to the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 5:3–5
 

O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God. I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.

Even the great men, the so-called spiritual men, were sinners just like the rest. We have a tendency to hold certain people in high esteem, as if they’re nearly perfect. That’s a mistake we’re reminded of again here, for we all need a Savior.

Jeremiah 5:6–8
 

Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife.

“I blessed these people and cared for them, yet, rather than responding to My love, they followed after other gods just as foolishly as animals follow their own instincts,” God says.

Jeremiah 5:9–11
 

Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the LORD’s. For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the LORD.

Here, the Lord gives permission to the Babylonians to attack, but not to destroy, Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 5:12, 13
 

They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine: And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them.

As there was among the prophets in Jeremiah’s day, there is a tendency in our own culture to mistake the patience of God for apathy. “All these warnings are just a bunch of hot air,” the prophets mistakenly surmised. “Surely these judgments won’t come down upon us.”

“Be not deceived,” Paul warns. “God is not mocked” (Galatians 6:7). The Jews would find this out—and so will we if we violate the Word and its principles.

Jeremiah 5:14
 

Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them.

Far from being hot air, God’s Word would be a fire.

Jeremiah 5:15–18
 

Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say. Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword. Nevertheless in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make a full end with you.

In verses 9 through 11, God gave Babylon permission to come against Judah. Here, He tells His people of the course His judgment would take.

Jeremiah 5:19
 

And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not yours.

Although He had given them His Word and had sent them His prophets, knowing His people would claim to be mystified by His action, God gives a crystal-clear explanation. That is, “Because you have served foreign gods in your own land, you will now serve them in a foreign land.” The irony is that, although they served foreign gods in their own land, they would eventually return to their own God in a foreign land—but the lesson would be a painful one.

If you’re pursuing the gods of materialism, lust, pleasure, intellectualism, or any other god, take heed. Whom the Lord loves, He chastens. Therefore, like the people of Judah, you will have no reason to be surprised if He allows you to in some way be removed from the blessings of your own land and plunged into an unfamiliar, brutal, foreign land in order to ultimately draw you back to Him.

Jeremiah 5:20–22
 

Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not: Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?

As He did with Job, God appeals to His creation to attest to His awesome power (Job 38–40).

Jeremiah 5:23–25
 

But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.

Our Father wants to bless us in so many ways, but our sin prevents Him. “If He’s such a good God, why doesn’t He bless us anyway?” some ask. If He did, we would continue in our sin and destroy ourselves in the process. So He withholds the rain, the spiritual refreshment, the provisions, the blessings to show us there is something terribly amiss in our lives.

Jeremiah 5:26–29
 

For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

Idolatry was far from a “victimless crime,” for in turning their back on God, His people also turned their back on justice and equity, on compassion and sympathy for those in need.

Jeremiah 5:30, 31
 

A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?

Prophets, priests, and people were all in alignment. The prophets told the people what they wanted to hear and the priests turned a blind eye to their sin. With the prophets, priests, and people, however, there was a problem: God was left out of the equation.

Chapter 6
 

In chapter 6, the indictment continues…

Jeremiah 6:1
 

O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Beth-haccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction.

Benjamin is addressed because Jerusalem was situated in the land of the tribe of Benjamin. Tekoa and Beth-haccerem were cities south of Jerusalem, where a fire signal would warn the inhabitants of Judah of an invasion.

Jeremiah 6:2, 3
 

I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman. The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed every one in his place.

So intent on pleasure and prosperity had Judah become that she would have no strength to resist attack.

Jeremiah 6:4–6
 

Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out. Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces. For thus hath the LORD of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her.

Unlike Judah who was likened to a delicate woman, the Babylonians were prepared for war and would employ the latest military technology of the day.

Jeremiah 6:7–10
 

As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me continually is grief and wounds. Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall throughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back thine hand as a grapegatherer into the baskets. To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.

In Jeremiah 4:4, the Lord said the hearts of His people were uncircumcised. Here, He says their ear is uncircumcised, as well.

Before the people of Israel entered the Land of Promise after being released from Egypt and wandering in the wilderness for forty years, an entire generation grew up that had not been circumcised. The Lord told Joshua to stop at Gilgal before they went into the land and circumcise the people again, for before they could experience the blessings of the Promised Land, they had to deal with their flesh (Joshua 5).

Maybe you and I are not experiencing the land of blessing or the fruitfulness God has for us because we have failed to stop at Gilgal and allow the Lord to deal with our flesh—those parts of our lives that prevent a real relationship with Him. If the Word of God no longer interests us because flesh has begun to cover our heart, how we need to be circumcised again.

Jeremiah 6:11–13
 

Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD; I am weary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days. And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD. For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.

In Deuteronomy 6:10, 11, the Lord had promised His people they would live in cities they did not build and eat from vines they did not plant. They took those blessings for granted and, worse, counted the Giver of them as nothing. As a result, their own houses, vineyards, and even their wives would be given to the Babylonians.

Jeremiah 6:14
 

They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

A wound cannot be healed by pretending it’s not there. The prophets and priests were, in effect, saying, “You can ignore the Lord and do whatever you want without repercussion.” Obviously, they would be proven wrong.

Jeremiah 6:15–17
 

Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.

Sometimes we need not so much to move ahead as to get back. In Genesis 26:18, as Isaac looked for water for his flocks, we read that he went to the wells his father, Abraham, had dug many years previously. Although the Philistines had filled them with dirt, after he cleaned them out, the water flowed once again. We must do the same thing. We must go back to the simplicity of the Word of God which is a well of water for us. It’s all so very simple. We must beware of overcomplicating it.

Jeremiah 6:18–20
 

Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. To what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.

All of the offerings and sacrifices of God’s people were meaningless because there was neither repentance in their hearts nor obedience in their will.

Jeremiah 6:21
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will lay stumblingblocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend shall perish.

Neither the wisdom of age nor the strength of youth would be able to withstand the enemy.

Jeremiah 6:22, 23
 

Thus saith the LORD, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the earth. They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion.

Nimrod, the founder of Babylon, is described in Genesis 10:9 as a mighty hunter. The generations that followed would be mighty hunters as well, wielding bow and spear with deadly skill.

Jeremiah 6:24–26
 

We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail. Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us.

In verse 2, God likened the people of Judah to a delicate woman. Here, they would act as such.

Jeremiah 6:27, 28 (a)
 

I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way. They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders…

God calls upon Jeremiah to confirm the righteousness of His judgment.

Jeremiah 6:28 (b)–30
 

…they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters. The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away. Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.

The imagery here is of the refining of precious metals wherein heat is used to burn away impurities. God had tried His people in the furnace of affliction only to find them to be so full of impurity that there was no silver to be found (Isaiah 1:22).

Chapter 7
 

At this time, one of the greatest kings of the history of Judah was reigning over the people. His name was Josiah. He began to rule when he was eight. At sixteen years of age, he sought God with all of his heart. At twenty, he went throughout the land and tore down all the idols the people had erected. At twenty-five, he ordered the remodeling of the temple during which time the law was discovered which had been lost previously for many years. Josiah called the people back to the ordinances.

In 2 Chronicles 35, we read of the Passover celebration at the completion of the refurbishing work on the temple. Thirty thousand lambs and three thousand bulls were offered as sacrifice. The people were celebrating, feasting, and rejoicing. Yet at this grand reopening of the temple and renewed ordinance of Passover—as people were enthusiastic and excited—when Jeremiah entered, the mood was radically altered.

Jeremiah 7:1–3
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.

Here, God shares His heart through Jeremiah, saying, “You’re celebrating and sacrificing. But, in reality, your hearts are far from Me.” You see, at this time, the temple was “the place to be.” Religion was popular, but it wasn’t real. It seemed like there was revival, but there was no genuine response in the hearts of the people. They were going through the outward motions, but there was no inward emotion. They were going through the actions, but there was no passion. There was ritual but not righteousness, religion but no relationship.

These prophecies were given at a time when, outwardly, things seemed to be great in Jerusalem. The attendance was way up in temple service and ministry. The people were talking about religion and about Josiah with great respond. No wonder the people thought Jeremiah was crazy with his talk of uncircumcised hearts and fallow ground, of judgment and coming destruction. No wonder they didn’t listen to him. He seemed to be out of touch with what was taking place.

Jeremiah 7:4–7
 

Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these. For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour; If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.

As the people took pride in the glory and splendor of the temple, they felt they were righteous. But Jeremiah said, “Don’t trust those lies. If you really believe in God, it will affect your behavior in practical, daily living.” James tells us that even demons acknowledge God (2:19). True belief, however, is in the heart and affects one’s behavior.

Jeremiah 7:8–10
 

Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations?

Jeremiah’s indictment continues as he names specific sins. “These words of Jeremiah are not applicable to my situation,” you might say. “I don’t steal.”

Really? Malachi said any time we have failed to give God what is His through tithes and offerings, we rob Him (3:8).

“Well, I don’t murder,” you say.

Really? Jesus said if you’re even angry with your brother, you are guilty of murder (Matthew 5:22).

“I don’t swear falsely,” you say.

Really? James said, “We are to let our yea be yea and our nay, nay. Yes or no. Period” (Matthew 5:37).

“I would never commit adultery,” you say. But Jesus said if you’ve looked at a woman with lust in your heart, you’ve already done so (Matthew 5:28).

“But at least I don’t burn incense to Baal,” you say.

Really? Baal was the god of the intellect. Do you find time to read things that will expand your intellect, but have no time for the Word of God?

Jeremiah 8:11
 

Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.

Through Jeremiah, God refers to the temple as a den of robbers. Centuries later, Jesus would come on the scene and say the same thing…

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. Matthew 21:12, 13


Religious leaders were using the people of God and the things of God for their own gain. But before we indict them too severely, we must ask ourselves if we do the same thing? Do we use the things of God to find a girlfriend or a boyfriend? Do we use the things of God to make business connections or even to establish a name in ministry? Do we subconsciously ask ourselves how we can use the Lord rather than how we can honor Him?

And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. Matthew 21:14


Jesus kicked out those who were using Him, but reached out to those who were choosing Him, those who knew they didn’t see the way they could or walk the way they should. When we realize how blind and lame we are, Jesus will reach out to us, as well. In Philippians 1:6 we read that it is God who works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. In other words, He changes our desires and then gives us the ability to carry out the desire He’s placed within us. That’s the beauty of the living Lord. He’s not saying, “Get it together.” He’s saying, “Let Me have your life.”

“I am crucified with Christ,” Paul declared. “Nevertheless, I live. Yet not I, but it’s Christ who lives in me,” (see Galatians 2:20). It’s not a matter of trying to be like Jesus. It’s not keeping outward rituals or spiritual customs as the people were doing in Jeremiah’s day. Growth in the Christian life comes from saying, “I’m a sinner, Lord, and the only way I can be changed is by You forgiving Me through Your blood and living in me through Your Spirit. So I come to You with brokenness and honesty, asking You to live Your life through me.”

Jeremiah 7:12–15
 

But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.

Shiloh was the place where the tabernacle was first erected (Joshua 18:1). Ephraim, the largest of the tribes, speaks of the entire northern kingdom of Israel. “Go to Shiloh,” the Lord says. “See where My glory was once perceived but where now there is only destruction. The people ignored Me and trusted in their structures, in their religiosity—and now it’s empty. That’s who Jerusalem will be if you don’t realize your need to draw close to Me.”

Jeremiah 7:16
 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.

Preaching hastens judgment. Prayer prevents judgment. While Jeremiah was to preach, he was not to pray. We might think this sounds harsh, but God knew it was exactly what was needed. These people needed radical surgery in order that their entire nation and heritage might not be obliterated as was the northern kingdom of Israel.

Jeremiah 7:17–19
 

Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?

The “queen of heaven” refers to the mother-child cult that originated in Babylon.

Jeremiah 7:20–24
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward.

The Ten Commandments were given before the Levitical law. That is, the requirements of God were to love Him and to love each other, nowhere exemplified more completely than in the life of Christ. But the Ten Commandments speak nothing of sacrifice. In fact, the Book of Leviticus opens not with a requirement of sacrifice but a regulation of it (1:2). Sacrifice was never meant to be the end result. Rather, it was to be the means by which the picture of the sacrifice Jesus would make could be portrayed. It is in response to the atonement for sin He would provide that sacrifices were to be offered. They were to come from the heart. That is why Cain’s sacrifice was unacceptable—and why the people in Jeremiah’s day were headed for destruction.

Jeremiah 7:25–27
 

Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them: Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than their fathers. Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee.

Just as the Lord said, for forty-two years, Jeremiah would preach God’s heart, but no one would respond. Only the Holy Spirit can convict a person and lead him to salvation. Our responsibility is simply to be faithful. In the world, numbers are an indication of success. But that is not the case in the things of God. We simply must be faithful and leave the results up to He who calls us.

Jeremiah 7:28–31
 

But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth. Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it. And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart.

Outside of Jerusalem, the people burned their sons and daughters as they offered them to Moloch. Throughout history, it has been religion that has been so dangerous—religion not based upon Scripture, not based upon the heart or command of God, but simply on the ideas of man.

Chapter 8
 

Jeremiah 8:1, 2
 

At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth.

The Babylonians would dig up the graves in the lands they invaded partly to plunder them and partly as an act of contempt.

Jeremiah 8:3–5
 

And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts. Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return? Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.

If a man falls, he’ll get back up. If he makes a wrong turn, he’ll go back and correct it. But, instead of returning to the Lord, the people of Judah were backsliding perpetually.

Jeremiah 8:6, 7
 

I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.

Even birds instinctively know how to migrate, how to return. Romans 1:18 tells us that man instinctively knows there is a God. He can see God in creation. He knows God is real in his conscience within. Yet he suppresses the truth because he doesn’t want to turn to God.

Jeremiah 8:8–11
 

How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain. The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them? Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

Given to them by God Himself, the Jews possessed the most perfect law on earth. Yet it did them no good because possessing it counted for nothing if they had no heart or intent to obey it.

How very easily we can make this same mistake. We can possess multiple copies of the Word and even read and study it—but if we don’t obey it, if we don’t purpose in our heart to, by the power of the Holy Spirit, put into practice that which we read, we are no better off than the Jews in Jeremiah’s day. Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only,” James would write (1:22). And his command is more imperative today than ever.

Jeremiah 8:12, 13
 

Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them.

This is the same language Habakkuk will use in writing about the coming Babylonian invasion (3:16, 17). All that God had done for His people would be lost because of their continual backsliding and turning away from Him.

Jeremiah 8:14–16
 

Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD. We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble! The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and those that dwell therein.

The snorting of horses refers to the Babylonian cavalry coming from the north down to the southernmost tribe.

Jeremiah 8:17–20
 

For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the LORD. When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me. Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities? The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.

As the armies were advancing, as the horses were heard in the land, the people suddenly realized that they had missed the boat by rejecting the message.

In Genesis 6:3, God said that His spirit would not always strive with man. The fact that God would lower Himself to strive with man at all is amazing. But He won’t do it indefinitely. If a person continues to say “No” to the Lord, eventually, He will no longer strive with him. The summer will be past. The harvest will be gone.

Jeremiah 8:21, 22
 

For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

Seeing the tragic repercussions of rebellion, it is a brokenhearted Jeremiah who asks, “Is there no physician? Is there no medicine?”

Chapter 9
 

Jeremiah 9:1
 

Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!

Jeremiah didn’t deliver his prophecies condemningly, with fingers pointing. He delivered them from a broken heart and with tear-filled eyes. That’s why God chose him.

Some people come into our lives and say, “Woe is you,” as they condemn and point their fingers. Not Jeremiah. He shared the message of God accurately, but not without weeping compassionately. I believe we have no right to judge any other person or situation if we’re not brokenhearted about it. If I don’t feel compassion and tenderness, brokenness and love, I need to keep my mouth shut. I don’t have any right to point out the dirt on another’s feet unless I’m willing to do what Jesus did—to get down and start washing. If I’m not willing to get involved in restoring, loving, weeping, and caring, I’m missing the mark entirely.

Jeremiah 9:2
 

Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.

Jeremiah wanted to isolate himself from his people so that his heart would be broken for them.

Jeremiah 9:3–6
 

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD.

Here, we see the Lord’s assessment of the situation.

Jeremiah 9:7–9
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people? Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

When the Lord speaks of visiting His people, He isn’t talking about a social call. The Lord said, “If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes” (Psalm 89:32).

Jeremiah 9:10–14
 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through? And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them:

Again and again, God makes it clear that the reason the land would be destroyed, the reason the people would be taken captive was because they forsook Him to follow false gods.

Jeremiah 9:15, 16
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them.

God’s people would indeed be scattered among the heathen. It would be only a matter of years before the Babylonians would destroy Judah and carry the Jews captive to a land they had not known.

Jeremiah 9:17–22
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come: And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out. Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets. Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.

Here, the “professional” mourners are called for to lament Judah’s miserable state. Contrast this with the scene in Matthew 9, where the mourners are not called for but instead removed. The difference between the two scenarios is that here in Jeremiah’s day, there was not only reason but a need to mourn and repent. In the Matthew account, on the other hand, there was no need to mourn, for Jesus Himself was in their midst (Matthew 9:15).

Jeremiah 9:23, 24
 

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

Wisdom, riches, and strength will give you an advantage—but only for a time. Neurologically, our brains hit their peak at about twenty years of age. Physiologically, a man is at his apex of physical strength between twenty-seven and twenty-nine. Financially, only a fool thinks his finances are immune to abrupt changes in the economy or the geopolitical situation. But eternally, if you know God, you’ll always be at the top of your game. Those who know the Lord will be rewarded and ready to live in the new dimension He has waiting for us.

Jeremiah 9:25, 26
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised; Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.

The Jews prided themselves in their external religiosity. But the Lord declared that He would judge circumcised and heathen alike.

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. Romans 2:28, 29


It’s internal reality rather than external religiosity that matters. When you wake up in the morning and enjoy turning over your day to Him, when you sit down to a meal and enjoy expressing thanks to Him, when you turn over your difficulties, problems, and burdens into His hands, where you study His Word as though it was a love letter to you—that’s what it means to have a circumcised heart.

Chapter 10
 

Jeremiah 10:1, 2
 

Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.

It was the Babylonians who developed astrology and horoscopes.

Jeremiah 10:3–6 (a)
 

For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD…

After speaking of the folly of idolatry in verses 1 through 5, Jeremiah extols the majesty and might of the true and living God…

Jeremiah 10:6 (b)–11
 

…thou art great, and thy name is great in might. Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men. But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens.

According to commentator Matthew Henry, a common saying even among the Greeks was, “He who sets himself up as another god ought first to make another world.” Truly there is no God like our God (1 Kings 8:23).

Jeremiah 10:12
 

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion.

In the early 1960s, it was determined by studying quasars that the universe is still being stretched out, that it is still expanding. In other words, God didn’t set the universe in motion and then leave it. He is still actively and omnipotently engaged.

Jeremiah 10:13–23
 

When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name. Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress. For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they may find it so. Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it. My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons. O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.

“In light of Your vastness, Lord, I know that it is not in me to direct my own steps,” Jeremiah says. We walk, but we walk recklessly apart from the Lord guiding our steps, apart from His Word guiding our lives. That is why we need the lamp of the Word to guide our feet, the light of the Word to illuminate our path (Psalm 119:105). Aren’t you thankful for the Word? It puts everything in perspective.

Jeremiah 10:24, 25
 

O LORD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.

After asking the Lord to correct him, Jeremiah asks that judgment be poured out on the heathen. How often my prayers follow this pattern—directing the Lord as to what should be done instead of pouring out my heart to Him and then simply trusting Him to do above and beyond all I could ask or think (Ephesians 3:20).

Chapter 11
 

At this time, there was a power play going on in the Middle East. The Assyrian empire—the one that had taken the ten northern tribes of Israel into captivity, was beginning to fade. The Babylonians—the ones who would take Judah—was beginning to rise. Pharaoh-necho in Egypt decided to destroy the Babylonians before they became too strong. In 2 Chronicles 35, the Lord specifically told Josiah that when Pharaoh-necho marched through his land to fight the Babylonians, he was not to get involved. But Josiah thought otherwise. He fought against Pharaoh-necho and died in battle.

That happens to us, as well. How often we get involved in arguments and discussions that have nothing to do with us. How ready we are to express our opinions or stand up for our rights only to lose a part of ourselves as a result. Josiah, a good king, died because he got involved in a battle he had no reason or right to fight.

Jeremiah 11:1–8
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant, Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God: That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day. Then answered I, and said, So be it, O LORD. Then the LORD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them. For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice. Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart: therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do; but they did them not.

Some commentators believe this word came at the beginning of Zedekiah’s reign. Others believe it was given at the time of Jehoiakim’s reign. Either way, the call was what it had always been since the day the Lord redeemed His people from bondage in Egypt: “Obey My voice. Obey My Word.” The message couldn’t have been more direct or more clear.

Jeremiah 11:9–13
 

And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they went after other gods to serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with their fathers. Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them. Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble. For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal.

Although it would be at two different times by two different kingdoms, Judah and Israel would both be carried away captive for their refusal to keep the covenant with God that was intended to set them free.

Jeremiah 11:14
 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble.

“I have continually called My people to obey Me, but they’re not listening—so don’t pray for them,” God said to Jeremiah. We saw God say the same thing in Jeremiah 7:16. God knew the time had come for radical surgery if the spiritual life of His people was to be saved.

Jeremiah 11:15
 

What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest.

“Holy flesh” refers to the sacrifices that, because they were not accompanied by a heart of repentance, no longer delighted the Lord.

Jeremiah 11:16, 17
 

The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken. For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal.

Throughout Scripture, the olive tree symbolizes the nation of Israel. Here, the olive tree, as will Judah, is seen going through a time of fiery trial. As believers, we, too, are part of the olive tree of Israel. That is, according to Romans 11, by God’s grace and mercy, wild olive trees that we are, we have been grafted on to the olive tree of God’s people—and thereby partake of the nourishment of the root, the Source, the true and living God.

Jeremiah 11:18–20
 

And the LORD hath given me knowledge of it, and I know it: then thou shewedst me their doings. But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and I knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be no more remembered. But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause.

Not content to simply ignore the prophecy, the people of Jeremiah’s own hometown desired to do away with the prophet, as well. In light of this, Jeremiah asks the Lord to judge them accordingly.

Jeremiah 11:21–23
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the name of the LORD, that thou die not by our hand: Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will punish them: the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die by famine: And there shall be no remnant of them: for I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation.

In the “year of their visitation,” in His perfect time, the Lord would indeed punish those who sought Jeremiah’s life. He would do it through the Babylonian invasion—but it would be years down the line.

“Lord, do something—and do it now!” we so often pray. But the Lord has more patience and mercy than we could ever show. He gives people so much space to repent and change their ways. And I’m grateful for His patience and mercy—because no one needs them more than I!

Chapter 12
 

Jeremiah 12:1, 2
 

Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously? Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins.

Continuing the conversation of chapter 11, Jeremiah says to the Lord, “I know Your judgments are right, but can I ask You a question about what You’ve decided to do? Why are You allowing the people who want to kill me and who have ignored You to be happy?”

Jeremiah 12:3
 

But thou, O LORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter.





Jeremiah can’t help but wonder why evil people prosper yet he suffers.

Jeremiah 12:4–6
 

How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end. If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee.

The Lord answers Jeremiah, saying, “I’m toughening you up. If you’re complaining now about men who want to do you in, what will you do when the big battles come, when the real difficulties arise?”

Whether we like to admit it or not, there are difficult days, trials, and challenges ahead for each of us. If we’re getting weary now or giving up now, what will we do when the heavy challenges come down? It’s not that the Lord sends challenges. He simply sees they will come our way and trains us for them.

For topical study of Jeremiah 12:5, see “Toughening Up!.” 

Jeremiah 12:7–9
 

I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies. Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have I hated it. Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour.

Whereas God had once likened His people to sheep, dependent upon Him as a Shepherd, here He compares them to a roaring lion and a bird of prey, so independent and self-sufficient had they become.

Jeremiah 12:10
 

Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.

The Promised Land that once flowed with milk and honey would become a desolate wilderness.

Jeremiah 12:11
 

They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart.

In Genesis 4:10 we read that Abel’s blood cried from the ground. Here, we see the land itself mourning. No wonder Paul would write of creation groaning (Romans 8:22)—for the earth itself has had to bear the overflow of God’s chastening hand upon His people.

Jeremiah 12:12
 

The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the LORD shall devour from the one end of the land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have peace.

Even though it was wielded by the hand of the Babylonians, the sword that wreaked havoc upon Judah was nonetheless the sword of the Lord as Babylon was simply a tool in His hand.

Jeremiah 12:13, 14
 

They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the LORD. Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them.

Although God’s people would undergo severe chastening, they would not be forgotten or forsaken. God would honor His covenant relationship with them even though they had abandoned theirs with Him.

Jeremiah 12:15, 16
 

And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land. And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people.

Here, we see the invitation of salvation extended to the Gentiles if they would trust the almighty God of Israel rather than the worthless idols of their own making.

Jeremiah 12:17
 

But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.

The proof that God kept this promise is seen in the fact that not one of us knows a single Ammonite or Moabite.

 
 

TOUGHENING UP!

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 12:5


We read about famine and disease in Africa, about the expanding desert and war in the Middle East. We read of scandal in the church, crime on the streets, and corruption in the marketplace. As a result, sometimes we get weary. That’s what happened to Jeremiah. He was just plain tired.

In chapter 1, we read that God told him he was called and ordained even from his mother’s womb to be a prophet. He was to speak with integrity and honesty, to root out, to pull down, to break up, as well as to plant, and to build. But, in addition to that, he was told that people wouldn’t listen or respond to his ministry. And indeed they didn’t. In fact, some in his hometown were out to kill him.

Hearing of their plot, Jeremiah asked the Lord why the wicked were prospering, how long the land would be mourning, and what in the world He was doing. The Lord, in turn, answered Jeremiah with a question of His own…

If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?
Jeremiah 12:5


In this question, the Lord revealed Jeremiah’s future course, recognized his past accomplishments, and raised his present consciousness. In so doing, the Lord provided tremendous help for you and me when we feel weary or frustrated with our own lives.

God Revealed Jeremiah’s Future Course


“If running with the footmen makes you tired, what will you do when the horsemen come on the scene? If you’re weary now in a land of relative peace, what will you do when you are carried beyond the Jordan?” God asks His faithful prophet.

“In this world you will have tribulation,” Jesus warned (John 16:33). Therefore, if you think you have it tough now, just wait because what’s coming your way will be infinitely more challenging than what you’re facing today. God knows this to be so.

God doesn’t promise to keep us from problems. This is where, as believers, we can so easily get confused. “I gave my life to You, Lord. So why am I experiencing bankruptcy or divorce or cancer?” we ask. Nowhere in Scripture does our Father even hint that He will keep us from problems. What He promises is to be with us in them. And what a difference that makes. Believers and unbelievers alike deal with pain and discouragement, loneliness and failure. The difference is, the believer never deals with these things alone.

Why does God allow us to go through problems? Can’t He stop them? He can, but He doesn’t because it is in problems that His reality is most clearly seen. When the world sees you navigate problems and make it through, it is then that they see Jesus Christ living in you. Prosperity only fosters jealousy. It’s in problems that others see His reality. Therefore the Lord will allow you to go through setbacks just like the unbeliever so that people can see what it means to have Jesus in one’s life.

Problems prepare us for eternity. This doesn’t mean there will be problems in heaven. But there will be challenges beyond our present understanding as we rule and reign with Christ throughout eternity. Therefore, the Lord prepares us now for the ages to come—and problems are one of the tools He uses.

God Recognized Jeremiah’s Past Accomplishments


Not only does God ask Jeremiah how he’ll handle running against the horses—but He also acknowledges that Jeremiah had run with the footmen. And because he hadn’t given up, pulled out, or kicked back, he would be entrusted with even greater challenges.

I think it is important to realize that, if we are faithful in the challenges before us presently, God will give us even greater challenges eventually. “That doesn’t sound like much of an incentive,” you say. But if you accept the challenges of this life and contend with the horses as well as the footmen, you’ll be rewarded eternally.

God Raised Jeremiah’s Present Consciousness


God didn’t send the horses until Jeremiah had already run with the footmen.

“I don’t know how I would ever deal with a debilitating disease,” people say. But before you were to contract a disease, God would have sent footmen your way to prepare you for what He knew would be coming down the road. He will never thrust horses on you with nothing but a “Good luck.” Rather, He will train you carefully in order to prepare you for what He sees ahead.

God knows the level of our maturity and He will never give us more than we can handle (1 Corinthians 10:13). That is why the footmen come before the horses show up. He’s a faithful God, a wonderful Father who doesn’t insulate us from problems, but trains us for the problems He knows will come our way.

Secondly, Jeremiah’s past victory is a future prophecy. That is, because Jeremiah made it through his present difficulty, he could rest assured that he would make it through even greater challenges because God was with him. God is so faithful. Take a moment and think about what God has seen you through—times you felt you couldn’t go on, times you thought life had all but ended. Yet God proved Himself faithful, for here you are.

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
Isaiah 41:10


For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38, 39


Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Philippians 1:6


When we’re weary, there’s only one thing to do: follow the example of Jeremiah. Go to the Lord. Pour out your heart and let Him remind you how He’s seen you through in the past and how He’ll see you through in days to come.




 

Chapter 13
 

After answering Jeremiah’s questions with one of His own, the Lord gives Jeremiah an assignment…

Jeremiah 13:1
 

Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water.

“Go buy some underwear,” the Lord said to Jeremiah. “Wear it, but don’t wash it.” Oh, the extremes to which the Lord would go to get the attention of people who wouldn’t listen to His messenger.

Jeremiah 13:2–7
 

So I got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put it on my loins. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to hide there. Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing.

Jeremiah was told to take off his underwear and bury it under a rock. He left it there for many days—at least months, if not years—before he was told to put it on again and to tell the people that even as the girdle was rotten and good for nothing, so were they rendered useless who had ignored the Lord to follow other gods, other interests, other priorities.

Jeremiah 13:8–11
 

Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Thus saith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing. For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear.

In this “illustrated sermon,” the Lord is saying, “Even as underwear clings to a man, I want to be close to My people. But instead, they rebelled against Me.” And that is the tragedy of our own society. God made us for one purpose: He made us for His pleasure. Therefore, if you’re living for yourself, your career, your money, or your own happiness, you’ll be miserable and useless. But if you live to walk with and worship the Lord, you are fulfilling the reason for your existence.

Jeremiah 13:12–17
 

Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with wine? Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness. And I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them. Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken. Give glory to the LORD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD’s flock is carried away captive.

After pleading with the people to give glory to God and warning them of coming judgment, Jeremiah said if they wouldn’t listen, he would weep for them. Oh, that God would make us more like Jeremiah. When people don’t listen to us, rather than being angry with them or frustrated by them, may we be those who weep for them, pray for them, and care about them. How I pray that the Lord would soften my heart.

Jeremiah 13:18–22
 

Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come down, even the crown of your glory. The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive. Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock? What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief over thee: shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail? And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things upon me? For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made bare.

Because of their refusal to turn to the Lord, Judah would soon be powerless, as signified by the uncovering of skirts and the baring of heels. I think of Another who suffered the same fate—not because of disobedience to the Lord, but rather because of obedience; not because of chance, but by choice; not because of sin, but because of love. Jesus not only gave up His garments and bared His heel on the Cross of Calvary, but His heel was pierced by a spike. And as His heel was bruised, not only was the earliest prophecy in all of Scripture fulfilled, but the promise was underscored that the head of Satan would be bruised as well, that one day he would be defeated completely.

Jeremiah 13:23–27
 

Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness. This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the LORD; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood. Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear. I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once be?

“Woe unto Jerusalem,” God declares.

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” Jesus would echo, “how often I would have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chicks under her wings, but you would not” (see Matthew 23:37).

God’s people had been lovingly wooed and repeatedly warned, but, because they ignored both, they were headed for woeful disaster.

Chapter 14
 

Jeremiah 14:1–4
 

The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth. Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up. And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads. Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads.

A terrible drought had struck the land. “My people have committed two evils,” God had said. “They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters and, instead, carved out cisterns that hold no water” (see Jeremiah 2:13). Because they forsook the water of life, they would have no water for life.

Again, the Lord’s purpose in this was to get His people’s attention—that it would cause them to seek His face, confess their sin, and look to Him.

Jeremiah 14:5–7 (a)
 

Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass. And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no grass. O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake…

In this day of drought, Jeremiah asks the Lord to help His people not because of who they were but because of who He is, for His name’s sake. In Exodus 34, the Lord proclaimed His name as merciful, gracious, and longsuffering (34:5, 6). Therefore, it was in light of these qualities that Jeremiah could make his request.

Jeremiah 14:7 (b)–9
 

…for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee. O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night? Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not.

Notice how Jeremiah prays. “Our backslidings are many,” he says. A true man or woman of God doesn’t point the finger and say, “You have sinned.” Rather, he or she says, “We have sinned.” Such a man was Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 14:10–12
 

Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence.

After Jeremiah asked the Lord to help His people because they are called by His name, the Lord didn’t say, “I’ll send rain. I’ll provide food. I’ll protect them from the Babylonians.” He said, “Jeremiah, don’t pray for them.”

God’s judgment is not a sign of His giving up. It’s a sign of His love. In forbidding Jeremiah to pray for the people of Judah, God was, in essence, saying, “If I send rain, the people will continue in their idolatry. If I don’t send the Babylonians, My people will keep making images and offering sacrifices to them. And they’ll be eternally lost as a result.”

Not too many years after this prophecy was given, the people of Judah began to be carried into captivity. It was a brutal time. The psalmist tells us that their babies were beaten against the rocks. Their heads were crushed. The people wept by the river, longing for Jerusalem. But when they came back, they were completely healed. Never again in their entire history would they fall into idolatry. Even today, the Jews abhor idols. They were healed completely—but it took severe judgment to do it.

Jeremiah 14:13–16
 

Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place. Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.

In Scripture, God’s judgment is sometimes pictured as His wrath being poured out of a bowl, a vial, or a cup (Mark 10:38; Revelation 14:10; 16). But I suggest it’s not God who is overturning the bowl. Rather, it’s me filling the bowl with so much sin and rebellion that it overflows upon me.

If you keep pouring hot water into a cup, it will eventually overflow and burn you. That’s what sin does. We bring the judgment of God upon ourselves and He allows it to come down because it’s the only way we’ll be healed. It’s the only way we’ll turn from that which would destroy us.

There was One, however, who willingly drank of the cup of the wrath of God’s judgment. Jesus was not the reason for a single drop of the judgment in the cup, yet He drained it dry through His death on the Cross (Mark 14:36).

Jeremiah 14:17–22
 

Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land that they know not. Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble! We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned against thee. Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not thy covenant with us. Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.

Jeremiah continues to identify with the people as he acknowledges the sin of the nation. Then he waits on God—for God alone held their political, physical, and spiritual fate in His hands.

Chapter 15
 

Jeremiah 15:1
 

Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth.

Even as Jeremiah interceded for the people of Judah, Moses prayed in earlier days for God’s people. In Exodus 32, we read that, as Moses returned from Mount Sinai, the people were involved in all kinds of immorality and idolatry. “I’m going to wipe them out,” the Lord said. “I’ll make of you a new nation, Moses.”

“Lord, You can’t do that,” Moses protested. “You’ve made promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that their seed would go on forever. Besides, if You wipe out these people now, the Egyptians will hear of it and think You’re powerless, that You couldn’t bring Your people to the Land of Promise.”

And God said, “Moses, because you have prayed, I won’t judge these people.” His wrath was turned away.

In this scenario, was Moses actually more loving than God? Was Moses the voice of reason and patience opposing a frenzied, irrational God bent on destruction? Of course not. All along, God was looking for an excuse not to judge the people of Israel. Moses simply gave Him that excuse. But who put that spirit in Moses in the first place? God. It was God all along. The same was true of Samuel. When the people rejected the Lord, Samuel still prayed for them, saying, “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (see 1 Samuel 12:23).

Here, the Lord brings up the names of these two powerful intercessors perhaps as an encouragement to Jeremiah as he interceded for the people of his day.

Jeremiah 15:2–4
 

And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity. And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy. And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem.

More than any other king of Judah, Manasseh led the people into idolatry. The Lord would tear His people down in order that He might build them up. They would be walked on in order that they might walk in His way. It was in the fiery furnace of Babylonian captivity that they were finally freed from the hold of idolatry.

It’s important for us to understand that sometimes the Lord has to take us through hard times. We think it’s oh, so cruel, but in reality, it’s loving because He’s freeing us from certain tendencies, habits, and problems to which we’re in bondage. The Lord deals with us, chastens us, and breaks us that He might ultimately free us, bless us, and build us.

Jeremiah 15:5–7
 

For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting. And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave them of children, I will destroy my people, since they return not from their ways.

John the Baptist said Jesus was One “whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the garner; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:12). The Latin word for “fan” is tribulum, an instrument that was used to separate chaff from wheat. Tribulum shares the same root as “tribulation”—the ultimate fan in the hand of the Lord that will at last separate His people—not to punish them, but to purify them.

Jeremiah 15:8–10
 

Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have brought upon them against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city. She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while it was yet day: she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD. Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me.

Because of his prophecies of destruction, Jeremiah was treated like an outcast. People avoided him as they would a bill collector.

Jeremiah 15:11–16
 

The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction. Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel? Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders. And I will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall burn upon you. O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering: know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.

In contrast to the rejection he felt from the people around him, Jeremiah speaks of the joy that God’s Word produced within him. For years, the Law was lost. There was no copy of God’s Word in all of Judah. When a copy was discovered—perhaps even by his own father (2 Kings 22:8)—Jeremiah had an insatiable appetite to take it in.

Job felt the same way. Even though he, too, went through some incredibly heavy times, he prioritized the Word even above physical food (Job 23:12). “Man shall not live by bread alone,” Jesus said, “but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

If it comes down to a choice, do we have morning devotions with the Lord or do we have breakfast instead? Somehow, we always find time to eat—but my prayer is that we would be like Jeremiah and Job and reach for the Word before we reach for the Wheaties.

Jeremiah 15:17–18
 

I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy hand: for thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?

With his friends forsaking him and the nation decaying all around him, Jeremiah wonders why the Lord doesn’t intervene. Does God zap him with a lightning bolt for this? Watch what He does…

Jeremiah 15:19–21
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them. And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LORD. And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible.

The Lord here is saying, “Jeremiah, you question Me. You complain to Me. But if you’ll come back to Me, I’ll make you like a brass wall. I’ll be your strength. I’ll see you through. Then you’ll be able to extract the precious from the vile—you’ll be able to find the good even in hard times.” Far from blasting Jeremiah for complaining, the Lord commended and comforted him.

God can handle our questions, gang. Therefore, be like Jeremiah. Pour out your heart to Him and listen for His perfect word for you. Your situation might not change—but you’ll see it through His eyes and will, like Jeremiah, be able to extract the precious, the good, from the vile.

Chapter 16
 

Jeremiah 16:1–4
 

The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying, Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place. For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their mothers that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in this land; They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.

Jeremiah was not to marry. The Lord gave him two reasons for this. First, his single state was to be a prophecy to Judah. That is, even as he was single, the people would feel deserted and alone when they lost all they had to Babylon.

This was not only a prophecy for Judah, but a protection for Jeremiah because the Lord knew the brutality of the days ahead. Maybe the Lord is keeping you single because He’s protecting you from what He sees would bring only sorrow to you. In Matthew 19:12, Jesus said that some remain single for the sake of the kingdom. Jesus Himself did this. Paul, too, was single. Many of the saints throughout history have been single. It’s a high and holy calling, a heavy price, but with great reward.

Jeremiah 16:5–9
 

For thus saith the LORD, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them: for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies. Both the great and the small shall die in this land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament for them, nor cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them: Neither shall men tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother. Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride.

Not only was Jeremiah not to marry, but neither was he to join in observations of mourning or celebrations of feasting as a sign that his message superseded the normal customs of the day.

Jeremiah 16:10–13
 

And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt shew this people all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God? Then shalt thou say unto them, Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LORD, and have walked after other gods, and have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law; And ye have done worse than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the imagination of his evil heart, that they may not hearken unto me: Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve other gods day and night; where I will not shew you favour.

Although their fathers had worshiped idols, as well, the people of Jeremiah’s day are additionally indicted for taking it one step further and walking after their own evil imaginations. As a result, they were headed for Babylon, where they would be cured of their idolatry by being so exposed to it that they would grow sick of it.

Jeremiah 16:14, 15
 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers.

After telling them they would be “cast into a land they knew not,” the Lord tells His people they would also be brought back to the land of their fathers. And when they were, they would not talk about how the Lord delivered His people from Egypt in days of old, but how He delivered them from Babylon in their own lifetimes.

Isn’t that always the way of the Lord? His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23). He is always ready to update your testimony.

Jeremiah 16:16–21
 

Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes. And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things. O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit. Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods? Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know that my name is The LORD.

The Gentiles, the observers, the skeptics, the unbelievers will come and say, “Our fathers taught us to worship idols that are not gods at all. But we see in you a quality of life, a reality in your relationship with God that makes us know that He is the Lord.” Yes, God’s people would go through the fire, but they would come out powerful, productive, useful to the purposes of God in revealing to people that He lives.

Why is the Lord allowing you to go through your present difficulty? Because when you come out the other side, not only will your own relationship with Him be deeper, but others will realize that they worship idols in comparison to what they see in you.

Chapter 17
 

“He that spareth the rod hateth his son,” Proverbs 13:24 declares. Our God is a Father. We are His children. And the Word declares that whom He loves, He chastens and He scourges every son (Hebrews 12:6). The Lord loves us. Consequently, when we get out of line, He will be faithful to discipline us.

At this point, His children were quite out of line. The people of Judah had persisted in worshiping idols and had involved themselves in perverted immorality. So the Lord sent Jeremiah to speak warning to His people that chastening, or judgment was coming. For forty-two years, this heartbroken prophet with a heartbreaking message faithfully proclaimed the Word of the Lord, telling God’s people to change their ways lest they bring judgment upon themselves.

Jeremiah 17:1
 

The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;

It is almost as though the tendency to sin was etched or engraved on the hearts of the people of Judah. They were committed to carnality, stuck in sin. And, in the following verses, the Lord says that, because of this, they would not enjoy the inheritance, the prosperity, the blessing He had planned for them.

Jeremiah 17:2–4
 

Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high hills. O my mountain in the field, I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, throughout all thy borders. And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever.

Evidently, the people didn’t heed the word of Jeremiah. They didn’t listen to his message of gloom and doom, thinking God wouldn’t really judge them. They thought they had the ability to hold back the Babylonians. They thought they could count on their alliance with the Egyptians.

Jeremiah 17:5, 6
 

Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

The person who is trusting in the flesh, trusting in man will be like a heath, or a stunted shrub in the desert. Perhaps you can remember times you felt dry and parched and stunted. Often, it is indicative of our trusting in ourselves or in another and not relying on the Lord the way we should. When you face times of trial, do you have a tendency to look within, to gather up inner strength? If you do, you’ll eventually realize you don’t have the ability to see you through the trials that lie ahead of you. But if you look to other people, you’ll be disappointed, as well, because they won’t be able to live up to your expectations. Look within and you’ll come up short. Look around and you’ll be disappointed. But look up—and you’ll be blessed…

Jeremiah 17:7, 8
 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

Hope is the absolute expectation of coming good. Someone once said if you plant a tree, you’re planting hope because it shows you expect to be around long enough to gather its fruit or to enjoy its shade. If you put your hope in the Lord, you’ll be like a tree, always bearing fruit. Jesus used this same metaphor when He said, “He that abides in me and I in him shall bring forth much fruit” (see John 15:5). Fruit doesn’t struggle to be fruitful. The branch just hangs in there and the fruit inevitably comes. The same is true of us. We don’t have to struggle to produce fruit. Instead, we are just to abide and hope in the Lord.

Jeremiah 17:9
 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

We have a tendency to think we don’t have to abide in the Lord, that we can do some pretty good things on our own, that we’re not that bad. The average person thinks he’s just a couple of steps away from perfection. But that’s due to the deception of the heart. When I used to play basketball with Peter-John, I was awesome. With my hook shots, rebounds, and lay-ups, I was unstoppable. When he turned twelve, however, things got a little more difficult!

We can always find people to compare ourselves to and feel okay about. But when you compare yourself to the true standard—not your friend, not your neighbor, but Christ Jesus who lived life the way it was meant to be lived—you realize you’re not as hot as you thought. The more you get to know the Lord, the more you realize how far you are from where you should be. When you’re first saved you think, “Once I get off cocaine, I’ll be perfect.” But as you walk with the Lord, you realize there are so many subtleties in your heart—motives, attitudes, perspectives that are amiss. The closer you get to Him and the more you realize you need His grace, the more you enjoy His forgiveness and marvel at His patience.

Jeremiah 17:10
 

I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

“I am the One who tries your heart,” the Lord says. “Don’t evaluate yourself. Look to Me.”

Jeremiah 17:11
 

As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.

After saying the heart is deceitful and only He can search it, the Lord says, “Be sure you’re not getting your nest egg together in ways that are unethical. Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,” Jesus would say (Matthew 6:19). Make investments in eternity with your time and ability, your money and energy.

Jeremiah 17:12
 

A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.

The Lord Himself is the place of our sanctuary…

Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary… Isaiah 8:13, 14 (a)


…Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. Ezekiel 11:16 (b)


Our sanctuary, our rest, our refuge is found in the Lord.

Jeremiah 17:13
 

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters.

I believe that here, we’re given insight into the mystery of John 8. When the woman caught in adultery was brought to Jesus, He realized it was a trap. After all, if He said, “Stone her,” He would no longer be called the friend of sinners. But if He said, “Release her,” the religious leaders would accuse Him of breaking the Old Testament Law. So Jesus said, “Let He who is without sin cast the first stone.” And while they were reaching for stones, Jesus stooped down and wrote in the earth. Although John doesn’t tell us what He wrote, I suggest it was a reminder of some sin each of them had committed—some proof that they, too, had “forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters” at one time or another.

Jeremiah 17:14–18
 

Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art my praise. Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the LORD? let it come now. As for me, I have not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee: neither have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest: that which came out of my lips was right before thee. Be not a terror unto me: thou art my hope in the day of evil. Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me be confounded: let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction.

Although Jeremiah faithfully and repeatedly warned the people of Judah about the “woeful day” when Babylon would carry them away captive, he did not desire it. That is, he didn’t secretly hope it happened soon so that he could be vindicated. And I believe his example is an important one for us. As eager as we are to see Jesus, as hungry as we are for things to be right on this planet, we must remember that, between the Rapture of the church and the beginning of the Millennium is the “woeful day” of Tribulation for the unbeliever. Therefore, like Jeremiah, we must not desire this woeful day—but rather, avail ourselves even more to the Lord as tools He can use to draw people to Himself before it comes.

Jeremiah 17:19–27
 

Thus said the LORD unto me; Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem; And say unto them, Hear ye the word of the LORD, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates: Thus saith the LORD; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction. And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LORD, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein; Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever. And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house of the LORD. But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

The Lord told His people that He wanted them to set aside one day in seven for rest, refreshment, and contemplation. If they didn’t heed this word, they would find that their city would burn up. The palaces they were building would be destroyed. The gates they were proud of would be consumed by fire. But the people ignored this command, thinking they could get ahead by working on the Sabbath.

Just as Jerusalem would be burned up, people will be burned out, trying to get ahead by ignoring the Word of God. All of the regulations and instructions of God’s Word were given to be a blessing to us not a burden upon us. They were given to us for our own benefit. Therefore, we ignore them to our own detriment. As our Creator, God knows we function best if we take one day in seven for rest and reflection. When we ignore this wisdom and provision, like Jerusalem, our hard work and grand plans end up in smoke.

Chapter 18
 

Jeremiah 18:1–6
 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.

Here, in chapter 18, the Lord tells Jeremiah to go to the house of the potter. There, he would see the reason God was working as He was with His people. And Jeremiah’s lesson would become ours, as well…

For topical study of Jeremiah 18:1–6, see “The Potter’s House.” 

Jeremiah 18:7–10
 

At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.

Just as the potter was able to make a good vessel from a marred one, so God stands ready to remake any person or nation, regardless how marred, who will simply turn to Him.

Jeremiah 18:11, 12
 

Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good. And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart.

When told to return to the Lord, the men of Judah brazenly said it was hopeless for Jeremiah to talk to them because they were committed to walk in ways even they admitted were evil.

Jeremiah 18:13
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing.

Even by heathen standards, Judah’s response was considered “a very horrible thing.”

Jeremiah 18:14
 

Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken?

Judah’s choice to forsake the living God made as much sense as a man leaving the refreshing streams of Lebanon for a parched desert. God had offered His people living water (2:13). But they chose broken cisterns instead.

Jeremiah 18:15–17
 

Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up; To make their land desolate, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head. I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will shew them the back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity.

Stumbling feet, a desolate land, reproach from her enemies, and, finally, loss of a nation were all the results of a singular sin: forgetting God. To forget something means it was once known. And that is the tragedy of Israel and Judah. Unlike the Gentiles, God’s people did know Him at one time. But, because they turned their back on Him, they gave Him no choice but to do the same to them.

Jeremiah 18:18
 

Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.

Jeremiah’s enemies decided to bring charges against him on the grounds that he had dared speak against both the priests and prophets (5:31; 13:13).

Jeremiah 18:19–23
 

Give heed to me, O LORD, and hearken to the voice of them that contend with me. Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before thee to speak good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them. Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out their blood by the force of the sword; and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and be widows; and let their men be put to death; let their young men be slain by the sword in battle. Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for they have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy sight, but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with them in the time of thine anger.

Jeremiah had both interceded and wept for the very people who sought his life. His call of God’s judgment upon them was not out of personal revenge but was simply a prophetic record of the judgment they would so insistently bring upon themselves.

 
 

THE POTTER’S HOUSE

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 18:1–6


I remember the night our family had a particularly rip-roaring game of “Dictionary.” “Dictionary” is a game wherein one person chooses a word from the dictionary for which the other players are to write down a definition that, although made up, sounds logical. The definitions are read anonymously and the person with the most convincing definition wins. When it was my turn, I chose the word “spank.” With paper and pencils in hand, my family wrote out their definitions. Most were fairly good. Eight-year-old Peter-John’s was very interesting. He wrote, “Spank (verb): Something Daddy does way too hard.”

At this time, Jeremiah the prophet may have felt those same sentiments toward his heavenly Father. You see, throughout the first seventeen chapters of this book that bears his name, the Father has been telling him of the judgment that was to come down on the people of Judah. And anguish filled Jeremiah’s heart even as tears filled his eyes. So God sent him to the potter’s house, where he would hear the word of the Lord through an illustrated sermon.

As Jeremiah entered the house of the potter, three things would initially grab his attention. First, he would see the potter—an intelligent, capable artisan, a skilled workman, one who knew exactly what he was doing. The second thing he would notice would be the wheel—the instrument upon which the potter would do his work. The third thing that Jeremiah would see would be the clay itself.

Clay is a common substance, virtually worthless, and yet in the hands of a master potter it can be fashioned into something priceless and useful. Clay in Scripture represents us, for this analogy was not simply given to Jeremiah but also to Isaiah (64:8) and Paul (Romans 9:21). We are clay. We come from the earth. We go back to the earth. We are common. In and of ourselves, we really can’t do anything of significance. The wheel represents the circumstances of daily life. Round and round and round we go. The potter is a picture of God—a capable, intelligent Workman.

As Jeremiah saw the potter, the wheel, and the clay on the wheel, we gain insight into what God was doing in Jeremiah’s day, as well as what He’s doing in our lives today.

The Purpose


Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work…
Jeremiah 18:3 (a)


The potter was not playing or amusing himself with the clay. He was making something of the clay. And, although an onlooker couldn’t be exactly sure what he was making, he knew precisely what he was doing. He had a plan in mind. As the clay went around, his plan would be carried out by the skill of his hands. So too, God has just such a plan for you and me.

For we are his workmanship , created in Christ Jesus unto good works…
Ephesians 2:10 (a)


God is the Potter, we are the clay and He is doing a work in our lives. The Greek word translated “workmanship” is poiema, from which we get our word, “poem.” We are God’s poetry. He is making you not just a piece of pottery, but a piece of poetry. He is making you something not only useful but beautiful. What does the workman gain by making a vessel of beauty and practicality? What does God gain from shaping us into something that is poetic?

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:6, 7


We are God’s trophies. He takes worthless hunks of clay like us and begins to fashion something of beauty and usefulness so that in the ages to come, when we are living with Him in the heavenlies, the angels will cruise by us and marvel at His grace.

The Procedure


…he wrought a work on the wheels.
Jeremiah 18:3 (b)


As the potter would pump the wheel with his foot, the clay went round and round and round and round—just like life. Do you ever feel like your life is going in circles? “Where am I going?” we ask. “Why isn’t anything happening? Where is all this heading? Lord, I thought You loved me. But I only see myself going round and round and round and round.” Then, suddenly, we feel His touch and are reminded of His presence.

But as He begins to shape us, we become aware of His pressure. When we feel the pressure of life—the problems, trials, and struggles—if we’re not careful, we can say, “That’s enough. I’ve had it!” Unlike literal clay, we have the ability to jump off the wheel and say, “I’m tired of going round and round. I’m tired of the pressure. I’m going my own way.” So we jump off—only to splat on the ground.

When we grow tired of being stepped on and walked over, finally, we weakly, meekly say, “Lord, pick me up again.” And He does. He refashions us into a ball, plops us back on the wheel, and the process begins all over again. I’m convinced that many of us go through far too many cycles on the wheel because we give up at the very point where we’re almost shaped up. We try and get out of our circumstances, saying, “No more, Lord. I’ve had enough.”

Finally, we begin to learn the secret of submitting. “Have Your way, Lord,” we finally say. “I’m tired of splatting.” So the Lord spins us round and round in our daily circumstances and then He begins to pressure and shape us. After that, He turns on the heat of the kiln. That is why Peter would tell us not to be surprised by fiery trials (1 Peter 4:12). There’s no way to make clay firm without fire.

The Principle


And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.
Jeremiah 18:4


The potter makes the vessel according to his plan not according to the clay’s demand. “Lord, do this in my life,” we say.

“I have a plan,” the Lord answers. “I will do what I want to do in and through your life.”

Paul picks up this same analogy…

Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?
Romans 9:20, 21


“Who are you, hunk of clay, to argue with your Maker?” Paul asks. “The Potter has the right to do with the clay whatever He wants. It’s His and He is sovereign.”

This is terrifying to me. What if He decides to make me a spittoon? I don’t mind being a vase, but what if He decides to make me a vessel of dishonor? How can I trust the Master Potter with the outcome?

The Person


I see the Potter. And He says to me, “Look at My foot as it pumps the wheel.” As I do, I see a hole through which a spike was driven and I realize that this Potter was pierced because He loved me. I look at the hand that is shaping and pressuring me—and in it I see the scar made by another spike.

Jesus paid the price for my sin. He went to hell in my place. And when I get to the place where I say, “Lord, can I really trust You with my life—the circles I’m going in, the pressure I feel, the heat I’m experiencing?”—I need only look at the feet on the pedal and the hands that are shaping me.

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
Romans 5:6–10


When did God demonstrate His love for you? Not when you were going to church, not when you were caring about Him, but when you were a sinner. If He chose you when you were in rebellion, when you were ignoring Him, when you were sinning against Him, don’t you know He loves you now that you’re trying to walk with Him? We all fall. But the Master Potter is there to pick us up and make us again into something new according to His perfect, sovereign plan.

The Prophecy


In Matthew 27, we see another mention of a potter, this time with regard to a field…

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; And gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me.
Matthew 27:3–10


The potter’s field was the parcel of property outside the house of the potter where pottery that was broken beyond repair was cast. The thirty pieces of silver Judas received to betray Jesus were used to buy a potter’s field. And this is wonderful news for us. You see, we have been cast into the potter’s field of life. We have been broken and discarded. But the good news of the gospel is that the potter’s field was purchased with the blood money of Jesus. He purchased it that He might remake us into something of beauty and worth once again.




 

Chapter 19
 

In chapter 18, we saw the lesson of the potter’s house. Here we see the lesson of the potter’s bottle…

Jeremiah 19:1, 2
 

Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter’s earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests; And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee,

The valley of Hinnom was a valley outside the eastern gate of Jerusalem where babies were burned in sacrifice to Moloch. It later became a dump where refuse burned day and night. Understandably, it became synonymous with gehenna, or hell. Jeremiah was to go into this valley with an earthen vessel from the potter’s house in hand.

Jeremiah 19:3–6
 

And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle. Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents; They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.

The people of God had walked one step at a time into incredible wickedness, thinking that what they were doing was religious. But what they were doing never even crossed the Lord’s mind.

Much of what is done in religious activity is not from the Lord nor of the Lord. Many times we can get caught up in religious activity that the Lord hasn’t directed. And, tragically, as in Jeremiah’s day, our sons and daughters can end up paying the price. As parents, I believe we need to carefully say, “Lord, is what I’m doing in accordance with what You desire—or am I simply running off to this event or that activity without Your direction? Is it false worship?” We must pray that our kids don’t get burned out or walk away from the Lord because of our religious busyness.

Jeremiah 19:7–9
 

And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. And I will make this city desolate, and an hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof. And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them.

The cannibalism that would take place during the destruction and fall of Jerusalem horrifies us. But we should recoil with equal horror when, for the sake of selfish interests, Americans abort over one million babies every year.

Jeremiah 19:10, 11
 

Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee, And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury.

Jeremiah was told to break the bottle in the place that would become known as Aceldama, or literally, the field of blood. It was a field purchased with the thirty pieces of silver Judas threw on the ground of the temple after he betrayed Jesus. When Judas hung himself, this is where he fell (Acts 1:18, 19).

Jeremiah 19:12, 13
 

Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as Tophet: And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods.

In Jeremiah’s day, the flat roofs of the houses in Jerusalem were used as “high places” to offer sacrifices to the sun and planets (32:29). Peter, however, would put the flat roof to infinitely better use, for it was there that he prayed. And as he did, God gave him the revolutionary vision that Gentiles would be saved as well as Jews (Acts 10).

Jeremiah 19:14, 15
 

Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the LORD’s house; and said to all the people, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words.

At the temple, Jeremiah repeats the prophecy of judgment he had given in the valley. This would not go over well with the religious establishment…

Chapter 20
 

Jeremiah 20:1, 2
 

Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.

When Pashur, chief governor of the temple, heard Jeremiah’s dire prophecy, he struck Jeremiah and then ordered him to be put in stocks, where he remained all night. While there, Jeremiah received a prophetic word…

Jeremiah 20:3–6
 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magor-missabib. For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon. And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.

Upon his release, Jeremiah told Pashur, whose name meant “security on all sides,” that the Lord had changed his name to one that means “fear on every side.” Because Pashur had prophesied peace, the nation was partying its way to destruction—where they would indeed encounter fear on every side.

Jeremiah 20:7
 

O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me.

Why did Jeremiah accuse the Lord of deceiving him? Perhaps it was because the Lord had spoken previously that He would be with Jeremiah and that those who sought to come down on him would not have victory over him (1:8). Evidently, Jeremiah thought this meant he would have no problems.

How often we hear people say, “I’m a Christian now, so why am I having all these difficulties?” The reason is that the Lord never promised to keep us from trials. In fact, He warned us not to be surprised when they come our way (1 Peter 4:12). What He promises is to be with us in them.

Jeremiah 20:8, 9 (a)
 

For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.…

“That’s it,” Jeremiah said. “I’ve been put in stocks. I’ve been put down. I’ve had it, Lord. I’m not speaking any more.”

Can you relate to this? Have you ever said, “People make fun of me. I don’t understand what You’re doing, Lord. I just don’t get it. I’ll believe in You, but I’ll just make an occasional guest appearance on Sunday.”

Jeremiah 20:9 (b)
 

…But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.

“Did not our heart burn within us?” the travelers on the road to Emmaus asked when Jesus opened the Word to them. That must have been the kind of “heartburn” Jeremiah felt, for he couldn’t keep quiet. He had to speak the Word again.

Jeremiah 20:10, 11
 

For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten.

As Jeremiah decides to speak again, the word he speaks is one of faith—not in his own commitment or ability, but his faith is in the faithful One, the Lord alone.

Jeremiah 20:12, 13
 

But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause. Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the LORD: for he hath delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers.

Jeremiah worships even as he is stiff and sore from the stocks. Paul and Silas did the same thing, no doubt with bleeding backs and bruised ribs (Acts 16:25). How can you experience victory even in the most confining circumstances? By doing what Jeremiah, Paul, and Silas did: Keep the Word before you and worship flowing from you.

Jeremiah 20:14–18
 

Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed. Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very glad. And let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide; Because he slew me not from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great with me. Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?

What’s happening? Didn’t Jeremiah say the Word was in his bones, burning as a fire. Wasn’t praise flowing from his lips? Why, then, is he cursing the day he was born? It’s because he’s a man—just like us. How many times have we praised the Lord and embraced His Word—only to feel discouraged again the next moment? The good news is that God didn’t shelf Jeremiah—and He won’t shelf you. He would still use Jeremiah in spite of—or, more likely, because of—his humanness. And He’ll still use you even though you’re not always at the peak of victory.

Chapter 21
 

Jeremiah 21:1, 2
 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us.

When Zedekiah finally realized that the prophets who prophesied nothing but peace were wrong, that the Babylonians would indeed wage war against him, he sent messengers to Jeremiah, asking what he should do.

Jeremiah 21:3–6
 

Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city. And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence.

Jeremiah’s message to Zedekiah was that it was futile to fight the Babylonians because the Lord Himself was siding with them against His own people.

Jeremiah 21:7–10
 

And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy. And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

The only way to save their lives was to surrender to the Babylonians. So too, the only way to save our own lives is to surrender not to a cruel invader but to a loving Savior, not to be captives but to be captivated by the One who loved us so much He surrendered His own life for us.

Jeremiah 21:11, 12
 

And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD; O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.

While judgment could not be avoided, it could be lessened if the people and her leaders changed their ways.

Jeremiah 21:13, 14
 

Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it.

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” Paul would ask (Romans 8:31). But the converse is equally true, for if God be against us, no military alliance or geographical setting can protect us.

Chapter 22
 

Chapter 22 is an indictment against the leaders of Judah. Because they had grown corrupt, the political system had become very immoral.

Jeremiah 22:1–3
 

Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word, And say, Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates: Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.

To the leaders of Judah, Jeremiah says, “Be tender. Execute justice.” Micah would echo this by saying God required His people to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him (6:8).

Jeremiah 22:4–6
 

For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people. But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation. For thus saith the LORD unto the king’s house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited.

Gilead was the most fertile part of the country of Israel; the mountain range of Lebanon was the highest. Thus, the Lord is saying that even though Judah had been blessed and prosperous, like Israel, she would reap the tragic results of God’s judgment.

Jeremiah 22:7–9
 

And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire. And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great city? Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshipped other gods, and served them.

Even as God said, Gentile nations would understand what Judah did not—that she brought judgment down on her own head (Deuteronomy 29:22–28).

Jeremiah 22:10–12
 

Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return no more, nor see his native country. For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more: But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

As seen in 2 Chronicles 35:24, 25, the nation mourned on the anniversary of the death of Josiah. But here they are told not to weep for Josiah, but for his son, Jehoahaz, also known as Shallum. You see, following Josiah’s death, the people put his son, Jehoahaz on the throne instead. But Jehoahaz was carried to Egypt after three months, never to see Judah again. Pharaoh-necho replaced Jehoahaz with his brother, Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:31–34).

Jeremiah 22:13, 14
 

Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his work; That saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion.

Jehoiakim taxed the people heavily—not only to pay tribute to Pharaoh-necho, but to build himself a palace.

Jeremiah 22:15–19
 

Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him? He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD. But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

Although Jehoiakim was the son of a good father who left a good example, he was charged with extortion, oppression, violence, injustice, and covetousness during his eleven-year reign. At that time, Nebuchadnezzar came to carry him to Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:6). But he was evidently slain by Nebuchadnezzar en route and left unburied outside Jerusalem (Jeremiah 36:30).

Jehoiachin—also known as Jeconiah or Coniah—took his place, only to reign for three months before being carried to Babylon, where he lived until he died (Jeremiah 52:31).

Jeremiah 22:20
 

Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed.

In addition to having her kings deposed, Judah was left without allies.

Jeremiah 22:21
 

I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice.

When Judah was prosperous, she would not hear. Isn’t that the same way it is with us? When we are going through hard times, we’re all ears, straining to hear a word of encouragement from the Lord, a promise of speedy help. But if we turn a deaf ear in prosperous times, we can’t be surprised to hear silence in hard times. Oh, that we would listen morning by morning, day by day regardless of the circumstances in order that we might cultivate consistent communication with our Father.

Jeremiah 22:22–26
 

The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness. O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail! As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die.

In 2 Kings 24, we are given the tragic fulfillment of this prophecy—as not only Jehoiachin and his mother were carried to Babylon, but also his wives, officers, princes, and 10,000 Jews, leaving only the poorest people of the land.

Jeremiah 22:27–30
 

But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return. Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not? O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

In this dire prophecy at the end of this dark chapter, light shines forth. You see, when we read the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1, we see that Matthew traced His lineage from Joseph back to David—including Jeconiah. This creates a problem, for Jeremiah prophesied that Jeconiah would have no descendant on the throne, yet Jesus, the Son of David, will reign forever. The solution is found in Luke’s genealogy, where we see Jesus’ lineage traced not through Joseph, but through Mary—from David not through Solomon, but through Nathan, Solomon’s brother. This line bypasses Coniah. This means that through Joseph’s line, Jesus has a right to the throne politically and legally. But spiritually, because Coniah is cursed, Mary’s line avoids the curse completely. Thus, Jesus is the only One who both spiritually and legally fulfills these obligations. There is no other.

Chapter 23
 

In chapter 22, Judah’s king was indicted for his wickedness. In chapter 23, the indictment against corruption continues—not just of the king but governmental leaders, called “pastors.”

Jeremiah 23:1–4
 

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.

These leaders were not feeding the flock but fleecing them, scattering not serving them. So the Lord says, “Woe be to those who are only looking after their own interests rather than being concerned for the welfare of My people.”

Although this speaks directly to governmental leaders, this word could apply to spiritual leaders, as well. The responsibility of any spiritual leader is to feed the flock the Word of God. When Peter preached to the household of Cornelius, a Roman soldier, it was as they heard the Word that the Holy Ghost fell upon them and they became radically converted (Acts 10:44). This isn’t surprising because Jesus said, “The words I speak to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63).

The Word is intricately linked to being Spirit-filled and to moving in the Spirit. I’m convinced that Christians don’t need to hear more preaching or more sermons. The great need of the church of Jesus Christ is to hear the Word. You might know the Word but you still need daily, consistent input of the Scriptures to nurture and feed your soul. To think you don’t need Bible study any more because you’ve already been through it would be like me going home after work and saying I don’t need dinner tonight because I had dinner last night. We need the bread of the Word to complete that which the Lord wants to accomplish in and through us.

Jeremiah 23:5 (a)
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD…

In contrast to the corruption of Jehoiachin, as seen in chapter 22 and the leaders as seen in the preceding four verses, here we see a prophecy proclaiming the coming of Christ, the ultimate Pastor, the perfect Leader…

Jeremiah 23:5 (b), 6
 

…that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

In contrast to Judah’s corrupt leaders, we see the righteous Ruler, the King of kings, Jehovah Tsidkenu, or the Lord our righteousness. This is a reference to the Second Coming of Christ. At His First Coming, He came as a suffering Servant. He died for our sin—yet He rose again. As He ascended into heaven, an angel said to the disciples, “Why are you looking up? Jesus shall come to you again” (see Acts 1:11). Great hope was given to them. When He comes the second time, He’ll come as the conquering King, the righteous Ruler. We’ll call Him Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness…

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:21


Not only is Christ in you, but you are in Him. This means that when the Father looks at you, He doesn’t see your faults, flaws, and failures. He sees you in Christ. Therefore, you can communicate boldly and freely with Him. Satan will point out your failures, but, because you’re in Christ, the Father doesn’t even see them because you’re washed by the blood and robed in the righteousness of His beloved Son.

In light of these things, Paul said, “I know no man after the flesh” (see 2 Corinthians 5:16). That is, rather than looking at the flaws, failures, and weakness of others, he chose to look at them as God does—in Christ Jesus. The degree to which we follow Paul’s example is the degree that we’ll experience the glory of the coming kingdom even now.

Jeremiah 23:7, 8
 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.

No longer would God’s people say, “Seven hundred years ago, the Lord delivered us out of Egypt.” That’s a wonderful story, but it’s old. The Lord says the day is coming when they would have a new deliverance, a fresh testimony, when they would say, “The Lord delivered us from Babylonian captivity”—and, ultimately, from the dispersion during the Tribulation.

Jeremiah 23:9–11
 

Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his holiness. For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right. For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the LORD.

Here, Jeremiah laments over the wickedness not only of the politicians, but also of the prophets and priests.

Jeremiah 23:12–16
 

Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.

At this time, all kinds of prophets were emerging in Judah. The people were sinning and rebelling. They were opposed to the Lord. They were committed to a course of idolatry. Yet prophets were speaking their own minds.

Spiritual utterances can have three sources. They can truly be from the Holy Spirit, as was the case with Jeremiah. Second, they can be from a demonic spirit. Third, they can be from the human spirit, as was the case here.

How can we know the true source of a spiritual utterance? First, measure it against the Word. If it contradicts the Word in any way, it’s not valid. Second, present it to those who have the gift of discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10) and let them weigh it out. If it conforms to the Word and is confirmed by the body, you’re on solid ground.

Jeremiah 23:17
 

They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

The message of the false prophets was a happy message. “Even though you are in rebellion against God, no evil shall befall you,” they said.

I read of a large hawk that was seen flying with a parakeet in its talons. “Happy day, happy day, happy day,” the parakeet could be heard chirping. It seems those were the only words that parakeet knew. In reality, it would have been much better had his only word been “Help!”

Sometimes we’re birdbrains in the same way. “Happy day, happy day,” we chirp, wanting people to like us. “No evil will come upon you. God will bless you.” But in reality, that might not be the message of the Lord at all.

Jeremiah 23:18–22
 

For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath marked his word, and heard it? Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.

“I have not spoken to these prophets, yet they prophesied,” the Lord declares. Had He spoken to them, had they waited on Him, they would have prophesied not peace, but a whirlwind.

“Peace, be still,” Jesus said to the storm. But it was in response to the disciples’ acknowledgement that there was indeed a storm (Mark 4:38, 39). Thus, the lesson seems to be that if we realize we’re in over our heads, Jesus brings peace. But if we think we’ve got everything under control, He more than likely will send a storm.

Jeremiah 23:23, 24
 

Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

“Do these false prophets think I am unaware of what they say and do?” the Lord asks.

Jeremiah 23:25–28
 

I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart; Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD.

Throughout Scripture, God has spoken through dreams (Genesis 40; 1 Kings 3; Daniel 2; Matthew 2). Yet here, He says dreams are chaff compared to the wheat of the Word. Therefore, if you have to choose between going to a meeting where there are prophecies and visions or where the Word is taught, I would encourage you to opt for learning the Word. The best place, of course, is where neither excludes the other. I believe the flakiness we see in Christianity today is due in large part to a lack of a firm footing in the Word.

Jeremiah 23:29, 30
 

Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour.

Because they weren’t hearing from the Lord, the false prophets listened to what the prophet down the street was saying and delivered the message as if it were His own.

Jeremiah 23:31, 32
 

Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.

In the Lord’s estimation, the prophets with the happy message were unprofitable prophets. But there was another group who fared no better…

Jeremiah 23:33–40
 

And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD. And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I will even punish that man and his house. Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken? And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man’s word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God. Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken? But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD; Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence: And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.

This group of prophets spoke continually about the burden of the Lord. But the Lord said He didn’t want to hear that phrase any more.

“Come unto Me all you who are weary and heavy laden,” Jesus said, “and I will give you rest, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (see Matthew 11:28–30). As a carpenter, it is possible Jesus made yokes. If so, He would have designed them to fit each animal perfectly. He does the same for us. The yoke He asks us to bear is custom-made for us. It takes into account our personality, interests, and temperament. That’s what makes it easy.

When two animals are yoked together, there is a lead animal and one who follows. The lead animal carries most of the weight. If you wonder why your walk with the Lord is so hard and burdensome, it’s likely because you’re not flowing with what the Lord is doing. Consequently, you’re pulling against His lead and getting bruised by the yoke in the process. In Ezekiel 44, the Lord said very clearly that the priests were to wear no garments made of wool because wool causes sweat. In other words, He doesn’t want the work we do for Him to be troublesome. You’ll know you’re in the right ministry when it’s a joy rather than a burden to you.

Chapter 24
 

In chapters 24 and 25, the Lord gives four reasons He chastens His people—be it in Jeremiah’s day or ours…

Jeremiah 24:1
 

The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.

The first stage of the captivity had already begun. In 605, Nebuchadnezzar came down and took Jehoiachin and a number of the leaders to Babylon. In 597, a second group was carried into captivity. In 586, the final group was taken to Babylon. The temple was then destroyed and the city was sacked. At the time of the first stage, the Lord showed Jeremiah two baskets of figs…

Jeremiah 24:2–7
 

One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.

The first reason God chastens His people is not to punish but to purify. Idolatry had been a stumbling block to the Jews from the day they fashioned a golden calf after their release from bondage in Egypt. In Babylon, they would grow so sick of idols that, to this day, idolatry would never be a temptation for them again. Thus, God’s chastening was a benefit and a blessing to them.

Jeremiah 24:8–10
 

And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt: And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.

Second, chastisement proves God’s love. The group taken to Babylon in 605 were the good figs. The ones left behind were the evil figs. In other words, it was the ones who weren’t being chastened who were evil. The Lord says, “The ones being taken away will come back and serve Me with their whole heart.” The ones who stayed behind thought they had it made. But the Lord said they would ultimately be scattered by sword, famine, and pestilence.

The writer to the Hebrews tells us it is whom the Lord loves that He chastens, His son that He scourges (12:6). If you wonder why the Lord is always dealing with you, the answer is it’s because He loves you. The bad figs thought they were getting off easy when, in fact, they would ultimately be scattered. Those who were chastened, on the other hand, would find themselves ultimately blessed. If you are continually getting away with things you know are wrong, I would encourage you to seek the Lord, to make sure you are a child of His. If, on the other hand, you’re being disciplined, rejoice, for it means you’re a good fig.

Chapter 25
 

Jeremiah 25:1–9
 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened. And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever: And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt. Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words, Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.

In addition to seeing that God’s chastening is for our benefit and that it proves His love, here we see that it is always prophesied. We will never be able to say that, because we didn’t know we were sinning, God is unfair in disciplining. Here, the Lord says very clearly that it was because they didn’t hear His words that His people would experience brutal times.

There is no such thing as falling into sin. We walk into it one step at a time. If you’re a child of God, all along the way, He’ll speak to your heart, saying, “Stop. Back up. Turn around.” You’ll come to church and hear a sermon that strikes you. You’ll turn on the radio and it’s confirmed. You’ll see a sister or brother and they’ll share a word with you. What is the Lord doing? He is personally prophesying to you, saying, “Be careful.”

Jeremiah 25:10–12
 

Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.

Chastening always passes. It would take seventy years, but it would pass. The Lord doesn’t keep you in the place of chastisement indefinitely. After seventy years, God would bring His people back and then He would deal with the Babylonians.

Jeremiah 25:13, 14
 

And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.

Just as the Babylonians had made slaves of Judah, they themselves would become slaves to other nations.

Jeremiah 25:15, 16
 

For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them.

The cup of God’s wrath will one day be poured out on all nations in the day of Tribulation. In Jeremiah’s day, this was a reference to the wide-reaching arm of the Babylonian empire, which He would use as a tool in His hand.

Jeremiah 25:17–28
 

Then took I the cup at the LORD’s hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people; And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod, Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the sea, Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost corners, And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert, And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them. Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you. And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ye shall certainly drink.

“Judgment must begin at the house of God,” Peter declared (1 Peter 4:17). Therefore, Judah would be the first to fall to the Babylonians, followed by Egypt, the Phoenician cities, and possibly Syria. “Shishak” was an ancient king of Babylon who also would drink of the cup of suffering when Babylon met her match with the Medes and Persians (Jeremiah 51:41).

Jeremiah 25:29, 30
 

For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth.

God had already begun to punish His people for their idolatry. He would also punish those by whom idolatry was introduced.

Jeremiah 25:31, 32
 

A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.

Nation after nation would fall to the Babylonians.

Jeremiah 25:33–38
 


And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their pasture. And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD. He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the oppressor, and because of his fierce anger.

The entire region would be made desolate by Babylonian aggression—just as the whole earth will feel God’s wrath in the time of the Tribulation.

Chapter 26
 

Jeremiah 26:1–6
 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD’s house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word: If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings. And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened; Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.

God tells His people that He will turn from His discipline if they will turn from their sin.

Jeremiah 26:7–11
 

So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD. Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king’s house unto the house of the LORD, and sat down in the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house. Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears.

Rather than grab the message of grace and mercy God offered, the priests, prophets, and people of Judah chose instead to grab Jeremiah and tell him he must die.

Jeremiah 26:12–15
 

Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you. As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you. But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears.

Even with his life at stake, Jeremiah was not about to change his message, for it was from the Lord. “If you want to kill me, fine,” he said. “But if you do, you’ll be in bigger trouble with the Lord than you already are.”

Jeremiah 26:16
 

Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.

Although the religious leaders still wanted Jeremiah to die, the people themselves, fickle as they were, decided he had spoken in the name of the Lord. Unfortunately, however, although they spared Jeremiah’s life, by ignoring his message, they would lose their own.

Jeremiah 26:17–19
 

Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying, Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountains of the house as the high places of a forest. Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.

Other prophets who, like Jeremiah, prophesied destruction were named as a precedent for sparking the life of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 26:20–24
 

And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath-jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah: And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt. And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people. Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.

Urijah was a prophet who, like Jeremiah, prophesied not peace but punishment. When he heard that the king sought his life for doing so, he fled to Egypt, where he was captured and brought back to Jehoiakim, who put him to death. Jeremiah, on the other hand, trusted in the Lord, remained in Judah, and was spared.

Chapter 27
 

Jeremiah’s powerful prophecies did not necessarily make him a popular personality. On the contrary, when he gave the message of the Lord, people wanted him to die. Yet Jeremiah wasn’t intimidated by the threats of the people. Rather than backing off or piping down, he continued to share that which the Lord placed on his heart. How can you stop a man who just keeps going even when the tide turns against him?

Here in chapter 27, we see another message that wouldn’t go over very big…

Jeremiah 27:1–8
 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck, And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah; And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters; I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. And now have I given all these lands unto the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.

Jeremiah was to give an illustrated sermon, placing a yoke oxen wore around his neck. Yokes were also to be sent to the surrounding leaders, declaring to them that the Lord had ordained that they would fall into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar was being used by the Lord as an agent of correction. A painful, but needful purging had to take place in the people in and around Judah. And the Lord would use the Babylonians as a rod in His hand to bring it about.

Jeremiah 27:9, 10
 

Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish.

False prophets were on the scene, saying, “You’re not going to fall into the hand of the king of Babylon. You’re going to have peace. There won’t be problems.” But the Lord said His people were not to listen to them.

Jeremiah 27:11–13
 

But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein. I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?

Rather than futilely trying to recover that which Nebuchadnezzar had already carried away, the Word of the Lord to the remaining people and nations was to peacefully surrender to Nebuchadnezzar, for in so doing, they would in some measure be surrendering to the omniscience and omnipotence of God Himself.

Jeremiah 27:14–16
 

Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you. Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD’s house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.

False prophets declared that temple vessels carried away by Nebuchadnezzar under the reigns of Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin (2 Chronicles 36:7–10) would be returned. But this was a lie.

Jeremiah 27:17–22
 

Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be laid waste? But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city, Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem; Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem; They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.

Rather than worrying about what they had lost by presumption, the Word of the Lord to His people was to hold on to what they still had by prayer.

Chapter 28
 

Jeremiah 28:1–4
 

And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the LORD’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon: And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the LORD: for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.

Hananiah told the priests and the people that the Lord would break Nebuchadnezzar and that the people already carried away would come back in two years. The problem was, that, although Hananiah sounded like a prophet, although he had the right phraseology and spiritual vocabulary, what he said was in direct contradiction of the prophecy Jeremiah was given.

Jeremiah 28:5, 6
 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood in the house of the LORD, Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the LORD’s house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place.

“Great!” Jeremiah said concerning Hananiah’s prophecy. “I hope it’s true that within two years these people will come back from Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar will be gone.”

Jeremiah 28:7, 8
 

Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people; The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence.

“But remember the prophets of old,” Jeremiah continued. “Study history and see how prophets before me spoke of the coming calamity.”

There will come Hananiahs on the scene even today who will tell you that peace and prosperity will come to you if you hold certain crystals, that all roads lead to God, that there are many paths to heaven. But I suggest that those who make such suggestions go back to the prophets of old and see what they have to say. I caution you to be very careful concerning anyone who claims to have a new revelation, insight, understanding, or vision for the people of God. The common denominator of virtually every cult that has ever come into being is that they claim to have something new.

Jeremiah 28:9
 

The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.

“The burden of proof is on you, Hananiah,” Jeremiah says. “We will believe you when we see your word come to pass.”

Jeremiah 28:10, 11
 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and brake it. And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

Hananiah broke Jeremiah’s yoke as a sign that Nebuchadnezzar would be broken within two years.

Jeremiah 28:12–14
 

Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also.

The Lord told Jeremiah to tell Hananiah that, although he was able to break a yoke of wood, stronger yokes were coming.

Jeremiah 28:15–17
 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD. So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.

Perhaps it was because Hananiah wanted to be popular that he preached a message of peace. Unfortunately, it led to his own destruction.

Oh, how thankful I am for the written Word of God by which we can confirm the words others tell us.

Chapter 29
 

Jeremiah sent a letter to those already carried away into Babylon…

Jeremiah 29:1–7
 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; (After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;) By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.

Jeremiah’s letter didn’t tell the Babylonian captives to gather weapons, start assassinating every leader they saw, ruin the economy, or overthrow the government. Instead, he told them they might as well dig in because they would be there for a long time. They were to plant gardens, get married, and build houses. It was God’s plan for those people to be in captivity and difficulty for seventy full years until His purposes were accomplished.

This has implication for me. I must realize that if the Lord allows friends of mine to be in hard places, I am not necessarily to try and run in and get them out. There are some times when it is the Lord’s plan to keep a person or even a nation in the place of difficulty for a season to accomplish what He wants to do in them. For example, historically, the church has been the strongest in places where persecution has been the hardest. Therefore, we must, like Jeremiah, react according to spiritual discernment rather than according to political persuasion.

Jeremiah 29:8–10
 

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD. For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.

The Lord told Jeremiah very specifically that, after seventy years, the captives would return. There was one captive carried away in the first wave who studied this prophecy very carefully. His name was Daniel…

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: And I prayed unto the LORD my God… Daniel 9:1–4 (a)


Daniel believed Jeremiah’s prophecy. So he prayed accordingly.

Jeremiah 29:11
 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Here, God says to His people, “You’ll be in Babylon for seventy years, but know that the thoughts I think of you are of peace, to bring you to a glorious end. I’m doing something special in you.” And indeed He was. When the Jews went into Babylon, they were idolatrous people. When they came out, never again did they worship idols. They were purged. They were healed. They were matured in those difficult days of the Babylonian captivity.

This verse is one of my favorites in all the Bible, for it speaks to me and you that even in the times when things look bad, when the Babylonians are carrying you away, the Lord is using it for something glorious.

For topical study of Jeremiah 29:11, see “Thinking of You.” 

Jeremiah 29:12–14
 

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

What does it mean to seek the Lord with all our heart? I think of my friend, Kirk Ladine. He was an all-state basketball player for the high school I attended. Kirk wore contact lenses and, not infrequently, one of them would pop out during a game. When that happened, Kirk, his teammates, the coach, the referees, and even the opposing team searched with all their hearts to find the missing lens so that the game could continue. That’s the kind of diligence, the kind of single-heartedness the Lord wants from us in seeking Him.

Why does God want us to search for Him with that kind of intensity? It’s not that He’s playing hard to get, but that He wants to strengthen us. You see, the only way we’ll be prepared for the ages to come is if we learn how to pray, worship, and walk by faith this side of eternity. This earth is boot camp, gang. It’s spring training. The Lord is training us because He knows what lies beyond this life and He wants to get us in shape for it. That’s why He doesn’t respond to those who seek Him half-heartedly or lethargically.

Jeremiah 29:15–19
 

Because ye have said, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon; Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity; Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I have driven them: Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD.

False prophets in Babylon were telling the people that all would be well when they returned to Jerusalem in two years. Here, Jeremiah contradicts them, saying that those who remained in Jerusalem would suffer destruction as well because they refused to listen to the voice of the Lord.

Jeremiah 29:20–22
 

Hear ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon: Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes; And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire;

In addition to Hananiah, Ahab and Zedekiah were falsely prophesying peace. Because of this, they would be “roasted in the fire” in Babylon. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego would also be “roasted in the fire.” But, unlike Ahab and Zedekiah, they would emerge without even the smell of smoke upon them (Daniel 3:27). Why? Because they were joined by a fourth Man, the Son of God. Ahab and Zedekiah prophesied on their own and died alone. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego sought the Lord, and, therefore, were not only joined by Him, but saved by Him.

Jeremiah 29:23
 

Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbours’ wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the LORD.

“Beware of false prophets,” Jesus said, “which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits…” (Matthew 7:15, 16 [a]). The fruit of these prophets was crime, adultery, and lies. Anyone interested in the truth rather than in simply hearing what sounded good could have identified these prophets as false by the fruit of their lives.

Jeremiah 29:24–29
 

Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, The LORD hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the LORD, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks. Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a prophet to you? For therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet.

Concerning Jeremiah’s letter, Shemaiah, one of the false prophets, wrote a letter himself saying that Jeremiah was insane and that he should be imprisoned.

Jeremiah 29:30–32
 

Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie: Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD; because he hath taught rebellion against the LORD.

Responding to Shemaiah’s letter, the Lord directed Jeremiah to inform the captives that, because Shemaiah caused them to trust a lie, neither he nor his family would see the glorious truth He had in store for His people.

 
 

THINKING OF YOU

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 29:11


On our way to a day of skiing at Mt. Bachelor, in the spring of 1982, I told my wife, Terry, a joke. We laughed and then suddenly our car hit ice, spun around, and hit a redwood tree. I didn’t know it at the time, but my beautiful wife died instantly. We were both twenty-nine. The next thing I remember is crawling down the highway about a half-mile from the wreck on my hands and knees. Being very early morning, few cars were on the road. The first car that came stopped and the driver called for help. I don’t remember anything after that until I was in the ambulance.

“How’s my wife?” I asked.

“She’s doing fine,” said the attendant.

“No,” I said, “she’s in heaven.”

“You’re right,” he said. “She’s not with us any longer.”

At that moment, something happened to me that had only happened a few times in my life. I heard what seemed to be an audible voice, speaking to me a verse I had never heard: “I know the thoughts I think toward you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to bring you to a glorious end.” After that, I drifted into unconsciousness.

In the hospital, the voice on the other end of the phone was Chuck Smith’s, saying, “Jon, I have one thing to share with you. God would say, ‘I know the thoughts I think toward you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to bring you to a glorious end.’ ” The very verse I had heard in the ambulance was now being spoken into my ear by my pastor. I clung to God’s promise of Jeremiah 29:11 that first hour after Terry had been taken. And for the following three years as Chris, not yet two, Jessie, just three, and Peter-John, almost five were carried along with me into a foreign land of new experiences, God proved to be faithful to His Word.

Recently, the woman sitting next to me on the flight home from Chicago, where I had been speaking at a Men’s Retreat, was planning to move from Cape Cod to the Oregon Coast.

“Is Gold Beach like Boston?” she asked.

“No,” I said. “There’s quite a difference between the two,” and then went on to share with her the blessings of living in Oregon. “It’s a great place to raise a family,” I continued. “In fact, I just happen to have some pictures of my family with me,” I said, opening my backpack. “These are my kids and this is my beautiful wife,” I said proudly. “The Lord has blessed me so much with her. She’s absolutely perfect for me.” As I continued talking about my family, tears came to my eyes because the photographs I held in my hand were pictures not only of Tammy and the kids, but of the glorious end to which God had so lovingly, graciously, and faithfully brought us.

For over forty years, Jeremiah faithfully proclaimed this word from God to His people: “The Babylonians are coming and will carry you away to a foreign land.” Yet, although the people rejected Jeremiah’s message in favor of those who prophesied peace and prosperity, the Lord continued to speak through him, saying, “When you find yourselves in the land of Babylon, I don’t want you to be confused. I want you to know that My thoughts toward you are not of evil, but of peace—to bring you to an expected, certain, glorious end.”

What was this end? We know from studying Scripture that there were three reasons the Lord allowed His people to be carried into captivity…

To Eradicate Idolatry


The Jews had a tendency to persist in the worship of idols and all that went along with it, including the offering of their children as sacrifices. Therefore, because of their fascination with idolatry, the Lord allowed them to be carried away to Babylon, where they would worship idols day and night until they got sick of them.

During the time I was raising my kids alone, I had a problem with a particular addiction. One late night, while my kids were asleep, I gave in to my irresistible craving when I opened the refrigerator and scooped a big spoonful of Adam’s chunky peanut butter out of the jar. I savored the taste as I popped it in my mouth—but this time, instead of sliding down my throat as it had always done before, the peanut butter got stuck.

Gasping for air, I threw open the refrigerator door, grabbed a gallon of milk, and started chugging. But instead of washing the peanut butter down, the milk took the path of least resistance, flowing down my beard and all over my chest. At this point, I could envision my kids getting up in the morning to find me laying on the kitchen floor, covered with milk and peanut butter. Finally, in somewhat of a daze, I put my mouth under the faucet of the kitchen sink and turned on the hot water. Although my lips were scalded in the process, I could breathe again. I was thus delivered from my addiction!

In allowing His people to go to Babylon, the Lord was, in effect, saying, “If this is what it takes for you to get your fill of idols, go to Babylon for seventy years in order that you might come back and love Me with your whole heart” (Jeremiah 24:7). And guess what. Upon their return from Babylon, the Jews never again felt a pull toward idolatry.

To Evangelize Effectively


God blessed a specific group of people in a specific corner of the world because He wanted the rest of the world to see that if people would walk with God, He would bless them. The Jews were to be a witness to the world of what God will do for those who walk with Him. But what happened? The Jews became selfish and actually put down those whom they should have been reaching. So, as the Lord often has done throughout history, He had them scattered. They were taken to Babylon—a land to which they would never have gone otherwise.

Were the Jews a witness there? Refusing to bow down to the statue Nebuchadnezzar built, three young Jewish men named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were thrown into a fiery furnace. Do you think they were witnesses to Nebuchadnezzar as he watched them standing with Jesus in the fire (Daniel 3:25)? Do you think Belshazzar was blown away when a Jewish captive named Daniel interpreted the writing on the wall that had been inscribed by a mysterious hand? (Daniel 5:14). Do you think the Babylonian officials were shocked when, after spending a night in the lions’ den, Daniel emerged unharmed (Daniel 6:22)? The entire Book of Daniel is the story of how God used His people in captivity to witness to the Babylonians in order that they might see His reality.

To Restore the Land Physically


In Leviticus 25, God told the Jews that every seventh year was to be a Sabbath year. That is, they were to do no planting, no agricultural work whatsoever in order that the land might rest. “In the sixth year, I’ll bless you twofold,” God said, “which will allow you to replenish the land in the seventh year.”

Hmm, thought the Jews. If we get blessed the sixth year, what would happen if we planted the seventh year as well? We could pay our bills, rid ourselves of our credit card payments, get a whole bunch of new stuff, and really get ahead. So for four hundred ninety years, they planted crops and harvested during the Sabbath year when the land should have been resting.

But all the while God was noticing. “You robbed this land and you robbed Me of seventy years,” He said (see 2 Chronicles 36:21). “Consequently, while you are in Babylon, I will refresh the land physically and balance the books on you nationally.” So it was that, as the Jews were carried away to Babylon, their land basically sat idle and replenished itself during their seventy-year absence.

“Even as you are carried into captivity,” God said to His people, “know that My thoughts toward you are not of evil, but of peace, to bring you to an expected end that you might be liberated from idolatry, that you might witness evangelistically, and that your land might be refreshed physically. I’m doing this for your benefit because I love you.”

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
Psalm 139:17, 18


When people vacation in some exotic place like Hawaii or Europe and send me postcards that say, “Thinking of you, wish you were here,” I know they’re not. I don’t mean to sound cynical, but who of us thinks about his pastor when he’s on a beautiful beach enjoying the sun? Such, however, is not the case with God. His thoughts toward us are more in number than the grains of sand on the seashore.

Scientists estimate that there are ten to the twenty-second power—that is, a one with twenty-two zeros after it, or one hundred billion times one hundred billion—grains of sand. “One hundred billion times one hundred billion—that’s how many times I think of you,” God says. “You are always on My mind and on My heart. And as I think of you, My thoughts toward you are of peace, to give you an expected end.”

During one of our “Prophecy Update” retreats, I sent the retreatants out on the grounds of the retreat center to contemplate Revelation 6 through 19. My daughter was there—as she seemed to always be—and when everyone gathered to share insights, she said, “Dad, I noticed the seven bowl judgments correspond perfectly with the seven sayings of Christ on the Cross as He absorbed the judgment that should have been ours.” That’s the way Jessie was. She loved the Word and she loved the Lord.

Thus, at 6:30 A.M., as I sat toward the back of the sanctuary during morning worship a few weeks later, it was no surprise to see my daughter walk in and sit toward the front. After a few worship songs, the worship leader invited folks to lead out in prayer. Several people prayed and then my daughter stood up and said, “Lord, I thank You for the promise in Your Word that the thoughts You think toward us are thoughts of peace and not of evil, to bring us to a glorious end.” Jessie didn’t know the personal relevance of that verse to me. But Rick, the worship leader, understood and immediately penned a song, which he sang that morning during Communion. After kneeling at the Communion Table, Jessie walked up the aisle, smiled at me, and gave me a “thumbs up” sign as she headed off to school.

Twenty minutes later, one of the pastors came in the sanctuary and said, “Jon, there’s been a wreck. It’s a yellow Volkswagen. We’re not sure yet, but we think it’s Jessie.”

“No,” I said. “That can’t be. I’ve already been through this once.”

I jumped in my car and raced home, thinking it was a mistake. But as I walked in the door and saw Tammy, I knew it wasn’t. One of the first at the scene of the accident, my seventeen-year-old son, Peter-John walked in a few minutes later, sobbing. “She found the Man, Dad. She found the Man,” he said.

You see, the night before, Jessie, Christy, and I were talking about boyfriends and marriage. “Jessie,” I said, “you need to find someone who can lead you spiritually—not just a Christian guy, not just someone who loves the Lord, but someone who can lead you in His ways.”

Quick-witted as always, Jessie said, “Where am I going to find that man, Dad? I mean, if I went to a good church, I’d have a chance, but…”

I cracked up and said, “Jessie, you’ll find him. Just don’t settle for anything less than a man who can lead you in the ways of God.”

Having heard part of this conversation, Peter-John knew she had found the One who could truly lead her.

Every January, our high school youth group kids write letters to themselves containing their goals for the upcoming year. The following January these letters are mailed so the kids can see how the Lord has worked in their lives the previous year. Two months after Jessie went to heaven, there was such a letter in our mailbox addressed to her. Understandably, with hundreds of letters, no one thought to pull hers out. As tears flowed, Tammy and I opened it to find the question: If Jesus could do one thing for you in 1994, what would it be? Like her father, Jessie was never at a loss for words. Therefore, it was surprising to see her answer was only five words long. It read “To take me to heaven.”

Leader of her school and youth group, cheerleader, and straight-A student, Jessie loved life. But she had a greater Love than life—she loved Jesus immensely. I’m sure Jessie was thinking about the Rapture, but the Lord saw her heart and had a private rapture just for her, and did indeed bring her to an expected, glorious end.

Precious brother and sister, even if you feel like you’re being held captive in Babylon, even if you feel as though you’re walking through a foreign land, even if you wonder what’s happening in your job, your marriage, your life—embrace the promise of the One who spoke peace even to a people who ignored and rebelled against Him. He’s bringing you to an expected end, dear people of God. You might not see it now, but His thoughts toward you are truly of peace, to bring you to an expected end—to bring you to Himself.




 

Chapter 30
 

Jeremiah 30:1–3
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book. For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.

Here in chapter 30, the Lord says He will bring both Israel and Judah out of captivity and back to the land He had given their fathers. When the Jews came out of Babylon in 520 B.C., led by Ezra and then Nehemiah, they were all from Judah. Israel was carried away by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and never returned. So what does the Lord mean when He says Israel shall return? I believe He is speaking of the return taking place in our own day as Jews from all over the world have been returning to Israel since its rebirth as a nation in 1948.

Jeremiah 30:4–7
 

And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.

“The time of Jacob’s trouble” refers to the Tribulation period, the seven-year period seen in Revelation 6 through 19 when the world will experience the most brutal days and blood times it’s ever known. Fires will devour one-third of the land. One-hundred-pound hailstones will pelt the planet. Men will want to commit suicide but will be unable to take their own lives. This is referred to specifically as the time of Jacob’s trouble because through it, Israel will finally come to her senses and realize Jesus is her Messiah.

Jeremiah 30:8, 9
 

For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them.

Since the time of their captivity, there has not been a descendant of David upon the throne of Israel. Therefore, the reference here is to the Son of David, the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who will rule and reign in the kingdom age, following the Tribulation.

Jeremiah 30:10–15
 

Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid. For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished. For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous. There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines. All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased. Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee.

Both in their Babylonian captivity and the time of tribulation yet to come, God’s hand of correction upon His people is heavy because their sin and sorrow could be cured in no other way.

Jeremiah 30:16, 17
 

Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey. For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.

Babylon would fall to the Medes and Persians. In the end times, the nations that seek to destroy Israel will themselves be destroyed at the battle of Armageddon.

Jeremiah 30:18, 19
 

Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on his dwellingplaces; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof. And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

As seen in the Book of Nehemiah, Jerusalem would indeed be rebuilt following the captivity. Of course, ultimately, it will be from Jerusalem that Jesus will reign during the Millennium.

Jeremiah 30:20–22
 

Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them. And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD. And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Following their release from Babylon, the Jews would be overseen no longer by a foreign power but by one of their own in the persons of Nehemiah and Zerubbabel. In the kingdom age, it will be one of their own—the Son of David—who will sit upon the throne.

Jeremiah 30:23, 24
 

Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.

At the completion of the chastening of His own people, God deals with those outside the family of faith.

Chapter 31
 

Jeremiah 31:1–3
 

At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest. The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

God doesn’t tell His people that He will love them with an everlasting love once they learn their lesson in Babylon and put away their idols. He says He loved them all along and that His love would have no end. The steadfast, everlasting love of God is truly unfathomable. After all, it wasn’t when we were broken and humble before Him, but while we were sinners that Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). Paul prayed that we might know the breadth, length, depth, and height of the love of God. But even as he wrote, he realized this prayer can’t truly be answered because the incredible, steadfast, everlasting love of God is more than we can ever understand (Ephesians 3:18, 19).

Jeremiah 31:4–6
 

Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things. For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.

The immediate reference is to Judah’s return from Babylon. But the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy will take place in the kingdom age—when all of God’s people will join together in worshiping Him.

Jeremiah 31:7–9
 

For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Both at the beginning of their long history with idolatry and at the end, neither the Lord’s love nor His plan for His people wavered. Thus, He would make for them a way back to Him. The only thing that could prevent this would be their own hesitancy.

“Follow me,” Jesus said.


“Let me first bury my father,” came the reply.

“Follow me,” Jesus said.

“Let me first say goodbye,” answered another (Luke 9:59–62).

God’s promise to His people in Jeremiah’s day was that, as He had done for them seven hundred years earlier when He led them from Egypt, He would lead the way, make straight the path, provide water, and nourishment for them. The only thing they had to do was follow. Jesus called His own to do this as well, but their ties to this world rendered the majority too blind and lame to do so.

He calls you to follow Him today. Don’t allow any seeming infirmity or inability to stand in your way. Make the first step and you’ll find yourself walking by “rivers of water in a straight way”—and you’ll stumble no more.

Jeremiah 31:10–14
 

Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.

While the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy won’t take place until Jesus rules and reigns during the Millennium, it would be partially fulfilled each time the Jews gathered together during the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

Jeremiah 31:15
 

Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.

The immediate reference is to the weeping and mourning that took place when mothers and children were separated at the time of the Babylonian captivity. The prophetic reference was to the Jewish babies that were killed by Herod when Jesus was born (Matthew 2:16).

Jeremiah 31:16–19
 

Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border. I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.

Here we see the work and fruit of repentance—both of which come directly from the hand of God. Repentance has been defined simply as a change of direction. The repentant individual thought one way, now thinks another; he was headed one way, now is headed in the opposite direction. “Turn thou me,” Ephraim prays, “and I shall be turned.” We don’t have to work up any emotional fervor to be repentant. We don’t have to wait until we are at our wits’ end or on our last leg to be repentant. Even as the father of the demonized boy said through his tears to Jesus, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24), we can join Ephraim and say, “Turn thou me, Lord, and I shall be turned.”

Jeremiah 31:20–25
 

Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD. Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities. How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness. And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks. For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul.

Compared to the strength of Assyria and Babylon, even though God’s people might have seemed as weak as a woman, they would one day return to their land in the strength of the Lord.

Jeremiah 31:26
 

Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me.

“I have dreamed, I have dreamed,” Jeremiah said (23:25) and apparently, this glorious rebuilding of Israel was another prophecy given to him in a dream.

Jeremiah 31:27
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast.

Upon their return to the land, God would cause both man and livestock to “be fruitful and multiply.”

Jeremiah 31:28
 

And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah’s call was “to root out and to pull down and to destroy and to throw down, to build, and to plant” (1:10). Prior to the captivity, it was all about the first four. But when His people returned, God would institute the last two.

Jeremiah 31:29, 30
 

In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.

No more would the children be punished for the sins of the fathers. There was to be a new beginning, a new chapter, a New Covenant…

Jeremiah 31:31–34
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

Not only would God bless His people nationally, but He would bless them personally by writing His will on their hearts individually.

For topical study on Jeremiah 31:31–34, see “The New Covenant.” 

Jeremiah 31:35–37
 

Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

As unchanging as His laws of nature, so is God’s commitment to His people.

Jeremiah 31:38–40
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath. And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.

The boundaries given here signify that the rebuilt Jerusalem would be significantly larger than it originally was. Not only that, but it would stand forever. Thus, this is a prophecy concerning the kingdom yet to come during the Millennium.

 
 

THE NEW COVENANT

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 31:31–34


Jeremiah 31 is one of the most powerful passages in the book of Jeremiah, for it explains to us the New Covenant. A covenant is basically an agreement or contract. The Old Covenant is the Law—rules, regulations, and standards given to the people concerning how they should live and behave. But, because His people broke the Old Covenant and didn’t walk in His ways, the Lord speaks of doing something new with His people. Did the Lord change His mind and decide to dump the Old Covenant because He was surprised it didn’t work? No. Paul tells us that the primary purpose of the Old Covenant, the Law, was to be a schoolmaster to drive us to Jesus—to make us realize we can’t keep our end of the old agreement (Galatians 3:24). It was as if God said, “If you think you can make it without a Savior, here’s the standard.…” The purpose of the Old Covenant is to show prideful people like you and me that we desperately need a Savior. The Old Covenant is to show us our imperfections, a mirror to show us our sin and corruption. That was the purpose of the Old Covenant all along.

The New Covenant speaks prophetically of what will happen when Israel acknowledges that Jesus is Lord in the Millennium. Yet, although it deals with Israel prophetically, it also deals with salvation for us presently (Hebrews 8, 12). Once we learn that we’re sinners in need of a Savior, the Lord says, “Here is the New Covenant, the new agreement.”

There are three basic components to the New Covenant: a new heart, a new part, and a new start…

A New Heart


But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Jeremiah 31:33


No longer would God’s Law be external rules written on stone tablets. Rather, something new would happen internally. He would write His will, His desires, not on cold stone but on warm hearts.

Ezekiel clarifies this further…

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
Ezekiel 36:26


Even without the Gospels or Paul’s epistles, the early church turned the world upside down because they understood the New Covenant—the Lord speaking in their hearts as to what they should do moment by moment. When Paul’s epistles and the Gospels were eventually circulated, they confirmed what the Lord had already spoken in their hearts.

All too often, instead of listening to our hearts, we follow only the letter of the New Testament and miss the power thereof. The Bible becomes a legalistic burden. The light is gone. The joy evaporates. And we wonder why we don’t see the Lord working or moving in our lives. We miss the dynamic, the understanding that Jesus Christ lives in us and will write daily upon our hearts what we should be doing. The Bible is not to take the place of the New Covenant, the new work of the Lord in our hearts. Rather, it is to confirm what the Lord is speaking. Otherwise, we’ll become dry, legalistic believers. We’ll miss the excitement, the adventure of the Christian experience, the anointing of the Holy Ghost. Yet, as Elijah discovers, His is a still small voice (1 Kings 19:12).

Why doesn’t the Lord speak to us audibly? Why doesn’t He do something spectacular and unmistakable? Because not only is Jesus preparing a place for us (John 14:2), but He’s also preparing us for the place. That is, He’s stripping us of our dependence upon the physical and material world. He wants us to hear with the ears of the spirit, to see with the eyes of the spirit.

I believe the church would expand exponentially if Christians would simply obey when the Holy Spirit says, “Talk to him. Give to her. Love them.” He’ll show us things about our kids so that we can minister effectively to them. He’ll show us things about ourselves that we need to correct. He’ll give us insight how to witness to those who seem so closed to the gospel. God has given us the written Word to correct us when we’re not hearing Him clearly and to confirm what He speaks to us. Thus, it’s not a matter of dos and don’ts, but of confirmation and correction—of the Word written on paper working in tandem with His will written on our hearts.

A New Part


And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD…
Jeremiah 31:34 (a)


Under the Old Covenant, only the priests could stand in the presence of the Lord. They, in turn, would share the heart of the Lord with the people. Thus, the priesthood stood between the Lord and His people. But when Peter came on the scene and said all believers are part of a chosen generation, a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), it was clear that hierarchies and different levels of spirituality were obliterated. No longer was it only one or two men who spoke for the Lord. Now every believer had something to offer.

We must guard against the idea of spiritual hierarchy—that some people have a hotline to heaven. Everyone has a part to play. In fact, Jesus often came in the most unexpected way at the most unexpected time through the most unexpected person to give understanding and revelation…

• The storm was raging, the wind was blowing, the waves were beating against the boat carrying the disciples. As they struggled against the storm, suddenly they saw a figure walking on the water toward them. They were afraid it was a ghost. But it was Jesus (Matthew 14).

• Wanting to know where her Lord was buried, Mary asked the man she assumed to be the gardener. Yet when He spoke her name, she finally recognized that He whom she sought was standing right before her (John 20).

• A couple of travelers were walking on the road to Emmaus. Although Jesus had been crucified, rumors were floating around that He had been resurrected. As these travelers discussed these things, a stranger came up beside them and walked with Him. He began to open the Word and expound the Scriptures to them. Then He broke bread with them—and they realized it was the Lord (Luke 24).

Just as the disciples mistook Jesus for a ghost, the Lord can come to us through the person we think we can see right through. Just as Mary mistook Him for a gardener, He can speak to us through the person doing what the world thinks of as menial labor. Just as the travelers mistook Him for a stranger, He can reveal Himself to us through people from outside our own familiar circle. Everyone has a part to play. We can all be used by God. Therefore, it is the wise woman, the wise man who does not discount any brother or sister as being simply a ghost, a gardener, or a stranger. Keep your antennae up and remain open to all in order that you might hear God’s voice and know His heart.

A New Start


…for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
Jeremiah 31:34 (b)


My dad was an absolutely fabulous father who put up with a frequently flaky son. When I was nineteen years old and serving as a youth pastor, I needed transportation because the car I was driving, a 1961 Ford Falcon, had finally died. My dad gave me the family car, a 1966 Buick Skylark. I drove it for a couple months—but my heart wasn’t in it because what I really wanted was a Volkswagen. When a friend of mine decided to sell his VW Beetle, I wanted to buy it, but didn’t have the money. So I told my dad about it. When my dad graciously bought back the Skylark from me, I used the money to buy my friend’s 1968 red Beetle—complete with sun roof and tape deck. When the VW engine blew out, however, I went to my dad again and said, “Dad, the Volkswagen’s in trouble.”

“You can use the Skylark,” he said.

I did—until a left-turn signal light post seemed to pop up out of nowhere, causing me to hit it, thereby totaling the car.

“Pops?” I said from a payphone. “Remember the Skylark? It’s smashed.”

Here, my dad had given me his car, bought it back from me, loaned it again to me—and I totaled it. Yet he never made a big deal about it. My dad was that way, one of the most merciful, gentle men I’ve ever known. I’m so thankful for that kind of dad because, among other reasons, when I began to hear teachings about the fatherhood of God, it was easy for me to think of my heavenly Father as being full of mercy and compassion.

My dad and I laughed about the Skylark, but neither of us ever forgot it. This is where our heavenly Father is totally unique. God alone has the ability to say, “I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.” As far as the east is from the west, that’s how far your sins and iniquities are from the Lord (Psalm 103:12). How far is the east from the west? It’s immeasurable. That means when I go before my Father and say, “Forgive me, I lost my temper again,” He says, “Again?” There is a continual new start in the New Covenant.

How can this be? Suppose a young man is cruising down the streets at 105 mph. He’s pulled over and cited for speeding and reckless driving. The next day, when he appears before the judge, however, he can’t believe his good fortune—for there, behind the bench sits his father. He knows he’ll be in trouble, but surely his father will see him through. The case is presented. The judgment is about to be rendered. The judge clears his throat and orders the defendant to rise. So his son stands up, sure that it won’t be too bad—until he hears his dad say, “For your recklessness endangering yourself and others, you must pay $5,000 or spend five years in prison.” The son’s eyes widen. His jaw drops. His voice breaks. “But Dad,” he says, “I don’t have nearly that much money.”

And the judge looks at the defendant and says, “In this courtroom, young man, justice will prevail. You broke the law. The price must be paid.”

At that moment, the judge stands up, removes his judicial robe, and steps down to stand behind his son. “As a judge,” he says, “I fine you fairly. But as a father, I’m here to help you in love and mercy.” So saying, he takes out his own checkbook and writes a check for $5,000, gives it to the bailiff, and father and son walk out of the courtroom together.

Justice was served. The price was paid. The same father who judged the wrongdoer became a savior to him when he walked off the platform and paid the price for his sin. That’s exactly what God did for me. He is a holy, awesome God who will be just, who will not wink at sin, who will not compromise His character by ignoring the sin He knows destroys people and all creation. But, as Paul declared, great is the mystery of godliness that God was manifest in the flesh (1 Timothy 3:16). God became a Man. He stepped down from heaven and died for us on the Cross of Calvary. The sentence was served. The price was paid. And we go free.

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Romans 5:1


The Greek word translated “justification” is dikaioo. It’s a legal term, meaning not only pardoned but righteous. If someone is accused of a crime and pardoned, he can walk the streets a free man. But he could still feel ashamed by anyone who knew the situation. If, however, he is not only pardoned but declared to be a man of sterling character, an honor to the country, a model citizen, he could walk with confidence. That’s what God declares us to be. We are not only forgiven, we are declared righteous.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ…
2 Corinthians 5:17, 18 (a)


Through the New Covenant, God gives us a new heart upon which He writes His will. He gives us a new part—a call to each of us to do His will. And He gives us a new start because, in His sight, we are justified. As a result, we are new creatures.

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
Romans 8:31


God is for us. He’s not down on us, not disappointed in us, not angry with us. Because of the New Covenant, He is truly for us. Oh, happy day!




 

Chapter 32
 

In the thirty-second chapter of Jeremiah, we have before us a beautiful illustration of the working of faith…

Jeremiah 32:1–3
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house. For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;

Hoping that Jerusalem would capitulate, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had already positioned his troops for the siege upon the city that would last nearly a year. The prophecy here in chapter 32 was given at the beginning of the siege—one year before Jerusalem would not only fall but be destroyed. Although Jeremiah had been prophesying for years that judgment was imminent, the people of Judah chose to believe the prophets who spoke only of peace.

Jeremiah 32:4–7
 

And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes; And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper? And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it.

In this bleak situation notice first the conceiving of faith. During this dark time, a spark was ignited in the heart of Jeremiah. A thought was implanted in his mind. A word was given to his inner man. The conceiving of faith was audacious, illogical, seemingly insane, for even as the city was about to be destroyed, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Buy your cousin’s field.”

Jeremiah 32:8
 

So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.

Here, we see the confirmation of faith. In verse 7, the Lord told Jeremiah his cousin would offer to sell him his field. When his cousin did just that, Jeremiah knew he had indeed heard the word of the Lord.

This greatly encourages me because sometimes I have difficulty discerning the word of the Lord in my heart. But if Jeremiah did, as well, I am in good company. Sometimes we will have impressions in our hearts or thoughts in our minds. The conceiving of faith will take place. Jeremiah shows us it is the wise individual, however, who will wait for confirmation before he goes out with bold proclamation.

Jeremiah 32:9–15
 

And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances. So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open: And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. And I charged Baruch before them, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.

Third, we see the clarifying of faith. The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah again in verse 15 and he realized that his purchase was to serve as an illustration to the people that houses, fields, and vineyards would once again be possessed in the land, that their captivity would be temporary, that they would return. Often, clarification comes only after initiation. That is, it wasn’t until Jeremiah bought the field that the Lord told him why he was to do so.

Because we are to walk by faith and not by sight, the Lord often says, “Do what I tell you to do and, as you walk down the road, as time passes, as events unfold, you’ll see My reason.” Don’t miss what God wants to do in your life by refusing to obey until you see the reason. Step out in faith, and leave the timing and the reason up to Him.

Jeremiah 32:16–25
 

Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying, Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee: Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name, Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings: Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day; And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror; And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them: Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. And thou hast said unto me, O Lord GOD, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.

Having already gone through the conceiving of faith, the confirming of faith, the clarifying of faith, Jeremiah now comes to the questioning of faith. “Lord,” he says, “You’re great and kind and full of love. But we have a problem. There are horses outside these city walls and there are soldiers sharpening their swords.”

Confusion once again enters the heart of Jeremiah. Can you relate to this? You’re sure the Lord has directed something. It’s been confirmed. You gain understanding about it—but then you begin to see the opposition and difficulties. And once again, you start questioning, worrying, wondering.

Jeremiah 32:26, 27
 

Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?

In verse 17, Jeremiah said, “There’s nothing too hard for Thee, Lord.” And now, in answer to his anxiety, the Lord repeats the very prayer he prayed previously. That is one of the primary purposes of prayer. In prayer, we often find ourselves articulating the very answers we need. Sometimes we find solutions to our situation as a result of prayer. But more often than not, we gain insight and find answers in the act of prayer itself. Here, the very prayer Jeremiah prayed is the answer the Lord gave back to him as the answer to his confusion.

Jeremiah 32:28–31
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it: And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LORD. For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face,

Even as Solomon completed the building of Jerusalem, he was the first king to practice idolatry.

Jeremiah 32:32–34
 

Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction. But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it.

Setting their idols in the temple could be seen in no other way than as an act of defiance, provoking God to anger, almost daring Him to act.

Jeremiah 32:35
 

And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

In 7:31, the Lord said it hadn’t entered His heart that children should be sacrificed. Here, He says such an idea never entered His mind. How low does one have to go to go beyond that which the Creator of the universe could possibly conceive?

Jeremiah 32:36–38
 

And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence; Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:

God reiterates that the deportation of His people would be temporary, that He would bring them back.

Jeremiah 32:39
 

And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:

“I’m doing this for their good,” God says. Perhaps you feel carried away tonight. The bill collectors are calling. The lab reports are coming. Maybe the divorce papers are arriving. But the Lord would remind you—just as He did His people in Jeremiah’s day—that what He allows is for your good, to bring you to the place where you might have a single heart, a right heart. Everything God does is with this in mind.

Jeremiah 32:40, 41
 

And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.

That God would plant His people assuredly meant He would plant them deeply, in stability (Amos 9:15).

Jeremiah 32:42–44
 

For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD.

God’s promise of blessing is as sure to be fulfilled as His promise of chastening.

Chapter 33
 

Jeremiah 33:1–3
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying, Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name; Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.

What a promise to a people in distress: “Call Me and I’ll show you things you never would have known otherwise.”

Jeremiah 33:4, 5
 

For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword; They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city.

Why would God allow such destruction to such a degree that the nation would be filled with the dead bodies of His own people? The following verses tell us…

Jeremiah 33:6–8
 

Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

Death would result in life. “Except a seed die, it cannot bring forth fruit,” Jesus said (see John 12:24). A generation had to die before God’s people could experience new life in the Promised Land. In Jeremiah’s day, some of God’s people would die by the sword, famine, pestilence, or while in captivity. But their deaths would result in life for the remainder of His people, freeing them at last from the grip of idolatry. No wonder Paul would say, “I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31). Without death, there can be no life (Matthew 10:39).

Jeremiah 33:9–11
 

And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it. Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast, The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.

“I’m tearing down that I might build up,” the Lord had said (1:10). And He does the same thing in our lives. Things must be torn down that He might build something wonderful. When a believer understands this, he can embrace the seasons of tearing down. He can say, “Things are falling apart. Things are falling down. But, Lord, I’m trusting that what You are doing because of Your goodness and mercy will ultimately be a huge blessing for me and for those around me.”

Jeremiah 33:12–15
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land.

The word “Branch” is capitalized because it refers to Jesus Christ. The Offshoot of David, the Descendant of David is coming. When He comes again, He will execute judgment and righteousness in the land. A person doesn’t have to be a very astute observer to see that this world lacks justice and equity. Things just aren’t right. But when Jesus comes back, they will be.

Jeremiah 33:16
 

In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.

Not only will the Lord be called The Lord our righteousness, but the city itself—the people who dwell around the Lord will also bear His name.

Jeremiah 33:17–21
 

For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually. And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers.

David’s Son is going to reign forever. This, of course, refers to the Son of David, Christ Jesus. And that promise is ironclad. “Unless you can break My promise of day and night, My promise to David is sure,” the Lord declares.

Jeremiah 33:22
 

As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.

Interestingly, scientists have estimated the number of stars in the universe: one hundred billion times one hundred billion. Scientists have also estimated that the grains of sand are that number, as well.

Jeremiah 33:23–26
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before them. Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.

The people who thought God had cast off Judah and Israel couldn’t have been more mistaken. Again, God calls upon nature itself as measure of His everlasting commitment to His people.

Chapter 34
 

Jeremiah 34:1–3
 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire: And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.

Here, the Lord told Jeremiah that Zedekiah would speak face to face with Nebuchadnezzar before he would be carried captive to Babylon. Yet Ezekiel prophesied that Zedekiah would never see Babylon (12:12, 13). Is this a contradiction? The answer is given in 2 Kings 25:4 and 5, where we read that when Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem, he captured Zedekiah who was trying to dig out of a wall and run for his life. He poked our Zedekiah’s eyes and carried a blind Zedekiah to Babylon. Thus, Zedekiah saw the king face to face and went to Babylon, but, as Ezekiel prophesied, he never saw Babylon.

Jeremiah 34:4–9
 

Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword: But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for I have pronounced the word, saith the LORD. Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, When the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah. This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them; That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother.

The first judicial law given to the children of Israel upon their release from bondage in Egypt prohibited the people from holding longer than seven years their brothers and sisters who, due to debt or distress, were slaves.

Jeremiah 34:10, 11
 

Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go. But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids.

During the Babylonian siege, Zedekiah proclaimed that every man should free his Hebrew slaves. While everyone agreed initially, they all changed their minds eventually.

Jeremiah 34:12–17
 

Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying, At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear. And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name: But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom ye had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.

Because Zedekiah and the people broke the covenant they had made concerning freeing the Hebrew slaves, sword, pestilence, and hardship would be free to do their work upon them.

The Lord set us free. He released us from the penalty of every sin in our lives. Therefore, we are to forgive others. And sometimes we do that for awhile. But then we remember what he said about us or what she did to us and, like Zedekiah, we change our minds and back into our debt they go.

Jesus told a parable of a man who was released from a two-million dollar debt. But when he found someone who owed him a few dollars, he demanded to be paid on the spot. When the king heard about this, he brought the man before him and said, “I released you of a two-million dollar debt. Yet you demand payment of a man who only owes you a few dollars? You’re going to prison and you won’t get out until you have paid every penny” (Matthew 18). How could the man earn money in prison to pay his debt? He couldn’t. There was only one way out of prison: he had to die.

How will you get out of the prison of bitterness and judgment, depression and criticism? There’s only one way out: die. Die to yourself and your disappointments, your disillusionment and discouragement and say, “Lord, I’ve been forgiven so much. Help me to die to what others have said about me or done to me.”

This is so important because bunches of us are in prison right now mentally and spiritually because we’ve brought back into bondage people we once forgave. Whether it’s a girlfriend, a husband, a boss, or a neighbor, truly forgive them and resist the temptation to bind them again.

Jeremiah 34:18–22
 

And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof, The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf; I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth. And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which are gone up from you. Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant.

In addition to being freed from the grip of idolatry, their seventy-year captivity in Babylon would be a natural consequence of the failure of God’s people to free their brothers and sisters, both as they had promised and as God had commanded.

Chapter 35
 

Jeremiah 35:1–10
 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites; And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door: And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers. Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters; Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed: But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us.

The Rechabites were descendants of Rechab, another name for Jethro, who was the father-in-law of Moses. Three hundred years before this event, one of the sons of Rechab named Jonadab called his sons together and said, “Boys, this life isn’t where it’s at. Don’t build houses. Don’t plant vineyards. Don’t drink wine. Don’t live for this world. Rather, live as pilgrims and strangers here and you’ll be blessed.” Three hundred years later, the Rechabites are brought into the temple, wine is set before them, and what do they say? They say, “We don’t care what your prophets are telling us. We don’t care if it happens in the sanctuary. Three hundred years ago, we made a promise that we wouldn’t do this.” For three hundred years, generation after generation passed, yet the Rechabites kept their promise. And even in the temple, they wouldn’t break it.

Jeremiah 35:11–17
 

But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem. Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD. The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me. I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me. Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me: Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered.

Like Jonadab, God told His people how to live life successfully. But, unlike Jonadab’s descendants, God’s people ignored Him.

Jeremiah 35:18, 19
 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.

I call your attention to this passage because it shows the dynamic of discipline. There’s a dynamic about making a firm commitment to certain values, of saying, “I will not do this. Period.” As the days, weeks, months, and years go by, you will find yourself so strong in that thing that it will no longer be a temptation for you. But if you make allowances, you’ll never be like the Rechabites. You’ll struggle with the same sin over and over again.

Whatever the area of temptation, the one who stands before the Lord in victory is the one who says, “No.” Open the door a bit and things start falling apart. Those who never decide what the lines are will fall continually. I’m not talking about legalism. I’m talking about wisdom. The Rechabites stood by their conviction and God honored them greatly.

Chapter 36
 

Jeremiah 36:1–4
 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.

The Word was given to Jeremiah, who then dictated it to a man named Baruch. In this, we see an interesting illustration of inspiration—how the Bible came into being. The Lord’s Word was revealed to Jeremiah. Jeremiah, in turn, related it to Baruch, who actually wrote the words down on parchment. This is a picture of the way inspiration works. Whether it be Jeremiah or John, Peter or Paul, the Word of the Lord was revealed to these men. It was revealed then recorded and finally regarded as God’s Word.

Some people have a problem with this process. “What if Jeremiah made a mistake in sensing God’s heart or hearing His voice?” they ask. “What if Baruch wasn’t listening carefully and wrote something down wrong? Can it truly be regarded as the Word of God?”

We could talk about the scientific accuracy of the Bible. Although it is not a book of science, when it does speak of science, it is absolutely accurate. Or we could talk about the archaeological confirmations of the Word. The Bible talks about cities and civilizations whose existence scholars denied for years that were eventually verified by the archaeologist’s spade. We could talk about the Bible’s miraculous unity—the fact that there are sixty-six individual books united in theme, message, and philosophy yet written over a period of fifteen hundred years.

We could talk about science and archaeology, unity and history—but it all gets down to one simple question. Is God who He says He is? If God is omnipotent, a Father who cares about His children, a King who is concerned about His kingdom, do you think that if mistakes were made when the Bible was either being penned or compiled that He was powerless to do anything about it? If God is a Father who loves us and wants to communicate with us, and if He chose to do it through a book, don’t you think He would have safeguarded the writing and compilation processes?

Jeremiah 36:5–8
 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD: Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD’s house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD’s house.

Forbidden to go to the temple, Jeremiah sent Baruch with the message in hope yet again that the people would respond and turn to the Lord.

Jeremiah 36:9–13
 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house, in the ears of all the people. When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD, Then he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.

Although the people heard the Word directly, apparently the religious leaders didn’t feel their attendance was necessary. Oh, what a subtle danger this is for us who have walked with the Lord for awhile. We can find ourselves thinking that only new believers need to take in the Word consistently, that only baby Christians need to grow in the Lord.

In Acts 18, we see Aquila and Priscilla in the synagogue, listening to a man named Apollos expound the Scripture. Even though Aquila and Priscilla were well-versed in the things of the Spirit, they were in attendance nonetheless. And the Lord used them powerfully. “Forsake not the assembling of yourselves,” the writer to the Hebrews would caution (10:25). And this word applies to seasoned believers as well as to those new in the faith.

Jeremiah 36:14–16
 

Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words.

The leaders sent for Baruch to read the Word of the Lord to them—but when they heard it, they were afraid.

Jeremiah 36:17–19
 

And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book. Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.

Knowing how Jehoiakim would respond to this prophecy of destruction and devastation, the leaders advised Jeremiah and Baruch to hide for their own safety.

Jeremiah 36:20, 21 (a)
 

And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll…

The leaders gave Jehoiakim an abridged version of Jeremiah’s prophecy. But he wanted to read it for himself.

Jeremiah 36:21 (b)–23
 

…and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

When Jehoiakim heard the powerful prophecies of Jeremiah, he took out his knife and began to cut up the scroll containing them. Then he tossed the pieces into the fire.

“The Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword,” the writer to the Hebrews declares (4:12). Yet, rather than allowing the Word to make the cuts that could have resulted in peace, Jehoiakim cut the Word into pieces.

“His Word was in mine heart as a burning fire,” Jeremiah declared (20:9). Yet, rather than allowing the heat of the Word to purify him, Jehoiakim tossed it into the fire.

Oh, that we would be like Josiah, who, when the Word was brought to him, rent his clothes, so deeply did it impact him (2 Kings 22:11). Otherwise, we’ll be like Jehoiakim and, bit by bit, cut it out of our lives altogether.

Jeremiah 36:24
 

Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.

My ignoring the Word will not insulate me from the repercussions of my sin any more than my denial of the laws of electricity will insulate me from the results of sticking my finger into a live socket.

Jeremiah 36:25–30
 

Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them. Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim the king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.

Not only would Jehoiakim die by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, but his son would be carried to a Babylonian prison.

Jeremiah 36:31, 32
 

And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.

“My Word shall not return void,” the Lord declared (see Isaiah 55:11).

“Though heaven and earth pass away, My words shall not pass away,” Jesus declared (see Matthew 24:35).

Therefore, Jehoiakim’s pen knife was little threat to the sword of the everlasting Word of God.

Chapter 37
 

In chapter 37, we come to Zedekiah, the final ruler of Judah before the Babylonians destroyed the capital city.

Jeremiah 37:1–3
 

And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah. But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah. And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us.

Like Jehoiakim before him, Zedekiah didn’t listen to the Word of the Lord. Yet he was aware that the situation was darkening. Thus, even though he didn’t want to hear God’s Word, he wanted God’s help.

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. Proverbs 28:9


If a person isn’t interested in hearing or heeding the Word, his prayers are an abomination because his prayers will be all mixed up. It’s only by spending time in the Word that we know how to pray.

Jeremiah 37:4, 5
 

Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison. Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.

When the Babylonians received word that their enemies, the Egyptians, were headed in their direction, they left their siege of Jerusalem to return home to do battle. The people in Jerusalem must have felt victorious, that the prophets who had prophesied peace must have been right all along.

Jeremiah 37:6–10
 

Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to inquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart. For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.

“What I have said still stands,” the Lord declares. “Even an army of wounded men would be able to destroy this city. My Word stands. There’s nothing you can do.”

Jeremiah 37:11–15
 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people. And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison.

With the siege temporarily lifted, Jeremiah returned to his hometown where, accused of being a traitor, he was thrown into prison.

Jeremiah 37:16, 17 (a)
 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days; Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD?…

When Zedekiah called him out of prison and asked if he had received any word from the Lord, how tempting it would have been for Jeremiah to save his own skin by telling him what he wanted to hear. But Jeremiah doesn’t compromise…

Jeremiah 37:17 (b)–21
 

…And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison? Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land? Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

Zedekiah is an individual who is struggling. He didn’t want to hear the Word of God, yet asked that prayer be made to God. He had a hard heart toward Jeremiah’s message, but a somewhat soft heart toward Jeremiah.

Chapter 38
 

Jeremiah 38:1–3
 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which shall take it.

“Your only hope is to leave the city and surrender to the Babylonians,” Jeremiah declared. “If you try to hang on to the city and defend it, you’ll die in the process—either by the sword, famine, or disease. God is working. Let His will be done.”

Jeremiah 38:4, 5
 

Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you.

Jeremiah was accused of weakening the morale of the country. Zedekiah told his accusers to do what they must to Jeremiah, just as Darius would reluctantly order Daniel to be thrown to the lions (Daniel 6) and as Pilate would reluctantly hand Jesus over to be crucified (Luke 23:4).

Jeremiah 38:6–9
 

Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin; Ebed-melech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake to the king, saying, My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.

Ebed-melech means “Servant of the king.” As an Ethiopian, Ebed-melech would have had no standing in the community. Yet, although he’s insignificant, he found a way to serve the king in a way that would be recorded in God’s Word and studied for all of history by God’s people. Ebed-melech, a person just like you and me, is recorded in the Word simply because he saw a man in need and wanted to help.

Jeremiah 38:10–13
 

Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

Ebed-melech went to the king and interceded on Jeremiah’s behalf. Then he gathered ropes and put rags around them so Jeremiah wouldn’t be bruised.

You might not be able to perform miracles. You might not have musical talent. You might not be an evangelist. You might feel like an Ethiopian, without anything to offer. But you can find a person in the pit—in your community, your school, your office. You can intercede on his behalf. Then you can do something to help him practically. You can pull him out of the pit…

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Galatians 6:1


Has there been someone who, seeing you were in a pit of some kind, found a way to do something, to say something, to share something that lifted you up? I’ve had those Ebed-melechs in my life and I thank God for them. Ask the Lord to show you someone in the pit, and God will honor your prayer.

Chapter 39
 

We come to the time when the city is actually being destroyed. The city that refused God, God refused.

Jeremiah 39:1, 2
 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up.

For two years, the besieging armies of the Babylonians wore down the people of Jerusalem. But finally, because God’s people were not broken before God, they were broken by men.

Jeremiah 39:3, 4
 

And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon. And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king’s garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain.

Because Zedekiah refused to walk in the light, he was forced to run for his life in the night.

Jeremiah 39:5–7
 

But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him. Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon.

As prophesied in 34:13 and Ezekiel 12:12 and 13, Zedekiah was brought before Nebuchadnezzar. Perhaps the last image Zedekiah saw before his eyes were put out was that of his sons being killed. The horrific effects of sin are sometimes unspeakable.

Jeremiah 39:8
 

And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem.

Chapter 39 is simply the proof that whatever a man sows, that shall he reap (Galatians 6:7). If you don’t forgive others, you will be bound yourself. If you refuse God, God will eventually refuse you. If you’re not broken before the Lord, you’ll be broken at the hand of man. If you refuse to see, you’ll end up blind.

“Be not deceived,” God warns. “What you sow, you’ll reap.” It might not happen for awhile—and this is where the problem arises. Zedekiah thought the coast was clear. Yes, the Babylonians had besieged his city, but when the Egyptians came, they left. So he thought he didn’t need to heed God’s message so carefully and repeatedly given. He thought he was an exception. The problem is, there are no exceptions.

Jeremiah 39:9, 10
 

Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the people that remained. But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.

Except for the poor people who remained, the Jews were marched hundreds of miles to Babylon.

Jeremiah 39:11–14

 

Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, saying, Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee. So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rab-saris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon’s princes; Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the people.

Although his own people had ignored Jeremiah’s words, Nebuchadnezzar had taken notice of them.

Jeremiah 39:15–18
 

Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee. But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the LORD.

Just as Rahab was spared when Jericho fell because she had assisted God’s people, so Ebed-melech would be spared when Jerusalem fell because he assisted God’s prophet.

“Blessed are the merciful,” Jesus said, “for they themselves receive mercy” (see Matthew 5:7). There can be no better reward—just ask Rahab and Ebed-melech.

Chapter 40
 

Jeremiah 40:1–3
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in chains among all that were carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away captive unto Babylon. And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The LORD thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place. Now the LORD hath brought it, and done according as he hath said: because ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you.

Overseeing the capture of the Jews, a Babylonian captain understood that sin was the reason for the plight of God’s people. In other words, he had a better perspective of what was happening than did the people of God. Unfortunately, this is not that unusual. “I find no fault in Him,” Pilate said, concerning our Lord (Luke 23:4). Thus, Pilate had a better perspective of Jesus than did the religious leaders of the day.

“Truly this was the Son of God,” declared the Roman centurion, even as God’s people were cursing Him (Matthew 27:54).

Jeremiah 40:4–6
 

And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come with me into Babylon, come; and I will look well unto thee: but if it seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold, all the land is before thee: whither it seemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither go. Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient unto thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go. Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the people that were left in the land.

The Babylonian captain offered Jeremiah asylum in Babylon. Jeremiah chose instead to dwell with the people in the land.

Jeremiah 40:7
 

Now when all the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed unto him men, and women, and children, and of the poor of the land, of them that were not carried away captive to Babylon;

When Nebuchadnezzar carried the Jews in chains back to Babylon, he also appointed a man named Gedaliah to govern those who remained in the land.

Jeremiah 40:8–12
 

Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men. And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware unto them and to their men, saying, Fear not to serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah to serve the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: but ye, gather ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye have taken. Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; Even all the Jews returned out of all places whither they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruits very much.

The Jews who were left in the land, as well as those who had fled to surrounding countries, gathered in Judah.

Jeremiah 40:13, 14
 

Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, And said unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not.

When Gedaliah received word that the king of Ammon had sent a man named Ishmael to assassinate him, he didn’t believe the report.

Jeremiah 40:15, 16
 

Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying, Let me go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know it: wherefore should he slay thee, that all the Jews which are gathered unto thee should be scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this thing: for thou speakest falsely of Ishmael.

Gedaliah was nice but naive. He didn’t believe anyone would want to harm him. He should have had a clue that what Johanan said was true because, throughout Scripture, Ishmael is a name always linked with the flesh (Galatians 4:23).

When you are tempted to give in to your flesh, Johanan and the captains will gather round you, saying, “Don’t be deceived. Ishmael is out to do you in. You can’t play around with sin without suffering severe consequences.” Paul would say we are to mortify the deeds of the flesh for, like Ishmael’s assignment in Jeremiah’s day, its only goal is to destroy us (Romans 8:13).

Chapter 41
 

Jeremiah 41:1–3
 

Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah. Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land. Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were found there, and the men of war.

Again, as a picture of the flesh, we see Ishmael posing as a friend to Gedaliah, only to destroy him.

Jeremiah 41:4–8
 

And it came to pass the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it, That there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even fourscore men, having their beards shaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the LORD. And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he went: and it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them, Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And it was so, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and the men that were with him. But ten men were found among them that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren.

Eighty men from the northern cities of Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria came to mourn the destruction of Jerusalem. Again, posing as a friend, Ishmael wept with them—only to slay all but ten of them. True to his nature, Ishmael spared ten not for mercy, but for money.

Jeremiah 41:9–12
 

Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men, whom he had slain because of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with them that were slain. Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of the people that were in Mizpah, even the king’s daughters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed to go over to the Ammonites. But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, Then they took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the great waters that are in Gibeon.

How I like Johanan. When he heard what happened to Gedaliah, he didn’t say, “I told him so.” He said, “Let’s go.”

Jeremiah 41:13–15
 

Now it came to pass, that when all the people which were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, then they were glad. So all the people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast about and returned, and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites.

Johanan and his men were able to rescue the captives of Ishmael. In this, I’m reminded of Abraham. Like Johanan, Abraham knew that Lot was in a dangerous situation in Sodom. But also, like Johanan, when Lot was carried away captive, Abraham didn’t chide him for his choice—he set out to rescue him. How I pray I would be that kind of man—one who is as ready to rescue as he is to warn.

Jeremiah 41:16–18
 

Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, all the remnant of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought again from Gibeon: And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter into Egypt, Because of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor in the land.

Up to this point, Johanan had done so well. Here, however, as we will see, he errs in thinking Egypt—a type of the world—would be a place of safety for him.

Chapter 42
 

Jeremiah 42:1–3
 

Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least even unto the greatest, came near, And said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the LORD thy God, even for all this remnant; (for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do behold us:) That the LORD thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do.

The remnant of Jews left in Judah came to Jeremiah and said, “We now realize you were right all along. Now please seek the Lord for us.”

Jeremiah 42:4–6
 

Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray unto the LORD your God according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the LORD shall answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from you. Then they said to Jeremiah, The LORD be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not even according to all things for the which the LORD thy God shall send thee to us. Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the LORD our God, to whom we send thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of the LORD our God.

Because the Jews had turned away from the Lord, they saw their city destroyed and their families carried away captive. Therefore, the remnant in Judah said, “We’ll do whatever the Lord says, for we have learned that in obeying the Lord’s voice it will be well with us.”

That’s God’s heart for you—not to burden you, not to restrict you, not to make your life miserable, but rather to make it wonderful.

Jeremiah 42:7
 

And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah.

That it took Jeremiah ten days to hear from the Lord both encourages and convicts me. It encourages me because I realize that even Jeremiah—a giant of the faith—didn’t have immediate understanding. But it convicts me because, all too often, if I don’t see a prayer answered in ten minutes, much less ten days, I tend to give up.

Jeremiah 42:8–10
 

Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the greatest And said unto them, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your supplication before him; If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, and not pull you down, and I will plant you, and not pluck you up: for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you.

Now that His people had been chastened, the Lord would implement the planting and the building process He had spoken of when He first commissioned Jeremiah (1:10).

Jeremiah 42:11, 12
 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the LORD: for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand. And I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land.

“Stay where you are. Don’t run away. Trust in the Lord.” That’s the direction God gave Jeremiah to give the people. But did they receive it? No. As we will see, they did just the opposite. Before we wonder how they could be so dumb, we must realize that man has the dangerous capability to justify almost anything. These people were no exception, for they evidently said, “Although we did say we’d do whatever God told us to do, under the circumstances, it’s much better for us to cruise down to Egypt. After all, Nebuchadnezzar is after us.”

Jeremiah 42:13–17
 

But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the LORD your God, Saying, No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and there will we dwell: And now therefore hear the word of the LORD, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there; Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall die. So shall it be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil that I will bring upon them.

The warning is clear: if these people went to Egypt, the very tragedy they sought to escape would fall upon them there.

Jeremiah 42:18–22
 

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into Egypt: and ye shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye shall see this place no more. The LORD hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have admonished you this day. For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the LORD your God, saying, Pray for us unto the LORD our God; and according unto all that the LORD our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it. And now I have this day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the LORD your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me unto you. Now therefore know certainly that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the place whither ye desire to go and to sojourn.

Jeremiah’s entire ministry consisted of speaking the Word of the Lord to the people—and then being ignored by the people. This chapter would be no different. Jesus said it is the foolish man who hears the Word and then fails to do it. We can take notes in our Bibles and underline verses—but if we don’t do what they say, we’re like a man who builds his house upon the sand. When the storm inevitably comes, the house collapses and great is the fall (Matthew 7:24–27).

“Take heed how ye hear,” Jesus said (Luke 8:18). When God speaks to you through a sermon, your morning devotions, a book, or a brother, He’s serious about what He’s saying. It’s not enough to write it in your journal, as commendable as that is. It needs to be enacted and obeyed.

Sometimes we think that because we’re hearing the Word, we’re obeying it. Not true. The people heard the Word from Jeremiah, but when it was revealed, they didn’t apply it. Therefore, the disaster they would experience in Egypt would not be the result of God judging them, but the result of a curse they brought upon themselves by not obeying the Word they heard.

Chapter 43
 

Jeremiah 43:1–4
 

And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking unto all the people all the words of the LORD their God, for which the LORD their God had sent him to them, even all these words, Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: the LORD our God hath not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there: But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry us away captives into Babylon. So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the LORD, to dwell in the land of Judah.

Even though they had asked Jeremiah to seek the Lord on their behalf, even though they promised that whatever the Lord said they would do, even though Jeremiah sought the Lord a full ten days, even though all of Jeremiah’s previous prophecies came to pass, the people accused him of lying, of being a tool in the hand of the Babylonians. The only thing more shocking than their stubborn ignorance is my own.

Jeremiah 43:5, 6
 

But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were returned from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; Even men, and women, and children, and the king’s daughters, and every person that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah.

Faithful beyond comprehension, Jeremiah remained with the people the Lord called him to serve.

Jeremiah 43:7
 

So they came into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: thus came they even to Tahpanhes.

In Scripture, Egypt is a type, or picture, of the world. Nine hundred years earlier, the Jews were in bondage for four hundred years in Egypt, working in the hot, blistering sun, watching their babies drowned, being beaten cruelly. And yet now they go back to Egypt—just like we’re tempted to do so often…

For topical study on Jeremiah 43:7, see “Mistaken Memories of Egypt.” 

Jeremiah 43:8 (a)
 

Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes…

Just as Jeremiah did not forsake the people, God did not forsake Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 43:8 (b)–13
 

…saying, Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah; And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace. He shall break also the images of Beth-shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire.

Jeremiah was told to hide large stones in the kiln at the entry of Pharaoh’s house and to tell God’s people that Nebuchadnezzar would one day set his throne upon them. In other words, the very man from whom they were fleeing would find them there.

Running will always be our ruin. “I need a new start,” we tell ourselves. “I need to leave the area, my husband, the church.” The fact, however, is that we don’t need a new start. We need a new heart. If God is leading you, everything will be done decently and in order. You won’t leave chaos and confusion behind you. Of Jesus it was said, “He hath done all things well” (Mark 7:37). And indeed He does.

 
 

MISTAKEN MEMORIES OF EGYPT

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 43:7


The average person uses one hundred ten gallons of water each day. Each flush of the toilet uses seven gallons. A ten-minute shower uses twenty-five to fifty gallons. The average bath requires thirty-six gallons. Washing dishes consumes thirty gallons. A hose uses five to ten gallons a minute. Washing your car takes one hundred eighty gallons of water. Washing machines use sixty gallons. Shaving with the tap running uses twenty gallons of water. Brushing your teeth consumes two gallons. A leaky faucet uses thirty to fifty gallons of water a day.

Our minds and memories are sort of like leaky faucets. A psychologist described the mind as being a continual leaky faucet. He said upwards of ninety percent of all we learn is forgotten within one week. The information, insights, observations you make are filed in your short term memory bank and forgotten within seven days. It just leaks out. No wonder we find ourselves acting like drips!

The people of Judah were certainly no exception. For thirty years, Jeremiah had been prophesying in the city, telling the people to repent, that the Lord would allow the Babylonians to come and destroy the city because God’s people persisted in their wickedness and rebellion. But, rather than listening to him, on several occasions, the people imprisoned him.

The day finally came when Nebuchadnezzar did indeed destroy the city. The temple was burned, the people were butchered. The king, Zedekiah, had his eyes poked out. Devastation and destruction were rampant. And now the people understood that Jeremiah was indeed a prophet of God. His words had come to pass. His prophecies had proven true. Therefore, the people left in the land turned to him and said, “Seek the Lord for us. Whatever you say, we’ll do it.”

For ten days, Jeremiah sought the Lord. At the end of ten days, he came back to the people and said, “Do not go through with the plans you have to flee across the border into Egypt. Instead, remain in the land.” Upon hearing this, the very people who had seen Jeremiah’s prophecies come to pass perfectly called him a liar and set their face toward Egypt. As people, we are incredibly dumb. No wonder the Bible likens us to sheep!

Whenever God’s people went into Egypt, they got into trouble. In Genesis 12 and 13, we read that, when there was a famine in the land, Abraham left Bethel and went into Egypt. The consequences were disastrous. It wasn’t until Abraham returned to Bethel and sought the Lord by building an altar that God spoke to him again. When the Jews were in bondage in Egypt for four hundred years, they were treated brutally and beaten constantly as slaves. Finally, they cried out, “God raise us up a deliverer.” And the Lord raised up a man named Moses.

When Moses led them out of Egypt, they were free at last. Yet within nine weeks after they were released from Egypt, the people were wishing for the melons, onions, and leeks they had there (Numbers 11:5). Melons, onions, and leeks were delicacies of the Egyptian culture, food for the nobles. The Jews, however, were slaves. Therefore, most probably the closest they got to those foods was to dream about them. For them, the reality of Egypt was death and back-breaking labor.

Nothing paralyzes us and neutralizes our walk faster than thinking we’re missing out on the old ways, the old gang, the old parties, the old pleasures we had before we were saved. Satan comes to us and whispers, “You don’t have to go all the way back, but you need to back up a bit from these new standards and priorities.” Then he begins to lie to us about our old life. He amplifies the pleasures but conveniently fails to remind us of the pain. He reminds us of the melons but keeps quiet about the misery.

Another man who went back was Peter. Oh, he didn’t go back to Egypt. Instead, he went back to fishing—not because he was missing out but because he felt he had messed up. Peter had denied Jesus and, therefore, felt unworthy to continue on with Him. So off he headed to the Sea of Galilee. And not only did he go, but a group of men went with him. That’s always the problem with going back to Egypt: invariably, we take others with us.

They fished all night, but caught absolutely nothing. Their venture was completely unfulfilling, unsatisfying, unprofitable. Meanwhile, Jesus was on the shore, watching them. “Children,” He called, “have you caught any fish?”

“No,” Peter replied.

“Cast your net on the other side,” Jesus said.

When they did, the net almost broke from so many fish.

John realized it was Jesus—and Peter immediately swam toward shore. No doubt when he got there, he remembered that, not only had he denied Him, but he had disobeyed Him by being on the sea rather than in Galilee (Matthew 28:7). Jesus, however, gave Peter some roasted fish—the very thing he had been looking for all along. Jesus didn’t condemn, rebuke, or preach to Peter. He simply served him. Then He recommissioned Peter to leave the boats and the nets and the boys behind and start serving Him again (John 21). As a result, it was only days later that Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost and preached so powerfully that 3,000 were saved (Acts 2:41).

“Leave Egypt, Peter,” Jesus said. And Peter did. So too, we have a decision to make: whether we’re going to step over the border of Egypt just a little bit—or whether we’re going to remain in Bethel with Abraham and Jerusalem with Jeremiah. We’re not missing out, gang. We’ve been freed to love the way we were meant to love, to live the way we were meant to live. Don’t turn back.




 

Chapter 44
 

Jeremiah 44:1–4
 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of Pathros, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein, Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers. Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate.

The Jews who had fled to Egypt for safety had seen the unmistakable effects of God’s judgment in Judah.

Jeremiah 44:5–10
 

But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods. Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day. Therefore now this saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and suckling, out of Judah, to leave you none to remain; In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off, and that ye might be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth? Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they have committed in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem? They are not humbled even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set before you and before your fathers.

In Egypt, the Jews practiced idolatry—the very sin that led to the destruction of their own land and families. Regardless of their new start in Egypt, their old sin continued because their hearts were never changed.

Jeremiah 44:11–14
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will set my face against you for evil, and to cut off all Judah. And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt; they shall even be consumed by the sword and by the famine: they shall die, from the least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by the famine: and they shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. For I will punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape or remain, that they should return into the land of Judah, to the which they have a desire to return to dwell there: for none shall return but such as shall escape.

The Jews who went to Egypt thought that, unlike their brothers who were carried captive to Babylon, would be able to return to Judah. The opposite, however, proved to be true because after seventy years, the Jews in Babylon were freed from the grip of idolatry and were able to return to Jerusalem while the Jews in Egypt would persist in their sin that would eventually destroy them.

Jeremiah 44:15–17 (a)
 

Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem…

In Jeremiah 24, we read that the Lord showed Jeremiah two baskets of figs—one good and one evil. He then identified the people carried captive to Babylon as the good figs while the ones who remained in Judah as the evil figs. Here, we see the basis for this appraisal because it’s hard to imagine a bolder statement of sin and self-will than the one made here.

Jeremiah 44:17 (b)–19
 

…for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine. And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?

The Jews were offering sacrifice to the “queen of heaven,” or Isis. She was known as Ashteroth to the Babylonians, Venus to the Romans, and Aphrodite to the Greeks. “When we worshiped the queen of heaven, things went well for us,” the Jews said. “When we stopped, things went wrong. So we’re going to worship her again.”

This is a common mistake to which any of us are vulnerable. In His infinite mercy, patience, and kindness, God continues to bless us in spite of our sin. So we keep sinning, not realizing God is simply giving us space and time to repent. When you and I hit difficulties, more often than not, the seeds were sown months or even years previously. We were neglecting the Lord and compromising with the world and, although the seeds didn’t spring up immediately, they would eventually because what a man sows, he’ll always reap (Galatians 6:7).

Jeremiah 40:20–23
 

Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to the women, and to all the people which had given him that answer, saying, The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the LORD remember them, and came it not into his mind? So that the LORD could no longer bear, because of the evil of your doings, and because of the abominations which ye have committed; therefore is your land a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day. Because ye have burned incense, and because ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies; therefore this evil is happened unto you, as at this day.

“How much good did Isis do for your brothers and sisters carried into captivity?” Jeremiah asks.

Jeremiah 40:24–26
 

Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the women, Hear the word of the LORD, all Judah that are in the land of Egypt: Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying; Ye and your wives have both spoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying, We will surely perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her: ye will surely accomplish your vows, and surely perform your vows. Therefore hear ye the word of the LORD, all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt; Behold, I have sworn by my great name, saith the LORD, that my name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, The Lord GOD liveth.

“That’s it,” the Lord says. “Because you refuse to listen, you will lose all consciousness of Me.” I know people like this—people who were once vibrant and on fire for the Lord. But when important issues were brought to their attention, they refused to take heed. And now you’ll never hear the Lord’s name on their lips. Their lives are a tragedy.

Paul says these things were written for our example (Romans 15:4). That which happened to these people in Jeremiah’s day can happen to any of us who refuse to respond to the Word of the Lord.

Jeremiah 44:27–30
 

Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for good: and all the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them. Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose words shall stand, mine, or theirs. And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the LORD, that I will punish you in this place, that ye may know that my words shall surely stand against you for evil: Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give Pharaoh-hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and into the hand of them that seek his life; as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that sought his life.

Historically, this pharaoh is known as Apries, successor of Psammis, who ascended the throne following Pharaoh-necho’s defeat by Nebuchadnezzar at Carchemish. When Apries sent Amasis, one of his generals, to quell a revolt, the people instead crowned Amasis king. Apries was then forced to retreat to the northern part of Egypt. Taking advantage of the conflict, Nebuchadnezzar attacked and left Amasis in charge. When Apries tried to regain the throne, he was taken prisoner and strangled in his own palace. Thus, although Jeremiah’s prophecy would, as usual, fall on deaf ears, it was, as always, fulfilled perfectly.

Chapter 45
 

Chapter 45 is actually connected to chapter 36, where we read that Jeremiah sent a scroll to the king. After Jehoiakim chopped it up and threw it in the fire, Jeremiah sent another scroll containing the same words but with additional rebukes and warnings.

Jeremiah 45:1–3
 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch; Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the LORD hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.

When Jehoiakim didn’t listen or respond to the Word he gave him, Baruch—the man who had written Jeremiah’s words on the scroll—evidently felt like a failure. But the Lord has not called us to see results. He simply calls us to be faithful in obeying what He tells us to do.

Jeremiah 45:4, 5
 

Thus shalt thou say unto him, The LORD saith thus; Behold, that which I have built will I break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land. And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the LORD: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.

“You want to be successful, Baruch, to make your mark. But in reality, you’re seeking it for yourself,” the Lord said through Jeremiah.

Why do you do what you do? To be esteemed in the eyes of men? To feel good about yourself? To develop a noteworthy ministry? To win the approval of others? To make a name in history? To get ahead financially? As He did to Baruch, the Lord would say to you, “Don’t seek great things for yourself.” Anything in your flesh, of your flesh, for your flesh will be destroyed. Therefore, keep your eyes only on things above. Set your heart only on the kingdom (Matthew 6:33).

Chapter 46
 

In chapter 1, we read that the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, “Before I formed thee, I knew thee and ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Jeremiah was to have a prophetic ministry to the nations. Yet thus far in our study, we have seen him ministering exclusively to the Jews. Here, in chapter 46, we see the international ministry of Jeremiah unfolding, for in chapters 46 to 51, a series of prophecies was given addressed to the nations surrounding Judah. Although these prophecies are heavy, in them we see the Lord’s concern not only for the people of Judah, but for the surrounding nations, as well.

The first prophecy begins with Egypt. Egypt was the old oppressor and, in the days of Jeremiah, the new deceiver…

Jeremiah 46:1, 2
 

The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles; Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaoh-necho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.

The first prophecy, against the Egyptians, dealt with a very important historic event. Pharaoh-necho, king of Egypt, led the Egyptians to Carchemish, where he battled the Assyrians, the waning world power. Pharaoh-necho beat the Assyrians, which established Egypt as the top world power. But then he made a blunder. After building his fortification at Carchemish, he pulled out many of his troops and retreated to Egypt, leaving Carchemish vulnerable. Seeing a power vacuum, the Babylonians went to Carchemish and overwhelmed the remaining Egyptians left there to hold the fort. Pharaoh-necho, in turn, engaged the Babylonians at Carchemish—exactly as Jeremiah prophesied. When these two titans clashed, what a battle it was. The Babylonians were victorious and Egyptian power began to weaken at this point.

Jeremiah 46:3–8
 

Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle. Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the brigandines. Wherefore have I seen them dismayed and turned away back? and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled apace, and look not back: for fear was round about, saith the LORD. Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates. Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers? Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.

Pharaoh-necho thought he would be like the Nile that overflows its banks annually. In other words, he thought he would overwhelm the Babylonians.

I believe the Nile analogy has application for us. That is, we think we have something under control, that the temptation is no longer going to bother us, that the sin will no longer affect us. Then, like a river that suddenly begins to overflow, the sins we thought were under control reappear and flood all of our resolve. This word is a warning to us. Never think you have Egypt under control, that you don’t need to depend on the Lord because any given sin is no longer a problem for you. We must be very careful to realize that Egypt will continually, seasonally, annually, constantly come at us and seek to overwhelm us.

Jeremiah 46:9–14
 

Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow. For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates. Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; for thou shalt not be cured. The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, and they are fallen both together. The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the land of Egypt. Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee.

Three Egyptian cities were singled out specifically to hear the prophecy that the Babylonians were coming. Why these three cities. Migdol, Noph, and Tahpanhes were the three cities to which the Jews fled from Nebuchadnezzar. If the Jews had simply listened to Jeremiah and remained in Judah, they would have been safe. But they thought they could figure it out better than the Lord—and as a result, they were destroyed.

Jeremiah 46:15–17
 

Why are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, because the LORD did drive them. He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword. They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed.

Who were these soldiers saying, “Let’s go home?” They were mercenaries Pharaoh-necho hired from other countries. When they saw the force of the Babylonians, they hit the road. Commitment is always a problem for mercenaries. That’s why Jesus identified Himself as different than a mercenary, different than a “hireling.” His commitment to His flock is eternal because they are His own (John 10:12–14).

Jeremiah 46:18–25
 

As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall he come. O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: for Noph shall be waste and desolate without an inhabitant. Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the north. Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and the time of their visitation. The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood. They shall cut down her forest, saith the LORD, though it cannot be searched; because they are more than the grasshoppers, and are innumerable. The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the north. The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him:

Egypt was defeated and Pharaoh-necho was killed in this invasion of the Babylonians, just as Jeremiah prophesied.

Jeremiah 46:26–28
 

And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the LORD. But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid. Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD: for I am with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished.

Verses 27 and 28 are a promise and prophecy concerning the Jews. “I’m going to bring you back eventually,” the Lord declares. “The nations that have been brutal to you will go through some difficulty and I’m going to punish them very definitely. Yet, although you will not go unpunished, I’m going to bring you back.”

This prophecy looks to our day, for we are seeing the Jews regathering and the nation of Israel rebuilding in our own time. But this prophecy will be completely fulfilled only in the midst of the Tribulation, when Israel will see antichrist for what he is—a deceiver and a traitor—and will, at last recognize Jesus as Messiah.

Chapter 47
 

Chapter 47 deals with the Philistines, the powerful people in the southern coastal area of Israel…

Jeremiah 47:1, 2
 

The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh smote Gaza. Thus saith the LORD; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, and them that dwell therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl.

A terrible storm is coming. The Philistines, a perpetual thorn in the flesh to the people of Israel, will cry and howl.

Jeremiah 47:3–5
 

At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong horses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers shall not look back to their children for feebleness of hands; Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for the LORD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor. Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself?

Hearing the advance of the Babylonians, why did the Philistines cut themselves? When Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, they danced, screamed, and cut themselves hoping to get the attention of their god (1 Kings 18:28). The heathen had the idea that, to get the attention of their god, they had to thrash their bodies, cut themselves, and scream. Somehow, a branch of this mentality can take root in the church. But we don’t have to go through all kinds of contortions to get the attention of our Father. My kids don’t have to slash their wrists to get my attention. When they were little, all they had to do was pull on my pants leg. Now that they’re grown, they simply have to say, “Dad,” and I’m all theirs. What makes us think God is any different?

Jeremiah 47:6, 7
 

O thou sword of the LORD, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still. How can it be quiet, seeing the LORD hath given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea shore? there hath he appointed it.

The sword of the Lord could not rest until judgment was complete. But, for the believer, the sword of God’s judgment is already at rest because it was buried in the side of our Savior as He bore the judgment that should have been ours (John 19:34).

Chapter 48
 

Chapter 48 is a prophecy against Moab, which was located in present-day Jordan. Moab was a powerful, prosperous country with an abundance of material blessings and military might. Her pride, however, would be her undoing.

Jeremiah 48:1–3
 

Against Moab thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Woe unto Nebo! for it is spoiled: Kiriathaim is confounded and taken: Misgab is confounded and dismayed. There shall be no more praise of Moab: in Heshbon they have devised evil against it; come, and let us cut it off from being a nation. Also thou shalt be cut down, O Madmen; the sword shall pursue thee. A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great destruction.

Nebo, Kiriathaim, and Misgab were cities of Moab. Heshbon was the chief city of Moab.

Jeremiah 48:4–8
 

Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry to be heard. For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping shall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction. Flee, save your lives, and be like the heath in the wilderness. For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and Chemosh shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his princes together. And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: the valley also shall perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as the LORD hath spoken.

Chemosh was the God of the Moabites. Neither the Moabites nor their god, however, could stand against the judgment of the only true God.

Jeremiah 48:9–11
 

Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without any to dwell therein. Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from blood. Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

Moab has settled in the dregs. This is a reference to the exacting process of wine making. Wine was poured from vessel to vessel at just the right time. If left too long, the dregs that settle at the bottom of the vessel would cause the wine to become bitter. So the winemaker poured the wine from vessel to vessel until the less, or dregs, would settle. Moab had never been “poured.” She had never experienced trials or difficulties.

Do you know any bitter people? Perhaps the reason they’re that way is because, like Moab, they haven’t been poured from vessel to vessel. Watch someone who is being poured and you’ll see changes take place. Pride leaves. Self-sufficiency fades. The pouring process isn’t easy but it’s absolutely necessary.

For topical study of Jeremiah 48:11, see “The Pouring Process.” 

Jeremiah 48:12, 13
 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, and shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles. And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence.

This speaks of the golden calves Jereboam erected and commanded the people to worship (1 Kings 12:27–29).

Jeremiah 48:14–18
 

How say ye, We are mighty and strong men for the war? Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her cities, and his chosen young men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts. The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affliction hasteth fast. All ye that are about him, bemoan him; and all ye that know his name, say, How is the strong staff broken, and the beautiful rod! Thou daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and sit in thirst; for the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee, and he shall destroy thy strong holds.

Moab’s destruction was swift, surprising, and sure.

Jeremiah 48:19–28
 

O inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, and her that escapeth, and say, What is done? Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: howl and cry; and tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is spoiled, And judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim, And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon, And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near. The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith the LORD. Make ye him drunken: for he magnified himself against the LORD: Moab also shall wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in derision. For was not Israel a derision unto thee? was he found among thieves? for since thou spakest of him, thou skippedst for joy. O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the hole’s mouth.

The Moabite cities are named individually perhaps as an indication that, although God’s judgment was swift, it was thorough.

Jeremiah 48:29
 

We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud) his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness of his heart.

Here, the Lord pinpoints Moab’s problem. Yes, she was powerful. Yes, she was prosperous. Yes, she had plenty. But above all, she was proud.

How can you tell when pride is beginning to pollute the wine of your walk? You’ll always know how you’re doing by monitoring your prayer life because pride will always manifest itself in prayerlessness. When you stop praying, when devotions are no longer a priority, when you rely on your personality, intellect, or financial resources to navigate life, you’ll know you’re proud.

Conversely, when you’re broken, when you’re being poured from vessel to vessel, suddenly you find yourself on your knees, saying, “What’s going on? How am I going to get through this? Lord, I need You.” Do you find yourself being poured from vessel to vessel weekly or even daily? Maybe it’s due to pride lurking within you. Pride was the problem with Moab. It’s a problem for us, as well.

Jeremiah 48:30–32
 

I know his wrath, saith the LORD; but it shall not be so; his lies shall not so effect it. Therefore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry out for all Moab; mine heart shall mourn for the men of Kir-heres. O vine of Sibmah, I will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer: thy plants are gone over the sea, they reach even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy vintage.

Sibmah was a town in Moab, famous for luxurious vines and fruit. That her plants would go over the sea speaks of them being carried away, transplanted in the soil of her enemies.

Jeremiah 40:33
 

And joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful field, and from the land of Moab; and I have caused wine to fail from the winepresses: none shall tread with shouting; their shouting shall be no shouting.

The sounds of the celebration at the grape harvest and the making of wine would be heard no more.

Jeremiah 40:34–37
 

From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto Jahaz, have they uttered their voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim, as an heifer of three years old: for the waters also of Nimrim shall be desolate. Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab, saith the LORD, him that offereth in the high places, and him that burneth incense to his gods. Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine heart shall sound like pipes for the men of Kir-heres: because the riches that he hath gotten are perished. For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped: upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon the loins sackcloth.

Bald heads, clipped beards, and sackcloth were signs of mourning.

Jeremiah 40:38–42
 

There shall be lamentation generally upon all the housetops of Moab, and in the streets thereof: for I have broken Moab like a vessel wherein is no pleasure, saith the LORD. They shall howl, saying, How is it broken down! how hath Moab turned the back with shame! so shall Moab be a derision and a dismaying to all them about him. For thus saith the LORD; Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall spread his wings over Moab. Kerioth is taken, and the strong holds are surprised, and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that day shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, because he hath magnified himself against the LORD.

“I don’t need the Lord,” Moab had said. Therefore, because she was proud to the point of destruction, she would no longer exist as a people.

Jeremiah 48:43–47
 

Fear, and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moab, saith the LORD. He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon because of the force: but a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones. Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of Chemosh perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, and thy daughters captives. Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, saith the LORD. Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

After a lengthy discussion of the destruction of Moab, still the Lord ends on a note of hope for the sake of Lot, father of the Moabites, to whom Peter refers as being righteous (2 Peter 2:7).

 
 

THE POURING PROCESS

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 48:11


I would have thought Jesus’ first public miracle would be to heal someone physically, or to wake up the nation of Israel spiritually. Instead, He turned water to wine quietly in order that a celebration might continue joyfully.

Perhaps the greatest misconception of God is that He’s worried someone somewhere is having a good time. But nothing could be further from the truth…

…for the joy of the Lord is your strength.
Nehemiah 8:10 (b)


The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.
Zephaniah 3:17


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…
Galatians 5:22 (a)


Seen in this light, it’s not surprising that the God of joy would create wine, the symbol of joy, in His first public miracle. After all, He’s adept at making wine.

Twenty-six hundred years ago, the country of Moab was in a very similar place to our United States in their power and prosperity. In our text, the Lord sends His prophet Jeremiah to warn them of perilous times ahead. He does this using an analogy which would be very familiar to them: the process whereby grapes would be made into wine.

In the days of Moab, the winemaker would take the juice from crushed grapes and pour it into a large container where it would sit until the lees, or dregs, began to settle to the bottom. At just the right time, the winemaker would then pour the juice into another vessel, leaving the dregs on the bottom, where it would sit until more of the dregs, or lees, settled on the bottom. Then, at just the right time, he would pour the wine again, leaving the dregs behind. He would repeat this process up to seven times—until there were no more dregs, or lees.

At each juncture, timing was critical—for if he poured the wine from vessel to vessel too quickly, the lees would remain in the juice, rendering it dull and murky instead of clear and sparkling. On the other hand, if he let the wine sit in the vessel too long, the wine would take on the sour taste of the lees.

This is what happened to Moab. And such is what can so easily happen to us.

So what does God do?

The same thing He did to Moab…

I’m settled in and things are going pretty well, when suddenly the Master Winemaker says to me, “It’s pouring time, Jon.” Perhaps it has happened to you when your girlfriend told you to hit the road; or when your boss told you the company needed to cut back; or when the doctor told you the tumor was malignant.


“What are You doing, Lord?” we cry. “I thought You were the God of joy.”


“I Am,” He says. “And because you’re not enjoying prayer like you once did; because you’re not delighting in my Word like you used to; because you’re not reveling in worship like you did before, you are beginning to take on the sourness of the dregs. Consequently, I am going to pour you from vessel to vessel to remove the dregs and return your joy.”


“What right does He have to pour me?” we ask.

The answer: He poured out His life for me. You see, the blood of the Winemaker was shed on the Cross of Calvary—perfectly portrayed in the wine He shared with His disciples when He said, “Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:27, 28).

Once we see this, we will no longer say, “Poor me,” when trials come our way—but “Pour me, Lord, pour me.”

What happens when things get disturbed in your life, or when they don’t work out the way you want? Is your reaction “poor me” or is it “pour me?” Your answer will indicate where you’re at in your walk with the Lord. If you’re saying, “poor me,” you need to be poured. If, on the other hand, you say, “pour me,” you are in the process of becoming a clear, sparkling wine for the Lord’s pleasure, and for the refreshment of those around you.

But count on this: the Lord will continue the process until it’s complete because He “will sell no wine before its time”—and none of us is an exception. The Lord will pour us from vessel to vessel. The only question is, will we fight Him or will we flow with Him?

Having recently returned from Israel, I was amazed once again by the energy which pulsates throughout their country. No doubt this is due to the fact that for the last forty years, they have been continually poured from vessel to vessel. Not so with Moab, and not so with America. So often we pray for ease and prosperity within our country when, in fact, persecution and difficulty are the tools the Lord uses to produce purity. The same holds true for our church corporately, our families individually, our lives personally. May we not drown in the dregs of our own comfort, or languish in the lees of our own complacency.

Master Winemaker, do Your work in me, in our church family, in our country as You produce within us the clear, sparkling wine of Your joy.




 

Chapter 49
 

While the Moabites were to the north, the Ammonites were in the southern area of present-day Jordan.

Jeremiah 49:1–6
 

Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith the LORD; Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? why then doth their king inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities? Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the LORD. Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth; lament, and run to and fro by the hedges; for their king shall go into captivity, and his priests and his princes together. Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that trusted in her treasures, saying, Who shall come unto me? Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts, from all those that be about thee; and ye shall be driven out every man right forth; and none shall gather up him that wandereth. And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the LORD.

The Ammonites are indicted for invading territory belonging to the tribe of Gad (Zephaniah 2:8). Also descendants of Lot, like Moab, Ammon would eventually be the recipients of God’s mercy.

Jeremiah 49:7–13
 

Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished? Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I will visit him. If grapegatherers come to thee, would they not leave some gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they will destroy till they have enough. But I have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, and he is not. Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me. For thus saith the LORD; Behold, they whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunken; and art thou he that shall altogether go unpunished? thou shalt not go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it. For I have sworn by myself, saith the LORD, that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes.

The Edomites also lived in the area of present-day Jordan. Descendants of Esau, they lived in cliffs and thus thought they were immune from invasion (Obadiah 3, 4, 8). But the Lord knew otherwise.

Bozrah is known as Petra today. It’s a massive city carved out of the side of a massive rock cliff, a city that some estimate could hold tens of thousands. Although it’s empty today, Revelation 12 seems to indicate that Petra will be the place in the wilderness to which the Lord takes His people once they make a stand against antichrist.

Jeremiah 49:14–22
 

I have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye together, and come against her, and rise up to the battle. For, lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, and despised among men. Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the LORD. Also Edom shall be a desolation: every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof. As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the LORD, no man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but I will suddenly make him run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before me? Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Edom; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitations desolate with them. The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry the noise thereof was heard in the Red sea. Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day shall the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.

It would seem as though a plague swept through Petra and weakened the population before the people eventually fell to Nebuchadnezzar. Those who see Petra today do exactly what Jeremiah prophesied. “Whew,” they say. “What happened here?”

Jeremiah 49:23–27
 

Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil tidings: they are fainthearted; there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet. Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail. How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy! Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LORD of hosts. And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of Ben-hadad.

The oldest city in the world is Damascus, the capital city of Syria. This city, once praised for its beauty would, like Jerusalem, fall to the Babylonians and then be burned.

Jeremiah 49:28–33
 

Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the LORD; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east. Their tents and their flocks shall they take away: they shall take to themselves their curtains, and all their vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every side. Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor, saith the LORD; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath taken counsel against you, and hath conceived a purpose against you. Arise, get you up unto the wealthy nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the LORD, which have neither gates nor bars, which dwell alone. And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and I will scatter into all winds them that are in the utmost corners; and I will bring their calamity from all sides thereof, saith the LORD. And Hazor shall be a dwelling for dragons, and a desolation for ever: there shall no man abide there, nor any son of man dwell in it.

Kedar is present-day Saudi Arabia. The inhabitants were shepherds who lived in tents rather than in fortified cities. Although they lacked the usual treasure, Nebuchadnezzar would rob them of their camels and cattle.

Jeremiah 49:34–39
 

The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might. And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and I will bring evil upon them, even my fierce anger, saith the LORD; and I will send the sword after them, till I have consumed them: And I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the king and the princes, saith the LORD. But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring again the captivity of Elam, saith the LORD.

Elam is present-day Iran. The Elamites were known as superior archers. Here, the Lord said He would break their bow. That’s often the way of the Lord, even with us. That in which we’re most secure, that about which we’re most confident about is often that which the Lord takes away. It’s not because He’s capricious or spiteful, but because He realizes that if we’re depending on our own strength or ability, we’ll be limited in what we can accomplish because no matter how strong we are at any given point, our strength is limited.

God’s principle is always brokenness. It’s when we’re weak that He can show Himself strong (2 Corinthians 12:10). His strength is infinitely greater than our strength. Therefore, if we’re trusting in our bow—be it occupationally, financially, relationally—it’s our bow He’ll take away. When your bow gets taken away, gang, it’s not by an angry God who says, “I want to destroy you,” but a loving Father who says, “I see that your bow is giving you a limited, false security and I love you too much for that.”

Chapter 50
 

Chapter 50 deals with Babylon, present-day Iraq. From Jeremiah 51:59, we know that this prophecy of Jeremiah against Babylon was sent with the first wave of Jews taken captive to Babylon. As God instructed, it was read publicly and then sunk in the Euphrates as an illustration that Babylon, too, would sink in defeat in 539 B.C. at the hand of Cyrus, commander of the Medes and Persians.

Jeremiah 50:1–4
 

The word that the LORD spake against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet. Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces. For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast. In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their God.

As the Medes and Persians rose up against Babylon, perhaps it was seeing Jeremiah’s prophecy fulfilled that caused the Jews to seek the Lord in brokenness and humility.

Jeremiah 50:5
 

They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.

If the perpetual covenant spoke of an abhorrence of idolatry, it would be perpetual indeed, for to this day, the Jews never practiced idolatry once they left Babylon.

Jeremiah 50:6–9
 

My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace. All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have sinned against the LORD, the habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers. Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the flocks. For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall set themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain.

The assembly against Babylon consisted primarily of Medes and Persians.

Jeremiah 50:10, 11
 

And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the LORD. Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls;

Here, we see the reason for God’s judgment against Babylon. Yes, He used her as a sword in the His hand to chasten His people and draw them back to Him, but rather than mete out judgment humbly and sorrowfully, Babylon did so gladly.

Jeremiah 50:12–18
 

Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be ashamed: behold, the hindermost of the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. Because of the wrath of the LORD it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate: every one that goeth by Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. Put yourselves in array against Babylon round about: all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows: for she hath sinned against the LORD. Shout against her round about: she hath given her hand: her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down: for it is the vengeance of the LORD: take vengeance upon her; as she hath done, do unto her. Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his people, and they shall flee every one to his own land. Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones. Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as I have punished the king of Assyria.

Just as Assyria was delivered into the hand of the Babylonians (Ezekiel 31:3, 11, 12), so the Babylonians would be delivered into the hand of the Medes and Persians.

Jeremiah 50:19, 20
 

And I will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve.

Even after they ignored His warnings, imprisoned His prophets, and missed His illustrations; even after they sinned willfully, knowingly, and arrogantly, God said that, because they had been chastened and had turned back to Him, no sign of the sin of His people would remain.

We have been given the same incredible promise because, if we confess our sin, the blood of Jesus cleanses the sins we have already committed, are committing, and will commit (1 John 1:9). The forgiveness of God is truly overwhelming. If you read Jeremiah and only see judgment, you’re missing the most astounding part of his message—God’s incredible, unspeakable mercy.

Jeremiah 50:21–24
 

Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them, saith the LORD, and do according to all that I have commanded thee. A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction. How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a desolation among the nations! I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast not aware: thou art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the LORD.

Not only had Babylon “hammered” other nations, but she had arrogantly opposed the Lord.

Jeremiah 50:25
 

The LORD hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of the Lord GOD of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.

The armory of the Lord was in the hands of the Medes and Persians.

Jeremiah 50:26, 27
 

Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of her be left. Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the time of their visitation.

A call to arms is issued to the Medes and Persians—along with instructions of what they were to do. They were to open Babylon’s storehouses and slay her leaders like beasts.

Jeremiah 50:28
 

The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, the vengeance of his temple.

Not only had Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple, but he carried the vessels to Babylon, where they were profaned (Daniel 5:3).

Jeremiah 50:29–32
 

Call together the archers against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it round about; let none thereof escape: recompense her according to her work; according to all that she hath done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against the LORD, against the Holy One of Israel. Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LORD. Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith the Lord GOD of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that I will visit thee. And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him.

If Moab had been judged for her pride, how much more would Babylon, to whom God refers as “thou most proud.”

Jeremiah 50:33–37
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The children of Israel and the children of Judah were oppressed together: and all that took them captives held them fast; they refused to let them go. Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name: he shall throughly plead their cause, that he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and upon her wise men. A sword is upon the liars; and they shall dote: a sword is upon her mighty men; and they shall be dismayed. A sword is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all the mingled people that are in the midst of her; and they shall become as women: a sword is upon her treasures; and they shall be robbed.

Although they failed to realize it, the Babylonians were nothing more than a sword in the hand of the Almighty. All their power came only from Him.

Jeremiah 50:38
 

A drought is upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is the land of graven images, and they are mad upon their idols.

The waters of Babylon were indeed dried up when Cyrus re-channeled the Euphrates, allowing his army to enter the city.

Jeremiah 50:39, 40
 

Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation. As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the LORD; so shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.

If you go to the site of old Babylon, all you will see is an uninhabited place—exactly as prophesied.

Jeremiah 50:41–43
 

Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. They shall hold the bow and the lance: they are cruel, and will not shew mercy: their voice shall roar like the sea, and they shall ride upon horses, every one put in array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O daughter of Babylon. The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: anguish took hold of him, and pangs as of a woman in travail.

Babylon would experience confusion and anguish at the time of her invasion.

Jeremiah 50:44–46
 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: but I will make them suddenly run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before me? Therefore hear ye the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Babylon; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitation desolate with them. At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations.

The description of Babylon’s conquest of Judah (6:22–24), is repeated here almost verbatim as a description of her own defeat.

Chapter 51
 

Chapter 51 goes on to talk about the destruction of Babylon and it goes into detail about the judgment that would come upon this powerful city. Although Babylon was the sword the Lord used to punish the Jews, the Lord indicts the Babylonians for their pride. The lesson for us is an important one. “If any of you be overtaken in a fault, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, in a spirit of brokenness and tenderness, realizing that you could fall into an even greater difficulty,” Paul would write to the Galatians (6:1). If the Lord uses you to correct someone else, make sure you do so in the spirit of meekness.

Jeremiah 51:1, 2
 

Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against them that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against me, a destroying wind; And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of trouble they shall be against her round about.

Jeremiah had prophesied that the Babylonians would be fanners—those who separated the wheat from the chaff—to separate God’s people (15:7). Here, they are on the receiving end of that process.

Jeremiah 51:3–5
 

Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, and against him that lifteth himself up in his brigandine: and spare ye not her young men; destroy ye utterly all her host. Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her streets. For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the LORD of hosts; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.

Even though they were chastened severely, God never forsook His people.

Jeremiah 51:6
 

Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the LORD’s vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence.

God’s people are told to flee Babylon once God’s judgment began.

Jeremiah 51:7, 8
 

Babylon hath been a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so she may be healed.

Although Babylon was once used by God to pour out His judgment, now she herself would experience destruction.

Jeremiah 51:9, 10
 

We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies. The LORD hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.

Once freed from the grip of idolatry, the Jewish captives themselves may have attempted to convince Babylon to turn to the Lord, but could not (Jeremiah 10:10).

Jeremiah 51:11–13
 

Make bright the arrows; gather the shields: the LORD hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes: for his device is against Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the LORD, the vengeance of his temple. Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: for the LORD hath both devised and done that which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon. O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness.

Surrounded by the Euphrates river, Babylon thought herself secure. Yet history tells us it would be these very waters that would enable Cyrus and his invading army to gain access.

Jeremiah 51:14–19
 

The LORD of hosts hath sworn by himself, saying, Surely I will fill thee with men, as with caterpillers; and they shall lift up a shout against thee. He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his understanding. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the LORD of hosts is his name.

Again, as He did when prophesying to Israel (10:10–16) God calls upon creation as proof of His power.

Jeremiah 51:20–24
 

Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy kingdoms; And with thee will I break in pieces the horse and his rider; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and his rider; With thee also will I break in pieces man and woman; and with thee will I break in pieces old and young; and with thee will I break in pieces the young man and the maid; I will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and with thee will I break in pieces the husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces captains and rulers. And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the LORD.

Babylon had been used as a battle ax in God’s hand. Now, however, rather than dealing the blows, she would receive them.

Jeremiah 51:25–28
 

Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the LORD, which destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain. And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the LORD. Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillers. Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion.

Here, God instructs to raise his army in preparation of the invasion of Babylon.

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: Daniel 2:21


God is in control of the political climate as much as He is in control of the natural elements. For the believer, this brings incredible comfort even in the most confusing times.

Jeremiah 51:29–32
 

And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for every purpose of the LORD shall be performed against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant. The mighty men of Babylon have forborn to fight, they have remained in their holds: their might hath failed; they became as women: they have burned her dwellingplaces; her bars are broken. One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end, And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war are affrighted.

The once-mighty men of Babylon lost the will to fight once they discovered the Medes and Persians within the city walls.

Jeremiah 51:33–36
 

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her: yet a little while, and the time of her harvest shall come. Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty vessel, he hath swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me out. The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry.

It was because Nebuchadnezzar dealt with Israel so cruelly and harshly that the Lord enabled Cyrus to re-channel the Euphrates and thus enter Babylon’s otherwise impregnable city walls.

Jeremiah 51:37–40
 

And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant. They shall roar together like lions: they shall yell as lion’s whelps. In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the LORD. I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats.

The very night Cyrus entered the city, under the direction of Belshazzar, the Babylonian nobles were feasting in honor of their idols, drinking from the vessels they had taken when they burned the temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 5:1–3).

Jeremiah 51:41, 42
 

How is Sheshach taken! and how is the praise of the whole earth surprised! how is Babylon become an astonishment among the nations! The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof.

The sea and multitude of waves refer to the enemy troops within the once-beautiful city.

Jeremiah 5:43, 44
 

Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass thereby. And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed up: and the nations shall not flow together any more unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall.

Bel was Babylon’s chief deity. The reference here is to the sacrifices offered to him.

Jeremiah 51:45
 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the LORD.

This was a warning to the Jews living in Babylon to leave the city before destruction fell.

Jeremiah 51:46–51
 

And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour that shall be heard in the land; a rumour shall both come one year, and after that in another year shall come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler against ruler. Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her. Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon: for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north, saith the LORD. As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth. Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still: remember the LORD afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind. We are confounded, because we have heard reproach: shame hath covered our faces: for strangers are come into the sanctuaries of the LORD’s house.

As the Jewish exiles headed back to Jerusalem following the destruction of Babylon, they dreaded seeing the destruction of their own temple.

Jeremiah 51:52–55
 

Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will do judgment upon her graven images: and through all her land the wounded shall groan. Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her strength, yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the LORD. A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans: Because the LORD hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves do roar like great waters, a noise of their voice is uttered:

Babylon’s massive walls were able to keep out every enemy but the Lord. At the point He determined Babylon needed to be judged, her walls became useless. Cyrus could have been instructed to march around them, blow a trumpet and watch them fall, as did Joshua. Or God could have sent an earthquake to jar the gates open as He did for Paul and Silas in prison. Instead, Cyrus re-channeled the Euphrates and simply walked under them. Whatever the method, the Master behind it was the Lord.

Jeremiah 51:56–58
 

Because the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, every one of their bows is broken: for the LORD God of recompences shall surely requite. And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.

According to historical accounts, it took 200,000 men one year to build Babylon’s massive walls. But this great outpouring of labor proved to be in vain.

Jeremiah 51:59–64
 

The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah was a quiet prince. So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against Babylon. And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words; Then shalt thou say, O LORD, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for ever. And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates: And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah wrote this prophecy concerning Babylon in a book and set it with a Jewish leader named Seraiah who had been taken captive with Zedekiah. He was to read it to remind the captives that, although Babylon would appear to them to be impregnable, it was no match for the power of their God. Then he was to tie a rock to it and throw it in the Euphrates as a symbol of how low Babylon would fall.

So too, the Word we hold in our hands should be a constant reminder that, like Babylon, the things of this world are all destined for destruction. And it should be a reminder that we, like the Jews, are only pilgrims here.

Chapter 52
 

It has been suggested that Ezra wrote this last chapter as a historical footnote to Jeremiah’s prophecy. Chapter 52 describes the destruction of Jerusalem and chronicles the terrible devastation, ending with one ray of hope in the last four verses concerning salvation even in the time of great desolation.

Jeremiah 52:1–3
 

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

The Lord’s anger with His people and their need for chastening led Him to allow Zedekiah to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar, thus fulfilling His purpose without compromising Zedekiah’s natural inclination.

Jeremiah 52:4–6
 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round about. So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.

Jerusalem was besieged by Babylon for one and one-half years.

Jeremiah 52:7–11
 

Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king’s garden; (now the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he gave judgment upon him. And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.

As seen in chapter 39, the terrible fate of Zedekiah is recounted.

Jeremiah 52:12–16
 

Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, And burned the house of the LORD, and the king’s house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire: And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem round about. Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for vinedressers and for husbandmen.

The walls of the city were destroyed, the temple that had stood for over four hundred years, was burned, and the people were carried away captive.

Jeremiah 52:17–23
 

Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Babylon. The caldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. And the basons, and the firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candlesticks, and the spoons, and the cups; that which was of gold in gold, and that which was of silver in silver, took the captain of the guard away. The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had made in the house of the LORD: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits did compass it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow. And a chapiter of brass was upon it; and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with network and pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also and the pomegranates were like unto these. And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pomegranates upon the network were an hundred round about.

The temple vessels carried to Babylon are here recorded.

Jeremiah 52:24–30
 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door: He took also out of the city an eunuch, which had the charge of the men of war; and seven men of them that were near the king’s person, which were found in the city; and the principal scribe of the host, who mustered the people of the land; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were found in the midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive out of his own land. This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year three thousand Jews and three and twenty: In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two persons: In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four thousand and six hundred.

The three waves of captivity occurred in 597, 587, and 581 B.C.

Jeremiah 52:31–34
 

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prison, And spake kindly unto him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat bread before him all the days of his life. And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of his life.

After thirty-seven years in prison, Jehoiachin, former king of Judah, was released by Evil-merodach, king of Babylon. And in this short account, we see a glorious picture of hope and redemption…

 
 

THE BALLAD OF JEHOIACHIN

A Topical Study of


JEREMIAH 52:31–34


For thirty years, Jeremiah preached and proclaimed the necessity of turning back to God. But the people did not listen. So it came to pass that, even as Jeremiah prophesied, the Babylonians began to move south toward Jerusalem. In the year 587 B.C., the Babylonians besieged the city of Jerusalem. The walls were then destroyed; the houses torn down, the temple burned.

Jeremiah’s book would have closed with that scene—except there is one story added, one additional picture painted. It deals with Jehoiachin, a king of Judah, who had been captured by Nebuchadnezzar and taken into captivity eleven years before Jerusalem was destroyed. The cause for his captivity was that he had been making ominous threats against the Babylonians. He wasn’t submitted to them or in fear of them. So Nebuchadnezzar brought Jehoiachin back to Babylon, where he ordered him thrown into prison.

At this point, we are introduced to a man named Evil-merodach. And, although his name initially sounds foreboding, it literally means “servant of son of God” and he is in fact, a wonderful picture of the true and living Son of God. Notice with me six actions He took on behalf of Jehoiachin that our Greater than Evil-merodach, Jesus Christ, takes on our behalf…

First, Evil-merodach lifted Jehoiachin’s head compassionately. A single crust of bread would be thrown down to Zedekiah and his fellow prisoners. They would be kept in virtual darkness. Twenty-six years after Jerusalem had fallen, thirty-seven years after he had been thrown into prison, a man named Evil-merodach came to the throne in Babylon. In his first year on the throne, Evil-merodach called for Jehoiachin and lifted up his head. In other words, he encouraged and blessed Jehoiachin.

Why did Evil-merodach do this? There have been a couple of suggestions made. Some say Evil-merodach had himself spent time in prison and, therefore, felt compassion for Jehoiachin. Others suggest he was actually converted to faith in the God of Israel by Daniel. Carried to Babylon in the first wave of captives, Daniel rose to a position of power and prominence there. Thus, it is possible he could have led Evil-merodach to a knowledge of God.

Whatever the reason Evil-merodach lifted up the head of Jehoiachin, we know that it was to save us that the Son of God came to us in our dungeon of sin and lifted our heads.

Second, Evil-merodach brought Jehoiachin forth freely. Jehoiachin was released from prison. Again, this speaks of Jesus, for in the first message He ever preached publicly, He turned to Isaiah and read…

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
Isaiah 61:1


Jesus Christ came to set the captives free, to take us out of prison. Sometimes people think Christians are restricted. In reality, however, we’re the freest people on earth because we’re free to live life the way it was meant to be lived. We’re free to enjoy a day without relying on any other person or substance to see us through. We’re free to enjoy the abundance God intended for us all along.

Third, Evil-merodach spoke kindly. Certainly, the same can be said of Jesus, for Mark tells us the common people heard Him gladly (12:37). People flocked around Him, marveling at the gracious words He spoke (Luke 4:22). The only rough words Jesus had were for the religious people who felt they didn’t need a Savior. But to the people who knew their needs and vulnerabilities, their weaknesses and problems, who knew they were sinners, Jesus spoke kindly (John 8:11). He would say to the woman caught in adultery, “Go your way I don’t condemn you. Sin no more. I’m freeing you to a new way of living. You. I don’t condemn you. I free you.”

Fourth, Evil-merodach elevated Jehoiachin graciously. In other words, he restored Jehoiachin to a place of prominence. You might be a schoolteacher, a carpenter, a lawyer, a mechanic—but above all, you are an ambassador of Christ both presently and eternally (2 Corinthians 5:20). Presently, we are to represent Jesus to a world that doesn’t know Him. Eternally, we will rule and reign with Him. Thus, we are people of tremendous destiny.

Fifth, Evil-merodach gave Jehoiachin new garments mercifully. Rather than calling attention to Jehoiachin’s tattered clothes, Evil-merodach gave him new ones. Jesus does the same for you and me…

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
Isaiah 61:10


Jesus robes our dustiness and earthiness in His righteousness.

Finally, Evil-merodach gave Jehoiachin bread continually. A feast was set before Jehoiachin as the Lord prepares a table—or feast—before us even in the presence of our enemies (Psalm 23:5). This means I can get up in the morning, grab my Bible, and feast on the Lord as I see the sunrise. I can share with Him the burdens of my heart and feel peace within. I can confess my sins and know I’m forgiven. I can listen to His voice concerning the things He would have me do. A feast is set before me daily if I’ll just sit down and take advantage of it.

In addition, a feast is set before me at His Table. “Do this in remembrance of Me,” Jesus said (see Luke 22:19). We can come constantly to His Table and be “born again again.” That is, as we eat of His body and drink of His blood, we are spiritually revived.

Jeremiah had severe and strong messages for people who were apostate and rebellious. But in the last verses of the last chapter of the book that bears his name, we see a ray of hope in Jehoiachin. God took him from the dungeon to the palace. Therefore, if you are Jehoiachin—if you have been rebellious against God, He, in His wonderful mercy and graciousness, will lift up your head, open the prison door, change your prison garments, feed you, and use you if you turn to Him. If you have a friend who doesn’t know the Lord yet, don’t give up hope. The hard times she is going through, the dungeon in which he may find himself presently might be necessary for them to finally acknowledge their need of God.

This little vignette gives me great hope today—for myself and for my friends, neighbors, and family. There is a Greater than Evil-merodach, for Jesus Christ has truly come to set us free.




 




LAMENTATIONS
 

Background to Lamentations
 

In the last section of the Book of Jeremiah, we see one of the most devastating, darkest days in the history of the Hebrew people as the city of Jerusalem was invaded and destroyed by the armies of Babylon. Not only was Jerusalem the capital city of Judah, but, more importantly, it was special in the sight of Jehovah…

His foundation is in the holy mountains. The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born there. And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her. The LORD shall count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born there. Selah. As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there: all my springs are in thee.
Psalm 87


For forty years, Jeremiah had prophesied to the people of Jerusalem, warning them of destruction if they continued to refuse to turn to God. But for forty years, there had not been a single convert, not even a hint of receptivity. Yet, rather than thinking they were getting what they deserved, as Jeremiah watches the destruction of Jerusalem, Jeremiah weeps.

The Book of Lamentations is just that—a record of Jeremiah’s weeping. There are five chapters in Lamentations and each one is its own poem.



	Chapter 1 deals with the provocation against God.

	Chapter 2 deals with the punishment from God.

	Chapter 3 deals with the prophet and God.

	Chapter 4 deals with the people of God.

	Chapter 5 deals with prayer to God.




Chapters 1, 2, and 4 each have twenty-two verses because there are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew alphabet and each of the verses begins with one of those Hebrew letters. Chapter 3 has sixty-six verses because, for each three verses, one letter of the alphabet is used. Chapter 5 also has twenty-two verses, but, by the time he gets there, evidently Jeremiah is so emotional that, rather than following any form, the poetry becomes simply an expression of his heart.

Chapter 1
 

Lamentations 1:1–4
 

How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary! She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her enemies. Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits. The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.

For forty years, Jeremiah called to Jerusalem, warning her to repent. But she continued in her rebellion—and now she is afflicted. “Be not deceived,” Paul would write. “God is not mocked. Whatever a man sows, he reaps” (see Galatians 6:7). If we sin, we are guaranteed to experience sorrow. A loving Father tells us over and over in His Word to stay away from sin because He knows sin always brings sadness. Yes, there is pleasure in sin for a season (Hebrews 11:25)—but the end result is always death (Romans 6:23).

With poetic yet powerful language, Jeremiah describes Jerusalem’s situation. The city is desolate. Her religious celebrations no longer exist. Her priests are silent. Her virgins are afflicted. Sorrow and tragedy abound.

Lamentations 1:5
 

Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the LORD hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.

Sin always leads to captivity. That with which we once flirted, that we once flaunted inevitably become the things to which we’re in bondage. That’s why the Lord calls us to holiness. Holiness means we’re not enslaved by anything. Holiness is the highest form of liberty.

Lamentations 1:6 (a)
 

And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed…

Sin not only leads to captivity but it steals one’s beauty. The inner beauty that once shined forth is inevitably replaced by weariness and sadness.

Lamentations 1:6 (b)
 

…her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without strength before the pursuer.

Weakness is the third inevitable result of sin. In Judges 16, we read that, when the Philistines came upon Samson, he stood up and thought he’d tackle them as he had always done previously. But then we come to one of the saddest verses in all of Scripture when we read that “he wist not that the Lord was departed from him” (Judges 16:20). Samson didn’t even know the Spirit had left him. As a result, he was wiped out by the Philistines.

When Moses came off the mountain after spending forty days and nights with the Lord, his face glowed. The people saw it, but Moses was not aware of it (Exodus 34:29).

When you spend time with the Lord, you’ll be the last one to know you glow. Other people will observe it, but you won’t know it. Conversely, when you’re in trouble with the Lord, you’re oftentimes the last one to know it, as well. That’s what happened to Samson.

Lamentations 1:7
 

Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her: the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.

The fourth result of sin is that you become a laughingstock in the eyes of the world. The tragic inevitable result of sin is that your adversaries mock your walk. Life becomes incredibly hazy when you’re sinning and out of fellowship.

Lamentations 1:8
 

Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness: yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward.

The fifth result of sin is that you will find yourself wandering, wondering what life is all about.

Lamentations 1:9 (a)
 

Her filthiness is in her skirts; she remembereth not her last end; therefore she came down wonderfully…

Sixth, we see pollution. The people of Jerusalem didn’t think through what the results of their rebellion would be. Instead, they just lived for the moment.

Lamentations 1:9 (b)
 

…she had no comforter. O LORD, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath magnified himself.

Seventh, we see that Jerusalem had no comforter. Who is the Comforter? The Holy Spirit. “Lord, take not thy Holy Spirit from me,” David prayed (Psalm 51:11). He realized the Spirit could be grieved by unrepented sin and ultimately removed from his life.

Lamentations 1:10, 11
 

The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy congregation. All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul: see, O LORD, and consider; for I am become vile.

Finally, sin affected the entire congregation. “A little leaven leavens the whole lump,” Paul would write (1 Corinthians 5:6). That is, a little bit of sin can affect everyone around us. Sin and rebellion in our own lives causes all the people to sigh. It has repercussions upon many others.

Every time you’re tempted to sin, turn to Lamentations 1 and ask yourself if it’s worth it. Say to yourself, “This will lead me into captivity, take away my beauty, lead me into weakness, make me a laughingstock in the world, cause me to wander and wonder, pollute me, cause the Holy Spirit to be grieved, and will affect the entire congregation. Do I really want to do this?” Lamentations 1 is a good passage to remember when you wonder if sin is worth it.

Lamentations 1:12–14
 

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them: he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me back: he hath made me desolate and faint all the day. The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck: he hath made my strength to fall, the Lord hath delivered me into their hands, from whom I am not able to rise up.

The yoke of our own sin is so heavy that we’re not able to rise. The yoke that Jesus bids us bear, however, is easy (Matthew 11:30). The choice is ours.

Lamentations 1:15, 16
 

The Lord hath trodden under foot all my mighty men in the midst of me: he hath called an assembly against me to crush my young men: the Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a winepress. For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me: my children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed.

The assembly the Lord called against His people was that of the Babylonian army.

Lamentations 1:17
 

Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her: the LORD hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem is as a menstruous woman among them.

Because Jerusalem was seen as unclean, no one dared help her.

Lamentations 1:18 (a)
 

The LORD is righteous…

Jerusalem herself speaks in verses 18 and 19. In the day of her destruction, what does she say? “The Lord is righteous,” or “Lord, You’re right.”

At the end of the Tribulation period, when God pours out His wrath on a Christ-rejecting, sinful world, we see twenty-four elders and the four living creatures falling before the Lord, saying, “True and righteous are Thy judgments, O, Lord, You’re right” (Revelation 19:2). In that day, no one will question the rightness of God, not even those who are being judged by Him.

Lamentations 1:18 (b), 19 (a)
 

…for I have rebelled against his commandment: hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my sorrow: my virgins and my young men are gone into captivity. I called for my lovers, but they deceived me…

The idols Jerusalem was serving couldn’t come through in her time of trouble. That’s always the way it is. In time of trouble call out to whatever in your life is so important that it pushes the things of God aside—your hobby, your car, your career, your family—and you’ll find it can’t help you. There is no help for you from the idols that have taken the place of God in your life. “I was deceived,” Jerusalem says. “All these things I thought were so important, can’t help me now.”

An idol is anything or anyone in your life that has preeminence over God. It will always deceive you.

Lamentations 1:19 (b)
 

…my priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they sought their meat to relieve their souls.

This is a tragic indictment against spiritual leaders who no longer walked with the Lord but only cared about themselves.

Lamentations 1:20–22
 

Behold, O LORD; for I am in distress: my bowels are troubled; mine heart is turned within me; for I have grievously rebelled: abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as death. They have heard that I sigh: there is none to comfort me: all mine enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that thou hast done it: thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called, and they shall be like unto me. Let all their wickedness come before thee; and do unto them, as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions: for my sighs are many, and my heart is faint.

Although Jerusalem’s prayer is for retribution against her enemies, it is in accordance with God’s will, for due to their pride, He would deal with Babylon even more severely than He chastened His own people.

Chapter 2
 

Chapter 1 dealt with the provocation against God. Chapter 2 deals with the punishment from God…

Lamentations 2:1, 2 (a)
 

How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the day of his anger! The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob…

Isaiah indicted God’s people, saying, “The spoil of the poor is in your houses” (3:14). These houses that were so important to the people would be destroyed.

Lamentations 2:2 (b)
 

…and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down to the ground…

God brought even the fortresses, the strongholds, the military might of Judah to the ground. We must learn from this. Our strength as a nation does not lie in our military might. It doesn’t matter how many missiles we have or how many weapons we accumulate. If we don’t get right with the Lord, it’s all for nothing. At this point, historically, Judah was armed to the teeth. But the Babylonians came down and absolutely overwhelmed her. Therefore, our concern must always be that the Lord make us right in His sight rather than depending upon the might of our army.

How easy it is for us to be more concerned about our national defense than being right with God. But Jerusalem proves we do so to our own eventual demise.

Lamentations 2:2 (c)
 

…he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof.

Not only homes and fortresses, but the country itself and its rulers were polluted.

Lamentations 2:3–6
 

He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round about. He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he stood with his right hand as an adversary, and slew all that were pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he poured out his fury like fire. The Lord was as an enemy: he hath swallowed up Israel, he hath swallowed up all her palaces: he hath destroyed his strong holds, and hath increased in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation. And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of the assembly: the LORD hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and the priest.

What a tragic picture is being painted. The temple itself is destroyed. The feasts and festivals are no longer taking place. As the Lord pours out His fury like fire, as He bends His bow against His own people, they can no longer take refuge in their religious observances and customs.

Lamentations 2:7–10
 

The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; they have made a noise in the house of the LORD, as in the day of a solemn feast. The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together. Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD. The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.

Drought, destruction, and death had replaced vision, counsel, and inspiration. Jerusalem, the place that once pulsated with the life of the Lord is now decimated. There is no worship, no praise, no houses for the people, no fortification, no princes. No wonder Jeremiah weeps.

Lamentations 2:11, 12
 

Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city. They say to their mothers, Where is corn and wine? when they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city, when their soul was poured out into their mothers’ bosom.

Jeremiah’s eyes didn’t fill with tears when he was put in stocks or thrown in a cistern. He wept not for his own pain. But his heart broke for the very people who sought his life.

Lamentations 2:13–15
 

What thing shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee? Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity; but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment. All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole earth?

Whom the Lord loves, He chastens (Hebrews 12:6). Those apart from the Lord sin to their heart’s content without ever seeming to get punished by Him. Yes, they experience the consequences of sin—but they’re not chastened by the Father because the Father only disciplines His own. He disciplines because He loves them and He chastens because He’s preparing them for eternity.

Lamentations 2:16, 17
 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen it. The LORD hath done that which he had devised; he hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the horn of thine adversaries.

“We have swallowed Jerusalem up,” the Babylonians boasted. But they were wrong. It was the Lord doing His work. When things come down around us, we ought not to blame other people. It’s the Lord who is at work, either allowing it or using it for our growth and His glory.

Lamentations 2:18, 19
 

Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease. Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the top of every street.

Jerusalem’s only hope was to cry out to the Lord.

Lamentations 2:20
 

Behold, O LORD, and consider to whom thou hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long? shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?

Not only was there destruction and starvation, but cannibalism was taking place. Can a nation really sink that low? Yes. When women in our own country destroy their babies in order that they might have an easier life themselves, it’s the same sin as the sin of Jerusalem.

Lamentations 2:21, 22
 

The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not pitied. Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round about, so that in the day of the LORD’s anger none escaped nor remained: those that I have swaddled and brought up hath mine enemy consumed.

For forty years, Jeremiah had preached, prophesied, and plead. There was no comfort however, in being proven so accurate. Had only the people listened, what unspeakable tragedy they would have been spared.

Chapter 3
 

In chapter 3, we come to the prophet and God. I love this because in it we see a ray of hope as Jeremiah deals with depression concerning the devastation that surrounds him.

Lamentations 3:1–8
 

I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light. Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day. My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones. He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy. Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer.

Observing the destruction of Jerusalem, Jeremiah is overcome with emotional distress. He’s weighed down and bound up. He prays but feels like he’s not heard. His teeth feel like they’ve been kicked in. His bones feel like they’ve been broken and even his skin feels old.

Lamentations 3:9–20
 

He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths crooked. He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places. He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow. He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins. I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day. He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood. He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes. And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace: I forgat prosperity. And I said, My strength and my hope is perished from the LORD: Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me.

Jeremiah feels trapped and confused, hunted and haunted, bitter and bewildered, hopeless and humiliated. But then his mood changes radically…

Lamentations 3:21–23
 

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

“Lord, even though I see devastation all around me, even though I feel heaviness within me, even though I deserve to be consumed and wiped out totally, You are faithful and merciful to me,” Jeremiah says. We all deserve destruction. Our attitudes, thoughts, and motives should all cause us to agree with Paul when he says that there is not one that does good (Romans 3:12).

Lamentations 3:24
 

The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

It’s not that the Lord gives my portion, it’s that He is my portion. Jeremiah reflects not only upon the mercy of God but upon the satisfaction He finds in God.

Lamentations 3:25, 26
 

The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.

Here, Jeremiah continues to speak words of great hope, hope being the absolute expectation of coming good.

Lamentations 3:27
 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.

Sometimes people wonder why they’re not at the top of their profession after three months on the job. It’s a mistake we can make even in ministry. It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth. Be faithful in little things. Start at the bottom (Matthew 20:27).

Lamentations 3:28–30
 

He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him. He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope. He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with reproach.

This picture of humility and submission is, of course, no better personified than in Jesus (Isaiah 50:6).

Lamentations 3:31, 32
 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever: But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.

God’s compassion is limitless, His mercy multitudinous, His pardon abundant (Isaiah 55:7).

Lamentations 3:33
 

For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.

God is not out to rattle your cage. He’s not pacing in heaven, planning who to afflict today. Rather, He loves us too much to let us get away with sin continually. So He will afflict us—but He does so reluctantly. As Jeremiah rejoices in these understandings, His depression lifts.

Lamentations 3:34–36
 

To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth, To turn aside the right of a man before the face of the most High, To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not.

This speaks of perversion of justice.

Lamentations 3:37–39
 

Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not? Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and good? Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins?

Even in captivity, the people had no grounds upon which to complain.

Lamentations 3:40
 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.

“Search me, O God,” David prayed (Psalm 139:23). Here, Jeremiah echoes his prayer, which is an excellent prayer for us, as well.

Lamentations 3:41
 

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.

Is your heart down? Lift it up. How? With your hands. Lift your hands. Worship. Sing praise to God. Shout for joy. Clap your hands. Bow before Him. Kneel in His presence. Worship—and the blues will leave. Depression will lift because the garment of praise is the antidote for the spirit of heaviness (Isaiah 61:3).

For topical study of Lamentations 3:22–41, see “Battling the Blues.” 

Lamentations 3:42, 43
 

We have transgressed and have rebelled: thou hast not pardoned. Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted us: thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied.

In other words, because the Babylonian captivity had not yet ended, God’s people were still in the midst of experiencing God’s chastening.

Lamentations 3:44
 

Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through.

“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear,” Isaiah declared (59:2). No wonder, then, that the people felt separated from God.

Lamentations 3:45–47
 

Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people. All our enemies have opened their mouths against us. Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation and destruction.

According to Jesus, being reviled is a blessing if it’s for His sake (Matthew 5:11). These people, however, were not in the position to be blessed because they were being reviled for their own sin.

We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 1 Corinthians 4:10–13


Paul shows us how to live what Jesus taught.

Lamentations 3:48–51
 

Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction of the daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission, Till the LORD look down, and behold from heaven. Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all the daughters of my city.

Jonah was a whining prophet. Jeremiah was a weeping prophet. Which are we?

For topical study on Lamentations 3:48–51, see “Weeping or Whining?.” 

Verses 52 through 66 refer to Jeremiah 38, where we read that, as he was cast into a cistern, sinking in the mud, Jeremiah felt as though he was about to be destroyed…

Lamentations 3:52–66
 

Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause. They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me. Waters flowed over mine head; then I said, I am cut off. I called upon thy name, O LORD, out of the low dungeon. Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not. O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life. O LORD, thou hast seen my wrong: judge thou my cause. Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their imaginations against me. Thou hast heard their reproach, O LORD, and all their imaginations against me; The lips of those that rose up against me, and their device against me all the day. Behold their sitting down, and their rising up; I am their musick. Render unto them a recompence, O LORD, according to the work of their hands. Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them. Persecute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the LORD.

Why is this incident inserted into this poem at this time? Most likely it’s because Jeremiah uses it to encourage the people of Jerusalem. “I was going down and I thought my life was over,” he says in essence. “But I cried out to the Lord. He heard me and I was delivered.”

Testimonies are so important. Multitudes gathered around Jesus when they heard testimonies of the great things He had done. I believe great multitudes will be evangelized and edified today if they hear what the Lord is doing in the lives of His people, the church. In the forties and fifties, the church sometimes emphasized testimonies to the neglect of the Word. Presently, I think the pendulum has swung too far in the opposite direction for testimonies are invaluable tools our Father can use to showcase His matchless mercy and glorious grace.




BATTLING THE BLUES

A Topical Study of


LAMENTATIONS 3:22–41


It wasn’t that Jeremiah was a giant of a man physically, for he was manhandled and put into prison frequently. Nor would he be considered a giant of a man occupationally, for he preached for forty years without seeing a single soul respond. But he was indeed a giant spiritually and eternally for he prophesied with integrity, honesty, and incredible accuracy. He prophesied the captivity of Judah, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the coming of Jesus Christ. Yet even though he was a spiritual giant of a man, he was a man nonetheless. And, like all men, he battled the blues and dealt with discouragement.

If you never deal with discouragement it is either because you are very dumb or very dead because the more you know about life, the more vulnerable you are to becoming discouraged with life. Observing situations geopolitically or the situations in one’s own life personally can lead to depression and discouragement quite easily. Jeremiah was one who knew about this. Therefore, I’d like us to see the way this giant of a man waged war against the blues.

Affliction


He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy.
Lamentations 3:6, 7


What caused Jeremiah’s affliction? When the Babylonians came down, as Jeremiah had prophesied for years that they would, they offered him the opportunity to go anywhere he wanted. But Jeremiah chose to remain with his people. He could have had it made in the shade. He could have lived anywhere he wanted in the vast Babylonian empire. Yet he remained in Jerusalem. But in so doing, he became an eyewitness to her destruction.

Maybe, like Jeremiah, you’re hurt by what you see happening. Things are coming down. Things are looking bad. And, sitting on a hillside, looking at the situation, you wonder why you’re chained up and broken down.

Reflection


This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.
Lamentations 3:21


In Lamentations 3, the mood changes as Jeremiah uncovers a way to get out of the doldrums, to beat the blues, to ward off depression. He reflects upon three things that lift his spirit and give him hope.

First, he reflects on the mercy of God.

It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22, 23


Jeremiah sees destruction taking place, depression setting in, but he realizes that, because of the Lord’s mercies, he is not destroyed. This is an important understanding because, in times of depression, if you’re not getting what you want, you can at least thank God that you’re not getting what you don’t want. You deserve to be totally consumed. So do I. We have violated the Word of God. We have rebelled against the Spirit of God. We disobey what we know is right. Therefore, it is simply due to the Lord’s mercies that we are not annihilated.

What would happen if, on any given day, your entire day was filmed—not only your actions but your thoughts, as well—and the film was played for all to see. Multiply that day by every day and you’ll understand that without the Lord’s mercy, we’d all be sunk. If you were God and observed people constantly gossiping, conniving, cheating, stealing, and backsliding, wouldn’t you finally say, “That’s enough!”? But His compassions fail not. They’re new every morning. And that is great news.

Do you ever get so depressed and discouraged you want to die? In essence, the Lord gives us that opportunity every evening. Chemical reactions take place in our bodies that cause drowsiness. We find ourselves slowing down, our systems closing down almost to the point of death when we fall asleep. I believe this is because the Lord knows that every seventeen or eighteen hours, we’ve messed things up so badly that we need a fresh start. Thus, we wake morning by morning seeing new mercies. Our bodies kick into action and we approach the day with new energy. Morning by morning, as we seek the Lord, we find a new infusion of spiritual energy because of His mercy.

Second, Jeremiah reflects on the satisfaction he finds in God.

The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.
Lamentations 3:24


Jeremiah doesn’t say that the Lord gives him his portion. He says the Lord is his portion. In this, lies a real secret. That is, we often think we need something from the Lord—be it financial provision, a restored relationship, or a new job. In reality, however, it’s not some thing we need it’s some One we need. “The Lord Himself is my portion,” Jeremiah said. “The city is burning down around me. The people are scattering before me. But the Lord is my portion internally.”

Jesus didn’t say, “I give you life,” He said, “I am the life” (John 14:6). He didn’t say, “I’ll show you the door.” He said, “I am the door” (John 10:9). No wonder Paul would say that all the promises of God are fulfilled in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20). Whatever you need, it’s not something Jesus gives to you. It’s who He is for you.

Haven’t you discovered that, when you get away and seek the Lord for a period of time, although you thought you needed a solution to this problem or an answer to that question, you realize that what you needed all along was simply the Lord? In the midst of his darkness and depression, Jeremiah said, “the Lord is my portion. He is what I need. And when I spend time with Him, I find such satisfaction in my soul that nothing else matters.”

Finally, Jeremiah reflects on the goodness of God.

The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.
Lamentations 3:25


I am made of dust, of molecules. The same molecules in me could have been structured to be a petunia. But I’m a person—a living entity with a body, soul, and spirit. Why? Because, before time, God determined that I would exist and that you would, too. In His goodness, God has gifted you and allowed you to exist not as a petunia, a worm, or a rock but as a person. That He has given us the gift of life is His goodness at its very root. He planned you and ordained you before time even began. He chose the color of your hair, the color of your eyes, the shape of your body, the make-up of your personality. He knew all about you (Jeremiah 1:5).

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
Colossians 1:16


We exist for one purpose: to magnify and please God. And when we do this, we fulfill the reason for our existence. The goodness of God is discovered by those who say, “I exist for You, Lord. Therefore, I want to know You.”

If you’re living for your husband, wife, the next party, paycheck or car, you’ll find only emptiness. But if you wait on the Lord and seek Him, you’ll find goodness.

Instruction


Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.
Lamentations 3:40, 41


In light of his discouragement, Jeremiah calls first for internal evaluation as he says, “Let us search and try our ways and turn again to the Lord.” I think of Peter in the storm. As the waves battered his boat and terror filled his heart, Jesus came walking toward him.

“Lord? Is that You?” Peter asked. “Bid me come.”

The Lord did just that. And, as long as Peter kept his eyes on the Lord, he walked on water, above the storm. But once he took his eyes off the Lord and looked at the storm, he began to sink. At that point, Peter didn’t go through a lot of gyrations or a lengthy prayer of petition. He simply said, “Lord, save me!” And the Lord immediately picked him up (Matthew 14:30, 31).

On any given day, if we say, “Lord, I’m going to turn to You. I’m tired of talking about, dwelling on, living in my problems. Sure the city is on fire. Yes, there are real difficulties surrounding me. But I’m not going to focus on them any longer. I’m going to turn again to You. You are the object of my desire.” Like Peter, we will be lifted out of the waves that would otherwise sink us.

Second, when you are battling the blues, dealing with depression, Jeremiah says there is something very practical you can do: worship. “Put on the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,” Isaiah says (61:3). Even as we choose to put on a sweatshirt for the spirit of chilliness, we can choose on any given day to put on the garment of praise when we’re feeling defeated.

At sports events, standing up, clapping, lifting hands, and shouting for joy are natural responses. What is within us innately needs to be re-directed to the God of eternity. Why? Because it is with our hands that our heart is lifted up.

You don’t have to be depressed hour after hour, day after month after year. You can follow Jeremiah’s instruction. You can evaluate internally. You can express outwardly. You can have success and victory in battling the blues. No one’s afflictions are greater than were Jeremiah’s. And he found the solution to them by taking his eyes off the flames of Jerusalem and fixing them instead on the faithfulness of Jehovah.




 




WEEPING OR WHINING?

A Topical Study of


LAMENTATIONS 3:48–51


I remember the night when, after teaching on Lamentations, I went home, talked awhile with my wife, Tammy, then went to bed—only to bolt upright just before midnight with my mind in overdrive and my heart stirred. Knowing the Lord was speaking to me, I got up, grabbed a notebook and pen, and began to write. When I finished, I glanced at the clock and was surprised to see it was 4:30 in the morning. I don’t say this to impress you with my spirituality—for most of the time, I snooze right through such incidents. I say it to impress upon you my belief that this is the Word of the Lord for you and me today.

Consider, as I did in those early morning hours, the prophets Jonah and Jeremiah…

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Hesitated When Called to the Ministry


Jonah hesitated out of hostility. Called to minister to the most vicious and sadistic people in the history of the world, Jonah wanted to see God blast the Ninevites, not bless them. He wanted them to experience God’s fury, not His forgiveness. Jeremiah, on the other hand, hesitated out of insecurity. Feeling incapable of carrying out the Lord’s mission for Him, “I cannot speak,” Jeremiah protested. “I am but a child. I’m not ready to be a prophet” (see Jeremiah 1:6).

What about us? Jesus said, “You shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

But perhaps, like Jeremiah, we hesitate out of insecurity. “Oh, Lord, I can’t do that,” we argue. “I don’t know enough Bible verses. I haven’t had enough experience. That’s not my personality.” Gang, God will never ask you to do that which He does not empower you to do. Jesus didn’t say we should be His witnesses or we had better be His witnesses. He said we shall be His witnesses. It will happen!

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Were Sent into a City


Jonah was sent to Nineveh—capital of the powerful Assyrian empire, political capital of the world. But it was nearly impossible to get Jonah into Nineveh. In fact, he never would have made it there without a storm at sea and a whale for an escort.

Jeremiah was sent to Jerusalem—the city of God, the spiritual capital of the world. But it was nearly impossible to get Jeremiah out of Jerusalem. Before the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, King Nebuchadnezzar sent an emissary to Jeremiah, saying, “We know you’re a prophet of God. Therefore, we’ll take care of you wherever you choose to go throughout the empire.”

“Thanks, but no thanks,” Jeremiah said. “I’m going to stay here with my people” (see Jeremiah 40:4–6).

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Were Separated from Their Friends and Families


Jonah was physically separated from friends and family by hundreds of miles geographically. Jeremiah was separated from friends and family emotionally when his friends forsook him and his brothers dealt treacherously with him (Jeremiah 11; 12).

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Were Manhandled


After learning Jonah was the reason for the storms that threatened their lives, his fellow sailors reluctantly threw him overboard. On the other hand, the priests and prophets of Jerusalem, who cast Jeremiah into dungeons on five separate occasions, manhandled him not reluctantly but readily.

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Were Cast into a Pit


Jonah referred to his accommodations in the belly of the great fish as the pit of hell itself (Jonah 2:2). Jeremiah was cast into a pit that, because it had previously been a holding tank for water, was filled with mud and mire. Like Jonah, Jeremiah knew if he kept sinking, he would soon die (Jeremiah 38:6).

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Cried Out to the Lord


Jonah was delivered by the command of God when he was deposited on the beach by the great fish. Jeremiah was delivered by the hand of man when Ebed-melech had compassion on him and pulled him out of the pit (Jeremiah 38:13).

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Preached to the People


Jonah preached a single sermon: “In forty days, Nineveh will be destroyed.” He offered no solution, gave no instruction, showed no compassion. Jeremiah, on the other hand, preached a multitude of messages, not for forty days but for forty years. With illustration, persuasion, and passion, Jeremiah poured out his heart to the people of Jerusalem.

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Saw the People’s Response to God


Through his single-sentence sermon, Jonah witnessed a revival from God when the entire city of Nineveh turned to the Lord in humility and repentance. On the other hand, after preaching forty years, Jeremiah witnessed the rejection of God when not a single person responded to his message.

Let this be a word to every one of us in ministry today. For forty years, this prophet—esteemed by heaven and studied by Christians throughout the ages—saw not one conversion. Yet if Jonah and Jeremiah were ministering today, about whom would the books be written? Who would the photographers photograph and the interviewers question? Whose picture would be on the cover of Christianity Today? Jonah. What about Jeremiah? He’d be sitting in the back row of one of Jonah’s “Effective Ministry” seminars, taking notes and trying to figure out what he’d done wrong.

Dear people, the greatest revival that ever happened took place through a man whose heart was not right with God. Therefore, we are oh, so foolish if we evaluate ministry numerically. I don’t care how much fruit you see in your ministry, how much approval you get, how many folks come forward, or how many souls you’ve led to the Lord. Don’t evaluate ministry on the basis of whom God uses. After all, He used a donkey to talk to Balaam and a heathen Pharaoh to speak to a godly Josiah.

Jesus taught that the first shall be last and the last first (Matthew 19:30). This means that in heaven there will be all kinds of surprises when the Lord says to the Jonahs who are sitting in the front row waiting for their rewards, “Why don’t you move back a few thousand rows because, although I used you, your hearts were far from Me.” And to the Jeremiahs—to those who were thought to be total failures, to those whose ministry never seemed to come together, to those who looked like losers in the eyes of men—He’ll say, “Well done, good and faithful servants. Come! Enter into My joy.”

That’s why Paul says we’re not to judge anything before that time (1 Corinthians 4:5). We’re not to evaluate who is successful and who is not because only the Lord knows the heart of man.

Both Jonah and Jeremiah Sat on a Hillside at the End of Their Ministry


Jonah whined about his possession—a gourd that had been destroyed by a worm. Jeremiah wept for the people who had rejected, imprisoned, beaten, and mocked him. This absolutely astounds me. If I were Jeremiah, I would have said, “For forty years, I warned you. And what did you do? You threw me in prison, gave me forty lashes, and turned your back on me. Now it’s your turn to get beat up a bit.” But Jeremiah didn’t do that. He sat on a hillside with hot tears running down his dusty cheeks.

What about us? Do we weep—or do we whine? Do we whine about how we’re going to make our house payment, about why no one appreciates us, about why we don’t feel good? Or do we weep for those who walk in darkness, for those who don’t know God, for those who are going to hell? If our tears were measured over the last five years, how many would have been shed for the unsaved? On what do our prayers center? “Bless my ministry, my family, my friends,” or, “God have mercy upon those who don’t know You, who are down on You, who are going to be destroyed unless they turn to You?” We will become shrunken little people if all we are concerned about is our little world. The Lord desires us to be big people—expansive in our view of His world.

In the darkness of those early morning hours, I brokenly said, “Lord, I’m much more like Jonah than Jeremiah. I whine more about my gourd than about Your people. But, Father, what made Jeremiah Jeremiah? What gave him the ability to hang in there for forty years with people who rejected, abused, and despised him? Where did he get that kind of compassion? How does a Jonah like me become a Jeremiah for You?”

As I searched through the Books of Jeremiah and Lamentations, I found nothing. Oh, sure, I could speculate that it was the work of the Holy Spirit upon him or the result of prayer within him, but I needed more than speculation. The next day, I wrestled and struggled and discussed the question to no avail. “Perhaps there is no conclusion,” I reasoned. But in my heart, I knew the way of the Lord is not to leave us in that kind of frustration.

And then the Lord led me to Luke for the solution to this situation, for there we see not Jonah, not Jeremiah, but Jesus. And in Jesus all answers are always found. He is the solution to every problem, the explanation to every dilemma.

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,
Luke 19:41


As Jesus was about to enter Jerusalem to die for the sins of humanity, knowing Jerusalem was headed for another wave of persecution, He stopped on a hillside and wept for the city—just as Jeremiah had done. Jesus showed the same compassion Jeremiah had shown, the same broken heart, the same tear-filled eyes. That is why, when asked who people thought He was, His disciples answered that some thought He was Jeremiah back from the dead (Matthew 16:14). Interestingly, not one person mistook Jesus for Jonah.

The only way I will have compassion for colleagues, friends, and neighbors is if Jesus weeps for them through me. What does this mean? It means that if I spend increased amounts of time with Jesus, I will become more like Him. I’ll see what He sees and feel what He feels.

In 1 Samuel 22, a rag-tag group of renegades who were in debt, distressed, and discontent gathered around David. And as they hung around their leader, who was sharp and effective, they became like him. So too, as we spend more and more time with our Leader, we who are in debt, distressed, and discontent will become more like Him, feeling what He does, seeing people the way He sees them.

As we spend time with Jesus, whining will cease and weeping will increase. Why? Because, although we choose not to think about our neighbor going to hell, Jesus sees him eternally headed for damnation and His heart breaks. While we believe in hell theologically, Jesus knows about hell experientially. That is why He spoke more about hell than about heaven. Forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus wept over the city, knowing what was to happen. And in these last moments before the destruction of the world, He weeps again.

Precious people, you’ll know how close you are to the Lord at any given moment by what you’re crying about. Are you whining for yourself or weeping for the lost? May the Father in His great mercy change us Jonahs into Jeremiahs as we spend time with Jesus. May He turn our whining to weeping, our self-pity to compassion, and our hardened hearts to tear-stained cheeks.




 

Chapter 4
 

In the fourth chapter, as Jeremiah watches the destruction of Jerusalem, we see the people of God…

Lamentations 4:1 (a)
 

How is the gold become dim! how is the most fine gold changed!…

This describes the blackening of the gold that was covering the inside of the temple. In today’s economy, it has been estimated the temple would be worth seventeen billion dollars.

Lamentations 4:1 (b), 2
 

…the stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top of every street. The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!

The pride of Jerusalem was being likened to earthen pitchers, broken and cracked.

Lamentations 4:3, 4
 

Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suck to their young ones: the daughter of my people is become cruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness. The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: the young children ask bread, and no man breaketh it unto them.

Famine was already taking place because the Babylonians had besieged the city for quite some time. Why would children pay the price for the rebellion of their parents? It isn’t fair, but that’s the way it always is. God’s Word is not talking idealistically but realistically, saying that when parents rebel, children pay the price. If there’s no other reason to keep us from sinning, let us consider this one. I don’t want my kids and others to suffer needlessly because of my stupid iniquity.

Lamentations 4:5, 6
 

They that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: they that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills. For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on her.

“What’s happening here is worse than what happened in Sodom,” Jeremiah says. Known for its sin, Sodom was destroyed instantaneously. “That would have been better than suffering the famine, the slow starvation I see all around me,” Jeremiah laments.

Lamentations 4:7–10
 

Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire: Their visage is blacker than a coal; they are not known in the streets: their skin cleaveth to their bones; it is withered, it is become like a stick. They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunger: for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people.

These women were eating their own children. Lest that sounds incomprehensible to us, we must realize that, in abortion, our culture condones the same thing. Certainly these people were no more guilty than we.

Lamentations 4:11, 12
 

The LORD hath accomplished his fury; he hath poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that the adversary and the enemy should have entered into the gates of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem was built on a hill which gave it strategic advantage. In addition, Jerusalem was also in the middle of an arms build-up. Yet when God judges, neither a country’s location nor its fortification is worth a hill of beans.

Lamentations 4:13–15
 

For the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her priests, that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her, They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have polluted themselves with blood, so that men could not touch their garments. They cried unto them, Depart ye; it is unclean; depart, depart, touch not: when they fled away and wandered, they said among the heathen, They shall no more sojourn there.

“We don’t want them here,” said the people concerning the false prophets and polluted priests. Those who should have been filled with the knowledge of God were cast out of Jerusalem and even the surrounding heathen countries.

Lamentations 4:16, 17
 

The anger of the LORD hath divided them; he will no more regard them: they respected not the persons of the priests, they favoured not the elders. As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain help: in our watching we have watched for a nation that could not save us.

This speaks of Judah’s alliance with Egypt. She trusted Egypt—but Egypt didn’t come through for her. Egypt is a type of the world and the world will never be there for us. If you think you can fall back on your bank account or friends in the time of real need, the Egyptians won’t be there. If your heart is not right with God, in the day of trouble, you will have no help to see you through.

Lamentations 4:18–21
 

They hunt our steps, that we cannot go in our streets: our end is near, our days are fulfilled; for our end is come. Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven: they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness. The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the LORD, was taken in their pits, of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the heathen. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the land of Uz; the cup also shall pass through unto thee: thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked.

“Rejoice, Edom. Be glad,” Jeremiah says sarcastically to Jerusalem’s enemies. Later on, Obadiah will come on the scene and will have a scathing word for the Edomites because the Edomites were rejoicing in the problem of the Jews. This should sober us about how we view the afflictions of our enemies. Jeremiah is hinting at what Obadiah will later fully expand. That is, rejoicing in another’s pain marks us for our own eventual pain and suffering.

Lamentations 4:22 (a)
 

The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion; he will no more carry thee away into captivity: he will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom…

Jeremiah offers a word of hope here in this psalm of sorrow. That is, there’s an end. The chastening process won’t go on and on indefinitely. Therefore, you who are going through the chastening process or the season of reaping the harvest of sin, wondering if you’ll ever get over it, the answer is yes. If you sow sin, it will always come up—but it will always be taken away in due time. You just have to go through it. Why? Because the Lord wants us to learn our lesson well so that we won’t keep repeating the same pattern of rebellion.

Lamentations 4:22 (b)
 

…he will discover thy sins.

If we confess our sins, God covers them with His blood. But if we continue in sin, He will “dis-cover” them. As we see in Obadiah, Edom would find this out.

Chapter 5
 

In chapter 5, we see prayer to God. Each of the four previous chapters was a stylized acrostic. Each verse began with a letter in the Hebrew alphabet. But in chapter 5, suddenly the stylized acrostic pattern is swept away by sheer emotion. No longer is Jeremiah being poetic. Now he’s just being prayerful. And this is an important chapter because in it we see four lessons that help us understand how to pray when we see destruction taking place around or within us.

The first lesson is remembering…

Lamentations 5:1–15
 

Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold unto us. Our necks are under persecution: we labour, and have no rest. We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their iniquities. Servants have ruled over us: there is none that doth deliver us out of their hand. We gat our bread with the peril of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness. Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine. They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah. Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of elders were not honoured. They took the young men to grind, and the children fell under the wood. The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from their musick. The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning.

If you’re lamenting in the day of trial, testing, or difficulty, a good way to begin your prayer is to say, “Remember me, Lord.” Isn’t that what the thief on the cross said to Jesus? One thief mocked Him. But the other said, “When You come into Your kingdom remember me” (Luke 23:42).

I like that prayer because my tendency would have been to say, “Lord, deliver me.” Or, “Lord, listen while I tell you why I don’t deserve to be here.” How often I hear myself praying with that kind of mentality. “Deliver me, Lord. Heal me, Lord. Listen to me, Lord.” I hate my tendency to think that the Lord is at my beck and call. How I love the thief on the cross who said not, “Deliver me,” not “Listen to me,” but simply, “Remember me.”

Lamentations 5:16
 

The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned!

After remembrance, we see repentance. Jeremiah doesn’t say, “Lord, they have sinned.” He says, “We have sinned.” When Nehemiah, Ezra, and the great men of the Word prayed in brokenness, they always included themselves in the sinfulness of the people.

Lamentations 5:17–19
 

For this our heart is faint; for these things our eyes are dim. Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. Thou, O LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation.

Third, we see recognition. Even in the midst of this tragedy, Jeremiah says, “Lord, I know You are on the throne and in control.”

“Where is God?” people ask when they’re going through times of destruction. But a far better way to pray is to pray like Jeremiah: “Lord, from generations past to generations in the future, You are on the throne. And if You allowed this, You’ll turn it for good because You promise that all things work together for good to those who love You—not just good things, not just some things, not even most things—but all things.”

Lamentations 5:20, 21
 

Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time? Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old.

Renewal is the fourth element of praying in dark days and destructive times. “Renew us, Lord,” Jeremiah prays. How does the Lord renew us? Not by us trying to earn it but simply through His mercy poured upon us via the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5).

Lamentations 5:22
 

But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth against us.

This would better be translated as a question. “Have You utterly rejected us? Are You still angry with us?” Thus, Jeremiah ends his book with a question—one that will be answered as the history of God’s people and His faithfulness to them unfolds.

Lamentations is a heavy book, but it’s necessary for our growth. It reminds us not only that sin always brings sorrow but that blues can be battled, that depression can be defeated. It causes us to ask ourselves if we weep for the lost. Our theology says that people who don’t know the Lord will be damned. But what would happen if we really knew that our mothers and fathers and friends and brothers were truly going to hell? I believe if we really understood that, we, like Jeremiah, would not be whining about ourselves anymore but weeping for the lost and living to share the gospel.

Finally, Lamentations reminds us that God entrusts tough messages to tender men. Jeremiah was perhaps the most tender man in all of the Bible, yet he had the toughest message of all. When G. Campbell Morgan watched D. L. Moody preach, he concluded that Moody had the right to preach on hell for he always talks about it with tears in his voice.

Lord, make us like Jeremiah—not preaching condemningly, but sharing compassionately.







EZEKIEL
 

Background to Ezekiel
 

If Isaiah was the prophet who declared the salvation of God and Jeremiah was the prophet who declared the judgment of God, Ezekiel was the prophet who declared the mystery and majesty of God. We are given the setting of the book that bears his name in verses 1 and 2, where Ezekiel identifies himself as a captive in Babylon.

In the year 605 B.C., the Babylonians came from the north to besiege Jerusalem. They didn’t destroy the city at that time, but they did carry away a number of young men who were considered to be the cream of the crop—including a young man named Daniel, along with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego—back to Babylon. In doing this, Nebuchadnezzar was serving notice to Jerusalem that she had better keep in line.

Jerusalem, however, didn’t get the message. In 597 B.C., the Jews showed signs of rebellion. So Nebuchadnezzar came down a second time. This time, he took 10,000 people to Babylon, one of whom was a young priest in training named Ezekiel. The captives were not treated cruelly or brutally because, unlike the Assyrians, the Babylonian style was not to destroy them but to impress them. Babylon was surrounded by walls approximately thirty-five stories tall and eighty-seven feet wide with a hundred towers. Inside the city were numerous temples to the Babylonian god, Marduk. Throughout the city, there were over three hundred hanging gardens considered to be one of the wonders of the ancient world. With flowering plants imported from all over the world, their beauty was unparalleled. In addition, Babylonian garments were highly treasured throughout the known world. So when the Babylonians brought the Jews into the city, they didn’t destroy them with brutality. Instead, they seduced them with carnality. And the Jews grew so comfortable in Babylon that, when they were allowed to go home seventy years later, only a handful chose to leave.

Ezekiel ministered to people who were carried into Babylon, who, at that time, still had hard hearts toward the Lord. Meanwhile, Jerusalem still showed signs of rebellion. So in 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar came down a third time and this time destroyed the city, burned the temple, and wiped out the populace. We saw that happen in the Book of Jeremiah and felt the heartbeat of the Lord in the Book of Lamentations. Here, in Ezekiel, we’ll be with the Jews in captivity for seventy long years, seven hundred miles from Jerusalem, their home.

Chapter 1
 

Ezekiel 1:1, 2
 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity,

It was as he sat by the river Chebar, a captive away from home, no doubt feeling lonely and isolated, that the heavens opened to Ezekiel. Therefore, if you feel isolated, cut off from family or separated from friends, as though something is going on that is uncomfortable or uncertain, take hope. Ezekiel had this glorious vision of the reality of God when he was in a place of isolation.

The Bible speaks of the opening of the heavens on a number of occasions. In Matthew 3:16, it was when Jesus was baptized—a picture of death, burial, and resurrection—that the heavens were opened. When we get to the place where we say, “Lord, I’m dying to self and living for You,” the heavens will be opened. We’ll have visions, new insights, new understanding.

The heavens were opened again in Acts 6. There we see Stephen being stoned to death, martyred for his belief in Jesus. As the rocks were flying, he looked up and saw Jesus standing, ready to receive Him. When you go through persecution, heaven becomes more real.

In Acts 10, Peter was on the rooftop, praying, when suddenly the heavens were opened and he had a vision of a sheet descending from heaven bearing food forbidden to Jews. It was then that the Lord began to deal with him, saying, “You’re not under the Law any longer. I’m doing something new.” When we seek the Lord and pray with intensity, we’ll hear the Lord’s voice to a greater degree.

Finally, in Malachi 4, we are told that when we give our tithes to the Lord, He opens the heavens and pours out blessing upon us. When you give to the Lord, when you seek the Lord, when you take a stand for the Lord, when you die to self and live for the Lord, the heavens will be opened to you. The problem is, we don’t sit by a river, we float down it. We don’t go up to the mountain, we ski down it. When we’re going through hard times, we think we’ve got to get away for recreation. But how much better it would be to get away for meditation and contemplation. Ezekiel was doing just that—and what a vision he had.

Ezekiel 1:3
 

The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him.

If Ezekiel was thirty years old when this vision began and it was in the fifth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, he was carried away when he was twenty-five. Being the son of a priest, he would have been training for the priesthood. Priests began training when they were twenty and began their ministry at the age of thirty, even as Jesus began His ministry at thirty. Instead of an ordination, however, Ezekiel is about to receive incredible revelation.

Ezekiel 1:4, 5
 

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.

These four living creatures are unlike anything we’ve ever seen. John saw the same creatures and recorded his vision in Revelation 4 and 5. They had the appearance of a man, and therefore provide a model of ministry. Couldn’t God have used something more effective than men to accomplish His work? Indeed! But by using people like you and me, those observing can only say, “Is God ever gracious! Look how kind He is to use people like them!”

Ezekiel 1:6, 7 (a)
 

And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot…

“Straight feet” speak of stability. If we are going to be used by the Lord, we can’t allow ourselves the “luxury” of impulsive excursions. The Bible doesn’t give us excuses to go through emotional ups and downs.

Ezekiel 1:7 (b)
 

…and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.

This speaks of purity. There’s no other way to be purified than through fiery problems and difficulties. Our faith is more precious than gold purified by fire, Peter tells us (1 Peter 1:7). How did the smelter know when the gold was truly pure? When he could look into the molten gold and see the reflection of his own face, he would know the gold was pure. So too, the Lord takes us through hot times and fiery trials. It’s a long process but, if we hang in there, we’ll begin to see something of Jesus reflected in us.

Ezekiel 1:8 (a)
 

And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides…

The four creatures had wings, but also hands because hands are necessary to reach out practically.

Ezekiel 1:8 (b), 9 (a)
 

…and they four had their faces and their wings. Their wings were joined one to another…

How important it is if we’re going to serve God to be linked together because with unity comes accountability. We’d see fewer problems in the church today if we had fewer “Lone Rangers” unaccountable to anyone else.

Ezekiel 1:9 (b), 10
 

…they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.

The head speaks primarily of Jesus Christ.

For topical study of Ezekiel 1:10, see “Creature Features.” 

Ezekiel 1:11 (a)
 

Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward…

Here we see the priority of the four creatures—seeking first the kingdom and heavenly matters.

Ezekiel 1:11 (b)
 

…two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies.

Here we see the humility of the four creatures. We can’t be effective if we’re pompous, proud, and self-sufficient. These living creatures covered themselves in humility.

Ezekiel 1:12 (a)
 

And they went every one straight forward…

This speaks of integrity. The four creatures moved straight forward—not meandering, not deviating, but straight ahead.

Ezekiel 1:12 (b)
 

…whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went.

Here we see availability. The four creatures went wherever the Spirit led. In Acts 8, we read of a great revival that took place in Samaria through the ministry of Philip. Suddenly, however, the Spirit picked Philip up and plopped him in the desert so he could talk to one man. That doesn’t make sense according to church growth manuals. You don’t leave a revival to go talk to one guy. But the Spirit knew exactly what He was doing, for from that one man, all of northern Africa was reached with the gospel.

Ezekiel 1:13
 

As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning.

This speaks of intensity. The living creatures weren’t just flickering. They were burning, ignited, on fire. One evangelist of old was asked how he attracted so many people to come and hear him preach. “It’s very simple,” he answered. “I pray in my closet until I’m ignited. And then I come out and people come to see me burn.”

Ezekiel 1:14
 

And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

Here, we see activity. The living creatures moved like lightning. It has been said that God never uses a lazy man. If you want to be used by the Lord, you must be wholehearted, energetic, and enthusiastic in your service for Him. You must be ready to lay aside anything that slows you down (Hebrews 12:1).

Ezekiel 1:15–17
 

Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went.

Ezekiel sees creatures unlike any he’s ever seen or heard about. And right next to them are wheels in the middle of a wheel—like gyroscopes. Due to their ability to travel in any direction, they speak of the omnipresence of God.

Ezekiel 1:18 (a)
 

As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful…

The fact that they were “dreadful or awesome” speaks of the omnipotence of God.

Ezekiel 1:18 (b)
 

…and their rings were full of eyes round about them four.

Finally, covered with eyes, the wheels speak of the omniscience of God. Here, Ezekiel is seeing things he can hardly describe. But even though difficult, he is able to convey some aspect of the omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience of God.

Ezekiel 1:19–21
 

And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

The living creatures were linked to, and evidently transported to some degree by the wheels. The same spirit in the living creatures was also in the wheels. This says something glorious to us. That is, if we are servants of the omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent God, He is committed to and linked with us. Christ in you, Paul says, is the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).

If we only understood the reality of the presence and power of the Lord in our lives, we would not fear problems, get blown away by Satan, or be paralyzed in inactivity. We would say, “The wheel in the middle of the wheel is with me. And He’s awesome.”

Ezekiel 1:22
 

And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above.

There is a firmament above the heads of the four creatures that is “terrible,” or indescribably beautiful.

Ezekiel 1:23, 24
 

And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies. And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings.

When the four creatures took flight, it must have sounded like a 747 jet taking off.

Ezekiel 1:25
 

And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings.

It was when the living creatures stopped and let down their wings that they heard a voice from the firmament over them.

Yes, the Lord wants us active and energetic. No, we must not be lazy. But neither must we be so busy flying around that we never hear the voice of heaven. We can get so busy in ministry doing good things and helping people, that we never really hear the voice of the Lord saying, “Come apart into a desert place for awhile” (Mark 6:31).

Ezekiel 1:26
 

And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.

A Man is on the throne. He is, of course, the Son of Man, Jesus Christ.

Ezekiel 1:27
 

And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.

He who is the Light of the world is as bright as fire (John 8:12).

Ezekiel 1:28 (a)
 

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.…

Ezekiel saw not only the fiery glow of God’s glory but also the bow of His grace (Genesis 9:16). Here, the Lord on the throne is as bright as fire but with a gracious bow emanating from Him. The glory of God and the grace of God walk hand in hand.

Ezekiel 1:28 (b)
 

…And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.

Seeing these things, Ezekiel fell on his face. So did the apostle John (Revelation 1:17). When you see the greatness of God, it’s inevitable that you fall on your face in brokenness and humility.

This chapter is important for two reasons. First, it guards against a loss of transcendence. That is, it serves as a reminder that God is great and awesome, beyond description and understanding, that He is “other.” He’s not our Buddy or “the Man upstairs.” There is a mystery and majesty concerning the God we serve that should cause us to fall on our face. Failure to acknowledge the transcendence of God results in a lack of worship of God. People who have God all figured out theologically, all boxed in doctrinally will not worship because there’s no mystery. That’s why visions like this are invaluable to us, even though we don’t fully understand them.

Secondly, this chapter guards against a loss of imminence. Yes, God is “other”—but He’s also here, among us. Here is this awesome mysterious being revealing something of Himself to Ezekiel, dwelling in the midst of these living creatures, making Himself known by coming as a Man, Jesus from Galilee. Loss of imminence results in cold formality. People might worship, but it will be dead ritualism.

Transcendence and imminence are always necessary in the church corporately and in our lives personally. The first time I went to Candlestick Park, I was in third grade. I saw Willie Mays hit the first pitch of the first inning out of the park. From that day on, he was my hero. Then I had the opportunity to meet him at a dinner through a friend’s dad. I sat two rows away from him. He was there, present, but he was totally “other.” He was very gracious, but I was aware of his transcendence. That’s the way it is with our Lord. He rejoices over us with song. He loves to be in our midst. He calls us friends. And yet He is bigger and more “other” than we can ever imagine. Transcendence and imminence—these two factors are, in essence, the reason for Ezekiel 1.




CREATURE FEATURES

A Topical Study of


EZEKIEL 1:10


We know what it means to be two-faced. But the creatures in the passage before us are four-faced beings, unlike anything we’ve seen on earth. This shouldn’t be surprising for Paul tells us God has prepared things that eyes have never seen (1 Corinthians 2:9). We are unable to comprehend even the little tidbits we know of heaven. In this, we’re like unborn babies. You see, if it wasn’t for the contractions and the birthing process, a baby would just as soon stay inside his mommy forever where it’s comfortable and safe. But once a baby is born, his eyes open to a whole new world of sights and sounds he had no idea even existed. That’s exactly what’s going to happen when we die. Death is simply a new birth—shooting us through the canal on into heaven.

Eight hundred years after Ezekiel described them, John saw the same living creatures (Revelation 4; 5). What does these beings speak of? The rabbis said they are a representation of all of God’s creation. The greatest creation, man, is represented by the face of a man. The greatest wild animal is represented by the face of a lion. The greatest domesticated creature is represented by the face of an ox. The greatest flying creature is represented by the face of an eagle. Thus, all of creation, represented in these four living creatures, bows down, submitted to their Creator.

The rabbis also tell us that these four images were important in the travels of Israel through the wilderness. You see, the people of Israel were divided into four groups—three tribes in each group. When they set up camp, they would camp to the north, south, east, and west of the tabernacle in groups of three. The group that led the eastern side was Judah. The emblem of Judah was a lion. To the south was Ephraim. The emblem of Ephraim was the face of a man. To the north was Dan, represented by an eagle. To the west was Ruben, represented by an ox.

But these creatures serve a much more practical purpose for us, for in them we see how we should serve and worship God on earth even as they do in heaven.

The Lion


The lion speaks of authority. If we are to be effective in life, there comes a time when, like the lion, we need to roar with authority. I think of Joshua. “As for me and my house,” he roared, “we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). I like that! He took a stand, made a statement, and went on record. Husband, father, wife, mother, there comes a time for you to make a statement of authority, saying, “As a family, we will serve the Lord.”

As the enemies of Judah surrounded Jerusalem, King Joash went to Elisha for counsel. ”Open the window,” Elisha said. “Take your bow and this arrow and shoot it out the window.” Joash obeyed Elisha’s instruction and the arrow shot through the air. Elisha identified it as a picture of the Lord’s deliverance over Syria. Then Elisha instructed Joash to take the remaining arrows in his hand and strike them against the floor. Again, Joash obeyed, but apparently it was reluctantly for Elisha said that because he only struck the arrows half-heartedly, his victory over the enemy would be incomplete (2 Kings 14).

In prayer, in devotion, in service we need to move with boldness—not just tapping the arrows lightly, but with effectiveness, fervency, and lion-like authority as we approach our Father in the name of Jesus for the kingdom and causes of our Lord. Don’t half-heartedly praise or worship. Rather, hear the word of Elisha. Strike the arrows with authority, enthusiasm, and commitment in your praise, prayer, worship, and devotion.

The Ox


The ox speaks of humility. In the days of Jesus, a Roman coin depicted an ox surrounded by the inscription, “For service or sacrifice.” There come times in our service to the Lord when we have to say, “Regardless of whether I am rewarded, applauded, or even acknowledged, I’m going to serve You day by day.”

“It is required of servants,” Paul would write, “that they be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Even more than being men and women of faith, may God help us to be faithful men and women.

You’ll always know if you’re becoming ox-like, if you’re becoming a true servant, by how you react when people treat you like one. When you’re plowing away day after day, pouring out your heart, giving your best without thanks acknowledgement or appreciation, how do you react? Servants are not honored or acknowledged. They serve anonymously, behind the scenes, out of sight. We need to have the kind of mentality that says, “When others don’t acknowledge me or even misunderstand me, Lord, help me to truly be an ox and continue on.”

The Eagle


Eagles soar higher than any living creature. The secret of their soaring is they know how to catch the thermal wind currents. Hang gliders employ these currents, as well. Neither hang gliders nor eagles can control the thermal winds—but they can take advantage of them. Spiritually, we’re to do the same. When the Lord wakes us at three in the morning and asks us to spend time looking into His Word or at three in the afternoon when He asks us to go for a walk with Him, we have a choice to make. We can say, “Lord, I hear Your voice. I feel the movement, the wind, the breeze of Your Spirit and I’m going to spread my wings and catch it,” or we can say, “Lord, I hear You calling me. But the game’s on right now. I’ll be there as soon as it’s over.” If we choose the latter, we miss the moment.

In John 3, Jesus said the Holy Spirit is like the wind. No man knows from whence it comes or where it goes. We can’t control the wind. When it comes, we can only take advantage of it or miss out on it. Too often I’m not like the eagle, but rather like the hummingbird, flapping my wings thousands of times per minute, trying to make something happen in my own energy. Hummingbird-like activity is often indicative of a failure to understand the principle of the thermal—just quietly but immediately obeying when the Lord calls you to get away with Him, be it for a ten-minute break or a ten-day retreat.

The Man


I must not only be one who roars with authority, serves with humility, and soars with spirituality, but I must always remember my humanity. We are people. We have frailties. The Lord does not expect you to stand at attention at all times. A soldier who is constantly at attention, never relaxing, never resting, will be too fatigued to be very effective in the combat he’s called to do. If a Christian is always uptight, never realizing his own humanity, he will find himself burning out. We’ve all been around people with whom we must speak very carefully because they’re always on the edge of exploding. So often this is because they have not recognized their humanity and their need to slow down.

How freeing it is to recognize the need for rest, refreshment, and recreation. How freeing it is to realize we’re not the answer to everyone’s problems. Rather, we are simply to point people to Jesus.

• Do you roar with authority in your home, in worship, in prayer?

• Do you plow with humility, faithfully serving, even though no one acknowledges your work?

• Are you catching the thermals? Do you drop what you’re doing to soar with the Lord and hear from Him?

• Do you understand your humanity and realize the limitations within you?

How can we do these things practically? There is only one way: Jesus. The early church fathers taught that these four faces represent the four Gospels. The lion speaks of Matthew, who portrays Jesus as King of the Jews. The ox speaks of Mark, who shows Jesus as a servant. Luke speaks of Jesus in His humanity as He is repeatedly referred to as the Son of Man. John speaks of Jesus in His divinity, where He is referred to as the Son of God.

To be sure, Jesus moved with authority. He overturned the tables and drove out a host of moneychangers from the temple. But He also served with humility as He washed the feet of His disciples. We see Him in His humanity as He would repeatedly call His disciples to a quiet place for rest. And we see His deity, for, just as the eagle can look at the glory of the sun and not be burned, Jesus could not only look at God, but was Himself God.

Authority, humility, humanity, spirituality—the only way we can incorporate these essential traits is through Christ in us, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). You can take all the self-help courses you want, go to all the seminars you can afford, but the goals they present will only frustrate you until you realize you must turn your life over to the One who is perfect and let Him do His work in and through you.

Daily, immediately obey the Lord as He lives His life through you and you’ll be blown away by how balanced and beautiful your life will be because of Christ Jesus in you.




 

Chapter 2
 

Ezekiel 2:1, 2
 

And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.

After Ezekiel fell upon his face in chapter 1, the Lord tells him to stand on his feet here in chapter 2. Then the Spirit Himself stood him on his feet. Isn’t that always the way of the Lord? He’s not only the commander but also the enabler. What He says, He does. If He tells you to love your enemies, it is He who will give you the power to do it. If He tells you to forgive your sister, it is He will give you the ability to do just that.

When you read the Bible and the Lord tells you something specific to do, know that by virtue of the fact that He tells you to do it, He will enable you to do it. He never says, “Here’s the goal. Good luck.” He says, “Here’s My Word and here’s My Spirit.”

Ezekiel 2:3, 4
 

And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD.

After giving Ezekiel a vision, the Lord gives him a commission. If God has given you insights into His character or understanding of His Word, there comes with it a certain responsibility to share it, for to whom much is given, much is required (Luke 12:48).

Ezekiel 2:5–10
 

And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them. And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious. But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.

No doubt Ezekiel would have liked to deliver a message of sweetness that would encourage and bless the people. Instead, he was given a message of woe, of lamentation, or warning. Yet, preference or not, Ezekiel would be faithful to deliver God’s message. In chapters 2 through 38, we see him sounding forth condemnation due to the peoples’ failure to respond to the goodness of God. In chapters 32 through 48, following condemnation, he delivers words of consolation.

Chapter 3
 

Ezekiel 3:1
 

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel.

Here, the Lord says to Ezekiel, “Before you go out and give to others, chow down yourself.” Sometimes people who want to minister are not devoted to devouring the Word of God themselves. The result is that we have a lot of messengers with very little message, a lot of ministers with very little to say.

Ezekiel 3:2, 3
 

So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.

Even the hard things of the Word become sweet to those who take them in and think them through. Even the rebukes, reproofs, and corrections become satisfying. If the Word of God is not satisfying you, chances are it’s because you’re a nibbler. Here, God tells Ezekiel to stuff himself with His Word.

Ezekiel 3:4–7
 

And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.

“If I sent you to foreigners, they would listen,” God tells Ezekiel. “But I’m sending you to My people.” This indictment is still true today, for God’s people are sometimes less hungry and less receptive to God’s Word than even the heathen.

Ezekiel 3:8–14
 

Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his place. I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing. So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.

After he heard his message would be to the house of Israel, to people that would not listen or receive from him, to people who were hard-hearted, Ezekiel didn’t initially want to go. But the Spirit picked him up and took him anyway. Paul tells us we are to be ready to preach the Word in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). There are times when you’ll feel like ministering. There are other times when you’ll feel like that’s the last thing you want to do. But God wants to teach us that no matter what mood we’re in, no matter where we’re at emotionally, we’re to be faithfully sharing His Word and showing His love.

Ezekiel 3:15
 

Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.

After seeing what he had seen and being picked up by the Spirit of God, for seven days, Ezekiel didn’t say a word.

Ezekiel 3:16–19
 

And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

God told Ezekiel he was a watchman. In that day, watchmen walked the walls of the city. Their job was to look for enemies and also to shout out the time to the city. Ezekiel was to warn the people of what was coming and to make them aware of the times in which they were living. If the people didn’t listen and died in their sins, it wouldn’t be Ezekiel’s fault. If, however, he failed to warn them, their blood would be upon his head.

In Acts 20, Paul would reiterate this when he said, “I am pure from the blood of all men for I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:26, 27).

Ezekiel 3:20–23
 

Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul. And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee. Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face.

Ezekiel must be getting a flat nose! He keeps seeing God’s glory and, therefore, keeps going down.

Ezekiel 3:24, 25
 

Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them:

After the Spirit set him on his feet again, Ezekiel was warned that, to keep him from prophesying, his countrymen would seek to confine him.

Ezekiel 3:26, 27
 

And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house.

Ezekiel would be rendered speechless until God Himself opened his mouth. Wouldn’t that be wonderful if that were true of us? We talk about needing the power of the Holy Spirit to speak the Word of God. But sometimes we need the power of the Holy Spirit to keep us quiet. “In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin,” the wisest man who ever lived declared (Proverbs 10:19). We’ll see that, even though Ezekiel’s mouth is closed, God will speak mightily through him.

Chapter 4
 

Tens of thousands of Jews were now in the city of Babylon. During this time, false prophets began to come on the scene, saying that the Jews’ stay in Babylon would be short, that they would be back in Jerusalem in no time at all. So God sent Ezekiel to tell the people that they would be in Babylon for a long time, that He had much work to do in their lives, and that Jerusalem would soon be destroyed, as indeed it was in 586 B.C.

That was Ezekiel’s message, but he was to give it in a most unusual way, for God had rendered him speechless. Therefore, He would use Ezekiel to give a message not by speaking but by acting. Having turned a deaf ear to His message, God would get the attention of His people in a different way…

Ezekiel 4:1, 2
 

Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about.

In Ezekiel’s day, tiles were used as chalkboards. Here, the Lord is telling Ezekiel to draw the city of Jerusalem. Surrounding it, he was to draw armies attacking and battering rams crashing.

Ezekiel 4:3
 

Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

When Ezekiel finished his “chalk talk,” he was to put a pan between himself and the tile, symbolizing that there would be some heavy things coming down and that there would be no way out.

Ezekiel 4:4–8
 

Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege.

Ezekiel was to lie on his left side for four hundred ninety days and on his right side for forty days. Even if he was allowed to get up occasionally, it would still be hard to lay on one side for over a year. People must have scratched their heads and wondered. Either Ezekiel was crazy—or God was definitely saying something. Of course, it was the latter that was true as God was using Ezekiel to give an illustrated sermon to the people that for three hundred ninety years Israel had been collapsing in carnality and that for forty years Judah had been burdened with iniquity, rendering God’s people unable to stand for Him.

Ezekiel 4:9–11
 

Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof. And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink.

Ezekiel was to make meal from six ounces of grain and to drink from a pint of water, symbolizing the famine that would fall upon Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 4:12, 13
 

And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.

Dung was to be used as a fuel to bake this meal as an illustration of how low the people would sink.

Ezekiel 4:14
 

Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth.

“Lord, I grew up in the home of a priest,” Ezekiel protested. “I’ve only eaten things that were kosher.”

Ezekiel 4:15
 

Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

The Lord was giving Ezekiel a break here but was still driving a point home, determined to tell His people how polluted they had become.

Ezekiel 4:16, 17
 

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment: That they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.

Dark days were about to descend upon Jerusalem and God wanted His people to be fully warned.

Chapter 5
 

Ezekiel 5:1
 

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee balances to weight, and divide the hair.

Ezekiel was to shave himself with a sword. In that culture, when a man lost his beard, it was a real disgrace.

Ezekiel 5:2–4
 

Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and I will draw out a sword after them. Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel.

Ezekiel was told to cut off his hair, shave his beard, and divide the hear into three equal piles. He was to burn one-third of the hair in the city. He was to throw one-third in the air and chop it with a knife. He was to scatter the remaining hair in the wind, saving a few whiskers in his garment. In this, the Lord was saying that one-third of the people still in Jerusalem would be burned in the city, one-third would be killed by the sword, and one-third would be scattered, losing their identity. Only a few remnants would be saved—and even they would suffer.

Ezekiel 5:5–9
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her. And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the judgments of the nations that are round about you; Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the nations. And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations.

Jerusalem’s destruction at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians was the worst tragedy that had befallen any nation up to that point. And the tragedy would be repeated at the hands of Titus and the Romans.

Ezekiel 5:10–17
 

Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds. Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity. A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them. Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them. Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD have spoken it. When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread: So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.

If God does not judge sin, sin will judge man. That is why God went to these extremes to communicate what He was about to do. The people had stopped listening to preaching a long time ago. They ignored the message of the prophets. So, through Ezekiel, God attempted to get their attention in creative ways. If God didn’t judge, all would be lost. All would be devoured. The pollution and sin of these people would destroy the nation in its entirety.

Chapter 6
 

Ezekiel 6:1–3 (a)
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, And say…

At last, Ezekiel gets to talk. But to whom was he to speak? The mountains.

Ezekiel 6:3 (b)
 

…Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys…

Not only would the mountains listen at the command of God, but they were also fully prepared to speak at His command (Luke 19:40). Oh, that we would obey our Creator so readily.

Ezekiel 6:3 (c)–5
 

…Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places. And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and I will cast down your slain men before your idols. And I will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars.

The term “high places” appears throughout the Old Testament. The high places were groves or little gardens built by the Canaanites in which they would worship their gods in garden-like settings. When Joshua was told to conquer the land, he did a fairly good job, but let the high places remain. Why? Perhaps because they were pleasant to look at. But as the years progressed, the people of Israel were drawn to these little gardens and, there, learned of the worship rituals of the Canaanites.

The warning to us is that sometimes there are sins about which we say, “That’s not a big issue in my life. I don’t have to deal with that particular thing. It’s under control. Besides, it’s kind of pretty. I’ll deal with everything else and I’ll let that high place be.”

God, however, says the groves have to go not because He doesn’t want us to have fun, but because He knows they’ll eventually destroy us.

“Oh, but it’s just a small part of my life,” we protest.

“It will destroy you,” a loving Father answers. “These groves have got to go—now.”

Satan’s biggest lie—one that he’s told ever since the Garden of Eden—is to whisper in our ears that God is holding back something really good from us (Genesis 3:5). But that’s not true. God says to us that the groves must go because our bodies will be left on the floor of pagan altars. In other words, we’ll be destroyed.

Ezekiel 6:6–10
 

In all your dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the countries. And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall lothe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations. And they shall know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them.

Remembering is the first step to repentance. It was the remembrance of home that stirred the prodigal son to change his direction and return to his father (Luke 15:17). That is why, concerning His Table, Jesus said, “This do in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19). When we remember what He did on our behalf, repentance cannot be far behind.

Ezekiel 6:11–14
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence. He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury upon them. Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols. So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Here, the Lord tells Ezekiel to clap his hands and stamp his feet in order to get the peoples’ attention and to warn them that they would die among their idols unless they returned to the Lord. We will either die sacrificing our lives to our idols or die as a living sacrifice to our Lord (Romans 12:1, 2).

Chapter 7
 

Ezekiel 7:1–3
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thine abominations.

The people would be judged according to their ways. That is, they would bring judgment upon themselves.

Ezekiel 7:4–9
 

And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it is come. The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding again of the mountains. Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine abominations. And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I am the LORD that smiteth.

Throughout Scripture, various names of God are revealed. In Genesis 22:14, we see Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord our provider. In Exodus 17:15, we see Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord our banner, or covering. In Judges 6:24, we see Jehovah-Shalom, the Lord our peace. In Jeremiah 23:6, we see Jehovah-Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteousness. We like those names. But here we see He’s also Jehovah-Makkeh, the Lord who smites because God is not only our provider, He is also a smiter And when we come to the Lord, we get the whole package. We can’t say, “I’ll take Jehovah-Jireh and Jehovah-Shalom, but I’m not interested in Jehovah-Makkeh.” That’s not the way it works. When we say, “You are my God,” we get His person in totality.

God is indeed the God who smites. But, instead of smiting you and me the way we deserve to be, He smote His own Son on a hill called Calvary.

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Isaiah 53:10


Our glorious, awesome, powerful Father will not wink at sin. He is Jehovah-Makkeh. But He is also the one who loves you and me so intensely that He provided a way whereby we wouldn’t be smitten eternally. Jesus took our place. Therefore, if we walk away from the One who gave everything to die in our place, we deserve to be smitten eternally.

Ezekiel 7:10–13
 

Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded. Violence is risen up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of theirs: neither shall there be wailing for them. The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life.

According to the Law, property was to be returned to its original owner every fifty years (Leviticus 25:13). In Ezekiel’s day, however, this would not matter since the rightful owner would most likely either have been killed by famine, sword, or pestilence in Judah or held captive in Babylon.

Ezekiel 7:14–16
 

They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every one for his iniquity.

A call to defend the city would be useless.

Ezekiel 7:17–19
 

All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water. They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of their iniquity.

The gold and silver that God’s people had sacrificed their children to obtain, the gold and silver they had ignored the Sabbath to earn was now worthless.

Ezekiel 7:20–22
 

As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and of their detestable things therein: therefore have I set it far from them. And I will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it. My face will I turn also from them, and they shall pollute my secret place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it.

At one time, the temple was the most beautiful ornament of the people of God. But its beauty would be far less marred by the invading Babylonian armies than by the idols placed within it by their own hand (2 Kings 16:10–16; 2 Chronicles 36:14).

Ezekiel 7:23–27 (a)
 

Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. Wherefore I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be defiled. Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none. Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way…

Like the chain that would signify the siege and captivity of Jerusalem, mischief and rumor would be linked to calamity and destruction with no foreseeable end for the people of God.

Ezekiel 7:27 (b)
 

…and according to their deserts will I judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

“My people insisted on having their own way,” the Lord declares. “But when I judge them accordingly, they will know that I am the Lord.”

Three things strike me as I come to the close of this dramatic presentation. The first is the absolute integrity of God’s message. We have a tendency to want to be liked. God, on the other hand, is committed to declaring the truth. And He knows that sin must be judged or it will bring judgment. One of the key components of conversion is for a man to realize he’s a sinner. If he doesn’t realize this, he will walk away from the One who was made sin for him (2 Corinthians 5:21). That’s why the Old Testament is so important. It’s a schoolmaster to show us that what we call personality quirks or idiosyncrasies are actually sin (Galatians 3:24).

Next, I see the remarkable flexibility of God’s method. In Ezekiel, He communicates through drama, poetry, art, foot stomping, and hand clapping. Whatever it takes to communicate, God will use. Therefore, next time you think some ministry is bizarre, think of Ezekiel, for God will sometimes use methods that seem shocking to church people to reach a world that is no longer listening to traditional means.

Finally, I see the potential expendability of God’s men. Our God has work to do. And He’ll use those who are willing to say, “Use me.” But it’s not always going to be easy. He might say to you, “The way I will use you is to be a model to this community of how a man dies from cancer while keeping his faith intact.” God might call some of you to the ministry where you will have churches that grow to the number of seven people after thirty years of preaching. God’s ministry for you might be to show the world how to be faithful when you’re not seeing results outwardly. He might give you songs to sing but no one comes with recording contracts.

Surely, Ezekiel didn’t enjoy all of his assignments. But do you think he’s in heaven saying, “What a rip-off. I can’t believe God made me do those things”? I don’t. I think when he heard, “Well done, good and faithful servant”—it was all worth it.

In heaven, there are rewards, blessings, ecstasy, and fulfillment we can’t possibly begin to imagine now. And, like Ezekiel, we’ll say, “Thank You, Lord, for letting me suffer, for not allowing me to see my name in lights, for going through hard times because now it all makes sense. I feel honored.” If it takes us going through hard times to allow God to do His work, so be it. God does not exist to make us comfortable. He has a job to do through us.

Chapter 8
 

Ezekiel 8:1
 

And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon me.

Several months had passed since the beginning of the ministry to which Ezekiel had been called—a ministry to the captives in Babylon. Many of the Jews in Babylon were listening to false prophets who were saying their captivity would be short. Ezekiel, on the other hand, said, “We’re here for awhile. The Lord is dealing with us, breaking us before He rebuilds us. There is work to be done in our lives for we have been a rebellious, hard-hearted, stiff-necked people, wrong in our actions and in our thinking.”

Ezekiel spoke straightforwardly and bluntly. And some of the men of Israel were beginning to recognize that he indeed was speaking with the authority of the Holy Spirit.

Ezekiel 8:2, 3 (a)
 

Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven…

Talk about a hair-raising experience! Suddenly the hand of the Lord comes upon Ezekiel and grabs a lock of his hair, picks him up, and he is suspended between heaven and earth.

Ezekiel 8:3 (b), 4
 

…and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that I saw in the plain.

Caught up in the air, pulled up by his hair, Ezekiel is now transported in a vision to Jerusalem. In the temple arena, an area devoted to worshiping the true and living God, there was an image of jealousy. Most likely it was an idol constructed and placed there by King Manasseh. It was called the image or idol of jealousy because it provoked the Lord to jealousy.

Ezekiel 8:5, 6
 

Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry. He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations.

“My glory is in the sanctuary and yet My people are involved in idolatry,” the Lord declares. Then He tells Ezekiel He would show him an even greater evil than this idol.

Ezekiel 8:7–12
 

And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall round about. And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

Ezekiel was told to dig a hole through the wall of the temple. As he did, a door appeared, which he entered. On the inside walls of the temple, Ezekiel saw pictures of beasts, creeping things, and pornographic items. The Lord said to him, “This is what is going on in the minds of these men who outwardly are so religious, who offer prayers and worship, who appear so righteous and pious.”

Jesus had much to say about our minds. In His day, there were those who were very proud of their outward behavior. They didn’t murder. They didn’t commit adultery. They didn’t use profanity. And yet Jesus said, “That’s not the issue. It’s what’s going on inside of your minds that matters. You pride yourself in not committing adultery. But I say to you that if you look at a woman with lust, in essence, you’ve already committed adultery. You pride yourself in the fact that you haven’t killed, but I say to you if you’ve been angry with your brother without cause you’re guilty of murder. You take pride in not using profanity, but you use My name in a way that lacks integrity” (Matthew 5).

What goes on in the chambers of our imaginations? What if Ezekiel came on the scene today and dug a hole through your skull? What kind of pictures would he see on your walls? Psychologists tell us that we have approximately 10,000 distinct thoughts in any given day. What if those thoughts were displayed upon screens for all to see?

Paul picks up on this same idea when he speaks to us concerning our imaginations…

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 2 Corinthians 10:3–5


Paul says the battle we wage for the mind is not to be done with human methods. Rather, we must pull down these images with spiritual weapons. I don’t know what goes on in the chamber of your imagination. But each of us must deal with images that settle in our minds and come back again and again. Have you ever wondered where in the world a certain thought comes from? They don’t come from the world for Ephesians 6:12 tells us we war not against flesh and blood but against rulers of darkness. In other words, the enemy takes fiery darts from hell, shoots them at us, and suddenly we find ourselves thinking things we had no intention of thinking. Paul says there’s only one way to deal with those fiery darts—with the shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16). And faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

In 2 Kings 4 we read that, while making a stew, one of the guys in Elisha’s prophet’s school accidentally put in all kinds of bitter herbs. Elisha didn’t tell his students to get rid of the stew. He didn’t say to take the bitter herbs out of the stew. He said to pour in good meal and let the good meal naturally dissipate the bitterness in the pot.

Every day, there will be poisonous, bitter herbs placed in the pot of your mind perhaps through the media, through conversation, through education. What can we do? Head for the hills and go to a monastery? No, because we’ll bring our mind with us. Pick out the poisons and fight against them? No, because that would be a losing battle. We are to do what Elisha’s men did. We are to pour in the meal of God’s Word daily. As the meal goes in, the poison dissipates. Evil imaginations begin to shrivel in the light of God’s Word.

It is the Word of God that counteracts what is dangled before us all day long by this world’s system. As the Word goes through you, there is a cleansing that takes place. Baal and Ashteroth, Mammon and Moloch—the gods of intellect and sensuality, money and pleasure—are rendered helpless by the Word. Therefore, stay in the Word, gang, and make it the number one priority of your life—not just to gain theological information, but to gain much-needed spiritual nutrition.

Ezekiel 8:13, 14
 

He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’s house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

On the north side of the temple, Ezekiel saw women weeping for Tammuz. Tammuz was the Babylonian god of resurrection, In Genesis 11, we read of a man named Nimrod, founder of Babylon. He married a woman named Semaramis. Some time after Nimrod died, his wife said she miraculously conceived. The child produced was a man named Tammuz. As a young man, Tammuz went out hunting for wild boar and was killed. After being buried for forty days, suddenly, miraculously, he was resurrected. Weeping for him, as was the yearly custom, the Jews in Babylon were caught up in this counterfeit religion.

In every culture, there seemed to be the propagation of this same scenario. For the Canaanite, it played out through Ashteroth and Baal. In Greece, it was Venus and Cupid. In Egypt, it was Osiris and Isis. Satan knew the prophecies of the Old Testament—that truly a virgin would conceive and truly the Child conceived would be resurrected from the dead. Thus, these counterfeit religions were his attempt to confuse people.

Here, it was as if the Lord said to Ezekiel, “My people are weeping for Tammuz when they should be weeping for their own sins.”

Ezekiel 8:15, 16
 

Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’s house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

The group of twenty-five men Ezekiel observed worshiping the sun most likely consisted of a representative from each of the twenty-four courses of priests along with the high priest himself. That is why they were even a greater abomination than were the women who wept for Tammuz.

Ezekiel 8:17, 18
 

Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.

Putting the “branch to the nose” most likely speaks of some element of the Persian-based worship of the sun. Although Josiah was able to do away with sun-worship (2 Kings 23:5, 11), it evidently resurfaced.

Whether it be in the shady groves or in the bright light of the sun, God’s people seemed to find ways to worship every god but the true and living God. How could it be any wonder that He would deal with them—and with we who do the same—with fury?

Chapter 9
 

In chapter 9, Ezekiel’s vision of the temple continues…

Ezekiel 9:1, 2
 

He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar.

Who are these men with weapons in their hands? Second Thessalonians 1:7 and 8 identify them as angels dispatched over certain communities to mete out God’s judgment. The one in linen, which speaks of righteousness and purity, with an inkwell at his side is the Holy Spirit.

Ezekiel 9:3, 4
 

And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

The Holy Spirit is instructed to go throughout the city and make a mark on the forehead of all who were sighing and hurting because of the sin and abomination of the rebellious city of Jerusalem. This reminds me of another group that will be marked on the forehead. In Revelation 7, in the time of Tribulation, 12,000 Jews from each tribe will marked on the forehead by the Lord. These 144,000 will be powerful preachers during the Tribulation period. As you come to the closing chapters of Revelation the 144,000 appear again—not 143,999 but 144,000. They all made it. Those who were marked by God were kept by God. In Ezekiel’s day, those who were grieving over the rebelliousness of the people of Israel were marked men. And, as we’ll see, they would be preserved.

Ezekiel 9:5, 6
 

And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.

Are you a marked man or woman? Yes. You are either marked by compassion, saying, “Lord, I love You and I care about people” or you are marked for destruction, saying, “I don’t care about the Lord and I don’t care about people.” In the Tribulation period, people will either wear the mark of God on their foreheads or they will take the mark of the beast (Revelation 16:2). But, as believers, we are told in Ephesians 1:13 that we have been sealed or literally marked with the Holy Spirit.

Ezekiel 9:7–11
 

And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city. And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem? Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not. And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon their head. And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.

“I have done as thou hast commanded me,” the Man in linen says. In John 16, Jesus said the Holy Spirit would not seek His own glory but would only do the things that glorify the Son. Therefore, whenever there is a genuine movement of the Spirit, there will not primarily be a great deal of talk about the Spirit. When the Spirit is moving, Jesus is glorified. When the Spirit is working, Jesus is exalted. The Spirit desires to glorify the Son even as the Son desires to glorify the Father.

Chapter 10
 

Still in Jerusalem, Ezekiel’s vision continues…

Ezekiel 10:1, 2
 

Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight.

Coals speak of judgment. Here, the man in linen, symbolizing the Holy Spirit, was to scatter coals of judgment around the city, symbolizing the inferno it would eventually become.

Ezekiel 10:3, 4
 

Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’s glory.

Here we see the glory of God departing from the temple due to the rebellion and hard-heartedness of the people.

Ezekiel 10:5–15
 

And the sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh. And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels. And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went out. And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s hand under their wings. And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone. And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar.

The living creatures of chapter 1 are here seen again. These creatures, unlike anything we’ve ever seen, sound bizarre to us—but that’s only because Ezekiel is trying to describe the indescribable. When Paul was stoned at Lystra and left for dead, it was perhaps then that he said he was caught up into heaven, not sure whether he was alive or dead, and saw things that were unlawful for him to speak of because words were inadequate (2 Corinthians 12:2).

Ezekiel 10:16–19
 

And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature was in them. Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims. And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD’s house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.

Here, we see the final step of the departure of the glory of God from the temple.

Ezekiel 10:20–22
 

This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubims. Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.

The son of a priest, Ezekiel would have been familiar with the description of the cherubim in the temple (Exodus 25). Here, perhaps with a closer look or with more time for reflection, he is able to identify the living creatures he saw in chapter 1 as cherubim.

Chapter 11
 

Ezekiel 11:1, 2
 

Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD’s house, which looketh eastward: and behold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, the princes of the people. Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city:

These twenty-five men were very likely the same twenty-five seen worshiping the sun in chapter 8. If this be true, no wonder they gave wicked counsel to the city, for without the Son, they could only stumble in the dark.

Ezekiel 11:3
 

Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the flesh.

The spiritual leaders of Jerusalem insisted that contrary to Jeremiah’s prophecies, the destruction of the city would only happen in the distant future. Jeremiah had likened the city to a boiling pot (1:13). In reference to this, the leaders of Jerusalem said if indeed it was like a boiling pot, they were as safe as the meat that boiled within.

Ezekiel 11:4–12
 

Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them. Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I will bring you forth out of the midst of it. Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you. Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel: And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you.

Jerusalem didn’t fall all at once. Her fall began in 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar first came down, hoping the people would submit to him willingly. Initially, they seemed to do just that—but they rebelled eventually. So he came down again in 597 and took 10,000 Jews, including Ezekiel, back to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar hoped that would teach Jerusalem to submit to him. But there were still a number of zealots who said, “Jerusalem is our cauldron, our cup of tea. We’re going to win it back.”

In Jerusalem, however, Jeremiah was telling the people that it was God who had determined to allow Nebuchadnezzar to be victorious over her. Therefore, they were to submit to him and let God do His work in their lives. When the people rebelled, instead, Nebuchadnezzar came down a third time in 586 B.C. and destroyed the city completely. The temple was burned. The people were wiped out.

Here, Ezekiel is reiterating what Jeremiah had said.

Ezekiel 11:13
 

And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

“Is this man who died indicative of what You’re going to do to everyone?” Ezekiel asked the Lord. “Are You going to destroy the entire nation?”

Ezekiel 11:14–17
 

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land given in possession. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.

“Not all are going to die,” the Lord told Ezekiel. God’s people would be scattered, but in the countries in which they would be scattered, God would be a sanctuary for them to protect and keep them.

The Jews are the only ethnic group in world history who have survived over three generations apart from their homeland. For over 2,000 years, they kept their identity, their culture, their system of belief because God was indeed a sanctuary to them.

Ezekiel 11:18–20
 

And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

God not only promised to regather Israel but also to revive her. He regathered them politically and nationally, but He will also revive them spiritually when all Israel is saved (Romans 11:26).

Ezekiel 11:21–23
 

But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD. Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.

This mountain is known as the Mount of Olives. It’s the same mountain from which Jesus departed when He went up to heaven following the Resurrection. According to Zechariah, it’s also the mountain upon which He will land when He comes back again (14:4).

Ezekiel 11:24, 25
 

Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had shewed me.

After being shown the unbelievable and indescribable, Ezekiel was taken back to Babylon.

Chapter 12
 

Ezekiel 12:1, 2
 

The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious house.

The metaphor of eyes that don’t see and ears that don’t hear was used not only by Ezekiel, but also by Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Jesus. Because His people wouldn’t see or hear, did God give up on them? No. He uses Ezekiel yet again…

Ezekiel 12:3–7
 

Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious house. Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as they that go forth into captivity. Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby. In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. And I did so as I was commanded: I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even I digged through the wall with mine hand; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon my shoulder in their sight.

Ezekiel was told to pack his belongings and prepare to move. But he wasn’t to leave through the door of his house. He was to leave at twilight through a hole in the wall with his face covered.

Ezekiel 12:8
 

And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying,

First, Ezekiel obeyed. Then he understood. He didn’t know what he was doing, but he just did what God directed and then later found out why. What a necessary word this is for us. We need to obey the Lord even if we don’t see the full picture at the time, knowing that, in His perfect time, it will be revealed.

Ezekiel 12:9–13
 

Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest thou? Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them. Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity. And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.

Just as Ezekiel dug a hole in the wall and moved out, so too, when Zedekiah received word of the Babylonian invasion, he snuck out through a “back door” under cover of night (Jeremiah 39:4). But, outside of Jerusalem, a net was spread for him and he was captured. He was taken north to a place called Riblah where his sons were killed and his eyes put out before he was carried captive to Babylon. Thus, just as Ezekiel prophesied, he was taken to Babylon, but never saw it.

Ezekiel 12:14–16
 

And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after them. And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries. But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

God’s people would be scattered in order that the heathen might know that He is the Lord. In other words, the heathen would see that when God’s people get out of line, He corrects them. Peter tells us that judgment always begins at the house of the Lord (1 Peter 4:17). Therefore, before He corrects this country, it shouldn’t surprise us when the Lord corrects us, His own people.

Ezekiel 12:17–19
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness; And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein.

The time was coming when the people would be shaking and trembling because judgment and correction were inevitable.

Ezekiel 12:20–25
 

And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth? Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision. For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel. For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD.

“The days are prolonged. The vision fails” was a common saying in the land. In other words, “The visions and prophecies are never going to happen.”

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 2 Peter 3:3, 4


Even as in Ezekiel’s day there were scoffers saying, “This prophecy is never going to pass,” Peter says in the last days scoffers will say, “Where is the promise of His coming? We’ve heard preaching about prophecy and talk of end times for years.” Yet in so saying, they themselves will be a fulfillment of Peter’s prophecy.

Ezekiel 12:26–28
 

Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off. Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.

In Matthew 24, Jesus likens those who don’t think He will return to servants who smite each other and “eat and drink with the drunken” in their master’s absence. In Ezekiel’s day, as in ours, one’s understanding of prophecy is not important for reasons of theological or intellectual debate but because it directly impacts how we live on any given day.

Chapter 13
 

Ezekiel 13:1–3
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

There were many prophets on the scene saying, “Thus saith the Lord,” when, in reality, they were simply giving their own opinions. This can be a terrible tendency even today. Wanting to be liked or to comfort others, we can find ourselves saying hopeful words to people that are not truly from the Lord.

Ezekiel 13:4–6
 

O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that they would confirm the word.

In Ezekiel 22:30, the Lord says, “I sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge and stand in the gap… but I found none.” In other words, “I sought for a man to pray and intercede on behalf of My people but found none.” There was evidently no shortage of men willing to falsely prophesy, but not one willing to pay the price of prayer.

Ezekiel 13:7–16
 

Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I have not spoken? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GOD. And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter: Say unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord GOD.

The false prophets who prophesied peace and prosperity, who said there was no need for people to turn to the Lord or to get right with Him, were whitewashing reality. They were “daubing with untempered mortar,” or putting plaster on a wall that would crumble before their eyes when the rain came down. The false prophets with their false words of peace would not stand in the coming storm.

Ezekiel 13:17–19
 

Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you? And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies?

Not only were there false prophets in Babylon but false prophetesses as well. Rather than afflicting the comfortable and comforting the afflicted, these women did just the opposite. They comforted the comfortable and afflicted the afflicted.

I think of another group of prophetesses for in Acts 21:9 we read that Philip had four daughters, “virgins which did prophesy.” Living in the hedonistic Gentile town of Caesarea, rather than give in to the social pressure all about them, Philip’s daughters remained pure. And thus, unlike the women in Ezekiel’s day, their prophecy would be pure as well.

Ezekiel 13:20–23
 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life: Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

The reference to pillows and kerchiefs is either one connected with idolatry or with a pampered lifestyle—neither of which would be anything but harmful to the people. Again, in contrast to these false prophetesses, I think of another seamstress, Dorcas, who, rather than contributing to the demise of God’s people, blessed them to so great a degree that God raised her from the dead to continue her work (Acts 9).

False prophetesses or prophetesses of purity, seamstresses of idolatry or servants of God—the choice presents itself to us daily. Which will we be?

Chapter 14
 

Ezekiel 14:1–5
 

Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols.

A group of elders came to Ezekiel seemingly to get counsel from the Lord, but the Lord said they were playing games because they were still heavily involved in idolatry.

Ezekiel 14:6
 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations.

The only counsel these men needed could be reduced to one word, or literally two: “repent,” or, “change direction.”

Ezekiel 14:7–11
 

For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him; That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD.

The prophet spoken of here is a false prophet—one of the many who prophesied peace instead of warning the people of coming destruction. “I the Lord have deceived that prophet,” the Lord declares. This was in the same sense that He repeatedly hardened Pharaoh’s heart (e.g. Exodus 7:13) because so intent were they in rebelling against the Lord and walking in their own way, He allowed the natural course of their actions and desires to come to pass.

Ezekiel 14:12–20
 

The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast: Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.

As Ezekiel was giving these messages, warning the people of judgment, the people objected, saying, “Surely, the Lord won’t destroy Jerusalem for we have spiritual men in our city.”

The Lord, however, said, “Although Noah, Job, and Daniel would be spared themselves, even they would not be able to deliver anyone else. Therefore, don’t think you’re going to be protected because of your linkage to someone else.”

You might say, “My wife’s a Christian,” or, “My grandfather’s a preacher, therefore I’m safe.” But the Lord here says that doesn’t matter. Each soul is delivered only by his own righteousness. Thankfully, as believers, ours is in Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:30).

Ezekiel 14:21–23
 

For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.

A remnant would be spared in Jerusalem who would eventually be carried to Babylon. According to Ezekiel 20:43, they would be aware of their own sinfulness and, therefore, of God’s justification in chastening them—an awareness that would be conveyed to those already in Babylon. Likewise, it is not until we see our own poverty of spirit and mourn for our own sinfulness that we are comforted (Matthew 5:3, 4).

Chapter 15
 

In Isaiah 5, Israel is likened to a vine that brought forth wild grapes. In Hosea 10, she’s likened to an empty vine. Here in chapter 15, the Lord likens her to a worthless vine…

Ezekiel 15:1–3
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest? Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon?

The wood of a grapevine is too crooked and too fragile to be used in construction of any kind.

Ezekiel 15:4
 

Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work?

The wood of a grapevine doesn’t even make good firewood. In fact, it’s only good for one thing: to bring forth fruit. Jesus would use this same metaphor in John 15, saying, “I am the vine. You are the branches. He that abides in Me and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit. Herein is My Father glorified—that you bring forth much fruit.”

Like Israel, the church is good for one thing. We exist for one purpose: to glorify God by bringing forth much fruit. What is fruit? Galatians 5:22 says the fruit of the Spirit is love. “Love Me,” the Lord says, “and then love people with My love flowing through you.” How can we love that way? Jesus said if we abide in Him and His words abide in us, we will bring forth much fruit (John 15:5). It’s so simple—not necessarily easy, but simple. Just cling to the Lord daily. Live for the Lord totally. Let His Spirit work His love in you and through you.

Jesus went on to say in John 15:6 that any branch that doesn’t bear fruit is cut off and cast into the fire to be burned. Ezekiel says the same thing…

Ezekiel 15:5, 6
 

Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Israel was cut off because, rather than bearing fruit for the Lord, she rebelled against Him.

Ezekiel 15:7, 8
 

And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against them. And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, saith the Lord GOD.

If God’s people escaped the fires of famine, sword, and disease, they would still have to face the fire of captivity.

Chapter 16
 

Chapter 16 tells a very powerful and pointed story.

Ezekiel 16:1–3
 

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.

The city of Jerusalem was not founded by the Jews. It was a Canaanite city, held first by the Amorites and later by the Hittites. It wasn’t until the reign of David that Jerusalem became the capital city of Israel.

Ezekiel 16:4–6
 

And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born. And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live.

In Ezekiel’s day, salt was used as an antiseptic. Thus, following a baby’s birth, he was washed in salted water. The picture here is of a newborn being carelessly tossed—and that was Jerusalem’s state when the Lord found her.

Ezekiel 16:7–14
 

I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare. Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.

“I found you. I took care of you. And then I made you spectacularly beautiful,” God says to Jerusalem.

Jerusalem, the Israel of the Old Testament, prefigures the Israel of God, or the church (Galatians 6:16). And what God did for Jerusalem is exactly what He has done for us. We were born in sin, rebellious against God, left to die. Yet He came to us and said, “Live.” He washed us thoroughly with the water of His Word (Ephesians 5:26) and with His shed blood (Hebrews 13:12). He anointed us with the oil of the Holy Spirit (Psalm 23:5). He clothed us with the linen of His righteousness (Isaiah 61:10) and the silk of His own beauty (Psalm 149:4). Although we don’t know what badgers were in Old Testament times, we do know that a badger skin was a soft leather, dyed purple. Thus, the Lord says, “I put badger skins upon your feet—not sandals that were used for working, but badger skins that were used for celebrating and dancing because I wanted the best for you.”

Ezekiel 16:15–24
 

But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so. Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the Lord GOD. Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter, That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them? And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord GOD;) That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee an high place in every street.

“I made you so beautiful and blessed you so incredibly,” the Lord declares. “Yet what have you done? You’ve used the very things I’ve given you and done in you for your own sinful pursuits.”

Could a people really be so blessed by God and then do such wickedness? Could they so callously take the blessings of God and pervert them? Could they so easily turn away from their first love? Earlier, the Lord said, “I remember the days of your youth when you loved Me. Where did I go wrong? Why have you turned away?” That question must not only be asked of Israel—but of our own country.

Ezekiel 16:25
 

Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms.

Jerusalem’s beauty had become abhorrent because she had compromised it so often to chase after other gods.

Ezekiel 16:26–29
 

Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith.

As lamentable as idolatry was in every nation, Judah and Israel’s was most tragic not only because they left the true and living God to serve false gods, but because of all nations they alone left their own God to serve those of other nations.

Ezekiel 16:30–38
 

How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord GOD, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband! They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary. Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them; Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness. And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy.

Unlike a harlot who is paid for her services, Israel herself paid to pursue the harlotry of idolatry.

Ezekiel 16:39–43
 

And I will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places: they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. They shall also bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. And they shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more. So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry. Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord GOD: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations.

In Deuteronomy 22:22–24, the Law prescribed that adulterers be stoned. Thus Jerusalem would meet the fate of the adulterous woman that she was.

I can’t help but compare this incident with that of another woman caught in the act of adultery. Rather than mete out the judgment she deserved, however, Jesus not only forgave her, but rendered it legally impossible for even her accusers to throw stones at her (John 8:7). “Go thy way and sin no more,” Jesus said to the woman in John 8:11. And that is essentially what God the Father said to Jerusalem. Jerusalem’s “way,” however, lies in Babylon, from which she would emerge free from her bondage to idolatry.

Ezekiel 16:44, 45
 

Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter. Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which lothed their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite.

As Canaan was given to idolatry, so was Jerusalem (see verse 4).

Ezekiel 16:46–49 (a)
 

And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters. Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they in all thy ways. As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride…

Sodom was destroyed because of sin—but not necessarily the homosexuality we normally associate with Sodom. The root of Sodom’s sin was pride. Sodom was a city-state. She was her own country and had a great deal of pride in her lush surroundings, prosperity, and sophisticated society. Pride was the very sin that sent Satan reeling out of heaven—yet we in America are falling into that same tendency because we take pride in our country. Is patriotism wrong? No—as long as we understand the secret of our success, the source of our strength. It’s not our defense, diplomacy, democracy, or economy. America has been great, as the early patriots knew, simply because God has shown grace to us.

How can a country or an individual know if it’s falling prey to the sin of pride? By prayerlessness. Pride is the reason people stop praying. Pride is identified most perfectly by its middle letter. “I can do it. I can get through this day successfully. I can raise my family. I can handle my occupation. I don’t need God.”

If you and I are not praying, it is the essence of pride because we think we can make it through life on our own power.

Ezekiel 16:49 (b)
 

…fulness of bread…

Like Sodom, we have fullness of bread but leanness of soul. Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give me death.” Now, however, our country says simply, “Give me.” We want more and more and more. With our money, we have done mighty things. But the more we have, the less happy we have become, as evidenced, among other places, by our drug and alcohol consumption, song lyrics, and the subjects of our movies and literature.

Ezekiel 16:49 (c)
 

…and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters…

Like us, the people of Sodom evidently put a high priority on sports, hobbies, and recreation. The problem with this is that we no longer have time to study, pray, or serve the Lord because we’re too busy pursuing our hobbies. Recreation has become our god.

Ezekiel 16:49 (d)
 

…neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

Driving flashy cars, building fancy homes, vacationing in exotic locations, Sodom had no time or resources for the poor and needy. Notice Sodom was indicted not for failing to give a handout to the poor and needy but for failing to strengthen the hand of the poor and needy—for failing to come alongside and invest themselves in their plight.

Ezekiel 16:50
 

And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.

The Hebrew word translated “haughty” speaks of proudly flaunting one’s sin. Abomination is defined in Leviticus 20:13. What was the sin of Sodom? It was not only flaunting their homosexuality. That was simply the fruit, the final manifestation of the pride that infected every area of her national and personal life.

Regardless of nationality, form of government, or economic structure, God’s concern is that His children walk in love, truth, and holiness just as He does. That is why He will judge any society who walks in pride, fullness of bread, abundance of idleness, and lack of concern.

The solution is simple. “If My people who are called by My name will turn away from their evil and pray, I will hear from heaven and will heal their land,” the Lord declares (2 Chronicles 7:14). What are we to do? We’re to pray. We’re to ask the Lord to forgive us, renew us, and heal us for His glory.

Ezekiel 16:51, 52
 

Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done. Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters.

Judah found fault with Sodom and Samaria but, perhaps due both to their unique calling and to His care for them, in the Lord’s estimation, her sin was more abominable than theirs.

Ezekiel 16:53–55
 

When I shall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them: That thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate.

Here we see a message of hope. That is, God promised His people would return to their former estate. Judah would have no reason to boast in this, however, because the promise applied not only to her but to Sodom and Samaria—the very ones she had looked down upon—as well.

Ezekiel 16:56–63
 

For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy pride, Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round about her, the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round about. Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the LORD. For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant. Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD.

Even this wicked woman whose sisters were Samaria and Sodom, who was given so much and yet turned away from the Lord, would be restored—not by her own covenant, her own agreement, but by the Lord’s covenant with her. The punishment God poured out upon her was to correct, to heal, to bring her into a place of rightness. And, eventually, she would be amazed that He was pacified toward her.

God would be pacified toward Jerusalem, partially seen when, after her captivity, she put away her idolatry. God would be pacified toward Jerusalem, eventually seen through the gospel—which He commissioned first to be preached to Jerusalem (Acts 1:8). But God’s peace with Israel will ultimately be seen when all of Israel is saved (Romans 11:26).

When is the Lord pacified toward sinners? Romans 5:1 tells us that we have peace with God through faith. Ephesians 2:14 declares that Jesus is our peace. He died for our sins, for our whoredom, for our backsliding and back-turning. Thus, we, like the people of Judah, need never open our mouth because of shame, but simply be confounded by His grace and goodness to us.

Chapter 17
 

Ezekiel 17:1–4
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel; And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar: He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants.

As we see in verse 12, the eagle speaks of Babylon. The tree refers to Jehoiakim who was king of Judah at this time. The twigs refer to his sons, who, along with him, were taken into captivity.

Ezekiel 17:5
 

He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree.

After he carried Jehoiakim into captivity, in an effort to control the land, Nebuchadnezzar made Zedekiah king, thinking that, rather than being a tall, stately cedar, Zedekiah was a flexible willow tree, who would bow down to him.

Ezekiel 17:6, 7 (a)
 

And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs. There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers…

This second eagle speaks of Egypt’s Pharaoh.

Ezekiel 17:7 (b)–21
 

…and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly vine. Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon; And hath taken of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land: That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand. But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons: Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall not escape. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head. And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me. And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it.

Nebuchadnezzar came down, took Jehoiakim and his sons, and in his place made Zedekiah king of Judah. But when another eagle appeared—Pharaoh—Zedekiah allied with him against Nebuchadnezzar. God, however, expected Zedekiah to keep the covenant he made with Nebuchadnezzar. Thus, He warned that Pharaoh would not be able to deliver him. And that’s exactly what happened. Because he didn’t keep his covenant, he destroyed both himself and Jerusalem in the process.

I believe this is applicable to us because the Lord expects those who make covenants to keep them. We often find ourselves making agreements and then breaking them because we think we can get a better deal somewhere else—be it financially, relationally, or occupationally. As believers, we have an obligation and responsibility to keep our word and the agreements we make.

Ezekiel 17:22–24
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it.

Here the Lord speaks of another planting that would take place. From the cedar, which speaks of Israel, from the house of David specifically, He says He would plant Him a branch that would flourish. Under this new tree, all the other trees would dwell. Even the fowls of the air, which speak of evil in the Bible, would be under its authority.

Who is this tree? Jesus (Isaiah 11:1). Planted on what mountain? Calvary. With His blood, Jesus reclaimed the world from the grip of Satan and when He comes, all the trees of the field shall indeed clap their hands (Isaiah 55:12).

Chapter 18
 

Ezekiel 18:1–4
 

The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

God forbids His people to use a familiar proverb blaming their parents for their present troubles. All souls are His and accountable to Him.

For topical study of Ezekiel 18:1–4, see “All Souls Are Mine.” 

Ezekiel 18:5–9
 

But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD.

Although every man is responsible for his own actions, he is responsible for others’ welfare. That is, God’s people were to shun idolatry and immorality, and instead to walk in financial integrity and treat the poor compassionately.

Ezekiel 18:10–13
 

If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour’s wife, Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.

The man who walked contrary to verses 5–9, the man who indulged in idolatry and immorality, who ignored the poor and needy, and who lacked financial integrity would die. This is not surprising, for sin always results in death in one form or another (Romans 6:23).

Ezekiel 18:14–17
 

Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour’s wife, Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment, That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live.

It would be the wise son who, rather than using his father’s sin as an excuse for his own, used his father’s sin as an example of what not to do. The Word declares that no temptation comes to us except that which is common to all men (1 Corinthians 10:13). Everyone goes through difficulty. I have a sneaky suspicion that, when we get to heaven, we’ll see that no one had it either easier or harder than anyone else.

Ezekiel 18:18, 19 (a)
 

As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?…

In Exodus 20:5, God specifically says He will judge the sins of the father to the third and fourth generations. This doesn’t mean, however, that He will judge future generations for the sins of their fathers. It means He will be faithful to judge each generation if they persist in the sins of their fathers. Exodus 20:6 goes on to say that God will also show mercy unto thousands of generations. In other words, although He is faithful to judge sin in every generation, His deck is stacked toward mercy.

Ezekiel 18:19 (b), 20
 

…When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

God isn’t saying, “I’m going to kill the soul that sins.” Rather, He’s warning that the inevitable wages of sin is death.

I used to have a problem in my backyard with moles. Therefore, I had a can of “poison peanuts”—pellets that I would drop in their holes. I didn’t say to my kids, “Kids, if you eat those peanuts, I’m going to kill you.” I said, “Kids, if you eat these peanuts, you’re going to die.” Big difference. So many people read verses like this and malign God, saying He must be brutal when, in fact, it’s a loving Father who warns and instructs and loves us enough to tell us that if we sin we’re going to hurt ourselves.

Sin is not bad because it’s forbidden. Sin is forbidden because it’s bad. The average person thinks that God set up some arbitrary rules and then waits for someone to “knock the block off His shoulder” so He can toss them into hell. That’s not it. It’s a loving Father who says, “Kids, it was your choice to bring sin into this world. But now I’m going to tell you how to get through life with the least amount of pain. The soul that sins will die. Stay away from it.”

The wages of sin is indeed death. But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23). Thank God for the antidote of His blood. We have poisoned ourselves. We have eaten the peanuts. But the Lord has made a blood transfusion available to us. Jesus died for our sins. If I receive and embrace Him, His blood cleanses me.

Ezekiel 18:21, 22
 

But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.

If you change your mind and follow the Lord, your transgressions won’t even be mentioned by Him. Others might bring them up, but the Lord won’t. He says, “If you turn to Me and begin to walk with Me, I won’t even mention the transgressions you’ve committed. You’ll live life the way it was meant to be.”

Ezekiel 18:23
 

Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

I know this to be true because I see Jesus weeping at the tomb of Lazarus. Feeling the pain and the sorrow of death, the results of sin, Jesus wept. Why is it that people have the idea that God just can’t wait to toss people into hell?

Ezekiel 18:24
 

But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

The righteous man who moves toward iniquity and then lives in iniquity will die in his sin. What does this mean? I think it means what it says. We can either argue about it or be warned from it. I choose personally to take it as a warning.

Ezekiel 18:25–32
 

Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

“What does it mean to make you a new heart and a new spirit?” you ask. “I thought it was God who makes us a new heart and a new spirit.”

In Philippians 2:12, Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

“I thought salvation was a gift,” you say. “What does it mean to work it out?”

Philippians 2:13 goes on to say, “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do His good pleasure.”

It’s a partnership. God works in you to give you the will and ability to do His pleasure. So you work out your salvation—exercise it the same way you work out at the gym. God gives you the desire and ability—but He wants for you to give Him permission to do His work in your life.




ALL SOULS ARE MINE

A Topical Study of


EZEKIEL 18:1–4


“The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” This was a proverb used in the days of Ezekiel and Jeremiah. But the Lord said He never wanted to hear it again because all souls are His. That is, each individual is responsible and accountable to Him. In this, I believe we gain valuable understanding.

Understanding About Life


Our culture has been influenced by a subtle philosophy known as determinism. Determinism says you have no control over your life but that it has already been determined for you by factors such as genetics, birth order, heredity, and even astrology. God, however, says, “All souls are Mine.”

• “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee,” God declares (Jeremiah 1:5).

• “Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them,” David prays (Psalm 139:16).

Who we are isn’t determined by heredity, birth order, astrology, or society. We were created by God alone and we will only be fulfilled by giving our lives to Him.

The Key to Life


Oftentimes, people think God created us because He was terribly lonely and that now He smothers us because He needs us. But this is a huge misunderstanding because it doesn’t take into account the mystery of the Trinity. You see, God the Father was so delighted with and blessed by God the Son that He said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). And the Son loved the Father so much that He said, “I do always those things that please Him” (John 8:29). The Holy Spirit, in turn, is sent by the Father and glorifies the Son. In perfect harmony, fulfilled complete, God didn’t need to create us.

Why did He make us? Simply out of His creative goodness. God doesn’t need us a bit. But He loves us with a love that won’t quit (Jeremiah 31:3). And this gives me great hope.

Hope for Life


In Leviticus 19:2, the One who said, “All souls are Mine,” said, “You shall be holy for I the Lord your God am holy.” Many people think of this as a command impossible to fulfill when, in reality, it’s a promise impossible to break.

Think of it this way. When my youngest son, Benjamin, was a baby, I said to him, “Ben, you shall have a big nose for I, your father, have a big nose. It’s inevitable, Ben. The characteristics in me are going to be in you.”

In essence, that is what God is declaring. “You shall be holy unto Me for I the Lord am holy. It will happen.”

Paul picks up on this same theme when he says, “Being confident of this very thing that He who began a good work in you shall complete it” (see Philippians 1:6). The work He has begun in us will be completed.

Coping with Life


Knowing that all souls are God’s helps me cope with life. We have a tendency to get frustrated by the faults of others—even of those we love. But if we understand that all souls are truly the Lord’s, we can love people rather than judge them.

In Romans 14, Paul is engaged in a discussion concerning the eating of meat and the keeping of holy days. “To his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand,” he concludes (verse 4). Our tendency is to think everyone is going to fall. God, however, says, “All souls are Mine and I am able to make them stand—including your kids, your family, your friends, neighbors, and colleagues. You just love them and let Me deal with them.”

Warning for Life


Our text ends with a sober warning: The soul that sins shall surely die.

We look at death as the absence of brain waves or heartbeat, as the separation of soul and body. But God looks at death entirely differently. He sees it as the separation of a soul from Him. And this can happen even while the heart is beating strongly, even while the brain is functioning perfectly. In other words, people can live their entire lives as dead people. God has no pleasure in death (Ezekiel 18:32).

That is why He sent His Son to give us the gift of eternal life. And, regardless of our heritage, birth order, astrological sign, or cultural background, it’s ours simply for the taking.




 

Chapter 19
 

In chapter 19, Ezekiel is told to take up a dirge, a lamentation, a song of sorrow, specifically for the kings of Judah.

Ezekiel 19:1, 2
 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions.

Israel is likened to a lioness who is birthing two young cubs.

Ezekiel 19:3, 4
 

And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt.

The first cub did wickedly and was taken in chains to Egypt. This is Jehoahaz (2 Kings 23).

Ezekiel 19:5
 

Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion.

The second cub is Judah’s next king, Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23).

Ezekiel 19:6–9
 

And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men. And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by the noise of his roaring. Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken in their pit. And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel.

Judah looked to her leaders for protection, but her leaders were themselves carried away by the very enemy they feared.

Then Ezekiel changes metaphors…

Ezekiel 19:10–14
 

Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters. And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches. But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.

Things looked promising. Just like the lioness who had strong lions, the vine had strong branches. But suddenly, the vine was plucked up and transplanted in a dry, desert. This speaks of the way Judah was plucked up and taken to Babylon.

The only One who could save Judah is the only One who can save us—not the lions of a healthy economy, strong military, or a noble democracy—but the Lion of the tribe of Judah, Jesus Christ. Whether regarding the world at large or your own little corner of it, Jesus is the only Leader who will never let you down.

Chapter 20
 

Ezekiel 20:1 (a)
 

And it came to pass…

I think this is one of my favorite phrases in the Bible, for it means that, whatever the problems with which we currently struggle, they will pass.

Ezekiel 20:1 (b)–3
 

…in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the LORD, and sat before me. Then came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye come to enquire of me? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you.

A delegation of leaders came to Ezekiel and said, “We want you to seek the Lord regarding these matters.”

The Lord, however, said, “Tell them I have nothing to say.”

In this, I’m reminded of a passage in Deuteronomy…

And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and enquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment: And thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they of that place which the LORD shall choose shall shew thee; and thou shalt observe to do according to all that they inform thee: According to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee, and according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the sentence which they shall shew thee, to the right hand, nor to the left. And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel. Deuteronomy 17:9–12


God says that whoever came to a priest for counsel was obligated to follow it—or die. We have a tendency to go from counselor to counselor until we find one who agrees with us, to treat God’s direction to us as one option of many. But when we do, something in us dies in the process—and God’s voice is that much harder to hear.

Ezekiel 20:4, 5 (a)
 

Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations of their fathers: And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD…

“I will not answer you,” God instructed Ezekiel to tell the delegation of leaders seeking counsel. But then He spends the next forty-four verses answering them. Why? Because, while they wanted to talk to God about their present difficulty, He wanted to talk to them about their history.

Verses 5 through 9 talk about their rebellion in Egypt. Verses 10 through 26 talk about their rebellion in the wilderness. Verses 27 through 32 talk about their rebellion in the Promised Land. In other words, all along the line, God’s people rebelled…

Ezekiel 20:5 (b)–8 (a)
 

…In the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD your God; In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me…

Every problem I’ve had in my life is because of verse 8—when I didn’t listen to what God said. Think about it, and I’m sure you’ll find the same is true of you.

The Hebrew word translated “hearken” refers to the way a dog’s ears immediately go up at the sound of his master’s call or whistle. That’s what our Master wants us to do.

Ezekiel 20:8 (b)–12
 

…they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt. Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.

After delivering them from bondage in Egypt, God gave His people statutes for their own well-being. But for a sign to them, He chose something graciously appropriate for a nation of freed slaves: a Sabbath rest.

Ezekiel 20:13–21
 

But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands; Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols. Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness. But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: I am the LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God. Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness.

As seen in the Exodus account, despite God’s provision, rather than keep His statutes or Sabbaths, His people chose instead to murmur and to walk in idolatry.

Ezekiel 20:22–25
 

Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth. I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through the countries; Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers’ idols. Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live;

Since His people turned their back on His ways, God allowed them to walk in their own.

Ezekiel 20:26–31
 

And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I am the LORD. Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Yet in this your fathers have blasphemed me, in that they have committed a trespass against me. For when I had brought them into the land, for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering: there also they made their sweet savour, and poured out there their drink offerings. Then I said unto them, What is the high place whereunto ye go? And the name thereof is called Bamah unto this day. Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations? For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, even unto this day: and shall I be enquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you.

God’s people wouldn’t keep the Sabbath He gave to bless them. Instead, they offered their children as sacrifices to heathen gods. Isn’t this just like human nature? We don’t do the simple things that God says which would result in health, blessing, and joy. Instead, we either bind ourselves to legalism in an effort to earn our salvation or we bind ourselves to the insatiable demands of our flesh.

God’s ways are so refreshing. He wants to bless us. Why do we make it so hard on ourselves?

Ezekiel 20:32–34
 

And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out.

After the Lord says, “You’ve been rebellious in Egypt, in the wilderness, and in the Promised Land,” He says, “I’m still going to gather you to Myself. I’m going to purge you. You’ll have to go through difficult times. But I’m not going to give up on you.”

Ezekiel 20:35–38
 

And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

“To pass under the rod” speaks of the way shepherds would number their flock. Thus, it is the compassion a shepherd feels for his sheep that the Lord feels even for His rebellious people.

Ezekiel 20:39, 40
 

As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord GOD; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols. For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things.

This refers to the practice of mixing idolatry with the worship of Jehovah. If His people wouldn’t serve Him wholly, they might as well serve their idols alone.

Ezekiel 20:41–44
 

I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have wrought with you for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

Never think God is silent. As long as you have a Bible available to you, God is speaking loudly. Any time you want, you can open the Scripture and understand your situation through the perspective of God’s history—the doctrines of the New Testament, the life of Christ, the practice of the early church, the history of Israel. They all constitute the “loud silence” of God.

Ezekiel 20:45–49
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south field; And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein. And all flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched. Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables?

Ezekiel is told to deliver a fiery parable concerning the destruction of Jerusalem—to be explained even more clearly in chapter 21…

Chapter 21
 

Ezekiel 21:1–5
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel, And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked. Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against all flesh from the south to the north: That all flesh may know that I the LORD have drawn forth my sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more.

Ezekiel was to prophesy to Jerusalem that her destruction was imminent because God was against her. If God be for us who can be against us? Paul asked triumphantly (Romans 8:31). But if God be against us, defeat is certain.

Ezekiel 21:6, 7
 

Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes. And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt answer, For the tidings; because it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel was to walk around sighing. When the people asked him why he sighed, he was to tell them it was due to the coming judgment.

Ezekiel 21:8–14
 

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished: It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree. And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of the slayer. Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason of the sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh. Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? it shall be no more, saith the Lord GOD. Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth into their privy chambers.

A sword was added to Ezekiel’s sigh because sin not only brings sorrow but it causes people to feel brokenhearted and bloodied. Ezekiel was to swing the sword three times as an illustration of the three times the Babylonians would invade Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 21:15–17
 

I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made bright, it is wrapped up for the slaughter. Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left, whithersoever thy face is set. I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause my fury to rest: I the LORD have said it.

Here, the Lord uses a sword in the hand of Ezekiel to prove a point, to paint a picture of the coming invasion. In Genesis 3:24, He used a flaming sword in the Garden of Eden for protection—to keep Adam and Eve from returning, eating of the tree of life, and living forever in their sinful state. In Exodus 32:27, He used swords in the hands of the Levites to purify His people after they worshiped the golden calf (Exodus 32:27). In Luke, we see a sword in the hand of Peter to protest the arrest of Jesus (Luke 22:50). In Hebrews 4:12, we read of the power of the Word likened to that of a two-edged sword. But nowhere does the sword, or spear, play as important a part as it does in John 19:34—for there, in the hands of a Roman soldier, it pierced the side of Jesus and proved that He died of a broken heart for you and for me.

Ezekiel 21:18–20
 

The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon may come: both twain shall come forth out of one land: and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way to the city. Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced.

Nebuchadnezzar could have either attacked Jerusalem directly or first attacked the Ammonites for their part in siding with Zedekiah against the Babylonians.

Ezekiel 21:21–24
 

For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver. At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort. And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that they may be taken. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be taken with the hand.

There were three methods of divination Nebuchadnezzar employed to determine his battle plan. He could cast lots using arrows; he could consult his idols; and he could “read” the liver of an animal sacrificed for the occasion. Evidently, all signs pointed to attacking Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 21:25–27
 

And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.

The prophecy of verses 25 through 27 has a two-fold application. Historically, it speaks of Zedekiah, the last king to reign over Judah before the Babylonian invasion. Prophetically, it speaks of antichrist, someone even more wicked than Zedekiah, who will usurp authority and demand to be worshiped. The stage is being set even now for this charismatic, coming world dictator.

Ezekiel 21:28–32
 

And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity shall have an end. Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity. And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, and skilful to destroy. Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the LORD have spoken it.

This prophecy concerning judgment against Ammon was fulfilled approximately five years after the destruction of Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar invaded the region. The Ammonites wouldn’t be carried away captive, as were the Jews, for, just as Ezekiel prophesied (verse 30), they would be destroyed in their own land. Why was their judgment to be so severe? Because, in haughtiness and pride, they had looked down upon Judah (Ezekiel 25:3).

Chapter 22
 

Ezekiel 22:1–5
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations. Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD, The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols against herself to defile herself. Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even unto thy years: therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking to all countries. Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed.

Ezekiel prophesied that the Jews would be mocked by those near and far. This speaks not only geographically but historically. The Jews have felt mockery and anti-Semitism both throughout the world and throughout history. They turned away from the Lord and have paid the price for their rebellion.

Ezekiel 22:6–12
 

Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to their power to shed blood. In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow. Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabbaths. In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. In thee have they discovered their fathers’ nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution. And one hath committed abomination with his neighbour’s wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his father’s daughter. In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD.

Here, Ezekiel is given a list of Judah’s offenses against the Lord. They were a murderous people, disrespectful of their parents and devoid of compassion for the poor. They had despised the things of God and, instead, reveled in immorality. In financial practices, they lacked integrity. And all of this was because they had forgotten God.

Ezekiel 22:13–16
 

Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst of thee. Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it. And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee. And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.

Here, we hear the heart of God saying, “You’ve forgotten Me. You’ve become corrupt in your practices and immoral in your activities. Therefore, I’m going to send you away from your homeland, away from Jerusalem, to consume the filthiness out of you.” The Lord would destroy Jerusalem not to harm His people but to free them. A loving Father was saying, “Even if I have to destroy their country, burn their city, and scatter them throughout the world, I’ll do whatever it takes to cleanse and free them from the grip of idolatry.”

People who don’t take time to read the whole story look at these kinds of passages and think God is cruel to come down so harshly on His people. In reality, however, it’s a loving Father who says, “If this is what it takes to purge you of these tendencies, to clean you of the filthiness that would otherwise destroy you, I’ll do it.”

Let that be a loving warning to us.

Ezekiel 22:17–22
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you.

God’s people had melted gold to make their idols. Now, reduced to brass, tin, iron, and lead, they themselves would be melted and purified in the fires of the furnace that Jerusalem would become.

Ezekiel 22:23–29
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the midst thereof. Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain. And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully.

The priests had failed to show the people the difference between the clean and the unclean. The political leaders used their office not only to shed blood but to get rich. The prophets, were “daubing with untempered mortar,” giving the people a false sense of peace and security that were not from God. And, finally, the people themselves lacked any compassion for those in need.

Ezekiel 22:30, 31
 

And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

Prophet, priest, and politician had all led God’s people tragically astray. And the people willingly followed. Thus, their hedge of protection was in disarray and there was none to stand in the gap.




THE PUZZLE OF PRAYER

A Topical Study of


EZEKIEL 22:30, 31


For many people, prayer is a perplexing puzzle. For many people, the more they think about prayer, the more questions they have concerning prayer. “If God is indeed a loving God, why does He require us to beg from Him the things we need? Why doesn’t He just do what He knows is best for us apart from prayer?”

Others ask, “If this God is so powerful that He spoke the worlds into existence before we even existed, why doesn’t He just speak again and make things right whether or not we pray?”

Still others say, “I know my Father loves me. He proved it by sending His Son to die for me. Therefore, I don’t really need to pray. I’ll just trust Him to make the right decisions for my life and for the world in general.”

It is true that God is on the throne. But listen to what He declares from that throne: “Call unto Me and I will show you great and mighty things which you know not” (Jeremiah 33:3). “Ask and it shall be given, seek and ye shall find, knock, and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). You see, if we really believe God is on the throne, we need to hear what He says from the throne. And He invites, exhorts, commands us to pray.

That’s exactly what He did in Ezekiel’s day, as well. His people had fallen into apostasy and idolatry, inequity and immorality. Therefore, He sought a man to stand in the gap through whom He could show mercy.

What does it mean to “stand in the gap”? The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible. Therefore, turn to Psalm 106, where we see what it means to stand in the gap, to stand in the breach…

They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image. Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt; Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea. Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.
Psalm 106:19–23


While Moses was on Mount Sinai for forty days, receiving God’s Law for His people, His people were worshiping a golden calf. “I’m going to destroy these people,” God said to Moses. “I’ve done so much for them, but they continue to rebel against Me. So I’m going to make of you a new nation.”

Moses could have said, “Good idea! Wipe them out, Lord.” Instead, he said, “Lord, You have made promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that their seed would number as the stars in the heaven. You cannot violate Your Word. If you destroy them, take my name out of the Book of Life. Destroy me along with them.” Moses stood in the breach, in the gap. He interceded to God. And that’s exactly what God was looking for (Exodus 32).








It wasn’t that God had to be talked into showing the people mercy. It was that, thorough Moses, He had a way to do so. The holiness and justice of God would demand that judgment come down. But through intercession, Moses appealed to the graciousness and mercy of God and God had reason not to do what He would otherwise have been obligated by His own holiness and justice to do.

There are certain things God cannot do. When Jesus came to His hometown, the people didn’t believe Him. As a result, we read that He could do no mighty work there (Mark 6:5). It wasn’t that He couldn’t—but that He couldn’t. God has chosen to limit Himself to working through prayer. He has chosen to partner with man.

It would be like if you were a multibillionaire but you set up your bank account in such a way that two parties were required to withdraw any money. God’s wealth is limitless—but He made a contract with us in which it can’t be withdrawn without our cosigning in prayer.

There are hundreds of men sitting underground in relatively small cubicles, watching screens, listening to messages while a hundred feet from them are nuclear missiles ready to launch. All they have to do is punch in certain codes, turn a key, and the missile is sent. But there’s a safeguard built in lest someone wanted to play a trick on the world. It takes two people separated by a distance of twelve feet to punch in their numbers and turn their keys simultaneously. For power to be released, both men must work in tandem—and that is a picture of prayer.

That’s why, in Matthew 18, Jesus told us that whatever we bind on earth is bound in heaven and whatever we loose on earth is loosed in heaven. In other words, the Father is saying, “I give you the keys of the kingdom. When we turn them, power is unleashed. But I will not turn My key alone. And you cannot turn your key alone.”

In Ezekiel’s day, the people were involved in idolatry and walking in apostasy. “I would have blessed Israel,” God declares, “if I could have found someone to cosign the check, to turn the key with Me, to pray for revival. But I found none.”

How much destruction comes into our lives unnecessarily, how much poverty we experience daily simply because we don’t pray. God has signed the check. Power and provision are there, but we say, “I’ll just go with the flow. I’ll pray someday if I can find the time or work up the energy.”

All the while, a brokenhearted Father looks at His people and says, “You have not because you ask not.”

Why has God chosen to be helpless apart from man in this area of intercession?

First, it’s because He desires to cultivate an intimate relationship with us. He loves us. He wants to spend time with us. Therefore, He made an agreement that the only way the blessing He has for you will be released is by spending time with Him. God wants to cultivate a relationship with you so He says, “I will do nothing apart from prayer.”

It’s on-the-job training for us. There are big things ahead and God is preparing, training, and developing us for the ages to come.

And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
Revelation 5:10


We will rule and reign throughout the ages to come. Therefore, the Lord wants us to learn how to be in communication with Him constantly, to move in His authority. If people who had never been trained to communicate with Him intimately and constantly, the result would be chaos throughout the ages to come. So God says, “If you don’t pray, I won’t answer. I’m going to teach you to become like Me.”

In Matthew 9, a man came to Jesus and said, “Master, my daughter is sick, even at the point of death. Come with me and lay Your hands on her that she might be healed. And Jesus went and followed him. Was the man talking Jesus into coming? No. He was simply opening the way for Jesus to come. Prayer allows the Lord to heal, save, release, and work in those areas where it seems like everything is dying. He wants to flow His power and life to hurting people, but He’s chosen to use you as the conduit. If you shut up, He shuts down.

If we don’t pray, He won’t move.

We’re called to a great destiny, gang. Use the authority He’s given you in prayer—and watch God’s blessings be released powerfully.

 

Chapter 23
 

Chapter 23, in which the link between idolatry and immorality is seen, deals with the spiritual adultery taking place in Judah.

Ezekiel 23:1–4
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother: And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of their virginity. And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters. Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem Aholibah.

Aholah, or literally, “tabernacle” speaks of the ten northern tribes. Aholibah, or literally, “my tent is in her”—referring to the temple—speaks of the southern kingdom.

Ezekiel 23:5–10
 

And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours, Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with all their idols she defiled herself. Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted. These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: and she became famous among women; for they had executed judgment upon her.

The ten northern tribes flirted with the idols of Assyria and were taken captive by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. You’d think the younger sister would see the difficulty of her older sister and learn a lesson. But that is not what happened…

Ezekiel 23:11–17
 

And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more than her sister in her whoredoms. She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbours, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable young men. Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way, And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion, Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity: And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea. And the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from them.

Judah practiced immorality later than did Israel—but went on to practice it more fully than did Israel.

Ezekiel 23:18–21
 

So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was alienated from her sister. Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt. For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth.

“Remember not the sins of my youth,” David cries (Psalm 25:7). Here, however, we see the sin of Israel and Judah not only remembered but repeated.

Ezekiel 23:22–24
 

Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring them against thee on every side; The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to their judgments.

The nations Judah had been so eager to please, those for whom she had turned her back on Jehovah, would be the very ones He would use to chasten her.

Ezekiel 23:25, 26
 

And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy remnant shall fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured by the fire. They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels.

Whether the bejeweled noses and ears of the people would be literally removed, as was known to happen by the hand of the Assyrians and Chaldeans, or whether this refers to the removal of their king and priests—devastating disfigurement of either their person or their nation was the result.

Ezekiel 23:27–34
 

Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more. For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thine hand. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it containeth much. Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

In addition to the cup of astonishment and desolation seen in this passage, we see the cup of salvation in Psalm 116:13, the cup of God’s fury in Isaiah 51:17, and the cup of cold water Jesus said doesn’t go unnoticed in Mark 9:41. But infinitely more important than any of these was the cup Jesus was willing to drink for us, the cup of the suffering, sin, and solitude He would drink on the Cross as He paid the price for the sin of all humanity. Because Jesus drank this cup, we don’t have to drink the cup of astonishment and desolation. We don’t have to drink the cup of His fury. We are invited to remember what He did on our behalf by drinking the cup of blessing at His Table (1 Corinthians 10:16).

Ezekiel 23:35–39
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their abominations; That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them. Moreover this they have done unto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths. For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house.

Idolatry and immorality were running rampant in Judah. God’s people would worship their idols and take part in their immoral activities. Then they would go to the temple and act as though everything was fine.

Ezekiel 23:40–49
 

And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments, And satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil. And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common sort were brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and she with them? Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands. For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled. And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your lewdness. And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

In Jeremiah 3:14, we read of Israel and Judah being married to God. But because they proved to be adulterous wives, they would pay the prescribed price of adultery (Deuteronomy 22:22–24) by the stones that would be hurled at them by Babylonian war machines.

Chapter 24
 

For twenty-three chapters there have been warnings. Now the day has come when Babylon invades Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 24:1–5
 

Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day. And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it: Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein.

Ezekiel was told to put meat in a pot of water and to let it boil that the people might see through this illustration that they were in hot water, that God’s anger was at the boiling point.

Ezekiel 24:6–12
 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall up on it. For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile for fire great. Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned. Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire.

After the meat and even the bones were fully cooked, Ezekiel was to place the empty pot upon the fire as an illustration that, not only would the people of Jerusalem experience God’s wrath, but Jerusalem herself would be destroyed.

Ezekiel 24:13–15
 

In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord GOD. Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

Ezekiel’s ministry began when the Lord instructed Him to eat a scroll of woe. Then he had to lay on his side for over a year, cut his hair, cook with cow manure, and move out of his house. Each of these actions was symbolic, intended to get the attention of people who no longer listened to the teaching and preaching of the Word. But people still weren’t listening, so his next assignment would be the heaviest of all…

Ezekiel 24:16–18
 

Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded.

“The pot is boiling,” the Lord said to Ezekiel. “But My people aren’t listening. Therefore, tell them that I’m going to take your wife.”

“The desire of thine eyes” speaks of the deep affection Ezekiel had for his wife. Yet he was not to mourn for her. He was to keep his turban on and not to cover his lower lip, as was the custom of those in mourning.

This reminds me of Leviticus 10. There, we see the tabernacle being dedicated. Fire was descending from heaven to ignite the sacrifices on the altar. All the people were blown away as they experienced the glory of the Lord. At that point, two of Aaron’s sons lit their own fire to burn incense. When the Lord saw it, He struck them dead because they had disobeyed His command to use only fire from the altar in worship. Aaron was forbidden by the Lord to mourn for his sons because there was a job he had to do and he must keep going.

If you’re serious in your desire to serve Jesus, you must learn the secret of Leviticus 10 and Ezekiel 24. Your own personal emotions, your challenges and difficulties must not be allowed to interfere with the calling or ministry God has opened for you. I’ve seen bunches of people who, because they checked out during times of difficulty were sidelined permanently. God give us men and women who learn that the calling they have, the gifts they’ve been given must not be compromised by personal problems or emotions. God make us those who would “set our face toward Jerusalem” as Jesus did and not be deterred from what He would have us do.

Ezekiel 24:19–24
 

And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so? Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel was to tell the people that what God had done in his life personally, He would do to Jerusalem nationally.

Too many of us have a tendency to want to serve the Lord for the benefits. But true servants are willing to forego healing if the Lord calls them to be an example to others of how to die, to suffer financial loss if it means showing others that God alone is all they need. True servants, like Ezekiel, give God permission to use their lives in whatever way will give Him glory.

Ezekiel 24:25–27
 

Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

This would be Ezekiel’s last prophecy to God’s people until chapter 33, during which time he would be prophesying to the surrounding nations. Just as he was not to mourn for his wife, he was to turn his attention from his lamentation and warning to God’s people to those outside of Judah until word came to him that Jerusalem had indeed fallen (33:21).

Chapter 25
 

The first twenty-four chapters of the Book of Ezekiel consist of warnings to the people of Jerusalem that judgment was coming. Chapters 25 through 32, however, consist of prophecies directed not to Jerusalem but to the surrounding nations because, although judgment begins at the house of God (1 Peter 4:17), it is not limited to the house of God. He will judge not only Judah, but the nations surrounding Judah.

Ezekiel 25:1, 2
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them;

The Ammonites were a nomadic people residing in the area of present-day Jordan. As descendants of Lot through his incestuous relationship with his younger daughter (Genesis 19:36–38) the Ammonites were related to the people of Israel.

Ezekiel 25:3–7
 

And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity; Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couchingplace for flocks: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy despite against the land of Israel; Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD.

When Judah went through difficulty, as the temple was being destroyed, Ammon cheered. And because she rejoiced in the hardship of her enemy, she, too, would be destroyed.

Ezekiel 25:8–11
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen; Therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be remembered among the nations. And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Descendants of Lot through his incestuous relationship with his older daughter (Genesis 19:36–38), the Moabites lived south of the Ammonites on the north shore of the Dead Sea. When Jerusalem was destroyed, the Moabites were more subtle than the Ammonites. Instead of cheering, they said, “The house of Judah is like all the heathen.” In other words, “Judah’s God is simply a local deity. Sometimes He wins. Sometimes He loses. Obviously, because His temple is being burned, He lost this one to the gods of the Babylonians.”

Our culture has bought in to the Moabite mentality. “I’m glad you found peace in Jesus,” they say. “But all paths lead to divine enlightenment. There are lots of gods, lots of philosophies, lots of ideas—and they all lead to the same place as long as people are sincere.”

Ezekiel 25:12, 13
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them; Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword.

The Edomites were descendants of Esau. When Judah was powerless, the Edomites took advantage of the situation and plundered her. Therefore, the Lord would stretch out His hand against them.

Ezekiel 25:14–17
 

And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord GOD. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to destroy it for the old hatred; Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy the remnant of the sea coast. And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them.

The Philistines, who inhabited the area known today as the Gaza Strip, also exploited Judah’s difficulty by taking territory. Consequently, the Lord would deal with them because of their hatred for His people.

Chapter 26
 

Chapters 26 through 28 deal with Tyre. Located forty miles north of Israel’s northern boundary, Tyre, a seaport town, was the greatest commercial center of the time.

Ezekiel 26:1–3
 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste: Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up.

Caravans traveling from Tyre to Egypt would pass through Israel and Judah, where they would be taxed. Thus, with the Jews no longer in control of that region, Tyre’s profit margin would rise substantially.

Ezekiel 26:4–21
 

And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD: and it shall become a spoil to the nations. And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall know that I am the LORD. For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much people. He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and lift up the buckler against thee. And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach. With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground. And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. Thus saith the Lord GOD to Tyrus; Shall not the isles shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the slaughter is made in the midst of thee? Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every moment, and be astonished at thee. And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it! Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure. For thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee; When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into the pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in the land of the living; I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord GOD.

This prophecy confuses and frustrates the agnostic historian because it’s an incredible prediction whose chances of being fulfilled have been calculated to be one in seventy-five million. In it, the Lord says He would bring Nebuchadnezzar and his war machine to Tyre. Only a few years after this prophecy was given, that’s exactly what happened. Nebuchadnezzar’s goal was to take Egypt, but for some reason led a siege against Tyre instead. The people of Tyre were tough, however, and held on for thirteen years. When the Babylonians finally broke through, they were shocked to find no one there. Where did the people of Tyre go? They snuck out the “back door” and sailed in small boats to an island one-half mile out to sea, where they built a brand new city.

In 332 B.C., determined to conquer the known world, Alexander needed to subjugate the people of Tyre. So, as prophesied in verse 3, he used slaves from the nations he had conquered to push the rubble from the old city into the water and build a causeway. When it was completed, all that remained for Alexander to do was to march his troops on the causeway and destroy the city.

But, as seen in verse 12, there’s a third part of this prophecy. Over the ensuing centuries, Tyre became an important Islamic center. Thus, in A.D. 1290, when the Crusaders came down from Europe to free the Holy Land, they drove out the Muslim residents of Tyre and made it their capital. When the Muslims recaptured their city, they disassembled Tyre and threw every rock and timber into the sea because it had been defiled. That is why, if you go to the ancient site of Tyre today, you will see only a small fishing village, with the fishermen spreading their nets, as prophesied in verse 14.

With a fresh-water spring flowing in Tyre, even those who study geography say there is no reason there isn’t a thriving metropolis on the old site of Tyre. But, because the Lord said it would be built no more, the site remains virtually empty.

Chapter 27
 

Ezekiel 27:1–4
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus; And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea, which art a merchant of the people for many isles, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty. Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty.

As with Sodom and Samaria (Ezekiel 16), pride was in the hearts of the people of Tyre and, therefore, would be at the heart of the reason for her demise.

Ezekiel 27:5–7
 

They have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make masts for thee. Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim. Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered thee.

Tyre’s pride and prosperity were seen even in her sailing vessels, built of the finest materials.

Ezekiel 27:8–11
 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners: thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots. The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army, thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee; they set forth thy comeliness. The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers: they hanged their shields upon thy walls round about; they have made thy beauty perfect.

Zidon and Arvad were cities of Tyre. Gebal was a Phoenician city. According to biblical scholars, Lud refers to Asia Minor and Phut to Africa.

Ezekiel 27:12–14
 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs. Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy market. They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with horses and horsemen and mules.

Although Ezekiel was a priest of Judah held captive in Babylon, he was able to speak in great detail concerning Tyre’s commercial dealings because his words came directly from the One from before whose eyes nothing is hidden (Hebrews 4:13)—including the trading of “persons of men,” or slave trade.

Ezekiel 27:15–19
 

The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were the merchandise of thine hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony. Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and agate. Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants: they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm. Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of Helbon, and white wool. Dan also and Javan going to and fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market.

Scholars believe Javan refers to a Greek settlement in Arabia. In other words, from near (Dan) to far (Javan), trade flowed freely through Tyre.

Ezekiel 27:20–22
 

Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for chariots. Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy merchants. The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, and gold.

Dedan, Kedar, Sheba, and Raamah also speak of tribes in Arabia.

Ezekiel 27:23–27
 

Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Assur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in blue clothes, and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar, among thy merchandise. The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of the seas. Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas. Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men of war, that are in thee, and in all thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin.

Allegorized by a shipwreck, Tyre’s destruction would affect the economies of every nation whose labor she hired and whose goods she carried.

Ezekiel 27:28–32
 

The suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of thy pilots. And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of the sea, shall come down from their ships, they shall stand upon the land; And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes: And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing. And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea?

I am reminded of another shipwreck—the one we read about in Acts 27. Rather than carrying costly merchandise, this ship was carrying prisoners, one of which was the apostle Paul. Like Ezekiel, Paul warned the captain of impending danger. But, like the people of Tyre, the captain ignored Paul’s warning and sailed anyway. But there the similarities end, for although Paul’s ship was destroyed, not a single life was lost (Acts 27:22). Such would not be the fate of Tyre.

Ezekiel 27:33–36
 

When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise. In the time when thou shalt be broken by the seas in the depths of the waters thy merchandise and all thy company in the midst of thee shall fall. All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at thee, and their kings shall be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in their countenance. The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee; thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt be any more.

Wise would be those who would be frightened by what happened to Tyre, for in them was a chance of humility and repentance. But those who did nothing but hiss at her would one day share her fate due to their own pride.

Chapter 28
 

Ezekiel 28:1–5
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches:

This prophecy refers to the literal prince of Tyre who proudly proclaimed himself to be wiser than Daniel, prime minister of Babylon at this time. In addition, this prophecy speaks of the power behind the prince of Tyre—of Satan himself.

Ezekiel 28:6–10
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

Because it is inspired by Satan, the New Age idea of self-deification is not a new idea at all. It has its roots in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:5).

Ezekiel 28:11–13 (a)
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold…

In 2 Corinthians 11:14, Paul declares that Satan transforms himself into an angel of light. That is why his ideas seem so enlightened.

Ezekiel 28:13 (b), 14
 

…the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

Before he fell and became Satan, or literally “adversary,” Lucifer was the worship leader in heaven. His entire being was an instrument of praise.

Ezekiel 28:15–17
 

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.

What iniquity was found in Lucifer? His heart was lifted up because of his beauty. The idea speaks not only of physical beauty but of intellect, music, position, and prominence.

Ezekiel 28:18, 19
 

Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

Isaiah 28 tells us that Lucifer fell not because he wanted to take over for God but simply because he wanted to be like Him. As Satan, he enticed Eve to want the same thing (Genesis 3:5)—and continues to whisper this in the hearts of men today. “I don’t want anyone to tell me what to do. I’ll decide for myself what is right,” mankind insists.

Even believers can fall prey to this snare of pride. When you pray, “Lord make me like You,” is it so you can be nailed to a cross—or is it so that others will think you’re spiritual? When we ask God to make us like Himself, are we really asking to be acknowledged, exalted, admired, and respected? In reality, wanting to be like Jesus speaks of being misunderstood and dying to self.

Ezekiel 28:20–23
 

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy against it, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her. For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Jezebel, daughter of the king of Sidon, was the one who introduced Baal worship to Israel (1 Kings 16:31).

Ezekiel 28:24–26
 

And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD. Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant Jacob. And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that despise them round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their God.

Sidon would experience disease and war. God’s people, on the other hand, would one day be gathered together to dwell in safety, no longer either fearful or tempted to follow those around her. We have seen this prophecy partially fulfilled, for, since May 1948, Israel is in the process of being regathered. But the confidence and safety spoken of here will not be fully realized until Jesus returns to rule and reign this planet with righteousness.

Chapter 29
 

The next four chapters talk about the land of Egypt—another nation infected with pride.

Ezekiel 29:1–3
 

In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for myself.

So proud was Pharaoh of his accomplishments that he even took credit for the Nile.

Ezekiel 29:4–9
 

But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales. And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the heaven. And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel. When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon thee, thou brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee. And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that I am the LORD: because he hath said, The river is mine, and I have made it.

God would cut off man and beast as proof that He is God alone. This is fitting because the Egyptians worshiped all kinds of beasts, birds, and bugs. Thus, the majority of the plagues at the time of Moses related to these things as evidence of God’s supremacy over them.

Ezekiel 29:10–15
 

Behold, therefore I am against thee, and against thy rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, from the tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia. No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years. And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years: and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. Yet thus saith the Lord GOD; At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whither they were scattered: And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom. It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the nations.

For centuries, the Egyptian empire was both financially and intellectually rich. In fact, the great Grecian empire borrowed much of her understanding from the Egyptians. After Egypt was taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar for forty years, although her people returned to their homeland, she would never again be a great empire.

Ezekiel 29:16
 

And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, when they shall look after them: but they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

The Israelites always had a tendency to look to Egypt for covering, support, and strength. But, after the fall of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar, she would do so no longer.

Ezekiel 29:17–20
 

And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it: herefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, because they wrought for me, saith the Lord GOD.

The siege and conquest of Tyre had been backbreaking and costly work for the Babylonians with little to show for their labor. Because Nebuchadnezzar would be serving God’s purpose in humbling both Tyre and Egypt, God ensured his victory over Egypt would be relatively easy and much more profitable.

Ezekiel 29:21
 

In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Babylon was simply a tool in the Lord’s hand. Therefore, her power would eventually wane. On the other hand, being God’s people, Israel would blossom again and will continue to do so on into the Millennium.

Chapter 30
 

As chapter 29 spoke of Egypt’s demise, chapter 30 speaks of her desolation.

Ezekiel 30:1–4
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Howl ye, Woe worth the day! For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time of the heathen. And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great pain shall be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and they shall take away her multitude, and her foundations shall be broken down.

Historically, this is just what happened. As Nebuchadnezzar marched south, not only did Egypt fall, but Ethiopia did as well. Prophetically, Daniel 11:40–43 tells us this is exactly what will happen when, in the last days, Egypt will be annihilated at Armageddon.

Ezekiel 30:5–11
 

Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword. Thus saith the LORD; They also that uphold Egypt shall fall; and the pride of her power shall come down: from the tower of Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith the Lord GOD. And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are wasted. And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I have set a fire in Egypt, and when all her helpers shall be destroyed. In that day shall messengers go forth from me in ships to make the careless Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: for, lo, it cometh. Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. He and his people with him, the terrible of the nations, shall be brought to destroy the land: and they shall draw their swords against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain.

Just as God used the Babylonians to judge His own people, so God would use them to judge Egypt.

Ezekiel 30:12, 13
 

And I will make the rivers dry, and sell the land into the hand of the wicked: and I will make the land waste, and all that is therein, by the hand of strangers: I the LORD have spoken it. Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause their images to cease out of Noph; and there shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.

The Nile was the lifeblood of Egypt. Therefore, if it did not rise to its usual height, the results were catastrophic. Not only would the Nile be unable to support her, but Egypt’s idols and prince would be destroyed, as well.

Ezekiel 30:14–19
 

And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. And I will pour my fury upon Sin, the strength of Egypt; and I will cut off the multitude of No. And I will set fire in Egypt: Sin shall have great pain, and No shall be rent asunder, and Noph shall have distresses daily. The young men of Aven and of Pi-beseth shall fall by the sword: and these cities shall go into captivity. At Tehaphnehes also the day shall be darkened, when I shall break there the yokes of Egypt: and the pomp of her strength shall cease in her: as for her, a cloud shall cover her, and her daughters shall go into captivity. Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

No Egyptian city would be immune from the force of the invading Babylonian army.

Ezekiel 30:20, 21 (a)
 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt…

Pharaoh’s arm was broken when Babylon defeated Pharaoh-Necho’s army at Carchemish (Jeremiah 46:1, 2).

Ezekiel 30:21 (b)–26
 

…and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, and that which was broken; and I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand. And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh’s arms, and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man. But I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt. And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among the countries; and they shall know that I am the LORD.

In Ezekiel 28:3, the prince of Tyre declared himself to be wiser than Daniel. He was obviously mistaken, however, for Daniel knew that it is God alone who “removeth kings and setteth up kings” (2:21)—which is exactly what He would do with Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar.

Chapter 31
 

After seeing Egypt’s demise and desolation in chapters 29 and 30, here in chapter 31, we see Pharaoh’s downfall…

Ezekiel 31:1, 2
 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness?

“Who are you like?” the Lord asks Pharaoh. Then He answers him…

Ezekiel 31:3–9
 

Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent out her little rivers unto all the trees of the field. Therefore his height was exalted above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches became long because of the multitude of waters, when he shot forth. All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt all great nations. Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for his root was by great waters. The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the chestnut trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was like unto him in his beauty. I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him.

Here, the Lord reminds Pharaoh that the powerful Assyrian empire was cut down to size by the Babylonians. Over and over, the Lord reiterates the fact that pride leads to one’s fall and destruction.

Ezekiel 31:10–12
 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot up his top among the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height; I have therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen; he shall surely deal with him: I have driven him out for his wickedness. And strangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, and have left him: upon the mountains and in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the people of the earth are gone down from his shadow, and have left him.

As Assyria was humbled by a stranger named Nebuchadnezzar, so would Egypt be.

The Lord invests four chapters to drive home an important point: If you think you’ve got it together, that you can make it on your own, that you’re head and shoulders above another, resting in your skills, education, charisma, or wealth, watch out. You’re going down—not just in this life, but down into hell itself.

Ezekiel 31:13–18
 

Upon his ruin shall all the fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field shall be upon his branches: To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees stand up in their height, all that drink water: for they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the children of men, with them that go down to the pit. Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when he went down to the grave I caused a mourning: I covered the deep for him, and I restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were stayed: and I caused Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the field fainted for him. I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the heathen. To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

“Whom art thou like in thy greatness?” the Lord asked Pharaoh in verse 1. After spending the chapter likening his empire to that of the defunct Assyrians, He asks again as if to make sure that Pharaoh got the point.

Chapter 32
 

If chapter 31 is Pharaoh’s downfall, chapter 32 is his dirge.

Ezekiel 32:1–3
 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers. Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will therefore spread out my net over thee with a company of many people; and they shall bring thee up in my net.

“You think you’re as powerful as a whale,” Ezekiel was to prophesy to Pharaoh, “but you’re going to get caught in My net. You feel like a young lion, but you’re going to be ensnared.”

Ezekiel 32:4–6
 

Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of the heaven to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the whole earth with thee. And I will lay thy flesh upon the mountains, and fill the valleys with thy height. I will also water with thy blood the land wherein thou swimmest, even to the mountains; and the rivers shall be full of thee.

Whereas the Nile once flowed with blood as evidence of God’s supremacy (Exodus 7:20), the land would be filled with blood again as Egypt fell to the Babylonians. Pride was the cause of both judgments. Repentance would have been the cure (Jonah 3).

Ezekiel 32:7, 8
 

And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD.

Just as the sky turned black during one of the plagues in the days of Moses (Exodus 10:22), the land is dark once again because Egypt refused to walk in the light of God’s will.

Ezekiel 32:9–15
 

I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou hast not known. Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish my sword before them; and they shall tremble at every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall. For thus saith the Lord GOD; The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee. By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to fall, the terrible of the nations, all of them: and they shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be destroyed. I will destroy also all the beasts thereof from beside the great waters; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. Then will I make their waters deep, and cause their rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord GOD. When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am the LORD.

The surrounding nations would know that Jehovah is God by seeing His power against a nation they thought to be invincible. God will make Himself known in the lives of men either through His blessings or His judgment. Because He is merciful, He makes every allowance possible that it be the former. But, because of man’s pride, it often is the latter.

Ezekiel 32:16–21
 

This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her: the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall lament for her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the Lord GOD. It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit. Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid with the uncircumcised. They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the sword: she is delivered to the sword: draw her and all her multitudes. The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them that help him: they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword.

Here is the burial service of an empire.

Ezekiel 32:22–30
 

Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are about him: all of them slain, fallen by the sword: Whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company is round about her grave: all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which caused terror in the land of the living. There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which are gone down uncircumcised into the nether parts of the earth, which caused their terror in the land of the living; yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit. They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their terror was caused in the land of the living, yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the midst of them that be slain. There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of the living. And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone down to hell with their weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, though they were the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, and shalt lie with them that are slain with the sword. There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with their might are laid by them that were slain by the sword: they shall lie with the uncircumcised, and with them that go down to the pit. There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, which are gone down with the slain; with their terror they are ashamed of their might; and they lie uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword, and bear their shame with them that go down to the pit.

The burial of Egypt is preceded by that of Assyria and Persia, Meshech and Tubal, Edom and Sidon—all powerful at one time, but not, as they arrogantly assumed, for all time.

There was a king, however, who knew differently. King of one of the most prosperous and powerful kingdoms in history, he said, “Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit” (Psalm 28:1). David, a man after God’s own heart, realized that it was only his dependence upon God that would keep him and his nation from walking in the path that led to the pit of destruction, the pit of hell itself.

The same is true for the kingdoms of each of our lives…

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. Psalm 40:1–4


Not only regarding his nation, but regarding himself, David knew the way out of the pit of despair and discouragement wasn’t power and pride, but patience and prayer.

Ezekiel 32:31, 32
 

Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his multitude, even Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword, saith the Lord GOD. For I have caused my terror in the land of the living: and he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.

This is a sobering prophecy indeed for it told Pharaoh he would end up in hell itself with the other great empires in history that were once thought to be invincible. The sin that brought them down was singular: pride.

How do you know if you’re moving in the arena of pride? The first manifestation is prayerlessness. You won’t pray. You’ll think you can raise your kids, handle your career, and run your life all by yourself. Jesus, however, said, “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Prayerlessness is one key indicator of a life that is lived in pride.

The second manifestation of pride is thanklessness. You’ll resent worship, devotions, and thanking the Lord. If you’re not acknowledging the fact that everything good in your life is yours not by your own effort but by God’s grace (James 1:17), you’re headed for a fall. Thank the Lord constantly and walk in humility—that’s the way to avoid the perilous path of pride.

Chapter 33
 

Whereas the previous section dealt with the judgment of Israel and the nations surrounding her, in chapter 33, we come to the last major division of the book, one that speaks of the coming glory of the kingdom.

Ezekiel 33:1–5
 

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman: If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul.

When the trumpet sounds, if a person doesn’t respond and he gets wiped out, it’s his own fault. If he does respond, however, he’ll save his life.

Ezekiel 33:6, 7 (a)
 

But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand. So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel…

At the outset of this section dealing with the coming glory of the kingdom, we see Ezekiel recommissioned. “Son of man,” the Lord says, “you’re a watchman with the important task of blowing the trumpet and warning the people. If the people don’t listen and they die, it’s their own fault. But if you don’t blow the trumpet and they’re carried away captive, I will require their blood at your hand because you didn’t sound the warning.”

In Acts 20:27, Paul uses this same imagery. “I’m free from the blood of all men because I have not shunned to declare to you the full counsel of God,” he declares. Like Ezekiel and Paul, we are watchmen. We can’t convert anyone—only the Holy Spirit can do that. But we are responsible to blow the trumpet, to share the message we’ve been given about the reality of heaven and hell and the beauty of Jesus Christ.

Ezekiel 33:7 (b)
 

…therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.

Notice that Ezekiel was to hear first and then warn. We are only able to share with others that which we have first received. Of Jesus, Isaiah prophesied, “The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned” (50:4). Jesus was able to give the right word at the right time in the right way because He woke early day by day to receive instruction from His Father. How much more must we.

Ezekiel 33:8–11
 

When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live? Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

“I don’t have any pleasure in seeing you wiped out,” the Lord says. “So turn and live.” Here’s our glorious Father, a mighty Creator, a superior Being in every sense of the word, pleading with puny man.

Ezekiel 33:12–20
 

Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth. When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for it. Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die. None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live. Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their way is not equal. When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby. But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby. Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways.

“Turn and live,” God pleads.

“God’s not fair,” the people respond.

We hear that today. “How can God judge people who haven’t heard the gospel?” the skeptic says. Yet God simply says He will judge every man according to his own ways, that He will be fair.

And that’s exactly what angels say of Him in heaven. “Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Thy judgments” (Revelation 16:7), they proclaim.

I don’t know how God will judge those who haven’t heard about Him. But I do know how He will judge us—according to the knowledge we have. And we have a lot. We’ve heard the gospel. We’ve had opportunity to learn of Jesus Christ, to encounter Him. The only question for us, is what have we done with what we’ve been given?

Ezekiel 33:21
 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The city is smitten.

Tragically, one finally came to Babylon from Jerusalem, saying, “It’s happening. Destruction is taking place.”

Ezekiel 33:22–25
 

Now the hand of the LORD was upon me in the evening, afore he that was escaped came; and had opened my mouth, until he came to me in the morning; and my mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land of Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited the land: but we are many; the land is given us for inheritance. Wherefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Ye eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and shed blood: and shall ye possess the land?

After his final message concerning Jerusalem, Ezekiel was to speak about Jerusalem no more until the city was destroyed (24:27). So when he was told to speak again to Israel, he knew what it meant.

Hearing that Jerusalem had fallen, the people said, “The land was given to Abraham. We’re his descendants. Therefore, the land is ours.” Like buzzards, they wanted to stake out their territory. They weren’t repenting to God. They were reacting in greed.

Ezekiel 33:26–29
 

Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomination, and ye defile every one his neighbour’s wife: and shall ye possess the land? Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely they that are in the wastes shall fall by the sword, and him that is in the open field will I give to the beasts to be devoured, and they that be in the forts and in the caves shall die of the pestilence. For I will lay the land most desolate, and the pomp of her strength shall cease; and the mountains of Israel shall be desolate, that none shall pass through. Then shall they know that I am the LORD, when I have laid the land most desolate because of all their abominations which they have committed.

Ezekiel was to tell those who thought they were entitled to the land that, because of their sin, they were only entitled to destruction.

Ezekiel 33:30–33
 

Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are talking against thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to another, every one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the LORD. And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not. And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.

Suddenly, Ezekiel was in demand. Those who had scorned him previously now flocked to him because his prophecies had come to pass.

As ministers, we are to comfort the afflicted. But we are also to afflict the comfortable. Therefore, if everyone speaks well of you, it can indicate that they’re hearing your words but not heeding your message. That is why the Lord told Ezekiel not to take his newfound popularity very seriously.

If people reject you, that’s okay (Luke 6:26). What you have to watch out for is when everyone speaks well of you because very frequently that means that you’re either not delivering the truth or that people are not responding to it. Beware of the desire to want to be liked. If I really love someone, I will care more about his walk with the Lord than about how he views me.

Chapter 34
 

Chapter 34 is a denunciation of the shepherds of Israel. Primarily, the shepherds refer to Israel’s kings and political leaders. Secondarily, it speaks to any of us who are shepherding people—as pastors, elders, employers, or parents.

Ezekiel 34:1–4
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.

In Acts 20:28, we read that Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” The overseers of Israel were neither feeding nor caring for her but were instead leading her astray.

Ezekiel 34:5, 6
 

And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.

When the sheep scattered, they became prey to wolves. This is not surprising, for whenever a sheep is in isolation, he is vulnerable to annihilation. That’s why we, as sheep, need each other.

Ezekiel 34:7–10
 

Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

Just as God would hold Ezekiel responsible if he didn’t warn the people (33:6, 7), He would hold the leaders of Jerusalem responsible for not caring for them.

Ezekiel 34:11, 12
 

For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.

In contrast to the false and failing shepherds, we see the true and loving Shepherd, Jesus Christ. I love this because we see Jesus going after those who are scattered—not to condemn them but to restore them. Parents, employers, elders, and pastors, this needs to be our heart. We must find those who have wandered off not to come down on them but to encourage, bless, and build them.

In Acts 2:14, we read that, when Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, the eleven other disciples stood with him. Only a few days earlier, Peter had denied Jesus. He was at rock bottom. Yet, recognizing there was an anointing on Peter’s life and that his heart was right with the Lord, the disciples stood behind him.

We must do just that. We must find people others have pushed away or set aside. Jesus Christ, our Shepherd, our Example, gathers those who are scattered not to condemn them but to restore them—and we must do the same.

Ezekiel 34:13–15
 

And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD.

“Come to Me,” the good Shepherd said, “all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30). Most of the time, the majority of Christians feel like they’re not doing enough. Jesus, on the other hand, constantly invites us to lie down in green pastures, to come apart to a desert place, to rest, to enjoy Him.

Ezekiel 34:16–21
 

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment. And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats. Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet? And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad;

Having addressed the shepherds, God now addresses the sheep themselves, saying that He would deal with those who, because of their size and strength—or, in human terms, money and position—took advantage of the weaker of their brothers.

Ezekiel 34:22–24
 

Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle. And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them; I the LORD have spoken it.

David had been off the scene for many years. Therefore, this speaks of the Son of David, Jesus Christ—the good Shepherd who gives His life for His sheep (John 10:11), the great Shepherd who constantly intercedes for us (Hebrews 13:20), the chief Shepherd who is coming back for us (1 Peter 5:4).

Ezekiel 34:25–31
 

And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that served themselves of them. And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid. And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the heathen any more. Thus shall they know that I the LORD their God am with them, and that they, even the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord GOD. And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord GOD.

A promise is given to Israel nationally that applies to us spiritually. These people at this time were idolatrous and rebellious. Yet the Lord says “You’re My people. I love you. I will set up a Shepherd over you who will tend to you properly.”

We’ve already seen Israel regathered. One day, we’ll see them reborn.

Chapter 35
 

In chapter 34, we saw the denunciation of the shepherds. Here in chapter 35, we see the doom of Edom. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau who was a pork-eating, soup-sipping sinner. “Jacob have I loved,” the Lord declared, “but Esau have I hated” because He knew the path Esau would choose would be one of carnality and rebellion (Romans 9:13).

Ezekiel 35:1, 2
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against mount Seir, and prophesy against it,

The Edomites settled in an area south of the Dead Sea.

Ezekiel 35:3–5
 

And say unto it, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O mount Seir, I am against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand against thee, and I will make thee most desolate. I will lay thy cities waste, and thou shalt be desolate, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end:

“Remember, O LORD,” the psalmist cried, “the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation thereof” (Psalm 137:7). Obadiah goes on to say that in the day the people of Jerusalem were carried away captive, the people of Edom rejoiced and joined in the plunder of the city (Obadiah 11–14).

Ezekiel 35:6–9
 

Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: sith thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. Thus will I make mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it him that passeth out and him that returneth. And I will fill his mountains with his slain men: in thy hills, and in thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall they fall that are slain with the sword. I will make thee perpetual desolations, and thy cities shall not return: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

Because the Edomites were a perpetual problem to the people of God, they would be perpetually desolate.

Ezekiel 35:10, 11
 

Because thou hast said, These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will possess it; whereas the LORD was there: Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will even do according to thine anger, and according to thine envy which thou hast used out of thy hatred against them; and I will make myself known among them, when I have judged thee.

The Edomites thought that when Israel and Judah fell, they could claim the land for themselves. What they failed to figure in to the equation, however, was that although God’s people may have been carried away, God was still there.

Ezekiel 35:12–14
 

And thou shalt know that I am the LORD, and that I have heard all thy blasphemies which thou hast spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid desolate, they are given us to consume. Thus with your mouth ye have boasted against me, and have multiplied your words against me: I have heard them. Thus saith the Lord GOD; When the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee desolate.

This speaks of the Millennium. When the whole earth is rejoicing, when the trees of the field are clapping their lands, when the mountains are singing, when the lion is lying down by the lamb, Edom won’t be around to join the celebration.

Ezekiel 35:15
 

As thou didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house of Israel, because it was desolate, so will I do unto thee: thou shalt be desolate, O mount Seir, and all Idumea, even all of it: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Of Israel, the Lord said, “I will bless them that bless thee and curse them that curse thee” (Genesis 12). The Edomites were a curse to the people of Israel. Now they would be cursed themselves.

Chapter 36
 

Chapter 36 is a message of comfort to the land of Israel. It says two things: that Israel would return to her land physically and that she would be revived spiritually. God wouldn’t do this glorious work because they were worthy but because His name was upon them and He wanted the surrounding nations to see how He dealt with His own.

Ezekiel 36:1 (a)

 

Also, thou son of man, prophesy unto the mountains of Israel…

Although the Babylonians had been able to carry the people of Israel away, the mountains were still standing. Just as Ezekiel was to speak to the mountains, throughout Scripture, we see God speaking from the mountains—from Mount Moriah in Genesis 22, from Mount Sinai in Exodus 20, from Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18, and from Mount Hermon in Matthew 17. But nowhere did He speak more clearly than He did when He said, “It is finished,” on Mount Calvary.

Ezekiel 36:1 (b)–9 (a)
 

…and say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD: Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the enemy hath said against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in possession: Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue of the heathen, and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infamy of the people: Therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, and to the cities that are forsaken, which became a prey and derision to the residue of the heathen that are round about; Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Surely in the fire of my jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the heathen, and against all Idumea, which have appointed my land into their possession with the joy of all their heart, with despiteful minds, to cast it out for a prey. Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the shame of the heathen: Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I have lifted up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall bear their shame. But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to come. For, behold, I am for you…

“I am for you,” God declares. Could there have been any music sweeter to the ears of His people than these words? Maybe, like them, you feel you are held captive, far from where you should be because of sin and rebellion. Take heart, dear brother, God is for you, just as He was for His people—and if God be for you, none can stand against you (Romans 8:31).

Ezekiel 36:9 (b)
 

…and I will turn unto you…

Eighteen times in this chapter God says, “I will.” That’s always the way it is. God does the work. All that’s left for His people to do is to respond.

I remember when my daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was about one and a half years old. She came to me with a pink balloon not yet inflated. I blew it up for her until it was about as tall as she was. As I handed it to her, I cautioned her to be careful. With a smile on her face, she grabbed the balloon and toddled off. But she wasn’t gone two minutes before she came back, blowing into a pink piece of plastic hanging from her mouth. The balloon had popped. The warning was not heeded. I see the same thing happen to a lot of us. Something blows up. Something pops. The bubble bursts. And what do we attempt to do? We blow and blow in our own strength. We try to put the marriage back together, raise the child, meet the need ourselves. But we get nowhere. Here, the Lord is saying something wonderful to Israel—and to any of us who are aware of a burst bubble, a popped balloon.

Ezekiel 36:9 (c)–11 (a)
 

…and ye shall be tilled and sown: And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates…

After seventy years of rest while the people of Judah were in Babylon, the land would be especially fruitful.

Ezekiel 36:11 (b)
 

…and will do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

“Most men serve the best wine first, but you have saved the best for last,” the governor of the feast said to the bridegroom at Cana (John 2:10). Isn’t that always the way of the Lord—to take us from glory to even greater glory? (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Ezekiel 36:12–15
 

Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even my people Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them of men. Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they say unto you, Thou land devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy nations; Therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither bereave thy nations any more, saith the Lord GOD. Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the heathen any more, neither shalt thou bear the reproach of the people any more, neither shalt thou cause thy nations to fall any more, saith the Lord GOD.

By the grace of God, when Israel returned to the land, she would no longer bear the reproach of the people.

Ezekiel 36:16–22
 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way was before me as the uncleanness of a removed woman. Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they had polluted it: And I scattered them among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the countries: according to their way and according to their doings I judged them. And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land. But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.

The Lord would return and revive His people not due to any effort on their part. He would do it to remove any doubt in the minds of the people of the surrounding nations that He is the only true God, that He is the One to whom they should turn.

Ezekiel 36:23–28
 

And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

“I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people,” the Lord declared in Jeremiah 31:33. Here, we see Him making the same glorious statement through Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 36:29–32
 

I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the heathen. Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations. Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel.

Even as sin destroyed Jerusalem, so it will destroy our own lives, leaving desolation and waste in its wake. But, just as God promised to cleanse Jerusalem, He has promised to cleanse us from all unrighteousness if we confess our sin, if we acknowledge that we are unclean (1 John 1:9).

Ezekiel 36:33–36
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.

When things looked the worst, the Lord said to His people, “I’m going to regather you from out of the countries in which you’ve been scattered. I’m going to bless your land. The cities that have been wasted are going to be rebuilt. The land that is unproductive shall be tilled again and shall become so prolific that people will compare it to the Garden of Eden.”

Ezekiel 36:37, 38
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

The Lord promises to restore and revive, and yet there is a price—but it’s a joyous one. “I want you to inquire of Me, to ask that I will do it,” He says. “You don’t need to impress Me with your spirituality or motivate Me with your intensity. All I ask is that you come to Me and ask.” Why does God say this? Because He wants us to partner with Him in what He’s doing.

Prayer is the one part we play in this restoration process. Jesus told us to ask, seek, and knock (Matthew 7:7). James declared that we have not simply because we ask not (4:2).

I think of Elisabeth. Week after week, year by year, no doubt she and her husband, Zacharias, prayed for a child. They believed the Lord and claimed the Word in prayer—yet nothing happened. But when Zacharias was an old man, serving in the temple, an angel came to him and told him that his prayer had been heard. And indeed a baby was born to them—one that would grow up to be John the Baptist (Luke 1). But it took time.

“I will rebuild,” the Lord says to us today. “I will revive. I will freely give you all things (Romans 8:32). And all I ask of you is, ‘Will you be like Elisabeth and Zacharias? Will you pray?’ ”

Chapter 37
 

In chapter 37 we see the continuation of the promise to restore and rebuild Israel, illustrated in a most unforgettable way…

Ezekiel 37:1–4
 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.

After prophesying to the mountains in chapter 36, Ezekiel was told to prophesy to dry bones here in chapter 37…

Ezekiel 37:5–8
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.

As Ezekiel prophesied, the bones came together, but there was no breath in them. Although the bones came together, Ezekiel wisely didn’t mistake commotion for regeneration. Even today, the flesh can generate activity, but true revival can’t take place without the Spirit.

Ezekiel 37:9, 10
 

Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

The Hebrew word, ruach, means “wind,” “breath,” or “spirit.” Thus, Ezekiel said, “Come, Spirit.” And, suddenly, the zombie-like creatures stood up and became a great army.

Ezekiel 37:11–14
 

Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD.

Here we see a prophecy concerning what the Lord is going to do with the people of Israel as He brings them back to their land. This happened literally following the days of World War II. You’ve seen the pictures in history books of the open graves where six million Jews were slaughtered in the Holocaust. But out of that, the Lord began to work. The heart of the world became sympathetic toward the Jews and a homeland was carved out of the Middle East. Spiritually, the Jews remain in a “zombie-like” state because the Spirit has not yet moved in Israel the way He one day will.

When will that happen? After the Rapture of the church.

When the church is taken to heaven, the Holy Spirit will begin to move in Israel in a powerful way and the entire nation shall be saved (Romans 11:26). Oh, what a day that will be!

Maybe you think your family or the people around you are dry bones who will never be able to live. But, as He did to Ezekiel, the Lord would say to you, “Prophesy to them.” As often as you can, share a verse with those who seem dead. If you think that seems silly, think of Ezekiel and be glad you don’t have to preach to bones! “My Word shall not return unto Me void,” the Lord declares (Isaiah 55:11). In other words, it will never fail to make an impact.

Ezekiel 37:15–22
 

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions: And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou meanest by these? Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes. And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.

The two sticks in the hand of Ezekiel illustrated the unity of Israel and Judah in the hand of God. Upon their release from captivity, no longer would they be at odds with each other, but would stand together in unity.

“Let them be one, Father, even as We are one,” Jesus would pray (see John 17:22). Unity is so important in God’s economy that Jesus would teach that it is our love for each other that identifies us as His disciples (John 13:35).

Ezekiel 37:23
 

Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God.

Not only would captivity result in unity, but it would put an end to idolatry.

Ezekiel 37:24–26
 

And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.

For these scattered sheep, a shepherd-king was ideal. David was such a king. The Son of David—the Good Shepherd and the King of kings—Jesus Christ, will be the King in the Millennium yet to come.

Ezekiel 37:27, 28
 

My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.

“My tabernacle also shall be with them,” God declares through Ezekiel.

“The Word was made flesh and dwelt—or literally tabernacled—among us,” John declares concerning Jesus (1:14).

The rebuilding and restoring of Israel will climax when God again dwells among His people.

Chapter 38
 

Ezekiel was a prophet who not only witnessed tumultuous times as he saw the Babylonians invade Jerusalem and destroy the holy city, but his prophecies sweep far beyond his own tumultuous period into another period called the Tribulation. Ezekiel 36 and 37 speak of the rebirthing of Israel nationally. Ezekiel 40 through 48 speak of the rebirth spiritually. In between the national and spiritual rebirth of Israel, she will be invaded by Russia.

The invasion of Russia into the Middle East is spoken of in chapters 38 and 39 with uncanny accuracy. We’ll look at the background, the buildup and finally the battle.

Ezekiel 38:1, 2 (a)
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog…

The prophecy begins with a word of warning to Gog and Magog. The word, Gog, simply means “ruler.” Who is the ruler of the land of Magog? In 500 B.C., Greek historian, Herodotus, identified the land of Magog as that of the Scythians, ancestors of the Russians. Roman historian, Flavius Josephus, who lived shortly after the time of Christ, identified Magog as the land we know today as Russia. Throughout the centuries, scholars have identified Magog as Russia, due north of Israel. Even the Encyclopedia Britannica associates Russia with this land.

Ezekiel 38:2 (b)–3
 

…the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:

The prince of Meshech is literally the prince of Rosh, from which we get the word “Russia.” Meshech is the ancient name for Moscow; Tubal the ancient name for Tubalsk, both key cities in the history of Russia.

Ezekiel 38:4 (a)
 

And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws…

“I will put a hook in your jaw and bring you down to Israel,” the Lord declares to Russia. How will He do this? First, through oil. Oil is necessary for any economic power. Second, in the Dead Sea is three trillion dollars’ worth of unextracted potash, a chemical used for fertilizer and the making of weapons—two things Russia needs in great supply. Third, we know the Middle East is the place that will control the power point of the world for it is the gateway to three continents: Africa, Asia, and Europe. In A.D. 300, Alexander the Great declared that whoever controls the Middle East will control the world. Napoleon said virtually the same thing as did Adolf Hitler. Add to the above three reasons, the fact that war is historically a unifying factor for any nation and the hook is complete.

Ezekiel 38:4 (b)
 

…and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords:

After seeing the background of the coming battle, we see the buildup. Our text tells us that Russia will use horses. While this may be a symbolic reference, it could also be literal as we will see in the following verses.

Ezekiel 38:5
 

Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet:

Persia, or Iran, as well as Ethiopia and Libya will march with Russia.

Ezekiel 38:6
 

Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee.

Gomer refers to Eastern Europe, specifically the Germanic peoples. Togarmah refers to modern-day Turkey. Turkey will fall and will march with Russia.

The build-up: Verse 4 says the Russians will use horses. There is only one army in the world today that has a significant cavalry: the Russians. What value would horses be? They would be valuable if there is technology dealing with laser beams that would nullify our sophisticated weapons. It would be significant if the crisis in the Middle East makes oil impossible. It would be significant if the passages in the Middle East, like Petra, are so narrow that a man would only be able to get through on horseback. I don’t know if this means horses will literally be used or if it is a symbolic reference. Either way, it’s intriguing that Russia has a potent cavalry to this day.

Ezekiel 38:7–9
 

Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them. Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee.

Even while talking peace, present-day Russia continues to build arms. It is important to note that no nation in history has ever armed herself without utilizing her weapons at some point. According to Ezekiel’s prophecy, with her allies in tow, Russia will descend upon Israel like a storm.

Ezekiel 38:10, 11
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,

When will Russia come? When walls and defenses are down. In other words, she will come in a time of peace.

Ezekiel 38:12
 

To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land.

What is the spoil Russia will take? Oil.

Ezekiel 38:13, 14
 

Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it?

Sheba is present-day Saudi Arabia and Dedan is the area of north Yemen. Most conservative Bible scholars believe that the merchants of Tarshish refer to the ancient Phoenician settlements of Tarshish which is present-day England. The English have always been players in Middle East affairs. The young lions could be her offspring, or America.

Ezekiel 38:15, 16
 

And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army: And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.

As recently as the Korean War, Russia has utilized her cavalry because they were not able to be detected by UN reconnaissance planes flying over the area. Today, in rough, mountainous terrain, the most reliable carriers of troops is still horses. We are told that, because they are within a thousand miles of Israel’s border, within twelve hours three and one-half million Russian troops could be on the hills of Israel.

Ezekiel 38:17–20
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee against them? And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

When Russia invades Israel, the Lord will shake that region. Geologists say there is increased seismic activity in the region because the tectonic plates located in the mountains of Israel are at a very unstable point.

Ezekiel 38:21
 

And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man’s sword shall be against his brother.

Not only will there be a shaking of the earth, but there will be a shaking of Russia’s allies as civil war breaks out among the participants of the invasion. This is not surprising when you consider the myriad of differences represented in this alliance.

Ezekiel 38:22, 23
 

And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.

In verse 9, we read that Russia, thinking she is invincible will come like a storm upon Israel. To remind her that she’s not, the Lord will unleash a storm upon her.

Chapter 39
 

Ezekiel 39:1–8
 

Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD. So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this is the day whereof I have spoken.

Here we see the greatest upset in military history. When Russia comes down, the earth shakes, civil war takes place within the invading armies, and five-sixths of the invading army will be destroyed on the mountains of Israel.

Ezekiel 39:9–16
 

And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn them with fire seven years: So that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord GOD. And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them a renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the Lord GOD. And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through the land to bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it: after the end of seven months shall they search. And the passengers that pass through the land, when any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. And also the name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus shall they cleanse the land.

It will take seven months to bury the bodies of the Russian army left behind on the mountains of Israel. But only professional men will bury them. If Israel detonates a neutron bomb, this would make sense because radioactive bodies could not be touched. Zechariah 14 says of the same battle that men’s tongues will cleave to the roof of their mouths, that their eyes will melt and run down their cheeks, that their skin will turn black—all indications of heavy radiation.

Ezekiel 39:17–21
 

And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD. And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them.

The “feast” spoken of is not for man, but for birds and beasts. In other words, the carnage of the battle will be so great, the carcasses so numerous that “the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them” (Isaiah 18:6).

Ezekiel 39:22–28
 

So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day and forward. And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity: because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them into the hand of their enemies: so fell they all by the sword. According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions have I done unto them, and hid my face from them. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; After that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations; Then shall they know that I am the LORD their God, which cause them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there.

By God’s incredible victory over Russia and her allies, both Israel and the surrounding nations would know that God’s people went into captivity not because their God was unable to protect them, but rather because they chose to rebel against Him and thereby remove themselves from His protection.

Ezekiel 38:29
 

Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

When will God pour out His Spirit upon the house of Israel? Romans 11:25 says that Israel will be blind until the fullness of the Gentiles has come. Israel is spiritually blind. But when Russia comes down, when God begins to shake the earth, when the troops are defeated, Israel will realize that God is in heaven and that He is watching over her—and she’ll be blind no longer. When is the Spirit of God poured out? When the age of the Gentiles is over—when the church is raptured.

If you’re not saved, realize you might be the very one the Lord is waiting for. You might be the final person to complete His church. So do us a favor and don’t keep us waiting any longer! Accept Jesus today—and we’ll all move on to the glorious age to come.

Chapter 40
 

In chapter 40, we come to the millennial age. Once the Tribulation is over—the seven-year period when the world is judged—the Lord will come back to earth and everything will be made right.

The final eight chapters of the Book of Ezekiel deal primarily with the temple that will be built during the Millennium. We see the description of the temple in chapters 40 through 43, worship in the temple in chapters 44 through 46, and the land around the temple in chapters 47 and 48.

Ezekiel 40:1, 2
 

In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the hand of the LORD was upon me, and brought me thither. In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south.

After Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, Ezekiel found himself caught up once again and placed on a high mountain where he will have a tremendous vision. It doesn’t surprise me that Ezekiel is on a high mountain to receive this vision of the millennial temple because it was on Mount Sinai that Moses received instructions for building the first “temple”—the tabernacle. “Make sure you make all things according to pattern,” the Lord told him (Exodus 25:9). And, as he came down from the mountain, Moses did just that.

The year was approximately 1500 B.C. And the portable temple that moved with them as they moved through the wilderness served God’s people until about 1000 B.C. At that time, feeling it wasn’t right that the Lord should dwell in a tent while he lived in a palace, David decided to build the Lord a glorious temple. But, because he was a warrior, the Lord forbade David to do this, so he gathered the materials and drew the plans but left the actual construction to his son, Solomon. It was this temple that was destroyed by the Babylonians in Ezekiel’s day.

In 516 B.C., a new temple was erected by Zerubbabel upon the Jews’ return to Israel. Approximately five hundred years later, Herod came on the scene in the days preceding Jesus’ birth. Wanting to ingratiate himself to the Jews, Herod remodeled the temple built by Zerubbabel.

Jesus referred to His own body as a temple in John 2:19. Paul spoke of the body of believers corporately as a temple in Ephesians 2:21 as well as our own bodies individually as temples in 1 Corinthians 3:16.

In Revelation 11, we read that when antichrist comes on the scene, he’ll broker a deal whereby the Jews will be able to rebuild their temple in Jerusalem. But the final temple is the one described in our text—the temple the Lord will erect when He comes back.

Ezekiel 40:3
 

And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate.

This “measuring man” appears not only throughout this section, but also in Zechariah 2 and Revelation 21.

Ezekiel 40:4
 

And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee; for to the intent that I might shew them unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel.

The measuring man said to Ezekiel, “Hear with your ears and behold with your eyes and open your heart.” That’s the way the Lord wants us to learn: with ears, eyes, and heart. “I’m going to give you revelation in order that you might declare all you see to the entire nation. Revelation is often directly linked to communication. If you want the Lord to give you more revelation, be faithful to share what you already understand.

Talk to people about what the Lord is showing you, what He’s already taught you, what He’s done for you. Those who are faithful to give out will be given yet more. If you want to know more, share more because if you keep sharing, you’ll keep receiving.

In verses 5–37, we see measurements for the gates, the porch, and the inner and outer courts. Reading about all of these statistics and measurements, we are prone to wonder who would care about them. But the captives in Babylon would have studied them diligently and gladly after hearing that the temple that had been the heart and soul of their nation had been destroyed. They had neglected the temple previously through disobedience and iniquity. But now that they were in Babylon, their heart toward it had changed.

That’s often the way it is. We take the Bible for granted. We take fellowship and Bible studies for granted. We take relationships for granted. And, like the people of Judah, it’s not until they’re lost that we realize our stupidity.

In verse 38, we come to the section wherein a description is given for of the tables used to offer sacrifices…

Ezekiel 40:38–43
 

And the chambers and the entries thereof were by the posts of the gates, where they washed the burnt offering. And in the porch of the gate were two tables on this side, and two tables on that side, to slay thereon the burnt offering and the sin offering and the trespass offering. And at the side without, as one goeth up to the entry of the north gate, were two tables; and on the other side, which was at the porch of the gate, were two tables. Four tables were on this side, and four tables on that side, by the side of the gate; eight tables, whereupon they slew their sacrifices. And the four tables were of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit and an half long, and a cubit and an half broad, and one cubit high: whereupon also they laid the instruments wherewith they slew the burnt offering and the sacrifice. And within were hooks, an hand broad, fastened round about: and upon the tables was the flesh of the offering.

The Old Testament offerings are going to be reinstituted in this millennial temple. “Wait a minute,” you say. “Didn’t Jesus’ death on the Cross nullify the need for animal sacrifices? If they were simply pictures pointing to the Lamb of God, why would they need to be offered again?”

I suggest two reasons sacrifices will be offered in the millennial temple. First, sacrifices in the Millennium will serve as an illustration of the price Jesus paid on the Cross of Calvary for our salvation. Just as people living in Old Testament days looked ahead to the coming of Christ, people in the Millennium will look back at that event.

Sacrifices in the Millennium will serve as an example of the holiness of God. You see, those who survive the Tribulation will be ushered in to the Millennium, but they will still have human bodies. And, because they will live to be a thousand years old, they’ll have lots of kids. The kids who grow up will not have gone through the Tribulation period. So how will they know about sin and the need for salvation if they’re living in the glory of the Millennium—when everything on this planet will be right at last? They will see an illustration of the repercussions of sin as they observe animals being slaughtered for sacrifice. And many will be saved as a result.

Ezekiel 40:44–49
 

And without the inner gate were the chambers of the singers in the inner court, which was at the side of the north gate; and their prospect was toward the south: one at the side of the east gate having the prospect toward the north. And he said unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward the south, is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the house. And the chamber whose prospect is toward the north is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar: these are the sons of Zadok among the sons of Levi, which come near to the LORD to minister unto him. So he measured the court, an hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar that was before the house. And he brought me to the porch of the house, and measured each post of the porch, five cubits on this side, and five cubits on that side: and the breadth of the gate was three cubits on this side, and three cubits on that side. The length of the porch was twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits; and he brought me by the steps whereby they went up to it: and there were pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on that side.

The office of the priest was to stand before the people on behalf of God and to stand before God on behalf of the people. As we will see in chapter 44, however, the sons of Zadok were priests with an even higher calling, for they ministered exclusively to the Lord.

Peter tells us that we are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). Therefore, let us be faithful in ministering to people on behalf of the Lord and in interceding for people in prayer. But, above all, let us be like the sons of Zadok, people who minister not only for the Lord but directly to Him in worship and praise.

Chapter 41
 

Chapters 41 and 42 continue the description of the temple. Notice a few things. First, the omissions. There is no veil in this millennial temple because when Jesus Christ died, the veil was rent as a sign that the way was open to come into His presence. Previously, in Old Testament times, that veil separated the people from moving into the presence of God and experiencing His glory. Only on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, could the high priest go through the veil into the Holy of Holies and there see and experience the visible glory of God. But if he wasn’t completely cleansed, he could die in God’s presence. Only one day a year could one person go in—and then only if he was properly cleansed. But when Jesus died, the veil was rent from top to bottom as a sign that all were welcome. The price was paid. Sins past, present, and future were gone, forgiven. There were no more barriers.

There is also no table of showbread in the millennial temple because Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, will be in Jerusalem as well at that time. There is no golden candlestick because we are told in Ezekiel that His glory will fill the whole world. The whole place will glow, so there will be no need for artificial light. And there is no ark of the covenant. The glory of the Lord that had dwelt over the ark will fill the whole earth, not limited to that little space.

Whatever we are building—whether we’re building families or ministries, relationships, occupations, make it according to pattern. The Lord doesn’t say, “Just do whatever you want.” He gives specific instructions about how things are to be done—very detailed. It’s my job to search the Scriptures regarding any project I undertake, saying, “Lord, I need to know every detail of what You say that it might be done right.” Make all things according to pattern. Don’t cut corners. So these measurements are given very exactingly.

Chapter 42
 

In chapter 42, we see a continuation of the measurements of the millennial temple. I call your attention to verses 13 and 14…

Ezekiel 42:13, 14
 

Then said he unto me, The north chambers and the south chambers, which are before the separate place, they be holy chambers, where the priests that approach unto the LORD shall eat the most holy things: there shall they lay the most holy things, and the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering; for the place is holy. When the priests enter therein, then shall they not go out of the holy place into the utter court, but there they shall lay their garments wherein they minister; for they are holy; and shall put on other garments, and shall approach to those things which are for the people.

Here, we see that the priests were not to wear their holy garments among the people. I believe this speaks of the humility we see no more clearly than in our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself and took upon Himself the form of a Man (Philippians 2).

Man is so prone to judge by the outward appearance that it is tempting to flaunt our spirituality in any way we can. But the true priest understands that the garments we are to wear are not those of religious authority. Rather, we are to put on mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, and longsuffering (Colossians 3:12).

Chapter 43
 

Ezekiel 43:1, 2
 

Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.

In Matthew 24, Jesus told us that even as the sun rises in the east and goes to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. In Revelation 1, we read that His voice is like many waters. Therefore, with the glory of God coming from the east and with a voice like the noise of many waters, this vision speaks of Jesus.

Ezekiel 43:3, 4
 

And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east.

When the Turks controlled Jerusalem, evidently aware of this prophecy, they knew the Jews were expecting their Messiah to enter Jerusalem through the eastern gate. To prevent this, they not only sealed the gate, but they put a graveyard in front. As we will see in chapter 44, however, little did they know that, rather than preventing prophecy, they were fulfilling it.

Ezekiel 43:5
 

So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.

What is the glory of God? The Hebrew word translated “glory” is chabod, which means “heaviness” or “weight.” The glory of God is what you and I truly crave. We think what we want is a nicer car or a bigger house, but Jesus said that whoever drinks of that water will thirst again (John 4:13). In other words, all they will do is whet our appetite for more.

When God’s glory departed from the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve felt naked and ashamed. They understood that they had lost something. So they went to the mall and got the latest fig leaves—and mankind has been scrambling to cover himself ever since.

Ezekiel 43:6–10
 

And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me. And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in their high places. In their setting of their threshold by my thresholds, and their post by my posts, and the wall between me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger. Now let them put away their whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for ever. Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern.

“Let them measure the pattern.” Whether we’re building families or ministries, relationships or occupations, we, too, must “measure the pattern.” That is, the Lord gives specific instructions about how things are to be done. Therefore, wise is the man or woman who searches the Scriptures regarding any project they undertake, saying, “Lord, I don’t want to just get by. I don’t want to cut corners. I want to do what You have me do because Your way has proven to always be best.”

Ezekiel 43:11
 

And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them.

It is as we’re ashamed of our sin and our own efforts that God will show us the next step in the pattern He has for our lives.

Ezekiel 43:12, 13
 

This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the mountain the whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house. And these are the measures of the altar after the cubits: The cubit is a cubit and an hand breadth; even the bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the border thereof by the edge thereof round about shall be a span: and this shall be the higher place of the altar.

Here we see the altar as the cure for the shame spoken of in verse 11. In light of the depth of the riches of the wisdom of God, Paul declares that it is only logical for us to present our bodies as living sacrifices to Him (Romans 11:33; 12:1).

Ezekiel 43:14–19
 

And from the bottom upon the ground even to the lower settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one cubit; and from the lesser settle even to the greater settle shall be four cubits, and the breadth one cubit. So the altar shall be four cubits; and from the altar and upward shall be four horns. And the altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four squares thereof. And the settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in the four squares thereof; and the border about it shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall be a cubit about; and his stairs shall look toward the east. And he said unto me, Son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; These are the ordinances of the altar in the day when they shall make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and to sprinkle blood thereon. And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites that be of the seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to minister unto me, saith the Lord GOD, a young bullock for a sin offering.

Again, in the midst of the measurements for the altar, we see mention of the sons of Zadok, the privileged priests who ministered directly to God.

Ezekiel 43:20–24
 

And thou shalt take of the blood thereof, and put it on the four horns of it, and on the four corners of the settle, and upon the border round about: thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it. Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering, and he shall burn it in the appointed place of the house, without the sanctuary. And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid of the goats without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they did cleanse it with the bullock. When thou hast made an end of cleansing it, thou shalt offer a young bullock without blemish, and a ram out of the flock without blemish. And thou shalt offer them before the LORD, and the priests shall cast salt upon them, and they shall offer them up for a burnt offering unto the LORD.

Just as the sacrifices will be salted, our speech—especially to the unbeliever—must be seasoned with the salt of grace (Colossians 4:5, 6). That is, we must speak not of our own togetherness, of our own spiritual attainments, of our own efforts to please God, but only of His work on our behalf, His faithfulness, His grace.

Ezekiel 43:25–27
 

Seven days shalt thou prepare every day a goat for a sin offering: they shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemish. Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it; and they shall consecrate themselves. And when these days are expired, it shall be, that upon the eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept you, saith the Lord GOD.

After the altar is built according to God’s pattern, after it is cleansed according to God’s specification, after burnt offerings and peace offerings are made according to God’s instruction, the Lord will accept the worship of His people. On the other hand, if we present ourselves as sacrifices to Him, even though we are flawed and frail, even though we miss His specifications by a mile, we are, by His miraculous grace, acceptable to Him (Romans 12:1).

Chapter 44
 

Ezekiel 44:1–3
 

Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.

In the year 1517, when the Turks sealed the eastern gate to prevent fulfillment of the prophecy that Messiah would enter through it (Ezekiel 43:5), they unknowingly fulfilled the prophecy seen here in chapter 44 that it would remain shut until the coming of the Prince of Peace. Centuries later, in the 1967 war, Arab tanks were pointed toward the eastern gate. But for reasons still unknown, the order to fire was never given. The Jews recaptured the city and the east gate remains sealed to this day.

Ezekiel 44:4–8
 

Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face. And the LORD said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD, and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary. And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O ye house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your abominations, In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant because of all your abominations. And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves.

Seeing the glory of the Lord, Ezekiel falls on his face yet again (1:28; 3:23; 9:8; 11:13). Twenty years earlier, Ezekiel saw a vision of the destruction of Jerusalem. Here, twenty years later, he’s caught up in a vision to Jerusalem again. This time, however, he’s not gloomily prophesying the destruction of the city but joyfully proclaiming the construction of the temple.

Ezekiel 44:9
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel.

Spiritually, Scripture speaks of three parts that need to be circumcised: our hearts, our tongues, and our ears. They all need to be dealt with by the sword of the Word as it cuts away the tendency of the flesh to make us insensitive to the things of the Lord.

In the days of the early church, there were those who told new believers that, if they really wanted to be spiritual, they needed to be physically circumcised. Paul, however, said, “We are the circumcision of God who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in our flesh” (Philippians 3:3). Who are the “true circumcision,” the ones who are truly spiritual? Not those who go through some outward demonstration, but those who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and don’t put any stock in their own abilities.

Ezekiel 44:10–12
 

And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray away from me after their idols; they shall even bear their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and ministering to the house: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister unto them. Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I lifted up mine hand against them, saith the Lord GOD, and they shall bear their iniquity.

This passage used to confuse me greatly because it says that the Levites who followed Israel into idolatry would bear their iniquity by ministering to the people. I wondered how offering sacrifices on behalf of people could be punishment. It seemed like a privilege. But My confusion cleared in verse 15…

Ezekiel 44:13–16
 

And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge.

Here, the Lord says that standing before the people is punishment compared to the true ministry of standing before Him. This means our ministry to the Lord is much more important than our ministry for His people. How do we minister to the Lord? The Book of Hebrews says, “By Him, therefore, let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.” The most important ministry is not busily serving in the kitchen as Martha did, but sitting at His feet, adoring Him as Mary did (Luke 10:42).

Worship not only brings pleasure to God, but it makes us aware of God. Haven’t you found that, when you’re really caught up in worship, you’re aware of the Lord’s presence in a unique way? This is because, as David tells us, He inhabits the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3). “The Father is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth,” Jesus declared (John 4:23). The Father zeros in on worshipers. Therefore, ministry to the Lord is always a priority over ministry for Him.

It was after the believers in the Upper Room prayed and worshiped with intensity that Peter preached the sermon in which 3,000 were saved (Acts 2:41). In Acts 13, we read that it was as Paul and Barnabas ministered to the Lord that they were called to minister for Him. Worship the Lord and minister to Him personally—and from that, you’ll be able to minister corporately.

Ezekiel 44:17, 18
 

And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat.

Perspiration is often indicative of a lack of inspiration, for Jesus said His yoke is easy, His burden light (Matthew 11:30).

For topical study of Ezekiel 44:17, 18, see “No Sweat!.” 

Ezekiel 44:19
 

And when they go forth into the utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they shall put off their garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments; and they shall not sanctify the people with their garments.

Keep in mind that all these regulations for the millennial priests have application to us for Peter tells us we are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). When the priests were going out among the people, they were to take off their holy garments and not wear them among the people. This speaks of humility. Somehow there is perversion in our personality that wants people to think we’re more spiritual than we really are. So we’ll wear our holy garments and say, “As I was praying for you today at three in the morning…” to let people know how spiritual we are. The injunction here is important. Don’t parade around in your holy garments, trying to impress people with where you’ve been.

Ezekiel 44:20
 

Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long; they shall only poll their heads.

The priests were to neither have shaved heads nor long hair. The idea here is one of moderation. Sometimes people like to impress people with how radical they look. They like to take pride in how different they are from other believers. Be careful. “Let your moderation be known unto all men,” Paul wrote to the Philippians (4:5). This is more than a dress code. It’s a principle for life.

Ezekiel 44:21
 

Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court.

When you’re truly seeking the Lord in the inner court, wine just doesn’t have a place.

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. Proverbs 31:4, 5


If you want to be a leader, a minister, an effective servant in the kingdom, you can’t afford to be “buzzed” on alcohol or high on drugs lest your ability to remember and apply the Word is decreased. That is why, even in the New Testament age of grace, Paul said that elders are not to be given to wine (Titus 1:7).

Ezekiel 44:22
 

Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: but they shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.

In marriage, there was to be purity. Again, the same holds true for us because Peter says that if husbands aren’t loving their wives, even their prayers will be hindered (1 Peter 3:7).

Ezekiel 44:23
 

And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.

The calling of priests, leaders, and servants is to teach the difference between right and wrong and to help people discern between the two. In other words, they are not necessarily to teach people what to think but to teach them how to think.

Ezekiel 44:24
 

And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths.

When controversy arises, true ministers always minister according to the Word. When you give counsel or get counsel, make sure it’s biblical. We don’t need peoples’ advice. We need to know what the Word says.

Ezekiel 44:25–27
 

And they shall come at no dead person to defile themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves. And after he is cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days. And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith the Lord GOD.

Priests, servants, ministers, leaders—that’s all of us—are not to hang out with people who are spiritually dead unless it’s to reach out to them to bring them into the family of faith.

Ezekiel 44:28
 

And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their inheritance: and ye shall give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession.

Of the priests, the Lord says, “I am their inheritance.” To Abraham, He said, “I am your shield and thy exceeding great reward” (Genesis 15:1). So too, if you give yourself to the service of the Lord, He will become so real to you that your reward will not be something He gives to you, but who He Himself is for you.

Ezekiel 44:29–31
 

They shall eat the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering; and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs. And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the priest’s: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in thine house. The priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast.

The priests were to live off the sacrifices offered to the Lord. And, because only healthy animals were to be offered as sacrifices, the priests wouldn’t be reduced to subsisting on leftovers or castoffs. This remains a good word for both pastors and parishioners to consider today.

 
 

NO SWEAT!

A Topical Study of


EZEKIEL 44:17, 18


As believers, each of us is part of a royal priesthood, sharing with people the good news of God’s love and forgiveness, His grace and mercy (1 Peter 2:9). Therefore, here in chapter 44, I want us to note specifically that the priests were told by the Lord that, as they ministered, they were to wear nothing that caused them to sweat. I believe an understanding of what this means affects our walk, our worship, and our work in a radical, impacting way.

Our Walk with the Lord


There is something inside of man that makes us think it is supposed to be difficult to walk with the Lord. Virtually all religions of the world are based upon this premise—that one must exert a lot of energy and expend a lot of effort if he is going to establish a relationship with God. He must follow the eight steps to Nirvana, the six pillars of faith, or even the Ten Commandments. Every religion in the world and throughout history has been based upon the supposition that man must consistently work, struggle, strive, and do something difficult if he truly desires to establish a relationship with God.

When asked what men must do to do the works of God, Jesus said, “This is the work of God—it’s one thing—that you believe on Him whom the Father hath sent” (see John 6:28, 29). In other words, it’s not the works of man but the singular work of God that matters.

Understanding this takes the sweat, the strain, the pressure off me. And that is exactly what Jesus is after.

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Matthew 11:28–30


“You neither have to sweat to come into My presence nor strain to stay there,” Jesus declares. “I’m meek. I’m lowly. I’m approachable and available, compassionate and sympathetic.”

Why is it that, at the moment of salvation, we embrace the fact that Jesus paid the price for our sin—but once we are saved, we fall into the subtle trap of feeling that although we were saved by grace, we must prove to God how serious we are in order to retain our salvation? We get up at five in the morning and pray for three hours, thinking that we’ll impress God. We give eighty percent of our income, witness to seven people every day, read fourteen chapters and memorize ten verses every night—all because we mistakenly think we must do something to maintain our walk with the Lord.

The Lord, however, sees all of our efforts as wool—which He expressly forbids His priests to wear.

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
Colossians 2:6


How did you receive Jesus? When you were broken, when you could do nothing, when you realized He did it all, you said, “Lord, I’m not making it. You’ve got to do it.” Immediately, you felt His embrace, experienced His touch, and you were born again. Even as you received Him, walk in Him. Keep going with that same simplicity. Say, “Lord, I’m coming to You today about this electric bill or this problem at work not because I’ve been so devoted and committed but because You are gracious and I am weary, because you are loving and I am needy, because You have finished the work and I’m in need of Your blessing.”

Am I saying you don’t have to have devotions anymore? Yes—because once you realize how gracious and glorious the Lord is, you will want to meet with Him in the morning, the afternoon, the evening. Your entire relationship will change from one of responsibility to one of response as you say, “Lord, You’re so good, I can’t wait to talk with You.” The sweat stops and your walk takes on a whole new vitality.

Our Worship of the Lord


Once I realize that my walk is based upon what Jesus did on Calvary rather than what I do to try to prove my spirituality, I become a worshiper. People who are sweating aren’t singing. People who are working aren’t worshiping. They’re too busy struggling and straining. But those who realize the work is complete, that the Lord is their salvation, that there’s nothing more they can do to earn His blessing or merit His favor, find themselves worshiping. Those who realize that it’s nothing we’ve done, are doing, or can do that will bring God’s blessings, find themselves lifting their hands, bowing their knees, and opening their hearts to their gracious, wonderful, kind, and glorious Father.

Yet even worship can begin to be covered in wool.

For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven:… That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.
Deuteronomy 11:10–14


“I’m taking you into a new land,” God said to His people. “It will be prolific and productive not because you’ll bring water up from the Nile by pumping on treadmills as you did in Egypt, but because I will water it with the first and latter rains.”

When we come into the inner court to worship the Lord, we don’t have to “pump up” our emotions. We can allow ourselves to rest in His presence. In other words, sitting silently before the Lord is every bit as acceptable as standing boldly before Him. If you are emotional by nature, express that to the Lord. If you tend to be more contemplative and quiet, you, too, can be who you are in Him. Whatever you do, just don’t put on wool when you come into His presence.

Our Work for the Lord


Too many pastors are held hostage by committees, organizational flow charts, and programs. We’re here to meet with the Lord, not get involved in programs. Therefore, we must not put on wool and start organizing. The Lord Himself will inspire people to do what He would have them do. Our job as a church is simply to support them in prayer and financially when necessary. It’s glorious to watch the Lord stir peoples’ hearts.

Whenever I am straining, whenever I am tired and frustrated, I know I’m not moving in the things God has called me to do because He says His burden is easy and His load is light. Don’t wear wool, gang. Everything you do should be supernaturally natural and restful. The work of the Lord is so enjoyable if you’re doing what you were uniquely created to do. If you love to play football, get some guys together and play football to the glory of God. If you love working on cars, you could help those in the body who don’t know the difference between a radio and a radiator. If you love to coach, coach a YMCA team and tell the kids about Jesus.

You’re ministers wherever you go. Just make sure that what you do is linen, not wool.




 

Chapter 45
 

In chapter 44, the priests were told how to live. Here, in chapter 45, they’re told where to live…

Ezekiel 45:1
 

Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot the land for inheritance, ye shall offer an oblation unto the LORD, an holy portion of the land: the length shall be the length of five and twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth shall be ten thousand. This shall be holy in all the borders thereof round about.

When they came back into the land historically, as well as when the kingdom age is ushered in prophetically, a section of land was to be set aside as holy territory. As to its size, Bible scholars are mostly divided into two camps. Some say it was a square eight and one-third miles by eight and one-third miles. Others consider it to be sixty miles by sixty miles.

Ezekiel 45:2–7
 

Of this there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in length, with five hundred in breadth, square round about; and fifty cubits round about for the suburbs thereof. And of this measure shalt thou measure the length of five and twenty thousand, and the breadth of ten thousand: and in it shall be the sanctuary and the most holy place. The holy portion of the land shall be for the priests the ministers of the sanctuary, which shall come near to minister unto the LORD: and it shall be a place for their houses, and an holy place for the sanctuary. And the five and twenty thousand of length, and the ten thousand of breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers of the house, have for themselves, for a possession for twenty chambers. And ye shall appoint the possession of the city five thousand broad, and five and twenty thousand long, over against the oblation of the holy portion: it shall be for the whole house of Israel. And a portion shall be for the prince on the one side and on the other side of the oblation of the holy portion, and of the possession of the city, before the oblation of the holy portion, and before the possession of the city, from the west side westward, and from the east side eastward: and the length shall be over against one of the portions, from the west border unto the east border.

In the middle of the kingdom, we see a square of land, divided into three sections. In the middle section sits the temple itself. Living around the temple are the priests because those who serve the Lord will always be closest to Him. That’s why serving is so important. Whether you’re working in the church nursery or witnessing to a neighbor, if you are serving the Lord, you will find yourself experiencing more of Him.

One-third of this dedicated land was where the Levites lived. The final third contained the city of Jerusalem itself.

On either side of the square, the land continues on, going east to the Jordan and west to the Mediterranean Sea. We see the two strips of land running from Jerusalem to the Jordan and the Mediterranean given specifically and exclusively to the Prince—the Lord Jesus Himself.

Ezekiel 45:8
 

In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes shall no more oppress my people; and the rest of the land shall they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes.

Along with the Prince, there will be other princes ruling and reigning for Him and with Him. Of them, God will demand absolute honesty.

Ezekiel 45:9, 10
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Let it suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the Lord GOD. Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath.

These units of measurement speak of justice. That is, unlike what happens in the world today, everything the princes do will be done with equity.

Ezekiel 45:11–17
 

The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure, that the bath may contain the tenth part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth part of an homer: the measure thereof shall be after the homer. And the shekel shall be twenty gerahs: twenty shekels, five and twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your maneh. This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah of an homer of barley: Concerning the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which is an homer of ten baths; for ten baths are an homer: And one lamb out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat pastures of Israel; for a meat offering, and for a burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make reconciliation for them, saith the Lord GOD. All the people of the land shall give this oblation for the prince in Israel. And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to make reconciliation for the house of Israel.

Here, we see the Prince Himself offering sacrifices. Why would Jesus have to do this? After all, He never sinned and, therefore, has no need to offer sacrifice to atone for sin. I suggest He does this for the same reason He was baptized—for identification. Jesus identified with us in baptism even as we identify with Him in baptism. So, I suggest He offers sacrifices with the people in order that He might be at one with them and be an example for them.

I love Jesus Christ for so many reasons—not the least of which is that He is the ultimate, perfect example. He never asks us to do anything that He Himself has not done or gone through. The Bible says He was tempted in all points as we are (Hebrews 4:15). Therefore, no matter what you’re struggling with, what disappointment is before you, or what hurt is inside of you, Jesus can relate to you.

Ezekiel 45:18–25
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the first month, in the first day of the month, thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary: And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and put it upon the posts of the house, and upon the four corners of the settle of the altar, and upon the posts of the gate of the inner court. And so thou shalt do the seventh day of the month for every one that erreth, and for him that is simple: so shall ye reconcile the house. In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offering. And seven days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt offering to the LORD, seven bullocks and seven rams without blemish daily the seven days; and a kid of the goats daily for a sin offering. And he shall prepare a meat offering of an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil for an ephah. In the seventh month, in the fifteenth day of the month, shall he do the like in the feast of the seven days, according to the sin offering, according to the burnt offering, and according to the meat offering, and according to the oil.

There were three major feasts all of Israel observed. Passover was in April. Fifty days later came Pentecost. In October, there was the Feast of Tabernacles. Here, the people, led by the Prince, will partake in the Feasts of Passover and Tabernacles—but not Pentecost. Why is Pentecost omitted from these kingdom celebrations?

I suggest it is because the Feasts of Passover and Tabernacles were feasts of commemoration while Pentecost was a feast of anticipation. You see, Passover commemorated God’s deliverance of His people from the plague of the death of the firstborn in Egypt. It was fulfilled in Jesus, the Passover Lamb. The Feast of Tabernacles commemorated God’s protection of His people as they dwelt in tents in their wilderness wanderings. It was also fulfilled in Jesus, who dwelt, or literally, “tabernacled” among them (John 1:14).

Pentecost, or the Feast of Firstfuits, however, was one of anticipation—looking forward to God’s provision in the harvest yet to come. Later, it was on Pentecost that the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the one hundred twenty believers in the Upper Room (Acts 2). The Spirit, the “earnest,” or down-payment of our inheritance (Ephesians 1:13, 14), also looks ahead to the day when, seeing Jesus, we will be like Him (1 John 3:2). Therefore, while the feasts of commemoration will always remind God’s people of His faithfulness, the feast of anticipation will be eclipsed by His glorious presence among them in the Millennium.

Chapter 46
 

Chapter 46 speaks of the Prince coming and offering worship.

Ezekiel 46:1
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; The gate of the inner court that looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new moon it shall be opened.

The eastern gate that is presently sealed shut will be opened and reserved for the Prince to use. It will be shut six working days but on the Sabbath it will be opened. I personally believe there is a correlation between the gate being shut six days before being opened on the seventh and this world being outside of the direct rule and reign of Christ.

You see, many conservative Bible scholars believe that the world began in its recreated state (Genesis 1:2), in the year 4000 B.C. If this be so, it means we are presently in the six-thousandth year, the sixth Millennium. Six is the number of man. The age of man, it seems to many, will be completed at the end of the sixth Millennium. That brings us to the seven-thousand-year period. Seven is the number of perfection. That is why in the seventh Millennium, there will be peace, prosperity, and righteousness as Jesus reigns from Jerusalem. At the end of that time period, we’re told this earth will be destroyed because it’s been defiled by sin. Just as eight in Scripture is the number of new beginnings, God will create a new heaven and a new earth in the eighth Millennium.

Ezekiel 46:2–7
 

And the prince shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate without, and shall stand by the post of the gate, and the priests shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the gate: then he shall go forth; but the gate shall not be shut until the evening. Likewise the people of the land shall worship at the door of this gate before the LORD in the sabbaths and in the new moons. And the burnt offering that the prince shall offer unto the LORD in the sabbath day shall be six lambs without blemish, and a ram without blemish. And the meat offering shall be an ephah for a ram, and the meat offering for the lambs as he shall be able to give, and an hin of oil to an ephah. And in the day of the new moon it shall be a young bullock without blemish, and six lambs, and a ram: they shall be without blemish. And he shall prepare a meat offering, an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs according as his hand shall attain unto, and an hin of oil to an ephah.

There are those who say this couldn’t be speaking of Jesus because, since He never sinned, He had no need to offer sacrifices. But I suggest three reasons why Jesus would indeed offer sacrifice…

First, He does so as an example for the people. Jesus Christ, our Lord, never asks us to do anything He Himself has not done. He went to the synagogue even though He knew more than any of the rabbis. He went to the temple even though His knowledge confounded the scribes. He went to Jerusalem for the feasts when His life was in jeopardy. Jesus is not merely a guru telling people how they should live as He’s chauffeured around in a limousine. He will never ask you to do anything He Himself has not done. Therefore, in the kingdom age, as sacrifices are made, He makes them, as well.

Second, I believe He did this not only as an example for the people, but that he might become one with the people.

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. Hebrews 2:9–12


When we sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,” Jesus isn’t looking down on us, saying, “Isn’t that nice?” According to this passage, He’s in our midst, singing right beside us. He’s honoring His Father right along with us. If we understood this, I believe it would radically change how we approach worship. I think our mouths would be opened a little wider, our hands lifted a bit higher, our hearts a little warmer, our voices a little louder if we realized Jesus was truly with us.

Third, Jesus offers sacrifice as a reminder to the people. When we see the Good Shepherd sacrificing the lambs He created, I believe it will blow us away. Here is One who is so gentle and pure slaughtering lambs and bulls. Why? As a reminder to us of the seriousness of sin. I don’t think it’s too far to conjecture that when these sacrifices are made, perhaps a tear will roll down the cheeks of the Lord who loves the very animals He sacrifices.

Sin always causes pain. There is always blood shed. There is always life lost. There is always suffering and sadness. It’s inevitable. Sin isn’t bad because God forbids it. Rather, God forbids it because it’s bad. “Be ye perfect and sin not,” is not the stern command of a cruel God but the loving injunction of a tender Father who knows the destruction and despair that sin invariably leaves in its wake.

Infinitely more important than the sacrifices He offers is the Sacrifice Jesus Himself became when He paid the price for our sin on the Cross of Calvary. Therefore, even in the Millennium, the sacrifices offered will speak of Him.

Ezekiel 46:8–10
 

And when the prince shall enter, he shall go in by the way of the porch of that gate, and he shall go forth by the way thereof. But when the people of the land shall come before the LORD in the solemn feasts, he that entereth in by the way of the north gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and he that entereth by the way of the south gate shall go forth by the way of the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the gate whereby he came in, but shall go forth over against it. And the prince in the midst of them, when they go in, shall go in; and when they go forth, shall go forth.

The people are either going to go in the north gate and out the south, or in the south gate and out the north. What is the reason for this? Some might say it’s for traffic flow—to keep the people moving. Perhaps part of that is true. But I believe it’s also a statement that whenever we come in to the place of worship, we never leave the same way. We’re always affected, always changed. Whenever we congregate in the name of the Lord, whenever we assemble to give praise to Him, whenever we desire to learn more of Him, we come in one way but go out yet another. We’re changed.

That is why the author of the Book of Hebrews said, “Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together as is the manner of some” (Hebrews 10:25). Join us—and you’ll find yourself leaving a different way than you came in. The Prince, however, comes in the east gate and leaves through the same gate (verse 8) because He has no need to change. He is altogether lovely (Song of Solomon 5:16). He is the essence of perfection—the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).

Ezekiel 46:11–18
 

And in the feasts and in the solemnities the meat offering shall be an ephah to a bullock, and ephah to a ram, and to the lambs as he is able to give, and an hin of oil to an ephah. Now when the prince shall prepare a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings voluntarily unto the LORD, one shall then open him the gate that looketh toward the east, and he shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace offerings, as he did on the sabbath day: then he shall go forth; and after his going forth one shall shut the gate. Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto the LORD of a lamb of the first year without blemish: thou shalt prepare it every morning. And thou shalt prepare a meat offering for it every morning, the sixth part of an ephah, and the third part of an hin of oil, to temper with the fine flour; a meat offering continually by a perpetual ordinance unto the LORD. Thus shall they prepare the lamb, and the meat offering, and the oil, every morning for a continual burnt offering. Thus saith the Lord GOD; If the prince give a gift unto any of his sons, the inheritance thereof shall be his sons’; it shall be their possession by inheritance. But if he give a gift of his inheritance to one of his servants, then it shall be his to the year of liberty; after it shall return to the prince: but his inheritance shall be his sons’ for them. Moreover the prince shall not take of the people’s inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of their possession; but he shall give his sons inheritance out of his own possession: that my people be not scattered every man from his possession.

When the Prince is on the scene, He’s not going to bully the people. He will not take by force that which people possess. Rather, He will give from His own possessions.

Ezekiel 46:19–24
 

After he brought me through the entry, which was at the side of the gate, into the holy chambers of the priests, which looked toward the north: and, behold, there was a place on the two sides westward. Then said he unto me, This is the place where the priests shall boil the trespass offering and the sin offering, where they shall bake the meat offering; that they bear them not out into the utter court, to sanctify the people. Then he brought me forth into the utter court, and caused me to pass by the four corners of the court; and, behold, in every corner of the court there was a court. In the four corners of the court there were courts joined of forty cubits long and thirty broad: these four corners were of one measure. And there was a row of building round about in them, round about them four, and it was made with boiling places under the rows round about. Then said he unto me, These are the places of them that boil, where the ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifice of the people.

The meat of the sin offering was to be eaten only by the priests. The meat of the peace offering was made available to the people as well as to the priests. What a gracious God is ours—who is able to work all for good, who blesses His people even through sacrifice.

Chapter 47
 

Jerusalem has just been wiped out. The Babylonians have wasted the city and destroyed the temple. The people are grieving and mourning, oppressed and discouraged. Prophetically, the Lord shows Ezekiel a better day that’s coming. That day is when Jesus comes back and establishes His kingdom on earth. For a thousand years, there will be peace on this planet. When Jesus comes back, Zechariah 14 tells us He’s going to set His foot on the Mount of Olives and it will split in half. At that moment, the topography of the region will go through a radical transformation. A new river will flow that will have a radical effect on that entire desert region…

Ezekiel 47:1 (a)
 

Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house…

This speaks of the millennial temple.

Ezekiel 47:1 (b)
 

…and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house…

Here we see a miraculous river that flows from Jerusalem out to the wilderness. It begins as a trickle and, without any tributaries flowing into it, increases as it flows. It begins in the sanctuary, which speaks of devotion to God.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled,” Jesus declared (Matthew 5:6).

Who is filled? Those who thirst for more of God.

If you’re satisfied with where you’re at, you’ll never receive more. It’s when you say, “I’m tired of the death, the dryness, the impotency, the inability within me. I want more of the Lord. I need more of the Lord,” that the river begins to flow.

Ezekiel 47:1 (c)
 

…at the south side of the altar.

The altar speaks of death to self. In Acts 4, Peter and John had just been beaten up. What did the believers do? They prayed that the Holy Spirit might be given in order that God’s servants could preach with even greater boldness. The Holy Spirit isn’t given for those who simply want to feel good about themselves or to feel a little happier. No, it’s for those who say, “Lord, You’ve done so much for me. No matter what it costs, no matter what it means, my life is Yours.”

Ezekiel 47:2–5
 

Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side. And when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the waters were to the ancles. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters were to the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over.

The river begins in the temple and ends up in the wilderness. But in between the temple and the wilderness, the “measuring man” took Ezekiel by the hand and said, “Let’s go for a walk along this bank.” They walked about a quarter of a mile and the man with the reed told Ezekiel to go in. Ezekiel did so and the water came up to his feet. They walked another quarter mile and the man said, “Go in again.” This time the river was up to Ezekiel’s knees. They walked yet another quarter mile and the water was up to his loins. They walked another quarter mile and the water was over his head.

Ezekiel 47:6
 

And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river.

“Have you seen this?” The Lord asks us the same question because that’s the order of what happens in our walk. We’re walking with Jesus and we get our feet wet up to our ankles.

“This is great,” we say. “I’m on solid ground. I’m standing in the Lord. I’m born again. My sins are forgiven. I’m on my way to heaven!”

Then the Lord says, “Let’s go a little deeper.” So He takes us down river a thousand cubits and says, “Go in again.” This time, we go up to our knees.

“I want you to learn what it means to pray—not only to stand, but now to pray because you’re aware of the challenges and problems and struggles of life.”

Then the Lord says, “We’re going deeper still.” So we walk in up to our loins—the place of reproduction. As we grow in the knowledge of God, as we stay in His Word, as we learn how to pray, we’re going to reproduce spiritually. If a congregation is healthy, it will naturally grow because healthy sheep naturally reproduce. It’s inevitable.

Then the Lord says, “There’s one more stop. This time you’re going over your head in water so deep you can swim in it. You can be refreshed by it, but you can no longer control it. You’re over your head.” Praying in the Spirit, dying to self, worshiping with consistency, walking in power—have you seen this?

Where are you? Are you up to your ankles? Have you just begun your walk with Jesus? If you have, that’s great—but move on. Get on your knees. Learn how to intercede, to pray and to be faithful in your devotional life. Are you a prayer warrior? Great, then start reproducing. Start witnessing and sharing. But if you’re still desiring more, take the plunge today. Step in deeper still to the place where you want to be used by the Lord no matter the price.

Where are you now? Where do you desire to be? The Lord will take you as far down the river as you want to go.

Ezekiel 47:7–12
 

Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other. Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river cometh. And it shall come to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many. But the miry places thereof and the marishes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt. And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

This river begins to flow toward the Dead Sea—a sea in which nothing grows today. Not one living creature is found there because it is so salty. But in that day, with this new river flowing, there will be trees on either side that are fruitful. As the water goes into the Dead Sea, the Sea itself will be healed. There will be a multitude of fish and fowl because everywhere this river touches, there will be healing and life and fruitfulness.

The areas and marshes where the river doesn’t go, however, will remain dead. What is this river? It is that which Jesus spoke of in John 7 when He said, “If any man thirst, let Him come unto Me and drink. And out of His innermost being shall gush forth torrents of living water.” Then John says, “This spake He of the Holy Ghost”—the river that brings healing, fruitfulness, and life.

After He died and was resurrected, right before He ascended into heaven, Jesus said to His disciples, “You shall receive power when the Holy Ghost comes upon you” (Acts 1:8). The word translated “upon” in Greek means “overflowing from.”

“Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,” Jesus told His disciples, “until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). In other words, “Don’t try and go out and win the world in your own energy. Wait until the Holy Spirit is overflowing from you—for that is when you will see the river of life bringing healing and fruitfulness and making the desert places of peoples’ lives productive and prolific.”

Ezekiel 47:13–23
 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; This shall be the border, whereby ye shall inherit the land according to the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph shall have two portions. And ye shall inherit it, one as well as another: concerning the which I lifted up mine hand to give it unto your fathers: and this land shall fall unto you for inheritance. And this shall be the border of the land toward the north side, from the great sea, the way of Hethlon, as men go to Zedad; Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazar-hatticon, which is by the coast of Hauran. And the border from the sea shall be Hazar-enan, the border of Damascus, and the north northward, and the border of Hamath. And this is the north side. And the east side ye shall measure from Hauran, and from Damascus, and from Gilead, and from the land of Israel by Jordan, from the border unto the east sea. And this is the east side. And the south side southward, from Tamar even to the waters of strife in Kadesh, the river to the great sea. And this is the south side southward. The west side also shall be the great sea from the border, till a man come over against Hamath. This is the west side. So shall ye divide this land unto you according to the tribes of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that sojourn among you, which shall beget children among you: and they shall be unto you as born in the country among the children of Israel; they shall have inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that in what tribe the stranger sojourneth, there shall ye give him his inheritance, saith the Lord GOD.

The land is to be divided. Each tribe would receive a certain section. These sections form rectangles. If you’re a student of the Bible and have tried to follow the location of the twelve tribes in the Old Testament, it’s hard to do because the boundaries are very obscure at best. In the kingdom, when Israel is redivided by tribes, each of the tribes receives equal territory, all nice rectangles.

The stranger in any of these tribes is to be given his inheritance. This real estate that few would choose God gave to the Jews. Now He’s giving a word to them in kingdom context. That is, “Treat the strangers right.”

Chapter 48
 

In chapter 48, we see each tribe’s allotment in the land. Who would care about these dimensions, measurements, and specifics? we wonder. Who cares about where Dan, Asher, and Naphtali were to settle? Who cares about the boundaries of their land or the size of the suburbs?

I suggest the answer lies in the last verse…

Ezekiel 48:35
 

It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there.

The people to whom Ezekiel prophesied were captives in a foreign land. They had heard reports that their country had been obliterated, that the temple had been destroyed. But suddenly they hear a message from God, telling them not only that the temple would be rebuilt, that the Levites would be in place, that the priests would be in attendance, that all twelve tribes would be reunited and given a portion of the land—but, above all, that the city would be named Jehovah-Shammah, or “the Lord is there.”

Maybe, like the Jews in Ezekiel’s day, you feel displaced or forgotten, out of touch and out of hope. If you don’t know the Lord, leave the captivity of sin behind and turn to Him, for He is as near as your confession of faith in Him (Romans 10:8–10).

And if you do know Him, take heart, for all Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for instruction in righteousness—including Ezekiel 48 (2 Timothy 3:16). Through this otherwise-obscure passage, the Lord would say to you, “Fear not. I haven’t left you nor forsaken you. In fact, I have something planned and all measured out for you. The kingdom is right around the corner—and the best part about it is that I will be there.”




DANIEL
 

Background to Daniel
 

Daniel was both a saint and a seer. Because he was a saint, his book is extremely practical. As we study his life and those of his friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, we see commitment, conviction, and courage in standing up against the world system and standing for the Lord. This book is an inspirational example to us and has tremendous lessons for us about how we are to walk in the world in which we live.

But because Daniel was also a seer, the book is very prophetic. In fact, it is perhaps the most prophetic book in the entire Bible for the Book of Daniel is the key that unlocks the Book of Revelation. Without understanding Daniel, the Book of Revelation would be an enigma and a mystery.

Because much of Daniel’s prophecies have already been fulfilled, his book confounds the critics. Around the year A.D. 300, a theory was introduced that the reason Daniel was so accurate was because, although he declares he wrote his book in 600 B.C., it wasn’t actually written until A.D. 50. In other words, it’s a fake. This heresy is often repeated by “higher” critics still today. Thus, in his own day, Daniel was placed in the lion’s den—but today he’s in the liar’s den.

Either these men are incredibly ignorant or downright fraudulent, for all one has to do is look at the Septuagint. The Septuagint, written in 285 B.C. was the Greek translation of the Old Testament. What book is right there in the Septuagint? Daniel. So how could it have been written in A.D. 50 when it was in the Septuagint in 285 B.C.? As Alexander conquered his way to the Middle East, Josephus wrote that, when he came to the city of Jerusalem, the high priest met with him.

“Alexander,” he said, “you’re mentioned in the Bible.” Then he proceeded to open the Book of Daniel and show him where he fit in to the prophetic picture, how three hundred years earlier he was prophesied to come.

Alexander the Great was so moved that he spared the city of Jerusalem. Secular history records this event—so I don’t know how critics can claim Daniel was written in A.D. 50 when Alexander was touched by it in 322 B.C.

But the most convincing argument of all is simply that Jesus Himself called Daniel the beloved prophet and quoted extensively from Daniel (Matthew 24; Luke 21). Whether concerning evolution, prophecy, divine inspiration of Scripture, or any other topic of debate, always take the argument back to the person of Jesus Christ. When people say they can’t really believe there was a literal man named Adam and a woman named Eve, don’t argue evolution. Bring the argument back to Jesus. Say, “The issue is not so much what you or I think about evolution. The issue is that Jesus spoke about Adam and Eve specifically and centered a teaching about marriage on them. So either Jesus is ignorant, a deceiver, or He is right.”

“We know a man couldn’t be swallowed by a fish. There’s something ‘fishy’ about that kind of ‘tail,’ ” the cynic scoffs.

Yet Jesus used Jonah’s three-day stay in the belly of the whale as a picture of His own death, burial, and resurrection (Matthew 12:40).

Jesus used some of the most controversial accounts in the Old Testament—Adam and Eve, Jonah and the whale, Daniel—as foundations for His teaching. And because His Resurrection verifies everything He said, all of His references are equally true. Whenever you’re involved in controversies, always steer the discussion back to Jesus. You’ll find all of the illustrations and answers you need in Him.

The Book of Daniel confounds the critics—but it comforts the Christian because it confirms our faith. When people ask how we know the prophecies in the Bible will come to pass, we can turn them to the Book of Daniel and say, “Daniel made predictions concerning the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman empires centuries before the events came to pass.” Therefore, we know that what he speaks of yet to come will also come to pass.

Sometimes people think we’re obsessed with prophecy. But the reason we talk about prophecy so much is because one-fourth of the Bible deals with it. And it’s the only holy book that dares to do so. Prophecy has a tremendous purifying effect on our faith and on our walk. After speaking about the coming of Jesus, John said, “Whoever has this hope purifies himself” (1 John 3:3). Truly believing that Jesus could come tonight would affect what we do today.

Another reason we talk about prophecy is found in chapter 12…

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
Daniel 12:4


According to this prophecy, in the end times, there will be an explosion of knowledge not only intellectually, but also concerning end-time understanding. “Seal this book, Daniel,” the Lord says. “You’re not going to understand it, but it will make sense to those who are living in the last days.” There’s a great amount of teaching on prophecy today because we are living in the last days and, suddenly, so much of these prophetic mysteries are making sense to us.

Not only is the Book of Daniel important in light of prophecy, but what a blessing it is to study the life of Daniel personally. Even in his own day, Daniel was a legend. His contemporary, Ezekiel, puts him in the same category as Job and Noah (14:14). In fact, he’s one of only a couple of Old Testament characters of whom no sin is mentioned. This doesn’t mean he didn’t sin. But it does mean his life was not given to sin.

I think there are three words that characterize Daniel’s life. The first is purpose. He was a man who purposed in his heart that he would walk with God. Second, he was a man of prayer. Third, he was a man of prophecy. He was interested in prophecy and was used as a vehicle for prophecy. These three points cause me to say, “Lord, make me a man who purposes in my heart. Make me a man who prays. Make me a man of prophetic understanding that I might know the urgency of the times in which I live.”

Chapter 1
 

Daniel 1:1 (a)
 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah…

So carnal a king was Jehoiakim that when he received a scroll of prophecy from Jeremiah, he chopped it up and threw it in the fire—as if he could invalidate the Word of God. Jeremiah simply sought the Lord for another copy. This time, the Lord added a few things that were pointed directly at Jehoiakim because of his obstinacy. Jehoiakim was told that Judah, his kingdom, would be besieged by the Babylonians and that they would be carried away captive for seventy years because of their disobedience and tendency toward idolatry (Jeremiah 36).

Daniel 1:1 (b)
 

…came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

The third year of Jehoiakim would put us at 605 B.C.—the year Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Babylonian empire, the most powerful potentate not only of that day but probably of all time, seeking to consolidate his power in the Middle East, besieges Jerusalem.

Daniel 1:2 (a)
 

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand…

Nebuchadnezzar thought he was in control, but, in fact, he was just a puppet, for it was the Lord who gave Jehoiakim to Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel 1:2 (b)–4
 

…with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes; Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.

In his first attack, Nebuchadnezzar didn’t destroy Jerusalem. He simply took treasures from the temple as well as the cream of the crop of the young men of Jerusalem. He made them eunuchs in order that they might study without distraction. Then he educated them in the laws of science and knowledge in preparation to become administrators throughout his empire.

As seen here, sin always leads to two things. The first is blasphemy. The instruments used in the temple to worship the true and living God were now carried to Babylon and placed in the immoral, idolatrous temples of the Babylon. Sin invariably causes people to feel blasphemous toward the Lord.

Second, sin always leads to bondage. The people of God were being carried in chains to Babylon because of their sin. That’s what sin does. It has a way of ensnaring and trapping us.

Daniel 1:5–8
 

And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

When offered the king’s food and wine, Daniel didn’t want to defile himself with meat that may have been offered to idols or with wine that would pervert his judgment (Proverbs 31:4). I’m sure God wouldn’t have faulted him had he partaken of the meat or wine. But, as Paul would say concerning meat and other issues, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient” (1 Corinthians 6:12). In other words, all things aren’t wise.

I used to throw the discus and I know that the rule books specifically state that any kind of attire can be worn in the discus ring. Therefore, I could have gone in the ring wearing a business suit, tie, wingtip shoes, overcoat, and hat without being disqualified. It would have been lawful—but dumb! It would hinder the job I was there to do. So, Paul says that, although all things are lawful, some things will simply slow us down and tie us up. He went on to say, “All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.” Paul loved his freedom too much to be enslaved.

Where did Daniel get such high standards? First, I believe they came from his parents. You see, Daniel’s name literally means “God is judge.” Hananiah means “The Lord is gracious.” Mishael means “None is like God.” Azariah means “The Lord is my help.” These were all godly names given by godly parents. When Daniel was born, a revival was taking place in the land of Judah led by a king named Josiah. He was the one who remodeled the temple. When, during the remodeling process, the sole surviving copy of the Law was found, revival broke out. No doubt Daniel’s parents were influenced by this, as were the parents of his friends.

“Train up your children in the way they should go and when they are old, they will not depart from it,” Solomon declares (Proverbs 22:6). That’s a promise. Train your kids in the Word and ways of God and they will continue to walk with God. Oh, they might take a detour, but God’s promise is that if you train up your kids, they’ll walk with Him as time goes on.

In addition to parents at home, Daniel had purpose in his heart. That is, he decided he wouldn’t defile himself. Are you being defiled tonight in some area? Victory begins when you purpose in your heart. Make a decision. Say, “That’s it. No more.”

I think of Shammah, one of David’s right-hand men. In 2 Samuel 23, we read that the Philistines were attacking and Shammah was given the job of guarding the beans. When the Philistines came, everyone else split and ran for their lives. Not Shammah. He said, “I’m not going anywhere. I’ll stay on my post and do my job.” Shammah had purpose of heart. The Spirit of God came upon him and he whipped the entire Philistine army single-handedly just because he was watching the beans faithfully. That’s purpose of heart.

Maybe you might wonder why you’re in the church nursery changing diapers Sunday after Sunday, or why you’re visiting people in the rest home week after week. But if the Lord has called you to do those things, be faithful. As He did with Shammah, He’ll honor you and meet you there.

Daniel 1:9
 

Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.

Those who suggest this was some sort of sexual love just aren’t reading the text for this is speaking of eunuchs.

Daniel 1:10
 

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.

“If you don’t eat the feast that’s before you,” the prince of the eunuchs said to Daniel and his friends, “you’re not going to be as healthy looking as the others. I want to get ahead in the empire—not lose my head!”

Daniel 1:11–13
 

Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.

“Give us a test,” Daniel said. “Give us only vegetables and water for ten days and then compare us with those who are eating the king’s meat and drinking his wine.”

Daniel 1:14–19
 

So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat. Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.

You just can’t out-give God. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego gave themselves wholeheartedly to the Lord and what happened? They found favor with both God and man. When you give God your energy, talent, money, or ability, He will not “owe you one.” He’ll give back to you exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20).

The disciples certainly didn’t lose out by loaning their boat to use as a floating pulpit, for in return He blessed them with so many fish their boat almost sunk (Luke 5). When the little boy gave his lunch to the Lord, he was one of the 5,000 in attendance who were filled to overflowing (Mark 6). When the widow gave her last bit of meal and oil to Elijah, she never lacked again (1 Kings 17).

One of the great lies of Satan is to try and get kings to think that if they serve Him, they will be unpopular and ostracized. That’s just not true. Parents, show your kids the example of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Say, “Here’s some young men who refused to give in to the pressures and pleasures of the world—and they found favor with God and with men, as well.” Yes, you will experience persecution if you give your life to the Lord—but there will be a sterling quality about your life and an attractiveness that comes only from walking with God. Violate that and you’ll miss out on so much that God wants to do in your life.

Daniel 1:20, 21
 

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Daniel was probably fifteen years old at this time. He lived until he was at least eighty-five. For the entire seventy years of the Babylonian captivity, Daniel was in a place of leadership and service because God had honored him.

We have a wrong image of God the Father. We think that whoever gives himself to God will be miserable. But nothing could be farther from the truth. Jesus said, “If you being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give good gifts to His?” (Matthew 7:11).

Serve God. He’ll bless your life. He really will.

Chapter 2
 

The second chapter of Daniel has been called the backbone of Bible prophecy for Daniel 2 unlocks the rest of the prophecies of the Book of Daniel, which, in turn, unlock the prophecies of the Book of Revelation. For a good handle on eschatology—the study of end times—you need to be thoroughly familiar with the Book of Daniel and of chapter 2 specifically.

Daniel 2:1
 

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

Psychologists tell us that ninety percent of a person’s free mental time—the time not devoted to a specific activity—is spent wondering about the past or worrying about the future. Nebuchadnezzar was no exception.

Daniel 2:2, 3
 

Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

Schooled in the ancient literature and writings of other cultures, the Chaldeans were the most educated men in the empire. “Tell me what my dream means,” Nebuchadnezzar said.

Daniel 2:4
 

Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

“Tell us the dream,” the Chaldeans said, “and we’ll give you the interpretation.”

Daniel 2:5, 6
 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof.

“If you are as wise as you say you are, you should be able to tell me not only the interpretation, but the dream itself,” Nebuchadnezzar answered. “Either tell me what I dreamed, or you guys are through.”

Daniel 2:7–11
 

They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.

“There is not a man on earth that can do what you ask,” the Chaldeans said.

Daniel 2:12
 

For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

Is there anything in tarot cards, astrology, palm reading? Yes. The devil is in them and that’s why we’re to stay away from the them. The Bible says very clearly that magic of any sort is to have no place in the life of the believer because the enemy uses it as a hook to get us involved in realms of the demonic.

Having said that, there are tremendous limitations as to what Satan can actually do. That’s why these men couldn’t answer Nebuchadnezzar’s demand.

Daniel 2:13, 14
 

And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:

Because of the failure of the Chaldeans to tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream, all of the wise men—including Daniel—were to be killed.

Daniel 2:15, 16
 

He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.

Daniel asked for permission to speak to the king. “Give me some time,” he said, “and I will tell you your dream as well as the interpretation.”

Daniel 2:17, 18
 

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

Don’t you know that Daniel and his friends had one powerful prayer meeting that night?! They were literally praying for their lives. They needed to have revelation. They desired it desperately and they prayed accordingly.

Nebuchadnezzar took his problems to bed. Daniel took his to God—and what a difference that makes.

Daniel 2:19
 

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

When Daniel received an answer, did he run out in order to save the lives of those in jeopardy? No, he stopped and blessed the God of heaven.

For topical study of Daniel 2:16–19, see “Learning to Listen.” 

Daniel 2:20–23
 

Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter.

Daniel stopped and offered praise before he went out to save lives. I think that’s an invaluable lesson. So often the Lord shows us something or gives us something and we can’t wait to get going. In reality, before we run out, we should slow down and look up. We should worship and give thanks.

I think of the ten lepers in Luke 12. Jesus told them to go their way and show themselves to the priest. And as they went, they were healed. All ten rejoiced—but only one came back and thanked the Lord. “You are made whole,” Jesus said to him. All ten were healed—but only the one who came back and worshiped was made whole, which speaks not only of his body but his soul and spirit, as well. Are we like the nine or are we like the one?

I like Daniel because he wasn’t just a prayer warrior, but a praiser and a worshiper.

“But that’s not efficient. Time is running out. You don’t have time to pray.” That’s the voice of Judas. As Mary offered the alabaster box of oil to Jesus, Judas said, “That money could have been used for something much better, for feeding the poor.”

But Jesus said, “What she is doing shall be spoken of throughout the world wherever the Gospel is preached” (see Mark 14:9).

Like Daniel, Mary was a praiser, a worshiper. And the Lord commended her.

Daniel 2:24–28
 

Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation. Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

Daniel didn’t say, “I can tell you your dream.” He said, “Only the Lord can give you the information and understanding you seek.” I believe this was why Daniel was used from the time he was a young man all the way until he was eighty-five. He didn’t take credit. The fastest way to see the work of God through your life stopped is to begin to think it’s because you’re special.

Daniel 2:29, 30
 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.

“The Lord is simply using me as an errand boy in order that you might have answers to those things about which you’re concerned,” Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel 2:31–35
 

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

What a dream! Nebuchadnezzar saw a massive image of a man with a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, a brass belly, iron legs, and feet and toes a mixture of iron and clay. Looking at this huge statue, Nebuchadnezzar saw a stone not cut with hands come rolling down. It hit the statue in the feet and pulverized it entirely. Suddenly, the stone became a great mountain that filled the entire earth. No wonder Nebuchadnezzar was troubled!

Notice that the head, arms and chest, belly, and the legs regressed in value. That is, gold is of greater value than silver, which is of greater value than brass, which is of greater value than iron. These four metals in this single image speak of world history in its entirety as it relates to Israel from the time of Nebuchadnezzar until the coming of Christ.

Daniel 2:36–38
 

This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.

The Babylonian empire, an absolute monarchy, had a greater effect on the known world than any other empire in history. That is why it was represented by gold.

Daniel 2:39 (a)
 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee…

The Medes and the Persians would overthrow the Babylonians in 530 B.C. The Medes and Persians, represented by two arms of silver were a constitutional monarchy.

Daniel 2:39 (b)
 

…and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

The Medes and Persians would be overthrown by the Greeks in 330 B.C. Alexander had conquered the known world. Heartbroken and depressed that there were no more worlds to conquer, he died at the age of thirty-three in a drunken stupor. Contrast this with Another who died at thirty-three years of age, One who conquered sin and death, Jesus Christ. The Grecian empire was represented by brass because, as an oligarchy, it was less powerful than the Medo-Persian Empire.

Daniel 2:40
 

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.

The Greeks would be unseated by the Roman empire. Although they crushed everyone into bloody submission, the Romans, represented by brass, had a limited democracy, which made it even less powerful than Greece’s oligarchy.

After four empires, the succession stops because in A.D. 70, the Romans annihilated Israel. The Jews scattered and Israel was never again a sovereign nation—until 1948. Suddenly, the prophetic clock miraculously started ticking again when Israel re-emerged as an independent nation. And now we see the appearance of the last world power…

Daniel 2:41–43
 

And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

In the feet, the composition is changed. These ten toes which are part iron and part clay don’t hold together. In May, 1948, Israel became a nation once again. In May, 1950, two years later, six nations came together, formed the Treaty of Rome, and instituted a new, resurrected, Roman empire. They called it the European Common Market.

Daniel 2:44, 45
 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

In the time of the ten nations, a stone not cut with hands comes down and strikes the feet. The entire image is pulverized. The stone is the Rock of our salvation, Jesus Christ. Peter says that, to the Jews, He is s a stone of stumbling (1 Peter 2:8). Indeed to this day, the Jewish people, for the most part, still stumble over Jesus being the Rock. To the Jews He is a stone of stumbling, 1 Corinthians 1 declares. To the Gentiles, He’s a stone of crushing. He comes and grinds them out.

…Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. Matthew 21:42 (b)–44


Concerning Jesus, the Rock of our salvation, we either are broken before Him or will be broken by Him. The choice is ours.

There are those who say that the kingdom will be ushered in as Christians change the economic, political, and educational systems. That is, we’ll bring the King back by changing America. But that is heresy. As seen in Daniel, the stone doesn’t come to convert the kingdoms of the world. It comes to crush them. It comes instantaneously, explosively, cataclysmically, and all of the empires—the great image of gold, silver, brass, and iron—are wiped out in a moment.

That is not to say we shouldn’t be concerned citizens, praying for our country. But if you think that by changing America, we’ll bring back the kingdom of God, you are sadly mistaken. The ultimate solution is when the King Himself comes back and strikes the feet of the image. Down it will go. And in its place, Jesus Christ will rule and reign. Oh, glorious day that will be!

Daniel 2:46–49
 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Unfortunately, Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t say to Daniel, “Your God is my God.” He says, “Your God is pretty impressive.” Nonetheless, Nebuchadnezzar is making the first of a series of steps that will eventually lead him into the kingdom of God.




LEARNING TO LISTEN

A Topical Study of


DANIEL 2:16–19


People have a tendency to be either fascinated with or frightened by the future. In our country alone, billions of dollars are spent by people going to fortune tellers, astrologers, or channelers. But those who truly know something about the future are more often than not frightened by it. Economists, political scientists, and biologists have a tendency to be upset about it. The economists are concerned about the size of the national debt. The political scientists are concerned about nuclear power in the wrong hands. The biologists are concerned about the ramifications of genetic engineering.

What’s happening is ominous. No wonder Americans consume three billion sleeping pills per year. We’re wondering and worrying about the future.

Such was the case with Nebuchadnezzar. The most powerful king in the history of the world, he tossed and turned as he wondered about the future of his kingdom. When he finally fell asleep, he had an incredible dream that has tremendous import for any student of prophecy. When he awoke, he knew he had a dream of significance, but he couldn’t remember the details. So he called his astrologers, magicians, and wise men. When they were unable to help him, he called Daniel who, in turn, called upon the Lord.

Maybe, like Nebuchadnezzar, you feel troubled. Maybe, like Daniel, you need to hear from God. The question is, does God really speak today like He spoke to Daniel? I say absolutely, unequivocally, with tremendous certainty, the answer is Yes!

Notice with me five elements seen in the life of Daniel that will unlock your ability to hear the voice of God clearly…

Separation


Daniel lived a separated life. Others were drinking the king’s wine, eating the king’s meat, but Daniel had already purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the things of the world (1:8).

God is speaking. The problem is the wax of the world has plugged our spiritual ears. In Matthew 13, said that the cares of this world and the lust for riches choke out the Word of God. God is speaking. The question is, are we listening—or are our ears so plugged with the things of this world that we can’t tune in to His frequency?

An Indian was walking down Wall Street with a fellow stockbroker. A businessman who had grown up on a reservation, he suddenly stopped and said, “Did you hear that?”


“Hear what?” his colleague asked.


“Listen,” he said, walking a few steps to a gutter and picking up a little cricket.


“How in the world among all these people and hustle and bustle and horns and traffic, did you hear the sound of a single cricket?” his friend asked.


“It all depends on what your ears are tuned into. Watch this,” he said, as he tossed a quarter on the sidewalk. As it hit, everyone stopped.


No one heard the cricket, but they all heard the quarter. It all depends on what you’re listening for. Does God speak? Yes. But the problem is that our ears are so filled with the sounds of the world that we don’t hear His voice.

“No partying for me,” Daniel said. “I’m going to seek the Lord.” And that’s why he was in a position to hear from the Lord.

Expectation


“Give me a day,” Daniel said, “and I will show you the interpretation.” In other words, Daniel knew God would speak to him. When you ask the Lord for His guidance or His Word, separation is where it begins. Expectation is the next step. You’ve got to believe the Lord is going to speak.

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
James 1:5–7


If I really believe the Lord is going to speak to me in my morning devotions or when I’m at a Bible study, I’ll always have pencil and paper ready. James says the person who doesn’t believe the Lord will speak will not receive anything from Him concerning wisdom and direction. Therefore, when you have your morning devotions don’t lazily and halfheartedly say, “I wonder if there’s anything in the Word for me today,” but come eagerly and expectantly.

Cooperation


Daniel went to his friends and said, “Let’s seek the Lord together.” Over and over in His Word, the Lord teaches us that we are not to live in isolation but to live in cooperation. If you want to hear the Lord’s voice, follow the example of Daniel who sought the Lord with his friends.

Jesus said that wherever two or three are gathered in His name, He would be in their midst (Matthew 18:20). It’s not that He’s not with us when we’re alone—it’s that there’s another dynamic that comes into play when we seek the Lord with our brothers and sisters. It’s all part of His plan to develop a body that is linked together and dependent upon one another.

Desperation


Daniel and his friends knew that if the Lord didn’t give them an answer, they were dead. We don’t often seek the voice of the Lord because we don’t think our situation could be classified as desperate. That’s how the early church initially felt. It wasn’t until James was sawn in half by Herod that the church got on her face before the Lord and prayed with intensity on behalf of Peter. And, as they prayed for him with desperation, Peter was delivered miraculously (Acts 12).

We never know what lies around the corner in our lives, in our vocations, with our children. We don’t know what tomorrow holds. Therefore, we can’t afford to take life casually. James tells us we don’t have because we don’t ask (4:2). Kids get into trouble unnecessarily because parents aren’t praying desperately. Divorces and separations occur tragically because, when things were going smoothly, the couples weren’t praying together consistently. I’m convinced all kinds of trouble comes our way unnecessarily because we think we don’t need to pray.

We need to realize that we’re at war, that Satan goes about seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). Therefore, we need to keep our guard up and our knees bent. We need to be building a wall of protection around our families and around our lives personally. If God allowed us to see the very real dangers that surround us, I guarantee we wouldn’t be so casual.

Communication


Daniel was given an answer in order that he might pass it on to Nebuchadnezzar.

In Genesis 18, as the Lord and two angels moved toward Sodom and Gomorrah en route to destroy the city, the Lord said, “Shall I not show unto Abraham the things that I am going to do? For I know him that He shall command his children and make My ways known to them.” God knew that His friend, Abraham, would pass on His words to his children.

Revelation from the Lord is not necessarily given to those who treat it merely as an interesting insight. It is given to those who will faithfully pass it on to others.

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son…
Hebrews 1:1, 2 (a)


The ultimate Word concerning anything you need to know about life and eternity is found in listening to and learning of Jesus. It all starts there. Then, having been in touch with the living Word, you will be in position to receive the directive word concerning your specific situation.

Learn of Jesus. Listen for Him. Believe that He will speak to you—and I guarantee He will.




 

Chapter 3
 

In chapter 3, twenty years after he said to Daniel, “Your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings,” Nebuchadnezzar does something that reveals the true state of his heart…

Daniel 3:1
 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

In recent years, archaeologists have excavated in the plain of Dura a pedestal forty feet high and twenty feet wide. They are convinced it is upon this pedestal that Nebuchadnezzar’s ninety-foot-high statue of pure gold stood. In chapter 2, only the golden head of the image in his dream signified his empire. In the image he constructs here in chapter 3, however, the entire image is gold as if to say, “My empire will not be followed by another. It will last forever.”

Daniel 3:2–6
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar commanded that, when the music was played, everyone would bow down to this ninety-foot-high image. Failure to do so would result in death.

Daniel 3:7
 

Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

Music remains a powerful tool that can be used by both the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. Why is music so powerful? Because Satan is a musician. Before he fell, he led all of heaven in worship. God created music and ordained it as a means of praise. Therefore, music remains a constant battlefield that can either motivate us to worship with intensity or to fall into idolatry. Be oh, so wise as to what music you take in because there is always a Nebuchadnezzar striking up the band.

Daniel 3:8–12
 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego said, “We’re not going to give in. We’re not going to go along. We’re not going to bow down when Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Be-Boppers strike up the up the band.”

Daniel 3:13
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king.

Where was Daniel? Most commentators believe he was on government business out of the area.

Daniel 3:14, 15
 

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?

Nebuchadnezzar conquered countries, looted riches, captured people, but he allowed people to worship their own gods. He was considered very liberal and generous in that regard. He let people worship their gods—but he also wanted them to worship his.

That’s always the way of the enemy. “You can go to church,” he says. “But on Friday night, you have to watch the movie, check out the bar scene, bow down to me. Then, on Sunday, you can go to church again.” The enemy will give you the freedom to worship God, hoping you’ll feel okay about bowing down to his idols. It’s a trade. That’s always his way.

Daniel 3:16–18
 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

In the answer of these three godly men, we see a very important lesson. “God is able to deliver us,” they said. But then they added, “Even if He decides not to, we’re still not going to bow down.” They didn’t doubt God’s power to save them. But they submitted to His will concerning whether He intended to save them. They weren’t doubting God’s ability. They were submitting to His sovereignty.

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Hebrews 11:33, 34


By faith, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego “quenched the violence of fire.” In other words, because they had faith, they weren’t burned. But faith in what? They didn’t have faith in faith. They had faith in their Father.

When we pour out our requests to God and say, “If You decide not to heal me, bring me that financial windfall, or save my business, it doesn’t matter. All I want is Your will”—that is true faith. How I pray we can learn this.

Daniel 3:19
 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.

The only thing hotter than the fiery furnace was Nebuchadnezzar’s anger.

Daniel 3:20–22
 

And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.

The men that threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego into the fire were themselves burned in the process.

Daniel 3:23–25 (a)
 

And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt…

The ropes that bound Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were burned off by the fiery trial surrounding them. That is why Peter would tell us to rejoice in fiery trials (1 Peter 4:12, 13). They burn off the cords that would otherwise paralyze us.

Daniel 3:25 (b)
 

…and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

“How many men did we throw in the fire?” Nebuchadnezzar asked.

“Three,” came the answer.

“Then how come I see four—and the fourth is like the Son of God?”

This fiery trial was a testimony to a skeptical, angry unbeliever who saw Jesus in the fire along with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. There are neighbors and colleagues, fellow students and coworkers watching you. And when you go through fiery trials, as they watch you, they will see Jesus with you.

For topical study of Daniel 3:8–25, see “Handling the Heat.” 

Daniel 3:26, 27
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.

In addition to burning off the ropes that bound them, and letting others see Jesus, fiery trials are an opportunity for us to draw closer to the Lord than we would have otherwise. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego would have rather been in the fire with Jesus than out of the fire without Him. That is why they stayed there until Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to come out. When do we really see the Lord? More often than not, it’s when we’re in the midst of a fiery trial.

Prophetically, chapter 3 speaks of the time the Jews, represented by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, take a stand in the fiery trial of the Tribulation period. According to Revelation 17 and 18, in the end times, there will be a unified religious system and a unified economic system both called Babylon. Where are the Jews in Daniel 3? In Babylon.

Just as Nebuchadnezzar made an image and commanded the people to bow to it, in the Tribulation period, antichrist will make an image and command everyone to bow to it. Initially, Nebuchadnezzar treated Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego well. Antichrist will initially come as a man of peace. But his true colors will show when he makes an image of himself and sets it in the temple.

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six. Revelation 13:15–18


The number of the image of the beast is 666. Nebuchadnezzar’s image was sixty cubits high, six feet wide, and there were six kinds of instruments played. Thus, Nebuchadnezzar’s image is a foreshadowing of the beast of the Tribulation period.

And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. Revelation 19:20


The beast gets burned in the very fire in which he sought to destroy the Jews. Eventually, the Jewish nation at last recognized that the Lord Jesus is Messiah. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, they won’t bow to antichrist but will stand strong in the seven-year fiery furnace of Tribulation. When it looks like they’re going to be burned up—just as He did with the three brave men—Jesus will stand in the fire with His people. He’ll return at the very point they think they’re going down.

Daniel 3:28–30
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon.

When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego emerged from the furnace unharmed, Nebuchadnezzar was amazed, but still not converted. “There is no other God that can deliver after this sort,” he declared. He should have stopped with, “There is no other God.” And soon, he will.




HANDLING THE HEAT

A Topical Study of


DANIEL 3:8–25


Recent polls reveal that twenty-five percent of adult Americans think the sun is a planet, two percent believe federal income taxes are too low, and one percent read their Bibles more than once a day. In other words, there seem to be statistics for everything, all with varying results. But I suggest one statistic that would be universally agreed upon is that virtually a hundred percent of believers feel they have gone through a trying time, a difficult experience, a hard trial. According to Peter, this should not come as a surprise to us…

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
1 Peter 4:12, 13


Previously, Peter gave the reason for the inevitable trials we face…

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
1 Peter 1:7


To those living in Peter’s day, his analogy would mean more than it might to us, for they would be more familiar with the process used to refine gold. In huge furnaces, they would subject the gold to high enough temperatures to liquefy it. The smelter would then stir this molten gold until all impurities were gone. It took heat to make it pure. And the smelter would know the process was complete when he looked into the liquid gold and saw his own reflection—just as Jesus looks for the reflection of Himself in the gold of our faith as it is purified by fiery trials.

The text before us tells us a great deal about fiery trials. You might think you’re going through hot times, but the three Jewish men seen here were in a literal fire. Their names were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego—three godly men who were taken captive from Jerusalem to Babylon, where they were being trained for the service of the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar.

When Nebuchadnezzar ordered his people to bow to a ninety-foot-tall image of himself, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego refused—which resulted in their death sentence by way of a fiery furnace. This furnace wasn’t a little oven used to bake rolls and biscuits but an industrial furnace in which iron was smelted and bricks were hardened. It was huge—and very, very hot. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, however, had no misgivings about their decision, having told Nebuchadnezzar that God would deliver them—either through death or rescue. So into the fire they went—a fire seven times hotter than normal because Nebuchadnezzar’s rage was apparently seven times greater than it usually was due to the audacious faith of the three Jews.

Notice with me three aspects concerning the fiery trial of these bold believers…

The Time of the Trial


The trial did not come to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego when they were stumbling in sin but when they were standing strong for Him. It would have been so easy for them to back out, to make excuses. They could have said to each other, “Sure, we’ll bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol outwardly—but in our hearts, we’ll be bowing to the Lord. Surely, with all we’ve been through already, He’ll understand our situation.” Or they could have said, “This isn’t that big a deal. So we bow to the idol? We can still live for the Lord.” Or they could have said, “We’ll use this as an opportunity for even greater ministry. If we go along with Nebuchadnezzar’s order, he’ll leave us in positions of leadership and we can eventually impact more people for God.” But they didn’t. They resisted all of those excuses and stood up when the trial came down.

We must understand that the Lord sends His trials most frequently not when we’re stumbling and struggling but when He sees that we’re doing well. After all, Jesus said it’s the branch that’s already bearing fruit that is pruned in order that it might bring forth even more fruit (John 15:2).

Satan comes to us and says the reason we’re going through hard times is because the Lord’s angry with us. But that’s just not true. If one of my kids burned his or her hand on the stove when they were little, I wouldn’t need to punish them for it. They would learn quickly that they shouldn’t touch the stove because the repercussions of the sin itself taught them most convincingly. It was when my kids were already doing well that I would challenge them and exhort them because I wanted to see them do even better. And that’s what the Father does with us.

That is why James would tell us to count it all joy when we face various trials (1:2)—it means the Father sees something in us worth building upon and improving.

Peace in the Trial


We read in verse 24 that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego weren’t running around in the fire, trying to find a way out. They weren’t taking off their clothes and trying to snuff out the flames. They weren’t sitting down in a corner crying about their ordeal. They weren’t striving, complaining, or even seeking to get out. They were simply walking around.

When the going gets tough and the fires grow hot, we have a tendency to want to control the fire if not to put it out altogether. But we must realize that, although we might be able to contain the fire for a season, it will only get hotter eventually. Therefore, we must learn to let the fire burn rather than trying to put it out or cover it up.

When people come down on you, when they don’t understand you, when things don’t seem to be working out, don’t defend yourself. Don’t stand up for your rights. Don’t try to control the fire. Instead, say, “Lord, let the fire burn. And if anything is left when it’s over, I’ll know it’s of You and I’ll rebuild with that material.”

Fellowship Through the Trial


“Didn’t we throw three men into the fire?” Nebuchadnezzar asked.

“Yes,” said his men.

“But I see four,” Nebuchadnezzar said. “And the fourth is like the Son of God.”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego could walk around in the fire in peace and they could let it burn with confidence for one reason: the Lord was in there with them.

“I will never leave thee nor forsake thee,” Jesus said (Hebrews 13:5). That means He’s with us in whatever fiery trial that comes our way. And if we look for Him there, we’ll see Him in a way we never would have seen Him otherwise. We can talk esoterically about the Lord. We can discuss theologically His presence. But it’s not until we’re in the fire of trial that we truly know He’s alive, that He’s with us, that He’s for us.

That’s what Stephen found. It was when he was being stoned that he looked up and saw the Son of Man welcoming him into the kingdom (Acts 7:56). That’s what Paul discovered. It was most likely after he was stoned at Lystra and left for dead that he was caught up into heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2–4). That’s what John learned. It was when he was banished to the island of Patmos that he heard a voice, turned around, and saw the Lord (Revelation 1:9–11).

When do people really see the Lord? Most often, it’s not when they’re cruising, but when they’re cooking. And not only do we see the Lord in hot and hard times, but others are able to see Him as well. You see, the Nebuchadnezzars of this world are not impressed when they see us win the Reader’s Digest Sweepstakes. That only makes them jealous. They’re impressed when they see us going through the fire of hard times without panicking. It is then they realize that Someone must be in there with us.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego didn’t come out of the fire until Nebuchadnezzar ordered them out. Maybe you’re getting to the place in your walk where you would rather be in the fire of hard times with the Lord than cruising in the shade without an awareness of His presence.

Jesus went through a fire greater than anything you or I can comprehend when He went to the Cross to shield us from the fires of hell. Dr. Donald Barnhouse, one of the great Bible teachers of a generation past, tells a story of what happened to him when he was a boy living in the country. He tells of a large oak tree in front of the barn next to his house that, struck by lightning, lit up like a torch. Before the fire from the oak tree leaped to the roof of the barn, his family was able to move most of the barn animals to safety before it collapsed altogether. The next day, little Donald went out and began to kick around in the ashes. As he kicked one rather large clump, much to his surprise, four little chicks ran out in all directions. He later learned that the mother hen, trapped in the corner of the barn, did what mother hens instinctively do: She gathered her chicks under her wings, absorbed the heat herself, and died to save their lives.

On a hillside overlooking Jerusalem, Jesus cried and said, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, I would gather you under my wings as a mother hen gathers her chicks, but you would not” (see Matthew 23:37). The Lord died to insulate you from the fires of judgment. But He will not insulate us from the fires of trials. He’ll allow them to come into our lives to reveal Himself to us and to the bunch of Nebuchadnezzars who are watching us.




 

Chapter 4
 

In chapter 4, we see the testimony of the last person you would ever think would be saved. Nebuchadnezzar was king of the Babylonian empire and here we see the story of his conversion.

Daniel 4:1–3
 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.

In this letter addressed to all people around the world, Nebuchadnezzar sounds like the apostle Paul as he begins his own conversion story.

Daniel 4:4, 5
 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace: I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me.

The most powerful ruler in the history of the world was at rest in his palace and flourishing in his position. Yet, as he laid on his bed, he was troubled. The person you might think is so closed to the gospel could, like Nebuchadnezzar, be struggling with questions about eternity, mortality, the purpose of life—the questions we, as believers, settled when we gave our heart to Jesus.

Daniel 4:6, 7
 

Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof.

When Nebuchadnezzar woke up, he didn’t know what to make of his dream. He knew it had significance, but he couldn’t put the pieces together. So he did the same thing he did in chapter 2. Even though they were powerless the first time, he called his magicians to interpret his dream.

Daniel 4:8, 9
 

But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.

When the magicians were again unable to interpret his dream, Nebuchadnezzar called for Daniel.

Daniel 4:10–12
 

Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was of a tree so big that all of the beasts of the earth could gather underneath it. It had many leaves and an abundance of fruit. Plus, it grew so high that one could see it from any point on earth.

Daniel 4:13–18
 

I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.

As this magnificent tree extended into the heavens, an angel descended and cut the tree down, leaving only a stump behind.

Daniel 4:19
 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies.

Daniel sat speechless for an hour. Finally, he said to Nebuchadnezzar, “I wish this dream applied not to you but to your enemies.”

Notice Daniel’s tenderness. He could have said, “This serves you right, Nebuchadnezzar. You’ve been such a pain to so many people for so long, you deserve what’s going to happen.” But he didn’t. Ezra was another one who was rendered speechless over the sin of his people (9:1–4). Jesus, of course, wept (Luke 19:41). You might be able to quote theology. You might have countless charts on eschatology. There might be no end to the knowledge in your head—but until people see your heart, they won’t receive from you.

Daniel 4:20–26
 

The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him; This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king: That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.

“You are the tree, Nebuchadnezzar, standing so tall. But you will be cut down low and driven out to the fields where you will live like a beast for seven years,” Daniel said. “But, just as the stump of the tree was left, you will return to power.”

Daniel 4:27
 

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.

In addition to Daniel’s tenderness, notice his honesty. “Turn away from your unrighteousness,” he said to Nebuchadnezzar. Like Daniel, we need to be those who care enough to say to people, “You’ve got to turn away from the path you’re on. You’ve got to come to Jesus.”

That’s what Jesus did. “Sell your goods and follow Me,” He said to the rich, young ruler, knowing riches were his god (Luke 18). The ultimate expression of self-love is not telling people the truth but rather withholding the truth from people who are lost.

In contrast to the tenderness and honesty of Daniel, notice the stubbornness and stupidity of Nebuchadnezzar…

Daniel 4:28–30
 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?

Not only did Nebuchadnezzar hear from the Lord through the dreams that Daniel interpreted, but he literally saw the Lord in the fire with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Like the relentless “Hound of heaven,” God was pursuing Nebuchadnezzar. But Nebuchadnezzar hardened his heart and refused to acknowledge Him.

Pride is the foundational sin of everyone who is not saved. Pride is what caused Lucifer to fall.

Daniel 4:31–33
 

While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

Just as Daniel had prophesied, Nebuchadnezzar went insane and developed a rare medical condition known as lycanthropy. Even in this we see God’s faithfulness and tenacity. “Whatever it takes, I’m going after you, Nebuchadnezzar,” He said. “Even if it means allowing you to eat grass like an ox, develop feathers like an eagle, and grow claws like a bird, I’m going to bring you to the place where you see you need Me.”

God’s faithfulness and tenacity to go after people never fails to astound me. God will do whatever it takes to bring people to a place where they see they need Him.

Daniel 4:34
 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:

The first sign of Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion was that, instead of looking down like a beast, he looked up to heaven.

Daniel 4:35
 

And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

The centurion whose servant was sick spoke to Jesus as a man in authority speaking to One with ultimate authority (Matthew 8:9). So too, Nebuchadnezzar speaks of God as a king speaking of the King of kings.

Daniel 4:36 (a)
 

At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me…

Just as the prodigal “came to himself” (Luke 15:17), Nebuchadnezzar’s reason and understanding returned to him. In other words, they were both returned to the men they were before they were railroaded by pride.

Daniel 4:36 (b), 37
 

…and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

Exactly as Daniel prophesied, Nebuchadnezzar returned to power, only this time he knew that his power came not from his own ability but from God’s mercy.

Chapter 5
 

If I could have one piece of furniture from my childhood, I think it would be our family’s kitchen table. It is round and seats six easily—ten or twelve if the leaves are added. I have extremely fond memories of that table because, as I was growing up, after almost every dinner, there would be discussions around that table that would go on at length—discussions not only about the things we did that day but, about politics and philosophy, about religion and Bible prophecy.

Thinking about that table, however, I also have a troubling memory. You see, my older brother, Dave, always sat across from me. Six years older than I, when I was four, five, six, and seven years old, inevitably as the dinner discussions unfolded, suddenly, I was aware that something was happening. Under the table, out of my mom and dad’s sight, I knew that my brother Dave’s index finger was pointing at me. I just knew it. Even though he was sitting all the way across the table, I could feel it. So I would look underneath, and, sure enough, there was his finger pointing at me.

“Mom, Dave’s pointing at me,” I would cry.

And she would say, “Jonny, don’t worry about it. Just eat your peas and ignore him.”

So I would eat my peas—until I had the sensation that Dave’s finger was still pointing at me.

Looking under the table, I would see it and cry out all the more. This went on night after night. Usually, about the third or fourth time, it was overpowering because when Dave really wanted to get to me, it wasn’t a single finger point at me—it was all five.

Eventually, hearing my cry, Mom and Dad would banish Dave to his room. And then I was spared from the troubling fingers.

But in our text we see another finger appearing that was even more troubling than the finger of my brother pointing at me. In Daniel 5, we see the story of fingers appearing mysteriously and writing a message to the king of Babylon. The year is 539 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar has been dead and gone for twenty years. When he died, he turned the kingdom over to his son-in-law, Nabonidus. Often away from the city, engaged in military conflicts, Nabonidus turned the day-to-day operation of the kingdom over to his son, Belshazzar.

Babylon was thought to be absolutely invincible. It was surrounded by double walls, one of which was three hundred fifty feet high and eighty-six feet wide—wide enough for six chariots to race around the top and strong enough to support two hundred fifty towers from which the Babylonian soldiers could not only watch but launch an attack. Inside, the city held supplies that could withstand a twenty-year siege.

During the reign of Belshazzar, in the year 539 B.C., the Medes and the Persians formed a military alliance. Audaciously thinking they could overthrow Babylon, they launched an invasion…

Daniel 5:1
 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.

Belshazzar threw a party for his leaders in an apparent show of strength to the Medes and Persians who were beginning to surround the city. “We don’t need to fight or fast in fear,” he said, “Let’s feast!”

Daniel 5:2 (a)
 

Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem…

Years earlier, after conquering the city of Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar brought back holy vessels, taken from the temple of Jehovah.

Daniel 5:2 (b)–4
 

…that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

The only reason women would be in attendance at a party like this would be for immoral purposes. That’s the problem with worldly parties. More often than not, the results are immorality and blasphemy, with people doing and saying things they regret the next day.

Daniel 5:5, 6
 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

When Belshazzar suddenly saw a man’s hand writing on the wall of his palace, he didn’t need coffee to become sober.

Daniel 5:7
 

The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Nabonidus was the first ruler, Belshazzar the second. The man who could interpret the writing on the wall would be right behind them.

Daniel 5:8–12
 

Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.

This queen is not Belshazzar’s wife but his mother, the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. Evidently, when Nebuchadnezzar was converted, she was, as well. Thus she told her son about Daniel.

At this point, Daniel had been out of the public eye for twenty years. Approximately eighty-five years old, he had not been in a position of prominence since Nebuchadnezzar died. Sometimes if God hasn’t used us today, this week, or this month, we panic. How much better it is to realize that we’re simply tools in the Lord’s toolbox and He can pull us out whenever He wants to accomplish whatever He desires. Our job is simply to be ready, available, open. It might not be twenty years until the Lord uses you in the significant way you desire. That’s okay. Just say, “Lord, I’m available whenever You want to use me.” That was Daniel’s mindset. He was off the scene for twenty years—and suddenly, he was summoned.

Daniel 5:13–17
 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

Hearing of the reward, Daniel said, “I’m not in this for the money, so keep your gifts. But I will tell you the meaning of this handwriting.”

Daniel 5:18–23
 

O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

Seeing what had been written, Daniel first gave a warning to Belshazzar. “You have been rebellious, idolatrous, and blasphemous,” he said. “You didn’t learn the lessons of Nebuchadnezzar, your grandfather. He had to learn the hard way, becoming like a beast for seven years, eating grass in the field, acting like an animal until he cried out in humility to God. But you didn’t learn anything from his experience.” Therefore, God has written this against you:

Daniel 5:24
 

Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.

They caught her in the very act of adultery and brought her before the Rabbi of Galilee—not because they cared about her, but so they might entrap Him.

“Master, the law declares that she should be stoned. What sayest Thou?” they taunted.

If He said, “Free her,” they would accuse Him of being a lawbreaker. If He said, “Stone her,” He would no longer be a friend of sinners.

But we read in John 8 that Jesus stooped down and, with His finger—the same finger that wrote Thou shalt not commit adultery, the same finger that wrote on Belshazzar’s wall—in the ground. When the woman’s accusers asked Him again if the woman should be stoned, He said, “He who is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone.”

And one, by one, they left.

What did Jesus write on the ground that caused them to drop their rocks and go their way? Based on the original text, I believe He was writing the sins of those who held the rocks. I, too, have violated all of God’s laws either directly or in spirit. Therefore, there is a long list of sins written against me. But this list was nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14), and was made illegible by the blood of the same hand that was pinned thereon, the same hand that wrote on a plaster wall in Babylon and in the dry dust of Jerusalem.

The very hand that wrote against you was pinned to a cross for you. If you believe it, like the woman in John 8, you are free to go your way and sin no more.

Daniel 5:25
 

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

Written in Aramaic, as Belshazzar, his thousand men, their wives and concubines, and his mother watched, they wondered what the words meant.

Daniel 5:26
 

This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

In other words, “Belshazzar, your number is up.” Belshazzar should have known that his number would be coming up because sixty years earlier, the Lord had warned him through Jeremiah…

I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. And now have I given all these lands unto the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. Jeremiah 27:5–7


“I have given Nebuchadnezzar his empire,” the Lord declared. “But in his son’s son’s day, it will end.”

Daniel 5:27
 

TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.

Not only was Belshazzar’s number up, but his weight was down. He weighed in and he came up short. He’d been given so much but had done so little.

Daniel 5:28
 

PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

Belshazzar’s kingdom would be given to the ones surrounding the city that very evening.

Daniel 5:29–31
 

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.

That night, an incredible thing happened. One of the greatest upsets of military history was about to unfold—as prophesied by Isaiah two hundred years earlier…

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. Isaiah 45:1–4


The general leading the Medo-Persian troops was a man named Cyrus. Although Cyrus wouldn’t be born until two hundred years after Isaiah penned his prophecy, he was the Lord’s anointed, the one who would open the gates and plunder the treasures of an empire thought to be impenetrable.

How did the Medes and Persians get into this city surrounded by a wall three hundred fifty feet high? They ingeniously diverted the Euphrates river a mile and a half north of Babylon and went in through the riverbed.

Chapter 6
 

Following their incredible military upset, the Medes and Persians are now in control…

Daniel 6:1
 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;

Many scholars and historians believe that Darius is another name for Cyrus. Others say he was a man appointed by Cyrus to rule over Babylon. At any rate, here, we see his cabinet established.

Daniel 6:2
 

And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.

These one hundred twenty princes were overseen by three presidents who would be accountable to the king. Daniel was chief among them. What would cause Darius to name Daniel prime minister? Verse 3 gives the answer…

Daniel 6:3
 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

Darius realized there was an “excellent spirit” within Daniel. What was this excellent spirit? The Holy Spirit.

Daniel interpreted dreams. He prayed with effectiveness. He understood visions. He moved in prophecy. He experienced the miraculous. In other words, he was a man who was filled with the Spirit. That’s what made him so successful all the days of his life.

In 2 Chronicles 16:9, we read that the eyes of the Lord go to and fro throughout the whole earth, looking for a man in whom He might show Himself strong, whose heart is perfect toward Him. Our Father is still looking for men and women in whom He can show Himself strong—as He did with Daniel.

Daniel 6:4, 5
 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.

Jealous of Daniel yet unable to find any fault in him they could exploit, his fellow leaders were reduced to attacking his faith.

Daniel 6:6–9
 

Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.

In a political maneuver meant to frame Daniel exclusively, Darius’ cabinet submitted a law that, under penalty of death, for thirty days, no one could make a request of any God or any man other than Darius himself.

Daniel 6:10 (a)
 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem…

Why did Daniel face Jerusalem? Because in 1 Kings 8, when Solomon dedicated the temple, he prayed, “If Your people disobey You and are carried away captive as a result—if they face toward the temple and call upon Your name, hear their prayer and deliver them.” Therefore, as a student of the Word, Daniel understood it was his responsibility to pray for God’s mercy, deliverance, and blessing on behalf of the people.

Daniel 6:10 (b)
 

…he kneeled upon his knees…

In prayer, it’s the position of the heart rather than the position of the body that matters. Having said that, however, throughout the Bible—Old Testament and New Testament alike—it seems as though there is something particularly powerful about kneeling in prayer. As Solomon dedicated the temple, we read in 1 Kings 8:22 that he stood before the Lord. But as his prayer continued and the intensity built, he found himself on his knees (1 Kings 8:54). When Elijah prayed, he knelt (1 Kings 18:42). In Acts 20, when Paul was praying for the Ephesian elders he would see no longer, he knelt.

Daniel 6:10 (c)
 

…three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God…

The law was signed. No prayers were to be offered. No requests were to be made of anyone except Darius. But Daniel did as was his custom. He prayed three times a day as was his practice.

As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me. Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice. Psalm 55:16, 17


David, like Daniel, a giant of the faith, cultivated a practice of praying three times a day That doesn’t mean they didn’t pray other times. But there were three times of prayer that were set aside religiously.

I wonder if this wouldn’t be a good practice for many of us to develop, to quiet ourselves, cloister ourselves in some way and say, “I’m going to start my day with the Lord; I’m going to check in halfway through the day with Him; and, before I hit the pillow at night, I’ll reflect on the day with the One who gave His life for me.”

Daniel 6:10 (d)
 

…as he did aforetime.

Notice that Daniel didn’t say, “Okay, you signed a law. Now I am going to get down on my knees—even though I never did previously—and I am going to throw open my windows so you can see my radical spirituality.” That was not the heart of Daniel. He wasn’t trying to flex his spiritual muscle. He was simply doing what he had always done. And that’s where the power is. If the source of Daniel’s success was the Holy Spirit, the secret of His success was consistent prayer.

In Matthew 17, as Jesus was on the Mount of Transfiguration with Peter, James, and John, down below a concerned father brought his suicidal son to the disciples. But they were unable to cast out the demon. When Jesus came down and cast out the demon, the disciples said, “How come we couldn’t do that?”

Jesus said, “This kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting.”

In other words, the disciples were to develop a lifestyle of prayer and fasting because they never knew when a situation would confront them in which they would need the power of the Lord flowing through their lives. They couldn’t expect to conjure it up on the spot if they had no history or background in it—and neither can we.

We must live lives of prayer and fasting because we don’t know what crisis is going to crop up tomorrow or what challenge is going to arise next week.

“I know I should be praying,” you might say, “but I get so tired.”

What about Daniel? He was eighty-five years old—and yet he prayed morning, noon, and night.

“But I’m too busy,” you say.

Daniel was prime minister.

Excuses just don’t work.

Daniel 6:11
 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

Notice that the attack came when Daniel was in prayer. More than likely, you’re not going to get attacked, when you’re on the golf course or the tennis courts. The real attacks of the enemy will come when you’re in prayer. Think of Jesus in Matthew 4. He was in the wilderness fasting and praying for forty days and what happened? Satan appeared and put him through an incredible series of temptations. It’s when we’re praying that we’re most easily distracted and fatigued because the enemy knows that if he can stop us from praying, he’s neutralized what God desires to do in and through our lives.

Daniel 6:12–15
 

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.

Because the government of the Medes and Persians was a constitutional monarchy, once a law was signed by the king, it could not be rescinded.

Daniel 6:16
 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.

I believe this is not so much a statement of faith made by Darius as it is wishful thinking. Why? Because he had spent all day trying to figure out a way to keep Daniel out of the lions’ den.

Daniel 6:17–20
 

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

When asked if God was able to deliver me, if I were Daniel, at this point I would have said, “Yes! Get me out of here immediately!” Not Daniel. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had been content to remain in the furnace until they were ordered out. As we’ll see, Daniel was content to preach a minisermon from the lions’ den.

Daniel 6:21, 22
 

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.

Surrounded by lions, Daniel chats with the king. Lions such as these were bred to be particularly ferocious and were kept in a state of near starvation. But these lions were quiet. They didn’t bother Daniel a bit. Who was this angel who was sent? The word “angel” simply means “messenger.” John 1:1 identifies Jesus as “the Word,” or “the message.” Therefore, I believe this angel was the same angel who walked in the fire with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in chapter 3. In other words, it was Jesus Himself.

Daniel 6:23, 24
 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.

That the wives and children of Daniel’s accusers were tossed in to the lions’ den was not the Lord’s demand but was according to the custom of the Medes and Persians. Nonetheless, whenever we sin, the sad truth of the matter is that sin always affects those who are closest to us. These men sinned and their wives and kids paid the price along with them.

Daniel 6:25–27
 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.

Overflowing with praise to the Lord and an eternal perspective, the decree of Darius sounds like it could have been penned by the apostle Paul.

Daniel 6:28
 

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

No less real than the lions that surrounded Daniel, Peter tells us that Satan is a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). He has two basic ways to destroy and devour us. That is, he gets us involved in sin and then accuses us concerning our sin.

…for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. Revelation 12:10 (b)


Satan whispers in our ear constantly. It’s not a loud roar, but a soft purr: “You’re a sinnerrr,” he whispers. “You have no right to pray to God. You’ll never be used by Him.” If Satan and his demons can’t devour you through sin, they’ll make constant accusations against you until you’re ready to give up and walk away from the Lord. But, because you and I found ourselves damned because of sin and doomed to spend eternity in the lion’s den of hell, God sent His Son—the ultimate Messenger—to come down to this earth, to stand with us, to die for us, and to go to hell in our place. Every sin we’ve ever done, are doing, or will do has been paid by Jesus. Therefore, to overcome Satan’s roaring accusations, we plead His blood (Revelation 12:11).

Satan is a roaring lion to be sure—but he got tangled up in a catfight with the Lion of the tribe of Judah and he lost.

Chapter 7
 

The first six chapters of Daniel are autobiographical history. That is, they speak mainly of the story of Daniel personally. The final six chapters of Daniel are not autobiographical history but incredible prophecy, for they deal with future events. At least in Daniel’s day, they were future events. From our perspective, many of them have already come to pass…

Daniel 7:1
 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.

Chapters 7 and 8 actually take place between chapters 4 and 5. In chapter 4, Nebuchadnezzar was humbled for seven years before he was restored. In chapter 5, the kingdom was taken from Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, Belshazzar. Here, however, Belshazzar had just come into power and it was at this time that Daniel had another vision…

Daniel 7:2
 

Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.

Revelation 17:15 tells us the “great sea” refers to the nations of the world. Thus, out of the nations of the world four beasts will arise.

Daniel 7:3, 4 (a)
 





And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings.…

The lion with eagles’ wings speaks of the Babylonians, synonymous with the head of gold in chapter 2. Archaeological discoveries verify that the national emblem of Babylon was a lion with wings.

Daniel 7:4 (b)
 

…I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.

The wings were plucked off of the lion and it was given the heart of a man. This speaks of what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. Because of the pride of his heart, God humbled him and he became beastly. When he turned to the Lord, however, he was given a new heart and he stood on his feet once again.

Daniel 7:5 (a)
 

And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear…

The bear speaks of the Medo-Persian empire, synonymous with the arms of silver in chapter 2. With an army of two and one-half million men, the Medes and Persians lumbered along like a bear.

Daniel 7:5 (b)
 

…and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

The three ribs speak of the three empires immediately devoured by the Medes and Persians: the Babylonians, the Egyptians, and the Lydians.

Daniel 7:6
 

After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

The leopard speaks of the Greeks and is synonymous with the belly of brass in chapter 2. With only 35,000 troops, Alexander could strike quickly and was brilliant in strategy. The four heads represent the four generals who took over his empire after his death.

Daniel 7:7
 

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.

The fourth beast speaks of the Roman Empire and is synonymous with the legs of iron in chapter 2. Out of it, we see ten horns, synonymous with the ten toes of Daniel 2. The horns and toes speak of a confederation of ten nations coming out of the old Roman Empire.

Daniel 7:8
 

I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.

The little horn is synonymous with antichrist. Although there will be some kind of power struggle, he takes control of the ten-nation confederation. How? From a human perspective, he will be incredible. With the intellect of Thomas Jefferson, the leadership skills of Lincoln, the global strategy of Nixon, the oratorical skills of Churchill, the iron fist of Josef Stalin, the charisma of a Kennedy, he will be humanly impressive.

In other words, when antichrist shows up, he won’t be wearing a black cape and twirling his mustache. He will draw people to him like a magnet. Seven of the nations will immediately say, “Lead us.” Three will resist initially, but they will be overtaken ultimately.

Daniel 7:9–14
 

I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

It would have been of great comfort to the captive Jews in Babylon to know that a kingdom not of men but of God was coming that would never end.

Daniel 7:15–18
 

I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.

In chapter 2, we saw that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was of a huge image of a man with a head of gold, chest of silver, belly of brass, and legs of iron. Man’s perspective of world history and the governments that would come was stately, valuable, impressive. But here in chapter 7, we see God’s perspective of those same empires. They’re not gold, silver, brass, and iron but beasts.

Daniel 7:19–22
 

Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

Perhaps because it was the only one described as “exceeding dreadful,” Daniel asked for more instruction concerning the fourth beast.

Daniel 7:23, 24
 

Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.

The fourth kingdom, or Rome, is the one from which the little horn, or antichrist, will arise.

Daniel 7:25 (a)
 

And he shall speak great words against the most High…

Antichrist will be such a great orator that he will capture the imagination of the entire world.

Daniel 7:25 (b)
 

…and shall wear out the saints of the most High…

Who are these saints? In Revelation 12, we see who antichrist was against…

And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time… Revelation 12:13, 14 (a)


What is “a time, times, and half a time”? “A time” speaks of one year; “times” speaks of two years. Thus, this is three and one-half years. At the midpoint of the seven-year Tribulation period, antichrist will suddenly wage war against the Jews. When he first comes on the scene, he’ll win the approval of the entire world. But, after three and one-half years, he’ll show his true colors when he erects an image of himself in the temple and demands to be worshiped as God. God, however, will protect Israel by taking her to a place in the wilderness—most likely the rock city of Petra.

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. Revelation 13:7


The church already having been raptured, the saints mentioned here are the people of Israel as well as the Gentiles who will be saved during the Tribulation period.

Daniel 7:25 (c)
 

…and think to change times and laws…

During the French Revolution an attempt was made to do away with the seven-day week because of its religious implications and to institute a ten-day week in its place. Perhaps antichrist will make the same attempt.

Or perhaps this refers to the possibility that, although he knows the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, he thinks he can beat the rap and be victorious in the end.

Daniel 7:25 (d)
 

…and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.

Antichrist will be successful—but only for three and a half years.

Daniel 7:26, 27
 

But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

This world leader, this little horn, this big-time power is going down. All dominions shall serve Him—Jesus Christ. Oh, when will man understand this?

Inscribed on the United Nations building in New York City are these words…

…and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Isaiah 2:4 (b)


The problem is, the first part of the verse is omitted…

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people… Isaiah 2:4 (a)


They left out the fact that the Lord is the One who will bring peace. Man’s attempts at government are beastly at best. What does a beast do? He angers easily. He guards his territory ferociously. He sheds blood callously. You never see a group of bears marching to save the rabbits. What beasts want, they go after. They take whatever they can get. And they expand their territory whenever possible. That’s why God sees these empires as beasts. It’s a Person, not a program that will bring peace.

Man does not have the ability to rule himself. He’s sinful and corrupt to the core. But the Ancient of Days is coming. And a kingdom that is right and beautiful, true and equitable will follow.

Daniel 7:28
 

Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.

When he saw world history from God’s perspective, Daniel was troubled. But he kept the matter in his heart.

Chapter 8
 

As in chapter 7, the events of this chapter took place between chapters 4 and 5 during the right of Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, Belshazzar.

Daniel 8:1, 2
 

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.

The year was 551 B.C. Daniel was caught up in the Spirit and taken from Babylon to Shushan, or Susa, the capital city of Persia, or present-day Iran. Whether he was literally transported or simply there in spirit, a vision was given him concerning what would take place in the future.

Daniel 8:3
 

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.

Daniel saw a vision of a ram with two horns, one higher than the other. Verse 20 tells us this ram represents the Medes and the Persians. Indeed, nine years after Daniel had this vision, the Medes and the Persians, having formed an alliance, attacked Babylon and were victorious. The second horn grew stronger than the first because, although the Medes were initially more powerful, the Persians eventually became the stronger of the two.

Daniel 8:4
 

I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.

The Medes and Persians became invincible. No one could stop them—until another animal appears…

Daniel 8:5, 6
 

And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.

This he-goat moved so quickly that it appeared he didn’t touch the ground. The other unusual feature of his was the single horn coming from his forehead. Verse 21 tells us this he-goat symbolizes the Grecian empire. The “notable horn” is Alexander the Great.

The Medes and Persians ruled until 334 B.C., when suddenly Alexander the Great took 35,000 troops—a very small army—and struck them quickly and speedily. How could Alexander’s 35,000 defeat the million-man army of Xerxes? In our own history, we’ve seen this can be done through guerilla warfare.

Daniel 8:7, 8 (a)
 

And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very great…

After defeating Xerxes, Alexander went on and kept going south to Israel. When he neared Jerusalem, he was poised to annihilate it when the high priest met him outside of the city and showed him this passage, written two hundred years earlier. So convinced was Alexander that it spoke of him that he spared Jerusalem. The city was saved because the Word was shared.

He then went into Egypt and founded Alexandria, swept north into present-day Afghanistan, and then made a run into India. After conquering India, the he-goat went back to Babylon and established that city as his capital. At that point, realizing he had conquered the entire known world, he wept that there were no worlds left to conquer.

Daniel 8:8 (b)
 

…and when he was strong, the great horn was broken…

At the party he threw for all of his soldiers upon their return to Babylon, Alexander became drunk. He walked back to his residence in the rain and fell asleep in his damp clothes. Within three days, he died of pneumonia at the age of thirty-three.

Alexander was the epitome of what the world looks for in a leader. His father was Philip of Macedon, a brilliant general. As little Alexander watched his father, he grew bitterly jealous of his conquests. He complained to those around him that his father was going to conquer everything and leave nothing for Alexander to do. When he was thirteen years old, Philip realized his son was uniquely gifted so he brought in the finest scholar of the ancient world, a philosopher named Aristotle, to teach his son. He was then given a black horse so powerful that no other man could tame or ride him. Alexander was able to do both. Seeing his son upon his mighty horse, Bucephalus, Philip said, “My son, Macedonia is not worthy of you. Conquer a kingdom that is great.”

By the time he was twenty, Alexander had gained control of Greece. As he was conquering some of the rebellious areas north of Macedonia, hearing that the city of Thebes had the audacity to revolt against him, he went to Thebes, destroyed every building in the city, and killed every man, woman, and child except 30,000 whom he sold into slavery. At that point, everyone in Greece realized they dare not rebel against him no matter how long he was gone.

Alexander was a powerful man, a military genius. Yet he died broken and empty. I contrast him with another Man who also died at the age of thirty-three…

 
 
	Alexander was a man who made himself to be God.

	
Jesus, who was God, humbled Himself and became a man (Philippians 2:5–7).

	Unlike Alexander, Jesus was not in competition with His Father. Rather, Jesus was in submission to His Father. “I have come to do the will of Him that sent Me,” He said (see John 6:38). “I always do the things that please My Father,” He declared (see John 8:29).

	At the age of thirteen, Alexander was taught by Aristotle.

	 At the age of twelve, Jesus tutored the priests.

	Alexander shed the blood of millions for his own glorification.

	 Jesus shed His own blood for our salvation.

	Alexander rode a magnificent black stallion.

	 Jesus rode a lowly donkey.

	Alexander wiped out the city of Thebes and enslaved the rebels.

	
Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem and freed the sinners (John 8:11).

	“Friend, you must die,” Alexander said before killing a friend who he thought had made advances toward his wife.

	 “Friend, what seekest thou?” Jesus said to the one who would indeed betray Him.

	When Alexander died, his body was placed in a golden casket and moved from Babylon to Memphis, Egypt and finally to Alexandria, where a great monument was built to his memory.

	
When Jesus died, He was also moved from the place where He was buried—not to another burial place but up to heaven where He lives to make intercession for you and me (Hebrews 7:25).

	Alexander is simply a memory.

	 Jesus is the Messiah who is coming again.


 
 
Daniel 8:8 (c)
 

…and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.

Following Alexander’s death, his empire was split into four regions, each overseen by one of his four generals.

Daniel 8:9
 

And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.

Out of the four who had taken over Alexander’s empire, comes one who is called a “little horn.” “Little horn” expands his borders and moves toward a place called the “pleasant land,” the land that flows with milk and honey, Israel.

Daniel 8:10–12
 

And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.

This is exactly what happened in history. One of the four horns, the Seleucid family, controlled Babylon and Syria. Out of that family came a very infamous individual who the Bible calls “the little horn.” He is not the same little horn as the one in chapter 7. That little horn, which came out of the ten-nation confederation, is antichrist. This little horn comes out of the Seleucid family and is a picture, a foreshadowing, an illustration of antichrist. This little horn has already come.

From 175 to 164 B.C., this little horn, known as Antiochus came on the scene as the leader of Syria and Babylon. He called himself “Theos Epiphanes,” or “God Manifested.” Others called him “Antiochus Epiphanes” or “Antiochus the Shining One,” because he was ruling in the area of Antioch. The Jews, aware of this madman, called him “Antiochus Epinanes,” which means “Antiochus the Insane One.” They recognized he was deranged and history confirms this was true.

He began to expand his empire by conquering everything he set his eyes upon—including Israel. Such hatred did he have for the Jews that he demanded that all of the holy writings of the Jews be burned. Claiming to be God, he built a statue of himself and put it in the temple. When the Jews revolted, 40,000 were killed in a single day and perhaps a million more in the ensuing months. He then butchered a pig on the altar in the temple, smeared the blood on the walls, and forced the priests to drink the remainder. He was a cruel madman, a picture of antichrist himself.

Daniel 8:13, 14
 

Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

What are these 2,300 days? When Antiochus Epiphanes began his reign on September 6, 171 B.C., a man named Matthias in the village of Modine refused to give in to his pressure. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, he refused to submit. For this, he was killed—but he had five sons. These five sons, led by Judah, the oldest, were so incensed that, with guerilla tactics, they began attacking the soldiers of Antiochus. Others joined and the Maccabean Revolt was underway.

On December 25, 165 B.C., they drove Antiochus and his boys out of the land. Judah and his men then went into the temple, cleaned it from the defilements of Antiochus, and relit the candles. But there was only enough holy oil for one day. A new supply would take eight days to make. When they prayed that the oil would miraculously last, the Lord answered their prayer and the candles burned for the eight days until the new oil was ready. The commemoration of this event is called the Feast of Lights, or Hanukkah. September 6, 171 B.C.—when Antiochus came to power—to December 25, 165 B.C. is exactly 2,300 days.

Daniel 8:15–17
 

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.

Daniel was told that the vision of the ram with two horns, the goat with the single horn, and the little horn rising from the ten horns spoke not only of the time of Antiochus but of a later event yet to come. In other words, Antiochus is a foreshadow of antichrist.

Daniel 8:18–21
 

Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.

Here, the goat is identified as the symbol of the Grecian Empire.

Daniel 8:22
 

Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.

The four generals following Alexander wouldn’t be as powerful as he was.

Daniel 8:23
 

And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.

This speaks of both Antiochus and antichrist.

Daniel 8:24
 

And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.

Antichrist will perform a host of signs and wonders, but the power will actually be Satan’s.

Daniel 8:25 (a)
 

And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart…

Antichrist will claim to be God even as Antiochus Epiphanes did, even as Satan did in Isaiah 14 when pride filled his heart.

Daniel 8:25 (b)
 

…and by peace shall destroy many…

Initially, antichrist will come as a man of peace, solving the problems of the Middle East, solving the economic tensions in the world. But in the middle of the Tribulation, he’ll show his true colors. Three and a half years after he comes into power, blood will flow and heads will roll. According to 2 Thessalonians 2, when antichrist sets up his image and demands to be worshiped, anyone who doesn’t will be jeopardizing their own life.

Daniel 8:25 (c)
 

…he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

At the Battle of Armageddon, antichrist will have the audacity to wage war against Jesus Himself, but he’ll be broken apart from human help. Jesus doesn’t need our help. He’s going to take care of the enemy single-handedly.

Daniel 8:26, 27
 

And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king’s business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

Although the vision was so real to Daniel that it had a physical effect upon him, he didn’t understand its meaning. Maybe you can relate to this. Maybe you’re saying, “I don’t get it. Little horns and ten toes and brass bellies—I’m completely confused!” That’s okay. It will affect you just as it did Daniel. Whether or not you can identify the ten toes is not the point. God is saying in this book, “Wake up. We’re not playing a game here. We’re talking about eternal destiny, about friends and family going through the Tribulation unnecessarily, about suffering, persecution, and eternal damnation.”

As believers, we are in an important place as ambassadors of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). Therefore, like Daniel, we, too, must go about the King’s business. We can’t just cruise through Christianity going through a Bible study occasionally, praying sporadically, hoping things will work out eventually. We must be about the King’s business continually. Daniel rose up and did the King’s business. May that be said of us.

Chapter 9
 

The most important thing we can do in the service of our King is to become men and women of prayer. Here in chapter 9, we see a prayer of Daniel that the Holy Spirit preserved for us to study. Along with those recorded in Ezra 9 and Nehemiah 9, this is one of the three great prayer chapters of the Old Testament.

Daniel 9:1, 2
 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

Although Daniel was a seer, he was still a student. Although he was a prophet, he was still a pupil. That is, he was one who read the Word regularly and studied it carefully. Now, if Daniel was one given to reading and researching the Scriptures, how much more do I need to do the same.

Here, Daniel comes to the twenty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah and sees that Jeremiah foretold that Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians would carry the Jews into captivity. God allowed this because not only had they embraced idolatry but they had ignored God’s Word continually—specifically as it related to the Sabbath year.

You see, according to Leviticus 25, every seventh year, God’s people were to do no plowing or tilling of the ground. The land was to rest. We now know agriculturally and scientifically why this would be important. But they were simply to take it on faith. On the sixth year, the Lord would give them twice as much in order to see them through the seventh year. But for four hundred ninety years, they ignored that commandment. In other words, the land missed out on seventy years of rest. Therefore, the Lord told Jeremiah that His people would be carried away captive for seventy years. And while they were gone, the land would indeed rest.

Now the seventy years was up. So what did Daniel do? Jeremiah’s writings didn’t simply stimulate his curiosity but they moved him to activity—and that’s always the purpose of prophecy. After reading Jeremiah’s prophecy, Daniel was prompted to pray.

Many times, people don’t pray because they’re not studying or meditating on the Word. When they try to pray, they don’t know what to talk about. I have news for you: God is a great conversationalist and He initiates the conversation through His Word. That’s why reading the Bible is important and studying it is essential. As I read the Scriptures, I discover the things I should talk about in prayer.

Daniel 9:3
 

And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

After the prompting to prayer, we see the preparation for prayer. Daniel set his face, which speaks of determination. Sackcloth is a hairy garment, camel’s hair usually, turned inside out so the bristles of the camel continually rub against one’s skin. What was Daniel doing? He was showing he was serious in seeking the Lord.

Fasting is a way we can seek the Lord in seriousness. Fasting is an important tool in the Christian arsenal both in doing battle with the enemy and in seeking our Father and His blessings. All day long, we’re bombarded by advertising and noise. Not only are our senses bombarded, but our stomachs are constantly craving certain kinds of food. We’re stuffing ourselves with this, that, and the other. Fasting is a practical way of saying, “I’m not going to continue showering myself with physical sensations and stimuli. I’m going to slow it down.”

Physiologically, you actually become a clearer thinker when you’re fasting. Many tests confirm this. Fasting is good for us physically and helpful to us mentally. Fasting is not a way to score points with the Lord but an avenue to deny our flesh physically in order to concentrate on the spiritual realm with greater intensity. Fasting is not meant to prove something to God but to simply place ourselves in a position where we can hear Him more clearly.

As a teenager, Daniel understood the importance of the fast. Here he is now, at eighty-six years of age, still fasting.

Daniel 9:4
 

And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

After prompting and preparation, here we see the preface to Daniel’s prayer. He prefaces his prayer by remembering who he’s talking to. The Bible says we’re to enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise (Psalm 100:4) because as we reflect on the greatness of God, the problems that seemed so big to us shrink radically.

I encourage you to spend time prefacing your prayer by reflecting upon and remembering the greatness of God. After all, if He spans the universe in His hand, He can surely handle whatever challenges face you (Isaiah 48:13).

Daniel 9:5–15
 

We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him; Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

Here we see that a major portion of Daniel’s prayer is devoted to penitence. He realizes the problems the people of Israel were experiencing were not because God was cruel but because they were sinful.

When the judgments of God come down in the Tribulation period, the saints, angels, and elders in heaven say, “Righteous and true are Your judgments, O Lord” (Revelation 19:2). Not a single one says, “That’s not fair!” They say, “What You’re doing, Lord, is perfect.” So, if we desire to be a mature brother or sister, one of the keys is to recognize that God is right in all He does. The reason we’re in the mess we’re in is because of sin. It’s not God’s fault. He’s righteous and true in all He does.

“We’ve sinned,” Daniel says. And yet Daniel is one of the few men in all of the OT of whom no sin is recorded. That doesn’t mean he didn’t sin, but that he lived an incredibly impeccable life. Here, however, he identifies himself with the people around him.

Wouldn’t it be radical if we did that—if we really saw ourselves as one body? When you drop a hammer on your toe, the rest of the body doesn’t say, “What a jerk you are, toe.” No, the rest of the body immediately begins to aid the toe. The whole body gathers around the hurting member. But what do we in the body of Christ do? When someone drops the proverbial hammer, we find fault. That ought not to be.

If I’m finding fault with people, there’s a problem with me. Daniel, a truly righteous man, said, “We have sinned, Father,” and, in so doing, models linkage and covering.

Daniel 9:16–19
 

O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

After penitence in prayer, we see the petition by prayer. What does Daniel request? Mercy. The purpose of prayer is not primarily to move the hand of God but rather to hold the hand of God. People say that prayer changes things. The reality, however is, that prayer changes us. Here, Daniel is coming to a place where he’s saying, “I want to be in harmony with You, Father. I read in Jeremiah that our time here is almost over. I’m confessing our sins, Lord. I realize the jam we’re in is because we’re rebellious. So remember us, Lord.” He’s not commanding or ordering God to do something. He’s simply placing himself in harmony with the will of the Father. And that is what true prayer really is.

Don’t think you have to give God a reason to bless you. Approach Him solely on the basis of His mercy. Otherwise, Satan will quench the Spirit of prayer in you by saying you have no right to pray.

Daniel 9:20–22
 

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God; Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.

Finally, the perspective from prayer. Daniel was praying concerning the seventy-year captivity. But God sent Gabriel with a message that dealt with something much vaster—the entire history of the Jewish people prophetically.

This frequently happens in prayer. We come, concerned about a particular matter, but as we spend time in prayer, God shows us other things and ministers to us so deeply and intimately that we leave with an entirely different perspective. That’s why prayer is so important. Daniel went his way blown away by what he learned in the place of prayer.

Daniel’s entire prayer takes less than three minutes to read. Granted, Daniel was fasting. Given, he was intense with sackcloth and ashes. But I would encourage you to not think that, in order to receive revelation from the Lord and be impacted by Him, you need to pray for three hours.

The problem is, Satan comes to us and says, “All you have is five minutes? You really think God is going to meet you in five minutes?” So we commit to pray for an hour. But the hour never comes, or the alarm doesn’t go off, or we drift off. Therefore, I encourage you to commit to praying even five minutes. Set your face. Bow your knee. Approach God on the basis of His mercy—and watch how you will leave that place a changed individual.

Daniel 9:23, 24 (a)
 

At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city…

The word “week” in Hebrew is heptad. Like a decade that means ten or a dozen that means twelve, heptad means seven. It could speak of seven days, seven weeks, or seven years. Here, as is frequently the case throughout the Bible, the heptad refers to seven years. How do we know? There is a principle of Bible interpretation called the Principle of First Mention. That is, if you want to know the meaning of any given term, go to the first place it is mentioned in the Bible and there you will find a key. In Genesis 29, we see the first time heptad is used.

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. Genesis 29:20


The story is of Jacob, who fell in love with Rachel. Her father, Laban, said to Jacob, “Work for me seven years, and I’ll let you have her.” At the end of seven years, the wedding ceremony took place. According to custom, the bride was veiled. But when Jacob awoke the next morning, he was shocked to find that he had married Rachel’s older sister, Leah.

“Laban, I worked seven years for Rachel,” Jacob protested.

“We have a custom that the older daughter always gets married first,” Laban said. “But if you work for me for seven more years, I’ll throw Rachel in.”

So Jacob worked seven more years for Rachel.

And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. Genesis 29:26–28


When Laban said, “Fulfill her week,” the word used is heptad. Laban wasn’t talking about seven days. He was talking about a “week” of seven years.

Daniel 9:24 (b)
 

…to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

Seventy weeks are determined upon Israel to finish—or literally to restrain—transgression. That is, Satan—the one who causes transgression—will be restrained. After seventy weeks, sin will end. There will also be reconciliation for iniquity and everlasting righteousness. The vision and prophecy will be sealed and the most Holy anointed. In other words, the message to Daniel was, “Daniel, good things are going to happen at the end of seventy weeks, or four hundred ninety years. Iniquity will be forgiven. Prophecy will be fulfilled. The most Holy One, Jesus Christ, will be anointed and received as King.”

Daniel 9:25
 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

Daniel was told that sixty-nine weeks—or four hundred eighty-three years—would pass between the time the command to rebuild Jerusalem was given and Messiah would come. Why is there a division between seven weeks and sixty-two weeks? We see the answer in Nehemiah. Don’t forget, the Jews were in captivity in Babylon. Jerusalem was lying in ruins. On March 14, 445 B.C., the command was given the Jews to go back home, to rebuild Jerusalem, and restore the temple. Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah and others began to lead groups of Jews out of captivity and back to Jerusalem to restore and rebuild the city. How long did it take to rebuild the city? Forty-nine years. That’s why there are seven weeks followed by sixty-two additional weeks.

If you begin at March 14, 445 B.C. and use the Jewish calendar of three hundred sixty days per year, sixty-nine weeks, or four hundred eighty-three years, brings you to April 6, A.D. 32. What happened on that day? Messiah came riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, offering Himself to be the King of Israel. At first they welcomed Him, waving palm branches and saying, “Hosanna in the highest. Save now. Be our King!”

But within days, the fickle crowd said, “We will not have this Man rule over us. Away with Him. Crucify Him.”

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!… Luke 19:41, 42 (a)


“Jerusalem,” Jesus said, “you should have known that this is your day! Oh, the peace that would be possible if I were your King.” But they didn’t know it was their day because they didn’t know Bible prophecy. And Jesus wept.

Daniel 9:26 (a)
 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself…

Messiah will come. And yet He will be cut off. He’ll be killed—but not for Himself. Indeed, He who knew no sin was made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God through Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus died for our sins. Messiah came, was rejected by Israel, was cut off for our sins—exactly as the prophet declared.

Daniel 9:26 (b), 27 (a)
 

…and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week…

After sixty-nine weeks Messiah came. But there’s still one week left. The history of Israel consists of seventy weeks. Therefore, one seven-year period remains to be unfolded. At that time, the prince of the people, antichrist—a charismatic, influential, intelligent world leader—will appear on the scene. And the people will say, “You’re the one we want to lead us.”

Daniel 9:27 (b)
 

…and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Antichrist will come on the scene and negotiate a treaty. He’ll solve the Middle East problem ingeniously, including a way that the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem.

“But isn’t there a mosque on the temple mount?” you ask.

Archaeological discoveries in recent years have unmistakably confirmed that the temple was a little bit north of the Dome of the Rock Mosque. And, interestingly enough, the space where it sat is blank. The Dome of the Rock Mosque sits in the outer court of the old temple. The outer court of the temple was the area where Gentiles could come.

Orthodox Jews today say they will recognize Messiah as the One who rebuilds the temple. Antichrist will do just that. But in the middle of his seven-year treaty, his true colors will show. He’ll go into the temple, cause the sacrifices to cease, and set up an image of either himself or Zeus and demand it be worshiped. Matthew 24 calls this “the abomination of desolation.” When this happens, the Jews will say, “What have we done?” And, realizing the Jews are no longer going along with his program, antichrist will wage war against Israel.

For three and one-half years, hell will literally break loose on this planet. Finally, at the end of the seven-year Tribulation—or Daniel’s seventieth week—Jesus will come back to rule and reign on this earth. Thus, with the seventy weeks completed, there will be an end to sin, a beginning of everlasting rightness, and the Most Holy will be anointed.

We have already seen the first sixty-nine weeks come to pass historically. When will Daniel’s seventieth week begin? It could begin anytime.

But before it does, Jesus will call us up to heaven in the Rapture. For seven years, we’ll be in heaven, getting to know Him. The church was not in Daniel’s first sixty-nine weeks, so neither shall she be in Daniel’s seventieth week. That’s why Jeremiah calls the Tribulation the time of Jacob’s trouble (30:7). What separates Daniel’s sixty-ninth week from the seventieth? It’s the period of time known as the church age. In A.D. 70, when the temple was destroyed and the Jews were scattered, the prophetic clock stopped ticking. But in May, 1948, when Israel became a nation once again, the prophetic clock started ticking as well.

What does this mean for us personally? So often I come to the Lord talking about some sort of seventy-year activity. But I end up leaving my time of prayer with an entirely different perspective on eternity. I was concerned about why this person doesn’t like me, or why this job didn’t work out for me, or why my bill didn’t get paid on time. But the Lord says, “I want to talk to you about heaven, about eternity.” That’s why reading the Bible and praying are so important. We need to be reminded of the big picture. Eternity will be here before we know it.

Chapter 10
 

Daniel 10:1–3
 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision. In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.

Here, we see Daniel fasting and pressing in to God’s presence. Keep in mind Daniel at this point is at least eighty-five years old. If there was ever a time a person could say, “I deserve a break,” it would have been Daniel. After all, he had been praying three times a day for years. He had been cast into the lions’ den. He had interpreted dreams and visions under intense pressure. If ever there was a time to relax, it would be now. But Daniel didn’t do this. At this time, he launches into another fast. For three full weeks, he sought the Lord with intensity. His was a partial fast—no pastries, no meat, no wine. Fasting can take on that form, as well. Fasting can be for varied lengths of time and from varied types of food.

Daniel 10:4–6
 

And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel; Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.

As he fasted and prayed, Daniel saw an appearance of the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ. His vision compares with those recorded in Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 1.

Daniel 10:7
 

And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

You visionaries, you Daniels, please understand this: Revelation will often bring isolation. That is, when the Lord begins to reveal Himself to you because you are truly seeking Him, others will wonder about you and perhaps even flee from you. They won’t see the same vision. Oh, they’ll feel the effects. They’ll feel the quaking of your life changing—but they won’t see the vision.

Daniel 10:8 (a)
 

Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision…

Revelation not only sometimes results in isolation but often requires isolation. When did Daniel see the vision? When he was left alone. When John received the Book of Revelation, he was all alone on the island of Patmos. Thus, the Lord was free to make Himself known to John. The same is true with us. Oftentimes, friends and family just won’t be there for us because the Lord wants to deal with us.

Daniel 10:8 (b), 9
 

…and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground.

Daniel saw the Lord, heard the voice of the Lord, and fell down before the Lord.

Daniel 10:10
 

And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands.

As we will see, this is an angel. As seen in 1 Corinthians 11, the early church was very sensitive to the angelic presence. There are angels in our midst, as well. Hebrews 13:2 says we actually talk with angels, but are unaware of it.

Daniel 10:11, 12
 

And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.

“The first day you prayed, your words were heard,” the angel told Daniel. Then why was there no answer for twenty-one days? Why does God delay answers to prayer?

God can answer prayer directly and immediately. Or He can deny the prayer in His sovereignty, knowing what we ask for will be detrimental or He can delay the answer. Why does the Lord delay answers to prayer? Oftentimes, the Lord just wants us to spend time with Him and He knows that if we come cruising into His presence and get what we want immediately, we’ll grab the goods and run away quickly. Therefore, oftentimes, I believe the Father says, “It’s nice to see you again. Slow down. Don’t rush off.”

Sometimes, answers to prayer are delayed because God wants us to think through what it is we really want from Him. I remember when my kids were little, every Christmas they gave me wish lists consisting of everything they saw on television, heard about from other kids, and saw in toy catalogues. How did I know what they really wanted? As Christmas got closer, the lists became condensed as they were able to determine the things they really wanted to see under the tree. I believe the same is true with prayer. We come with a torrent of thoughts, ideas, and requests, but sometimes the Lord delays the answer as if to say, “What do you really want?” It’s not that He doesn’t know. It’s that He wants us to discover that which is truly on our own hearts.

Answers to prayer can be delayed because the Lord wants us to spend time with Him, because He wants us to recognize what it is we truly seek—or because of demonic spiritual forces. Such was the case with Daniel…

Daniel 10:13
 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.

In Ephesians 6, we read that we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places. There are angels, yes. But there are also demons. And they are very real. They’re apparently highly organized into principalities, powers, rulers, and spiritual wickedness in high places. The Bible seems to teach that countries have specific demons that oversee or undermine them. Here, the angel says to Daniel, “The day you prayed, I was sent, but I was intercepted by the prince of Persia and for twenty-one days I wrestled with him.” That is, the demon who oversees Persia, or present-day Iran, intercepted him and kept him from coming until Michael, the archangel of God, came to reinforce this angel and free him from the grasp of the prince of Persia.

Thus, the answer to prayer was hung up in a heavenly conflict. What would happen had Daniel quit praying after eighteen days? I believe the answer would never have come. He had to pray through. There are demons at work, gang. We are not wrestling against people, against flesh and blood. It’s not your boss’s personality, your husband’s insensitivity, or your wife’s inadequacies that are irritating you. Rather, there are demons in place that are causing all kinds of irritations, improper evaluations, and very real frustrations. If you’re wrestling against people, you’re fighting the wrong battle. It’s the demons you need to war against, not flesh and blood.

James tells us that we have not because we ask not (4:2). In the original text, it’s clear that Jesus taught us to keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking (Matthew 7:7). Part of the reason we’re taught to keep praying is because there is a war going on that, although we don’t see it with our eyes, we feel its effects. If we give up in prayer, much of the blessing and release that would have come our way won’t make it. Daniel discovered this.

Daniel 10:14–19
 

Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days. And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

Once again, feeling the effect of the vision, his strength sapped, an angel comes and tells Daniel to be strong, to not be afraid, that he is greatly loved.

“No wonder an angel came to Daniel,” you might say. “He was a great man, loved by God. But me? I’m weak. I struggle. The Lord would never speak to me or be able to use me.” But check this out: the same angel ministering to Daniel, a messenger angel known as Gabriel, later came to Mary and said, “Hail, thou that art highly favored, or literally greatly loved.” Then he shared with her how she was chosen among all women to bring forth the Christ child (Luke 1). Charitoo, the Greek word translated “highly favored,” appears only one other place in the New Testament…

To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. Ephesians 1:6


The same word spoken to Daniel and to Mary is spoken concerning you. This means you’re loved every bit as much as Daniel. You’re favored every bit as much as Mary. Because you are in Christ, He’ll come to you and use you as surely as He did them.

Daniel 10:20, 21
 

Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.

“The battle isn’t over,” the angel says. “I’m here to share with you, Daniel, but now I have to go back because the battle goes on.” The war isn’t over, gang. It continues in the heavenly arena. Therefore, like Gabriel, like Daniel, we cannot afford to kick back, to take it easy. Why? I suggest three reasons…

Because of our country. Daniel loved his country. The first year Cyrus became king, he told the Jews in captivity to go home, to rebuild their city and temple. But, as Ezra records, only about 49,000 people—a handful—went back. The rest were comfortable in Babylon. They wondered why they should go back and rebuild the temple when they could kick back and be comfortable in Babylon. Oh, initially it was hard there, but as the years went on, Babylon began to feel like home. And, seeing the people comfortable in carnality broke Daniel’s heart.

I wonder what the Lord sees in American Christianity. “Why should I worry about going to prayer meeting Wednesday night?” we ask. “Why should I worry about fasting like I used to?” Daniel loved his country and yet he saw so few who were interested in restoring the nation. So, as an eighty-five-year-old man, he said, “I’ll fast and pray on behalf of these people who have grown so comfortable.”

The Lord didn’t say, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and vote, I will heal their land.” Nor did He say, “If My people will humble themselves and petition, I will heal their land.” He said, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14, italics added). If you’re a true patriot, be a prayer warrior. There’s a battle raging and it must be fought in prayer constantly.

We can’t afford to kick back because of our families. Satan never has a good day. Demons never let up—and they will go after our kids if they see they are vulnerable. Job, the most righteous man on the face of the earth in his day, rose early each morning and offered sacrifice on behalf of each of his kids. He knew his kids were being pressured, so he would rise daily, sacrifice, and intercede. Job knew God. He understood spiritual reality. And he knew he couldn’t afford to cruise.

Satan is a roaring lion. Therefore, if you love your kids, parents, you can’t kick back, pray occasionally, and go to church sporadically. Your kids will be eaten up. You’re a priest in the home, Dad. You’re a covering, Mom. Don’t take it easy or your kids will pay the price.

Finally, if you kick back, you are asking for real trouble personally because in so doing, you make yourself an easy target.

Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God. Deuteronomy 25:17, 18


The Amalekites attacked God’s people constantly as they journeyed through the wilderness. Who did the Amalekites pick off? Not the people in the front, but those in the back, those who lagged behind and were “cool” about spiritual things. You might not care about your country. You might not have a family. But if you have a kick-back kind of Christianity, you’ll get picked off personally. The front lines aren’t where the casualties are. It’s when you start dropping back in your intensity, when you start giving up in your ministry that you are in danger of being devoured.

“If God is so good and so powerful, why doesn’t He just wipe out the demons that attack us?” you ask. He will eventually, but they are actually serving a purpose presently. Think of it this way: If I see someone at the YMCA working hard lifting weights and take them from him, I am actually doing him a disservice. It is the lifting that gives the strength. And that’s the purpose the enemy is fulfilling. Yes, he causes things to get heavy. But the Lord uses him as a weight to strengthen us, to teach us how to press in and be strong. Our Father knows we’ll need strength and stamina, experience and endurance for what’s ahead, so He allows us to struggle. He’ll never give us more than we can handle (1 Corinthians 10:13), but He will allow us to struggle in order to gain spiritual stamina.

Therefore, embrace the struggle and keep going. Become a Daniel. Even when you’re eighty-five years old, keep with your devotional life, your spiritual discipline, your studying, and prayer. Don’t forsake assembling with other believers (Hebrews 10:25). Don’t become a Babylonian, caught up in your business, hobbies, or house. Instead, say, “I will continue on because there’s too much at stake.”

Lord, by Your grace, keep us going.

Chapter 11
 

In chapter 11, we come to the message Gabriel brought Daniel, after Daniel wrestled in prayer for twenty-one days. It’s a bird’s-eye view—prophetically for Daniel and historically for us—of the events that happen in the Middle East. Scholars have tabulated one hundred thirty-five specific prophecies given in chapter 11, all fulfilled to the most minute detail.

Daniel 11:1, 2
 

Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him. And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia.

At this point in Daniel’s life, the Babylonians have been overthrown by the Medes and Persians. Now the Persians are in power. And the angel says, “Three Persians are in power. Three kings are going to come in a row and the fourth one shall be richer than the rest and will stir up the entire kingdom against Greece.” That’s exactly what happened. The fourth king was Xerxes—and he was determined to wipe out Greece. With his vast wealth, he spent four years raising an army of two and a half million men. It took seven days to march the men across boats that acted as a bridge from the land mass across the Aegean Sea into the region of Greece. The battle was the bloodiest battle in history as the Greeks fought against Xerxes and his two and a half million men. And, although the Greeks lost, the army of Xerxes was decimated.

For the next one hundred fifty-plus years, the Greeks waited to take revenge.

Daniel 11:3, 4
 

And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.

One hundred fifty years later, a mighty king did indeed arise by the name of Alexander. He took all of the anger and revenge that the Greeks were feeling and began to conquer. By the time he was thirty-three, he had conquered the entire known world. But he died of pneumonia shortly thereafter. Following his death, his son didn’t take over the kingdom, but it was divided between four of his generals. And now as the story unfolds, we’ll focus on two areas taken over by two of Alexander’s generals: the families of the Seleucids and the Ptolemys. The Seleucids were in Syria, directly north of Israel. The Ptolemys were in Egypt, directly below Israel. Why are these two kingdoms of the four singled out? Because they surrounded Israel.

Daniel 11:5, 6
 

And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion. And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king’s daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times.

Rather than fight the Syrians, Ptolemy proposed that they form an alliance. “I have a daughter,” he said to Antiochus in Syria. “Marry her and that will make us one big family like Alexander wanted us to be.”

“I can’t,” Antiochus said. “I’m married.”

“Dump her,” Ptolemy said.

Antiochus agreed. The wedding took place—but soon after that, Ptolemy died and Antiochus decided he wanted his first wife back. She returned to him—only to stab him in the back before killing Ptolemy’s daughter and their child, as well.

Daniel 11:7–9
 

But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail: And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north. So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land.

Enraged by what had happened to his sister, Ptolemy’s son, Ptolemy III gathered an army, marched through Israel, and did in the Syrians. And while he was there, he rescued 2,500 gods the Syrians had stolen from the Egyptians years earlier.

Daniel 11:10
 

But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

In response to the Egyptian invasion, Antiochus III launched a counterattack against Egypt and, in the process, claimed Israel as part of his empire.

Daniel 11:11–14
 

And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his hand. And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it. For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches. And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.

Back and forth the battle went, now centering in Israel. Finally Antiochus V came on the scene, determined to solve the problem once and for all. So he persuaded the Greeks to join him in invading Egypt once again.

Daniel 11:15–17
 

So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand. But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed. He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

As tensions began to ease, Antiochus said to the house of Ptolemy, “I’ve got a beautiful daughter. You have a son. I’ll ship my daughter down to you in Egypt. She’ll hang out there, wait for your son to grow up, and then they can be married.” What he was really after, however, was to place his daughter inside the palace of the Ptolemys to act as a spy. The woman’s name? Cleopatra. It was a good idea—until Cleopatra actually fell in love and refused to spy on the house of Ptolemy.

Daniel 11:18
 

After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.

Antiochus then turned his face toward the Greek isles, determined to conquer them. But when he went north to vent his frustration by conquering the Greek islands, he came into contact with the emerging Roman Empire, which kept him from carrying out his plan.

Daniel 11:19, 20
 

Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found. Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.

He turned back to his own land and died inside the temple of one of his gods. The problem is, all of his military ventures had taken a tremendous toll on the country north. They had a huge deficit. So in 187 B.C., the next Antiochus announced that he would send 1,000 tax collectors throughout the Syrian empire to tax the people. But someone slipped some poisonous mushrooms into his dinner and he died. All of this sets the stage for the remainder of the chapter.

The year is 175 B.C. Out of these two groups of people, one individual emerges: Antiochus Epiphanes—a very important person prophetically, for he is a picture, a foreshadowing of one who is even more vile: antichrist.

Daniel 11:21, 22
 

And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.

In 175 B.C., Antiochus Epiphanes, a great public orator, appeared on the scene and, with great trickery and flattery, seduced the people into acknowledging that he was the rightful king—not only of Syria, but of Israel as well. And when he came to power, he overthrew the legitimate high priest and put his own false priesthood in place.

Daniel 11:23, 24
 

And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people. He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.

Edom, Moab, all of Palestine, into Syria—Antiochus took control of the “fattest” or richest real estate.

Daniel 11:25, 26
 

And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him. Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.

When he waged war against the Egyptians, Antiochus renewed the old rivalry but did it with treachery by tricking some of the servants of Ptolemy to turn against their king. Thus, the king of the south was betrayed by his own people.

Daniel 11:27, 28
 

And both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed. Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.

The Egyptians knew they’d been had. Although they came to the peace table and set up peace agreements with Syria, they were lying through their teeth.

Daniel 11:29, 30
 

At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter. For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.

Years passed and Antiochus decided to make another military venture into Egypt. The ships of Chittim, or Cypress, were Roman galleys that prevented Antiochus from advancing. History tells us that the Roman soldiers actually draw a line in the sand and said, “Step over that line toward Egypt and you’re dead.”

Daniel 11:31
 

And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.

Prevented from going to Egypt, in his frustration and anger, Antiochus headed north—right into Jerusalem, where he vented his anger on the Jews. Upon his arrival, 40,000 were killed. By the time his anger was vented, 100,000 had been slaughtered. Then came the “abomination of desolation”—when he went into the temple, killed a pig on the altar, smeared the blood on the walls of the temple, and demanded the remainder be drunk by the Jewish priests. Then he erected a statue of either Zeus or himself and demanded that it be worshiped. It was a sickening scene. That’s why the Jews called him not Antiochus Epiphanes, or “Antiochus the Shining One,” but Antiochus Epinanes, or “Antiochus the Madman.” Indeed, along with Caesar, Nero, and Hitler, he is one of the most insane rulers in history.

Daniel 11:32
 

And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

At this point, 170 B.C., the Jews were devastated by the holocaust of Antiochus. Yet there was one family who decided to stand up to the madman. A man named Judah and his brothers—known as the Maccabees, launched a guerilla war against Antiochus that lasted until 165 B.C.—when they overthrew the Syrians and threw them out of Jerusalem.

No matter how big the enemy might be, how dark the day might seem, how large the battle might loom, the people that truly know their God will be strong and do exploits because they realize that, if God be for them, who can be against them? (Romans 8:31). The gutsiest people in the world are believers who know their God, who don’t back down or give up in the face of challenge, but who simply say, “I know the Lord is with me and no matter how dark the day might be, I’m going to continue doing what He’s called me to do.”

That’s why we study the Word—that we might know God and do great exploits.

Daniel 11:33–35
 

And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

Verses 2 through 34 chronicle four hundred seventy consecutive years of Jewish history. Suddenly, verse 35 leapfrogs over centuries. Why? Because the first thirty-two verses speak of Daniel’s sixty-nine weeks, while verse 35 speaks of Daniel’s seventieth week. In between verses 34 and 35 is the church age. When the church age is over, when the believers are raptured, Daniel’s seventieth week—the time of the Tribulation—dawns. That’s why Daniel jumps from Antiochus Epiphanes to the end times yet to come. Antiochus Epiphanes was part of the first sixty-nine weeks. Now we go to the seventieth week, where one even more vile than he comes on the scene. His name is antichrist…

Daniel 11:36 (a)
 

And the king shall do according to his will…

Just like Lucifer who said, “I will be like God,” which caused him to be cast from heaven and become Satan (Isaiah 14:14), antichrist, who is filled with Satan does according to his own will. Contrast this with Jesus who prayed, “Not My will, but Thy will be done” (Luke 22:42).

Daniel 11:36 (b)
 

…and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god…

Again, contrast antichrist, exalting and magnifying Himself, with Jesus who, although He was equal with God humbled Himself and made Himself of no reputation (Philippians 2:7, 8).

Daniel 11:36 (c)
 

…and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods…

Antichrist will speak so powerfully that he’ll make Adolf Hitler and Winston Churchill look like stammerers. He’ll inspire the entire world to turn against the true and living God.

Daniel 11:36 (d)
 

…and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.

The world will rally around this coming world leader, this great orator, this magnetic individual—and he’ll prosper.

Daniel 11:37 (a)
 

Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers…

This verse is the reason most Bible teachers believe that although he’s living in Europe, antichrist will be of Jewish heritage.

Daniel 11:37 (b)
 

…nor the desire of women…

Antichrist will very possibly be homosexual.

Daniel 11:37 (c)
 

…nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.

Antichrist will be his own god. Like antichrist, people who are atheists worship the dumbest god of them all: themselves. “I will worship only that I can understand and comprehend,” they say. And in so saying, they worship their own intellects.

Daniel 11:38
 

But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

The one god antichrist will honor is the god of military might—but it is an expensive god, indeed.

Daniel 11:39
 

Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.

Antichrist will use his god of military might to dominate the world. Initially, he depended on his charisma, flattery, and talk of peace. But now he begins to flex his military muscle.

Daniel 11:40 (a)
 

And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him…

The Egyptians and Arabs will begin to wage war against antichrist in the middle of the Tribulation period.

Daniel 11:40 (b)
 

…and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

From Ezekiel 37–39, we know that the king of the north refers not to the Syrians but to the Russians.

Daniel 11:41 (a)
 

He shall enter also into the glorious land…

The glorious land is the same as the pleasant land in Daniel 8:9. It’s Israel.

Daniel 11:41 (b)–44 (a)
 

…and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him…

In Ezekiel 38 and 39, we see the Russians coming before the Tribulation unfolds. Here, they have regrouped. At least three and a half years have gone by, and they’re coming down to Israel again. At this point, antichrist is troubled because out of the east, he hears tidings. Revelation 9 tells us those tidings are that the king of the east is coming with an army of two hundred million men. When Revelation was written John must have thought he heard wrong. But in the 1960s, Radio Peking announced that China had established a militia of two hundred million men. Suddenly, people who were studying prophecy took notice. Here, we see not only the Russians and the Arabs pinching antichrist, but the Chinese, as well. No wonder antichrist is troubled. He sees his world empire collapsing.

Daniel 11:44 (b)
 

…therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.

Although antichrist lashes out at the world indiscriminately, his anger will be particularly directed toward the Jews.

Daniel 11:45
 

And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

Antichrist will make his headquarters in a valley called Megiddo, where the final battle will unfold. As the armies of the world converge to destroy him, no one will help him. He has his munitions—but it could be that they are rendered inoperable by advanced technology. When things get down to the end time, will all of the computer-based weaponry be scrambled? With sophisticated weapons useless will soldiers be reduced to using horses and swords? Maybe not—but I think it’s a possibility.

We do know that right when it looks like the whole world—particularly Israel—will be devastated at Armageddon, Jesus will come back. Suddenly, all these armies will stop fighting each other and start firing at the Lord.

Needless to say, they won’t have a prayer.

Chapter 12
 

Historians tell us that, since 650 B.C., there have been 1,656 arms races between two major empires. Of those, all but sixteen ended in a war between those two empires. The sixteen that didn’t end in war were because the race caused the countries to collapse economically and fall from world power. Secular, military history doesn’t give a lot of hope for peace in the future. And Bible prophecy says the same thing. There are going to be some heavy-duty conflicts ahead.

These battles will culminate in Israel at the Battle of Armageddon. Antichrist will consolidate his power but will find himself very unpopular. And the king of the east will march with two hundred million men across the Asian land mass down to the valley of Megiddo. The Russians from the north will come down. The king of the south—the Egyptian and Arab countries—will consolidate their countries and move north. Thus, antichrist, who will make his capital in Jerusalem, will be boxed in with nothing to do but await the battle.

The vision of chapters 10 and 11 continues in chapter 12…

Daniel 12:1 (a)
 

And at that time…

As seen in chapter 11, this refers to the Tribulation period, the time of antichrist.

Daniel 12:1 (b)
 

…shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people…

Michael is one of only two named angels in the Bible. The other is Gabriel. As seen in chapter 10, Gabriel is the messenger angel. Michael is the archangel who is always linked with Israel. It seems as though the forces of hell are organized very carefully with demonic princes over specific nations and regions. There are angelic beings over certain regions and Michael is the archangel, the “Four-Star General” overseeing Israel.

Daniel 12:1 (c)
 

…and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time…

When Michael stands up, there will be trouble. In Revelation 12, we see what happens when Michael stands up and why it causes such difficulty…

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. Revelation 12:7–11


In Revelation 12, we see what Daniel 12 is talking about. That is, in the middle of the Tribulation—the seven-year period when antichrist is on the scene, when we, as Christians, are in heaven with Jesus Christ and the world is going through a series of judgments, in the middle of the Tribulation—Satan is cast out of heaven.

“I thought Satan lived in hell,” you say.

Not yet. From Job 1, we know that Satan roams the earth and has access to heaven. What does he do there? Revelation 12 and Job 1 tell us he accuses the brethren—us. But 1 John 2 tells us that we have an Advocate in Jesus Christ. Satan is the prosecuting attorney who brings charges against us, but Jesus is our defense Lawyer who says, “I object, Father. They are believers in Me and My blood has cleansed them.” And God dismisses the case for lack of evidence. I would think Satan would tire of losing case after case. But he’s a tireless enemy, accusing day and night.

There’s coming a time, however, when he will be disbarred and thrown out of court forever. Michael will cast him out and no longer will he have access into heaven.

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. Revelation 12:12, 13


The woman referred to here is Israel. The man child is Jesus Christ.

And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17


When Michael, the archangel, kicks Satan out of heaven, Satan will come to earth and take out his frustration on Israel and the Tribulation believers. That is why Jesus said in Matthew 24:22 that, unless the days were shortened, all flesh would be destroyed. It’s literally going to be hell on earth.

Daniel 12:1 (d)
 

…and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

A remnant of Jews will be miraculously and beautifully delivered, brought into the wilderness—very possibly the rock city of Petra—where they will be preserved from antichrist and the wrath of Satan.

Daniel 12:2
 

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

In the Tribulation—with Satan cast out of heaven, with brutal times taking place on earth—there is a resurrection. This speaks directly of Israel. Revelation 20 sheds more light on this…, now there’s a resurrection.

Revelation 20 speaks of two resurrections. The first speaks of those who didn’t take the mark of the beast but embraced the Lord and submitted to His Word. In other words, it speaks of those who are saved during the Tribulation period. Many will read books, remember sermons, remember the witness we gave and will be saved. In addition, an angel will fly across the sky preaching the everlasting gospel, 144,000 Jewish evangelists will be preaching, and two witnesses—perhaps Elijah and Moses back from the dead—will perform miracles. A lot of evangelism will happen in the Tribulation period before Jesus comes again. And I believe multiplied millions will realize Jesus is Lord—but it will cost them. Revelation 20 tells us they will be beheaded. So, if you’re not yet a believer, don’t lose your head—use it! Get saved now!

At the end of the Tribulation, right before the thousand years of peace, those who were killed in the Tribulation will be resurrected. That’s the first resurrection. Then, after the thousand years of peace is over, when the Millennium is completed, the second resurrection takes place when the unrighteous are resurrected. At the great white throne judgment, they’ll stand before the Lord as the books of all they’ve ever thought, done, and said will be opened. At that time, no one will be able to say, “I deserve to be in heaven.” Their own works, words, and motives will prove otherwise.

Daniel 12:3
 

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

Be wise. In light of what’s happening prophetically, we should be motivated to be soul-winners, to evangelize, to share the good news. Prophecy is not meant to titillate our curiosity. It’s meant to motivate us to activity. If you are wise, if you want to experience the full capacity of what God intends for you in ages to come, be a soul-winner. Turn people to righteousness. Turn them to Jesus Christ and you’ll shine forever and ever.

For topical study of Daniel 12:3, see “Sharing and Shining.” 

Daniel 12:4 (a)
 

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end…

“Daniel, these things aren’t going to make sense until the end times,” the angel tells Daniel.

Daniel 12:4 (b)
 

…many shall run to and fro…

Because the phrase, “to and fro,” is an idiom for world travel, on the basis of this verse, Sir Isaac Newton, one of the most brilliant men in history and also a wonderful believer, deduced that if Daniel’s words were literally true, if man would be able to travel throughout the world, he would have to be able to travel at fifty miles per hour. Voltaire, a contemporary and an atheist said, “That doddering fool. Every scientist knows that if man traveled over thirty miles per hour, his heart would stop.”

Daniel 12:4 (c)
 

…and knowledge shall be increased.

Knowledge shall indeed be increased. Eighty-five percent of all scientists who have ever lived are alive today. Three thousand pages of scientific and technological information are being printed every second. To try and keep up with this information explosion is impossible. We know the end is coming because people are traveling the globe and knowledge is exploding.

Daniel 12:5–7
 

Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.

From the time antichrist sets up his image in the temple and makes people worship it, there will be three and a half years left until Jesus comes back.

Daniel 12:8–10
 

And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

“Daniel, go your way. Seal up this prophecy. The wicked will keep on behaving wickedly. The righteous will behave rightly. And the wise will understand at the right time. But Daniel, shut the book. It’s not for your day,” the angel said.

Compare this with what John was told concerning the revelation he received…

And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. Revelation 22:10, 11


John was also told that the unjust will be unjust, the filthy will be filthy, and that the righteous will be moving into more rightness. But Daniel was told to seal the book while John was told not to seal the book. Why? We live in a day when Daniel is no longer an impossible book to understand because so much of it has already come to pass. Therefore, the Book of Revelation is opened to us because the Book of Daniel provides the key.

In your own Bible reading, there might be many things you read that you don’t understand. The dietary regulations of Deuteronomy, for example, might be a mystery to you. So you wonder why you should even read about them. But there will come a time in your own pilgrimage, in your own walk when those things will begin to make sense. You’ll read in the New Testament about the kinds of things we should be taking in and thinking on, staying away from certain activities and meditating on others—and you’ll begin to make connections between them and the regulations in Deuteronomy. If you’re not reading the Bible consistently, you’ll never make those connections. But if you’re reading consistently—even if you don’t understand what you’re reading today—there will come a time a year or two or five down the road, when it all makes sense. Even though it might be sealed up today, even though you might not understand it now, there will come a time when you hear the words, “Seal not up the book. The time is at hand. I’m going to show you how this applies to your life.”

Keep reading—even though you’re not fully understanding. The Holy Spirit will honor you for having that information and He’ll begin to make application.

Daniel 12:11
 

And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.

Three and a half years is 1,260 days. Why, then, if the second half of the Tribulation is over after 1,260 days, is it 1,290 days before the abomination of desolation—the image antichrist placed in the temple—is taken away? Why is there a thirty-day lapse between when Jesus Christ comes back and the image is removed? I don’t know. I suggest to you, however, that this gives time for what Ezekiel 20 and Matthew 25 speak of—the regathering of all the Jews who have been scattered under antichrist’s persecution and the judging of all the nations that survive the Tribulation. Every nation shall be judged to see if they are allowed to go into the Millennium—the 1,000 years of peace. The single determining factor will be their treatment of the Jews—whether they joined in the persecution of God’s people, or whether they protected and stood with them. You see, only those who fear and love God will take that risk.

Daniel 12:12
 

Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.

This is when all of the judgments are through, the kingdom is established, the image is gone, the temple is restored, everything is in place. Blessed is he who makes it to that point.

Daniel 12:13
 

But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

“Go your way, Daniel,” the angel says. “This won’t apply to you because you’re going to die. But you’ll be resurrected. You’ll stand. You’ll come back again at the right time. So don’t give up.”

 
 

SHARING AND SHINING

A Topical Study of


DANIEL 12:3


The true stars that will shine forever and ever are not Oscar winners or Super Bowl winners but soul winners. Here, an angel came from heaven and told Daniel that he who desires to shine as the stars forever and ever will commit himself to winning souls, to sharing the truth of righteousness with others.

The apostle Paul would pick up this same analogy…

There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.…
1 Corinthians 15:40–42 (a)


Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul talks about the bodies we’re going to be given in eternity. One astronomer wrote that there is now conclusive evidence that there are entire galaxies beyond ours made of compressed carbon, which is simply another name for diamonds. It’s going to be amazing exploring the cosmos. So the Lord tells us He will give us bodies that are particularly appropriate for exploring the universe and living in the ages to come.

We’re going to have bodies designed for heaven. But Paul also points out that the glory of one star differs from another star. In this context, the word, “glory,” simply means “outshining.” In other words, there will be varying degrees of brightness. If you know Jesus as your Savior, you’re going to heaven. But when we get to heaven, the Bible says that crowns will be given for the service we’ve rendered to the Lord on earth.

You might say, “I have no desire to walk around with a crown on my head in heaven, so what’s the big deal?”

But these crowns are not something we’ll wear. Revelation 4:10 declares that we’ll cast these crowns at the feet of Jesus, the One who did so much for us. In and of itself, that should be enough motivation to serve Him here—so that we might bring Him a gift when we see Him face to face.

But it’s more than that. These crowns will determine what kind of star we are in heaven. Paul here is saying that there will be different intensities. Again, you might say, “I don’t care if I’m a star or not.” But the glory, or “outshining,” speaks of your capacity to enjoy eternity.

When my kids were babies, whenever they banged on pots and pans with a wooden spoon, they’d giggle and have the time of their lives. Yet if I played those pots and pans with a wooden spoon, I wouldn’t feel a thing because I’m no longer one year old. My capacity to understand and enjoy life is far beyond beating pots and pans. My world is bigger. My experience is greater.

So too, in heaven, we’re all going to be happy. Everyone will be elated. But our capacities will differ. Everyone will be filled to the brim, but the size of the cups will differ greatly. Some will be great big barrels filled to the top. Some will be tiny teacups, also full to the brim. Some will be in heaven with a limited capacity to enjoy and experience eternity. Sure, they’re saved. But they did nothing with their walks. They rendered no real service to the Lord. They just cruised through life—watching television and waiting to move on to eternity. And we’ll see them banging pots and pans in heaven.

But others, because they were wise on earth, because they were soul winners, will have huge capacities in heaven. Therefore, don’t miss the big picture, gang. Don’t just make it to heaven by the skin of your teeth. Be wise. Enlarge your capacity to experience eternity by winning souls, by sharing the gospel.

As believers, most of us know we should be sharing and witnessing. We’ve been trained. We know the Scriptures. We’ve even taken classes and seminars. But we don’t do what we know we should do and have been trained to do. We don’t witness. Why? I’m convinced it’s because we have been mistaken concerning what witnessing or winning souls is all about. We look at witnessing in the context of confrontation, telling people they’re sinners and they’re going to hell unless they get saved. But when we see people react against that kind of witnessing, when they put up walls and walk away from us, we say, “I’m tired of confronting people.” And we stop witnessing.

Witnessing, however, is not confrontation. Look with me at an illustration of witnessing not as confrontation but as invitation…

Invitation


In Numbers 10, we see the people of God journeying toward the Promised Land. As they set out, Moses talks to his brother-in-law, a man named Hobab…

And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses’ father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel.
Numbers 10:29


Rather than telling Hobab he was a sinful Midianite and a pagan idolater, Moses said, “Hobab, come with us. We’re going to a place that will be good for us.”

In the same way, we can tell people we work with, live by, and are related to “Come with us. We’re going to a good place. We’re going to heaven.”

For us as believers, this earth is as bad as it’s ever going to get. We’re just passing through this wilderness on our way to heaven. But for the unbeliever, this world is the best it’s going to be. For them, it’s all downhill from here.

Notice what Hobab said…

And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my kindred.
Numbers 10:30


If you’ve ever tried to witness, does Hobab’s answer sound familiar? “I have my own land, my own people,” he said.

“Fine. Stay in Midian. Get wiped out when Midian gets attacked,” Moses could have said. But he didn’t. After extending an invitation, he now gives Hobab an exhortation…

Exhortation


And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes. And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the LORD shall do unto us, the same will we do unto thee.
Numbers 10:31, 32


“Hobab, don’t leave us to go back to your people,” Moses said. “You can be eyes for us in the wilderness. You know this territory. You know the dangers and the pitfalls. You can be of tremendous benefit to us.”

Jesus did the same thing. Before He spoke to the woman at the well about heaven, He asked for her help. Before He ministered to her, He allowed her to minister to Him by asking for water (John 4:7).

We miss great opportunities if we don’t follow the example of Jesus and Moses, if we don’t recognize peoples’ gifts and abilities. To the doctor, we can say, “Come with us. We need you. You would be such a blessing to us.” To the businessman, we can say, “Travel with us. We could use your skills. You could be a blessing to so many who are trying to sort out their finances.” To the teacher, we can say, “Join us. Your ability to impact kids would be so beneficial to us.”

Inspiration


We have been given the matchless opportunity of sharing the gospel with people. The gospel is good news.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9


My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
1 John 2:1, 2


We have the privilege of saying to people, “Maybe things in your past haunt you. But I have good news for you: All of your sin—every single sin you’ve ever committed—has been forgiven because Jesus died not only for my sins but for the sins of the whole world.”

When we treat people as though they are forgiven, when we treat them like brothers and sisters, a funny thing happens. Like Hobab, they change their minds and join us. The greatest secret I know in winning souls is simply to treat people as if they’re already saved. I have seen so many people come into the family of God because they were treated like brothers instead of sinners. Sinners loved to be around Jesus because He would talk to them about the kingdom, about His Father, and about eternity as if they were already believers. May we do the same.

Talk to people as though they’re already part of the family of faith. Share with them what you’ve been learning and ask where they themselves are in their relationship with the Lord. Invite them to join the family of God as we journey together toward heaven. The ice will melt. People will be drawn in. You’ll see souls won. And you’ll shine for eternity.




 




HOSEA
 

Background to Hosea
 

In the Book of Hosea, we feel the heartbeat of God possibly more clearly than in any other book of the Bible. This prophet would be commanded by the Lord to marry and love a prostitute even though she would be unfaithful to him as a powerful illustration to the people of Israel concerning their relationship with their Husband, Jehovah.

Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.
Isaiah 54:4–6


Even as the church is the bride of Christ, Israel is the wife of Jehovah. But Israel had a tragic tendency to prostitute herself by leaving the relationship she had with God in order to pursue other gods. Thus, in Hosea’s wife, Israel would see an illustration of herself.

We need illustrations. I’m reminded of a four-year-old boy, intently coloring a picture.

“What are you drawing?” his dad asked.

Without looking up, the boy said, “I’m drawing a picture of God.”

“Son, no one in the whole world knows what God looks like,” his dad said.

And still without looking up, the boy said, “Well, they will in a minute or two.”

Although we don’t have an illustration of what God looks like physically, through Hosea, we see His heart.

Not only would Hosea’s marriage be an illustration to the people, but it would provide Hosea himself the unique and rare opportunity to feel what God felt, to experience what Paul calls “the fellowship of suffering.”

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
Philippians 3:10


To truly know the Lord means not only to experience the power of the Lord, but to feel with Him. Only one man in the Bible is referred to as the friend of God (James 2:23). And it was to Abraham, His friend, God said to take his only son to Mount Moriah and offer him as a sacrifice to Him. Why did God tell him to do this? Centuries later, Mount Moriah would become known as Golgotha or Calvary. Therefore, I believe God wanted His friend to experience something of the pain He would feel when His only Son would be sacrificed for our sin on that very mountain.

Sometimes the Lord allows His friends—those who want to know Him intimately and walk with Him closely—to experience the fellowship of suffering. On an earthly level, there is a unique bonding that takes place when we go through hard times with someone. When we suffer, we relate to the Lord on a deeper level than when times are easy and prosperous. Therefore, in His surprising command to Hosea, God was actually saying, “I’m going to allow you the privilege of feeling what I feel.”

Hosea ministered to the ten northern tribes of Israel from 750 to 714 B.C., which makes him perhaps the longest-ministering prophet in the Bible. He ministered through the reigns of the last six kings of the ten northern tribes and was on the scene when they were invaded by the Assyrians after refusing to heed the Lord’s warnings.

The Book of Hosea is divided into two major sections. In chapters 1 through 3, we see the tragedy in Hosea’s home life. Chapters 4 through 14 compose the second half, which speaks of a tragedy in Hosea’s homeland. After seeing Hosea’s personal ordeal in chapters 1 through 3, in chapters 4 through 7, we see a polluted people—particularly the ten northern tribes. In chapters 8 through 10, we see a punished people. In chapter 11, we see a prized people. In chapters 12 through 14, we see a pardoned people. And through it all, we see the heart and love of God.

Chapter 1
 

Hosea 1:1, 2
 

The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.

As God tells Hosea to marry a harlot who was herself the child of a harlot, we see Him setting up this illustration of the relationship His people had with Him.

Hosea 1:3
 

So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son.

Hosea married Gomer and she bore him a son.

Hosea 1:4, 5
 

And the LORD said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.

Hosea was to name his son Jezreel, which means “to scatter,” as an illustration of what would happen in 721 B.C. when the Assyrians decimated the land and the ten northern tribes scattered, never to be found again.

Hosea 1:6 (a)
 

And she conceived again, and bare a daughter.…

In verse 1, we read that Gomer “bare him a son,” referring to Hosea. Here in verse 6, on the other hand, we simply read that she “bare a daughter.” In other words, this baby was not Hosea’s.

Hosea 1:6 (b)
 

…And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them away.

According to Bible scholar, J. Sidlow Baxter, the literal meaning of Lo-ruhamah speaks of the fact that she never knew a father’s mercy or love.

Hosea 1:7, 8
 

But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son.

Again, this is not Hosea’s son.

Hosea 1:9
 

Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.

Lo-ammi means “Not mine.” Even as Lo-ammi was not Hosea’s, so too, the Lord says to Israel, “If you will not let Me be your God, you will not be My people.” Be it a nation or an individual, the Lord doesn’t force His love on anyone. He offers Himself to be a Lord, a Father, a God, a Redeemer, a Savior—but He will not force Himself upon anyone.

“Behold I stand at the door and knock,” Jesus said. “If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and sup with him and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). Jesus knocks persistently, but gentlemanly. If anyone chooses to open the door, He will come in and be their Lord and live in their heart—but He won’t kick in the door.

I’m always amazed by how polite the Lord is. He constantly gives every one of us the choice to give Him entry into our lives or into any part of our lives. But the choice is always ours.

Hosea 1:10 (a)
 

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered…

Even in spite of her rejecting the Lord, a prophecy is given to Israel that she would increase in population.

Hosea 1:10 (b)
 

…and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.

Second, the prophecy was given that Israel would turn to God.

Hosea 1:11 (a)
 

Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together…

Third, Israel and Judah would no longer be divided.

Hosea 1:11 (b)
 

…and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel.

Fourth, Israel would have one head—which speaks of Messiah.

God is not through with Israel. His people shall become numerous as the sand, be called sons of the living God, be reunited once again, and acknowledge one head—the Lord Jesus Christ. Israel is the wife of Jehovah and He is committed to her in spite of her fickleness and faithlessness. This gives me great hope because, as Paul makes clear in Romans 10 and 11, He is relentlessly committed to us, as well.

Chapter 2
 

Hosea 2:1
 

Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ru-hamah.

Jezreel, Hosea’s legitimate son, is told to rename his brother Ammi, which means “My people,” and his sister, Ru-hamah, which means “Having obtained mercy.”

Hosea 2:2–5
 

Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts; Lest I strip her naked, andset her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst. And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms. For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.

Jezreel is told to warn his mother of the brutal consequences of her sin.

Hosea 2:6
 

Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths.

In Job 3, we see this same hedge of protection when God declared that He would plant a hedge around Job so that the enemy would not be able to harm him more than what the Lord allowed.

There is a hedge around every believer that protects us from the attacks and attempts of the enemy to destroy us. If Satan could, he would strike every one of us with disease or death. He would show no mercy whatsoever. But the Lord has a hedge around us and only what God allows for His purposes in strengthening our faith or developing our ministry can touch us. That is why the Bible tells us to give thanks in everything (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Nothing can come into our lives except that which the Lord allows.

Hosea 2:7
 

And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now.

In addition to protecting us from that which would harm us from without, the hedge also protects us from within. That is, it prevents us from trying to leave the Lord to go after another lover, to reach out to some other pleasure.

But there’s also a hedge round about the person leaving the Lord trying to go after another lover, trying to reach out to some other pleasure. Be it bread, water, or wool; be it drink, contentment, or pleasure, the hedge will prevent us from grasping what it is we think we want apart from God. “If I could just pursue that, even though I know it’s wrong; if I could only have that, even though it’s not right, I know I would be satisfied,” we think. But, because there’s a hedge around us, we will find exactly what Gomer found: it won’t work. No one can break through this hedge of thorns without getting hurt. There are no exceptions.

In addition to this being a warning, it can also provide comfort because if you have friends, relatives, or family doing what Gomer did, saying, “I’m tired of walking with God. I’m going to pursue the things for the world for awhile”—they’ll find there’s a hedge between them and what they’re hoping to find. If you know people who are wandering away down the path of vulnerability, plant a hedge in prayer and watch God use it to frustrate their attempts to enjoy carnality.

Hosea 2:8
 

For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal.

The very things Israel hoped to obtain by sacrificing to Baal, God had already given her. That shouldn’t be surprising. All we ever want is always in God’s hand. Ask Peter. “I go fishing,” he said—not realizing that the very thing he sought was in the hand of Jesus all along (John 21:3–9).

Hosea 2:9, 10
 

Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness. And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand.

None of Gomer’s companions would be able to save her from the judgment that would come upon her. In a larger sense, the allies Israel so eagerly trusted and the idols she so sacrificially worshiped would prove powerless to save her.

Hosea 2:11
 

I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.

Scholars believe Israel’s feast days were celebrated not at the temple, as God had intended, but at Dan and Bethel—where images of calves stood. No wonder, then, that God despised this corruption of His plan for His people (Isaiah 1:13).

Hosea 2:12 (a)
 

And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me…

Israel mistakenly attributed the fruit with which God so graciously and consistently blessed her to the hand of her idols.

Hosea 2:12 (b)
 

…and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.

Following the Assyrian invasion, vineyards and orchards would become overgrown and, with fences destroyed or deteriorated, the wild animals would have a field day in them.

Hosea 2:13, 14 (a)
 

And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD. Therefore, behold, I will allure her…

“My people forgot Me,” the Lord declares. “Therefore, I will…” One would think He would say, “…abandon her.” That’s what I would have said. But the incomprehensible grace and mercy of God causes Him to say not, “I will abandon her,” but, “I will allure her.” And I am so thankful He does, for it is that same grace and mercy that allowed Him not to abandon us but to die for us even while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8).

Hosea 2:14 (b)
 

…and bring her into the wilderness…

When God redeemed His people from bondage in Egypt, we read in Deuteronomy that He brought them to the wilderness to humble them, to prove them, and to do them good (8:2, 3, 16). We read in John 1:28 that it was to the wilderness region of Bethabara that people went to be baptized by John. It was in the wilderness that Jesus was completely triumphant over Satan (Matthew 4), and in the wilderness that 5,000 were fed (Matthew 15:33). Throughout Scripture, we see that God sometimes does His most powerful work in wilderness settings. Therefore, if you’re in such a place right now, take heart and take hope. As He did with His people, God has drawn you there in order to humble and prove you—but also to do you great good.

Hosea 2:14 (c)
 

…and speak comfortably unto her.

“Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,” the prophet Isaiah was told (40:2). God would bring His people to the wilderness to speak words of true comfort to them—not the fickle comfort the world gives, but the eternal comfort that can only come from drawing close to Him (Matthew 5:4; 2 Corinthians 1:4).

Hosea 2:15 (a)
 

And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope…

Achor means “trouble.” It was in the valley of trouble that Achan was stoned for being in possession of forbidden spoils from Jericho (Joshua 7). Here in Hosea, however, this valley of trouble has a door of hope, for, following the wilderness experience of invasion by Assyria and captivity in Babylon, Israel would never again walk in idolatry.

Hosea 2:15 (b)
 

…and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.

Following her captivity, Israel would sing again (Ezra 2:65)—just as she did following her bondage in Egypt.

Hosea 2:16
 

And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.

Ishi means “My husband.” Baali means “Master” or “Baal.” In other words God is saying, “You’ll no longer address Me as a false god because you’ll know Me intimately.”

Hosea 2:17, 18
 

For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name. And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.

The beasts of the field that ate the crops in verse 12 would now do no more harm.

Hosea 2:19, 20
 

And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.

In Jeremiah 3:8, we read that God had given His people a single bill of divorce because she had committed adultery. Here, however, three times we see Him committing Himself to betrothing her again.

Hosea 2:21, 22
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.

After God regathered His people from their time in the wilderness brought on by the impending invasions of Assyria and Babylon, He would hear their prayers and would send rain upon the earth, which, in turn, would respond by being fruitful once again.

Hosea 2:23
 

And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.

The people who had been scattered in 1:5 would now be scattered or sown in their own land, where they would take root and be fruitful. They who had known no mercy in 1:6 would now know mercy. They who had not been God’s people in 1:9 would now be His.

In all of this, we see the heart and promises, the passion and unspeakable mercy of God. Even though Gomer would prove to be unfaithful time and again, through Hosea’s treatment of her, we see the heart of God toward His people, saying, “I’ll allure you. I’m committed to you. I’ll walk with you in a marriage relationship.”

Chapter 3
 

In chapter 3, Hosea’s wife leaves yet again. Our tendency would be to leave a wife like that. After all, didn’t Jesus say if our husband or wife is unfaithful, we have a right to divorce them? Yes, but He said this only because of the hardness of our hearts (Mark 10:5). In other words, we have that right—but, as modeled by Hosea, we don’t have to exercise it…

Hosea 3:1–3
 

Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine. So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley: And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for thee.

Hosea found his wife this time actually in the town square, walking the streets as a prostitute. He paid fifteen pieces of silver—half the price of a slave—and a homer and a half of barley, which was half the ration given to a cow. In this, we see that her life was beginning to reveal the toll her sin was taking.

Immorality takes a toll not only physically, but on the soul, as well. The soul is comprised of the mind and emotions. Therefore, the person who makes a practice of immorality will find his very personality eroded. Like peeling layers from an onion, immorality peels away the layers of your soul. And what is lost in those seasons of immorality are lost permanently. Oh, you can be forgiven—and yet a toll is taken. That’s why the Bible says he who practices immorality lacks understanding (Proverbs 6:32).

God doesn’t say, “Live morally because I don’t want you to have any fun.” He says, “There’s a reason to stay away from immorality. The physical relationship is a spiritual union. Two people become one. In the context of marriage, this is beautiful. But outside of that context, every time you join yourself with another, you lose part of your essence never to regain it.”

Hosea 3:4, 5
 

For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.

Like Gomer, the people of Israel would become bankrupt and impoverished. But they would one day come back. And the Lord would embrace them yet again. Of this burnt-out nation no longer pulsating with vitality, no longer shining with beauty but beat up and blackened in the open market of world history, God says, “I’m not giving up or walking out. Instead, I’m reaching out because My love is absolutely unchangeable.”

Chapter 4
 

In Chapters 4 through 14, we come to the section that speaks not of the tragedy in Hosea’s home life but of the tragedy in his homeland. Through his marriage to Gomer, the allegory has been established. The picture has been painted. Now prophecy begins to be spoken concerning the nation of Israel.

Hosea 4:1, 2
 

Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.

The Hebrew word translated “controversy” is a legal term. In other words, the Lord declares He wants to file a complaint against His people. Because they didn’t know Him, mercy and truth and a relationship with Him was replaced by swearing, lying, murder, theft, and adultery.

Hosea 4:3
 

Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away.

This speaks of severe drought.

Hebrews 4:4
 

Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.

It would be useless to correct these people because they were so intent on sinning that they didn’t even listen to the priest—even though, according to Deuteronomy 17:12, this was a crime punishable by death.

Hosea 4:5 (a)
 

Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night…

Israel would be attacked by Assyria in broad daylight and the battle would continue in the dark of night (Jeremiah 6:4, 5).

Hosea 4:5 (b)
 

…and I will destroy thy mother.

“Thy mother” would speak of the cities of Samaria to the north and Jerusalem to the south—both of which would fall by the hands of the Assyrians and Babylonians.

Hosea 4:6
 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

Because God’s people had grown bored of His Word, they would no longer be priests, no longer serve Him. As in Hosea’s day, I am convinced that the great need of the body of Christ is to know the Word of God. Churches are in confusion, caught up in odd doctrine all for lack of knowledge. It seems people don’t want to hear the Word and study the Scriptures. They want to get on a pet doctrine and ride it until they’ve missed the point completely.

Hosea 4:7
 

As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame.

It was as they prospered financially that God’s people sinned against Him. Some preachers insist that if you’re walking in godliness, you’ll prosper financially. But here God says prosperity itself can create problems. Therefore, it is not always God’s plan for His people to prosper financially. Yes, He will bless us exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20)—but there are also times when we’ll experience difficulties and challenges physically, financially, or emotionally because He knows we have a tendency to forget Him when the going is too easy.

Hosea 4:8, 9
 

They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity. And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them their doings.

Because the priests were erring, the people were following in error. Poet John Donne was right when he said no man is an island. Each of us affects others. That’s why we have to walk in rightness.

Hosea 4:10
 

For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the LORD.

“Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!” the psalmist declares. “For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness” (Psalm 107:8, 9). It is no wonder we read that God’s people would eat but not be satisfied—for how could they be if they no longer acknowledged the only Source of true satisfaction?

Hosea 4:11
 

Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” the Lord declares (Jeremiah 17:9). We have a hard enough time knowing our own hearts without wine further clouding the issue.

Hosea 4:12
 

My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.

Stocks refer to wooden idols and the staff refers to the practice of using different rods to make decisions (Ezekiel 21:21, 22)—rather than waiting on the Lord for guidance.

Hosea 4:13, 14
 

They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit adultery. I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore the people that doth not understand shall fall.

The context here is of the prostitution that accompanied the worship of false gods. It is as if this sin could not be dealt with individually, but was so infectious that it would take nothing less than the fall of the entire nation to free the people from it.

Hosea 4:15 (a)
 

Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend…

Judah, learn the lesson of what’s happening in the north and don’t repeat their mistakes. Watch out.

Hosea 4:15 (b)
 

…and come not ye unto Gilgal…

Once the place where the children of Israel were circumcised as a sign of a renewal of their covenant relationship with God as they were poised to enter the Promised Land (Joshua 5), in Hosea’s day, Gilgal was a center of idol worship (9:15; 12:11).

Hosea 4:15 (c)
 

…neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor swear, The LORD liveth.

The name Beth-aven or “house of vanity” is substituted for Bethel or “house of God” because, although Bethel was the place where God appeared to Jacob (Genesis 28:17), when the nation was divided, Jeroboam made one of two cities where a golden calf was worshiped (1 Kings 12:28). In this context, saying, “The Lord liveth” would have been equivalent to taking His name in vain.

Hosea 4:16
 

For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place.

A backsliding heifer speaks of one who struggled to pull away from the yoke. Refusing to bear the yoke of God’s love and protection, following the Assyrian invasion, His people would be scattered in the wilderness.

Hosea 4:17
 

Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.

The Hebrew word translated “joined” literally means “fascinated.”

“My spirit shall not always strive with man,” God declared (Genesis 6:3). Thus, He would leave Israel to the consequences of her choice.

Hosea 4:18, 19
 

Their drink is sour: they have committed whoredom continually: her rulers with shame do love, Give ye. The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.

Israel would be carried away as if blown by the wind.

Chapter 5
 

Hosea 5:1 (a)
 

Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye house of Israel; and give ye ear, O house of the king; for judgment is toward you…

Priests, people, and king would all be judged because all had contributed to Israel’s sin.

Hosea 5:1 (b), 2
 

…because ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor. And the revolters are profound to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of them all.

Mizpah means “watch tower.” Tabor means “lofty place.” Both were hunting locations and, thus, symbols here of the trap of idolatry into which Israel had so willingly walked.

Hosea 5:3–5
 

I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for now, O Ephraim, thou committest whoredom, and Israel is defiled. They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst of them, and they have not known the LORD. And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them.

Although the Lord knew Israel and Judah, they refused to know Him.

Hosea 5:6
 

They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but they shall not find him; he hath withdrawn himself from them.

“Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart,” the Lord declares (Jeremiah 29:13). Israel brought flocks and herds to seek the Lord—but, as Jesus would later say, her heart, His one request—was far from Him (Matthew 15:8).

Hosea 5:7
 

They have dealt treacherously against the LORD: for they have begotten strange children: now shall a month devour them with their portions.

Some scholars translated “month” as locusts. As seen in Joel, locusts did indeed descend upon Israel, leaving only devastation in their wake. Others say the word “month” speaks of the fact that in a month, Assyria would demand from Israel a heavy tax of fifty shekels per head (2 Kings 15:19, 20). Either way—whether by locust or tax, Israel would experience the effects of her arrogant idolatry.

Hosea 5:8
 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Beth-aven, after thee, O Benjamin.

“Blow the trumpet, Hosea. Sound the alarm. My people continue to ignore Me and are determined to turn away from My Word. Therefore, the enemy is not far behind.”

Hosea 5:9–11
 

Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be. The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound: therefore I will pour out my wrath upon them like water. Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, because he willingly walked after the commandment.

The commandment referred to here is the one given by Jeroboam to worship calves at Dan and Bethel rather than to worship the Lord in Jerusalem (1 Kings 12).

Hosea 5:12–14
 

Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rottenness. When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him.

“I’ll come first as a moth,” the Lord declares. “But if My people don’t respond, I’ll come as a lion.”

We have all experienced this to one degree or another. When we are in times of rebellion, something eats at us from within and we say, “I’ve got to get back to the place of prayer. I need to put away that sin.” But if we don’t respond to the fluttering of the moth, because the Lord loves us too much to let us continue in sin, He comes as a lion. Let me encourage you to respond to the fluttering of the moth because the ripping of the lion is tough. It’s painful, brutal, and unnecessary. Yet if we won’t respond to His gentle voice, we’ll hear His loud roar.

Hosea 5:15
 

I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

It was in the house that the prodigal son decided to leave his father. It was in the pigpen that he decided to return (Luke 15). It was prosperity that caused God’s people to forget Him (verse 7)—and it would be affliction that would bring them back.

Our Father, being infinitely more loving than we could ever be as earthly parents, desires to bless us beyond all we can ask or even think—yet when the blessings He gives turn our hearts from Him, He reluctantly withdraws His hand of blessing in order that we will once again seek Him. The question then becomes not “Why is God so hard?” but “Why are we so dumb?”

Chapter 6
 

Hosea 6:1
 

Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.

Speaking through Hosea, the Lord shows He is truly Jehovah-ropheka, or the God who heals (Exodus 15:26). The Lord wants to heal these people, but before there can be healing, there must be tearing. Before there can be binding, there must be cutting. Even as cancer must be dealt with severely, the Lord says, “Allow Me to have My way. Allow Me to do what needs to be done even if it’s painful—for that is the only way you will be healed.”

Maybe you have felt some of that pain as the Lord cut certain things from your life, allowing the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God to operate on specific areas. It’s a painful process, but healing is sure to follow. That’s always the way of the Lord.

Hosea 6:2
 

After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.

“We’re going to be torn and cut up for two days,” Hosea tells the people of Israel. “But after three days, we will rise up.” The third day always speaks of resurrection.

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 2 Peter 3:8


In the year A.D. 70, Jerusalem was destroyed. The people of Israel scattered and ceased to be a nation. From A.D. 70 to the present time, they’ve been struggling. Even now, they fight for their very existence. For 2,000 years—two days in the Lord’s economy—she’s been in turmoil. But I suggest that somewhere in the beginning of the third Millennium—the third day—Israel will be revived when the Prince of Peace returns.

Hosea 6:3, 4
 

Then shall we know, if we follow on toknow the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.

“I’ve promised to revive you on the third day,” the Lord says. “I’ve promised to give you rain that will bless you agriculturally. But your commitment to Me is like dew. It’s there for a few moments, but when the sun comes out, when challenges come, your commitment disappears.” Jesus would use this same analogy in describing what happens to people who embrace the Word initially, but drop it in the heat of trials (Matthew 13).

Hosea 6:5–7
 

Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they dealt treacherously against me.

“It wasn’t your sacrifices and burnt offerings I was after,” the Lord says. “I wanted you to be a people who show mercy toward each other and have a passion for Me.”

The word, “knowledge,” speaks not of knowing about the Lord but of knowing Him intimately. Even as these people were serving Baal, they were still going to the temple of God religiously. They were there for worship every Sunday morning and Bible study every Wednesday night. They were serving on committees and singing in the choir—but their hearts were far from God. Over and over in the prophecy of Hosea, we hear the heartbeat of God, saying, “I want your love.”

Hosea 6:8–11
 

Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is polluted with blood. And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests murder in the way by consent: for they commit lewdness. I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel: there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled. Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee, when I returned the captivity of my people.

Gilead was one of the three cities of refuge on the other side of the Jordan. Thus, it would be a city of the Levites. Yet even they were defiled by sin. The entire nation—not only of Israel but of Judah as well—was infected and polluted by sin. And the harvest they would reap would be the one they themselves sowed (Galatians 6:7).

Chapter 7
 

Hosea 7:1, 2
 

When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered, and the wickedness of Samaria: or they commit falsehood; and the thief cometh in, and the troop of robbers spoileth without. And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: now their own doings have beset them about; they are before my face.

Here, the Lord is saying, “I wanted to heal these people. But their iniquity was discovered or, literally, flaunted.” It’s not as though the Lord is a harsh taskmaster, saying, “I won’t heal you because you’ve sinned.” No, He’s saying, “I wanted to heal you, but couldn’t because you were so proud of your sin.”

There was a time in our own country when people were embarrassed about their sin. Now it’s flaunted, leaving us to wonder how much healing, how many blessings are averted because of it.

Hosea 7:3
 

They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies.

Those in authority as well as those in the general population not only tolerated but celebrated the liberal state of their society.

Hosea 7:4–7
 

They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker, who ceaseth from raising after he hath kneaded the dough, until it be leavened. In the day of our king the princes have made him sick with bottles of wine; he stretched out his hand with scorners. For they have made ready their heart like an oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker sleepeth all the night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire. They are all hot as an oven, and have devoured their judges; all their kings are fallen: there is none among them that calleth unto me.

Israel’s sin is compared to the heat of an oven. Although she thought she could control it, although she thought she could both walk in sin and walk with God, she would be devoured by the very heat she thought she could control.

Hosea 7:8
 

Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned.

Israel was like a pancake—hot on the bottom but raw on the top. In other words, she was a mixture. Jesus would use a similar analogy when He called the church at Laodicea lukewarm (Revelation 3:16). Throughout Scripture, we see injunctions against mixture. Repeatedly, the Lord speaks against it as if to say, “Either be on fire so I can use you, or be cold so I can convict you, but don’t be half-baked or lukewarm.”

Hosea 7:9
 

Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth not.

Israel wasn’t even aware that her vitality and vibrancy were gone. In Judges 16, we see the same thing happen in the life of Samson. One of the saddest verses in the Bible is where we read that he stood up and “wist not that the Spirit of the Lord was departed from him” (Judges 16:20). His hair was cut and now he was powerless—but he didn’t even know it until it was too late.

This is what’s tricky about losing our spiritual vitality. We don’t even know it until the enemy is there. We realize only too late that our strength is gone. To the people of Israel, Hosea says, “Yes, you’re celebrating your liberality right now and enjoying your material prosperity. But you don’t realize the enemy is at the gates. You’re going to stand up like Samson, thinking you’ll be able to take them on, but you’re going down. A stranger will devour you.” Indeed, just as Philistines devoured Samson, so the Assyrians would devour Israel.

If we ignore our walk with the Lord—our devotional life, times of prayer, times of fellowship—there will be an enemy from hell on the way. When he comes, we can’t stand up to him if we have no backlog, no history, no consistency in our walk with the Lord. And we’ll go down as a result.

The disciples found this to be true. When Jesus was on Mount Hermon, the disciples below were trying to cast out a demon from a boy. But they were powerless to do so. When Jesus came down, He cast out the demon—and the disciples said, “Why couldn’t we do that?”

“This kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting,” Jesus answered (Matthew 17:21).

The question obviously is, “How could the disciples have known this would happen?”

And that’s the point Jesus is making. We should be living a life of prayer and fasting because we don’t know when we’re going to be face to face with the enemy. We need to have a history, a backlog, a discipline of fasting and prayer so that when the enemy does come, when the opportunity does arise, we’ll have the power to deal with the challenge.

Israel mistakenly thought that, because she was prospering, she would be invincible. Little did she know that in a matter of years Assyria would destroy her. Don’t be like Israel. Don’t find yourself sidelined by the enemy because you didn’t take seriously the message of Hosea. Don’t think that you don’t need to pray or seek the Lord with intensity but that you’ll just cruise into church occasionally. If you do, like Israel, you’ll be half-baked. Like Samson, you’ll be powerless.

Hosea 7:10–12
 

And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face: and they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him for all this. Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart: they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria. When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them down as the fowls of the heaven; I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard.

After laying her eggs, if an intruder comes by, a mother dove will pretend that her wing is broken to distract the intruder. The reason she’s called silly is because, when you see a bird flopping on the ground, you know there must be a nest close by. “You’re just like a dove,” the Lord said to His people. “You’re going to Assyria and Egypt for help instead of coming to Me. As a result, you’re going to be overtaken.” Indeed, the people they were looking to were the very ones that would devour them. By flopping around, Israel would become an easy target.

Hosea 7:13–16
 

Woe unto them! for they have fled from me: destruction unto them! because they have transgressed against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against me. And they have not cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their beds: they assemble themselves for corn and wine, and they rebel against me. Though I have bound and strengthened their arms, yet do they imagine mischief against me. They return, but not to the most High: they are like a deceitful bow: their princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.

God had provided, protected, and prospered Israel. He had found her, fed her, and fought for her. Yet for all of that, rather than repent and return to Him, Israel rebelled against Him, turning instead to her powerless idols and relying on her faulty alliances.

Chapter 8
 

Hosea 8:1
 

Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an eagle against the house of the LORD, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed against my law.

The eagle was the national symbol of the Assyrians. Here, the Lord identifies the very group that would devour the ten northern tribes.

Hosea 8:2, 3
 

Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know thee. Israel hath cast off the thing that is good: the enemy shall pursue him.

Didn’t Jesus say the same thing?

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:22, 23


These people, like those who stand before Jesus in the day of judgment, will soon find out that although they might have been going through the motions of serving Him, He never knew them. This reminds us that a person who only knows about the Lord in his head without having a relationship with Him in his heart can actually miss heaven by eighteen inches.

Hosea 8:4–7
 

They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be cut off. Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off; mine anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere they attain to innocency? For from Israel was it also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces. For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.

Rather than seeking the Lord, the people of Israel went to great effort and expense to establish kings and idols so that they could be like the surrounding nations. But whatever a man sows, he reaps (Galatians 6:7). Therefore, because she sowed the seed of self-reliance, she would reap a more devastating crop than she could have imagined when she would have only herself to rely upon as the Assyrians advanced upon her.

Hosea 8:8–11
 

Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure. For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim hath hired lovers. Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I gather them, and they shall sorrow a little for the burden of the king of princes. Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin.

Not until she was in captivity would Israel see the sin of her idolatry.

Hosea 8:12
 

I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.

“I wrote My law for Israel, but it was counted as strange,” the Lord declares. In other words, they thought it was written for someone else. How often do we sit in a Bible study and say, “Oh, I wish my husband was here to hear that,” or, “I wish my neighbor would get this message,” or, “I wish my boss would understand that point.” The Lord writes His Word for us. Therefore, we are in terrible danger whenever we think it was written for someone else.

Hosea 8:13, 14
 

They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine offerings, and eat it; but the LORD accepteth them not; now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins: they shall return to Egypt. For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples; and Judah hath multiplied fenced cities: but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof.

These people were doing what we often do in contemporary American Christianity. They were building ministries, programs, and gated communities. But they lost their personal, vital, intimate relationship with the Lord in the process.

Chapter 9
 

In chapter 9, we see five things Israel would experience as a punished people. These same experiences will befall us if we forget the Lord. Yet if any apply to you even now, take hope. Thank the Lord that He is showing you where you’re at, that you might get right.

Hosea 9:1, 2
 

Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor. The floor and the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.

The death of joy is the first sign that something is wrong in your walk with the Lord.

Hosea 9:3
 

They shall not dwell in the LORD’s land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things in Assyria.

The second result of rebelliousness is a return to bondage. When you’re not in the right place with the Lord, you’ll find yourself tangled up in the things of the world from which you were previously free.

Hosea 9:4–7
 

They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, neither shall they be pleasing unto him: their sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for their bread for their soul shall not come into the house of the LORD. What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast of the LORD? For, lo, they are gone because of destruction: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury them: the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles. The days of visitation are come, the days of recompence are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred.

Third, we see a loss of discernment. Because she had lost her spiritual bearings, Israel thought God’s prophets were fools. We will find the same thing to be so in our own walks. If our hearts aren’t right, saints will seem like fanatics and spirituality will seem like lunacy.

Hosea 9:8–10
 

The watchman of Ephraim was with my God: but the prophet is a snare of a fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the house of his God. They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: therefore he will remember their iniquity, he will visit their sins. I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved.

Israel had walked into sin that was as dark and depraved as any in her history, including the rape and murder of the Levite’s wife in Judges 19:16–22, of which Gibeah is a reference.

Hosea 9:11–16
 

As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception. Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, that there shall not be a man left: yea, woe also to them when I depart from them! Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer. Give them, O LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. All their wickedness is in Gilgal: for there I hated them: for the wickedness of their doings I will drive them out of mine house, I will love them no more: all their princes are revolters. Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their womb.

A falling birthrate would be the fourth sign of a rebellious people. Spiritually, the same thing will be true of us. When a flock is healthy, there is always natural reproduction. But when a flock—be it a church or an individual—is not healthy, there is no new birth or growth. We read in Acts 8 that, as Philip was preaching the gospel, people were so eager to share that the entire city was filled with joy.

Hosea 9:17
 

My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto him: and they shall be wanderers among the nations.

The fifth result of rebellion is isolation. You’ll know when you’ve run aground spiritually because you’ll feel cut off from the Lord. “Abide in Me and My words in you,” Jesus said. “He who abides not in Me is cast forth as a branch and is withered and cast into the fire” (see John 15:4–6). Like Israel, you’ll feel burned out, cut off, and you’ll wander in circles if you cease to abide in the Lord.

Again, I encourage you to see these signs not as condemnation but as evaluation. If they speak of your own situation, return to the Lord, call upon Him and He will do what it takes to draw you to Himself once again.

Chapter 10
 

Hosea 10:1
 

Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images.

“Goodly images” speaks of Israel’s idols. “Why callest thou me good?” Jesus asked. “There is none good but one, that is, God” (Matthew 19:17). The irony is that Israel’s gods were constructed in the land and from the very material given her by the only One who is good, the only One who is God.

Hosea 10:2
 

Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty: he shall break down their altars, he shall spoil their images.

Because there was no Gideon in her midst (Judges 6), Israel’s altars would be broken and her idols spoiled by the hands of the invading Assyrians.

Hosea 10:3
 

For now they shall say, We have no king, because we feared not the LORD; what then should a king do to us?

In Hosea’s day, four kings were murdered by their successors in the space of less than thirteen years. But even that would not cause her to take stock and repent of her sin.

Hosea 10:4–6 (a)
 

They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a covenant: thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field. The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, because it is departed from it. It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb…

Beth-aven, or “house of vanity,” is a derogatory name for Bethel, or “house of God.” There was a rival going on in history between Samaria and Bethel because both cities were centers for calf worship, initially instituted by Jeroboam to keep his people from leaving Israel to travel to Judah in order to worship at the temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 12:28). On the eve of her destruction, Israel doesn’t fear the Lord or mourn for her sin. Instead, she fears and mourns only the loss of her idols.

Hosea 10:6 (b), 7
 

…Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel. As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the water.

The rapid succession of kings in Hosea’s day verifies that their positions were no more secure than air bubbles.

Hosea 10:8 (a)
 

The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars…

Israel’s pagan altars would not be exempt in the desolation of the land.

Hosea 10:8 (b)
 

…and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us.

Jesus would use this same language in reference to another day of devastation—the Tribulation (Luke 23:30).

Hosea 10:9
 

O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood: the battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity did not overtake them.

Reference is again made to the days of Israel’s judges, when “every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6)—and it led nowhere but to ever darker sin (Judges 19:16–22).

Hosea 10:10, 11
 

It is in my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them, when they shall bind themselves in their two furrows. And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the corn; but I passed over upon her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall break his clods:

The picture here is of the slavery and servitude Israel and Judah would experience under the rule of Assyria and Babylon. No man can serve two masters, Jesus said (Matthew 6:24). But we all will serve one. We’ll either serve the Lord of love as friends (John 15:15) or we’ll serve the god of this world as slaves.

Hosea 10:12–15
 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men. Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in pieces upon her children. So shall Bethel do unto you because of your great wickedness: in a morning shall the king of Israel utterly be cut off.

After the Lord shared His heartbreak concerning the rebelliousness of His people, telling them that their spiritual strength was sapped, their spiritual hair was gray, yet they still thought they were doing okay because, in His grace and mercy, He still allowed blessings to be enjoyed. But He told them the enemy was coming and they wouldn’t be able to stand.

If I were the Lord, I’m sure I would have a tendency to write these folks off at this point. If God was like us, His love would be conditional, His patience short, His motives amiss. But God isn’t like us. And in chapters 11 through 14, He begins to say to them, “You’re a prize to Me,” as He gives them glorious hope concerning how He will restore and bless them.

Chapter 11
 

Hosea gives us a pulse on the heart of God in a real, more picturesque way than perhaps any other prophet depicts. In chapter 11, we will see that, although Israel was a polluted and punished people, she was also a prized and precious people.

Hosea 11:1
 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

As we see in Matthew 2:15, this verse prophetically refers to Jesus Christ. When the wise men came to worship the Babe of Bethlehem, Herod told them to tell him where Jesus was so he could worship Him, too. But the wise men were warned in a dream not to return to Herod because Herod was not out to worship Jesus but to destroy this rival to his throne. So the wise men went home a different way. When Herod discovered this, he was so incensed that he ordered the death of every child two years old and younger. But, before the soldiers arrived on the scene, Joseph was warned to take Jesus into Egypt and remain there, fulfilling Hosea 11:1. Israel means “Governed by God.” Truly, Jesus was the One who was perfectly governed by God.

Why was this prophecy given?

I suggest it is because Egypt symbolizes the world. You see, Jesus, the Son of God, spent time in Egypt and was called out of Egypt. This reminds me that Jesus is a High Priest who is touched with the difficulties we go through because He was tempted in every point we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).

Maybe you feel like you’re in Egypt. Maybe you think your sin is incredibly tough, that no one could possibly understand it. But Jesus does. No matter what you’re facing, no matter how brutal your sin might be, no matter how heavy your bondage might feel, Jesus has tasted it. Every single sin anyone has ever faced, Jesus Christ dealt with. Others might be horrified but Jesus understands. It was when we were in Egypt—before we had any understanding of spiritual things—that God called us. It was while we were yet sinners that Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).

Hosea 11:2, 3
 

As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images. I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.

“I called My people,” the Lord declares. “I carried them in my arms. I taught them how to walk. But they didn’t acknowledge Me. They served Baal instead.”

If you asked God’s people in Hosea’s day if they loved God, they would say, “Absolutely! We celebrate all of the feasts and go to the temple religiously.” And if you asked them about the little idol on their mantels, they would probably say it was just something to inspire them. They were going through the motions of loving God, but their hearts were divided.

Hosea 11:4–6
 

I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them. He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king, because they refused to return. And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour them, because of their own counsels.

Even as a man draws his favorite ox with a rope, so God drew His people with cords of love. And He took off the muzzle so they could eat the food He prepared. Yet, because Israel listened to her own counsel rather than to that of her loving Master, she would be led by Assyria not with cords of love but with the fetters of slavery and would herself be devoured.

Hosea 11:7–9
 

And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, none at all would exalt him. How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city.

Admah and Zeboim were two cities destroyed when God judged Sodom and Gomorrah. If I were God, I would say, “My people continually backslide from Me and rebel against Me. That does it. I’m through.” But I’m a man and not God. And, praise be to His name, He’s God and not a man. Therefore, He would not enter the city to destroy it. This, however, presents a divine dilemma—for if God is the Holy One, how could He love such sinful people?

The story is told of a man in World War II gunned down by the Nazis outside of Paris. Two of his friends picked up his body after the skirmish was over and walked half a mile to a small church outside the village. They knocked on the door and asked the priest if they could bury their friend.


“Was he Catholic?” the priest asked.

“No, he was a Methodist,” they said.

“You can’t bury him in our cemetery,” the priest said. “But you can bury him outside the fence.”

So his two friends did just that.

A couple of weeks later, these same two friends, marching back through the area wanted to pay their respects at the grave of their friend. They went to the church and walked along the fence but couldn’t find the grave. So they knocked at the door of the church and said, “We’re confused. We buried our friend a couple of weeks ago, but we can’t find his grave.”

The priest answered, “That night, after you left, I couldn’t sleep a wink. So the next day I got up and moved the fence. He’s inside now.”

That’s what the Lord did for us. How could He be fair and equitable and yet loving and merciful? He moved the fence. How? Through the Cross of Calvary. We’re inside because of the blood Jesus shed in our place.

Hosea 11:10
 

They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.

That is, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah would roar, and those in captivity would return.

Hosea 11:11, 12
 

They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, saith the LORD. Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.

“I’m going to bring you back again,” God says to His people. “You’ll be carried into captivity because of your own foolishness, but I won’t wipe you out. You’re My prize and I’ll bring you back again.”

Chapter 12
 

Chapters 12, 13, and 14 deal with a pardoned people. Chapters 12 and 13 speak of their present rebellion while chapter 14 speaks of their future salvation.

Hosea 12:1 (a)
 

Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind…

Like a dog chasing his tail, Israel chased the wind.

Hosea 12:1 (b)
 

…he daily increaseth lies and desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt.

The oil spoken of here is not petroleum but aromatic oils. That is, Israel was making alliances with the Assyrians and negotiating with the Egyptians. In so doing, she was just like her father, Jacob…

Hosea 12:2–5
 

The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him. He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power with God: Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us; Even the LORD God of hosts; the LORD is his memorial.

Just as Jacob was a deceiver, so was Israel. But Jacob was different for, after he was broken by the Lord and was blessed by the Lord, he returned to the Lord.

For topical study of Hosea 12:4, see “The Rest of the Story.” 

Hosea 12:6, 7
 

Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually. He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress.

Rather than being identified as a spiritual man, Israel was likened to a merchant—one whose priorities and energy are directed toward the things of the world rather than to the things of the Lord.

Hosea 12:8
 

And Ephraim said, Yet I am become rich, I have found me out substance: in all my labours they shall find none iniquity in me that were sin.

Prosperity is not a proof of God’s blessing. God’s people were sadly deceived in thinking that, because they were rich, they must be doing something right.

Hosea 12:9
 

And I that am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feast.

In the days of the Feast of the Tabernacles, the people dwelled in tents for a week to remind them of their wilderness wanderings. But, here God said He would make them dwell in tents again—not as a symbol but because their houses would be destroyed.

Hosea 12:10
 

I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.

God’s prophets had warned the people directly, through object lesson, and through allegory—not the least of which was Hosea’s marriage to Gomer—all to no avail.

Hosea 12:11
 

Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely they are vanity: they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, their altars are as heaps in the furrows of the fields.

Like Gilead, Gilgal was a center of idol worship.

Hosea 12:12–14
 

And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved. Ephraim provoked him to anger most bitterly: therefore shall he leave his blood upon him, and his reproach shall his Lord return unto him.

God spoke to Jacob in a dream (Genesis 28). He spoke to Moses through a vision (Exodus 3). He spoke to them both directly and they heeded His voice. But the people He preserved through them heeded none of His words. Therefore, He was left with no choice but judgment.




THE REST OF THE STORY

A Topical Study of


HOSEA 12:4


He was the grandson of Abraham, the father of the Jews. And here he was, returning to his homeland. For twenty years, he had been living with his uncle in Haran after tricking his older twin brother out of his blessing and birthright. Realizing he had been swindled, Esau threatened to kill his brother. So Jacob ran for his life to Haran.

But the conflict didn’t begin there. It actually began before Jacob and Esau were even born. When their mother, Rebekah, asked why there was a rumbling inside her, the Lord told her it was because two nations were fighting in her womb (Genesis 25:23). When Rebekah’s day to give birth arrived, Esau was born first—but grabbing his heel was Jacob. In fact, Jacob means “heel snatcher”—one who trips people. From his first moment of life, Jacob was saying, “I want to be first.” The desire to be first would drive him to become a capable, successful, brilliant individual. But, at the time of his birth, he lost out to Esau. Thus, as the older of the two, the birthright and blessing would be Esau’s.

The birthright entitled one to three important things. The first was property. The one with the birthright received a double inheritance of the property. The second benefit was priesthood. That is, the one with the birthright became the spiritual leader of the family upon the father’s death. The third element was progeny. The one with the birthright would be in the line that would bring forth Messiah.

The purpose of the blessing was different. It was pronounced by the father to the one who had the birthright to give him identity in the present and prophecy for the future. In other words, the one with the blessing would receive insight into who he really was and inspiration as to what he would become.

Jacob wanted these things. So one day when Esau was hungry after a day of hunting, Jacob offered him a bowl of pottage, or stew, in exchange for his birthright. Commenting on this incident, Hebrews 12 says that Esau was a profane—or carnal—man, who, for a morsel of meat, a moment of pleasure, sold his birthright. After downing the stew, however, Esau realized his loss and bitterness began to fill his heart. It came to the surface once again when, years later, Jacob disguised himself as Esau and received the blessing, as well. Esau lamented his loss and threatened to kill Jacob. At that point, Jacob decided it was time for him to leave.

On the first night of his journey, Jacob found himself in a wilderness area called Bethel. No doubt his conscience was bothering him and fear must have filled his heart as he wearily fell asleep, using a rock for a pillow. As he slept, the Lord spoke to him through a dream, promising that He would be with Jacob. Although He didn’t condone Jacob’s deceit, He appreciated Jacob’s desire to obtain the blessing and the birthright, to be a spiritual individual.

When Jacob awoke, he said, “Surely, God is in this place and I knew it not.” I love that because there are times when I’m out in the wilderness—my circumstances are barren; perhaps I feel very alone; maybe I’m bothered from within. But, like Jacob, I need to realize the Lord has promised He will never leave me nor forsake me (Hebrews 13:5). Even though you might feel like you’re in the wilderness today, even though your conscience might be troubling you, hear the Word of the Lord to Jacob and to you: God is in this place. He’s with you.

Jacob traveled on to Haran. For twenty years, he and his uncle tried to outwit each other—until the Lord told Jacob it was time for him to return to his homeland. Receiving word that his brother was still alive, Jacob sent word to Esau that he was a rich man, that he wasn’t coming to trick him, but rather to share with him. Hearing that Esau was coming to meet him with an army, however, Jacob prayed that the Lord would be with him.

The night before he was to meet Esau face to face, we read in Genesis 32:24 that “an angel wrestled with him until the breaking of the day.” When the angel saw that he couldn’t prevail against Jacob, he touched Jacob’s thigh and it became dislocated.

“Let me go,” the angel said. “It’s morning.”

“I will not let you go except you bless me,” Jacob said.

And his name was changed from Jacob, “heel snatcher,” to Israel, “governed by God.”

Although he walked with a limp for the rest of his days, Jacob was a stronger man because he was governed by God.

Were it not for Hosea, we would think the only lesson to be learned from this vignette is the importance of prevailing prayer—an important lesson, indeed. But check out what Hosea adds to the story…

Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us;
Hosea 12:4


When did Jacob have power over the angel? Hosea tells us it wasn’t when he said, “I won’t let you go unless you bless me.” It was when he was weeping, saying, “Please bless me.” In other words, Jacob wasn’t in control. He was crying. He wasn’t full of bravado. He was broken.

This is life-changing for me. Jacob didn’t initiate the wrestling match. It was the Lord who came to Jacob and wrestled with him. But the Lord didn’t prevail. Why? Because He wasn’t getting through. The same thing happens to us. The Lord comes to us regarding certain issues. We feel convicted about certain areas of our lives. We feel the Lord wrestling with us. But we can fight Him off if we so choose. We can say to Him, “You’re not going to have that area of my life. I’m not going to give in on that point. I’m not going to allow You to have Your way in that situation. I refuse.”

Jesus will come to you, talk to you, work with you, even wrestle with you—but He won’t force you. According to His own counsel, He has limited himself. Therefore, if you wish, you can resist Him. All night long, Jacob resisted the angel. Then, the angel touched Jacob’s hip. Suddenly, Jacob was hurting. Realizing his brokenness, Jacob clung to the Lord, crying, “I’m sorry. I’ll never let You go. Please bless me.” It’s a wounded and weeping Jacob saying, “Please bless me,” as he grovels in brokenness. And it was then—when his face was in the dirt, when his hip was out of joint, when he was wiped out physically and crying emotionally that the angel said, “You have prevailed.”

When did Jacob prevail? When he no longer resisted the work of God in his life, when he simply said, “I need Your blessing. Lord, I need You. I’m hurting.” And it was then that his name was changed. No longer would he pull this out, manipulate that, or accomplish the other because of his abilities or personality. Now he was Israel. Now he would be governed by God. Because he lost, Jacob won.

The day was breaking. A new day was dawning. Jacob, who previously walked confidently with head held high and chest puffed out, now went back to his family limping. And every step he took reminded him that he could do nothing, that he had to lean upon God every step of the way. No longer would he tell God what to do. Instead, he would be submitted to Him completely and totally.

That’s what the Lord wants for us. We think that, with our spirituality, our fasting, prayer, and great faith, we can force His hand and make something happen—only to find just the opposite. It is when I’m on my face disjointed, dislocated, and broken, simply saying, “Have Your way. Direct me, Lord. Use me whatever way You want, whatever that might mean, as I walk haltingly through life” that I’m Israel, that I’m governed by Him. The Lord knows that when we are strong either in our own selves or our own spiritual state, we’re weak because our strength has limits. But when we’re weak and crying out to Him, saying, “Lord, live Your life through me; do Your will in me,” we’re strong because His strength is limitless. It is only then that He can do what He wants to do in my life—not because of my strength but because of my weakness.

That’s my prayer for us. Have Your way with us, Lord—whatever that means and wherever it leads. We’ll be happy to limp through life as long as we can lean on You.




 

Chapter 13
 

Hosea 13:1
 

When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died.

When Israel was right with God, the nations trembled. When she spoke, people listened. In her was authority; through her was ministry and effectiveness. But past greatness does not guarantee future greatness. There was a time when Israel was great, but now, because they were worshiping other gods, there was no roaring, no trembling, no impact, no effectiveness, no ministry.

Do you remember a time when you sought the Lord with passion, with all of your heart? He blessed you—and then what happened? So often when the blessings of God come, we begin to slack off. We pray if it’s convenient, study the Word occasionally, fellowship sporadically. This is what happened to Israel. God had blessed them—but they used His blessings to serve other gods.

Hosea 13:2
 

And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves.

Proskuneo, the Greek word translated “worship” literally means “to turn and kiss.” This is the relationship the Lord desires to have with us. Instead, we see His people kissing calves instead.

Hosea 13:3–6
 

Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me. I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me.

Here, the Lord says, “When you were in the wilderness you sought Me. I knew you in the hard times. But when your pastures were green, when times were good, you forgot Me.” The pitfall of prosperity must be understood. Yes, the Lord wants to bless you. There’s no question about it. He will withhold no good thing from those that love Him (Psalm 84:11). The problem is, when He blesses us, if we’re not very careful, we’ll be enamored with His blessings rather than with Him.

Hosea 13:7, 8
 

Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I observe them: I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear them.

The Lord would be to His people as a lion, a leopard, a bear in the invading Assyrian and Babylonian armies. But rather than any of those animals, He longed to be a mother hen, protecting rather than chastening His people (Luke 13:34).

Hosea 13:9
 

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.

“You’ve destroyed yourself,” the Lord says, “but in Me—not from Me, but in Me—is your help.” We read in 2 Corinthians 1:20 that all of the promises of God in Jesus are “yea and amen.” That is, when we’re walking with Jesus, everything we need is found in Him. He doesn’t give us life, He is our life. He doesn’t give us bread, He is the bread. He doesn’t show us the way. He is the way.

Hosea 13:10, 11
 

I will be thy king: where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes? I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath.

Because Israel as a whole wanted a king so that she could be like the nations—and because the ten tribes wanted their own king apart from David’s line, it is no wonder God’s people ended up first with Saul and then with Jeroboam, both of whom were disastrous leaders. Their clamor for a king was an outright rejection of the rule and authority of God Himself (1 Samuel 10:19).

Hosea 13:12
 

The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid.

If only God’s people had confessed, their sin could have been forgiven by God. But because they failed to confess their sin, it would be held against them.

Hosea 13:13
 

The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he is an unwise son; for he should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth of children.

In other words, Israel is like a baby who refuses to come out of the womb and be born. God’s people refused to break away from their idols into a deeper, fuller, richer life.

Hosea 13:14
 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.

“O death, where is thy sting?” Paul would ask. “O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55) because God would ransom His people from the power of the grave when Jesus gave Himself a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).

Hosea 13:15, 16
 

Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall come, the wind of the LORD shall come up from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels. Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped up.

Although Ephraim’s very name meant “fruitful” (Genesis 41:52), an east wind—Assyria—would come on the wilderness route from Assyria to Israel and she would dry up. Her capital, Samaria, would become desolate because her men, women, and even infants would be destroyed. And it all would be the tragic result of rebellion against a God who did everything possible to draw them back to Him.

Chapter 14
 

Hosea 14:1–3
 

O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.

If they would render God the sacrifice of praise—the calves of their lips—rather than bowing to a calf of gold, the Lord would receive His people graciously. If they would realize that neither their gods nor alliances could save them, they would find mercy.

Hosea 14:4, 5
 

I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.

Just as sin is contrasted with repentance, the destruction of the land in chapter 13 is contrasted with its potential fruitfulness here in chapter 14 upon the return of God’s people to Him.

Hosea 14:6
 

His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.

If they returned to Him, God’s people would be as beautiful as a fruit-bearing olive tree. And guess what. By God’s incredible, unsearchable, amazing grace, as believers, we are actually grafted into that very tree (Romans 11:17).

Hosea 14:7, 8
 

They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.

If God’s people would return to Him, they would be as a fruitful vine. Again, by His matchless, limitless grace, as believers, we are branches of the one true vine, Jesus Christ—and it is only as we cling to Him that we bear fruit (John 15).

Hosea 14:9
 

Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.

The transgressors will stumble indefinitely, but those who are wise will hear.

C. H. Spurgeon visited one of his parishioners and saw a weather vane on the man’s barn inscribed with the words “God is love.”


“Are you trying to say that God’s love changes?”

“Oh, no,” the farmer said. “I’m saying that no matter which way the wind is blowing, God is still love.”

That is the message of Hosea. God’s people would break His heart. And yet, just as Hosea was not to give up on Gomer, God would not give up on His people. His love remained consistent toward them—just as it does for you.

Hear the heart of your Father. Come back to Him. Let Him love you.







JOEL
 

Background to Joel
 

There is a great deal of truth to the old proverb that says, “I complained I had no shoes until I saw a man that had no feet.” Oftentimes, we feel upset, irritated, or bitter about situations that “bug” us or eat at us. But when we come across another person or group of people who have it harder than we do, we suddenly feel foolish for complaining. If something is bothering you right now, I guarantee it’s not bugging you as much as the people in Joel’s day were being bugged—for when this book was written, the land of Judah had been invaded by locusts that had completely wiped out the land.

The Lord then raised up a prophet named Joel to explain to the people what was happening, what they should be doing, and what the big picture was concerning the invasion of these bugs. Joel came on the scene and, although his message was relatively short, what he said was power-packed and extremely helpful for any who feel bugged, eaten up, or devoured by any given situation.

We don’t know a great deal about Joel himself. It is believed he ministered in the year 830 B.C. If that be so, he would be a contemporary of Elisha the prophet and under the rule of Joash who was king of Judah at this time. He would probably have known Elijah, the miracle-worker, and he would certainly know about Jonah.

The book can be divided into two parts. The first part concerns the day of the locust from 1:1 to 2:27. The second part concerns the day of the Lord from 2:28 to the end of the book. As we will see, the day of the locust was actually an illustration, a sneak-preview of what was to come in the day of the Lord. If God’s people thought they had a hard time with grasshoppers, they will experience even greater devastation in the day of the Lord.

Three things happen simultaneously in this short but powerful book. First, Joel was speaking to the people practically. After all, they had seen their land, their investments, their future wiped out by locusts. Second, he was speaking to the people prophetically. That is, he was talking about the day of the Lord, a day yet to come. Third, he was actually speaking to us personally. You see, maybe in the last year, your marriage, ministry, business, or family has been eaten away by locusts of one kind or another. Take heart! This book is for you because Joel addresses the issue for those who feel as if they’ve been eaten up, destroyed, set back, or devoured in any area of life.

Chapter 1
 

Joel 1:1
 

The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel.

Joel means “Jehovah is God”—a good name for a man who would come on the scene and explain to people what God was doing as their land was being destroyed.

Joel 1:2–4
 

Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.

There are actually ninety kinds of locusts. Here, we see four. The palmerworm gnawed. The Hebrew word translated “locust” means “storming one.” “Canker” means “creeping one.” The Hebrew word translated “caterpillar” means “stripping one.” Thus, we see four waves of this invading army of insects. First came the gnawing, followed by the swarming, creeping, and stripping.

“Have you ever seen anything like this in all of the generations?” God asks. “Tell your children about this.”

Joel 1:5
 

Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.

As we will see, Joel won’t indict the people for idolatry as did the other prophets. Rather, he says the real sin at this time was drunkenness. Here, however, there would be an instant withdrawal program for them because the vineyards had been devoured.

Joel 1:6, 7
 

For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white.

The locusts destroyed everything in their path, leaving only a white powder in their wake. In modern times, they’ve even been known to eat plastic and metal. Nothing stops them.

Joel 1:8, 9
 

Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD’s ministers, mourn.

This is one of the few references to drink offerings in the Bible. Before the locusts devoured their crops, people would pour wine on top of their sacrifices and offer them as a drink offering to the Lord.

Joel 1:10–12
 

The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished. The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men.

The devastation caused by the locusts not only meant that there would be little to eat or drink in the coming year, but it also meant that the country would collapse as indeed it did.

Sometimes we in America have a tendency to feel very secure in our healthy economy, innovative technology, or strong industry. But this book tells us that something as simple as grasshoppers could put an end to all of that. In reality, the strength of every economy in the world is tenuous at best. All it takes is a couple of years of drought or an onslaught of disease and any country will eventually collapse. Just the year before, the people of Joel’s day had experienced an almost unprecedented prosperity. They thought they had it made. But when bugs by the trillions descended on their land, their joy withered as surely as did their crops.

Joel 1:13
 

Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God.

The locusts affected Israel not only economically and physically but spiritually as well because, without meat, they were unable to offer the sacrifices upon which the entire religious system of the Old Testament was built.

Joel 1:14, 15
 

Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.

There are three major days or eras spoken of in Scripture. We are presently in the day of man (1 Corinthians 4:3). That is, mankind is having his own way. This world has virtually rejected the Lord—and we’re suffering the consequences.

Second, we see the day of Christ in 1 Corinthians 1:7 and 8, 2 Corinthians 1:14 and Philippians 1:6. The day of Christ is synonymous with the Rapture of the church—when the church is snatched up into heaven where we’ll spend seven years with Him. We’ll be given our rewards and live in the mansions He’s prepared for us during this seven-year “honeymoon” with our Bridegroom. It’s going to be glorious. But while that’s happening, another day will be unfolding on earth—the day of the Lord.

The third day spoken of in Scripture is the day of the Lord (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6; Ezekiel 30:3). Joel is the first to introduce the theme of the day of the Lord and speaks of it five times in his book. The day of the Lord is different from the day of Jesus Christ. It is the time that immediately follows the Rapture when God intervenes directly in the affairs of humanity. It begins with a period of time called the Tribulation—the seven-year period seen in Revelation 6–19, when God finally gets the attention of a world that isn’t listening. The day of the Lord continues into the event directly following the Tribulation—the Millennium. The Millennium is 1,000 years of peace when Jesus rules and reigns from Jerusalem—when men shall study war no more, when things will be right at last. The day of the Lord begins with the Tribulation and goes all the way to the end of the Millennium. It starts darkly, but ends in the glorious light of the kingdom age.

That’s the way all Hebrew days go. We begin our day at sunrise and progress to night. The Jewish people, however, begin their day with the setting of the sun. Their days begin dark but get lighter. I like that!

Joel 1:16–20
 

Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered. How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

The Romans called the locusts “burners of the field.” Indeed, when they came it was as if a fire had swept through the area. Maybe a problem, challenge, or difficulty has swept through our own life, leaving nothing but ashes. Take heart, dear saint. The dawn of the morning is yet to come.

Chapter 2
 

Joel 2:1
 

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;

In Numbers 10, we see trumpets used either to gather the people of Israel or to instruct them in battle. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16, we read that, when Jesus descends to rapture us, He will call us with a voice like a trumpet. Revelation 8 talks about trumpet judgments against the rebellious people who have rejected God’s Son instead of responding to His goodness.

In our day, the trumpet speaks of our being called up and of judgment coming down. In Joel’s day, it spoke of coming together and seeking the Lord.

Joel 2:2
 

A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.

The day of the locust is a dark day indeed. Those who have experienced this kind of invasion of locusts tell us the sun cannot even be seen until the locusts are either killed, fly to another destination, or, are blown away by the wind. This darkness also speaks to us, however, because sometimes that’s the way our lives feel—gloomy and dark to the point where we don’t even want to face a new day.

Joel 2:3, 4 (a)
 

A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses…

Under a microscope, the face of a locust looks just like a horse. In fact, one of the ancient Greek words used for locusts is “little horse.”

Joel 2:4 (b), 5 (a)
 

…and as horsemen, so shall they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap…

When locusts descend upon an area, they make the sound of a low roar.

Joel 2:5 (b)–7
 

…like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks:

Proverbs 30:27 speaks of the mystery that, although they have no leader, locusts move like an army. The description here is interesting because they picture something much more terrible that will happen in the day of the Lord…

And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. Revelation 9:3–10


Revelation 9 describes what will happen in the day of the Lord and the Tribulation. Locusts will be released from the bottomless pit—but they will be unique in that they will be instructed to harm only those who don’t have the seal of God on their foreheads, the people on earth who will still reject God even in the day of the Tribulation when they should be turning to Him. Why should they turn to God? Because of the witness we leave behind, because of the testimony of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists who will preach the gospel (Revelation 7), because of the angel flying through the sky, preaching (Revelation 14), because of the two witnesses—most likely Elijah and Moses—who come on the scene preaching and doing miracles (Revelation 11). Those who reject all of this will be attacked by locusts that strike like a scorpion.

Joel 2:8–11
 

Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

Of this day, Jesus said, “Unless those days were shortened, no one would survive them” (Matthew 24:22). Why is Joel declaring this?

Through him, God is speaking lovingly but honestly to us, saying, “Terrible times are coming. But you don’t have to be there. You can escape them by turning to Me.”

In Joel’s day, the people weren’t as interested in future things as they were worried about their crops that were devastated. Maybe you’re saying, “The day of the Lord, the day of Christ, and the day of man are all very interesting, but they don’t help me with my marriage, my kids, or my business. I’m not concerned about future events because my relationships are breaking down, my finances are drying up, I have more than enough to handle right now.” But Joel speaks to this issue as well…

Joel 2:12, 13 (a)
 

Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And rend your heart, and not your garments…

In Old Testament days, people would tear their clothes as a sign of deep sorrow. But the Lord is saying an outward show doesn’t change the inward reality. “Don’t go through the outward motions of church and spirituality,” He says. “Come before Me with brokenness.”

Joel 2:13 (b), 14
 

…and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?

One of Satan’s greatest achievements has been to convince the world that God is just waiting to judge people in any way, at any time, for any thing He can. As we see here, nothing could be farther from the truth. He is, in fact, looking for any way possible not to judge people, showing patience and mercy to generations.

Joel 2:15–17 (a)
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar…

Although the devastation caused by the locusts rendered a burnt offering impossible, the priests were to gather the people before the altar and offer a sacrifice of tears.

Joel 2:17 (b)–19
 

…and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God? Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen:

It wasn’t for their own comfort and ease that the people asked the Lord to spare their land. It was for His own reputation among the heathen. As we see throughout Scripture, this is a prayer God is only too willing to answer (1 Samuel 12:22; Psalm 106:8; Isaiah 48:9; Ezekiel 20:14).

Joel 2:20, 21
 

But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things.

Whether the army the Lord will remove refers to the army of locusts or the army of Sennacherib that would invade, the Lord would do great things in restoring the land (Isaiah 10:12).

Joel 2:22–24
 

Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil.

The former and latter rains speak of the October rains and the April rains. In other words, God would once again water the land. He would bless His people agriculturally and economically.

Joel 2:25 (a)
 

And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten…

The promise of God is absolutely incredible, for He promises not only to carry us from the point of devastation but actually to make up the lost time.

Joel 2:25 (b), 26
 

…the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.

Notice that the Lord refers to the locust as the army He Himself sent. His people were going down a merry little road of ease and prosperity that was leading them right to damnation eternally. So He said, “Kids, I love you too much to let you continue on your way. I’ll send an army of locusts if that’s what it takes to get you on your knees and to soften your hearts toward Me. Then I’ll bless you. Then I’ll do mighty things in your life in ways you can’t believe.”

For topical study of Joel 2:25, 26, see “Restoring the Year.” 

Joel 2:27–31
 

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed. And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.

Matthew 24, Luke 21, and Revelation 6–19 speak exactly of what verses 30 and 31 describe. During the Tribulation—the seven-year period that God judges a Christ-rejecting world—these signs will be seen on earth—specifically by the people of Israel. And, as we see in verses 27–29, even as the Tribulation comes down, so does the Holy Spirit. You see, we live in the time of the Gentiles, the Church Age. But the church is going to be raptured in the day of Jesus Christ. Then the day of the Lord will dawn. As God begins to judge, He’ll pour out His Spirit particularly on the nation of Israel. That’s why Paul would declare in Romans 11:26 that all Israel will be saved. The Jews who are now blinded to the fact that Jesus Christ is Messiah will have their eyes opened at that time. And, oh, what a glorious day it will be!

That is the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy, but the fulfillment began in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost. The disciples had seen the resurrected Jesus Christ. They had spoken with Him. He had made Himself known to them. But when He ascended into heaven, the disciples at that time must have wondered, “What now?” They were believers. They had the Holy Spirit inside of them, for we read in John 20 that Jesus had gathered them around Him, breathed on them, and said, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” They were born again at that moment. The Spirit indwelt them. But yet they were not a radical, on-fire group of believers, for before He ascended, Jesus told them to go to Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the Father, for the Holy Spirit to come upon them (Luke 24:49). In other words, although the Holy Spirit was already in them, they were to wait for Him to come upon them.

So they went to Jerusalem. They hung out and prayed behind closed doors, wondering what would happen next. After ten days—on the day of Pentecost—Acts 2 tells us there was the sound of a mighty, rushing wind. There were flames of fire seen on the heads of the one hundred twenty disciples. They began to speak in other tongues, praising God, magnifying the Lord. Suddenly, they were worshiping and praising God to the point that people on the street below began to nudge each other, saying, “There’s a party up there. Those guys are drunk.”

When Peter was aware that this was what the people outside were thinking, he addressed the group, saying, “These men are not drunk as you suppose. This is that prophesied by Joel.” And he quoted Joel 2:28. The fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy began at Pentecost. But its fullness will only be seen after the Rapture of the church. Pentecost was the initiation. The Tribulation will be the completion.

Joel 2:32
 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.

We come to a new section in verse 28—for here the subject shifts from the day of the locust to the day of the Lord, a subject developed in chapter 3.




RESTORING THE YEAR

A Topical Study of


JOEL 2:25, 26


The Book of Joel sums up a year in the life of a nation. The people of Israel had been plagued by a swarm of locusts that had devoured the land. The crops were destroyed to the point that even the bark of the trees was stripped. There was nothing left. All of the energy and effort of the previous year had been eaten up in a matter of weeks. Maybe as you look back at the past year of your own life, you feel like locusts have descended upon it. Maybe you put a lot of energy into a relationship only to have nothing to show for it now. Maybe you gave a lot of yourself to your job but were passed by for a promotion. Maybe the creeping, gnawing, crawling, stripping locusts have left virtually nothing behind of that which you so lovingly planted, to which you so energetically gave yourself.

But, as He said to His people in Joel’s day, God says to you this day, “I will restore the years the locust has eaten. I’ll not only give you a fresh start, but will restore to you the years that were lost, the energy that was wasted.” When you feel burned out and bugged, disappointed and devastated, remember this promise…

Sincere Repenting


Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God…
Joel 2:12, 13 (a)


To tap into the blessing, the promise of the Lord to restore the years that have been lost, there must first be sincere repenting. In Old Testament times, people would tear their clothes to show their sorrow. But it was simply an outward gesture rather than an inward reality. Here, the Lord says, “I want you to be truly broken before Me. I want you to come to Me with weeping, fasting, and a broken heart.”

The word “repentance” is a military term that simply means “about face.” As they march in one direction, when soldiers hear the command, “About face” they turn around and being marching in the opposite direction. Repentance means you were once moving one way, but you turn around and move in exactly the opposite direction.

Repentance begins with confession. The Greek word translated “to confess” literally means “to say the same.” In other words, true confession means I come before the Lord and say the same thing He says about my sin. I don’t call it an error, a lapse in judgment, or someone else’s problem. I say, “Lord, have mercy on me. My attitude stinks. The sin is mine.”

Confession is the beginning, but it’s not enough to simply confess our sin. We must turn from it, as well. We must say, “You sent and allowed the locusts to come into my life in order to show me that I’ve been wrong. Now, Lord, I humble myself before You and I’m going to march in the opposite direction.”

Solemn Regathering


Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD…
Joel 2:15–17 (a)


“Blow the trumpet,” the Lord says, “and call the people to gather to seek My face.” The people had been forsaking this kind of assembly. After all, their crops had been coming in well. Their borders were secure. They thought they had no need to gather together. Yet I can’t count the number of times I’ve heard devastated people mark the beginning of their downfall at the point they stopped assembling with the people of God. They were either angry with someone, disappointed in something, or just too busy to make fellowship a priority.

“Blow the trumpet,” the Lord says, “and everyone is to be there.”


“But I’m nursing my baby,” the mother says.


“Be there,” the Lord says.


“But we just got married,” the groom says.


“Be there,” the Lord says. “There are no exceptions.”


People think they can go it alone. But it doesn’t work that way. You see, our God is a Father. As a father, I could say, “Kids, just eat whenever you want. We won’t have a dinner hour. We won’t have family devotions. We’ll just have kind of a ‘cosmic family.’ ” But I would be a very poor father if that was my mindset. I want my family to be together. Why? It’s important for them to interact. It’s important for me to both observe them together and to talk to them as a unit. It’s important for them to talk things through and to work things out.

“I can just pray out in the woods,” some say. “I can have my own worship service—just me and the Lord.” The problem is, the New Testament knows nothing of that kind of Christianity. The ones who try to go it alone are vulnerable to getting picked off. The people of Israel discovered this. As they traveled through the wilderness, the Amalekites would attack the ones lagging behind (Deuteronomy 25:18). The same is still true. To grow as a believer and progress on this pilgrimage, I need to assemble with brothers and sisters who will sometimes bless me and other times bug me. It’s all part of being a family.

Spirited Rejoicing


But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things.
Joel 2:20, 21


As the trumpet blew, the people who gathered were surrounded by the devastated crops and barren vineyards that had been devoured by locusts. Yet what does the Lord say? He says, “I want you to rejoice because I made a promise to you and I want you to act as though it’s already come to pass.” That’s what faith is. There are many ways to please God, but not one of them lacks faith as an ingredient (Hebrews 11:6). The world says, “If I see it, I’ll believe it.”

The Lord says, “Believe it and then you’ll see it.”

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say rejoice,” Paul would say (Philippians 4:4). In other words, “I’m going to tell you over and over again to rejoice in the Lord.” Believe the promise of the Lord even before you see it worked out because faith is essential to seeing the fullness of God’s blessings released.

When my daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was about two years old, I remember telling her a bedtime story about a big, red bear who came in the house and said, “Mary, grab my neck. We’re going for a walk.” So in the story, little Mary grabbed the bear’s neck and they go for a walk through Jacksonville and all of the various stores and shops. At the end of Jacksonville, they go into the Jacksonville Trader. Inside the store, the bear sees a big box and in the box is a beautiful baby doll. The bear grabs the box and has the people wrap it, and gives it to Mary.

At that point, Mary jumped up excitedly and said, “Where is it, Daddy? Where is it?”

“Where’s what?” I asked.

“The dolly!” Mary said as she looked under the chair, under the bed, and in her closet. You see, Mary was so into the story that she believed what I was saying had actually happened.

The next day I bought the doll.

“If you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give good gifts to His?” Jesus asked (Luke 11:13).

If you’re saying, “Wow! Beautiful! Thank You, Lord!” as you read His promises in the Word, you can be sure He’s going to be so delighted by your faith that blessing you will be His joy (Matthew 8:10).




 

Chapter 3
 

Joel 3:1–3
 

For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.

Here, the Lord declares that, in the day of the Lord, He will judge all nations on the basis of how they treated His people—including those who sold Jewish boys and girls into slavery and used the money to indulge their flesh. This has happened throughout history. In A.D. 70, the Roman general, Titus, killed one and a half million Jews and sold thousands into slavery in a three-month period alone. In our own day, of course, there was the horror of the holocaust of World War II.

But the Lord will one day bring all nations to the valley of Jehoshaphat where they will answer to Him. Where is this valley? It’s the Kidron Valley—a small valley that only takes a couple of minutes to work through that leads to the Mount of Olives. It was called the Valley of Jehoshaphat because it was there that Jehoshaphat had a great victory (2 Chronicles 20).

In Matthew 25, we read that at the end of the Tribulation, when the seven-year period of judgment is over and before the world is ushered into the 1,000 years of peace in the Millennium, God will call all of the nations together to judge them. In the Valley of Jehoshaphat, or the Kidron Valley, the Lord will determine which people will be allowed to go into the Millennium. What will be the measure? How they treated the Jews in the day of Tribulation. Those who cared for them, stood by them, and watched over them will be allowed to come into the kingdom. Those who ignored them, who didn’t care about them, will be cast into hell itself. Why will that be the criterion? Because when the Jews recognize Jesus as their Messiah midway through the Tribulation, antichrist will wage war against them. Therefore, any nation or individual who stands with them places his own life in jeopardy for the cause of Christ.

On the other hand, this gathering of the nations could refer to the final battle, the battle of Armageddon. We know that this brutal, bloody battle in which all of the nations of the world will converge in Israel will be in the valley of Megiddo. This valley is approximately two hundred miles in length and one hundred miles wide—enough for the nations of the world to converge in battle. But suddenly, when things look hopeless for Israel, Jesus will appear. Thus, whether this passage refers to the battle of Armageddon or to the judgment of Matthew 25, the enemies of God’s people will be judged very definitely.

Joel 3:4–8
 

Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye recompence me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon your own head; Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things: The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own head: And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it.

The people of Tyre and Sidon, as well as the Philistines, not only plundered God’s temple, but sold His people into slavery. Therefore, because the law of sowing and reaping is an immutable law of God (Galatians 6:7), God’s people would eventually be freed while history shows that they themselves would be sold into slavery after they were conquered by Alexander and the Greeks.

Joel 3:9, 10
 

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.

In Isaiah 2:4, we read that in the Millennium, swords will be beaten into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks because peace will render them obsolete. Here, however, the Lord says just the opposite. In the Tribulation period, He’ll say, “If you have plows, make them into swords. If you have pruning hooks, sharpen them for spears because war is coming.”

Joel 3:11
 

Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD.

As the armies assemble God’s people pray, “O, Lord, let Your mighty ones come down.” Who are the mighty ones? We are. When the world looks like it’s going to be blown to bits, they’ll look up and exclaim, “Behold, He cometh with 10,000 of His saints” (Jude 14).

Joel 3:12, 13 (a)
 

Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe…

In Revelation 14, we see this “putting in of the sickle” in relationship to the battle of Armageddon.

Joel 3:13 (b), 14
 

…come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

Whether they have come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat or to Megiddo, whether they have come to be judged or to fight, the peoples’ future will indeed be decided. Maybe you have friends, children, or parents who are in the “valley of decision” even now. Wage war on their behalf through prayer that they might make the right decision, that they might choose Jesus.

Joel 3:15–17
 

The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.

When the Lord comes back and dwells in Jerusalem, there shall be no more strangers. Tensions will be gone. Turmoil will vanish. Instead, Jerusalem will be filled with people who are ruled by the Lord, submitted to the Lord, and walking with the Lord.

Joel 3:18
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim.

The picture here is of the abundance of vineyards and flocks, of sustenance and refreshment that will characterize the Millennium, when the Prince of Peace rules and reigns in Jerusalem.

Joel 3:19
 

Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness for the violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land.

The Egyptians and the Edomites were two peoples who constantly troubled the Jews.

Joel 3:20, 21
 

But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.

The Lord will cleanse the blood of Judah. In Zechariah 12, we see what this means…

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zechariah 12:9, 10


In that day, God’s people will look at Jesus—the One they pierced—and they will at last realize what He did for them. They’ll mourn over the fact that they rejected Him. In that day, they’ll see Him and embrace Him. They’ll be cleansed and forgiven. All of Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26)—and, oh, what a glorious day that will be!







AMOS
 

Background to Amos
 

The situations in which Joel and Amos ministered are very, very different. When Joel was ministering, the people of God were plagued by grasshoppers. When Amos was ministering, the people of God were prospering in greenbacks. In Joel’s day, the people were asking, “What is going on?” In Amos’ day, the people were cruising without a care in the world.

The setting of Amos takes us to a time in the history of Israel when, with the exception of the days of Solomon, she prospered unlike any other time in her history. The year was approximately 760 B.C. The ruler was Jeroboam II, a man who ruled the country for forty years with great success.

The people of Israel were riding tall in the saddle. There had been a feudal war going on between the Syrians and the Israelis for about a hundred years. But Jeroboam was able to not only beat back the Syrians but to expand Israel’s borders. In the process, Israel gained some lucrative trade routes between the Assyrians to the north and the Egyptians to the south. As the caravans traveled between these two empires, the Jews would tax them accordingly.

On the surface, things couldn’t have been better. Below the surface, however, there were some real problems. Below the surface, there was spiritual decay. So the Lord tapped Amos on the shoulder, saying, “Go and rip down the fac—ade of false spirituality. Expose the spiritual disease of the people and the danger that lies ahead unless they return to Me.”

Amos was an unlikely character to be chosen for several reasons. First, he was from the area of Tekoa, about ten miles south of Jerusalem. In other words, Amos was from Judah, but his ministry would be to the ten northern tribes in Israel. Tekoa was in the kingdom of Judah, but Amos’ ministry would not be to Judah but to the ten northern tribes in Israel. If that weren’t enough, Tekoa was the quintessential “hick town.” It was known only for sheep and fig trees. Amos tended sheep and picked figs—hardly positions of high esteem. Yet the Lord said, “Amos, I’m sending you to Bethel, the place where the king hangs out and where intellectual, religious meetings are held. I’m sending you to tell those people what is on My heart.”

Amos was called a herdsman, not even a shepherd, and a fig picker. We’re talking about hillbilly, migrant worker, a low place on the ladder of status. Yet the Lord said, “Amos, I’m sending you to Bethel, the most sophisticated region of Israel to speak My heart to the intellectual and religious elite.” Some scholars believe that all of Amos’ messages were given in a week’s time. This is very possible. But there was something about this hillbilly from hick town that captured the imagination of the people. They didn’t like his message—but he spoke truth in such a way that they were captivated. He talked about farming carts being pressed down, lions chewing up vulnerable sheep, baskets of rotting figs. In other words, rather than try and come across as something he wasn’t, he used images and references that related to his own occupation. He simply drew upon his own experiences to speak God’s heart in a way people could understand.

The Lord loves to use the foolish things of the world to confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27). So often we think we can’t be used unless we have a Ph.D. after our name. Not so. The Lord loves to use the Amoses.

This book that bears his name is divided into two parts. In the first part—chapters 1 through 6—eight nations are denounced. In the second part—chapters 7 through 9—five visions are announced.

Chapter 1
 

Amos 1:1 (a)
 

The words of Amos, who was among the herdman of Tekoa…

Right off the bat, Amos identifies himself. He doesn’t try to cover up his background. He doesn’t say, “I am a prophet,” or, “I am a man of God.” He simply introduces himself to the people of Israel as a herdman from a backwoods region in Judah.

Amos 1:1 (b)
 

…which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

Uzziah was ruling in the south, Jeroboam in the north. We know the earthquake mentioned was quite substantial because two hundred fifty years later, Zechariah would also make mention of it.

Amos 1:2
 

And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.

Beginning in verse 3 and going through chapter 6, we see a series of indictments against eight nations. Amos will begin with the Syrians then deal with the Phoenicians. He’ll talk about the Philistines, the Moabites, and the Edomites, drawing a circle that begins to get closer and closer to Israel. When the Israelites heard the indictments against the nations surrounding them, they must have applauded—until they realized the judgments were hitting closer and closer to home.

Amos 1:3 (a)
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof…

Damascus is the capital city of Syria. Amos will use this phrase, “three transgressions and for four” over and over again. This doesn’t mean there were four sins, but rather it’s an expression that says, “Because they continue on sinning.”

Amos 1:3 (b)–5
 

…because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron: But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.

Because of their cruelty toward His people, God would judge Syria. Their houses would be burned, their people would be bound. To this day, the Syrians still attempt to attack the region of Gilead—the Galilee area—with “instruments of iron” called tanks. In fact, when the Syrians entered the region in the 1973 war, they came with more tanks than were used in totality in World War II.

Amos 1:6–8
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom: But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof: And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.

The Gaza Strip is one of the political flashpoints of Israel to this day. It was a problem for Israel in the days of Amos, as well. Because the Philistines were selling the Jews into slavery, the Lord said He would judge them. Their cruelty would come back upon them. In A.D. 70, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, they renamed Israel Palestine, or “Land of the Philistines.” Even as the Philistines dwelt in Gaza in the days of Amos, the Palestinians claim this land as part of their destiny today.

Amos 1:9, 10
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant: But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.

Tyre did not remember their brotherly covenant. What was this covenant? I Kings 9 tells us there was an agreement between Israel and Tyre—a peace treaty that was broken. Therefore, because the Lord is a God of great integrity, He would judge Tyre for failing to honor her agreement.

Amos 1:11, 12
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever: But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.

The people of Edom were descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob. But because Edom continually waged war against Israel, the Lord says they would be judged.

Isn’t it interesting that, not only regarding individuals but churches, we often have the most problems with those to whom we’re closest? The churches that have the most difficulty are most often those who are closest in theology, in flavor, in philosophy. This ought not to be.

Amos 1:13–15
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border: But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind: And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the LORD.

The Ammonites showed no mercy to the people of Israel—even to pregnant women—and destroyed them for one reason: the Ammonites wanted to expand their borders. Here, the Lord said He would judge them for that. But, before we point a finger too quickly at the Ammonites, we would do well to look at our own society. We rip open women and destroy the children within because we want our own occupational, financial, or relational borders to expand. “I just can’t afford this baby,” our society says. “It will put a strain on my resources and cramp my style. I don’t have room in my life for a baby right now.”

Thus, I see no difference in the sin of abortion and the sin for which Ammon was judged.

Chapter 2
 

If you place yourself in the pews of Amos’ day and listen to this country preacher, you can almost hear the people of Israel saying, “Great! Best news I’ve heard in years. The Lord is going after the Edomites and the Ammonites and the people of Tyre! Preach it, Amos!”

In chapter 2, we come to his indictment against the Moabites concerning their lack of respect for the dead.

Amos 2:1–3
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime: But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth: and Moab shall die with tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet: And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof with him, saith the LORD.

The Moabites desecrated the dead by burning the bones of their enemy, the Edomite king.

My tendency would be to say, “Who cares? Lord, the Edomites were a cruel people, too. So why would You be concerned about the Moabites burning them?” Yet, in reality, there’s only One who can truly judge. “Vengeance is Mine,” saith the Lord (Romans 12:19). Therefore, if the Edomites are to be judged, only God can judge them.

As Christians, we need to realize that vengeance is the Lord’s alone. He is the only One worthy to judge, the only One with all the facts, the only One who sees the heart. Truly, the God of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5).

This means I don’t have to go around burning people with the fire of my opinion or the flames of my wrath. We are commanded simply to love one another and to leave the judging to God (Matthew 7:1).

Amos 2:4 (a)
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof…

Following the indictments against Syria, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab, we come to the southern tribes of Judah…

Amos 2:4 (b), 5
 

…because they have despised the law of the LORD, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked: But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.

Because the people of Judah didn’t keep the Word, fire would fall upon them.

We hear a lot about people getting burned-out. But the root of their problem is the same as Judah’s. That is, they don’t hear the Word of the Lord. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” the Lord declares (Exodus 20:8).

“That’s archaic,” man argues. “We can make more money if we work on the Sabbath.”

And we get burned out as a result. Any law of God we violate, we do so to our own destruction. Any law of the Lord we ignore, we do so at our own peril.

Amos 2:6 (a)
 

Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof…

As the circle gets drawn tighter and tighter, we finally come to Israel.

Amos 2:6 (b)
 

…because they sold the righteous for silver…

The first indictment against Israel was for bribery.

Amos 2:6 (c)
 

…and the poor for a pair of shoes;

The second indictment against Israel was for slavery. The ten northern tribes had fallen into the despicable practice of selling people into slavery for the price of a pair of shoes.

Amos 2:7
 

That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name:

The third indictment against Israel was for immorality.

Amos 2:8
 

And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.

The fourth indictment against Israel was for insensitivity. That is, as prescribed by Old Testament law, anyone in financial straits could get a loan by using his cloak as collateral. But the lender was not to keep the cloak at night lest the owner become cold (Deuteronomy 24:12, 13). The people Amos indicts were not only keeping the cloaks, but using them in their false religious practices.

I wonder if this isn’t applicable in some ways to our own society. We rip each other off in finances and business. We exploit and then come to church and give our tithes and offerings. That’s not right. Here, the Lord calls for justice and rightness in a society.

Amos 2:9
 

Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots from beneath.

The Lord reminds Israel that the Ammonites were destroyed for the very things they were now doing. “If I didn’t spare them, do you think I’m going to let you do these things indefinitely?” He asks.

We can save ourselves so much unnecessary pain by learning lessons from every story in the Bible—for while it is true that experience is the best teacher, it doesn’t have to be our experience. Let us learn from the experience of others.

Amos 2:10, 11
 

Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite. And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the LORD.

As seen in Numbers 6, the Nazarites were men who were singularly devoted to the Lord.

Amos 2:12, 13
 

But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not. Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.

“I blessed you with Nazarites—men who were dedicated—and you talked them into drinking. I sent you prophets, but you forbade them to prophesy,” the Lord declares, as He describes the heaviness of His heart with an illustration from Amos’ own background.

Amos 2:14–16
 

Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself: Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself. And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the LORD.

Neither the swift nor the strong, neither the bowman nor the bold would be able to deliver himself from the judgment of the Lord that would be meted out by the Assyrians.

Chapter 3
 

Amos 3:1, 2
 

Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying, You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.

God chose a family, the seed of Abraham, to show the world how life should be lived. He used Israel as a model that all of the world would see that He is good and that walking in His way would bring blessing. Here, He says, “Of all the families of the world, I have known you. I have chosen you, given you a special calling, and tremendous blessing. What are you doing with the privilege, the calling, and the blessing I’ve given you? You’re walking away from Me. Therefore, I have no choice but to chasten you because you’re My family.”

Amos 3:3
 

Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

Two people can walk together only if they are going in the same direction. God was leading His people one way, but they were walking in another. How easy it is for us to fall prey to the same problem.

For topical study of Amos 3:3, see “Simply Walking Together.” 

Amos 3:4–6
 

Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey? will a young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing? Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no gin is for him? shall one take up a snare from the earth, and have taken nothing at all? Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?

Using examples first from the wild, then from the air, and finally from the city itself, God asks a series of questions, each of whose answer is “no”—underscoring the fact that, not only would it be impossible for His people to walk in a different direction from Him and still call Him their God, but that the calamity about to befall them would be His way to bring them back.

Amos 3:7, 8
 

Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?

“How can we walk in agreement with the Lord? Where’s He going?” we sometimes ask.

“I will do nothing without revealing My secrets unto My servants, the prophets,” the Lord answers. “The prophets will speak boldly. My will won’t be hard to find.”

How I thank the Lord for Amos and Isaiah, for Jeremiah and Hosea—for prophets from whom we can learn the heart of God. Get in the Word, gang. Study the prophets. Meditate on the Psalms. Memorize the Gospels. Read the Word—and you’ll know exactly what the Lord wants you to do.

Amos 3:9–11
 

Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say, Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the midst thereof. For they know not to do right, saith the LORD, who store up violence and robbery in their palaces. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; An adversary there shall be even round about the land; and he shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be spoiled.

Even the Philistines in Ashdod and the Egyptians in their palaces would agree that God’s judgment of His people was overdue.

Amos 3:12
 

Thus saith the LORD; As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in the corner of a bed, and in Damascus in a couch.

“Just as a shepherd rips open the mouth of a lion and takes out the remains of one of his sheep, so too, you will be devoured,” the Lord declares through Amos. Indeed, within forty years, Israel’s boom turned into a bust. The Assyrians destroyed the people of Israel exactly as Amos prophesied.

Amos 3:13, 14
 

Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord GOD, the God of hosts, That in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon him I will also visit the altars of Bethel: and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground.

When the Assyrians invaded the country, not only would the people of Israel be judged, but their golden calf and altars to their false gods would be destroyed.

Amos 3:15
 

And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LORD.

The trappings of their economic prosperity—their vacation homes, houses of costly ivory, mansions, and everything else the people of God had worked so hard to achieve—was all about to end.




SIMPLY WALKING TOGETHER

A Topical Study of


AMOS 3:3


I clearly remember the day my son, Benjamin, learned to walk. With his older sister, Mary Elizabeth, literally running by the age of one, with Ben still crawling at eighteen months, we wondered if he’d ever walk. So when he took his first steps shortly thereafter, our whole family gathered around him and cheered.

This reminds me of the verse in 3 John 4. At approximately ninety years of age, John wrote, “I have no greater joy than to hear my children are walking in truth.” And, here in Amos, we hear that same heart. In fact, throughout Scripture, the Christian experience is likened to a walk.

God Declares that Man Should Walk with Him


Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.
Deuteronomy 5:33


“I want to bless you. I want it to go well with you. I want your days to be prolonged in the land I’m giving you. I want you to live—really live,” God declares.

Jesus said the same thing when He said, “I have come that you might have life and life abundantly” (John 10:10). God’s plan and desire is not abundant life only presently—but on into eternity. In Genesis 5, we see the story of a man who walked with God quite literally…

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
Genesis 5:21–24


At age sixty-five, Enoch began walking with God. For three hundred years, he walked so closely with the Lord that it is as if one day, the Lord looked at him and said, “Enoch, we’re closer to My house than yours, so why don’t you just come on up and stay with Me?” Enoch never died. He was just raptured, translated, and snatched up into heaven, where he is living to this day.

You see, walking with God has benefits not only in this life but in heaven—where all things will be right, where every tear will be dried, where every question will be answered, where every problem will be solved.

God Desires Man Would Walk with Him


And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.
Genesis 3:8


God not only declares that man should walk with Him, but He desires that man would walk with Him. That is, our walking with God is not only for our benefit but for His enjoyment. We see this in Genesis 3, a story we know well. After Adam and Eve rebelled against the Lord in the Garden of Eden, when Adam heard God walking in the cool of the day, he hid himself because, evidently, God and Adam had a habit of walking together at that time. God showed up for His appointment, but Adam hid because now they were no longer in agreement.

God desired that man would walk with Him. But man started doing His own thing. Rather than walk with God, he chose to crawl in carnality. Centuries later, in the day of Amos, we still hear the cry of a Father who desired that His people walk with Him.

God Determined Man Could Walk with Him


And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 1:14


God declared that man should walk with Him and desired that man would walk with Him. But man didn’t. He failed in Eden and failed in the days of Amos. Did God wash His hands and say, “Forget it”? No. Even though man was polluted by sin, God determined that man could walk with Him by becoming a Man Himself.

We were crawling in carnality, but God became a Man in Christ Jesus.

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
John 1:29


God sent His Son to be slain for our sin, to take away the disharmony, the disagreement, the barrier between us and God.

Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
John 1:35–37


Jesus walked in perfect harmony with the Father. And, as people watched Him walk, as they listened to the words He spoke, as they saw the deeds He did, they followed Him. Why? Because He lived life the way it was meant to be lived. There was a quality, a vitality, an attractiveness about Him that caused people to want to know what He said, to travel where He was going.

Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.
John 1:38, 39


Jesus asks a question that needs to be asked of every individual who has ever lived: What are you seeking? What are you really after in life?

These men who sought Jesus as He walked said, “We want to hang out with You.”

We, too, have seen Jesus Christ—not face to face, but through a glass darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12). And what we have seen of Him is immensely impressive. The words He spoke, the way He lived, the things He taught, and, above all, the work He did on the Cross is beyond anything we could imagine. The Lamb of God took away every sin I have ever committed in my entire life. On the Cross, He paid for every carnal thought, sinful act, and stubborn mistake. That’s why John exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” We can walk with our Father once again. We can have harmony and unity with God because Jesus paid the price for our sin. The barrier is gone.

Think about when you first got saved. It was so simple. You knew you were a sinner and you knew Jesus died for your sin. But, all too often, after we become believers, something subtle begins to happen. Our walks become complicated. We think we have to learn ten verses a day, read ten chapters in the Bible a week, and witness to ten people at work in order to maintain our walk with the Lord. We develop philosophies and theologies, obligations and regulations—and then wonder where the joy of our walk with the Lord went. Paul addresses this very issue…

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
Colossians 2:6–10


Here, Paul calls the Colossian believers back to simplicity. “Don’t let anyone burden you with traditions and activities,” he says. “You’re complete in Christ. Enjoy the simplicity. Even as you received Christ, walk in Him.”

How did you receive Jesus? You made no bargains with Him. You signed no contracts with Him. You just came in humility and gratitude, saying, “Lord, thank You for dying for me. Take control of my life.” It was so simple. The problem with many believers is that, although we understand we’re saved by grace and not works, after we’re saved, we start working. We start complicating things and wonder where the joy went.

Jesus was invited by a Pharisee named Simon to have dinner at his house. As He sat at Simon’s table, a woman came into the room with an alabaster box in her hand. Making her way to Jesus, she wept at His feet. Then she dried her tears from His feet with her hair and anointed them with the costly ointment from within the alabaster box. Simon sat back and watched, thinking that if Jesus were indeed a prophet, He would know what kind of woman this was.

Knowing what Simon was thinking, Jesus told a parable of a creditor who had two debtors. One owed him fifty pence, the other five hundred pence. Neither of the debtors could pay, so the creditor forgave them both.

“Which of the two would love the creditor more?” Jesus asked Simon.

“The one who was forgiven the larger debt,” Simon answered.

“You’re right,” Jesus said, “When I came into your house, you did not kiss Me, as is the custom. But this woman has not ceased kissing My feet. When I came into your house, you did not wash My feet, as is the custom. But this woman has washed My feet with her tears. When I came into your house, You did not anoint My head with oil, as is the custom. But this woman has anointed even My feet.”

Then Jesus turned to the woman and said, “Though your sins be many, you are forgiven. The one who is forgiven little loves little. But the one who is forgiven much, loves much.”

Simon, no doubt, was cut to the quick. After all, Jesus was saying that a prostitute was in a much better place than he was because she loved Him more. She understood grace in simplicity and her need for forgiveness while Simon, the Pharisee, flaunted his theology and spirituality but loved Jesus little (Luke 7).

When you first got saved, you came as that woman did. You knew you were a sinner and perhaps with tears flowing down your cheeks, or gratitude in your heart, you said, “Lord, You’re so good to me. Thank You for dying for my sins.” And like her, you opened the alabaster box of praise. But here’s the question: have you become like Simon?

Now that you’re a Christian, are you working hard to keep the regulations, disciplining yourself religiously, studying hard and worshiping with intensity, witnessing regularly—but loving Jesus only minimally? Have you lost the simplicity? To walk with God simply means realizing you’re a sinner and thanking Him for saving you. It’s not dependent upon your working, witnessing, praying, studying, tithing, or worshiping. It’s just saying, “Lord, I’m a sinner. Thank You for saving me.”

We worship and witness, pray and praise, sacrifice and serve not to earn God’s favor but because He has already shown such favor to us. The Christian life is a delight because it’s so simple. We can walk in agreement with God solely because of the work of the Lamb. It’s finished. It’s complete. Enjoy your salvation—and be free.




 

Chapter 4
 

Amos 4:1
 

Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink.

Amos, the herdman from Tekoa, compares Israel’s affluent society to the cows of Bashan, which were noted for their stubbornness and strength due to the richness of their pasture land (Psalm 22:12).

Amos 4:2
 

The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks.

When the Assyrians came down forty years later, they joined thousands of Israelites by hooks and led them into captivity in Assyria, where they would assimilate them into the Assyrian culture.

Amos 4:3
 

And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that which is before her; and ye shall cast them into the palace, saith the LORD.

Although the people would try to escape as the Assyrian’s invaded, their attempts would be futile.

Amos 4:4, 5
 

Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years: And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free offerings: for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

The people of God were still bringing Him their tithes, offerings, and sacrifices—but they were mixed with leaven, a picture of sin (Leviticus 2:11; 1 Corinthians 5:8). In other words, they were playing a game. Their hearts were not inclined toward God. Their sacrifices were offered only for the sake of appearance.

Amos 4:6–8
 

And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered. So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

God hoped dry times would motivate His people to return to Him.

Amos 4:9–11
 

I have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

“What more do I have to do to get your attention?” God asks. “When I blessed you, you forgot Me. So I sent both heat and mildew your way. Locusts have devoured your crops. Drought has eroded your economy. You’ve been overthrown like Sodom. Yet you’re still not seeing that I’m calling you to Me.”

Amos 4:12
 

Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.

“Because I bless you and you ignore Me, because I blast you and you ignore Me, prepare to meet Me. I’m taking you home,” God declares. “You’re stubbornly going down a destructive path,” God says. “Therefore, you leave Me no alternative but to short-circuit you into eternity.”

If you don’t grasp this point, I believe your perspective of God will be amiss. This isn’t God saying in anger and hostility, “I’m going to destroy you,” but rather, “You’re so stubborn. You’re unteachable. Therefore, I’ll short-circuit you into eternity because the path you’re on will destroy you.”

Amos 4:13
 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.

God declares His thought to man. How does one declare a thought? The only way is by a word. How did God declare His thought, how did He reveal His heart? In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God (John 1:1). He did it in the person of Jesus Christ. That’s why Jesus had to come—not only to die for our sin, but also because everyone had their own idea of what God was like. So God revealed His thought by becoming the Word incarnate.

How do I know what God is like? By studying the life of Jesus Christ, by listening to His words, by seeing what He did in situations. Without Jesus, we could only argue and hypothesize about the character of God. But because Jesus came, we can know what God is like.

“Show us the Father,” Philip said.

“Oh, Philip,” Jesus answered. “Have I been with you so long? Don’t you know that he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father. I and the Father are One” (see John 14:8, 9).

How do we know the thought, the heart, the mind, the intent of God? Through Jesus Christ. He is God’s final Word.

Chapter 5
 

Amos 5:1–3
 

Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel. The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her land; there is none to raise her up. For thus saith the Lord GOD; The city that went out by a thousand shall leave an hundred, and that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Israel.

The mission of a prophet is not an easy one—especially in the setting in which Amos ministered. Here, the people in Israel were singing, “Happy Days Are Here Again.” After all, the country was experiencing prosperity and peace like they hadn’t experienced since the days of Solomon. But Amos is told to sing a lamentation, or a dirge, because, beneath the fac—ade of peace and prosperity, the spiritual wickedness and moral corruption that pervaded the country would result in the destruction of ninety percent of Israel’s population by the hands of the Assyrians.

Amos 5:4, 5
 

For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Bethel shall come to nought.

Bethel, Gilgal, and Beer-Sheba were all centers of idol worship, specifically of golden calves. The people of God were to stay away from these places and instead seek the Lord.

Amos 5:6
 

Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Bethel.

If we seek the Lord, we’ll live life to the fullest. If we ignore Him, we’ll be burned up, consumed by our own sin.

Amos 5:7, 8
 

Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth, Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:

Only the One who created life knows how it can be lived to the fullest. “Don’t ignore Me,” the Lord says, “and you’ll find the life you’re craving.”

Amos 5:9
 

That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the fortress.

The Creator of the Universe is He who strengthens the spoiled against the strong, who uses the weak things of the world to confound the things that are mighty (1 Corinthians 1:27). That is why our strength actually lies in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:10).

Amos 5:10
 

They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.

The people of Israel dismissed any who spoke the truth (Isaiah 29:21).

Amos 5:11–13
 

Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right. Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

“Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God?” Jesus asked (Luke 12:6). The God who not only created but cared for the sparrows was certainly aware of how His people were mistreating the poor and weak in their midst.

Amos 5:14, 15
 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

Even though the dirge has already been sung, Amos is saying, “Seek the Lord and it may be that He will be gracious to the remnant. Those who turn toward Him will find God’s goodness being poured out upon them.”

Amos 5:16–20
 

Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD. Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?

Amos picks up on the same theme Joel developed—the day of the Lord. The day of the Lord is the day when the Lord will intervene in history. The people of Israel were looking forward to that day—but not for the right reasons. They simply wanted more comfort and ease. “Do you really know what you’re saying?” Amos asks. “For you, the day of the Lord will be dark. You might think you’ll escape the lion—the problems of the present world—but there will be a bear or a serpent—future problems—to greet you.”

Amos 5:21–24
 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.

“I’m weary of your ‘playing church,’ ” the Lord declares. “I’m weary of your songs, your sacrifices, and your incense because they’re not from the heart. You’re going through the motions, but there’s no emotion. You’re going through the ritual, but there’s no reality.”

How many people go to church simply because it’s the respectable thing to do, dropping a quarter in the offering plate, paying their dues? America is full of churches that fall into this category—where people are not interested in seeking the Lord, hearing His voice, or doing what His Word declares.

Amos 5:25–27
 

Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel? But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves. Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LORD, whose name is The God of hosts.

Even in the days when God’s people witnessed His miraculous power firsthand—when they saw the parting of the Red Sea, when they ate manna that fell from heaven and drank water from a rock—they had a tendency to wander toward false gods. And, because this tendency was still with them, they would find themselves held captive beyond Damascus.

Chapter 6
 

Amos 6:1 (a)
 

Woe to them that are at ease in Zion…

Whenever you come to the word, “woe” in Scripture, think of it as “whoa,” and slow down so you can pay careful attention to what the Lord is saying.

I’m reminded of the preacher who was selling his horse. To the prospective buyer, he said, “This horse is a little bit unusual. If you really want him to go, don’t say ‘Giddy up.’ Say, ‘Praise the Lord,’ and he’ll take off.”


“I can handle that,” the buyer said.

“And to get him to stop, don’t say, ‘Whoa.’ Say, ‘Amen,’ and he’ll stop.”

“Okay,” the man said. He bought the horse and galloped away. After riding some distance, he was curious to see how fast the horse would go. “Praise the Lord,” he said—and the horse took off at unbelievable speed. Hanging on for dear life, the man saw a precipice ahead and realized the horse was about to race right over the cliff.

“Glory!” he said. But that didn’t work. “Hallelujah!” he shouted. But when the horse kept running, he knew that wasn’t the right word, either. Right before the horse was to go over the cliff, he said, “Oh, Lord, save me. In Jesus’ Name. Amen!” The horse screeched to a stop inches from the edge of the cliff.

And so relieved was the man that all he could say was, “Praise the Lord!”

Amos 6:1 (b)
 

…and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!

In other words, because of the peace and prosperity she was experiencing, all of the nations looked to the region of Samaria as the place to be.

Amos 6:2–4
 

Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border? Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near; That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;

The people of God were living in luxury and plunging into all sorts of immorality and gluttony.

Amos 6:5
 

That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David;

In 1 Chronicles 23, we read that David, a man after God’s own heart, actually invented instruments upon which he could praise the Lord. These people, however, were using instruments not to praise the Lord but to appeal to the flesh.

Amos 6:6
 

That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

Rather than being grieved for the people in need, the people in Amos’ day indulged in wine by the bowlful.

Amos 6:7
 

Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be removed.

Like the word “woe,” whenever you see the word “therefore” in Scripture, stop and ask “What is that there for?” Why would God’s people be carried away captive? Because of sexual immorality, sensual music, gluttony, and drunkenness. That’s why, during this time when everything seemed to be going so well, Amos was on the scene, saying, “Watch out. The path you’re on leads only to bondage.”

Amos 6:8
 

The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein.

The temple in Jerusalem had been Jacob’s excellency. But because the people were only going through the motions of true worship, the place in which the Lord once delighted to dwell (Psalm 87:2) was now a place He abhorred.

Amos 6:9–11
 

And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die. And a man’s uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the name of the LORD. For, behold, the LORD commandeth, and he will smite the great house with breaches, and the little house with clefts.

This speaks of the coming destruction both of great and small, of rich and poor by the hands of the Assyrians.

Amos 6:12–14
 

Shall horses run upon the rock? will one plow there with oxen? for ye have turned judgment into gall, and the fruit of righteousness into hemlock: Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken to us horns by our own strength? But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the LORD the God of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of the wilderness.

Israel would be invaded from the city of Hamath in the north and the invading Assyrians would make their way clear to the Nile in the south all because, rather than allowing God’s judgment to soften their hearts, their hearts remained as hard as stone.

Chapter 7
 

While the first six chapters of Amos deal with the pronouncements of eight judgments, the second half consists of the announcement of five visions…

Amos 7:1–6
 

Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me; and, behold, he formed grasshoppers in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings. And it came to pass, that when they had made an end of eating the grass of the land, then I said, O Lord GOD, forgive, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small. The LORD repented for this: It shall not be, saith the LORD. Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and, behold, the Lord GOD called to contend by fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did eat up a part. Then said I, O Lord GOD, cease, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small. The LORD repented for this: This also shall not be, saith the Lord GOD.

Amos’ first two visions consisted of grasshoppers eating the land followed by fire consuming the land. Both times, Amos sought the Lord, asking Him how the land would survive.

This speaks to me very practically. What are we to do when we see things that either bug us or burn us? We’re to do what Amos did. We’re to seek the Lord and pray that the situation would change, that the problem would be solved. In answer to Amos’ prayer, God relented because He knew all along that He could find an intercessor in Amos that would give Him the righteous excuse not to do what He was planning on doing. In light of this, I wonder how many of our own situations could be changed if, instead of being bugged or burned, we would pray. James tells us we have not because we ask not (4:2). Therefore, rather than expounding on how bugged we are, how burned up we are, how upset we are, we must be those who get on our knees and pray—and see what the Lord might do in changing the entire situation.

Amos 7:7–9
 

Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand. And the LORD said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more: And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.

In Amos’ third vision, we see neither praying on his part nor relenting on God’s. Why? Because the Lord is the One who stimulates us to pray in the first place. Without His pressing us, without His motivating us, we would never pray at all. This time, the Lord didn’t move Amos to pray. Why? Because the house of Jeroboam was destined to collapse.

Amos 7:10, 11
 

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land.

Amaziah was the intellectual, religious priest of Bethel who honored God with his mouth one moment and then honored Baal and polished the golden calf the next. Because he felt threatened by Amos, Amaziah told Jeroboam that Amos prophesied Jeroboam would die by the sword. In reality, however, Amos said the house of Jeroboam would die by the sword. In fact, this prophecy would not be fulfilled until Jeroboam’s grandson sat on the throne.

That’s the way gossip and innuendo always work. False witnesses tweak the truth just enough to give a false impression that works to the advantage of the talebearer. Of course, this is seen no more clearly than in the false witness borne against Jesus Himself (Mark 14:57, 58).

Amos 7:12, 13
 

Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there: But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court.

“Go back where you came from, Amos,” Amaziah said. “You don’t belong here.”

Amos 7:14, 15
 

Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.

“I’m not claiming to be an intellectual like you,” Amos answered. “I’m simply a herdman and a fig-picker. But the Lord told me to preach to the people of Israel and I obeyed.”

Where was Amos when he was called? He was with the flock. Where was Moses when he was called to lead Israel? Watching the sheep (Exodus 3:1). Where was David? Watching his father’s sheep (1 Samuel 16:19). Where do you find shepherds? Where do you find true spiritual leaders? You find them in those who are tending the flock—caring for people, loving people, and giving themselves to people. You’ll always find true shepherds among sheep and fruit-gatherers picking fruit.

Amos 7:16, 17
 

Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land.

Because you’re not listening to the word of the Lord, Amaziah, here’s what will happen,” the Lord said through Amos.

If we’re not listening to the Word of God, we, too, will find ourselves in big-time trouble. It’s just that simple. If we never pray with our husbands or wives, if we never have devotions with our kids, if we never spend time in the Word ourselves, we can’t wonder why our families end up held captive by the world, just as Israel would be.

Chapter 8
 

In chapter 8, Amos has another vision for the people of Israel who were so enamored with their culture and luxury, for those who were at ease in Zion.

Amos 8:1, 2 (a)
 

Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit.…

Amos was a fig-picker. So what did the Lord use to speak to him? He used fruit—something which Amos understood. The Lord is truly a Master Communicator and He will communicate with you in the terms and through the things you can best understand. So often we think we have to delve into areas with which we’re unfamiliar and learn concepts we really can’t grasp—but that’s not so. The Lord will speak to you right where you’re at. He’ll speak to you in the most wonderful, natural way. Therefore, as you go through your day, keep your antennae up. Listen for the Lord teaching you lessons using the things that are right before you.

Amos 8:2 (b)
 

…Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more.

Just like ripe summer fruit that is about ready to spoil, God’s people who, at one time were fruitful, were about to perish.

Amos 8:3
 

And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.

The songs that were once praise and adoration would become a lamentation.

Amos 8:4–7
 

Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.

The people had become so material, so caught up in the business aspects of their life that they chafed at the bit to get back to their business pursuits. “Let’s get this worship service over so we can get back to making money, so that we can exploit people and rip them off. We’ll do whatever it takes to get ahead,” they said.

“I see what you’re doing,” the Lord said. “You think you’re prospering but it’s only through deceit and exploitation. Therefore, like rotten fruit, you’ll be thrown out.”

Amos 8:8–10
 

Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

“Because your hearts are far from Me, trouble is coming,” the Lord says to His people through Amos. “The stock market will crash. The economy will collapse.”

Amos 8:11
 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:

God’s judgment would affect His people not only agriculturally and economically but spiritually. Prophets would still proclaim the Word and teachers would still explain the Word—but a time would come when people wouldn’t hear the Word. The information would still be available, but people wouldn’t receive it.

Amos 8:12
 

And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

Because they wouldn’t hear the Word of the Lord, people run here, there, and everywhere, trying to figure out the solution to their problems, the answer to their questions. They bounce from one experience to another, trying to determine what life is about.

Amos 8:13
 

In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.

After restlessness, we see weariness. As God’s people, those who should have been at a place of vitality and fullness will instead faint, give up, and drop out.

Amos 8:14
 

They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.

The reason for the famine of hearing the Word was that God’s people worshiped idols from the north in Dan to Beer-sheba in the south. Consequently, because they filled themselves with idol worship, they could no longer hear the Word of the Lord.

You may wonder why you’re not hearing the words of the Lord, why the Bible is so dry, why there is a famine in your land. As seen here, a very possible reason is that you are worshiping an idol of compromising literature, of questionable entertainment, of overworking to make more money. In Mark 4, Jesus said the Word of God is like seed thrown in the soil of men’s hearts. But the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lust for material things can choke its growth.

When you experience a famine in hearing the Word of the Lord, it’s His loving signal that something is amiss. When Scripture is no longer vibrant or important, when the impressions are no longer real or understandable, when spiritual truths are meaningless to you, the Lord in His love says, “That’s the first sign I’m giving you that something is wrong in your life. The path you’re on will eventually destroy you.”

If this is where you’re at, seek the Lord. Let Him point out to you the sin of Samaria, the gold calf of Dan before it destroys you. If you turn from it, your appetite for the Word will return. The seed of the Word will flourish once more, bringing forth much fruit.

Chapter 9
 

In chapter 9, Amos has another vision that relates to the idols God’s people were worshiping…

Amos 9:1 (a)
 

I saw the LORD standing upon the altar…

This refers not to the altar in the temple of Jerusalem but to the altar in a temple of a false god.

Amos 9:1 (b)
 

…and he said, Smite the lintel of the door, that the posts may shake: and cut them in the head, all of them; and I will slay the last of them with the sword: he that fleeth of them shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of them shall not be delivered.

“I’m going to bring down this idolatrous temple on the heads of those who worship within.” We see an illustration of this in Judges 16, the story of Samson. When he threw away all of the blessings of God and gave in to the temptations of Delilah, the Spirit of God left him and, as a result, he was captured by the Philistines. Physically blind, as he stood between two pillars of the temple of Dagon, he asked the Lord for one last measure of strength. When God graciously gave Samson a second chance, Samson pushed out the pillars. The walls and roof of the temple collapsed, resulting in the deaths of more people than Samson had killed in his life.

Amos 9:2, 3
 

Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down: And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the serpent, and he shall bite them:

Even if people attempted to flee to hell itself, they would not escape the Lord.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. Psalm 139:7, 8


David was comforted by the fact that no matter where he was—experiencing highs or feeling down in the depths of hell, God was with him. But here God is saying, “If you think you’re going to get out of this situation by dying, you’re wrong. You cannot escape My judgment. There’s no place to hide.”

Amos 9:4, 5
 

And though they go into captivity before their enemies, thence will I command the sword, and it shall slay them: and I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. And the Lord GOD of hosts is he that toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall rise up wholly like a flood; and shall be drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.

“The land that is so prosperous right now will be judged,” the Lord declares. “It will melt, evaporate, dissipate before your eyes.” Because the people of Israel rebelled against God, their enemies came in and, just as prophesied, deforested the nation that was once so beautiful. They cut down trees, which, in turn, altered the climate. The rich soil eroded and the land became arid.

Our lives also become rocky and dry when we rebel against the Lord. Things begin to erode. That which was once productive becomes barren.

Amos 9:6, 7
 

It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name. Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

While the Lord had indeed delivered His people from bondage in Egypt, He would not turn a blind eye to their sin—for He had delivered even heathen nations, as well. Therefore, Israel could not presume she was immune from His judgment.

Amos 9:8, 9
 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD. For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.

God would allow His people to be carried into all nations—yet not one true grain would be lost. In other words, there would always be a remnant of those who were faithful to Him.

Amos 9:10
 

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us.

Although the people denied the Word given to them, they would experience its results nonetheless. In 722 B.C., the Assyrians destroyed hundreds of thousands of them and carried hundreds of thousands more into captivity by putting fishhooks in their mouths and leading them with ropes to Assyria. At that point, the ten northern tribes were never heard of again.

In spite of this, Amos ends his prophecy with a glorious promise, for after declaring the punishment that was coming to Israel, he now gives a promise for Israel…

Amos 9:11 (a)
 

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen…

This could mean, as Orthodox Jews believe, that there will be a literal rebuilding of the tabernacle in the day of the Lord, in the end times. It most likely refers, however, to the household of David. That is, Jesus Christ, the Son of David, will rule and reign in Jerusalem.

Amos 9:11 (b)–13
 

…and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.

This idea of the mountains dropping sweet wine and the hills melting is talking about a restoration of the land. When the mountains first melted, they became rocky and barren. Now, they will flow with wine. They will be lush and bountiful once again.

Amos 9:14, 15
 

And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.

The Book of Amos ends with a promise that the kingdom will be restored, the heathen subdued, agricultural blessings renewed, and security guaranteed for the people of Israel. It’s a promise of God’s abundant blessing in the kingdom that is yet to come.




ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH

A Topical Study of


AMOS 9:11–15


Fire has contrasting qualities. It can be a blessing or a burden. Depending on where you’re standing, it can either warm you up or burn you out. When Amos came on the scene, he warned the people in a fiery way about the coming punishment upon Israel. In fact, no other prophet spoke of fire more than Amos. But as his prophecy unfolds, we see a change of tone. After warning the people of the coming punishment upon Israel, he warms them with the coming promise for Israel. He tells them there are special benefits and blessings that will come upon them very definitely.

In verses 11 through 15, he talks about a restoration of the Davidic covenant—that David’s house will be raised again. And indeed it will. When Jesus Christ, the Son of David, comes back and rules and reigns from Jerusalem, the house of David will be restored and resurrected again. He also talks about the subduing of the heathen, abundant crops, and guaranteed security.

We live in a day when we are beginning to see the fulfillment of these promises to Israel. At the same time, a controversy has arisen concerning Israel because the Christians are confused about how Israel and the church relate to each other. Presently, there are four understandings concerning this question…

Some say Israel has been replaced by the church. That is, when the Jewish people rejected Messiah, the Lord forsook Israel and decided to start all over again with the church. Therefore, they say, all of the promises concerning Israel apply only to the church.

Others say that Israel is synonymous with the church. That is, all of the Old Testament promises and prophecies concerning Israel materially and nationally are fulfilled in the church spiritually and eternally.

Still others maintain that Israel is equal to the church. That is, devout Jews who practice Judaism will make it into the kingdom of God just as devout Christians will because they are all His children.

But I believe the Word of God teaches clearly that Israel is distinct from the church. And I believe this understanding is important not only prophetically but practically.

One of the key components of Bible interpretation is the primary passage. That is, whenever you’re looking at any given subject, rather than taking an isolated verse from here or a small phrase from there, go to the primary passage where a subject is addressed. From that, you’ll gain understanding concerning the subject. False teachers don’t do this. Instead, they take a verse from here, a phrase from there, and they build an erroneous belief system that ignores the primary passage the Bible presents.

The primary passage that clearly addresses the relationship the church has to Israel is seen in Romans 9, 10, 11.

It was said in antiquity that all roads lead to Rome, for Rome was the center of the world politically, economically, militarily, and culturally. Spiritually, the same is still true, for all theological roads lead to the Book of Romans because it clarifies every important truth in the Bible.

• Romans 1 through 8 deals with the principles of salvation.

• In chapters 12 through 15, we see the practical aspects of salvation.

• But in the middle, in chapters 9 through 11, Paul talks about Israel.

Why? Some commentators think it’s just a parenthetical insert. Not true! Romans 9 through 11 is essential to the flow of the Book of Romans because Romans 8, the climax of the principles of salvation says there is no more condemnation, that all things work together for good, that nothing shall separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. As wonderful as these promises are, however, a question comes to mind. That is, “Will God keep His promises? After all, didn’t He make promises to Israel that went unfulfilled?”

Thus, in between the principles of salvation and the practical aspects of salvation, Paul talks about the problem of salvation. That is, what do you do with the Jews in light of this new plan of salvation? Paul brilliantly develops his argument. In chapter 9, he talks about God’s past dealings with Israel, revealing God’s sovereignty. In chapter 10, he talks about God’s present dealings with Israel, revealing God’s equality. In chapter 11, he talks about God’s promised dealings with Israel, revealing God’s integrity. And in each one, God reveals something essential concerning His character.

God’s Past Dealings with Israel


Of all the people of the world, Israel was adopted by God. When Abraham was in Ur worshiping the moon goddess, God said, “I’m going to pull that man out of the Babylonian religious system, adopt him, and make him a nation. And the nation that comes from him will show the world what it means to walk with Me.”

As God’s chosen people, the nation of Israel was the recipient of unique blessings. First, they actually saw the visible, tangible presence of God’s glory in a pillar of fire by night, a cloud by day, and the shekinah glory that filled the temple. Second, they had the covenants—the agreements God established with them. Third, the Law was given to them to show them how to live. People used to laugh at the Jews for believing in the principles of the Law. “Crazy Jews,” they would say. “They don’t even eat pork”—even as the Gentiles were dying of trichinosis right and left. God knew what He was saying. He knew humanity would not have an understanding of trichinosis or the danger of poisonous shellfish for centuries, so in His Law, He gave minute instructions about how He wanted His people to live—for their own good. Fourth, God’s people were given the privilege of serving God. But above all, they were given Jesus.

After talking about the gifts of God to Israel in Romans 9:1 through 5, Paul talks about the grace of God upon Israel in verses 6 through 21. Although Abraham had two sons, God chose to bless only Isaac. Of Isaac’s two sons, God chose only Jacob. Is this fair? God is sovereign. He does what He wants for reasons He knows. As we see Jacob’s and Esau’s lives unfold, we see that, although Jacob wasn’t always good, he did have a heart for God. Esau, on the other hand, had such little regard for God that he traded his birthright for a bowl of stew (Genesis 25:32). God chose right. He always does.

The opportunity to be God’s people was given to Israel sovereignly, but it was not given exclusively. God would later open the door wider. Yet sadly, although the Gentiles would be included, Israel would miss the opportunity. The Gentiles attained righteousness by faith. The Jews tried to show they were deserving, and missed it entirely.

God’s Present Dealings with Israel


Now God no longer deals differently with Jews and Gentiles. Now He deals with Jew, Gentile, black, white, young, old, Californian, Oregonian, redhead, blonde, fat, skinny, tall, short—all people equally. Jesus kept the law perfectly. We can see the fulfillment of the law in Jesus Christ. And He died on the Cross as its ultimate fulfillment. The Law serves simply to point people to Him (Galatians 3:24).

In Romans 10, Christ is revealed as Savior in verses 1 through 4 and received as Savior in verses 5 through 15. Christ is received as Savior when you come to the place where you confess Him as Lord (Romans 10:9, 10). Verses 16 through 21 talk about Christ rejected as Savior. This message was entrusted to the Jews, but they did not receive it. Does that mean there’s no hope for them?

God’s Promised Dealings with Israel


In Romans 11, we see that God’s promises to Israel are still intact. “Look at me,” Paul says. “I’m saved. Therefore, God hasn’t given up on the Jews. All of His promises to them are still valid.” The olive tree is a symbol of Israel. Paul says that, although the natural branches were broken off, the root is still in place. That is, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob trusted in God rather than in their own works. So God grafted in the Gentiles as branches. But Paul says the natural branches will be grafted in again because God is not through with Israel (Romans 11:23, 24). If the wild branches are bearing fruit—which we, as Gentiles, are—can you imagine how fruitful the natural branches will be once they’re grafted back in? The nation will experience revival unlike any that has ever been seen in the history of the world. The Jews are only blind for a specific amount of time. After the church is raptured, Israel will see that Jesus is Lord and all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26).

“Count on it,” Paul says. “The promises to Israel will be fulfilled.” Therefore, dear saint, the promises given to you are equally sure. What a glorious God we serve.

Amen.




 







OBADIAH
 

Background to Obadiah
 

Beginning with Hosea and ending with Malachi, the final twelve books of the Old Testament are known as the minor prophets not because of their importance but because of their length. A sermon’s strength is not necessarily equivalent to its length. In fact, sometimes the shortest messages can be the most potent and impacting. With a book only twenty-one verses long, although Obadiah is the “minorest” of the minor prophets, he has a major message for us today.

We don’t know where Obadiah was born, when he lived, or what his circumstances were. We do know that his name means “servant of the Lord.” A servant, of course, is to serve rather than to be noticed. That’s what John the Baptist taught us when he said that Jesus must increase but that he himself must decrease (John 3:30). Like John the Baptist, Obadiah had a servant mentality.

Obadiah was sent by the Lord to minister to the Edomites—a very proud people. Approximately 2,000 years before Christ came, God desired to show the world the benefits and blessings that would come to people who walked with Him. So He tapped a man named Abraham—a man who lived in the city of Ur and worshiped the moon—on the shoulder and called him to become an entirely new nation. Abraham’s son was named Isaac. Isaac had a son named Jacob. Jacob had a twin brother named Esau, the father of the Edomites. Even before they were born, Jacob and Esau fought in the womb of their mother, Rachel. When Rachel sought the Lord concerning this, He said it was because there were two nations inside of her and that they were already warring with one another (Genesis 25:23).

The Lord sovereignly and wisely chose the younger of the two to continue His line. He rejected Esau because Esau was a carnal man as evidenced by the fact that he sold his birthright for a bowl of pottage, or stew (Genesis 25:33). When Esau left his family’s heritage to begin his own society, he married a number of heathen wives and began a nation called the Edomites. Edom means “red”—after the color of the pottage he so desired (Genesis 25:30).

The Edomites lived in an area southeast of Israel, an area in present-day Jordan—a rocky, rugged area. They became a powerful, prolific people and developed three cities: Bozrah, Teman—which was known as a center of knowledge and wisdom in the ancient world—and their capital city of Petra. Because Petra was hidden in the crater of a volcano with only one way in on a narrow mountain pass that was only twelve feet wide in many places, it was thought to be the safest place in the world. Historians tell us it would take only twenty men to defend the city of one million because the Edomites would stand on the cliffs surrounding the city that ranged in height from 200 to 1,000 feet and pelt any intruders with boulders.

As a result, the Edomites were extremely proud and arrogant. So the Lord sent His humble servant, Obadiah, to address them.

He predicted destruction of the Edomites. In verses 17 through 21, we see the promised restoration of the Israelites.

Obadiah 1
 

The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.

In verse 1, we see the Lord sending Obadiah as an ambassador to the heathen nations, telling them they would be stirred up to wage war against the Edomites.

Obadiah 2
 

Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.

In verse 2, the Lord’s message through Obadiah to Edom was that their doom was imminent.

Obadiah 3, 4
 

The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.

Regardless of how invincible they thought they were, the Lord would bring the Edomites down.

Obadiah 5, 6
 

If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not have stolen till they had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes? How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up!

Because Edom was thought to be impregnable, banks carved in the cliffs of the rock city of Petra were devoted to holding the treasures of her allies. Here, the Lord says, “Every last one of your treasures will be stolen.” When Petra was rediscovered in the early 1800s, although the buildings that were carved right out of rock were still intact, not a single item was found within them. Considering Petra had a population of one million, the fact that there wasn’t a single artifact left not only fulfills Obadiah’s prophecy, but makes it unique in the history of archeology.

Obadiah 7
 

All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.

The Edomites were known as very sophisticated diplomats. But they would be double-crossed.

Obadiah 8, 9
 

Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.

After prophesying that her territory would be subdued, her treasures stolen, and her treaties subverted, here we see Edom’s troops and wise men slaughtered. The Edomites were not only known for their military ability but also for their intellectual capability. In the study of ancient cultures of the region, Petra is one of the great unsolved mysteries to this day. Inside the city and all around Edom there was an abundance of agriculture. Yet Edom only received an inch of rainfall a year. How did they irrigate their crops? How could they sustain such a large population? Although archaeologists have uncovered the ruins of their aqueducts and holding systems, exactly how they worked still remains a mystery.

Despite their technical ingenuity, however, judgment was headed their way. What had the Edomites done to cause such heavy judgment against themselves?

Obadiah 10–13
 

For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress. Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity;

After seeing their judgment described, here we see why the Edomites’ destruction was deserved: they encouraged Israel’s foes. When Israel was in trouble—either when the Philistines attacked in 840 B.C. or during the Babylonian invasion of 587 B.C.—rather than stand by Israel, they stood against her, interested only in what they could get as spoil (Psalm 137:7).

Obadiah 14
 

Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.

Not only did the Edomites encourage Israel’s foes but they enslaved Israel’s fugitives. That is, they captured and enslaved the Israelites trying to escape destruction when Israel was attacked.

Obadiah 15, 16
 

For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head. For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.

That which Edom had done to Israel would now befall her. She would be eaten up and swallowed down.

Obadiah 17
 

But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.

In verse 17, after seeing the predicted destruction of the Edomites, we come to the promised restoration of the Israelites. So much had been given to them but they weren’t enjoying it. The time is coming, however, when they shall truly possess their possessions, when they will understand and enjoy the blessings God has given them.

Obadiah 18
 

And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.

When the Lord comes back, all shall be Israel’s that was intended to be hers. The Edomites, however, would be burned as stubble. Centuries after this prophecy was given, in A.D. 70, when the Romans came into the area, due to guerilla warfare and disease, the Edomites could not effectively resist them. But when they heard there were rebels in Jerusalem standing up to the Romans, the 20,000 remaining Edomites joined them and holed up in the temple. When Titus began to burn Jerusalem and destroy the temple, history tells us that 8,500 Edomites were burned alive with it. The remaining 12,000 Edomites were slaughtered in the city or outside the city gates. That is why, although you might live next to an Iranian, Ethiopian, or Egyptian, you’ll never meet an Edomite. They were permanently destroyed.

Obadiah 19, 20
 

And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south.

Verses 19 and 20 list the territory Israel will enjoy when the Lord comes back—when she will at last truly possess her possessions.

Obadiah 21
 

And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD’s.

Obadiah’s prophecy ends by saying that, although Edom will be destroyed, Israel will go on.

Ethnically, this is a reminder to all people at all times that God’s hand is on the Jews in a very special way. In the Book of Genesis, God declared that those who blessed them would be blessed while those who cursed them would themselves be cursed (12:3). Throughout history, nations that bless Israel have experienced blessings while nations that have come against her have ultimately experienced hardship or destruction altogether.

But, because Edom represents so much of the tendency within our own society, I believe Obadiah also says something to us personally. That is, we feel just as safe and secure in our money market certificates, stock portfolios, pensions, and savings accounts as the Edomites did in their rock city. We think we’re secure because we’re a democracy, because we are masters of technology and have a strong military.

These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. Proverbs 6:16–19


We hate child molesters, murderers, and kidnappers. But God says number one on the list of things He hates is pride.

Why? I suggest two reasons…

First, pride makes people independent from Him. Proud people don’t seek God because they are secure in what they have. Why is God grieved when we are independent from Him? Because He knows we’re missing all the blessings He has for us. When a person experiences tragedy or difficulty, setback or reversal, he prays. He comes to prayer meetings. He has morning devotions. He asks people to pray for him. He prays constantly because he’s desperate. But when he’s proud, he doesn’t pray. And in so doing, he cuts himself off from that which God wants to do for him. So it is a loving Father who says, “If My children are proud, they won’t pray. And if they don’t pray, they won’t receive all that I want to give them and do for them.”

Second, pride makes us insensitive to others.

Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom. Proverbs 13:10


If you’re fighting with your wife, at odds with your neighbor, or having problems with your boss it is always an issue of pride because pride is the root of all contention.

Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Proverbs 16:18


Just like the Edomites, we will go down if there is pride in our hearts because we will become independent from God and insensitive to others.

What’s the solution? The first is confession of sin. I find that daily, constantly, and specifically confessing my sin to God keeps me in a place of constant humility. “Lord, I wasn’t listening to that person. I over-reacted to that situation. I ignored that need.” You will not walk around with a puffed up head or puffed out chest if you are constantly confessing your sin. That’s why God desires it.

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.… James 5:16 (a)


We are to humble ourselves not only in the sight of God but to confess our faults one to another because there’s nothing that will keep us humble like confessing our faults to a close brother or sister. Everyone has problems, struggles, and difficulties. We’re all in this together.

The pathway to humility winds through confession. The second solution to pride lies in humiliation.

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Corinthians 12:2, 7–9


Paul realized that, because he had been given so much revelation, God saw there was a possibility of pride so He allowed a messenger of Satan to buffet him. Some think this refers to a demon. Others think it refers to a temptation that taunted him. Others say it was an eye disease. Still others say there was a group of people who sought to undermine Paul through innuendo and rumor wherever he went.

Whatever it was, Paul prayed three times to be delivered from it before he finally realized that it was when he was weak that he was actually strong. When he was humiliated, he knew he had to depend upon God. So he embraced the humiliation.

Is there someone who humiliates you constantly? Embrace him. Is there a temptation that taunts you incessantly? Are you plagued by a physical infirmity? Accept what the Lord is doing through it because it’s keeping you humble. This will keep you tender toward people and dependent upon the Lord. Humility and brokenness are of utmost importance in His sight. Therefore, He will do whatever it takes to keep His children in that position.

May He keep us ever dependent upon Him lest we become like Edom and are brought down tragically. May we find our security not in our own plans and profits but in Him alone so that we, like Israel, can possess all He has for us.







JONAH
 

Background to Jonah
 

Unlike that of any other prophet, Jonah’s message was singular and only eight words long: Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown (3:4). Thus, unlike any other prophetic book, the Book of Jonah is not a series of messages. Rather, it is a two-act drama. In Act 1, chapters 1 and 2, the setting is the great sea—the Mediterranean. The plot is Jonah forsaking his mission. In Act 2, chapters 3 and 4, the setting is the great city—Nineveh. The plot is Jonah fulfilling his mission. The star of the cast is God. Jonah is the supporting actor and there is a cameo appearance by the great fish.

In an effort to make the Book of Jonah easier to “swallow,” critics and pseudo-scholars have suggested different ways it should be interpreted. Some say it should be interpreted as a myth—that it’s an interesting story from antiquity, but not to be taken literally. Like Moby Dick or Robinson Crusoe, it’s fascinating, but fiction nonetheless. Others say it should be interpreted allegorically. That is, they suggest that Jonah represents the Jews; the great sea depicts the nations of the world; and the great fish symbolizes the Babylonians who held the Jews captive for seventy years before freeing them to return to their homeland.

But I believe the Book of Jonah should be interpreted historically. Neither myth nor allegory, it speaks of an actual event. Why do I say this? First, because Jonah is referred to in the Old Testament. Jonah is referred to in 2 Kings 14:25 as an actual person, named as a prophet, and his hometown identified. Second, Jonah is referred to in the New Testament. In Matthew 12 and 16, by referring to Jonah by name, Jesus verified and validated this Old Testament account.

Satan seems to have a special hatred for and a determination to undermine the authenticity of the Books of Genesis, Jonah, and Daniel. Why? I believe it is because Genesis speaks of the Incarnation of Christ, Jonah of the Resurrection of Christ, and Daniel of the Second Coming of Christ. In the opening pages of the very first book of the Bible, we see the Proto Evangelicum—the first mention of the gospel message. Jesus Himself identified this story as a picture of His burial and Resurrection (Matthew 12:38, 39). In Daniel 7, Jesus is seen ruling over the earth and destroying the enemy following His Second Coming.

But just as Satan seeks to stamp out the authority of these books, I find it interesting that Jesus seemed to go out of His way to put His stamp of approval on them. In Matthew 19:4, Jesus used the Genesis account of the creation of Adam and Eve as a cornerstone for His teaching on marriage. In Matthew chapters 12 and 16, as well as in Luke 11, Jesus referred to Jonah in response to the clamor of the people for a sign. In Matthew 24, Jesus spoke of Daniel by name and based His end-time teaching on the second chapter of Daniel’s book.

In chapter 1 of Jonah, we’ll see God’s patience when Jonah protested. In chapter 2, we’ll see God’s pardon when Jonah prayed. In chapter 3, we’ll see God’s power when Jonah preached. In chapter 4, we’ll see God’s pity when Jonah pouted. Some find this book “fishy.” Others find it hard to “swallow.” But I pray you will get “hooked” on this book, a whale of a tale about a rebellious prophet, a wicked city, and the God of the second chance.

Chapter 1
 

Jonah 1:1 (a)
 

Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah…

Jonah means “Dove.” Throughout Scripture, the dove is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, it is an appropriate name for this one whose anointed ministry ushered in the greatest revival in world history.

Jonah 1:1 (b), 2
 

…the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.

Located on the eastern side of the Tigris River, Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria, was one of the greatest cities of antiquity. With 1,200 two-hundred-feet high towers and surrounded by a hundred-feet-high wall whose foundation was made of polished stone and of such breadth that three chariots could drive abreast atop it, Nineveh was magnificent to behold. Sixty miles in circumference, enough corn could grow inside the walls to feed the population of 600,000. Within the city were magnificent palaces, including courtyards covering more than a hundred acres. The roof of the king’s palace was supported by beams of cedar resting on columns of cypress and inlaid and strengthened with bands of sculptured silver and gold. Hanging gardens filled the city with rich plants and rare animals. Temples, palaces, libraries, and arsenals abounded to adorn and enrich the city beyond belief. And all was built by the labor of foreign slaves.

It was an awesome city—but it was also an awful city. To this day, Assyrians are known as the cruelest, most sadistic people in world history. Furniture made of human skin and pyramids constructed of human skulls attest to their atrocities. Thus, telling Jonah to go to Nineveh would have been comparable to telling him to go to Berlin in the 1940s.

Jonah 1:3 (a)
 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD…

Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord out of fear. However, it was not the cruelty of the Ninevites Jonah feared—but the mercy of God toward them (Jonah 3:2). You see, Jonah knew that if the Ninevites turned to God, He would forgive them—and the last thing Jonah wanted was to see the Ninevites blessed. He wanted to see them blasted.

Jonah put patriotism above evangelism. But before we are too quick to judge, we must search our own hearts. What if the Lord said to you, “I have a mission for you: Go to the most anti-American country and give your life to them in My name”? If you’re like Jonah—or me—you would have a very hard time with that request. But our Father says, “I love this world—including all of those who shout, ‘Death to the Great White Satan America.’ You may not understand them, but I do.”

We have to be careful of a “Moral Majority mentality” that says, “America is always right and everyone else needs to see things our way.” We’re part of something bigger than the USA, gang. We’re part of the kingdom of God; and our King is merciful, compassionate, slow to anger, and desirous that all be saved (2 Peter 3:9).

Jonah 1:3 (b)
 

…and went down to Joppa…

Jonah went down to Joppa. This is the first of many downward steps he’ll take.

Jonah 1:3 (c)
 

…and he found a ship going to Tarshish…

Nineveh is to the northeast of Israel. Joppa is to the west. Therefore, Jonah sailed in the opposite direction of the Lord’s command. Whenever you’re running in the opposite direction from the presence or call of the Lord, you can be sure that Satan will have a ship all ready for you to set sail.

Jonah 1:3 (d)
 

…so he paid the fare thereof…

Jonah paid for his excursion in rebellion. Anytime you rebel, know this: The ship will be there waiting, but you’ll pay a heavy price because, although sin is exciting initially, it’s expensive eventually (Hebrews 11:25).

Jonah 1:3 (e)
 

…and went down into it…

Jonah went down into the boat and he’s going to go down even lower before he’s through. If you feel “down” today, could it be because, like Jonah, you’re ignoring or rebelling against something the Lord has told you to do?

Jonah 1:3 (f), 4
 

…to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.

God sent a storm.

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. Psalm 107:25–28


Sometimes God sends storms of severity in order to bring His children into port safely. Such was Jonah’s case. This storm was not God’s punishment of Jonah, but showed His patience with Jonah. You see, had Jonah listened, through the howling wind of the storm, he could have heard God’s voice saying, “I’m not going to let you go, Jonah. I love you too much. So blow, wind, blow.”

Not every storm, however, is the result of rebellion. Jesus sent His disciples into storms on more than one occasion not because they were sinning, but because they had need of strengthening—not to destroy them, but to develop them (Matthew 14:24; Luke 8:23).

Some of the most beautiful trees I’ve ever seen are the cypress trees of the Monterey Peninsula. The longer the wind blows these trees, the more shapely and beautiful they become. The stronger the wind blows, the deeper their roots go. Thus, the cypress become incredibly sturdy and very lovely because of the constant wind upon them.

The same is true of us. God’s stormy winds upon our lives are meant not to destroy us, but to develop us. If you feel in the midst of a storm even now, take hope, dear saint. God is either using it to bring you back to His safe port or He’s using it to make your life into a beautiful trophy of His grace.

Jonah 1:5 (a)
 

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god…

Every man—even the most seasoned sailor—has someone or something he cries to when the storm gets brutal.

Jonah 1:5 (b)
 

…and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship…

The sailors began throwing their possessions and treasures overboard—and Jonah went deeper still.

Jonah 1:5 (c)
 

…and he lay, and was fast asleep.

When Jesus was in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, so sound was His sleep that His disciples had to waken Him during a storm (Mark 4:38). Jesus could sleep through the storm in peace, knowing that His Father was in control. This was not the case with Jonah. He was asleep not because he was at peace with God but because he was rebelling against Him. If you’ve ever been so weighed down by sin that you just wanted to pull the blankets over your head and fall asleep, hoping everything would somehow be okay when you woke up, you know how Jonah felt.

Jonah 1:6, 7
 

So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.

The sailors drew straws to determine whose fault the storm was—and Jonah got the short one.

Jonah 1:8
 

Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?

“Who are you?” the sailors asked Jonah. “And what have you done to deserve this kind of punishment?”

Jonah 1:9, 10
 

And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

“The God who made the sea and the dry land told me to go to Nineveh,” Jonah explained. “But there’s no way I’m going because I hate the Assyrians.” Jonah mistakenly thought he could run away in rebellion and hide out in the hold of a heathen ship, where no one would be the wiser.

Crew members of an English ship sailing around Cape Horn in the 1870s mutinied against their captain and shot him in the head before throwing him overboard, where his body landed on an ice shelf. Forty years later, off the coast of central Chile, an iceberg was spotted. To keep it from impeding the passage of sailing vessels in the area, a couple of men sailed out to blow it up, only to discover the frozen body of a man encased within. After chipping away the top layer of ice, the body was identified as that of Frank Shaw, a sea captain who had disappeared. Thus, the mutineers, who, for forty years thought they had gotten away with their crime, were hung on the gallows in London.

Be sure your sin will find you out (Numbers 32:23). You never know what iceberg’s going to float in!

Jonah 1:11, 12
 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.

Jonah said, “Since my sin is the reason you guys are getting seasick, throw me instead of your treasures overboard and the storm will stop.”

The problem with sin and rebellion is this: Innocent people get tossed around in our storms. You might say with great bravado, “I’ll pay the fare. I’ll pay the price for my sin”—but that doesn’t take into account the fact that others will get beat up and go down in the process. Our families, friends, and coworkers often pay the price for our own foolishness and rebellion.

Jonah 1:13 (a)
 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land…

The sailors fought harder against the storm. Knowing Jonah was the prophet of a very powerful God, they feared to touch him. It is interesting that these unbelieving, heathen sailors had more respect for the omnipotence of God than did His own prophet.

Jonah 1:13 (b)–16
 

…but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.

These scared, salty sailors were the first souls saved in a revival that would become the greatest in history.

Jonah 1:17 (a)
 

Now the LORD had prepared a great fish…

The Hebrew word dag, here translated “fish,” can also mean “creature” or “whale.”

Jonah 1:17 (b)
 

…to swallow up Jonah.…

If people would do a little more historical research, they wouldn’t struggle intellectually with Jonah being in the belly of a great fish or even a whale. The following account is by M. DeParvelle, French scientist and editor of the Journal Des Debats…

In February, 1891, the whaling ship, Star of the East, was in the vicinity of the Falkland Islands when the lookout sighted a large sperm whale three miles away. Two boats were lowered and in short time, one of the harpooners was able to spear the creature. The second boat also attacked the whale but was upset by a lash of its tail, causing the crew to fall into the sea. One of them drowned but the other, James Bartley, simply disappeared without a trace.

After the whale was killed, the crew set to work with axes and spades to remove the blubber. They worked all day and into the night. The next day, they attached tackle to the stomach in order to hoist it to the deck. In so doing, the sailors were startled by something in the stomach which gave spasmodic signs of life. Inside was found the missing sailor, doubled up and unconscious. He was laid on the deck and treated to a bath of sea water, which soon revived him.

At the end of the third week, he had entirely recovered from the shock and resumed his duties on the ship. His face, neck, and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness and he took on the appearance of parchment. Bartley affirms that he probably would have lived inside his house of flesh until he starved, for he lost his senses through fright and not through lack of air.

This is only one of several records wherein non-Christian, unbelieving historians and scientists have recorded incidents of men surviving in whales.

Jonah 1:17 (c)
 

…And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah was in a tight spot, no doubt about it! Tight spots are interesting because they will either make us bitter or make us better. The boiling water that hardens the egg softens the potato.

In chapter 2, Jonah will come out better—not bitter—because his tight spot will bring him to a place of prayer.




A WHALE OF A SIGN

A Topical Study of


JONAH 1:17


Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it…
Matthew 12:38, 39 (a)


The skeptics had gathered around our Lord once again, asking for a sign. Although Jesus could have easily given them one, He chose instead to look those boys in the eye and say, “An evil and adulterous”—or a physical and material—“generation seeks after a sign.” He said this because He knew the tendency of skeptic and saint alike to become so confined to the realm of the physical that there is no room for the reality of the spiritual.

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
John 20:24, 25


Eight days later, Jesus answered Thomas, saying,

Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
John 20:29


Blessed are they that have not seen and yet believe. Who is the blessed person, the happy person? The one who lives in the spiritual rather than the material arena.

Just as swimmers bind their legs together to develop their stroke, the Lord wants to develop the “stroke” of our faith by binding the “kick” of our physical senses. “Learn to live in the arena of the unseen,” He says to us. “Learn to walk by faith rather than by sight. The material world is doomed to disappear. I’m grooming you for eternity.”

Jesus did not comply with the demand of the skeptics for the type of sign they had in mind. It wasn’t because their request was too hard for the One who had fed 5,000 with a few loaves and fishes, walked on water, and calmed a storm. Their request was not too big. It was too small—for the sign Jesus promised was bigger than anything they could have imagined.

“There is one sign I will give,” Jesus said, “to you and to everyone throughout history. It is the sign of the prophet Jonah—for just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale for three days and three nights before he appeared again, so too, for three days and three nights, I will be in the heart of the earth” (see Matthew 12:39, 40).

Because the Resurrection was the one and only sign Jesus promised, I would like to share with you three reasons why it is the basis of our belief and the foundation of our faith.

The Resurrection is Authentication of Who Jesus Was


I remember talking to a man in San Diego who told me that he was the Messiah for our generation. His goal was twofold: to save San Diego and to save the whales.

“How can I know you are really God?” I asked.

“You’ll hear of my death very soon,” he said. “But after I die, I will resurrect from the dead and make myself known to men.”

That was fifteen years ago. I’m still waiting.

There is only One who rose from the dead, which is why the Resurrection validates Jesus as unique among men.

“Yeah,” you say, “but did He really rise from the dead? I heard He didn’t die at all—that one of His disciples disguised himself as a Roman soldier, took a sponge filled with some sort of knock-out drug, and held it up to Jesus on the tip of a spear as He hung on the Cross. Then, after three days, Jesus came to, claiming He had risen from the dead.”

If you believe that a man could endure a beating with the flagellum, have his beard plucked out, be nailed to a cross, have a spear stuck in his side, be placed in a tomb without fresh air, food, or water for three days and three nights then suddenly pop up, push away a three-ton stone, take on a hundred Roman soldiers, and walk around, saying, “I’ve resurrected” you are a person of remarkable faith!

“Well, maybe He died,” you say. “But did He really rise from the dead? Maybe the Jewish leaders took His body just to bug the believers.”

That is also impossible for me to believe. After all, the Jews considered Christianity to be a blasphemous and heretical doctrine. Producing the body of Jesus would have put an end to it forever.

“Well,” you suggest, “maybe the Romans took His body.”

The Romans? History tells us that not only did Christianity divide the Roman Empire but that it ushered in its eventual demise. The Romans could have saved their empire and saved themselves the trouble of killing millions of Christians simply by producing the body of Jesus.

“Well,” you wonder, “maybe Mary and the other women went to the wrong tomb on Easter morning.”

Do you mean to say that no one hearing the women’s story would have investigated it thoroughly to see if, in their grief, the women had become confused and mistaken?

“Well,” you theorized, “maybe, wanting to perpetuate the teaching of their leader and to establish His place in history, the disciples stole the body.”

History and human nature say otherwise. Peter was crucified upside down. John was first boiled in oil and then left to die on the island of Patmos. James was sawn in half lengthwise. Thomas was speared in the back. Andrew’s brains were beaten out with a club. To a man, the disciples—many seeing their wives and children tortured—died violent, brutal deaths rather than deny that Jesus Christ had risen from the dead. To believe that any group of men would endure the ravaging of their families and the torture of their own bodies in order to uphold what they know to be a lie is beyond the limits of credibility.

Any thinking person who explores the question honestly and with intellectual integrity must conclude that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead.

The Resurrection is Validation of What Jesus Does


But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.… And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
1 John 1:7, 2:1 (b), 2


What does “propitiation” mean? It means “satisfaction.”

In other words, according to John, Jesus’ death satisfied the demands of a holy God who said that sin must be punished. Jesus was the propitiation, the satisfaction. The question is: Did it work? Did God look at the death of Jesus Christ and say, “Yes. That will do. Jon’s sins are now forgiven”? Did the blood truly take away my sins?

I could go through the actions of writing you a million-dollar check, it would mean nothing if I didn’t have the funds to back it up. Jesus claimed to be dying for our sins, but did His death “take?” Did it really satisfy the demands of a holy God who said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4)?

Yes. The Resurrection proves it. It’s the validation of what Jesus does. His blood does indeed cleanse us. It is valid. It “took.” It works! “This Jesus hath God raised up” (Acts 2:32)—validating what He did on the Cross and what He continues to do in our lives.

The Resurrection is Exhilaration for Those Jesus Loves


On Easter Sunday, the women who discovered the empty tomb were excited, the disciples were elated, and all who saw Jesus were exhilarated. Why? It was not because they said, “Theologically, this is the verification and the validation of His work on the Cross and, apologetically, this is the authentication of who He is.”

No, these people were not thinking in terms of theology. They were simply aware that Jesus, their Lord, had risen; that Jesus, their Friend, was back.

“My Friend is back!” Peter must have said—“the One who healed my mother-in-law, taught me to walk on water, and paid my temple tax with a coin from a fish’s mouth.”

“Our Friend is back!” the disciples must have echoed—“the One who calmed storms, fed multitudes, and loved sinners.”

“I will never leave you. I will never forsake you,” He said. “And I will send you another Comforter—the same kind of Person I am. He will be with you always—even to the ends of the earth” (Matthew 28:20; John 14:16).

So it is what we can say, “Our Friend is here! His Spirit lives in our hearts.”

When I’m hungry emotionally, spiritually, or physically—He’s here to satisfy me and to supply all my needs according to His riches. When I go through storms and feel like my boat is about to sink, it’s Jesus, the living Lord, who walks out and rescues me. When sickness strikes my family, when challenges and difficulties surround me, it’s Jesus who comes in, takes me by the hand, and lifts me up.

The Resurrection is authentication of who Jesus is, validation of what He does, and exhilaration for those He loves. Truly, it’s a whale of a sign—the only sign we need.




 

Chapter 2
 

Jonah 2:1
 

Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish’s belly,

Jonah didn’t pray the minute he was swallowed. Three days and three nights passed before he prayed. Why do you suppose he waited so long? I suggest it was for the same reason we do.

When we’re in a place where we know we have rebelled against the will of the Lord and we’re in a tight spot because of it, we think, “No doubt I have blown it so badly and grieved God so deeply that He won’t listen to anything I say. Therefore, why pray? If I were God, I wouldn’t listen to me, either.”

We have the mistaken idea that God hears the prayers of “good people” but turns a deaf ear to those who are in a place of rebelliousness or weakness.

So often I mistakenly think my relationship with God is based upon the subtle supposition that if I’m really “good”—if I’m reading my Bible, going to church, and praying a lot—God will hear my prayers. But if I’m not, then He’s not interested. But that’s just not true—for, as Jonah is about to experience, God is gracious and merciful, kind and compassionate, ready to forgive and eager to respond to His children no matter where they’re at or why they’re there.

Jonah 2:2
 

And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

Seaweed wrapped around his head, fish slapping him in the face, the temperature a stifling 98.6 (if it was indeed a whale), Jonah felt as though he was in hell itself. He had gone down to Joppa, down to the ship, down inside the ship, down in the belly of the whale—down into hell itself. At last he called out to the Lord. And the Lord heard his cry.

Jonah 2:3–9
 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God. When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.

Jonah had no idea what would happen next. He was just glad that, after three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, he sensed the presence of the Lord.

Jonah 2:10
 

And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

The whale suddenly felt the “urge to regurge,” and Jonah was deposited on the beach. So, if you feel that nothing is working out with your job, your relationships or your family; if you feel that your life is going nowhere, that nothing is making sense, take heart—for even when we think nothing is working out, God has promised that it’s all working out (Romans 8:28). You see, while Jonah felt forsaken and forgotten, blinded and in the dark—for three days and three nights when he thought his life was going nowhere—the whale was moving.

Where was it going? It was swimming from somewhere out in the middle of the Mediterranean off the coast of Spain back to the place where God had wanted Jonah all along. Jonah didn’t have a clue that anything was happening until suddenly he was on the beach at Assyria.

The same is true for you. If you call out to the Lord and say, “Lord, I need You,” you’ll find that eventually you’ll be right where you were supposed to be—that, through the days and nights when you thought nothing was happening, unbeknownst to you, the whale was moving.

Chapter 3
 

Jonah 3:1 (a)
 

And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time…

Our God is the God of the second chance.

I remember reading that General Motors Corporation only gave one chance. That is, according to the article, candidates for executive positions were taken out to lunch where their every move was scrutinized—down to the seasoning of their soup. If they salted their soup before tasting it, they supposedly demonstrated the behavior of one who makes decisions before having the facts. One false move like that, and they’d be out!

I’m thankful God isn’t like that because we would all be dust, curtains, toast, finished. We wouldn’t have a chance! And, lest you think Jonah was an exceptional case, please note that giving people a second chance is God’s usual mode of operation.

Abraham denied that Sarah was his wife and watched her carried off to kings’ harems—not once, but on two separate occasions (Genesis 12:15; 20:2). Moses murdered a man and tried to cover his sin by burying the body in the desert sand (Exodus 2:12). David committed adultery and subsequently murdered Uriah (2 Samuel 11:4, 15). Peter denied Jesus by the enemy’s fire (Matthew 26:74). John Mark left Paul and Barnabas stranded when he ran home to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). Yet in each of these cases, God used these men after their mistakes.

Why? Because giving people a second chance is God’s delight. God loves to use the foolish things of the world to confound the wise and the weak things to confound the strong (1 Corinthians 1:27).

I remember taking my daughter, Jessie, for a walk down the Rogue River. As we walked along the shore, we noticed four or five fishermen standing on the rocks out in the water. They had on fishing hats, vests, and waders. They had fancy fishing poles with shiny reels and tackle boxes with sonic lures.


“Have you caught anything?” I called.

“Not yet.”

Just then, Jessie, who was about seven years old at the time, said, “Daddy, can I fish?”

“Honey, we don’t have a pole,” I said.

Not easily deterred, Jessie reached down, grabbed a stick and said, “Here, Daddy. Here’s a pole.”

“But, Jess, we don’t have any line,” I said.

Five minutes later, after digging through the rocks and finding a few feet of used line with a rusty hook on the end, she tugged on the pants leg of one of the fishermen and said, “Could I borrow some bait, please?”

“Sure,” the amused fisherman said as he handed her a fish egg.

With a big smile on her face, Jessie dropped her line in, and, within ninety seconds, pulled her stick-pole, recycled line, rusty hook, borrowed egg—and shiny trout out of the water.

That’s just like us! The Lord loves to use children like us—with our little poles and rusty hooks—to do His work. In Ephesians 2:4–7, Paul says that God, who is rich in mercy, saved us so that in the ages to come, we might be a testimony to the glory of His grace.

You see, when the angels see you and me ruling and reigning with our Lord in heaven, they’ll marvel, saying, “Truly the Lord is full of grace! Look at the people He’s chosen. Look at the folks He’s rewarded. Look how He’s using them!”

God loves to use people like you and me—with flaws, failures, and shortcomings. And here, He’s about to use Jonah who, only three days earlier, had been sailing in the opposite direction from where he should have been going.

But maybe you read this account and say, “That’s nice that God gave Jonah a second chance. But what if Jonah would have blown it a third time or an eighth time? I understand that the Lord gives second chances—but what about a tenth chance or a hundredth chance? What would have happened if, after being deposited on the beach, Jonah went to the nearest port and bought another ticket to sail as far away from Nineveh as he could get?

I think the Lord would have had another whale for him, another situation all set up to bring him back again—a third, a fourth, a thirtieth, a fortieth, a three-hundredth, a four-hundredth time. God’s mercy is inexhaustible. He just keeps working with us and remaking us. He doesn’t give up on us. He just doesn’t.

In Luke 15, Jesus told a profound story about a son who went to this dad and said, “Pops, give me my inheritance. I want to go into a far country and do my own thing.” His dad, knowing what his son would do, gave him the money anyway. The son spent his father’s money on wine, women, and song—until famine hit. Destitute and impoverished, he got a job feeding pigs. But after he had his fill of eating pig slop and sleeping in the pigpen, he finally said, “I’ll go home and be a servant in my dad’s house. At least that will be better than being here with the pigs.” Much to his surprise, however, upon his return, his father ran out to welcome him home. Instead of getting busted, he got a banquet. Instead of getting kicked, he got kissed.

Now, what would have happened if, after a few months, the son had said, “I’m going back to the far country”? I believe the father would have let him go again—and would have welcomed him home again. And, eventually, after the third or fourth or eighth or tenth trip home—the son would have finally said, “I’m tired of hanging out with the pigs.” And he would have returned home to stay.

You see, the difference between the prodigal and the pig is that the prodigal finally says, “I don’t belong here.” So too, the child of God might find himself in the pigpen from time to time and in the belly of the great fish upon occasion—but he won’t stay there.

How do you know if God is still working with you? You’ll want out of the pigpen.

You’ll go back home eventually—and each time you do, the Father will be there to greet you, to receive you, and—as He did to Jonah—to speak to you yet another time.

Jonah 3:1 (b)–3 (a)
 

…saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD.…

“Arise,” God said. Everyone stumbles but God will use any stumbler willing to arise.

Jonah 3:3 (b)
 

…Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey.

For centuries, scholars claimed Nineveh didn’t exist and used its mention in Scripture to prove the Bible fallacious—until the year 1845 when one day, quite by accident, an English archaeologist began to uncover one of the greatest cities of antiquity: the city of Nineveh.

That’s always the way it is. The Bible proves itself to be true while the pseudo-intellectuals are proven wrong again and again. The Bible is infallible and, sooner or later, archaeology or science verifies what the Word of God says time after time.

Jonah 3:4
 

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

Throughout Scripture, forty is the number of judgment and trial. The people of Israel wandered forty years in the wilderness. It rained on Noah forty days and forty nights. Jesus was tested in the desert for forty days. Here, Jonah declared there would be only forty days until Nineveh would be destroyed.

Jonah 3:5 (a)
 

So the people of Nineveh believed God…

Notice it doesn’t say the people of Nineveh believed in God. It says they believed God. There’s a big difference. Six hundred thousand Ninevites believed God when He said that in forty days, judgment was coming. And the greatest revival in the world took place as a result. But an even greater revival is yet to come. After the church is raptured, there will be 144,000 Jewish evangelists preaching, angels flying across the sky proclaiming the gospel, Elijah and Moses working miracles—and multiplied millions will call upon the name of the Lord.

This intrigues me because there are those who say that, because Jesus cannot come back until everyone hears the gospel, the church must be present in the Tribulation in order that the gospel can be proclaimed. Yet here, in Jonah 3, we see the greatest revival of all time—before the church was even born.

Jonah 3:5 (b)–9
 

…and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

The Ninevites took the message of Jonah seriously and responded wholeheartedly.

Why? I believe there are two reasons…

First, Jonah’s message was simple. So often in our witnessing, we make our message so complicated as we try to explain the hypostatic union, eschatology, and theology. We give our defense against evolution and discuss the ramifications of abortion—but many times, the people with whom we’re sharing don’t understand what we’re talking about because we get so defensive or complex. So often, we mistakenly think we have to give all the arguments, answer all the questions, and deal with all the problems. But you would be shocked at how many people respond if you just say, “Hey, could I pray with you to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior right now?”

Second, Jonah’s message was real. In the three documented cases of men being swallowed by whales, all three men emerged in the same condition. Due to the gastric juices in the stomach, they looked like hairless albinos—pure white with not even an eyelash or eyebrow to be found. This encourages me because I often think that, in order to be effective, I can have no previous failures, no mistakes, no splotches on my record. But, in reality, it was the scarring, bleaching, and pain—the visible results of his own rebellion that gave Jonah credibility and effectiveness.

Why is it that, as believers, we think we have to impress the world?

I suggest that, like Jonah, we need to say to people, “I’ve been in the pit. I’m bleached—but I’m alive. The Lord has been merciful and gracious to me. And He’s faithful to see me through.”

Jonah 3:10
 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

This doesn’t mean God made a mistake. It means He changed direction, changed course, altered His plan—just as Jonah feared He would.

Chapter 4
 

Jonah 4:1
 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

Jonah was angry that history’s most vicious people got saved in history’s greatest revival.

Jonah 4:2
 

And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

Forgiveness is the deepest need of man and the highest achievement of God. We have this picture that the Lord is just waiting for us to mess up so He can come down and deal with us. But Jonah knew otherwise. He knew that the Lord in His mercy would forgive the Ninevites if they called to Him.

Mercy imitates God and irritates Satan. If you want to be like God, be merciful. Be forgiving. Be slow to anger, slow to criticize, slow to find fault.

Jonah 4:3
 

Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

Why did Jonah say this? I suggest it was not only because he was mad at the Ninevites but because his reputation was at stake. “In forty days, you guys are going to be toast,” he had told the Ninevites. But when he realized it wasn’t going to happen, he became more concerned about his reputation than about their salvation.

Jonah 4:4
 

Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?

This verse literally reads, “Is it right for you to be angry because of well-doing?” In other words, God asked Jonah, “Because I have done something good, should that make you angry?”

Jonah 4:5 (a)
 

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow…

There were 600,000 baby believers within the walls of Nineveh. Jonah should have been in the city teaching and discipling them, encouraging and ministering to them. Instead, he disengaged himself from people and sat on the sidelines.

Here is a guaranteed recipe for depression: Do what Jonah did and distance yourself from people.

Here are ten steps to overcoming depression:



	Step 1: Do something good for someone else.

	Step 2: Repeat Step 1 nine times.




Jonah 4:5 (b)
 

…till he might see what would become of the city.

Even after the Ninevites repented, Jonah still hoped God might blast rather than bless them.

Why? I suggest he doubted the sincerity of their conversion.

But before we come down too hard on Jonah, I wonder if we’ve ever seen someone walk forward for salvation and said to ourselves, “I know that guy. I bet he’s just doing this to impress people.” I wonder if we’ve ever seen someone get baptized and said to ourselves, “I’ve heard about her. This will never last.”

There sat Jonah—feeling sorry for himself and judging the city that God had forgiven. If I were the Lord, I would have blasted Jonah at this point. But that’s neither what God did to him nor what He does to us…

Jonah 4:6 (a)
 

And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief.…

God said, “There’s Jonah—pouting and mad because I saved 600,000 people. I think I’ll just bless him.” And He caused a palmchrist to grow beside Jonah, to shade him from the hot Assyrian sun.

Isn’t that just like the Lord? The blessings we have are not because we deserve them. They’re because God is merciful and kind and gracious. Have you discovered the interesting irony that many times it’s when you haven’t been praying with great consistency or studying the Word with fervency that blessing comes your way supernaturally?

That’s grace!

Since before the foundation of the world, through the ages, and on into eternity, God’s dealings with us are always by grace. When we least deserve it, He blesses us.

Jonah 4:6 (b)
 

…So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.

When Jonah was delivered from the whale, Scripture doesn’t record him being happy. When 600,000 Ninevites were saved, Scripture doesn’t record him being happy. It was only when his personal comfort was met in the shade of the gourd that, for the first time in the whole book, we see Jonah happy.

Jonah 4:7
 

But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.

Jonah at last was no longer depressed—and then the worm came and his gourd was gone. So too, something happens when you think, At last, I’m out of my despondency and despair—it is then that the worm will come. It is important to see and remember that it was God who prepared the worm just as He prepared the gourd. Job said it this way: “It is the Lord who gives and it is the Lord who takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). That’s why we are to give thanks in everything (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

It was as if the Lord said, “Yesterday, Jonah, I comforted you. Today, I’m developing you.” And the same is true with us. One day God blesses us and comforts us. The next day, He deals with us and develops us. It’s all part of the process because God is more concerned about our character than about our comfort. He comforts us and blesses us to be sure—but He also sends worms to develop us.

Maybe you had a worm smite you recently—in the form of your boyfriend, your boss, or someone else who let you down. That “worm” is from the Lord.

When his son, Absalom, took control of his capital city, King David found himself running for his life. On his flight from Jerusalem, a little “worm” named Shimei showed up and began throwing dirt and rocks at him as he yelled, “David, you’re a blood man. You’re getting exactly what you deserve.”

Abishai, one of David’s men said, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord, the king? Let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head,”—to which David replied, “Don’t touch him. The Lord has allowed it” (2 Samuel 16:5–11).

When you can say to the worm throwing rocks at you, to the person who hurts you, to the situation that discourages you, “The Lord has allowed it,” that’s maturity.

Jonah 4:8
 

And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.

After preparing a whale to deliver Jonah, a gourd to shade him, and a worm to develop him, God prepared a wind to blow upon him.

For a topical study of Jonah 4:6–8, entitled “Preparing and Repairing,” see below.

Jonah 4:9–11
 

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

“Jonah, you’re grieving the loss of a gourd—but what about 120,000 children in Nineveh who are too young to even know their right hand from their left?” the Lord asks. “I know you’re angry with the adults and their sadistic cruelty. But what about the kids, Jonah—or at least the cattle? Where is your mercy? Where is your compassion?”

The book ends and the question remains, because, you see, the question is one that must be asked continually of each of us to whom God has given a second chance: Where is your heart?




PREPARING AND REPAIRING

A Topical Study of


JONAH 4:6–8


Sometime around the year 780 B.C., the Lord looked down from heaven and saw a great but exceedingly wicked city. It was Nineveh, capital of the powerful Assyrian Empire. Desiring to bring a message of warning to Nineveh, God looked to the region of northern Israel by the Sea of Galilee to a small village wherein lived a man named Jonah.

“Go to Nineveh, Jonah,” the Lord commanded. “And cry against it for their wickedness has come before Me.”

You know the story. When Jonah heard he was to go to Nineveh, he took off in the opposite direction and sailed toward Tarshish.

I don’t blame Jonah. The Ninevites were a terrifying people. We read in the annals of history that many cities, upon hearing even a rumor that the Assyrians were headed their way, hoisted up the white flag of surrender rather than engage themselves against these vicious people. The Assyrians led those they conquered into captivity in a most cruel way. They connected them together with fishhooks either in their mouths or noses, connected the fishhooks with rope, and led tens of thousands of people hundreds of miles across rugged terrain.

Other times, the Assyrians chose to annihilate a city completely by chopping off the noses, hands, and feet of their victims before leaving them to bleed to death. Others were skinned alive or beheaded. The skins of the former were pinned to the walls of the vanquished city; the skulls of the latter were stacked in pyramids outside the city wall as a warning to everyone in the region.

When God said to Jonah, “Arise. Go to Nineveh,” it’s easy to see why Jonah sailed in the opposite direction. But it was not his fear of the Ninevites that caused him to do so. It was his fear of the mercy of God. You see, Jonah feared that the Ninevites would receive his message, repent, and enjoy God’s mercy. Jonah didn’t want mercy for the Ninevites. He wanted revenge.

Revenge is a desire lurking in the flesh of each of us. Even the ancient Chinese had a proverb that speaks about revenge: If your enemy does you wrong, buy every one of his children a new drum.

Indeed, there is something within us that wants to get back at the people who bug us. Jonah was no exception. That is why he ran in the opposite direction. But the Lord had a way of bringing Jonah back. After a bit of a detour, Jonah at last found himself in Nineveh, preaching a sermon only eight words long: Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.

Such an impact did Jonah’s message have on the people of Nineveh that there was widespread repentance throughout the city. And just as Jonah feared—the Lord had mercy.

So what did Jonah do? He built a lean-to on a hillside overlooking Nineveh so he could witness her destruction should God change His mind and wipe out the city. The irony of this scene is incredible. I mean, Jonah had just experienced the most successful ministry in world history. Six hundred thousand Ninevites repent en masse and turn toward the Lord in the greatest revival the world has ever seen—and Jonah’s depressed!

That is why the Lord would now work on Jonah for, you see, it was relatively easy for God to deliver Jonah out of the belly of the great fish compared with the greater challenge of delivering him from the bowels of his “self-fish” nature.

It is as if God said, “You’re a selfish individual, Jonah. You live for yourself. You think about yourself. You’re wrapped up in yourself. But I’m going to repair you. I’m not going to give up on you. I’m going to deal with you and deliver you from your selfish mentality.”

How would He do this? In order to repair Jonah, the Lord prepared three things for him…

God Prepared a Wonder to Give to Jonah


And the Lord God prepared a gourd…
Jonah 4:6 (a)


When did the Lord prepare this wonder, this blessing for Jonah? When he was doing well? When his attitude was right? When his heart was soft and tender? No. It was when Jonah’s attitude was stinking, when his mentality was material, when his compassion was lacking.

God’s blessings to us are never given on the basis of our deserving them. They are always based upon grace. What is grace? It is the unmerited, undeserved, unearned favor of God. God says to us, just as He said to Jonah, “Here’s a blessing. Here’s a wonder for you—not because you’re worthy of it, not because of anything you’ve done, but in spite of everything you’ve done. I know your attitude stinks. I know there are problems in your perspective. But I love you anyway.”

Oftentimes, we fool ourselves into thinking we deserve God’s blessings because we’re pretty together. But we’re not. I remember when my kids were little, one night at the dinner table, I could see Peter was somewhat discouraged. So I led my family in a cheer for him.

“Give me a P!” I said. “Give me an E! Give me a T!”

By this time, two-year-old Mary was really getting into it.

“Give me another E!” I continued. “Give me an R! What does it spell?”

And Mary yelled, “Jesus!”

We all laughed hard because we know Peter. And Jesus he’s not! None of us is!

Here was Jonah, perched on a hillside, feeling sorry for himself and self-righteously judging the Ninevites, yet God blessed him anyway—just like he’s blessing you this very moment.

What do I mean? It’s like Daniel said to Belteshazzar. “Belteshazzar,” he said, “don’t you realize that your very breath is in the hand of the God you are blaspheming?” (see Daniel 5:23). Truly, our breath is in the hand of God. Composed of seventy-eight percent nitrogen, twenty percent oxygen, and two percent other gases, every breath we take is a miracle, for if the content shifted even one degree to seventy-nine percent nitrogen, we would all be immediately poisoned. If, on the other hand, it shifted to twenty-one percent oxygen, the whole world would immediately explode in a fireball.

Every second your heart beats, four ounces of blood are displaced. In one year’s time, your heart has pumped enough blood to fill eighty-one railroad tanker cars.

We’re alive! Every breath we take, every beat of our hearts, the food we had for breakfast—they’re all wonders from a gracious God to us, His undeserving children.

God Prepared the Worm that Took from Jonah


But God prepared a worm…
Jonah 4:7 (a)


After the wonder came the worm. Jonah was happy in the shade of the gourd—until the next day when a worm came slithering along and began chomping away on it. As the gourd withered, Jonah murmured.

We do the same thing. “Why would God take away my gourd of job security?” we ask. “Why would He have my boss (that worm) slither in my direction last Friday and say my services are no longer needed? Why would He take away my gourd of emotional security? Why would He have my boyfriend (that snake) tell me he no longer wants to date me?”

Wait a minute. Before you murmur too loudly, don’t forget who prepared the worm. You see, just as the comfort and blessing of the gourd was prepared by the Lord, so was the biting and devouring of the worm.

Why? Because the Lord knows we have a tendency to get too attached to the things of this world and too comfortable in this life. One of the accounts of the sinking of the Titanic details that, as the ship began to go down and the deck began to tilt, one of the wealthiest women on board ran below, pushing her way past the security guards and into her stateroom. Once inside, she scrambled furiously—not for the jewels or the money stored within—but for three oranges she had tucked away.

God says to you and me, “It’s not the things you think are so important that really matter. I’m going to allow the stripping away of those things you valued so much, in which you had so much time invested, for which you had so much affection in order that you might value what is eternal more than what is temporal, that you might care about people more than you do about things, that you might set your heart on things above.”

The Bible tells us to give thanks in everything—not just for the wonders but for the worms, as well (1 Thessalonians 5:18). So be thankful—and take a worm out to lunch!

God Prepared the Wind that Whirled Around Jonah


And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.
Jonah 4:8


What does the wind speak of? It speaks of those times when things are swirling around us, when trials are coming down upon us, when we’re not sure what’s happening.

For Jonah, the wind was not necessarily a negative thing. It could have given Jonah an opportunity for reflection. He could have said, “It’s hot today, Lord. Thank You for yesterday when the gourd was shading me and covering me. Thanks for the blessing of yesterday.” Or, it could have given Jonah a change in location. He could have said, “Why am I out here on this hillside when I could be in any one of thousands of homes inside the city walls?”

You see, the wind could have driven Jonah into the city—to where he was supposed to be. After all, 600,000 had just been saved. Jonah should have been in the city encouraging them, discipling them, teaching them. But where was he? He was a spectator on a hillside.

If you want to be miserable, do what Jonah did. Remove yourself from people and just sit on the side of the hill with folded arms, watching, analyzing, judging. If, however, you want to be fulfilled and blessed—both personally and in ministry—get out of yourself and into other peoples’ lives. Don’t be on the hillside watching. Be in the city ministering!

Gang, the winds that blow through your life clear the air and give you a rare opportunity to see where you are. You’ll either say, “I need to get back in the city,” or, like Jonah, you’ll say, “I want to die.” The winds—the trials themselves—aren’t meant to make or break you. They’re meant to show you where you are.

God prepared the blessing of the gourd, the burden of the worm, the blowing of the wind for one reason: to prepare Jonah. To prepare him for what? For eternal life.

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
John 14:1, 2


What is Jesus doing right now?

Preparing a place for you to live eternally.

What is the Holy Spirit doing right now?

Preparing you for the eternal place.

How? By blessing you with good things you don’t deserve, taking from you things that would limit your perspective, and allowing you to go through windstorms that show you were your heart is. Therefore, allow the Lord to mature you. Embrace what He’s doing. Go with the flow of how He’s moving as He continues to repair you presently and prepare you eternally.




 







MICAH
 

Background to Micah
 

Prophesying in the mid-700s B.C., Micah’s ministry lasted approximately forty years—a period in which Israel’s ten northern tribes were engaged in a civil war against the two southern tribes. So brutal was this war that in 2 Chronicles 28 we are told 120,000 men from the south alone were slaughtered in a single day’s battle.

Micah is unique in that he was the only prophet sent to both the northern and southern kingdoms. His heart must have broken as he traveled between the two warring factions. Not only did he witness decimation in the southern kingdom but annihilation of the northern kingdom when, in 722 B.C., the Assyrians carried the ten northern tribes into captivity.

In addition to problems militarily, the Jews were wavering spiritually. The people who should have known God were not walking with God. Consequently, in His grace, the Lord raised up a group of men to call His people back to walking with Him. Hosea, Amos, Micah, and Isaiah were all contemporaries. Isaiah seems to have played a special role in Micah’s life. In fact, the Book of Micah has been called “Isaiah in shorthand” because much of what is written in Isaiah is also recorded verbatim in Micah.

“Here is a classic case of plagiarism,” the critics contend. “Micah simply ripped off the prophecies of Isaiah.”

I disagree. Isaiah’s words seen in Micah are not a case of plagiarism but of impartation…

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2


In other words, Paul said, “Timothy, pass what I’m saying on to others who will in turn pass it to others.” And that’s what we see in Micah. An older Isaiah undoubtedly influenced a younger Micah.

With so much of Isaiah found in Micah, it’s easy to wonder why the Lord inspired Micah to write at all. I suggest one reason might be that a lot of us get swamped with Isaiah’s sixty-six chapters. So in Micah, we find an abridged version of Isaiah. Second, I believe the Book of Micah underscores the fact that, in order to learn lessons, we need to hear them repeatedly.

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.
2 Peter 1:12


Both in our conversations and in our teaching, our tendency is to feel we have to share something creative and fresh, something that has a new twist or an idea never before heard. Not so. We must be more concerned about people being established in truth than about them being impressed with our insights or profound thoughts.

“I know you know this,” said Peter, “but I’m going to keep reminding you until you are established in it, until you know it like the back of your hand, until you’re doing it not just hearing it.” Through Micah the Lord is telling us that these truths are central and that we need to hear them again.

The Book of Micah divides itself into three sections. In chapter 1 through 3, we see the Lord pronouncing grievous retribution. In chapters 4 and 5, we see the Lord promising glorious restoration. After pronouncing retribution, the Lord promises restoration. After disciplining His people, He rebuilds and revives them. That’s always the way of our Father. Finally, in chapters 6 and 7, we see the Lord proclaiming gracious reconciliation as His mercy and lovingkindness are seen so beautifully in the final two chapters.

Chapter 1
 

Micah 1:1–5 (a)
 

The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple. For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place. For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel.…

“Because of the sin of Samaria and Jerusalem, when I come,” says the Lord, “mountains will melt; valleys will be divided in two; and judgment will flow like water over a waterfall.” Samaria was the capital of the ten northern tribes; Jerusalem the capital of the two southern tribes. The sin of these two capital cities was that which would bring judgment upon them.

Micah 1:5 (b)–7
 

…What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot.

The sin of Samaria and Jerusalem was idolatry. Mornings would find the Jews offering sacrifices to Jehovah in the temple. But evenings would find them worshiping idols in the groves. So too, in Washington, D.C., many of our country’s leaders attend prayer breakfasts in the morning and endless rounds of cocktail parties in the evening.

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Revelation 3:15, 16


What is lukewarm? A mixture of hot and cold. “If you’re hot, I can use you,” says the Lord. “If you’re cold, I can convict you. But if you’re straddling the fence between the two, I will spew you out of My mouth because that’s something I just can’t stomach.” To a certain degree, we know how the Lord feels. After all, steaming tea on a cold day is comforting. Iced tea on a summer day is refreshing. But room temperature tea on any day is annoying.

Because these people couldn’t decide between Jehovah and Baal—between the things of God and the things of the world—the Lord said, “I will judge.”

Hearing this, Micah responds…

Micah 1:8, 9 (a)
 

Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls. For her wound is incurable…

This prophetic word wasn’t something that merely interested Micah casually. It affected him emotionally. He wailed like a jackal. He mourned like an owl. It affected him so deeply that he tore off his clothes as a sign of brokenness.

Micah’s reaction should speak volumes to us. When the subject of prophecy is raised, many times our tendency is to say, “Let’s hear about how the Russians will get wiped out when they invade Israel and how the Chinese will be destroyed. Oh, boy!” Too often we have a fascination with prophecy that I believe needs to be adjusted. Prophecy should not titillate us intellectually or fire us up patriotically. Prophecy should break us emotionally.

Micah was a godly man. When he heard about judgment, he wailed; he wept; he was broken. May the Lord begin to work that kind of heart into us.

Micah 1:9 (b)
 

…for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.

In 722 B.C., Samaria would be destroyed by the Assyrians. Twenty years later, the Assyrians would besiege Jerusalem.

Micah 1:10 (a)
 

Declare ye it not at Gath…

“Tell it not in Gath,” David said concerning news of the death of Saul and Jonathan, “lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph” (2 Samuel 1:20).

“Declare ye it not at Gath,” Micah echoes concerning the fall of Samaria and Jerusalem lest God’s enemies would have reason to rejoice.

Micah 1:10 (b)
 

…weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust.

Dust and ashes symbolized great sorrow (Jeremiah 6:26; Ezekiel 27:30).

Micah 1:11, 12
 

Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; he shall receive of you his standing. For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem.

In what has rightly been called a funeral for a ruined kingdom, Micah lists some of the cities that fell to Sennacherib’s Assyrian army.

Micah 1:13
 

O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee.

Located near the northern border, Lachish was the first city in Judah to copy the idol worship of Israel.

Micah 1:14, 15
 

Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moresheth-gath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel. Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel.

Israel would appeal to the Philistine city of Moresheth-gath for assistance against the Assyrians but, because Moresheth-gath could not or would not help, Moresheth-gath would likewise fall prey to the Assyrians who would claim her and the neighboring city of Adullam as if they were the rightful heir.

The intrigue of verses 10 through 15 can escape our foreign ear until we realize that Micah, as did Isaiah, employs a series of paranomasias, or plays on words…



	In verse 10, aphar, or “dust,” plays on Aprah, the name of the city.

	In verse 13, Lachish plays on rechesh, or “swift beast.”

	In verse 14, Achzib plays on achzab, or “lie.”




This technique would have caused Micah’s message to lodge in the minds of the people who stood in such need of warning.

Micah 1:16
 

Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee.

“Judgment is coming,” Micah declares. “Your enemies will experience victory over you because of your iniquity. So shave your head as a sign of the brokenness of your heart.”

Chapter 2
 

After seeing the reality of retribution in chapter 1, we see the reasons for retribution in chapters 2 and 3. Here in chapter 2, we see that one reason is due to the sins of the people…

Micah 2:1
 

Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.

God’s people—who should have been meditating on His Word—were lying in their beds, plotting about what they were going to do the next day to get ahead. Contrast this with David, the man after God’s own heart, who said, “My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips when I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches” (Psalm 63:5, 6).

What do you think about when you’re having a hard time falling asleep? A good thing to do when you can’t sleep is to spend time in prayer or to start memorizing Scripture. It will either bless your heart or knock you out—either way, you win!

Micah 2:2
 

And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage.

Money is not evil. Things are not evil. It is in the love of money and the love of things that the trouble lies (1 Timothy 6:10). Because the people in Micah’s day were manipulating and using people to get things rather than using things to help and serve people, they were headed for trouble.

Micah 2:3
 

Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.

“As you’re plotting evil, I’m plotting judgment,” the Lord declares.

Micah 2:4, 5
 

In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields. Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the LORD.

“The result of the Lord’s judgment against you will be the topic of conversation of those surrounding you as your land is given to strangers,” Micah warns.

Micah 2:6, 7 (a)
 

Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame. O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of the LORD straitened? are these his doings?…

“Do you resort to oppression and manipulation because you think the Lord is unable to provide for you, to care for His own?” Micah asks.

Micah 2:7 (b)
 

…do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly?

“The Word of God is like a fire,” Jeremiah declares (5:14). A fire will either warm or burn. It all depends on where you’re standing. Unlike a physical fire, however, the closer one is to the fire of the Word, the more He will be warmed and the farther He strays from the fire of the Word, the more He will be burned.

Micah 2:8
 

Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that pass by securely as men averse from war.

The idea expressed here is that the poor were being oppressed because they were easy targets. We have the same problem in our own country. The homeless are among us and the poor are falling further and further behind economically. Many of us have a conservative bent politically, but we must never forget that God cares about the state of the impoverished very definitely. The heart of God through Micah declares, “You’re getting rich by ripping the shirts off the backs of the poor—and in so doing, you are waging war against Me.”

Micah 2:9
 

The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their children have ye taken away my glory for ever.

Financially, things were booming for a certain segment of society in Micah’s day. But God says, “What about the women who no longer have houses? What about the kids on the streets?”

Micah 2:10, 11
 

Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction. If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people.

For guidance, God’s people were looking to prophets who promised continued prosperity and an abundance of wine and strong drink, ignoring the prophets who spoke God’s heart, who called for justice and compassion.

Micah 2:12, 13
 

I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of them.

As seen throughout chapter 2, although the sons of the people were a reason for God’s retribution upon them, as seen here at the end of chapter 2, His love for His people is the reason for His mercy toward them. This promise would be partially fulfilled when they returned from their Babylonian captivity. But it will be completely fulfilled when all of Jacob, all of Israel will at least recognize the One who will break through—her “breaker,” her Messiah, Jesus Christ—at His Second Coming.

Chapter 3
 

Following the sins of the people in chapter 2, in chapter 3, we see the sins of the princes—the politicians—as a reason for God’s retribution…

Micah 3:1–3
 

And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment? Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.

The imagery in this passage speaks of treating people like meat, of ignoring the weak, of justice only for the wealthy (verse 11).

Micah 3:4
 

Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings.

“Because they ignored the cries of those looking to them for help, when the leaders of My people call unto Me in their own time of need, I will likewise ignore them,” the Lord declares.

Micah 3:5–7
 

Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him. Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.

The true prophets who prophesied judgment were regarded as enemies while the prophets who prophesied good things to those who paid them were embraced as friends. But because prophets were not exempt from the judgment that would befall Israel, they would find themselves in the same captivity, darkness, and shame as the rest of the nation.

Micah 3:8
 

But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.

Unlike the prophets for hire, Micah prophesied by the Spirit of the Lord and was thus able to speak directly about the issue of sin rather than worrying about how to tickle the ears of his audience.

Micah 3:9–12 (a)
 

Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps…

Here, the priests are indicted. With justice, prophecy, and religion all governed by money, the princes, prophets, and priests of Israel had become financially rich but spiritually bankrupt. Consequently, the Lord was justified in plowing Zion as a field, in bringing Jerusalem to ruin, in judging His people.

Micah 3:12 (b)
 

…and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.

The “house” refers to the temple. At the end of God’s pronouncement of grievous retribution, He includes a preview of glorious restoration—for, as seen in chapter 4, He will rebuild His people as surely as He rebuilds the temple.

To these people who were completely corrupt in every aspect of their society, God doesn’t say, “I’m giving up on you.” He says, “I’m going to build you.”

Chapter 4
 

In chapters 4 and 5, we come to a different section. No longer is the Lord pronouncing grievous retribution. Now He promises glorious restoration…

Micah 4:1, 2
 

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

“I’m going to reestablish My house. I’m going to rebuild My temple,” the Lord declares. And I believe that, in these last days, the stage has been set for that very thing. In Jerusalem today, those with the last name of Cohen, which means “priest,” are studying seriously and intently—waiting for the day when the temple will be rebuilt and they will be called upon to reinstitute temple worship.

“Wait a minute,” you protest. “I’ve been hearing about these being the last days for years, yet here we are still.”

The apostles also believed Jesus would come back in their day. After all, they heard Him say, “Behold, I come quickly” (Revelation 22:7). And He will.

As one approaches the speed of light, time begins to slow down radically. Thus, if you went on a space mission and cruised around for five years at the speed of light—although you might look for your family upon your return to earth, you wouldn’t find them because, while you were cruising around the galaxy for five years, one million years would have passed on earth.

I don’t know how fast Jesus moved when He ascended to heaven, but I bet He moved real fast. And if He approached the speed of light, then, really, He’s only been gone for a couple of minutes. Peter alludes to this when he said that a day with the Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day (2 Peter 3:8). So if 1,000 years is as a day, the Lord has only been gone two days. That’s not very long.

I firmly believe that Jesus left us with enough information about the rebirthing and rebuilding of Israel to tell us without doubt that we are coming to the end of this age. And in the last days, the Lord says we will see the rebuilding of His temple. The stage is set. The property is bare in Jerusalem. The money is raised. The priesthood is studying. The people of Israel are back in their homeland—and we are truly living in the last days.

Micah 4:3
 

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

This verse is inscribed on the United Nations building in New York City. The problem is, they left out the first part of the verse—which is the key to the entire verse. No matter how organized she becomes, no matter how politically involved she is, even the church will not be able to usher in peace on this earth. Oh, there will be peace internally as the Holy Spirit floods peoples’ hearts individually—but there won’t be peace nationally until the Prince of Peace comes back.

The only way a person can have peace internally is to allow Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, into his life personally. And the only way the world can experience peace globally is for Jesus to come back and reign in Jerusalem—as seen in this prophecy.

Micah 4:4
 

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.

When Jesus comes back, not only will there be peace among the nations corporately—but there will be peace for all men individually.

Micah 4:5–8
 

For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever. In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.

Keep in mind the flow of Micah’s message: “Yes, judgment is coming,” declares the Lord, “but restoration is certain when I reign from Jerusalem.” For a thousand years, the Lord will rule in Jerusalem—but there will first be a delay, as seen in verses 9 through 13…

Micah 4:9, 10 (a)
 

Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is thy counsellor perished? for pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail. Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon…

Although Jerusalem’s enemy in Micah’s day was Assyria, Jerusalem would miraculously escape Assyria’s siege (2 Kings 18:9–19:37). Here, Micah looks a hundred years ahead to the ultimate enemy who would destroy Jerusalem: Babylon. Micah’s prophecy was fulfilled when, a hundred years after making this pronouncement, in 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian army invaded Jerusalem and carried the Jews into captivity.

Micah 4:10 (b)
 

…there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies.

In other words, “I’ll send you to Babylon, but I won’t leave you there,” says the Lord. Because the people of Judah flirted with idols constantly, the Lord sent them to Babylon—the center of idolatry. While they were there, the Jews got sick of idols. They were delivered, healed of that problem completely.

Be careful about the sins with which you’re flirting because the Lord might finally say, even as He did to these people, “Go ahead. Have your fill.” And, although you might be freed of your addiction eventually, you will go through some heartbreaking times in captivity.

Micah 4:11–13
 

Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor. Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.

The Babylonian captivity would not be the only event that would delay the Lord’s return. Here, Micah skips centuries ahead to speak of the Tribulation that will preface His return to rule and reign in peace and prosperity.

Chapter 5
 

Micah 5:1
 

Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.

Because Micah’s message was given seven hundred years before Jesus’ birth, Jesus knew His people would actually go to war against Him—that they would smite Him, refuse to respond to Him, and reject Him. And yet, He still came.

Micah 5:2
 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

Bethlehem means “House of bread.” It was an insignificant little town among the thousands of Judah. In fact, so many Bethlehems were in Israel at this time that Micah identifies this one specifically as Bethlehem Ephratah—or “fruitful.”

For topical study of Micah 5:2, see “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

Micah 5:3
 

Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.

“If you don’t want Me to rule over you; if you smite Me, come against Me, and refuse Me, I won’t force Myself on you. I will give you up, Israel,” declares the Lord. When does Israel finally recognize Jesus of Nazareth as her promised Messiah? There’s a remnant of Jewish people who recognize this even now, but Israel recognizes Jesus nationally during the time of travail, during Jacob’s trouble, during the Tribulation (Zechariah 13).

Micah 5:4
 

And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.

During the trail of Israel in the Tribulation period (Revelation 6–19), the Lord will move among His people. At last, they will acknowledge Him as Messiah as He shepherds the nation of Israel.

Micah 5:5, 6
 

And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men. And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders.

“The Assyrian” is another name for antichrist—the coming world dictator who will appear to be a friend of Israel initially, but will show his true colors eventually. Haman, Herod, Hitler all moved in the spirit of antichrist and were defeated. So too, “the Assyrian”—the actual antichrist will one day be annihilated (Revelation 19).

Who will protect Israel when antichrist comes to destroy her? The same One who protects and never forsakes us: Jesus Christ.

Micah 5:7–10
 

And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off. And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots:

Israel’s glorious restoration is delayed by her captivity in Babylon and the travail in the Tribulation. Jesus will come to her once and will be rejected (John 1:11). Then He’ll come again and be accepted (Zechariah 13:9). In his shortened version of Isaiah, Micah has touched on all of this.

Micah 5:11
 

And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds:

Because their daily lives depend on their defense, the Israeli army is the most ingenious and committed army in the world. But here the Lord is saying, “When I come, your horses and chariots, your tanks and technology, your strength and ingenuity will all be unnecessary for you will need no other protection than the protection you will find in Me.”

Micah 5:12–15
 

And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers: Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands. And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.

In the New Testament, the word translated “witchcraft” is pharmakeia, from which we get our word, “pharmacy.” There is a direct connection in the Bible between witchcraft and drugs—which doesn’t surprise me at all. Cruising into Santa Cruz in the late sixties and early seventies to go surfing, I would invariably see people stoned on LSD and other hallucinogens. And it always amazed me that what they screamed was spiritual: “I am Jesus Christ,” they’d say. Or, “I am Satan,” or, “I am God.” They never spoke of Buddha or Mohammed—only of Jesus and God, heaven, hell, and Satan.

Why? I believe it is because in some way, drugs very definitely open the door to the realm of the spirit. Comedians might make light of drugs. Politicians might trivialize them. But drugs are a serious business that figure prominently into the Book of Revelation and the end-time scene.




O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

A Topical Study of


MICAH 5:2


Every year, the magazines come out with their “Who’s Hot and Who’s Not?” issues. Contrast this with the text before us, in which we see something of the heart of our Lord, for He is not looking for the famous people or the hot spot to do His work. In fact, the place God chose for His Son to be born was anything but a hot spot of the world.

If I were God, I think I would have had My Son born in Rome, the political center of the day. People would have been able to take note. Word of His birth would have spread quickly. Or perhaps I would have chosen Athens, the intellectual center of the day—where intellectuals philosophized by the hour, pondering deep questions and debating the meaning of life. If not Rome or Athens, I would have chosen Jerusalem, the religious center of the day. With the temple in her midst, Jerusalem embodied Israel’s history and heritage in spiritual matters.

But seven hundred years before the event, God inspired Micah to pinpoint the site Messiah would be born not as Rome, Athens, or Jerusalem but in Bethlehem—a podunk little community five miles outside of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was where the action was; Bethlehem was simply where the shepherds hung out.

Today, we have romanticized shepherding. But in Jesus’ day, shepherds were considered outcasts. Because they were usually tending sheep, they could not always take part in the ceremonial cleansing necessary to enter into temple worship. Thus, shepherds were ostracized by the religious elite. Bethlehem was full of shepherds because Bethlehem was full of sheep. You see, the flocks owned by the priests serving in the temple, as well as the flocks used for sacrifices in the temple were kept in Bethlehem. Even today, Bethlehem has sort of an outcast flavor. Seeing the traditional spot where Christ was born, marked by a tarnished bronze and gold star in the floor of a decaying church, one wonders about this little town of Bethlehem.

And yet I suggest that Bethlehem was the most appropriate place for Jesus to be born—for it tells us wonderful things about our Lord…

Bethlehem Reflects Our Lord’s Personality


In the only autobiographical statement He made, Jesus said, “I am meek and lowly” (Matthew 11:29). No wonder, then, that He wouldn’t have been born in Rome with her grandeur and glory or in Athens with her intellectual superiority or in Jerusalem with her religious tradition and ceremony.

And I like that because we are not Rome for we are not famous or powerful. Nor are we Athens for we are not highly esteemed by intellectuals. Nor are we Jerusalem for we cannot claim to be ceremonially pure. We’re Bethlehem—the place where outcasts hang out. Thus, Jesus can be born in us.

Bethlehem Reveals Our Lord’s Priority


When questioned why He spent time with tax collectors and prostitutes, Jesus said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Matthew 9:13). In other words, “My priority is people who are hurting, people who have need.”

Jesus’ assertion is especially telling in connection with the account in Matthew 9…

While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.
Matthew 9:18


A man who was esteemed highly in his community fell at the feet of the Carpenter from Nazareth because tragedy had struck his family: his daughter was dead. But it is the verse that follows that amazes me…

And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples.
Matthew 9:19


“I have decided to follow Jesus,” we sing.

Yet Jesus follows the person in need, the person in difficulty, the person who hurts. Therefore, if I am truly following Jesus, I will go to those who are weeping, those who are aching, those who feel despondent or discouraged, despised or rejected. Truly following Jesus means we’ll be surrounded by people who hurt.

• Are you a disciples of Jesus?

 Then follow Him.

• Where’s He going?

 To those in need, to the shepherds, to Bethlehem.

Will you go to Jerusalem, Athens, or Rome—or will you follow Him to Bethlehem—where no one will see you, write articles about you, take pictures of you, or applaud you? Jesus goes to the obscure little village, the hurting, insignificant person. And I’m so thankful He does because that’s me.

Bethlehem Reminds Us of Our Lord’s Abilities


Once Nowhere-ville, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, this little town became renowned for all time. He changed it. He made it a place highly esteemed in the hearts of all who love Him. And I see Jesus doing that very thing throughout the Gospels…

I see Him say to a tax collector who was despised by his countrymen because he was working for Rome and ripping them off, “Follow Me.” And Matthew, who would have been a forgotten figure in history, was transformed when He came in contact with the person of Jesus Christ.

I think of Simon the zealot—a political firebrand determined to overthrow the yoke of Rome. His life would have ended in obscurity had it not been for Jesus. But Jesus said, “Follow Me”—and Simon became a man for history.

Referred to as “the giant” because of his stature, Peter would have gone down as just another Galilean fisherman—except for the fact that Jesus decided to use him in ministry. And Peter became a giant of the faith because of the impact he made for eternity.

Matthew, Simon, Peter—these are “Bethlehem” men. If you and I simply say, “We know we’re not people of Jerusalem or Athens, Rome or Hollywood, we’re people of Bethlehem; but, Lord, we know You came for people like us, so leave Your mark on our lives,” He will use us. Why? Because He loves to use the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, the weak things to show up the strong (1 Corinthians 1:27).

If you’re feeling unworthy, insignificant, un-together—you are a perfect candidate for the Bethlehem miracle. If you allow Jesus to be born in your life, if you open the door of your heart to Him, you will be remembered for all eternity because your name will be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 21:27). And, unlike, today’s magazines, that Book doesn’t change each year according to who’s hot and who’s not. You see, because Jesus died for our sins, our names are written in the Book of Life not with the fading ink of this world, but with the indelible blood of the Lamb.




 

Chapter 6
 

After pronouncing grievous retribution in chapters 1 through 3, after promising glorious restoration in chapters 4 and 5, we now see God proclaiming generous reconciliation in chapters 6 and 7…

Micah 6:1–4
 

Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD’s controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel. O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

Here we hear the heartbeat of a Father who says, “Why do you ignore Me when I have rescued and redeemed you throughout your history?”

Micah 6:5 (a)
 

O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him…

Perhaps nowhere is God’s mercy to His people more clearly portrayed than in the account of Numbers 22 and 23, wherein God forbade Balaam to curse Israel.

Micah 6:5 (b)
 

…from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD.

As He led them from Shittim to Gilgal—from their last lodging in the wilderness into their first lodging in the Promised Land, God provided for His people every step of the way.

Micah 6:6, 7
 

Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

“What do you want from me?” is the exasperated cry of a rebellious child—insinuating that no matter how much is given Him, God is never pleased.

Micah 6:8
 

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

Although their question was rhetorical, Micah’s answer to God’s people is wonderfully practical as he reduces the six hundred thirteen commandments of the law to three…

For topical study of Micah 6:8, see “What the Lord Requires.” 

Micah 6:9
 

The LORD’s voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.

Before He can reconcile His people to Himself, God now reminds them of their failure to do what it was that He so plainly required of them…

Micah 6:10, 11
 

Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable? Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights?

The scales of justice were imbalanced—tipped in favor of the wicked and the wealthy.

Micah 6:12–14 (a)
 

For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of thy sins. Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied…

The wealthy elite of Micah’s day used their tongues to cheat and deceive. Thus, it is only fitting that God would use their own tongues—their own appetites—against them, as they would no longer be satisfied by the fruit of their labor.

Micah 6:14 (b), 15
 

…and thy casting down shall be in the midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the sword. Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine.

Reminiscent of Habakkuk’s realization that judgment would decimate the agrarian economy of his day (3:17), Micah prophesies of the day when, carried into captivity, the people of God would be unable to reap their own harvest.

Micah 6:16
 

For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.

Because they led the people of God deeper into idolatry, Omri and his son, Ahab, go down as two of the worst kings in Israel’s history.




WHAT THE LORD REQUIRES

A Topical Study of


MICAH 6:8


“What in the world do you want from me?” Wives ask their husbands this question and husbands their wives. Children pose it to their parents, employees to their bosses, and athletes to their coaches.

The people of Israel asked the prophet in Israel, “What does the Lord want from us? Does He want us to bring Him a sacrifice of young calves or rams by the thousands? How about costly rivers of oil or our firstborn sons? What does the Lord want from us, anyway?”

“He hath shown thee,” Micah declared. “He’s already given you His Word.”

On the scene three hundred years before Micah, David understood that the Lord had already revealed His heart to His people very clearly in the law given to Israel…

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
Psalm 19:7–11


“There’s great reward in knowing and keeping the Law of the Lord,” David declared. “It makes simple people wise. It gives understanding and light.” This is not the case with many of our country’s laws…

• In Massachusetts, you can be put in jail for one year if you are caught whistling underwater.

• In Tennessee, a woman can be sentenced to five years in jail if she calls a man on a telephone.

• In Texas, you’ll pay a $500 fine if you are caught drinking milk from any other cow than your own.

• In West Virginia, it is illegal for a preacher to tell a funny story from the pulpit.

Likewise, people tend to think of the Old Testament law as outdated and irrelevant. But nothing could be farther from the truth. The National Institute of Health is currently studying Old Testament teachings concerning hygiene and sexual practices. Why? Because our country is currently scourged with AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases—new strains and viruses which seem to appear weekly.

“Let’s take another look at what the ancient Hebrews did to ward off such diseases,” says the NIH. And guess what. They’re finding that the rules and dietary regulations embedded in the Mosaic Law make perfect medical sense, that in keeping them there is indeed great reward, that God knew best all along.

The problem is, we can know this to be true and still shy away from the law because it seems like there’s so much to it. Indeed there is. According to rabbinical tradition, there are six hundred thirteen specific commandments given in the law. And if you’re like me, that’s a few too many to get a handle on. So the Lord in His great kindness simplified things when He inspired David to give somewhat of a summary in Psalm 15…

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
Psalm 15


David distills the six hundred thirteen commandments of the law to eleven. But even eleven might be too many. So a couple of hundred years later, the Lord simplified it even further here in Micah 6…

To Do Justly…


To do justly simply means to do what’s right.

A UCLA professor posed this question to his Medical Ethics class: How would you advise the following patient concerning pregnancy and the possibility of abortion? The father has syphilis. The mother has tuberculosis. Their first child was born blind. Their second child died at childbirth. The third child was born deaf. The fourth child contracted tuberculosis. Now the mother is pregnant again.

Seventy percent of the students said, “Abort the child.”

“Congratulations,” said the professor. “You just aborted Beethoven, for that was his family history.”

There are a number of preachers and lawyers, doctors and philosophers saying, “There are no absolutes. Only the situation determines what’s right and wrong.” But that’s not what God says. He says to do justly. Period.

You deposit two quarters in the paper box and accidentally grab two papers. Do you say, “Oh, well, I’ll just leave the extra paper on top of the box for someone else”—or do you say, “I owe the publishing company fifty cents,” and put another fifty cents in the box without taking another paper?

It’s Thursday, garbage day. You know the regulation is thirty-five pounds per can. But you also know you have tons of trash. Do you stuff your can and jump on it to make room for your two hundred pounds of garbage, telling yourself that, for the last three weeks, you only put in ten pounds and so you’re justified? Or do you hold to the thirty-five-pound requirement and take the rest to the dump?

The Lord requires us to do justly, to walk in integrity. But that doesn’t always mean we’ll be rewarded. Seeing a bee drowning in our backyard swimming pool, my daughter, Jessie, scooped him out and set him on the grass. After drying himself off, the bee flew away, rejoicing in his deliverance. The next day, my wife, Tammy, was in the backyard. She, too, saw a bee drowning and, remembering Jessie’s example, scooped him out. This bee also dried himself off—then flew straight to Tammy and stung her.

Sometimes that happens. We do what’s right and end up getting stung. But, because the Lord is not unfaithful to forget our works of righteousness (Hebrews 6:10), He says, “Even though no one else notices, even though it may not be a big deal in the eyes of others, when you do justly, you’ll be rewarded eventually—even if you get stung in this life presently.”

To Love Mercy…


If you and I do justly, do you know what can happen very easily? We can stick up our noses and say, “Why is he sinning? Why isn’t she doing better? Why can’t everyone be as good as I?”

Listen again to what God says: Do justly, but love mercy. In other words, “You do what’s right, but when it comes to others, look for every opportunity to show mercy.” We are not by nature merciful. Our tendency is to want to get back at people who hurt us.

A skinny guy sat at the truck stop counter, enjoying his breakfast when suddenly three big bikers burst through the door, decked out in black leather and silver chains. Wanting to provoke a fight, they grabbed his plate and began scarfing down what was left of his breakfast. But the skinny guy just watched them. When they were done, he calmly paid the bill and walked out the door.

“Can you believe that wimp?” said the bikers to the waitress. “Not much of a man, is he?”

“Maybe not,” she said, as she looked out the window. “But he’s not much of a truck driver either. He just ran over three motorcycles.”

That’s our nature—but not God’s. He wants us to love mercy, to revel in it, to recklessly look for every opportunity to share it.

Jesus gives us a profound insight into mercy when He says,

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Luke 6:38


Maybe you’ve heard television evangelists use this passage to say, “Give to my ministry and you’ll be rewarded financially.” But that’s not what Jesus was saying. In verses 36 and 37, we see He was talking about mercy, saying the degree to which you substitute mercy for judgment is the degree to which men will be merciful to you.

While conversing with a lawyer at a dinner party, a doctor was interrupted by a woman asking for advice concerning an ache in her leg. Irritated by her interruption, the doctor gave her a piece of advice and sent her on her way.


“Tell me,” he said to the lawyer, “do I have the legal right to bill her for the advice I gave her?”


“Certainly,” said the lawyer.


Two days later, the doctor found a bill for $500 in his mailbox—for the advice the lawyer had given him.


Judge others and you’ll be judged. On the other hand, if you show mercy and love and forgiveness and largeness of heart, people will show the same to you. I always love to be around gracious people, people who are eager to show mercy. How I want that quality in my own life.

To Walk Humbly…


To walk humbly means to walk in dependency.

Sixty-three percent of all accidents on stairways come from people going up the stairs. Why? Because people going downstairs tend to walk more carefully. So too, it is when we’re on our way “up” in life that pride creeps in—a poison that manifests itself first and foremost in prayerlessness. Whenever we think we can live our lives on our own, we stop praying, and, thus, no longer walk humbly with God.

The year was 1911 when Bobby Leach became the first man to survive tumbling over Niagara Falls in an apple barrel. For the next six months, he toured the country, giving lectures on his feat—until he slipped on a banana peel and broke his neck. The Bible says that pride comes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). Whenever you’re tempted to think you don’t need to pray, that devotions are not important, that you are doing well—remember Bobby Leach because you don’t know what banana peel is ahead of you.

God says, “This is what I require for your own benefit, for your own blessing: that you do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with Me.” From six hundred thirteen commandments down to three. But if three are still too many for you to remember, Jesus makes it simpler still…

Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Matthew 22:36–39


Jesus reduces Micah’s three commandments to two: Love God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hangs the entire law.

The use of the word, “hang,” I believe, is far more than coincidental, for it is only because Jesus hung on the Cross that we can understand the two great commandments.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8


Nowhere are the two great commandments more perfectly fulfilled than at Calvary—where, in obedience to His Father, Jesus died for His neighbor.

Precious people, it all gets down to a single syllable: Love. Paul said, “If I have the tongues of men and angels but have not love, it’s nothing. If I give my body to be burned because I’m so radical in service but I don’t have love, it’s to no avail. If I have enough faith to do miracles but have not love, it doesn’t amount to a hill of beans. It all gets down to love” (see 1 Corinthians 13).

“Uh-oh,” you say. “If it all gets down to love, I’m in trouble.”

That’s what Peter thought…

“Do you love Me, Peter?” Jesus asked.

“What can I say, Lord? I denied You. I disobeyed You. How can I say I love You?” Peter answered.

A second time Jesus said, “Peter, do you love Me?”

And a second time, Peter answered, “Lord, You know I like You.”

The third time Jesus asked the question, He framed it a little differently, saying, “Peter, do you even like Me?”

“Yes, Lord, You know I like You,” Peter answered.

“I’ll accept that,” Jesus said. “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15–17).

God so loved us that He gave His only Son to die for our sins—including our sin of not loving Him.

Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.
Micah 7:18


From six hundred thirteen to eleven to three to one. Yet even when, like Peter, we fail, Jesus comes to us where we are with pardon and mercy.

He has shown thee what is good: Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God. If that’s too hard to remember, it’s all summed up in a single syllable: love. And if even that’s too hard, rather than relying on your love for Him, rest in His love for you.

In Jesus’ Name.




 

Chapter 7
 

Micah 7:1
 

Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit.

“Woe is me!” Micah cries because the sight of the people, the prophets, the politicians, and the priesthood all polluted by their pursuit of prosperity and paganism pained his soul.

Micah 7:2 (a)
 

The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men…

The Marines are always on the lookout for a few good men. Micah was unable to find even one.

Micah 7:2 (b), 3 (a)
 

…they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. That they may do evil with both hands earnestly…

While Micah could find no one of integrity, there was no shortage of men who were bloodthirsty. Unfortunately, the same is true in our day.

Micah 7:3 (b)
 

…the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up.

Not only is integrity consumed by the bloodthirsty, but Micah sees a judicial darkness as the giving and taking of bribes overshadow equity.

Micah 7:4
 

The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.

Even the best of men is as dangerous as a hedge of thorns—which is why Jerusalem’s watchmen would one day see the arrival of their enemy through whom the Lord would bring judgment to their city.

Micah 7:5 (a)
 

Trust ye not in a friend…

Not only does deceit lurk in every corner of society, but Micah goes on to say that even friends are not trustworthy.

Micah 7:5 (b)
 

…put ye not confidence in a guide…

Micah goes even further when he says, “Don’t put your confidence in those who claim to be able to guide you—be they pastors or teachers, advisors or counselors.”

A Bible school student was taught how to minister to people in the hospital—to stand near them so they wouldn’t have to yell across the room, to hold their hands, to pray with them and share some Scripture. Upon graduation, the young man reported to work at his first church. He was only there a few weeks when one of his parishioners became seriously ill. Walking into the man’s hospital room, the young pastor remembered what he had been taught. Standing very near the bed, he took the man’s hand and began to pray with him. Noticing sweat breaking out on the man’s brow and a green pallor coloring his skin, the pastor thought, “Oh, no! This man’s dying. I better prepare him for heaven!”

Seeing the man try to mouth something, the pastor put his ear closer to hear the man’s final words—only to hear him whisper, “You’re standing on my oxygen cord.”

Put not your confidence in guides, Micah says, because, although their heart may be right, they often will be the very ones who inadvertently cut off your oxygen supply!

Micah 7:5 (c)
 

…keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom.

Going further still, Micah says, “Be careful what you say even to your own mate because he or she may betray you, disappoint you, or not understand you.”

There is a tendency in some quarters of the Christian community to place one’s mate on such a high pedestal that we subconsciously expect him or her to meet all of our needs. When he or she doesn’t, we go to marriage seminar after seminar and to buy self-help book after book only to wonder why our marriage isn’t fulfilling to us. And the more we read about other marriages, the more we conclude that our own marriage is worse than we thought. So we work harder at it. But the harder we work, the more frustrated we become. Why? Because a wife or husband will never be able to truly satisfy us any more than a friend, hobby, or job will. Only the Lord can satisfy us. But this realization is being lost today—even in the church.

People work so hard on their marriages that they actually put more pressure on them, resulting in an endless, unnecessary cycle of stress. The solution? If a husband and wife seek first the kingdom of God and love the Lord first and foremost, they can just enjoy each other as they travel together toward heaven. But if they’re expecting each other to be God and their marriage to be heaven, they’ll find nothing but disillusionment and frustration. Seek first the kingdom, Jesus said—and everything else will fall into place (Matthew 6:33).

Micah 7:6
 

For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house.

Even your own family will disappoint you at one time or another, Micah declares. Observing a society lacking integrity and riddled with cruelty, friends that couldn’t be trusted, marriages that were less than fulfilling, families that were disappointing—was Micah cynical and bitter? Quite the contrary, he was more hopeful than ever…

Micah 7:7, 8
 

Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.

The answer lies not in friends or family, society or country. All of them will disappoint you at one time or another. But there is One who you can absolutely count on to fulfill you, to befriend you, to be completely faithful to you. That One is God. “It’s God I need,” Micah declares. “It’s the Lord I long for and He is here for me.”

Micah 7:9
 

I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness.

For thirty-six chapters, Job questioned God. When God answered him, the first words out of Job’s mouth were, “Behold, I am vile” (Job 40:4).

“Woe is me!” Isaiah cried when he saw the Lord, “for I am undone because I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).

“Depart from me,” Peter said upon his realization that the Man in his boat was God incarnate, “for I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8).

Any clear revelation of deity results in a realization of one’s own depravity—and Micah was no exception. Speaking not only for the nation of Israel, but for himself, he says, “I will bear the indignation of the Lord because I have sinned against Him.”

Micah 7:10
 

Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the LORD thy God? mine eyes shall behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets.

“He trusted in God; let Him deliver him now,” the scribes and elders said of Jesus as He hung on the Cross for their sin (Matthew 27:43).

“Where is thy God?” taunted the enemies of the psalmist (Psalm 42:3).

“Where is the Lord thy God?” scoffed the Assyrians and Babylonians to the Jews?

But through the lens of history, we see the real questions are: Where are the scribes and elders? Where are the psalmist’s foes? Where are the Assyrians and Babylonians? They are all gone—while God is still on the throne.

Micah 7:11
 

In the day that thy walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed.

Following their seventy-year captivity, the Jews were released to Jerusalem where, under the leadership of Nehemiah and Zerubbabel, they rebuilt her walls and temple.

Micah 7:12
 

In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain.

Upon their return from captivity, the Jews were to occupy their country from the Euphrates River to the Nile River, from the Mediterranean Sea to the ocean, from Mount Libanus to Mount Seir. This prophecy was literally fulfilled during Herod’s reign when Jesus was born.

Micah 7:13
 

Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings.

Although the Jews would return to their land, the fact that it had been desolate for their seventy-year captivity would serve as a reminder of the effects of their sin (Jeremiah 21:14).

Micah 7:14 (a)
 

Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage…

After suffering the consequences of her sin under the rod of her enemies, Micah prays that Israel would now be led by the rod—or shepherd’s crook—of her God.

Micah 7:14 (b)
 

…which dwell solitarily…

No longer would Israel be dispersed among the nations. She would dwell in her own land according to the promise of God (Numbers 23:9; Deuteronomy 33:28).

Micah 7:14 (c)
 

…in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.

Bashan and Gilead were chosen by Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh because of the abundance of their pasture land (Numbers 32).

Micah 7:15–17
 

According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things. The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee.

Answering Micah’s prayer, God calls to mind Israel’s exodus from Egypt—a time when He moved miraculously and decisively to deliver His people from bondage. As He did then, so He would do again. Why? Read on…

Micah 7:18
 

Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.

The reason God pardons sin as horrendous as Israel’s and as hideous as mine is single: He delights in mercy. The justice of God took the wrath I deserved and poured it on Christ Jesus, His Son, who was slain for my sin. When Jesus cried from the Cross, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” He was feeling the anger God should have hurled on me. Thus, God can say, “I delight in mercy”—not, “I have to develop it, discipline Myself to feel it, or determine to show it. No, I delight in mercy because the price of your sin was fully paid on the Cross by My Son.”

Micah 7:19
 

He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Exploring the three-mile deep Mariana Trench off the coast of Indonesia, divers discovered that light becomes nonexistent in such depth. This means that God not only forgives our sins completely but tosses them into the one place in the world where they become totally invisible.

Micah 7:20
 

Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

God alone is as merciful as He is truthful. Friends and family disappoint us repeatedly. Pastors and guides step on our oxygen hoses unknowingly. Society lets us down constantly. Therefore, Micah says, “God alone is the One to whom I look, upon whom I rely, in whom I believe.”

Does this mean I am to become cynical about people? No—for when I look to God, have hope in God, and walk with God, I’m free to accept people for the wretches we all are due to our fallen humanity. The more I understand this, the less I pressure you to be something you’re not; the less I demand that my wife, my kids, my friends, church, family, boss, or country be that which they can never be. There is only One who is good, who passes over iniquity, who delights in mercy, who casts our sin into the depths of the sea.

After praying so intensely that it caused His blood vessels to burst, Jesus saw a company of men coming toward Him. Suddenly, from out of the company, one stepped forward and kissed Him on the cheek. Knowing exactly what Judas was doing (John 6:70), Jesus nonetheless said to him, “Friend, wherefore art thou come?”—even then giving Judas an opportunity to respond to His unfathomable love (Matthew 26:50).



	Jesus called Judas “friend.” Amazing.

	 Jesus calls me “friend” (John 15:15). Incredible.

	Who is our God?

	
Micah was right. There is none like Him.










NAHUM
 

Background to Nahum
 

Written in 630 B.C., the Book of Nahum is a sequel to the Book of Jonah. Jonah was the prophet sent with a message to Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian empire. Nineveh was an awesome city so big that it took three days to walk across it (Jonah 3:3) and protected by a wall so thick chariots could race atop it. Interspersed in this massive wall were 1,200 towers from which soldiers were able to rain boulders, arrows, and spears on any enemy audacious enough to approach the seemingly impregnable fortress.

As for the inhabitants of Nineveh, there has not been a more cruel people in the history of the world. Consequently, when the Lord commissioned Jonah to preach repentance to this bloody, brutal people, Jonah went as far as he could in the opposite direction in fear that they would receive his message and experience God’s forgiveness.

Eventually, however, Jonah ended up in Nineveh. Bleached white from the gastric juices of the whale’s stomach, such a sight was he that when he preached, “Repent. Judgment comes in forty days,” in the streets of Nineveh, the people listened to what he said and repented. The greatest revival in the history of the world followed as over 600,000 people repented and turned to God.

Now, one hundred fifty years later, we pick up the story in the Book of Nahum—a book that divides itself into three sections. In chapter 1, Nineveh’s doom is declared. In chapter 2, Nineveh’s doom is described. In chapter 3, Nineveh’s doom is deserved.

Chapter 1
 

Nahum 1:1
 

The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

Nahum was the prophet raised up by the Lord to bring a message to Nineveh—the capital city of Assyria, which had once turned to God but had now drifted far from Him. His name means “comforter”—which is interesting to me because his message of gloom and doom, destruction and devastation, is anything but comforting. Was Nahum named amiss? Should the Lord have changed his name—like Marion Campbell did when he became John Wayne? Is Comforter an appropriate name for this individual? I think we will see that indeed it is.

Although we don’t know for certain where Nahum lived, there is a town located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee—the town where centuries later Jesus would establish the headquarters for His ministry—named Capernaum, or Caper-nahum, meaning the town of Nahum. Some have suggested this was Nahum’s hometown.

Nahum begins his prophecy with a revelation of the personality and power of God as seen in verses 2 through 7…

Nahum 1:2
 

God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.

God is love. But His love is not a sloppy sentimentality. His love is righteous and true. Thus, His very jealousy is part of His love, for He would not be loving if He were not jealous.

“I’m confused,” you say. “I thought jealousy was a sign of carnality, a sin of the flesh.” Jealousy is a sin as it relates to you and me (Proverbs 6:34)—but not as it relates to God.

You see, when I get jealous it is because I am worried someone is going to take something or someone from me. Not so with God. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are completely content in and of themselves. God isn’t saying, “If I lose Jon, My whole world will collapse and I’ll be miserable.” No, God is all-sufficient. He has need of nothing. This means His love for me is not based upon my satisfying Him or my fulfilling a void in His life. Therefore, because He needs nothing, God’s jealousy is vastly different from man’s.

God is jealous not because He’s worried about His loss—but because He’s concerned about our hurt. Think of it this way: If we were at the zoo and a cobra slithered out of its cage and was face to face with my kids, I’d be very jealous for them. It’s not that I would worry that the cobra would steal them away from me or that they’d like the snake better than me. No, I would simply be concerned that the cobra would hurt them.

That’s the kind of jealousy God has. “Kids,” He says, “I’m not concerned that you’ll hurt Me but that you’ll be hurt in leaving Me. The cobra is sure to strike, so I will deal with those things that will hurt or harm you. I will take vengeance on My enemies in order to protect My children.”

Nahum 1:3 (a)
 

The LORD is slow to anger…

God is jealous in the best sense of the word and He doesn’t have a temper. I like that. Haven’t you found that when your temper boils over, you always end up in hot water? I have! God is not like that. Over and over again, our Father identifies Himself as One who is slow to anger (Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 103:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2).

Nahum 1:3 (b)
 

…and great in power…

Some people mistake the patience of God for apathy. “I’m sinning,” they say, “and nothing’s happening to me so God must not care.” But that’s a big mistake indeed. Although the people of Nineveh had responded to God initially, they returned to their evil practices eventually. For one hundred fifty years, God was slow to anger. But now He’s about to demonstrate His power.

Nahum 1:3 (c)–6
 

…and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.

The awesomeness of God’s judgment makes me appreciate all the more what Jesus Christ absorbed for me on the Cross of Calvary. When God poured out all of the wrath that should have been poured out on all of humanity, He poured it out on His Son who died in our place. What a price. When you read about the severity of God’s judgment and wrath, you cannot help but grow greatly in your amazement that Jesus Christ took the rap for you, for me, for us.

Nahum 1:7 (a)
 

The LORD is good…

After Nahum declares God’s power, a reminder is given: The Lord is good. I like that! When you’re talking about the awesomeness of His judgment, always keep in mind that the Lord is good. The first verse I taught each of my kids was Psalm 73:1: Truly God is good. Why did I choose that particular verse? Not only because it’s simple to learn but because it’s foundational to their understanding of who God is.

The goodness of God is the first truth Satan attacks. “Has God said you’re not to eat of that fruit?” he asked Eve. “He knows in the day you eat it, you’ll have new revelation.” In other words, “God is holding back something good from you, Eve” (Genesis 3:1–5).

And that’s what Satan still does today. He slithers up beside you and hisses in your ear, “Isn’t that a little narrow and resssstrictive? Issssn’t there a more exciting way to live? Is God truly good?”

“I know mentally that God is good, but emotionally sometimes I doubt His goodness,” said the psalmist. “But then I go into the sanctuary. And when I’m in God’s presence with God’s people, I’m reminded of His goodness all over again” (Psalm 73). Haven’t you found the same thing to be true? You come to the place where God’s people are studying and worshiping—and suddenly you see it again: God is good!

Nahum 1:7 (b)
 

…a strong hold in the day of trouble…

Do you know that life is hard? “As sure as sparks from a fire fly upward, man is born for trouble,” Job declares (see Job 5:7).

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous,” David echoes, “but the Lord delivers them out of them all” (Psalm 34:19).

Don’t think you have troubles simply because you’re a Christian. The unbeliever has just as many difficulties as you do. The difference is, you have access to the Problem Solver. You can turn to the Lord, the “stronghold in the day of trouble”—but he doesn’t know he can.

Nahum 1:7 (c)
 

…and he knoweth them that trust in him.

God not only knows those who trust in Him, but He thinks about them. How often? As many times as there are grains of sand on the shores of the sea…

O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand… Psalm 139:1, 17, 18 (a)


God says, “When I’m on the seashores of Waikiki, Bora Bora, or Tahiti, I’m thinking about you more often than the number of grains of sand beneath My feet.”

Those who study such things tell us there are ten to the twenty-fifth power grains of sand on the seashore worldwide. They also tell us there are ten to the twenty-fifth power stars in the heavens. I find this more than coincidental, for God promised Abraham that his seed would be as the sand on the seashore and as the stars in the heavens (Genesis 22:17).

So next time you’re at the beach, remember that there’s a star for every grain of sand. And for every star, there’s a thought about you in the heart and mind of your Father. In other words, you’re always on His mind and in His heart.

Nahum 1:8 (a)
 

But…

In verses 2 through 7, we saw the personality and power of God revealed. Now we change direction. In verses 8 through 15, we’ll see the prophecy and plan of God unveiled.

Nahum 1:8 (b)–10
 

…with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies. What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time. For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.

One of the most fascinating prophecies in the minor prophets is embedded in this passage for Greek historians tell us this is precisely what happened when, eighteen years after Nahum’s prophecy was given, the emerging empires of the Medes to the north and the Babylonians to the south joined together to attack the city of Nineveh. With enough food growing within her city walls to feed her population indefinitely and with the Euphrates river flowing through the city itself to provide water, Nineveh successfully fended off three separate attacks over three years by simply shutting herself off from her attackers and hunkering down within her walls.

To celebrate her victory, the Ninevites threw a party—a drunken orgy that lasted for weeks. But, as they partied, the Lord began to send clouds over Nineveh. As rain fell, the Euphrates began to swell so much that it eventually caused the foundation of the mighty wall to crumble. The Medes and Babylonians stormed through the breaches and torched the city—precisely as Nahum had prophesied.

Nahum 1:11–13
 

There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil against the LORD, a wicked counsellor. Thus saith the LORD: Though they be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when he shall pass through. Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more. For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder.

So completely destroyed was the city that in 330 B.C., when Alexander the Great came marching through the area, there was not a single stone left on the spot where Nineveh once stood. Consequently, as the years passed, skeptics began to say there never was a Nineveh, that it was just a biblical tall tale. But in 1845, an archaeologist happened to hit something with his spade while digging in Iraq—and by the time the project was completed, the city of Nineveh was uncovered.

Nahum 1:14
 

And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.

In addition to the city of Nineveh being wiped out, Nahum’s prophecy that “no more of thy name be sown” was fulfilled completely—for who of us knows a single Assyrian?

Nahum 1:15
 

Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off.

The good tidings of which Nahum writes refer to the destruction of Nineveh. How can destruction be good news? Living in Judah, knowing the Assyrians were always ready to pounce on you and skin you alive, if someone said, “Assyria is wiped out,” wouldn’t you say, “That’s good news!”? That’s why Nahum was not misnamed. He was indeed a comforter—not to the people living in Nineveh, but to the people of Judah.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Isaiah 52:7


Isaiah wrote this, looking forward to the kingdom age, when Jesus will come back and reign in Jerusalem.

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! Romans 10:14, 15


Paul uses the same text to speak not only of a future kingdom but of present salvation. Thus, the same prophetic word is seen in three different passages with three different applications—Nineveh’s destruction, the future kingdom, and our salvation—all good news.

Chapter 2
 

In chapter 1, Nineveh’s doom was declared. Here in chapter 2, Nineveh’s doom is described. In verses 1 through 8, we read of the pounding of Nineveh. In verses 9 through 13, we see the plundering of Nineveh.

Nahum 2:1 (a)
 

He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face…

In other words—as your margin might read—“the hammer is come up before thy face.” Isaiah had prophesied the same thing years earlier when the Lord likened Assyria to a paddle, an instrument in His hand by which He disciplined the people of Israel. “But you have gone beyond that,” declared the Lord. “You have prided yourselves in that you have destroyed My people. Therefore, I will destroy you” (Isaiah 10).

“With what measure ye mete, it shall be given you,” Jesus said (Matthew 7:2). Because the Assyrians were quick to dispense judgment, judgment would fall upon them. Good lesson there. How you treat others will come back on you.

Nahum 2:1 (b)
 

…keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.

“Beware, Nineveh,” said the Lord through Nahum. “The hammering blows of the Medes and Babylonians are about to fall on you—for they are instruments of My wrath.”

Nahum 2:2
 

For the LORD hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: for the emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches.

“You have marred My people. You have emptied My branches. Now it’s your turn to be emptied and marred,” said the Lord to Nineveh.

Nahum 2:3, 4
 

The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken. The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.

With its references to chariots, streets, and speed, some have taken this passage as a prophecy concerning the age of the automobile. Although it’s interesting, I don’t think such is the case. But of the following prophecy, we can be sure…

Nahum 2:5, 6
 

He shall recount his worthies: they shall stumble in their walk; they shall make haste to the wall thereof, and the defence shall be prepared. The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dissolved.

As Nineveh’s walls crumbled from the force of the flooded Euphrates, the King of Assyria hid in his palace. He must have thought he would surely be safe there. After all, it was six hundred feet long, six hundred thirty feet wide, had eighty rooms, and was surrounded by gold and silver lions. His private armory, which held his shields and spears, horses and chariots, covered eighteen acres. But it eventually became evident that neither his palace nor his armory could save him. Realizing this, he committed suicide by lighting himself on fire, burning down his palace in the process.

Nahum 2:7
 

And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she shall be brought up, and her maids shall lead her as with the voice of doves, tabering upon their breasts.

With no historical mention of Huzzab, Queen of Nineveh, being burned in the fire that claimed her husband’s life, it is assumed that she escaped and was carried away captive with the rest of her people.

Nahum 2:8
 

But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall they cry; but none shall look back.

Panic gripped the city. The king was dead. The palace was dissolved. The enemy was flooding in.

Nahum 2:9
 

Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for there is none end of the store and glory out of all the pleasant furniture.

After pounding the city of Nineveh, the Mede and Babylonian troops were commanded to plunder it.

Nahum 2:10 (a)
 

She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together…

Because they had rebelled against God, the knees of the Ninevites were knocking. Like the Ninevites, we, too, have rebelled against God. But instead of being fearful, we have the opportunity to be prayerful because we are forgiven of our rebellion by the blood of Calvary. Whenever your knees are knocking, kneel on them—and be reminded of the sin-cleansing, enemy-defeating power of the Cross.

Nahum 2:10 (b)–12
 

…and much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness. Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feedingplace of the young lions, where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid? The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, and his dens with ravin.

With an insatiable appetite, the king of Assyria had been “king of the jungle,” devouring surrounding nations to feed his own “family.”

Nahum 2:13
 

Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions: and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard.

“Behold, I am against thee.” What terrifying words! Do you realize these are the very words of the Lord toward your relatives and neighbors, colleagues and friends who reject the Word of Jesus Christ? They might think they’re partying; they might think they’re cruising—but little do they know that it is only God’s patience that is preventing His judgment. And when it comes, His judgment will be devastating and damning.

Never give up sharing the gospel, saints, for, “Behold, I am against thee” becomes, “If God be for us who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31) for anyone who simply embraces Jesus.

Chapter 3
 

Nahum 3:1 (a)
 

Woe to the bloody city!…

The first reason the destruction of Nineveh was deserved was due to the cruelty of the Ninevites.

Nahum 3:1 (b)
 

…it is all full of lies and robbery…

The men of Jerusalem were sitting on the wall of the city when Rabshakeh came out with the mighty armies of Assyria, saying, “We’re going to blow you away. No nation has stopped us. No god of any people has proven a match for our armies. However, if you come out and make a deal with us, we’ll let you live in pleasant lands” (2 Kings 18). This was the Assyrians’ typical method of operation. They would make deals with people and lure them out of their cities—only to loot their cities once the inhabitants were defenseless.

Nahum 3:1 (c)–3
 

…the prey departeth not; The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the pransing horses, and of the jumping chariots. The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases; and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses:

The cruelty of the Assyrians is beyond that of any other society in history. They would commit mass murder in every city they conquered, piling the skulls of their vanquished in huge pyramids outside the conquered cities as a warning of the consequence of standing in their way.

Nahum 3:4–7
 

Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the well-favoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts. Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? whence shall I seek comforters for thee?

Carnality was also a reason for Nineveh’s destruction. Immorality was a part of it, but the major failing here is actually the idea of witchcraft. In both the Old and New Testaments, witchcraft is associated with drugs. The New Testament word translated “witchcraft” is actually pharmakeia—from which we get our word “pharmacy.” In the taking of drugs, there’s always a connection with the supernatural realm of the demonic world. And the Lord says, “Because you’re involved with drugs and witchcraft and because you’ve spread your practices throughout the world, I will expose you to the world.”

We have seen this very thing happen closer to home. One of the most advanced civilizations in world history was the Inca civilization. From their ruins in Central and South America, we know they were experts in brain surgery at a time when European cultures were still using leeches for bloodletting. Through genetic engineering, the Incans developed a singles bee that was prolific in the production of honey. The Incan postal system guaranteed two-day delivery to anywhere in their empire.

What happened to the Incas? They came across a little plant—the coca shrub—from which they were able to extract cocaine. And eventually the great Incan thinkers and philosophers, inventors, scientists, and architects lost all interest in developing their civilization or defending themselves. In so doing, they destroyed themselves—as will any civilization that glorifies drug use.

Nahum 3:8–10
 

Art thou better than populous No, that was situate among the rivers, that had the waters round about it, whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was from the sea? Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers. Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains.

Stupidity is a third reason for the destruction of Nineveh. “No” was another name for the wealthy Egyptian city of Thebes which the Assyrians conquered only a few years prior to this in 633 B.C. Therefore, God is saying, “Don’t you get the picture? Why do you think you can escape the fate of Thebes who also thought it was invincible?”

Nahum 3:11–13
 

Thou also shalt be drunken: thou shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek strength because of the enemy. All thy strong holds shall be like fig trees with the firstripe figs: if they be shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth of the eater. Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are women: the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars.

Homosexuality is a fourth reason for the destruction of Nineveh. From historical records, we know that the society of Assyria and the city of Nineveh in particular were caught up not only in homosexuality, but in bizarre, masochistic, and sadistic practices. That is why they were no more able to stand against their enemies than a ripe fig could cling to a shaken branch.

Nahum 3:14
 

Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds: go into clay, and tread the morter, make strong the brickkiln.

Here’s Nahum mockingly giving directions to a people who are lacking any kind of leadership. But then he continues on a serious note…

Nahum 3:15, 16
 

There shall the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off, it shall eat thee up like the cankerworm: make thyself many as the cankerworm, make thyself many as the locusts. Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven: the cankerworm spoileth, and fleeth away.

In other words, “As quickly as locusts can level a field, so your boutiques and merchants’ shops will be leveled in the day of destruction.”

Nahum 3:17, 18
 

Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy captains as the great grasshoppers, which camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when the sun ariseth they flee away, and their place is not known where they are. Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: thy nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is scattered upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them.

“When the going gets tough, Nineveh, your leaders are going to run and hide.”

Nahum 3:19
 

There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?

“Everyone who hears about your destruction will applaud,” declared the Lord. And that’s the way Nahum’s prophecy ends.

Was the judgment, the doom, the destruction of Nineveh deserved? Yes, for the wrath of God is an important component of His love. Because they were doomed already by their corruption and disease, God in His love is absolutely justified in destroying such a society.

If a snarling dog came into my house baring its teeth and foaming at the mouth, would I have been justified in judging, in destroying the dog? Yes, because the dog was going to die anyway. He was diseased. He was rabid. He was doomed. But my kids didn’t have rabies. And I would have had to protect them from the diseased dog. I would not be loving if I said, “Oh, well, so the dog has rabies. Come on, kids, be big-hearted. Pet the puppy. Give the doggy a kiss.”

Love means doing what is right and best for the people about whom you care. Thus, God looked at the Assyrian society and said, “I’m giving you year after decade after century to turn back to Me. But if you refuse, I must destroy you in order to protect the people living round about you.”

Our God is a consuming fire (Deuteronomy 4:24). This warms me because I know things are terribly wrong in our world. And being a consuming fire, God says, “I’ll not allow sin to go on indefinitely. I am patient now for I am not willing that any should perish, that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). But there is coming a day in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise; the elements shall melt with fervent heat; and the earth will be burned up (2 Peter 3:10). Yes, I’m patient. I’m giving people plenty of opportunity to turn to Me. But the day is coming when I will judge radically.”

The consuming fire aspect of God’s nature warms me—not only because the world around me will be made right but also because the worldliness within me will be consumed. If you are being disciplined by the Lord, rejoice because it means He’s not going to allow corruption within you to go unchecked. He’s the Great Physician who, with the fire of conviction and chastisement, will burn out the cancer of carnality before it destroys you eternally.

Would anyone knowingly go to a doctor who, not wanting to hurt or offend his patients, never told them there was anything wrong with them in spite of the fact that x-rays showed cancer growing within them? No. We want a doctor who will cut into us if necessary to save us physically. In the same way, our God is a consuming fire, a Great Physician, who will judge not only the world around us but the worldliness within us. This knowledge warms me.

But it also warns me…

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:22, 23


… but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. Matthew 10:22 (b)


Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure… 2 Peter 1:10 (a)


Nahum spoke to a city that was once revived, a city that had once turned toward God with fasting and sackcloth, with prayer and sincerity. But, as time went on, the Ninevites slid back into their old, carnal ways, and now Nahum says, “Thus saith the Lord: I am against you.”

I do believe there will be people who will stand before the Lord and honestly be shocked to hear the words, “Depart from Me. I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23).

“But back in 1968, I walked forward at a Billy Graham crusade,” they’ll say.

Or, “In 1953, I threw my pine cone on the fire at Camp Winnemukka. How can it be that You never knew Me?”

How can we who know God begin to slip away (Hebrews 2:1)? This happens when church is no longer important, when ministry happens only when it’s convenient, when prayer no longer has priority, when Bible reading becomes a chore. It happens when, like Nineveh, you’re no longer where you once were in your relationship with the Lord. And if you ignore the voice of the Comforter, of the Holy Ghost, saying, “Turn”—you can be in real trouble.

“This is scaring me,” you say.

Good. I would rather see you walk in fear and trembling all the way into heaven than to be lulled into lethargy only to be awakened by the words, “I am against you.”

Make your calling and election sure, dear saint. On your face before the Lord, ask Him to have mercy upon you. Embrace Him. Submit to Him. Follow hard after Him. He’s a loving Father who will send the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to be the Nahum in your heart, saying, “Turn away. Get right. Come back.”







HABAKKUK
 

Background to Habakkuk
 

Habakkuk was the last of the minor prophets to preach in Judah, the southern kingdom, before the final Babylonian invasion. Led by Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonians invaded Judah on three separate occasions before carrying the Jews back to Babylon and into captivity in 586 B.C. Ministering in the days immediately preceding Nebuchadnezzar’s first invasion, Habakkuk must have written his book sometime around 609 B.C.

The times were troubling. The days were dark. There were ominous signs on the horizon. Having already formed an axis with the Medes to overthrow the Assyrians, the Babylonians would continue to rise in power under the leadership of their king, Nebuchadnezzar.

From internal evidence, we can assume that since Habakkuk began his ministry in 630 B.C., he ministered for a number of years before this book was penned. We don’t know much about Habakkuk personally. However, on the basis of the last verse in the book, in which he writes, “To the chief singer on my stringed instruments,” we can assume he was a priest before he was a prophet because it was the Levites, particularly the priests, who wrote the songs and played the instruments in the temple. If this be so, he would be in the same situation as a contemporary—a prophet named Jeremiah.

Jeremiah was also a priest before he was called to be a prophet. So these two men, both, it would seem, called from the priestly ministry into a prophetic ministry, ministered in the days immediately before the Babylonian invasion, when the southern kingdom would come crashing down. The priestly ministry was much more regimented than the prophetic ministry. Priests had certain prescribed activities they performed each day. They followed the Levitical calendar with its feasts and festivals.

The prophetic ministry, on the other hand, was anything but regimented and ordered. The prophets didn’t have any kind of structure. They were moved by the Spirit of the Lord to do whatever, whenever, however He guided. Isaiah was told to make a point by taking off his clothes and walking through the land—getting peoples’ attention and explaining to them the “naked” truth about their situation. Hosea was told to marry a prostitute as an illustration of God’s redemptive ability in embracing people who are unfaithful to Him. Ezekiel was told to chop off his hair and throw it in the fire.

The prophetic ministry was a difficult one! These men were called to do radical things to get the attention of people who had grown so calloused and hard-hearted that God was willing to go to great extremes to get them to listen. If indeed Habakkuk had previously enjoyed being a minstrel in the temple, I’m not sure what his reaction was when he was called to be a prophet. I know what Jeremiah’s was. He said, “Oh, Lord, not me. I am but a youth” (Jeremiah 1:6). He was probably thirty years old at the time, but he was trying to find any reason why he shouldn’t be thrust into the bold ministry of a prophet.

Habakkuk is interesting because of all the prophets, he is the only one who, in his book, is not being initiated by God into the ministry but rather he is initiating a dialogue with God about the ministry. He’s the initiator and God is the respondent.

At the beginning of his ministry, Habakkuk saw the people go through a revival of sorts in the days of King Josiah. Eight years old when he began to reign, Scripture records that, at the age of sixteen, Josiah sought the Lord “while he was yet young” (2 Chronicles 34:3). At age twenty, Josiah ordered the temple to be remodeled during the course of which a copy of the Law was found (2 Chronicles 34:14). Because the country had been so wicked previously that not a single copy of the Scripture could be found in the entire land, when this copy was uncovered in the temple, the people were amazed. As he read it, Josiah realized how far Judah was from where she should be. He wept before the Lord and called the people to seek Him and to observe the festivals and feasts of Israel once again. And a great revival seemed to follow.

But, in reality, no one can legislate spirituality. There was reformation but not regeneration. People went through the outward motions but their hearts were not right toward the Lord. They attended the services and enjoyed the festivals—but they did not respond to the Lord personally. So Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and others were on the scene, calling the people to a true spirituality—not just a religiosity but a genuine relationship with God.

Josiah left the scene. Then came Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim was an evil king. Given a scroll by Jeremiah concerning how he should behave, Jehoiakim cut the scroll into pieces, and tossed them into the fire. Jeremiah wrote another scroll—only this time the message against Jehoiakim was stronger and the prophesied future of Judah bleaker (Jeremiah 36:32).

The spiritual climate was degenerating rapidly. The revival that had happened a few years previously did not affect the people on a deep level. The new king was wicked and the people were plunged into immorality, leaving Habakkuk to wonder, “Lord, why don’t You judge Your people? Why aren’t You working? Where are You?”

Habakkuk is a beautiful gem of a book, written by the prophet who started out wrestling with God and ended up worshiping Him.

Chapter 1
 

Habakkuk 1:1
 

The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

Habakkuk means “wrestler.” Therefore, he’s been called the “doubting Thomas” of the Old Testament. In chapter 1, we’ll see him wondering and wrestling. In chapter 2, we’ll see him watching and waiting. In chapter 3, we’ll see him worshiping and witnessing. In chapter 1, he begins in the valley. In chapter 2, he’ll climb into the tower. In chapter 3, he ascends to the mountain. In chapter 1, he sighs. In chapter 2, he’ll seek. In chapter 3, he’ll sing. Thus, this book that bears his name is a great book for any of us who, at any time, wonder, “Where is God?”

Habakkuk 1:2
 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!

“Lord, how long will I cry?” pleads Habakkuk. The second time he uses the word “cry” in verse 2, the Hebrew word is actually “scream.” Thus, Habakkuk is actually saying, “I cry to You, Lord, but You don’t hear me. I scream out before You, but You don’t help me!”

Do you ever feel that way?

Habakkuk 1:3
 

Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.

“I look around Jerusalem,” says Habakkuk, “and all I see is violence and contention. Why aren’t You doing anything about this, Lord?”

I think we feel the same way watching the nightly news. “Lord, can’t You see what’s happening?”

Habakkuk 1:4
 

Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.

The Hebrew word translated “slacked” literally means “paralyzed.” “The law is paralyzed,” moans Habakkuk. “It’s not working. The judicial system is not functioning.”

Before he is executed, the average capital offender in this country will spend twenty-two years in legal procedures at a cost of 1.8 million dollars. So, if a guy kills someone, it costs our government 1.8 million dollars and twenty-two years of legal hoops before he actually is executed. Our system is paralyzed. Our judicial system is not working the way it was meant to—and history shows that when a society or a country cannot deal with its infection quickly and effectively, like a human body, it will die of infection.

Habakkuk 1:5
 

Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

“Don’t accuse Me of not working, of not seeing,” says God. “I am doing something, Habakkuk—but if I told you what it was, you wouldn’t even believe it.”

I’m convinced that’s why God doesn’t tell us what He’s doing. He knows that if He told us what would be happening in our lives five years from now, we wouldn’t believe it—or we would argue about it. In Isaiah 55:8 and 9, the Lord declares that His ways are not our ways, that His thoughts are higher than ours. This means God does not have an obligation to give us explanation about our expectation. His promise is simply relaxation.

“Be anxious for nothing,” Paul would write, “but in everything with prayer and supplication let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God which passes understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

In other words, God says, “When you’re anxious or uptight, I promise you not a peace that comes from your understanding but a peace that passes your understanding. I’m going to bypass your puny brain, so to speak, and infuse you with a deep peace in your heart.”

Here, He’s saying to Habakkuk, “You’re accusing Me of indifference and inactivity, but if I told you what I was doing, you wouldn’t believe it.” And then, it’s almost as if Habakkuk says, “Try me,” because the Lord proceeds to explain something of what He’s doing…

Habakkuk 1:6–11
 

For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves. Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand. And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it. Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.

“Here’s what’s happening, Habakkuk. You think I’m doing nothing but in the north, I’m preparing a people that will come down more swiftly than leopards and more fiercely than lions. They’re going to invade this land that you’re complaining about. I’m going to use them as a rod in My hand to punish and to deal with the unbelief, the immorality, the inequity of your society.”

What does Habakkuk do then? At first he was wondering why God wasn’t working and judging his people. But now he’s really wrestling…

Habakkuk 1:12
 

Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.

“Lord, You’re missing my point entirely!” Habakkuk cries. “Yes, I was concerned about my people. But You can’t use the Babylonians to judge us. They’re worse than we are!”

Habakkuk 1:13–17
 

Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them? They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad. Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous. Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?

“Lord, this is not a good solution,” Habakkuk insists. “I know we are wicked—but we are much more righteous than the Babylonians who will descend upon us like cruel fishermen, scoop us up like fish into their nets, and attribute the victory to their gods. You can’t allow this, Lord!”

Now, Habakkuk is really struggling. Not only is God not doing what Habakkuk thinks He should be doing with the people of Judah, but He seems to be saying that the Babylonians are going to be victorious in their conquest. And that isn’t fair at all, Habakkuk protests.

We all can relate to this. “How come they got a new house?” we ask. “Now, Lord, You know that I have devotions regularly and come to church faithfully. But I haven’t seen them at church for weeks! Why are You blessing them—when you should be blessing me?”

Like us, Habakkuk was a questioner—but we are about to see him do something oh, so wise in chapter 2.

Chapter 2
 

After wondering and wrestling in chapter 1, Habakkuk begins to watch and wait in chapter 2.

Habakkuk 2:1
 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.

“I need an answer,” said Habakkuk, “so I’m going to go up into my tower and seek My Father.”

Please note three key components of this verse. The first is determination. When he needed an answer, Habakkuk said, “I will stand upon my watch.” He didn’t say, “Maybe I should spend some time with the Lord next week—or whenever it’s convenient—or if I can break away from work—or if I can find some time.” No, he said, “I need an answer and I’m determined to get one. I will seek the Lord.”

The Lord promises that we shall find Him when we search for Him with all our heart (Jeremiah 29:13). But so often we lack determination. Oh, there’s an acknowledgement in our minds that we should seek the Lord. There’s an intention that we probably will seek the Lord sometime. But we don’t get answers to the questions with which we wrestle because we lack this key component of determination.

Second, notice Habakkuk’s isolation. He got away from his telephone, radio, and television and went up into a tower. He got away from all the distractions that would otherwise bombard him. I believe we don’t hear the voice of God because there are so many other voices constantly ringing in our ears. If you really want to hear from the Lord, there is no alternative to a quiet time, a quiet place, and a quiet heart.

Finally, notice Habakkuk’s expectation. He said, “I will see what the Lord will say to me,” not, “what He might say to me,” not, “what I hope He will say to me,” not, “what I wish He would say to me,” but “what He will say to me.”

Hebrews 11:6 declares that without faith, it is impossible to please God for he that comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. There are many ways to please God—but none apart from faith. If you don’t believe God is going to speak to you and deal with you, you’re not going to hear anything from Him.

How do you know if God will speak to you or not? Here is a very simple test: when you seek the Lord, do you have a journal with you—a pencil and paper before you? You see, if I don’t really expect God to speak, I’ll just kind of show up, casually slumped in my chair, saying, “Wonder if there’s anything in the Word for me today… Probably not…”

We adopt a laid-back mentality in seeking God and then wonder why we never hear from Him. But those who expect to hear from God have pencil and paper in hand. They are on the edge of their chair or on their knees in a posture of expectancy rather than in a spirit of complacency and lethargy.

Habakkuk said, “I am going to seek God. I will get away and I will hear what He has to say to me.” That’s the kind of faith that honors God. That’s the kind of faith that clears the wax of the world out of the ears of the inner man.

Habakkuk 2:2 (a)
 

And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision…

This is as if the Lord said, “Here it is, Habakkuk. You are in the place of determination, isolation, and expectation. You’re ready to hear from Me. Take a memo.”

Habakkuk 2:2 (b)
 

…and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

The language here is interesting because it can be interpreted or translated in two ways. The Lord could be saying to Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it so plain that even the person who runs by quickly can read it easily—like a big billboard. Write this vision so concisely and clearly that the person who runs by you, Habakkuk, will understand it readily.”

Or, it could mean, “Write the vision and make it plain so that the person with whom you share it can run with it.”

I believe both meanings are embedded in this verse. The vision of your life should be so simple that the people who run by you can know what you’re about. And you should be able to share it with others in order that they themselves might be able to run with it.

Habakkuk 2:3
 

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

“Be patient, Habakkuk. Don’t panic. I’m giving you the vision and it will come to pass in due time,” the Lord says.

Habakkuk 2:4 (a)
 

Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him…

Whose soul is not upright?

The soul of the Babylonians.

In Daniel 4, we see Nebuchadnezzar cruising around the city of Babylon, saying, “Look what I have done.” The Bible says that pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). And how Nebuchadnezzar would fall! For seven years, he acted like an animal. His hair grew like feathers on his back and arms; his fingernails grew like claws and he ate grass. At the end of seven years, he said, “There’s only One who is worthy of honor—and that is God.” Suddenly, his sanity was restored and he was returned to the position he held previously (Daniel 4:34–37).

Habakkuk 2:4 (b)
 

…but the just shall live by his faith.

This verse is a key component of New Testament understanding. The just shall life by faith—not puffed up with pride concerning their abilities or spirituality, but solely by faith. For Habakkuk, this was not the theological base of salvation that we understand from Paul when he quotes this verse in Romans and in Galatians, and from the writer to the Hebrews who quotes it in chapter 10. Rather, the context here for Habakkuk deals directly with his own situation specifically. That is, God is saying, “Habakkuk, the Babylonian is proud and puffed up. But the just shall live by faith. You, Habakkuk, are going to live by faith.”

This is the hinge upon which this entire book swings. God is not saying, “You should live by faith,” or, “I want you to live by faith,” but, “you will live by faith.” He’s saying, “You won’t always have answers to your questions, Habakkuk. You won’t always have solutions to your problems. You are going to live not by intellect, sight, feelings, or touch. You’re going to live by faith. That means, you won’t always know what I’m doing, how I’m working, where I’m going, or why I’m doing what I’m doing. You will live by faith—like it or not!”

“That sounds cruel,” you say.

Not at all.

God says to us throughout Scripture that our physical senses—our eyesight, touch, and hearing will be irrelevant in the ages to come. Faith is the currency of eternity and He wants us to be rich people. Therefore, He desires us to hear Him with the ears of faith, see Him with the eyes of faith, and touch Him with the hands of faith. He says to us, “I’m not going to appear before you like you want Me to because that won’t do you any good in the ages to come. I want you to be a people who are spiritually developed and the only way I can do that is to force you to walk by faith.”

God is weaning us, gang. Just as a mother lovingly weans her baby, our Father desires to wean us from the sights and sounds and feelings upon which we are so dependent in order that we might grow strong in faith. And since faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1), it’s an entirely different dimension than anything we’ve known.

God says to Habakkuk, “I realize you’re wrestling, but the just shall live by faith. I’m going to help you, Habakkuk, develop spiritually because it will come in handy in the next billion years to come. Let the Babylonians be puffed up with their military plans, their strategy, their economy, their ability—but the just shall live by faith, simply trusting Me.”

For topical study of Habakkuk 2:4, see “Nothing But Faith.” 

Habakkuk 2:5
 

Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:

“Habakkuk, understand this about Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians: I’m going to let them have their fill but they will not be satisfied. The more they take, the more miserable they will be,” the Lord declares. “I know what I’m doing.”

What was true of the Babylonians is also true of us. No matter what we lust after—be it money or people, power or prestige—the funny thing about it is it never satisfies. It always demands more. If you’re striving after prominence, position, power, or people, you will always say, “I’m almost there. Just a little bit more and I’ll really be happy.” But you will never be because you were created for an intimate, deep, real, rich walk with God. Forsake that to pursue your career, your hobby, or anything else—and you’re in trouble.

Here, God is saying to an apoplectic Habakkuk, “Relax. I know what I’m doing. The Babylonians will fight and conquer but they won’t have any satisfaction.”

Habakkuk 2:6–8
 

Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay! Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them? Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

In search of satisfaction, the Babylonians would only experience retribution as the people they devoured would soon devour them. The Scripture tells us as believers to take heed that we don’t bite and devour one another lest we be consumed by one another (Galatians 5:15).

Archaeologists in East Africa uncovered two saber-tooth tiger skeletons joined together at the teeth. Piecing together the evidence, scientists concluded that the tigers, embroiled in a bitter fight, inadvertently got their teeth stuck together and subsequently starved to death. It is a “pointed” illustration of what happens when we bite and devour each other: We’ll get stuck and go down in the process.

Habakkuk 2:9–11
 

Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil! Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.

Not only would retribution replace satisfaction for the Babylonians but they would also have no security. God is saying that the material things they were building would eventually fall apart.

Can you remember the new car you bought, the new house you moved into, or the new sound system you purchased? Initially, you thought, “Oh, this is great!” But I bet it wasn’t too long before the dings appeared, the paint started to peel, or the CDs began to skip.

God is saying that the very things the Babylonians were doing would eventually fall apart.

Habakkuk 2:12–14
 

Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity! Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity? For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

In other words, these people who are expanding their empire and doing their thing are going to get burned out in the very fire of their own energy.

I remember talking to a guy with Barre-Epstein Syndrome. He couldn’t get up in the morning and was constantly tired. More and more people in their twenties, thirties, and forties are experiencing these symptoms. They’re just burned out. They can’t function. In the process of getting their lives together, they grew weary of life itself.

That’s what God is saying about the Babylonians. The vain things they were pursuing were about to consume and destroy them.

Habakkuk 2:15
 

Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!

The Babylonians were being seductive in their partying—taking advantage of people and exploiting them sexually.

Habakkuk 2:16
 

Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.

In other words, “In your very act of trying to manipulate and seduce others, you’re going to be manipulated and seduced yourselves. And you’re going to see your own nakedness exposed.”

Habakkuk 2:17–19
 

For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men’s blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein. What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

Here, God is saying, “These, Habakkuk, are the natural consequences of people who choose to worship idols of wood and stone rather than to walk with Me. I don’t have to do anything. You’re so worried about My reputation and about their situation, but it will take care of itself. Watch and see!”

And, as you study the Babylonian empire, you do indeed see the natural consequence of their sin. The Babylonians became a corrupt, vile, unhappy, dissatisfied people who are no longer on the face of the earth.

Habakkuk 2:20
 

But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

“I know what I’m doing. I’m on the throne.” This is a nice way of saying, “Be quiet, Habakkuk. Calm down.” It’s a loving way of saying, “Habakkuk, I don’t have to tell you anything because the just shall live by faith. But, since you’re asking, I’ll tell you some principles about life. It’s all going to backfire on them. I don’t have to do anything. The results of their own lust and their own sin will inevitably come down upon their own heads.”




NOTHING BUT FAITH

A Topical Study of


HABAKKUK 2:4


In the year 1483, a baby boy was born to a poor coal miner in Eisleben, Saxony. As the boy grew up and observed the poverty of his father, this boy, named Martin, chose to pursue a different vocation. He decided to become a lawyer and, in 1501, entered the University of Erfurt, where he excelled in his studies.

As he came to the end of his schooling in 1504, an event took place that changed his life. While he was walking the campus grounds, a storm broke so forcefully that Martin fell on his face in fear. The thunder was deafening and lightning struck all around him. Instinctively, he cried out to the patron saint of coal miners, whose name he had heard invoked during his childhood, “Saint Anne! Save me from this lightning. If you save me, I will become a monk!” Shortly thereafter, the storm stopped.

Being a man of his word, Martin withdrew from Law school and entered an Augustinian monastery where he applied himself so diligently that he obtained his Doctorate of Theology within a few years. But the more he studied, the more troubled his heart became for, although he was becoming an expert in theology, he lacked peace personally. The question he repeatedly wrote in his diary was, “How can a man find favor with God?”

In search of this elusive peace, Martin devoted himself to an exceedingly pious lifestyle. He would fast for ten to fifteen days at a time. When temperatures dropped below freezing, he slept outside without a blanket. Between his studies, he beat his body until it was black and blue, hoping that somehow, by punishing his flesh, he could rid himself of the thoughts and motives he knew were not right. He went to confession so many times a day that the abbot finally said, “Martin either go out and commit a sin worth confessing or stop coming here so often.”

Martin was introspective and continually plagued by what he knew of his own depravity and sinfulness. Once, while sitting at his desk writing theology, he felt the presence of Satan so tangibly that he grabbed a bottle of ink and hurled it across the room to where he thought the devil was standing. The bottle crashed against the wall and left a mark that can still be seen today. Whipping, fasting, praying, confessing—Martin did everything possible to gain peace with this God he knew to be righteous, holy, and awesome.

Finally, in 1509, Martin decided to make a pilgrimage to Rome in hope of finding the peace for which he longed. He set out on foot and crossed the Alps. On his descent, he almost died of a high fever before making his way to a monastery at the foot of the mountains where the monks nursed him back to health. While there, a wise monk told him he needed to read the Book of Habakkuk. So Martin did just that. He read Habakkuk. It was a good word from that insightful monk, who perhaps had a sense of Martin’s struggle. You see, Habakkuk was a struggler himself—just like Martin and just like the people today who say, “If God is good, why does He allow suffering? If there really is a devil, why doesn’t God just obliterate him?”

So often, people who wrestle with God throw out questions—then grab their Frisbees, run out to play, and wonder why they don’t get answers. If we would be more like Habakkuk and say, “I’m going to build a tower. I’m going to get away from the world. I’m going to seek the Lord and wait on Him until I get an answer”—how many more questions would be answered.

We are told that one verse in Habakkuk captured Martin’s imagination. It went round and round in his head. He didn’t know what it meant—but he couldn’t get it out of his mind. The verse was Habakkuk 2:4: “The just shall live by faith.”

Finally, Martin recovered sufficiently to continue his journey to Rome. Upon his arrival, he went to the Church of St. John, a cathedral typical of the day, filled with holy relics and artifacts. To this day, when you go to Rome and Jerusalem, you’ll see various objects that people have a tendency to venerate and worship. One chapel in Rome claims to hold the skull of John the Baptist. The story is told of a tour guide who was leading a group through the chapel. One of the tourists interrupted and said, “Sir, we just came from Jerusalem. A church there has a skull also claimed to be John the Baptist’s. But it was smaller and wider than the skull you have here.”

Under pressure, the guide simply said, “Well, that was John’s skull when he was younger.”

The most important relic at the Church of St. John was the inside stairway. These stairs were believed to have been the same ones Jesus Christ climbed to stand before Pontius Pilate after He was scourged. Miraculously transported from Jerusalem, the stairs were adorned with glass mosaics marking the drops of blood that had supposedly fallen from the back of Jesus. Penitents who made the pilgrimage to St. John’s would climb these stairs on their knees and beat themselves with whips as they stopped to kiss each one.

Martin was doing just that—whipping himself, climbing the stairs on his knees—trying to gain favor, trying to make an impression, trying to get the attention of God. He was halfway up when Habakkuk 2:4 hit him again: “The just shall live by faith.” At last he understood. He put down his whip, stood up, walked down the stairs and back to the University of Wittenberg, where he began a movement known today as the Reformation—the single most important event in modern history.

The man’s name, of course, was Martin Luther.

Luther went on to explore the revolutionary idea of “justification by faith.” He wrote profusely about it and, a few years later, nailed his famous ninety-five theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church. The leadership at Wittenberg wasn’t real happy about what Luther said—particularly the idea that people didn’t have to pay indulgences to the church in order to find absolution from their sin. After all, the money collected from indulgences was the money that financed the glorious cathedrals of the period.

So, the church leadership called together the Diet of Worms. The Diet of Worms was not the latest fad to lose weight. Rather, the word “diet” means “council” and it was held in the city of Worms. They discussed Martin Luther’s theory and eventually excommunicated him as a heretic. But the populace caught the vision of what Luther was saying and they began to rejoice in the freedom they had in Christ Jesus. The Reformation was launched and Martin Luther went on to write theological treatises and commentaries that are still classics to this day. He wrote the hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” and translated the entire Bible into German—a classic that remains the literary masterpiece of the Germanic tongue.

History books declare Martin Luther to be the most influential German to have ever lived—all because he saw the reality of Habakkuk 2:4 while kneeling on the steps at the Church of St. John. The just shall live—not by beating, not by praying, not by fasting—the just shall live by faith. He saw it, the world caught it, and the great Reformation was launched.

This verse impacted not only Habakkuk the wrestler and Luther the reformer but also Paul the revelator. You see, after Paul was saved on the Road to Damascus, he spent three years in the desert where he was given personal revelation by the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul took Habakkuk 2:4 and upon this single statement—the just shall live by faith—penned his two most important epistles: the Book of Romans and the Book of Galatians. Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted a third time in the New Testament in the Book of Hebrews, which I personally believe Paul wrote.

Hear Paul’s heart. He declares the just shall live. What is life about? People want to know. Our neighbors, our kids, people we work with are wondering what living is all about. Who is going to live? The Book of Hebrews tells us the just shall live.

Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life and life abundantly” (see John 10:10). Yet people today are going through the motions, not knowing what real life is even about. The average person who lives to be seventy will have spent twenty years of his life sleeping, six years eating, five years dressing, two years on the telephone, three years waiting, and five months tying his shoes. After spending huge chunks of time waiting, tying shoes, or talking on the phone, people can’t help but wonder what life is really about.

What’s life about? The just shall live by faith, declares Paul.

So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
Romans 1:15–17


“I’m not ashamed to come and share the Gospel,” said Paul. “It’s good news. You’re going to live—really live—both in this life abundantly and on into heaven eternally. The just shall live by faith.”

The Just Shall Live by Faith


“The just?” you say. “There’s the problem. I’m not just.”

That’s the whole premise of the Book of Romans. Who is just? Who is righteous? Is it the one who’s keeping rules and regulations—beating his body, lying outside in freezing temperatures, fasting, confessing praying, studying? Is that who “the just” is?

Check out Paul’s answer…

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
Romans 3:10, 11, 27, 28


Paul says, “No one does good. None really seeks after God. People might try and impress you with their piety or flaunt their spirituality but it’s not real. In ourselves, apart from Jesus living in us, there is none that doeth good. We’re all corrupt. We’re all polluted.”

Then how can a man be made just? We are justified by faith. When the judge hits the gavel and says, “This man is guilty but we’ll put him on probation,” that is not justification. When the judge hits the gavel and says, “This man is guilty but I forgive him anyway,” that is not justification. When the judge hits the gavel and says, “This man has never sinned. The charges are untrue. The accusation is unacceptable,” that’s justification.

You see, in Christ Jesus, we are more than just forgiven. We’re justified. It’s not that God simply says, “I forgive you and I’ll put you on probation.” He says, “I pronounce those of you who live by faith to be justified—as if you never sinned at all.”

In other words, if you say, “Thank You, Lord. I know I’m not good. My rules, regulations, and piety don’t make it. But I see Jesus on the Cross at Calvary, paying the price for my sins—every sin I’ve ever committed, am committing, or ever will commit—and I allow His blood to cleanse me”—you are justified in God’s sight. Why? Because a wonderful thing happens to those who simply, by faith, believe that Jesus is the propitiation, the satisfaction, the Lamb slain. That is, the red blood of Jesus Christ strikes the blackness of our sin and makes it white as snow.

Is God blind to sin? Reverently, I say, “Yes. He is color blind because the red blood of Jesus Christ is a filter through which He sees righteousness, whiteness. It is the mystery, the glory, the liberty of justification. No wonder Paul said, “I’m not ashamed of the gospel. It is the power of God unto salvation!”

The just shall live—not by morning devotions, not by tithes and offerings, not by whippings and beatings, not by trying to be spiritual—but by faith.

Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 a second time. In Romans, the emphasis is on “the just.” In Galatians, the emphasis is on “faith.”

The Just Shall Live by Faith


I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
Galatians 1:6–9


Here, Paul is addressing a group of believers in the city of Galatia, a town in modern-day Turkey. He’s greatly concerned about them and tells them sternly, “I marvel that you are so soon removed from the good news of the gospel and have bought into other teaching.”

The word “angel” in verse 8 is angelos in Greek and can either mean “angel” or “messenger.” Thus, Paul could be referring to demonic angels or to any pastor, messenger, or teacher who says, “Faith is good, but there’s another aspect to consider…” The latter is what was happening in Galatia. Judaizers—those who sought to mix Jewish Law with the Gospel of Jesus Christ—were teaching new Gentile believers that, in addition to faith in Jesus, they also had to adhere to the rites and customs of the Jewish Law.

Paul says, “I marvel that you have left the gospel of grace—the unmerited, unearned, undeserved favor of God—in order to become entangled in rules and regulations.”

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.
Galatians 5:1–3


“If you give in to this idea of outwardly trying to prove you are spiritual, you are debtor to the whole law,” Paul says. “It’s all or nothing!”

Because misery loves company, I find myself saying, “If I don’t do a certain thing, they shouldn’t do it, either. Otherwise, I’m going to let them know just how sinful they are.” And I become a Judaizer. I become an inspector of people in order that I might mark them and hurt them rather than love, embrace, and bless them. I become a self-righteous prude who looks at everyone and says, “Why aren’t they fasting like I fast? Why aren’t they praying as long as I pray? Why don’t they go to as many meetings as I go to? What’s wrong with them?”

And I walk around in Pharisees’ robes, saying, “I thank You, God, that I am not like other men” (Luke 18:11). But sooner or later (usually sooner!), I don’t keep my own rules and I fall. Then I say, “I’m a wretch. God can never bless me. He will never use me. How can I even talk to Him?” And I put myself under such pressure that my whole Christian experience is either that of a self-righteous prude or one living in the pits of despair. Up and down, up and down I go. It’s only faith that breaks the cycle.

The just shall live by faith. Faith says, “Lord, the work is complete. My sins—past, present, and future, are forgiven. I can approach You freely anytime I want to. I don’t have to prove my spirituality. I can just love You—and I’m free!”

For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.
Galatians 5:14, 15


Who can love? Not he who bites but he who blesses; not the one who is inspecting others but the one who realizes the just live by faith.

• That’s what Habakkuk discovered. The Babylonian? He’s proud but the just live by faith.

• That’s what Paul learned. The entire law is fulfilled not in works but in love.

• That’s what Martin Luther finally understood. It’s not dos and don’ts but done—for Jesus completed the work.

Habakkuk the wrestler, Paul the revelator, and Luther the reformer were set free when they grasped the significance of Habakkuk 2:4. And so are you, who by faith, realize you are just.

“Yippee! If I’m free, I can just go out and party and do all kinds of things,” you might say.

Yes, you can—if you want to ruin your health, your family, your business, and your witness. You see, we are not free to sin. We are free not to sin. There’s a better way of living—which is what the Christian adventure is about as we study the Word together. My relationship with God and my relationship with you is not based upon anything other than faith in Christ Jesus. Period. Therefore, we should be people who say, “The just live by faith and if you embrace the Cross, I embrace you as my brother.”

The just shall live by faith—so be free in the name of Jesus Christ!




 

Chapter 3
 

Habakkuk 3:1, 2 (a)
 

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid…

“I’ve heard Your Word. I get the point,” Habakkuk said, realizing he had been corrected.

Habakkuk 3:2 (b)
 

…O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years…

“Let Your work live, Lord,” Habakkuk says. “And the Babylonians? They’ll experience the repercussions of their own sinfulness.”

Habakkuk 3:2 (c)
 

…in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

“Yes, Lord, use them to punish us if that is Your plan for us. But don’t forget mercy.”

Habakkuk 3:3–15
 

God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power. Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet. He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting. I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation? Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high. The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah. Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.

Habakkuk not only heard a sermon from God but now he has a vision of God. There are two schools of thought concerning this passage. Some say it’s a prophetic word speaking of the coming of Jesus Christ. They say it speaks about His coming from Teman in verse 3. Teman is Edom. In Isaiah 63, we are told that when He comes again, Messiah will move through the region south of Jerusalem, through Bozrah with his garments stained with red blood. He’ll move north toward Jerusalem in power and glory.

Others view it historically. They say it speaks of the descent of God to Mount Sinai when the Law was given and it charts the movement of God in Old Testament history as He came down with the Law for the people. In addition, it charts the movement of His people as they wandered through Midian, through Teman, over mountains, and through the Red Sea on their way to the Promised Land.

So which is it? Is it prophetic concerning the coming of Jesus Christ? Or is it historic concerning the Old Testament movement of God and His people? I suggest it is both. I believe what the Lord is saying is both historic and prophetic. In other words, it’s as if God is saying, “Habakkuk, look back and see how I have worked. Then look ahead and see that I am coming.”

The result? For Habakkuk, it was a reminding of the past and a revealing of the future that he might be renewed in the present. For us, this passage tells us that if we review what God has done for us in the past and anticipate what He will do for us in the future, we’ll have peace in the present. When you remember the glorious things God has done for you in past days and you remember that you’re going to be in heaven with Him soon, you will have a tranquility, a stability, and a peace in your life presently.

Habakkuk 3:16
 

When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.

Habakkuk is sobered. Earlier, he said, “Lord, do something.” Now, he says, “Lord, I tremble when I see what You will do. I asked for judgment in chapter 1, but I spoke quickly. Now I see that when You step, mountains melt; when You walk, the earth quakes.”

Like Habakkuk, so often we say, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus”—but do we remember what that means for those left behind?

Habakkuk 3:17
 

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

“Even though my country will be devastated by the Babylonians, my stocks will crash, my bank account will close, and my house will burn—even though everything is troubling…”

Habakkuk 3:18 (a)
 

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD…

The Hebrew word translated “rejoice” literally means “to jump up and down.” These words, spoken by a trembling Habakkuk on the eve of the destruction of his country, constitute one of the boldest declarations of faith to be found in all of Scripture.

Habakkuk 3:18 (b)
 

…I will joy in the God of my salvation.

The Hebrew word translated “joy” literally means “to spin around.”

“Lord, You are my hope. I have seen You. I will rejoice in You. I will joy in You,” Habakkuk declares.

“In everything give thanks,” Paul told the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 5:18, italics added)—not for everything.” I can give thanks in everything because I know that God can redeem the situation and can work out the problem. Although I may not be able to rejoice in the problem, I can always rejoice in the Lord.

Habakkuk 3:19 (a)
 

The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.…

“I was in the valley in chapter 1 and in the tower in chapter 2. Now I’m walking on top of the mountains in chapter 3,” declares Habakkuk. “God, I see that what You’re doing is right and I approve. It’s hard and I don’t always understand, but I trust in You.”

Contrast, if you will, two prophets who struggled with God’s will: Jonah and Habakkuk…



	Jonah ran from God when he heard what God would do.

	
Habakkuk ran to God, wondering what God would do.

	Jonah saw the salvation of God to the Gentiles.

	 Habakkuk saw the sovereignty of God through the Gentiles.

	Jonah’s story ends in foolishness as he worries about a gourd.

	 Habakkuk’s story ends in faith as he trusts in God.




The difference between Habakkuk and Jonah—between you and the person who’s despairing—is simply this: Jonah had to learn in the fish. Habakkuk learned in the high tower. You and I have a choice. God is going to teach us because the just shall live by faith. Where do you want to live? Where do you want to learn your lessons about faith?

I have a choice. I can either seek the Lord with determination and expectation in the tower—or I can get tossed around in the storm in the belly of the great whale and wonder, “Why is my life always going through storms? Why is there always seaweed around my head? Why do I always feel cramped? Why am I always in the dark?”

The reason people are always in the storm is because they’re never in the high tower. The message here is simple: Habakkuk’s problems were greater than Jonah’s, his message much more difficult—but he ends in victory because he learned the secret of seeking God.

The Lord wants us to seek His face, to hear His voice, to see His vision that no matter what is happening around us, we might be oases of tranquility and peace that passes understanding. No matter how bad the news might be, He wants us to rejoice in Him. He is our strength and our joy.

Have you discovered that when you seek the Lord about a problem, by the time you’re finished talking it over with Him, as you worship Him and spend time with Him, you forgot what you came for in the first place? His fellowship is so rich. No matter what happens, He is our joy. In seeking Him, we find what we longed for all along.

Habakkuk 3:19 (b)
 

…To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.

The wrestler becomes a worshiper, the sobber becomes a singer—and so will you if you learn the secret of the tower.







ZEPHANIAH
 

Background to Zephaniah
 

As Babylon began to flex her muscles and grow in power, the judgment of Jerusalem was imminent. Yet, faithful even to His faithless people, God’s word of warning could be heard clearly through the voice of His prophets—of whom Zephaniah was one. Keep in mind that, although Zephaniah spoke specifically about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, more importantly he spoke prophetically of the day of the Lord—the seven-year period of time when God will pour out His wrath upon a Christ-rejecting, sinful world.

Thus, like so many of the prophets, Zephaniah spoke not only of a historical confrontation but of the future Tribulation. And in so doing, the book that bears his name holds practical application for our own situation. Zephaniah will speak of the decree of the Lord (1:1–6), the day of the Lord (1:7–3:8), and the deliverance of the Lord (3:9–20).

To our Western mind, day begins with morning and ends in darkness. To the Hebrew, however, day began in the evening (Genesis 1:5). In other words, day began in darkness and moved toward light. So it is that, although Zephaniah’s day of the Lord dawns in the shadow, we will see it culminate in the brightness of Sonrise.

Like a Florida hurricane, a Mississippi flood, a California earthquake, a Minnesota snowstorm, and a Hawaiian volcanic eruption all rolled into one, the Book of Zephaniah can be hard to take. My prayer, however, is that, as it calls us to look beyond today and to live in the light of eternity, we will find it hard to forget.

Chapter 1
 

Zephaniah 1:1(a)
 

The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah…

Although Zephaniah and Jeremiah delivered the same message at the same time to the same people, the two men couldn’t have been more different in temperament. Jeremiah was a poet, a lamenter, the “weeping prophet.” He delivered his message like a skilled harpist—playing the minor melody of judgment as tears coursed down his cheeks. Not Zephaniah. If Jeremiah played a harp, surely Zephaniah wielded a hammer. He held nothing back as he delivered God’s message with relentless force and power.

Yet God used them both. Today, the Lord has a plan custom-made for you. When you hear or see someone whose ministry has a different flavor than yours, don’t feel like you have to duplicate his style—for regardless of whether you feel more comfortable gripping a hammer or plucking a harp, God will use you just as He has made you.

Like that of so many Old Testament prophets, Zephaniah’s message was twofold as it concerned not only the situation of his day but of a day yet to come. The word of the Lord given to Zephaniah was a word of judgment, with verses 2 through 4 detailing who God would judge and verses 5 and 6 explaining why He would judge.

Zephaniah 1:1 (b)
 

…the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah…

Other prophets either neglect to mention their genealogies altogether or they record two or three generations at the most. Not Zephaniah. He opened his book by tracing his lineage four generations—all the way back to his great-great grandfather, Hizkiah—or, as we know him, Hezekiah. This gives us a possible clue as to why Zephaniah recorded his family tree so carefully. Perhaps, under the inspiration of the Spirit, he wanted to make it known that he was related to royalty, that he was the great-great grandson of one of the greatest kings of Judah.

Zephaniah 1:1 (c)
 

…in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

As Hezekiah’s great-great grandson, Zephaniah would have been a cousin to Josiah—giving him unique access to the king. Josiah being the king who, at the age of sixteen, had a genuine salvation experience, as he “sought after the God of David, his father” (2 Chronicles 34:3), it has been speculated that, because he was a cousin of Josiah, Zephaniah was instrumental in calling the people of Judah back to repentance.

However, the revival would prove to be rather shallow, for although the people went through the motions of religion, they lacked the emotion of relationship. Theirs was more an outward show of morality than an inward work personally. Thus, Zephaniah, who was perhaps instrumental in instituting the revival under Josiah’s reign, would be instrumental in warning the people of judgment a mere thirty years later.

Zephaniah 1:2
 

I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.

“The land” in Scripture refers specifically, though not exclusively, to the nation of Israel. Although the Lord will bring judgment upon the entire world inclusively, it will center upon the people of Israel specifically, for it is during that time that they will begin to be shaken up, recognize Jesus Christ as their Messiah, and turn to Him in great numbers.

Zephaniah 1:3, 4 (a)
 

I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the LORD. I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem…

In addition to bringing judgment upon Israel, God also promised judgment upon the animal kingdom. Why? Because Romans 8 declares that when Adam fell, even the animal realm was infected and polluted by his sin and rebellion. That is why all nature is groaning, waiting for the day of redemption when things shall be right once again—when the lion will lie down by the lamb, when the poison will leave the ivy, when the earth will return to harmony.

Truly, the animal kingdom is off-kilter. Referring to the breed as “the drug-user’s best friend,” New York City passed a decree rendering the breeding of pit bulls illegal within the city limits. Like the pit bull, all of creation has been affected by sin. Therefore, it is necessary for the Lord to bring judgment upon all living things in order to return this world to the way it was meant to be.

Zephaniah 1:4 (b)
 

…and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place…

Baal—the god of the intellect—was being worshiped.

Zephaniah 1:4 (c)
 

…and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

Chemarims were priests who dressed in long black robes and black hats and practiced the occult. Mom and Dad, be observant. Is there “blackness,” a darkness, a feeling of oppression about the posters your kids buy or the shirts they wear? If so, these things could very well be directly linked to demons and activity of the occult.

Zephaniah 1:5 (a)
 

And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops…

This refers to those who charted the stars from their rooftops and charted their lives according to astrology.

Zephaniah 1:5 (b)
 

…and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham;

Not only would God judge those who worshiped Baal and who tuned into astrology—but He was about to judge those who worshiped Moloch, the god of pleasure, as well.

Zephaniah 1:6
 

And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.

Three groups were identified and indicted. Those like the Chermarims were into outright idolatry, worshiping Baal and following astrology. A second group merely flirted with spiritual idolatry—acknowledging the Lord one day and bowing before the god of pleasure the next. Finally, there were those who were brazen in their apostasy and refused to seek the Lord at all.

Zephaniah 1:7 (a)
 

Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand…

After speaking of the decree of the Lord, wherein God said, “I will judge man, the land, and everything therein because they’re involved in idolatry, spiritual adultery, and apostasy,” Zephaniah goes on to speak of the day of the Lord.

We are presently living in the day of man (1 Corinthians 4:3). In other words, within certain parameters, man is calling the shots and running the show. Therefore, when people say, “If God is a God love, why is there starvation and war, rape and pollution?” tell them it’s because we are living in the day of man. But the day of the Lord is coming when God will intervene. The day of the Lord dawns in the Tribulation—the seven-year period when He will pour out His wrath on our sinful world—and proceed on into the Millennium—the thousand-year period following the Tribulation when Christ will reign in Jerusalem with peace, prosperity, and righteousness.

There is a third day spoken of in Scripture: the day of Christ (2 Corinthians 1:14). The day of Christ or the day of the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 5:5), is the day of the Rapture—when Jesus will descend and, with a voice like a trumpet, summon us to meet Him in the clouds before He takes us to heaven for a seven-year “honeymoon” with Him (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

Don’t confuse the day of the Lord with the day of Christ, for if you fail to understand the differentiation between these two days, your understanding of prophecy will be skewed. The day of Christ immediately precedes the day of the Lord. The day of Christ pertains to the church. The day of the Lord pertains primarily to Israel. The day of Christ speaks of the Rapture. The day of the Lord speaks of the Tribulation.

Zephaniah 1:7 (b), 8
 

…for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king’s children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel.

Continuing his description of the day of the Lord and beginning with the upper class, Zephaniah describes the people of that day in verses 7 through 14. Too materialistic to listen to Zephaniah’s word of warning, they were caught up in their “strange apparel”—in their wardrobes and their appearance. We see the same thing today as people spend more time tending to their bodies than to their souls.

Zephaniah 1:9
 

In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit.

The lower class was too sinful to listen to Zephaniah. Servants were ripping off their masters, perhaps excusing their actions by saying, “It’s okay to steal from our masters because they’re so rich and we’re so poor.”

We hear the same defense given today whenever “the little guy” justifies wrongdoing against his employer, big corporations, or the government on the basis of disparity of wealth. “I will punish them,” said the Lord. And what was offensive to Him in Zephaniah’s day remains so today.

Zephaniah 1:10, 11
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills. Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off.

The fish gate was the gate through which the fishermen entered the city of Jerusalem. Maktesh was the primarily place of business within the city. Therefore, this verse speaks of the working class. While the upper class was indicted for being too material and the lower class for being too sinful, the working class was singled out as being too vocational—more concerned about making money and climbing the corporate ladder than about seeking the Lord.

Zephaniah 1:12, 13
 

And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.

“Settled in their lees” refers to the process of winemaking used in Zephaniah’s day whereby a winemaker would allow wine to settle for a period of time before pouring it into another vessel, leaving the dregs behind. If the winemaker poured the wine from vessel to vessel too soon, the “lees,” or dregs would still be afloat in the wine. But if he waited too long, the wine would take on the taste of the dregs. Thus, it was a very exacting process that was repeated up to seven times until the wine was crystal clear.

With this in mind, hear the Lord saying, “I will punish the men that are settled on their lees,” for not only were the people of Zephaniah’s day too material, too sinful, and too vocational—they were too comfortable. Sitting still in their barrels, unruffled and untouched, they had taken on a bad flavor and were beginning to stink.

Saint, that’s why God suddenly pours you, as well. Your life is going along just fine—until your boss says, “You’re out of here,” or your girlfriend says, “Pack sand.”

“How can this be?” you ask. “I thought God loved me.” He does. In fact, He loves you so much that He won’t allow you to get too comfortable or too settled because He knows if you do, your life will become clouded with lees and you will lose the clarity you once had. So things get shaken up as He pours you from one vessel to another. And you are left saying, “What’s going on? I’d better seek the Lord.” And you wait upon Him with renewed intensity.

Zephaniah 1:14–17
 

The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

In Revelation 6:12–17, we see how the day of the Lord described here by Zephaniah perfectly parallels the day of the wrath of the Lamb described by John. This is important because Paul declared that God has not appointed us to wrath but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

There are those who teach that believers will go through the Tribulation before being caught up in the Rapture. I believe this is yet another passage of Scripture that undermines this premise because, although Jesus warned us that in this world we would have tribulation as the enemy attacks us constantly (John 16:33), He didn’t say we would go through the Tribulation eschatalogically. Do you suppose the Father would allow us to experience the tribulations that come from the enemy daily and the Tribulation that will be poured out from heaven? I don’t. You see, the believer endures tribulations now. But the unbeliever will go through tribulation when the wrath of the Lamb is poured out upon a world that rejected Him.

Zephaniah 1:18 (a)
 

Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD’s wrath…

I remember reading a newspaper article with the headline reading “A-Bomb No Tax Shelter?” It said the following: If you think nuclear warfare will keep you from having to pay taxes, think again. “In the event of an emergency such as a nuclear attack, the Internal Revenue Service will continue to collect taxes,” said IRS Chief, Frank Keith. Although the IRS Employee Manual acknowledges tax collection might initially suffer during such a time period, the IRS’s post-bomb plan is such that, within thirty days, the Agency would expect to resume collection of taxes. According to the manual, “many workers shall be reassigned regardless of, and without any effect on the current position or grades of the employee.” On the premise that collection of delinquent accounts would be most adversely affected if not impossible in a disaster area, “service shall concentrate on those areas where people are still living.”

The day of the Lord is coming to be sure—but the IRS thinks even that won’t stop them!

Zephaniah 1:18 (b)
 

…but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

Susan was three years old. Lying in her bed, she opened her eyes to find the stern face of a man peering down at her. As she screamed out in fright, the man quickly shuffled out of the room. Hearing her daughter’s scream, Susan’s mother ran into her room and held her tightly. Meanwhile, the man’s voice could be heard talking to an accomplice on the telephone. He quickly reappeared, snatched Susan out of her mother’s arms, ran down the stairs, and into a waiting car. Susan screamed as the car sped through town to a large building. Carried to the fourth floor of the ominous edifice, Susan was placed on a bed and given a shot of a powerful drug. Just before she passed out, Susan looked into the face of yet another stranger—seconds before he unsheathed a knife and ripped into her stomach.

“Give those men the death penalty,” we would cry.

But wait.

The man who tore Susan away from her mother was her father. Aware that his daughter had been groaning all night, the call he made was to a doctor who said, “Bring her in immediately.” The large building was a hospital. The drug was an anesthetic. The knife was a scalpel. The girl was saved.

From Susan’s three-year-old perspective, the events of the evening were understandably terrifying. When people read Zephaniah and Revelation, when they read about the day of the Lord and the wrath of the Lamb, they say, “How could God be so brutal?” But theirs is a three-year-old perspective for, in reality, it’s a loving Father who shall “devour the land by the fire of His jealousy.”

You see, God is not jealous because He’s angry with you or mad at this world. He is not jealous of you. He’s not saying, “You hurt My feelings and now I’m going to get back at you.” No, He’s jealous for you, knowing that the world you live in is groaning in the middle of the night and in need of radical surgery.

Therefore, not only prophetically but presently—when things are falling apart and coming down all around you—remember that God your Father is jealous for you. He sees that, although you might think it’s painful and cruel, your situation is necessary to make you into the man or woman He knows you desire to be. The process isn’t easy—surgery never is. But sometimes it’s imperative.

And if you begin to wonder if you can really trust the One who bears the knife—look at His hand. You’ll see a hole where a nail pierced it. And this nail print in the hand of Your Master Physician says, “From before the foundation of the world, I loved you enough to die for you, to go to hell for you, to pay the price for your sins. If I loved you that much, can’t you trust what I’m doing presently?”

The day of the Lord is a difficult, dark day indeed. Yet it is absolutely necessary to prepare us for the coming of the kingdom, the light, the Son. The day of trouble in your own life is not easy, but trust Him. He’s worthy. He knows exactly what He’s doing.

Chapter 2
 

Here, in chapter 2, we see the pleading of the day of the Lord…

Zephaniah 2:1
 

Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired;

With whom is the Lord pleading? A nation not desired.

While there are those who argue that the church will indeed go through the Tribulation, I believe this is yet another verse that makes that scenario most unlikely. You see, in Ephesians 1:6, Paul used the word charitoo, or “accepted” in reference to the church. The only other place in Scripture charitoo is used is in Luke 1:28 in reference to Mary.

Who, then, is the nation not desired? Israel.

Why is Israel not desired? Because it is she who will bear the brunt of the cataclysmic event referred to in the Old Testament as Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7)—the Tribulation. Truly, the Lord will plead with Israel during the Tribulation when He dispatches angels to travel across the skies and declare salvation for His people, as He sends Elijah and perhaps Moses to Jerusalem to perform miracles among His people and while He raises up 144,000 Jewish evangelists anointed by the Spirit to preach the reality of Christ Jesus to His people.

Zephaniah 2:2, 3
 

Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD’s anger.

The nation not to be desired is told to seek the Lord that she might be hid in the day of Tribulation. According to Revelation 12, a good portion of the nation of Israel will seek the Lord when, in the middle of the Tribulation period, antichrist will reveal his true colors by going into the temple and demanding to be worshiped. During the ensuing war in which antichrist will fight against Israel, the Lord will hide His people in a place already prepared for them in the wilderness. Isaiah 16 tells us its name: Petra.

Located in present-day southern Jordan and carved out of a rock, Petra is a huge city that can hold a million or more people. Buildings, temples, and places to dwell are already chiseled out of the sides of this walled metropolis. Years ago, an avid student of Bible prophecy, W. E. Blackstone, assembled a group of businessmen who brought hundreds of thousands of New Testaments into Petra. Thus, when the Jews arrive, they’re going to be blessed to find copies of the New Testament awaiting them. We get a preview of that day here in verse 3, when many people—not only Jews but Gentiles as well—will cry, “Oh, Lord, this is not just some weird theology. It’s reality—and I’ve been left behind!”

With bullets flying over his head and bombs exploding round about him, the World War II infantryman jumped into a foxhole. As he ducked down in an effort to shield himself from the shrapnel and flack, the tip of a shiny silver object buried in the dirt caught his eye. Pulling it out, he saw it was a crucifix. With bullets still buzzing and bombs still bursting, a chaplain jumped into the same foxhole.

Looking at the chaplain, the soldier held up the crucifix and said, “Am I ever glad to see you! How do you work this thing?”

The old adage is true. There are no atheists in foxholes. While it is easy to question the existence of God in the quietness of a library, postulating between puffs on a pipe, when bullets fly and bombs explode, God suddenly becomes reality. The same will be true in the day of the wrath of the Lamb. People who were once proud of their atheism will remember the words believers shared with them and will be among the many who call upon the name of the Lord in that day.

Zephaniah 2:4
 

For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up.

After outlining the pleading in the day of the Lord, Zephaniah goes on to delineate the places in the day of the Lord. Located in the Gaza Strip, Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron were four of the five primary Philistine cities. This area will be wiped out in the day of the Lord as it comes under severe judgment in the Tribulation.

Zephaniah 2:5–7
 

Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites [Cretes]! the word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant. And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their GOD shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.

The word, “Palestinian” is a derivative of the word “Philistine.” Thus, the Lord is uttering an indictment and a word of judgment against the Philistines of Zephaniah’s day as well as the Palestinians of the day yet to come.

Zephaniah 2:8–10
 

I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border. Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess them. This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of hosts.

Located across the Jordan River from Israel in present-day Jordan, Moab and Ammon were destined for destruction. Why? “Because they went against My people,” said the Lord.

Gang, here’s how to stir up the judgment of the Lord real quick: Attack His people. Over and over again in the Old Testament, whenever a nation had the audacity or stupidity to come against Israel, they paid radically—even if it was one of God’s own who did it…

As they wandered through the wilderness, the Israelites grew thirsty once again. Murmuring against Moses, they accused him of bringing them to the wilderness to die. Having led this group for many years, Moses was understandably exhausted. He looked at his congregation and said, “You rebels. Must we fetch you water out of this rock?”—and he struck the rock (Numbers 20:10).

“I don’t like you calling My people rebels,” God said. “They’re My children. Therefore, I can call them what I want, but you can’t. Because of this, you’ll not enter the land of promise” (see Numbers 20:12).

What kept Moses out of the Promised Land?

He came down on God’s people.

Were they out to lunch?

Yes.

Were they deserving of his wrath?

Most definitely.

But the Lord is very concerned when people—whether they’re Moabites, Ammonites, or even a great man like Moses—come down on His precious family, His bride. Like Moses, we will end up outside the fullness of God’s blessing in our walk presently if we attack God’s people maliciously—if we malign other churches, other denominations, other individuals.

Zephaniah 2:11–14
 

The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen. Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword. And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness. And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work.

Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire, was thought to be indestructible. But the Lord said, “I’m going to destroy it down to its very foundations.” Indeed He did when it was decimated by the Babylonians in 612 B.C.

Zephaniah 2:15
 

This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand.

Zephaniah prophesied that people would say, “Unbelievable!” This is where Nineveh was? Nothing’s left but a place for beasts to lie down!” You see, although Nineveh was considered absolutely impregnable, when the Lord allowed the Tigress River to swell, the foundations of the city crumbled. The walls then came down and the enemy rushed in.

It’s funny what can bring us down. Nineveh wasn’t destroyed by the millions of soldiers who came against her. No, she was brought down by mere rain. Truly, the Lord can humble us in the most amazing ways. I remember reading about an experiment conducted in space to learn more about how protein crystals grow in a weightless environment. The results survived millions of miles of outer space travel only to be rendered useless when, on its way to UC Riverside in California, its container accidentally tipped over on an airport x-ray machine conveyer belt.

You may think your life is together. “I’ve got my future mapped out. There’s no stopping me now. I don’t need to seek the Lord or walk with Him. I’m captain of my destiny,” you might say—until some airport attendant turns your Styrofoam ice chest upside down—or until the river begins to swell and suddenly, like Nineveh, you who were once so proud, so sure, so certain will crumble and fall.

Chapter 3
 

Continuing to talk about the day of the Lord, Zephaniah shifts his focus from the Moabites and Ammonites in the Gaza Strip to Jerusalem herself—a city that should have been totally submitted to the Lord, but that had become far removed from Him.

Zephaniah 3:1
 

Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!

Regardless of the noble goals of groups like Friends of the Earth or Save Our Planet, the fact remains that, because man is polluted inwardly, there will always be pollution outwardly—for that which is inside a person will eventually be worked out from within him. When, for a brief time, the deity of Jesus was allowed to shine forth on the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter said, “Oh, Lord, it is good for us to be here” (Mark 9:5). So too, if the glory, goodness, and grace of God shine forth from your life, people will say, “It’s good for us to be with you.” If, however, there’s nothing but bitterness and anger inside, sooner or later, those around you will say, “Let’s get out of here.”

Zephaniah 3:2, 3
 

She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God. Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

The official slogan for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the birth of the nation of Israel said a great deal about where she put her trust—for, plastered on posters and printed on postage stamps, was this telling declaration: Science Shall Bring Peace to This Land.

Zephaniah 3:4
 

Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

The word “treacherous” means “uncertain.” Haven’t you discovered that you can go crazy if you try to keep up with each new study that comes out concerning exercise and nutrition? That is why I’m so glad we hold in our hands the Word of the One who never changes. His is a Word we never have to apologize for or amend. We don’t have to remove chapters, erase passages, or update the information. God’s Word is a sure foundation.

Zephaniah 3:5 (a)
 

The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not…

Even though people are foolish and fickle, even though they neither call upon nor trust in Him, the Lord is still in the midst of them. He is faithful even when His people are faithless (2 Timothy 2:13). Don’t you love God for that? Even when we are squirming and floundering, flopping and failing, God is faithful, morning by morning—making His ways known to us, blessing and convicting us, nudging and correcting us. God is faithful, no matter what!

Zephaniah 3:5 (b)
 

…but the unjust knoweth no shame.

To me, one of the most damning aspects of our culture is the fact that people actually flaunt their sin. While there has always been sin in the world, the difference between our society and those that preceded us is that people now take pride in sin.

Zephaniah 3:6–8
 

I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant. I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings. Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

The word “indignation” in the Old Testament is synonymous with “tribulation” in the New Testament. Thus, this passage parallels that of Revelation 6 through 19 which speaks of the judgment of the nations during the Tribulation.

After seeing the decree of the Lord in 1:1–6 and the day of the Lord in 1:7–3:8, we are about to see the third and final section of Zephaniah’s book: the deliverance of the Lord—a section I love for in it we see the light break forth and the Son rise. Watch for this in four ways: the regathering of Israel (verses 9 and 10), the repenting of Israel (verses 11 through 13), the rejoicing of Israel (verses 14 and 15), and the Redeemer of Israel (verses 16 through 20).

Zephaniah 3:9 (a)
 

For then…

When will the deliverance of the Lord take place?

Not until after judgment is poured out.

Zephaniah 3:9 (b)
 

…will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

Perhaps the “pure language” spoken of here refers to the rebirth of the Hebrew tongue. This much, however, is sure: with one consent, all people will call upon the name of the Lord.

For topical study of Zephaniah 3:9, see “The Language of the Kingdom.” 

Zephaniah 3:10
 

From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

When modern-day Israel was birthed as a nation in 1948, among the dispersed Jews from all over the world who returned to the land were a black-skinned people from Ethiopia called the Falashas. Although they wore prayer shawls, carried the Torah, and celebrated the three major feasts of Judaism, the Falashas were nonetheless a mystery to the Jews in Israel—until they learned the Falasha tradition that said when the Queen of Sheba returned from her visit with Solomon (1 Kings 10:13), along with the gifts Solomon bestowed upon her, she brought Judaism back with her. As a result, unbeknownst to the rest of the world for centuries, there was a group of people living in Ethiopia who were practicing Jews.

So it was that several years ago, when Ethiopia underwent famine, the Israelis quietly airlifted tens of thousands of these Falashas out of Ethiopia to safety. And so it was that one year later, the Knesset ruled that these people—whose name is actually a derivative of the word “palestine”—were to be granted citizenship with all corresponding rights and privileges.

Zephaniah 3:11, 12
 

In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain. I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

Following the miraculous regathering of Israel, there will be a massive repentance by Israel. What a glorious day that will be!

Zephaniah 3:13
 

The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

The word “not” in verse 13 is emphatic. In the day of the repentance of Israel, there will be no iniquity, no lies, no deceit.

When asked the most important language to learn, C. H. Spurgeon replied, “Learn the language of No. It will be of greater value to you than learning Greek and Hebrew combined.” Truly, when temptations knock at our door, like a repentant Israel, the best thing we can say is, “No.”

Zephaniah 3:14, 15
 

Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

Following the regathering of Israel and the repentance by Israel, there will be rejoicing in Israel. This, very possibly, will be reflected even in her music. Although Jewish music today is written primarily in a minor key, in the day of her rejoicing, I believe the Lord’s presence in her midst will cause Israel to sing not only in a major way but in a major key.

Zephaniah 3:16, 17 (a)
 

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy…

How I love this verse! Here, we see the Redeemer of Israel in her midst—and He is rejoicing. We have a tendency to think God is worried about us. We picture Him with furrowed brow and frowning face. We envision Him watching, wondering, and wringing His hands, reacting to our every mistake. We hear Him saying, “Is Jon going to make it? I’m not sure, but I’m ready to belt him if he gets out of line.” Yet nothing could be further from the truth! The Lord in our midst is rejoicing, singing, and resting because He sees us in our glorified state. That is, He already sees the finished product.

Suppose I put some ants in one end of a shoebox, some peanut butter at the other end, and a few barriers and blockades in the middle. If I sat for awhile and watched the ants, I would see them begin their journey, scratch their heads, and wonder if they would ever make it. I would see them struggle and crawl, fight and fall as they questioned all the while if anything was worth such effort. Before long, however, even though many ants would still be struggling and striving in their journey, I would see huge smiles break out on the faces of the first ones to reach the peanut butter and I would know they would all get there eventually.

God sees us marching through time. We wonder if we will make it, convinced that our neighbor probably won’t. We snap at each other; we get uptight and worried—but all the while God is rejoicing because He sees the peanut butter. Our vision is obstructed and shortsighted indeed for we can only see our way to the next obstacle. Not so with God. He sees all of time and eternity at once. Yes, He sees our failing; surely He sees our faltering; but He also sees our finishing. He sees us already in glory with Him. That is why He can rejoice over us with great joy.

Zephaniah 3:17 (b)
 

…he will rest in his love…

He will rest in His love—not in our flaky love for Him, but in His steadfast love for us. Therefore, because He’s resting in His love for you, regardless of how you think you might be doing, you can rest, as well.

Zephaniah 3:17 (c)
 

…he will joy over thee with singing.

In verse 14, Israel was entreated to sing. Here in verse 17, the Lord joins in.

Zephaniah 3:18, 19 (a)
 

I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out…

Do you feel like you’re limping through life? Driven out by someone you love? Take heart: the Lord is One who saves you by His grace as He gathers you to Himself.

Zephaniah 3:19 (b), 20
 

…and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

The book ends with the Lord saying to His “hammer-swinging” prophet, “As you close your prophecy, Zephaniah, make sure My people understand that I see the whole picture. Yes, there are difficulties ahead; yes, there are dark days looming; but I see the end result—when I will be in their midst, rejoicing, singing, and resting in My love.”

Thus, perhaps the clearest division of the Book of Zephaniah is simply this: Chapter 1: Sad day. Chapter 2: Sad day. Chapter 3: Glad day.

Gang, the seventy or eighty years we spend on this planet are as bad as life will ever be for us. After that, it will only get better—unbelievably better—for the next trillion years. So, if you’re sad, take heart and have hope. The glad day is coming, for the Lord’s message to His people through Zephaniah prophetically is also His word to you presently: God will see you through. Therefore, rejoice!




THE LANGUAGE OF THE KINGDOM

A Topical Study of


ZEPHANIAH 3:9


I had the opportunity to spend some time in Europe, teaching of group of Eastern European pastors. My fellow teachers and I also spent time sharing with pastors in West Germany and Switzerland. During our time in Switzerland, our chauffer was an interesting man named Franz. A big, strong six-foot, five-inch, sixty-year-old, he spoke impeccable English. After complimenting him on his fine command of the English language, I learned that English was actually his ninth language. A German who had served under Hitler and was subsequently captured by the Allied Forces, he spent a year and a half in a prison camp where he began to teach himself English after retrieving a paperback Western that had accidentally fallen from the pocket of one of the guards.

“Let me get this straight,” I said. “You taught yourself English just by reading a novel?”

“Yes,” he said, laughing. “And the first and last chapters were missing—which made it a little bit harder.”

For the life of me, I can’t understand how he did that! Yet so proficient in English did he become that when the American forces arrived, he served as a translator between Germany and England and went on to become a United Nations representative for Switzerland. Being around Franz, I began to feel like a mental midget, for, although I majored in Greek in college, language is difficult for me. Consider, for example, the following exchange:

“Do you think the Seahawks will win the Super Bowl?”


“Fat chance. The Niners have it all wrapped up.”


“Well, what about the Rams?”


“Not a chance. I tell you, the Niners will win it all.”


“Fat chance” and “not a chance” are synonymous? No. They’re opposites. Yet in the above context, they mean the same thing. That is why language can be perplexing and confusing, indeed! But Zephaniah tells us the day is coming when language barriers will be obliterated and we will be able to understand one another perfectly. After the seven years of the Tribulation are passed—when the Lord Jesus shall return to this planet to establish His millennial kingdom—we will all speak one language.

What will that language be? Some suggest it will be Hebrew. That’s a real possibility for Hebrew is a pure language. Go to Israel today, and if you hear people curse or swear, it will be in English or German, Yiddish or Spanish because there are no swear words in the Hebrew language.

Not only is the Hebrew language pure, but it is also miraculous. You see, when Roman general Titus and his troops wasted Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the Jews scattered throughout the world. While they initially retained their language, as the centuries wore on, only the most conservative of their number continued to speak their mother tongue. Thus, Hebrew became what is known as a “dead” language. Like classical Greek or Latin today, although it was read and understood by scholars, it was not spoken conversationally by anyone.

Then, around the turn of the century, in the early days of the Zionist movement, the course of linguistic history did an about-face when a young man named Eleazar Ben Yehuda and his new bride set foot on the soil of Palestine. “Woman,” he said to his wife, “you are now hearing the last English you will ever hear me speak. From this point on, I will speak only Hebrew—and so will you.”

Although most people who knew him, thought him nothing more than an eccentric dreamer, Eleazar remained determined. Eventually fathering eleven children, he insulated them from all outsiders until they were seven or eight years old and completely immersed in the Hebrew tongue. As they were “released” into the outside world, their neighborhood friends initially wouldn’t have any idea what they were saying. But after time, the neighborhood children would return home speaking Hebrew vocabulary, phrases, and idioms that fanned almost-dead embers of memory and emotion and which eventually ignited hearts throughout Palestine. On September 23, 1922, the League of Nations declared Hebrew the official language of Palestine. Three months later, Ben Yehuda died—but his dream was fulfilled for, unlike any other language in the history of the world, the Hebrew language had been reborn.

So, perhaps the language of the kingdom will be Hebrew. I don’t know. But this I do know with absolute certainty: the language of the kingdom will decimate racial prejudice, cultural difficulties, and ethnic bigotry—for in that day, all will call upon the name of the Lord in unity. It won’t, however, be the first time all humanity spoke with one tongue…

Division Linguistically


The year was somewhere around 2200 B.C. On the plains of Babylon, in a unified language, mankind said, “Let us make a name for ourselves. And lest we be scattered, let us build a tower whose top may reach unto the heavens” (Genesis 11:4). The tower they built was actually a ziggurat, a tower in which men of old studied the stars—not in pursuit of astronomy but of astrology—in order that they might chart the course of their lives. “We don’t need to seek the Lord,” they said in so doing. “Instead, we’ll unify ourselves with this great building project and let the stars lead us.”

Scripture records that the bricks in this tower were held together with slime (Genesis 11:3)—a material still used by man today. “Let’s bring all people together,” man says. “How? We’ll join the bricks of education with the slime of humanism and build a tower that will supersede God Himself.” Folks, there’s nothing wrong with education—it’s the slime of existential philosophies and gross immorality that is repugnant.

Back to Babylon—as the Lord saw this tower being built, Scripture records He went down and confused their language (Genesis 11:7). Suddenly, as they were building their tower, one guy said, “Hand me a brick,” to which the other guy responded “Que?”—and in the ensuing tension and confusion, ethnicity was born; racial barriers were raised; cultural lines were drawn. A tragic day, indeed—but a necessary one because, turning his back on God, man was growing more and more wicked in his unity. Knowing such rebellion would destroy humanity altogether, God split up mankind for his own good. Consequently, we live in a time when the repercussions of man’s rebellion on the plains of Shinar are still heard on the face of our planet today.

But the Lord gave the world a beautiful sneak preview of “coming attractions” when, for a very brief time, language barriers fell…

Unity Prophetically


A few thousand years after the events of Babel, a few weeks after Jesus died on the Cross, a few days after He had ascended into heaven, a group of disciples met together in Jerusalem, waiting and wondering, watching and praying. Suddenly, their meeting place was filled with the sound of a mighty, rushing wind. Tongues of fire began to hover over their heads and they began to speak in other tongues, praising God as they were filled with His Spirit (Acts 2:3, 4). Meanwhile, the hundreds of thousands—perhaps even a million—visitors who had flooded into Jerusalem from all parts of the world for the Feast of Pentecost heard the sounds coming from this upper room. “How can this be?” they wondered. “We are in Jerusalem, yet we are each hearing praise and prayer in our own languages!”

“This is that which was promised through the prophet Joel,” Peter answered (Acts 2:16).

Thus, what transpired at Babel’s high tower due to man’s sinfulness and rebellion was reversed in Jerusalem’s Upper Room because of God’s mercy and grace.

At Pentecost, the gift of tongues ushered in a miraculous sense of unity. The same thing happens still today. Praying in the Spirit and speaking in tongues breaks down barriers. It is not the tongues movement that causes division, gang. It is the movement of the tongue—gossip, judgment, and criticism—that divides people. On the other hand, worshiping in the Spirit can bring about beautiful unity because words don’t get in the way.

You see, many times, I don’t know how to pray in English. “Pray that she’ll say yes,” he says. Or, “Pray that I’ll get the job…” but I don’t know if those things are what God wants, so how can I pray? I can pray in the Spirit and be in perfect harmony with the heart of my Father.

“I would that you all speak in tongues,” Paul said (1 Corinthians 14:5). Yes, he did put very definite parameters on the public use of tongues—but he also strongly encouraged the private, devotional use of the prayer language because many times we just don’t know how to pray.

The Kingdom Presently


Although we were historically divided linguistically, with the gift of tongues providing a picture of the unity we will experience prophetically, Zephaniah turns our eyes to the kingdom within us presently. “The kingdom of God,” Jesus said, “is within you” (Luke 17:21). Because one can always tell what country a person is from by his accent or language, our language is perhaps the clearest indication of the kingdom to which we belong. Complaining and gossiping, cursing and murmuring, bitterness and unforgiveness are the language of the kingdom of darkness and death. Hope and joy, grace and peace, forgiveness and righteousness are the language of the kingdom of light and life. Which language comes out of your mouth?

When you wake to the sound of yet another rainy day, do you say, “It’s raining again? How will I ever get my yard work done?” Or, do you say, “It’s raining! I can’t mow my lawn! The NCAA Final Four is on. Alright!”? You see, one is the language of the kingdom of hell—complaining, negative, and grumpy. The other is the language of the kingdom of heaven—thanksgiving, praise, and joy.

“Your speech betrays you,” they said to Peter the night before Jesus was crucified. “You are from Galilee” (Mark 14:70)—and Peter was reminded that, regardless of what a man professes verbally, his speech betrays him in reality.

“Okay, I get the message,” you say. “I’m going to clean up my act. I’m going to muzzle my mouth.”

Good luck. If you’re extremely disciplined, you might be able to reign in your tongue for a day or two—or even a week or three. But mark this: Jesus said “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). That is, whatever is in your heart will eventually work its way out through your mouth. Therefore, no matter how much discipline you have, if your heart is full of death, darkness will emerge. Conversely, if your heart is full of God’s grace and glory, light will shine forth.

Why did Jesus shine on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:2)? Because for that brief moment in time, the light of His deity was allowed to shine through the bounds of His humanity. What was always within Him was, for that short period, given freedom to emanate from Him.

“Wow!” Peter said. “It’s good for us to be here,” (see Matthew 17:4). And the same is still true. If you’re speaking the language of the kingdom, if you’re encouraging and loving, uplifting and endorsing, correcting and speaking truth, your family will sense it’s good for them to be with you. If, on the other hand, those close to you are not saying, “It’s good for me to be here” but rather, “Let me out of here,” what should you do?

Turn to Isaiah 50…

The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary…
Isaiah 50:4 (a)


We do a lot of talking. It has been estimated that the average person spends thirteen years of his life talking and in one year’s time, speaks enough words to fill sixty 800-page books. We speak constantly—but do we speak the words of the learned?

What are “words of the learned”? They’re the right words—not words of flattery but words of truth. Flattery is the epitome of selfishness because flattery says, “I care more about how you feel about me than I do about telling you the truth.” People are funny. Pat us on the back and we swell up in the head. Jesus was not a back-slapper because He didn’t want to be a head-sweller. Not given to flattery, He called the Pharisees and Sadducees exactly what they were (Matthew 23:16, 27).

How I long to speak the words of the learned. “If correction needs to be spoken, help me speak it, Lord. If encouragement can be given, allow me to give it. Let me speak the way You did—with the tongue of the learned.”

How? Look again at Isaiah…

…he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.
Isaiah 50:4 (b)


Jesus woke morning by morning, responding to His Father’s loving wake-up call in order that He might receive specific instructions for the day ahead, in order that He would have the perfect word to speak to those with whom He would come in contact.

When the storm arose on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus was on the hillside before sunrise—praying (Mark 6:46). If Jesus needed devotions, I must need them, as well. If He needed to wait upon His Father morning by morning, I think it would be a good idea if I did. Jesus had it all together—yet He didn’t miss an opportunity to spend time with His Father, to get the Word for the day in order to share it with a weary world.

Dear, precious people, I am convinced the Lord is looking today for men and women who will be quiet enough to hear a message from Him, bold enough to share it with others, and honest enough to live it themselves. If you start your day listening to God and meditating on His Word, your day will not be one of cursing, complaining, and gossiping. No, it will be a day of speaking words of the learned to those who are weary. But muzzling your mouth or disciplining your tongue will not change your language because external reformation only comes about by internal transformation.

How does such a transformation take place?

It happens in a quiet heart, a quiet time, and a quiet place in order that, through us, strength and truth, help and hope might be released to those around us.

Allow the King to reign in your heart morning by morning and you’ll find yourself speaking light and life as the day unfolds. Meditate on His Word and you’ll find yourself speaking words of the learned all week long. Worship Him with praise and adoration and you’ll find yourself speaking the language of the kingdom to a weary world.




 







HAGGAI
 

Background to Haggai
 

Consisting of only 1,131 words in thirty-eight verses in two chapters, Haggai is the second shortest book in the Old Testament. Haggai may not have been very effusive—but he was surely effective, for he was able to mobilize and motivate a mass of directionless people to resume the undertaking of a great project.

You see, approximately sixteen years earlier, they had been freed from captivity in Babylon. Led by their political leader, Zerubbabel, and Joshua, the high priest, these people of God had traveled several hundred miles back to Jerusalem and immediately set about doing what the Lord had commissioned them to do. They began to build the temple—the place where God’s name could be praised, the place they could assemble to honor His name. They began to lay the foundation, but became intimidated by their enemies and divided by internal contention. So for sixteen years, the work sat idle. Weeds began to grow on the foundation as the people gave up on the project and instead turned to the construction of their own houses.

Throughout history, we see the power of the spoken word. In fact, historians tell us the single most important factor in England’s preservation against Hitler’s relentless attack was the oratorical ability of Winston Churchill. He was able to encourage and inspire a nation that would have otherwise gone under. Martin Luther King, Jr. was another one who was able to inspire hundreds of thousands of workers to march for civil rights by the power of his words. But neither of these men could hold a candle to Haggai because he spoke under the inspiration of the Spirit of God.

The two chapters in his book contain three separate messages given by Haggai. In chapter 1, we see the message he gave in September. In the first nine verses of chapter 9, we see the message he gave in October. In the remainder of the second chapter, we see the message he gave in December. The September message was directed toward the peoples’ hands. There, the word was simply, “Be productive.” The October message was directed toward the people’s hearts. There, the message was, “Be patient.” The December message was directed to the peoples’ heads, the minds. There, the message was, “Be prosperous.”

Maybe you were once excited about the things of God, excited about serving the Lord but have since grown weary by the squabbling of God’s people or the attacks of the enemy. So you have decided to concentrate on your own life instead, tending to your own little world. This book is for you—for no matter how long it’s been, we see in these pages that it’s never too late to get going again.

Chapter 1
 

Haggai 1:1 (a)
 

In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet…

In each of his messages, Haggai tells us the exact time it was given to him to share with the people. There are important points in our lives that are punctuated by the interjection of a specific word given to us by the Spirit of God. Our lives are defined by these points. Therefore, it is important that our antennae are up, that our hearts are open to hear those specific instructions the Lord has for us.

You know the Lord is speaking to you about a given matter when there is an indelible impression on your heart, when you have a thought that you know is more than just your imagination, when there is a confirmation in Scripture or from other brothers or sisters.

Haggai 1:1 (b)
 

…unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,

The word of the Lord came through Haggai to Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest. The year was 520 B.C. Sixteen years earlier, Zerubbabel, the political leader, and Joshua, the high priest led a contingency of approximately 45,000 Jews from Babylon a few hundred miles south to Jerusalem after being held captive in Babylon for seventy years. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were excited by the opportunity to rebuild the temple. But their progress was hindered both by external opposition and by internal division. Eventually, they turned their attention from the temple to construction of their own homes. For sixteen years, there was nothing built on the temple foundation they had laid. Thus, it served only as a reminder to the people of their inability to do what the Lord had asked them to do. So the Lord raised up Haggai to speak to Zerubbabel and Joshua and to inspire the people to be productive once again.

Haggai 1:2
 

Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.

Notice that the people weren’t saying the Lord’s house shouldn’t be built. They were simply saying that, due to the enemies on the outside and the contention within, this wasn’t the time to do it. “We’ll get to it later,” they said. “We’ll do it sometime—maybe even soon. But not right now.”

The same thing can still happen. One of the favorite attacks of the enemy is to whisper in our ears, “Next month, next year—after you buy your house, develop your career, have your family—then you can really engage yourself in doing what the Lord has called you to do.” But, gang, it’s never the wrong time to do the right thing.

After Alexander the Great conquered the world by the age of thirty-three, he was asked by the historians who traveled with him to tell them the secret of accomplishing so much by such a young age. He is said to have responded that the secret lay in three words: Do it now.

What has God called you to do? What has He placed on your heart to accomplish in serving Him? What has He gifted you to do for His glory? Procrastination is what the enemy will use to hinder you from doing it. He won’t say it’s not worth it. He’ll just tell you to do it later.

Haggai 1:3, 4
 

Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?

“How is it that you have time to panel your houses but not to do what I have called you to do?” the Lord asks His people.

Haggai 1:5
 

Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.

“Consider” is a command the Lord will repeat five times in this short book. “Consider your ways. Search your heart,” He says here.

Haggai 1:6
 

Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

The people were working hard but they were neither satisfied nor getting ahead because no matter how hard they worked, they still felt empty within. That’s always the way it is. The very process of trying to live for ourselves is counterproductive because everything we think we gain goes into a bag with holes in it. On the other hand, when we seek first the kingdom, everything else we need will be added unto us (Matthew 6:33).

Haggai 1:7–11
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.

The failure of the people to build the temple of the Lord resulted in drought in the land. The same can still be true today. If the oil of the anointing of the Spirit is absent from your life; if the wine—the joy of the Spirit—is missing; if there is a barrenness and dryness within, it could be an indication of a point of disobedience in our lives. The solution for us is the same as the solution in Haggai’s day: simply to do what the Lord commanded us to do.

Mom and Dad, did you start family devotions and then slowly, as the months went by, did you say, “Our schedules are too busy, our kids are too restless. Maybe some day next year we’ll get back to it?” Husband, have you neglected the promise you made to your wife to pray with her daily? Have you put off the foundational, simple things the Lord asked you to do? Take up the work again and experience the joy and anointing of the Spirit once more.

Haggai 1:12–15
 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. Then spake Haggai the LORD’s messenger in the LORD’s message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD. And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

According to verse 1, the message came on the first day of the month. Here, we see that on the twenty-fourth day of the month, the people were at work. This means that within twenty-three days, the people heard the word, gathered their materials, got organized, and continued that which they had begun sixteen years ago. Haggai is one of the blessed prophets in the Bible because, rather than being despised as most of the other prophets were, the hearts of the people were stirred. As a result, they rolled up their sleeves and got to work.

Chapter 2
 

In chapter 2, we come to the October message, directed toward the peoples’ hearts…

Haggai 2:1–3
 

In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?

To understand why the Lord is asking this question, we need to be reminded of the historical record as seen in Ezra 3. There, we read that when the people first came to Jerusalem and laid the foundation, the young men all shouted for joy. At the same time, however, the old men howled in grief. You see, the old men had seen the temple Solomon had erected—an ornate, impressive structure of gold and silver. They knew this new temple couldn’t compare. There’s always a great danger in looking back. That’s why Paul said, “Forgetting those things which lie behind, I press on” (Philippians 3:13, 14).

“It’s not like it was back in 1906,” we say. “The Holy Ghost was really moving then.” You can fall prey to this mindset even if you’re only eighteen or twenty years old any time you start comparing the new with the old. The Lord is always looking ahead to new wine, to a new work of the Spirit (Matthew 9:17).

Haggai 2:4
 

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:

“I am with you,” the Lord says. And, truly, since He was with them, nothing could stand against them (Romans 8:31).

Haggai 2:5–7 (a)
 

According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations…

There would indeed be a shaking of the nations. The Medes and Persians, who had conquered the Babylonians, would themselves be conquered by the Greeks. The Greeks would, in turn, be conquered by the Romans. And the Romans would rule the rest of the nations with an iron fist.

Haggai 2:7 (b)
 

…and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.

Not only was the Lord with them but the desire of all nations would come. The “desire of all nations” is a name for Jesus. Although this temple would be remodeled by Herod, it was this temple that Jesus, the desire of all nations, would heal and teach from this temple (Matthew 21:14; Mark 12:35).

Haggai 2:8
 

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.

The Lord lacks for nothing. Therefore, if He desired an ornate house, He could have had it.

Haggai 2:9
 

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.

That Jesus, the Prince of Peace, would walk and work in this temple makes its glory infinitely greater than Solomon’s temple.

Haggai 2:10 (a)
 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet.…

Haggai’s third message came in December—directed not toward the hands or the heart of the people but toward their heads, their minds.

Haggai 2:10 (b)–14
 

…saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.

Haggai was to pose two questions to the priests. “If a piece of meat that has been offered to the Lord accidentally touches some other object, does the object it touches become holy?”

“No,” the priests answered.

Second, “If someone is ceremonially unclean because he touched a dead body, can he make others ceremonially unclean by touching them?”

“Yes,” the priests answered.

Simply put, holiness cannot be passed on—but corruption and pollution can be. In other words, if you hang around sin, you can’t help but be affected. But simply hanging around a church doesn’t make you a Christian. You’ve got to be obedient to the Lord personally.

Haggai 2:15–17
 

And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the LORD.

“Why is it that, when you go to the presses, you’re only getting half as much wine as you hoped for?” the Lord asks. “Why is it that, when you harvest your crops, you’re getting less than half of what you were anticipating? It’s because you’ve been corrupted.”

As Ezra tells us, the people had been holding their religious services—but for the past sixteen years, they had been disobedient to the single thing the Lord had told them to do. Consequently, everything they did was adversely affected. The same is still true. If the Lord has specifically told us to do something and we say, “Later,” our disobedience will pollute and corrupt all of our undertakings. It’s not that the Lord is punishing us. It’s that He’s nudging us back in the right direction. If you’re wondering why things aren’t working, it could be that God is chastening you not to punish you but to correct you.

Haggai 2:18, 19
 

Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.

“Consider now,” the Lord said. “Use your heads. Realize that you can be prosperous by doing that which I told you to do. From the very day you start obeying, I’ll start blessing.”

Maybe it’s been fifteen years since you started doing what the Lord called you to do but you have since neglected it. Do it now. Be obedient to what He’s told you to do. If He’s called you to pray, pray. If He’s called you to study the Word with intensity, get back to studying. If He’s called you to witness, witness. If He’s called you to be a singer, write songs and sing. If He’s called you to be hospitable, open your house regularly. If He’s called you to the mission field, go. Don’t say the time is not now. Neglecting to do what He’s called you to do will lead to great emptiness in your life.

Haggai 2:20, 21 (a)
 

And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah…

I bet Zerubbabel’s knees were knocking at this point. “Oh, no,” he must have thought. “Now I’m going to get a word against me. For sixteen years, I’ve been in charge of this project and nothing’s been happening.”

Haggai 2:21 (b)–23
 

…saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.

“I know your heart must be heavy,” the Lord said. “I know the work has not been going well these past sixteen years. But know this, Zerubbabel: I’ve chosen you and I know your heart is right. Therefore, you will be like a signet—in a position of great authority.” Indeed he was, for in the genealogies of Jesus—Joseph’s line presented by Matthew and Mary’s presented by Luke—Zerubbabel’s name is the only one in both lines (Matthew 1:12; Luke 3:27). Thus, his place in the lineage of Messiah is unique. In addition to this, most scholars believe that after the Lord shakes the nations in the Tribulation, Zerubbabel will hold a key position in the millennial kingdom.

It greatly encourages me that Haggai ends on this note, for in it the Lord seems to say, “David was prohibited from building the temple because his hands were bloody, but I counted to his credit the fact that he wanted to build it (2 Samuel 7). Zerubbabel, even though the building languished a bit, I see that your heart is right. And you will be rewarded accordingly.”

Therefore, take hope, dear friends. If it’s been sixteen years since you’ve done the work God called you to do, get going again. And know that if your heart is right, the Lord hasn’t given up on you. On the contrary, He’ll use you powerfully—just as we’ll see Him do with Zerubbabel in the Book of Zechariah.







ZECHARIAH
 

Background to Zechariah
 

The year was 520 B.C. The Jews had just returned from a seventy-year captivity where they were held hostage in Babylon. Zerubbabel, their political leader, and Joshua, their spiritual overseer, had led the first contingent of approximately 42,000 back from Babylon to Jerusalem. Upon their arrival, they set out to rebuild the temple. Yet, although they began well, after a year, they had given up on the project. Facing intimidation by their enemies and division within their own ranks, they opted to build their own houses instead.

So the Lord sent two prophets to spark their passion, to reignite their devotion, to jump-start their conviction. “What do you mean it’s not time to do the Lord’s work?” Haggai asked. Haggai was a very pointed and practical kind of prophet whose message consisted of only thirty-eight verses. Zechariah, however, was of a much different flavor and personality. Speaking with visionary imagery, he goes on not for thirty-eight verses but for fourteen chapters as he calls the people to consider the vastness of God’s program.

The Lord used both of these men in tandem to get His people going again. And in this we see once again the Lord’s tendency to put different kinds of people together to do His work. In John 21, we read that, as they fished on the Sea of Galilee, John, being a mystic and perceptive person, was the first to realize that the Figure calling to them from the shore was Jesus. Hearing this, Peter immediately jumped overboard and swam to shore. John thought it through; Peter dove in—and the Lord used them both as they traveled together throughout the pages of the Book of Acts.

This encourages me greatly because I know that, regardless of the shortcomings in my personality, there’s a place for me in the body. God isn’t looking for cookie-cutter, carbon-copy Christians. Peter says we’re living stones being fit together into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5). Therefore, trust the Lord to pair you with those who, although they may not be like you, will bring about growth with you and will complement your personality in a way that will bring great glory to Him.

Zechariah’s book is similar to the Book of Daniel, another apocalyptic writer. Interestingly, Daniel was born in Jerusalem and carried away into Babylon where he wrote his prophecies while Zechariah was born in Babylon and moved back to Jerusalem where he wrote his prophecies. His book divides itself into three sections. In chapters 1 through 6, the prophet sees a vision. In chapters 7 and 8, the people ask a question. Finally, in chapters 9 through 14, the Prince comes with salvation.

Chapter 1
 

Zechariah 1:1
 

In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,

Zechariah means “Jehovah remembers.” Berechiah means “Jehovah will bless.” Iddo means “At the appointed time.” Thus, in this very first verse, we see the prophecy that sets the stage for the entire book: Jehovah remembers and will bless at the appointed time. “God has not forgotten you,” Zechariah will say. “He remembers the plans and promises He made to you. He will bless you at the appointed time—so don’t give up.”

Zechariah 1:2, 3
 

The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.

“Turn to Me and I’ll turn to you,” the Lord says through Zechariah. James said essentially the same thing when he wrote, “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you” (4:8). That’s a promise. If we will make the effort and expend the energy to draw near to the Lord, He promises He’ll respond to us. Therefore, when people say that they’ve sought the Lord but that He didn’t answer, I am reminded of Paul’s word to the Romans: Let God be true and every man a liar. Either God is lying or we’re not being totally truthful about seeking Him because He has promised that if we draw near to Him, if we even turn to Him, He will do the same to us.

Zechariah 1:4–6
 

Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

“Look at your history,” Zechariah says, “Don’t be like your fathers who, although the prophets were among them, didn’t respond to them. Act upon what the Lord is telling you.”

Zechariah 1:7, 8 (a)
 

Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, I saw by night…

Here begins a series of eight visions—all apparently given to Zechariah in a single night.

Zechariah 1:8 (b)
 

…and behold a man riding upon a red horse…

In verse 11, we see this man identified as the angel of the Lord, or Jesus Christ Himself.

Zechariah 1:8 (c)
 

…and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom…

The myrtle tree is a symbol, a picture of the nation of Israel. Unlike the mighty cedars of Lebanon, myrtle trees only grow to a height of eight feet. So, Israel is seemingly insignificant both in population and geography. Yet, just as the myrtle tree is an evergreen, Israel has a remarkable tendency to continue on even though men like Pharaoh, Haman, Herod, and Hitler throughout history have tried to destroy her completely. The blossom of the myrtle tree releases a wonderful fragrance when crushed. The same is true of Israel. Whenever nations have sought to crush her, the fragrance of God glows from her. There is something special, unique, and supernatural about this nation—and here in this first vision, what an encouragement it must have been to the people to realize that the Lord Himself was standing among the myrtle trees, that He was in their very midst.

Zechariah 1:8 (d)–11
 

…and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.

Who are these other beings surrounding the Lord, riding horses of various colors, walking to and fro through the earth? In Job 1, we read that Satan walks to and fro throughout the earth, causing tragedy and turmoil in the world. But it is encouraging to note that, at the same time Satan and his demons are going to and fro, angels are as well…

Determined to kill Elijah because of his ability to prophesy the location of every ambush they attempted to set up against the Jews, the Syrian king and his army went to Dothan to make an end of the prophet. The next morning when Elijah’s servant awoke he said, “We’re surrounded by Syrians. There’s no hope!” But when Elijah asked the Lord to open his eyes, Gehazi saw that the Syrians were themselves surrounded by tens of thousands of angels with flaming swords and fiery chariots (2 Kings 6).

One of the names of the Lord seen repeatedly throughout Scripture is “Lord of hosts.” What does the word host mean? Army. In other words, God is Lord of the armies. What armies? Angelic armies. Right now, although demons seek to hurt us, angels are surrounding us. If we could see what’s really going on, it would blow our minds and bless our souls. The enemy is real, to be sure, but the forces of God are greater still.

Why were these angels sent in Zechariah’s day? They were spying out the situation and came back to report to the Lord that the nations who had troubled the Jews were at peace and prospering. In other words, the very ones who had harmed the people of God seemed to be doing well.

Zechariah 1:12–17
 

Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

The Lord says, “Although these nations were instruments in My hand to discipline My people, they have gone far beyond what I intended. They exceeded the boundaries I placed on them. Therefore, I am returning to Jerusalem not to judge my people but to show mercy to them.”

Zechariah 1:18–21
 

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

Zechariah’s second vision refers to the powers and nations that had come against God’s people. Whether these four horns refer to the four powers that had already caused them to scatter—the Assyrians, Medo-Persians, Babylonians, and Egyptians—or whether it speaks both historically and prophetically of the Babylonians and Medo-Persians as well as the coming Greeks and Romans, the Lord will “nail” those who come against His people.

The Lord likens His Word to a hammer (Jeremiah 23:29). Therefore, the weapon you and I need to use when the horns of the enemy, the powers of hell, come against us is the Word of God. It’s our primary weapon, our key source of victory over the powers and forces of Satan. When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, each time He said, “It is written.…” And Satan was rendered powerless (Matthew 4).

Chapter 2
 

Zechariah 2:1, 2
 

I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.

In the third part of this vision, Zechariah sees a man with a tape measure in his hand, measuring Jerusalem, taking stock of the situation.

Zechariah 2:3–5
 

And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein: For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.

Although Jerusalem will be built again and prominent once more, we see in verse 4 that it will be as a city without walls. In Ezekiel 38, we read that it is at the time when Jerusalem is without walls that Gog, or Russia, will attack. That is, the Russian invasion of Israel will happen at a time when Jerusalem is without walls, or, seemingly, experiencing a time of peace.

Zechariah 2:6–8
 

Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye.

Any nation—be it Babylon historically or Russia prophetically—that touches Israel touches the apple of God’s eye. Physiologists tell us the quickest reflex in our entire body is the reflex to cover the eye when something is coming. That’s how quick the Lord is to protect His own.

Zechariah 2:9–13
 

For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me. Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.

What a day it will be when Jesus Christ dwells and reigns in Jerusalem, when all things will be right. “Sing and rejoice,” the Lord says in verse 10. “Be silent, O all flesh,” He says in verse 13. Worship covers the broadest spectrum of emotions and expressions. There’s a time to sing and rejoice and another time to bow silently in awe and humility.

Chapter 3
 

In chapter 3, we see the fourth part of Zechariah’s vision.

Zechariah 3:1
 

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.

Here, we see Joshua standing before Jesus with Satan ready to resist, or accuse, him. According to Revelation 12:10, one of Satan’s main occupations is accusing believers. In fact, the word, devil, actually means “slanderer.”

When Satan talks to you about God, he lies. He tries to get you to think that God is some kind of cosmic killjoy who wants you to be miserable. He whispers in your ear that God is mad at you, disappointed in you, through with you. But when he talks to God about you, he speaks truth. “Look at Jon Courson,” he says. “He’s supposed to be Your child. But did You hear what he said? Do You know what he thought? Did You see what he did?”

Zechariah 3:2
 

And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?

As Jesus answers the accuser, He doesn’t liken Joshua to a mighty redwood or a majestic oak. No, He says, “See this little twig? I plucked him out of the fire—just like I chose insignificant Jerusalem to be My capital city.”

Our security and significance don’t lie in who we are, gang, but in Whose we are. Ephesians 1:4 declares that, before the foundation of the world, God elected us and adopted us into His family. Before we did anything or were anything, God ordained that we would be part of His kingdom. Therefore, we don’t have to convince ourselves or others that we’re something we’re not.”

Zechariah 3:3
 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.

The people didn’t think Joshua’s garments were filthy. On the contrary, they thought his robes were beautiful, ornate, significant. But in the presence of the Lord, even his priestly robes became as filthy rags. Why? Isaiah gives us the answer…

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. Isaiah 64:6


All of our efforts at religiosity or generosity might make us seem like good people. But in the presence of the Lord—as our motives are suddenly exposed—all of our righteousness takes on the appearance of filthy rags.

The picture painted here is very important because Jesus, a Greater than Joshua, would come on the scene and tell the people that unless their righteousness exceeded that of the Pharisees, they couldn’t enter the kingdom (Matthew 5:20). “Be ye therefore perfect,” He said, “even as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). In other words, if you’re going to try and make it into heaven on your own religious merit, good luck. You’ve got to be perfect. But once you see you are a sinner, clothed in filthiness, the door is opened for you to see your need for a Savior, a Redeemer. That’s what salvation is all about—knowing we can’t make it on our own. The entire purpose of the Sermon on the Mount was to drive us to Jesus not as a wise teacher or an astute philosopher but as our Redeemer, our Savior, our only hope.

Zechariah 3:4, 5
 

And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.

Notice that the Lord didn’t tell Joshua to go to his room and clean up. That’s what we think the Lord says to us. When we hear the accusation of the slanderer, we think we have to somehow cleanse ourselves before we can ever pray, worship, or serve. Not so. As Joshua just stood passively, realizing his robes of religiosity were filthy, he heard the Lord say, “I will clothe him with robes that are righteous.”

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. Isaiah 61:10


Salvation is not a matter of trying to clean up my act or ironing out my problems and wrinkles. It’s a matter of realizing I’m a sinner and letting Jesus robe me with the garments of His righteousness.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21


This is essential to understand. You are the righteousness of God not because of what you do or don’t do but because of where you are. When you opened your heart to Jesus, He came in you. But, more importantly, you were placed in Him. You are in Christ. Therefore, when the Father looks at us, He doesn’t see us in our sin. He sees us in His Son.

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1, 2


In the heavenly scene, Satan is the prosecuting attorney, calling judgment upon me, pointing out the faults within me before God, the judge of all men. But when my name comes up, I have a defense lawyer, Jesus Christ, who steps up and says, “Father, I died for Jon and My blood has covered his sin. He is in Me.”

Hearing this, the Father says, “Case dismissed for complete lack of evidence.”

And I am free.

Zechariah 3:6, 7
 

And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.

“Don’t be condemned about the temple lying in ruins for the past sixteen years,” the Lord says to Joshua. “Don’t let that slow you down, but keep going and you’ll be used in even greater ways—among heavenly beings in the ages to come.”

This life is simply preparatory for eternity, gang. If you walk with the Lord now, He will greet you in heaven with the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant… enter into the joy of the Lord” (Matthew 25:23) and you will rule and reign significantly with Him. If, on the other hand, you just cruise through life, living for your own self, your own pursuits, your own pleasures, when you get to heaven, although you’ll be happy, your capacity to enjoy heaven will be greatly diminished.

Your usefulness and capacity to enjoy the ages to come are being determined right now. That’s why Paul said, “When I became a man, I put away childish things” (1 Corinthians 13:11) and why he pressed on “toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). When Paul had a vision of heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2–4), his life was suddenly changed. He knew that only one thing mattered: obeying the leading and command of the Lord. What we do for ourselves will all burn. But what we’ll never once regret is what we did for the kingdom.

Zechariah 3:8
 

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.

Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah refer to Jesus as “the Branch.” Thus, Zechariah is telling Joshua the best news of all: that Jesus is coming.

Zechariah 3:9 (a)
 

For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts…

Seven eyes speak of complete vision—a full understanding, total wisdom.

Zechariah 3:9 (b), 10
 

…and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.

The iniquity of the land was indeed removed in one day—the day Jesus died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). And the effects of iniquity will also be removed in one day. For on the day Jesus comes back, iniquity will be replaced by peace and prosperity—the way things were meant to be.

Chapter 4
 

Zechariah 4:1
 

And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep,

Evidently, by this point, Zechariah was emotionally exhausted by the visions he had already seen. Yet an angel comes to him and rouses him from his deep sleep that the visions might continue. Even as Zechariah was awakened that he might be envisioned, so too, when we come to church or Bible studies or during our morning devotions, we need to say, “Send an angel if necessary to rouse me, Father. Don’t let me slumber in lethargy. Don’t let me snooze through this life. Awaken me.”

After being prepared for the vision, Zechariah is presented with the vision…

Zechariah 4:2
 

And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:

In this vision, Zechariah would understand what this lampstand, or candlestick, was all about because he was not only a prophet but also a priest. Part of the priest’s job in the tabernacle and temple was to fill the lamps with oil and to trim the wicks of the lampstand that stood in the holy place. But this was different from any lampstand Zechariah had seen before, for on top of this lampstand was a reservoir filled with oil that would flow through pipes to each lamp.

Zechariah 4:3
 

And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.

On each side of this lampstand stood an olive tree which produced the oil for the reservoir that emptied into pipes through which the oil for the reservoir was carried. From verse 12, we know that these trees were connected to the reservoir in such a way that oil was provided directly. In other words, there was no need for harvesting and crushing the olives to make the oil for the lamps. Zechariah must have been rejoicing—no more chores!

Zechariah 4:4
 

So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord?

After being prepared for the vision and presented with it, now Zechariah is perplexed by it.

Zechariah 4:5
 

Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.

Zechariah freely admitted he needed understanding, that he didn’t have all the answers. So now he will be told the purpose of the vision…

Zechariah 4:6
 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

Throughout Scripture, oil is a picture of the Holy Spirit—and a perfect picture it is. Oil brings about lubrication and eliminates friction—just as the fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5:22). In addition to being a source of illumination, oil brings about healing. Just as the good Samaritan poured oil in the wounds of the man who had been beaten, James instructed the elders to anoint with oil those who were sick (5:14). Oil is also the base of costly fragrances (Matthew 26:7). Truly, the Holy Spirit illuminates the Word for us. He reduces the friction between us. He heals our hurts. He is a soothing perfume that allows us to take on a fragrance that is very unlike our natural scent.

Zechariah 4:7–10
 

Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.

Through Zechariah, the Lord said to Zerubbabel, “I know what you’re thinking. Sixteen years have passed and the project you began is now stalled. But I have good news for you. I am going to complete that which I began. And your hands will be the hands I use to do it. Therefore, be patient. Don’t despise the day of small things. Just be faithful. How will all of this come about? Not by your might or by your resolve. The stalled project will be completed by My Spirit. Just as the oil from the olive trees passes through the lamps apart from human effort, so too, I will work apart from anything man does.”

I know there is a time in virtually all of our lives when the Lord lays something on our hearts. A promise is given. A dream is placed on our minds. A vision is set before our eyes. It might be a business or a marriage, a family or a ministry. We begin. We lay the foundation—but then the difficulties come. As the months and years pass by, we say, “It’s not going to happen.” And our hearts sink.

But, just as He said to Zerubbabel, the Lord would say to us, “I am going to allow the hands that laid the foundation to finish the work. You are going to bring the capstone—the finishing piece—with shouts of grace at the end. It’s all by My grace. So don’t despise the days of small things, of small beginnings. And don’t give up.”

Zechariah 4:11–14
 

Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.

As Zechariah ponders the vision, he is told that the branches by which the oil of the Spirit flows are the two anointed ones. Historically, this speaks of Joshua and Zerubbabel. Prophetically, Revelation 11 refers to this verse in relation to the two witnesses who will be raised up in the Tribulation. But most importantly, symbolically, the two olives trees speak of the anointed Ones—Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. “I am the vine,” Jesus declares. “Ye are the branches” (John 15:5). We’re to be the branches through which the oil of the Spirit flows into the reservoir so that the light, the church, might burn brightly. Therefore, if we want to be filled with the Spirit, we must position ourselves as did Joshua and Zerubbabel—in the place of service. You will find that the church burns brighter, that the kingdom is expanded, and that your own life takes on significance when you do this.

When you realize it is only by the power of the Spirit that anything will happen, you’ll quit trying to muscle your way through your ministry. Instead, you’ll get on your knees before the Lord and say, “It’s only by the work of Your Spirit, Lord, that anything will take place in my life.” And it is then that the mountain will be removed; the lamp will burn; the temple will be completed—and the Lord will be glorified.

Chapter 5
 

In chapter 5, we come to the sixth part of Zechariah’s vision. The previous five parts had encouraged the people of Israel concerning the Lord’s presence and future for them. But here, in chapter 5, the scene changes a bit. In chapter 4, Zechariah had been given the vision of a lampstand that would be continuously supplied with oil. For the lamps to burn brightly, however, the wicks would need to be trimmed. Thus, we see the chastening hand of the Lord in order that His people might burn brightly for Him.

Zechariah 5:1, 2
 

Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits.

This roll was a scroll thirty feet long and fifteen feet wide.

Zechariah 5:3, 4
 

Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

This mammoth scroll was a record of sins both against God and man. It speaks so practically because we often say, “Lord, ignite me. I want to burn brightly. Fill me with the oil of Your Spirit.” But so often the problem lies not in the need to be filled but in the need to be emptied. We seek to be empowered by the Spirit and wonder why it doesn’t happen when, in reality, there needs to be a trimming, a cutting, a removing of wickedness.

Zechariah 5:5, 6 (a)
 

Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth.…

In the seventh part of his vision, Zechariah sees an ephah—a large basked used in harvesting.

Zechariah 5:6 (b)–9
 

…He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.

Just as the women in the basket are carried away, the whole world is caught up in the materialism and commercialization symbolized by Babylon in Revelation 18.

Zechariah 5:10, 11
 

Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.

Shinar is a name for Babylon. When Judah was carried into Babylon, the Jews were an agrarian people. But after spending seventy years in Babylon, they became merchants and remained in that role until Israel was rebirthed in 1948. At that time, young people moved back into Israel, lived on kibbutzim, and farmed the land once again. This is the foundation of Israeli society today—which explains why they are one of the world’s largest exporters of fruit.

Chapter 6
 

In chapter 6, we come to the eighth and final section of this vision…

Zechariah 6:1–8
 

And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country. And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.

These four chariots align perfectly with Revelation 6, where we see that the red horse speaks of war; the black horse speaks of famine; the white horse speaks of a false peace; and the gray horse speaks of death. Brass is the material of judgment, as seen in the brass altar and brass serpent. In other words, judgment was coming.

Zechariah’s vision in its entirety was to show the people that the Lord was with them, moving among them, removing sin from them, destroying the commercial system that had polluted them—and that He would bring judgment on the earth.

Prophetically, Zechariah’s vision tells the story of Israel. In 1948, when she was brought back home again, the Lord was in the midst of the myrtle trees once again (1:7–11). The powers that came against her ended up being “hammered” themselves (1:18–21). In 1967, Jerusalem was “measured” when the city was brought under the Israeli flag (2:1–5). Like Joshua, Israel will see that she has need of being cleansed and robed by the blood of Jesus Christ (3:1–5). When that happens in the time of the Tribulation, her light will shine brightly (4:2–5). But, as seen in the flying scroll, those who do not acknowledge the reality of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ will be judged for their sins ((5:1–4). The commercial systems that manipulate and rip people off will be done away with (5:5–11), replaced by righteousness when, following the judgment of the Tribulation, Jesus rules and reigns from Jerusalem (6:1–8).

Zechariah 6:9–11
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest;

Following the four chariots that speak of the Tribulation period, we see crowns which speak of the coming of Christ.

Zechariah 6:12 (a)
 

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man…

Who else would say, “Behold the man”? Pontius Pilate, pointing to Jesus (John 19:5).

Zechariah 6:12 (b)
 

…whose name is The BRANCH…

As seen in Isaiah 11:1 and Jeremiah 23:5, “The Branch” is a prophetic name for Jesus.

Zechariah 6:12 (c)–15
 

…and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.

Isaiah 52 calls Jesus the root coming out of dry ground. The ground would be dry indeed. For four hundred years, a prophet would not be heard in the land of Israel. For four hundred years God was silent—when suddenly, out of the dry ground, the Branch appeared. Looking ahead five hundred years to the First Coming of Christ, Zechariah says, “This One who is coming shall wear the crown of both king and priest.” This would have been shocking in Zechariah’s day for Old Testament law forbade anyone from holding the office of both priest and king.

Jesus is the only One who can rule with authority as a King and minister compassionately as a Priest. The first time Jesus came, He came as a Prophet. He taught the ways of God and revealed the heart of God. Then He ascended into heaven where He is now our Priest, where He ever lives to make intercession for us. He came as a Prophet, is in heaven as a Priest, and He’s coming back as King.

Chapter 7
 

In chapters 1 through 6, the prophet, Zechariah, saw a vision. Here, in chapters 7, the people will ask a question…

Zechariah 7:1–3
 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regem-melech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years?

For many years, the people had fasted on four specific days supposedly in order to seek the Lord and to repent from the sin that landed them in Babylon. Here, with the temple going up and good things happening, they ask if there is a need to keep fasting.

Zechariah 7:4–6
 

Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying, Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves?

“Were your fasts ever for Me?” the Lord asks, “or were you fasting simply to prove your own goodness?” The question is still one that must be asked. Why do we do what we do? Is it to assuage our guilt, showcase our goodness, or manipulate God?

Zechariah 7:7–10 (a)
 

Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men inhabited the south and the plain? And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor…

“Forget the rituals,” the Lord declares. “I want you to show mercy and compassion—especially to the most vulnerable among you.”

Zechariah 7:10 (b)
 

…and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.

“Let none imagine evil.” We make great cases against people in our imaginations. Everything they say, we analyze. Everything they do, we question. This ought not to be. Let people accuse you of being naïve and too trusting if necessary. But don’t imagine evil.

Zechariah 7:11–14
 

But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

It wasn’t because the people weren’t fasting that the land was made desolate. It was because they weren’t showing mercy. Therefore, I believe the word of the Lord is simply this: If you wonder why your walk is dry, why your heart, soul, and spirit are desolate, it might not be because you need to pray longer, fast more, or study deeper. The real issue is never our displays of spirituality but rather our willingness to show mercy. Love is always the key.

Chapter 8
 

Zechariah 8:1–4
 

Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.

Due to His sovereignty rather than the people’s religiosity, the Lord declares that Jerusalem would one day be known as a city of truth and holiness, a place where even old men would be able to walk the streets in safety.

Zechariah 8:5
 

And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.

G. Campbell Morgan said that when he wanted to catch a glimpse of the kingdom of God, he didn’t go into a room where adults were praying but into the street where kids were playing. If you really want to know about the kingdom, watch little kids. Jesus said essentially the same thing when He placed a child in the midst of the disciples and said, “You must become as a child to enter into the kingdom” (Matthew 18:3). In the kingdom age, crime will be eradicated, allowing children to play without fear.

Zechariah 8:6–9
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built.

To these people who had grown weary of building the temple, Zechariah comes on the scene with the word of the Lord, saying, “What you’re doing has huge significance. All of history is flowing down the channel of prophecy and the temple you’re hesitating to build will be the very place from which the Lord will rule. A Branch will come. The kingdom shall be established. Old people will walk in dignity. Kids will play in safety. Every person will experience prosperity. Therefore, what you’re doing will impact all of eternity.”

If you’re at a point where you’re wondering why you should keep teaching Sunday school or carve out time for family devotions, why you should labor in this ministry or that calling, I believe the Lord would say to you that what you’re doing is of great significance to Him. It might seem small to you, but don’t despise the day of small things because it’s a foundation for what He will do—culminating in the coming of Christ, in the establishing of His kingdom. We have a huge destiny, gang. Let us press on, robed in His righteousness, empowered by His Spirit, seeing the big picture of where it’s all going.

Zechariah 8:10–15
 

For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbour. But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not.

Whereas previously there had been a complete lack of prosperity, under the Lord’s care, the land would flourish once again.

Zechariah 8:16, 17
 

These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD.

Here, the people are cautioned against the sins that apparently drew them away from the work in the first place.

Zechariah 8:18, 19
 

And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace.

The Lord would change the people’s fasts into feasts.

Zechariah 8:20–23
 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

Can you imagine ten men grabbing every Jew, saying, “Take us to your temple. Let’s go pray!”? When Jesus comes back, when Israel is prospering and feasting, there will be no more “Middle East Problem.” Instead, Israel will be nothing but a blessing—a place where everyone will want to be.

Chapter 9
 

In chapter 9, we come to the final section of the book. The flow is noticeably changed because many years have passed. Zechariah is writing now not as a young man but as a seasoned prophet. His emphasis is not so much on the temple, which has long been completed, or on theological questions but on the coming of Jesus Christ. This should not be surprising for it seems to me that the older we get in the Lord, the simpler life becomes as we realize it’s all about Jesus.

This section has been called a treasure house of prophetic truth because in it we see the entire scope of the Lord’s work both in His First Coming and His Second Coming as it relates to the people of Israel. Centuries earlier, when, at one hundred twenty years of age, Moses stood on the summit of Mount Pisgah and looked from the top of the mountain into the Land of Promise, the Lord supernaturally showed him the entire land. Zechariah is also on a prophetic mountain peak. He sees the whole plan being unfolded of what the Lord is doing. This section covers as much prophetic ground as any section in the Bible. It gives a sweeping survey, a fantastic view of the Lord’s coming.

Like all of the Old Testament prophets, however, Zechariah didn’t have the understanding we do—that the Lord’s coming would be in two parts. We know that Jesus came first as the Babe of Bethlehem, as the suffering Servant. But we also know He will come a second time as the King of kings. The Old Testament prophets didn’t understand this. In talking about the coming Christ, they would flip-flop between the First and Second Coming of Christ, not realizing there was a valley of time between the two. That is why people were confused in the day of Christ. They knew Messiah was to come and have dominion over the nations, that He was to usher in peace and prosperity. So they wondered why Jesus wouldn’t take advantage of the opportunity when the people initially wanted Him to be their King (John 6:15). They couldn’t comprehend that He came first to die.

Zechariah 9:1
 

The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD.

As Zechariah stands on his prophetic peak, the first thing he sees ahead is something we have already seen: the coming of Alexander the Great…

Zechariah 9:2–6
 

And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.

Beginning with Damascus, these are all cities that were conquered by Alexander. In fact, this is the very path he took as he came down from Greece approximately one hundred fifty years after this prophecy was given.

Zechariah 9:7, 8
 

And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes.

In talking about the journey of Alexander, Zechariah points out that, when he came to the area of Jerusalem, the Lord would camp in front of Jerusalem, that He would be a protection for her. Indeed, history shows that, when Alexander came cruising into the region, the high priest and a group of elders went out to meet him. Opening the Scriptures to Daniel 8:7 and 8, they showed him how Daniel actually predicted his arrival in the region. So amazed by this was Alexander that, instead of destroying Jerusalem, he offered a sacrificial lamb for his own sins.

Zechariah 9:9 (a)
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation…

When Jesus came riding into Jerusalem the week before He was crucified, the people cried, “Hosanna!” or, literally, “Save now!” Indeed, Jesus came having salvation, able to do just that—but the people didn’t realize that the salvation He offered was not political but eternal.

Zechariah 9:9 (b)
 

…lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

At the age of thirty-three, Alexander rode upon his mighty steed, Bucephalus, surrounded by soldiers whose shields were shining, whose spears were glistening. Yet Zion’s King, also thirty-three, came riding on a donkey. Why did Jesus ride on a donkey? Why didn’t He come with an impressive display of might? Because in so doing, He is humble, touchable, relatable. In fact, so seemingly ordinary was Jesus that, even though He had been in the public eye for thirty-three years, the soldiers evidently needed Judas to identify Him (Mark 14:44).

Zechariah 9:10
 

And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.

Now we shift to Jesus’ Second Coming—when, at last, there will be disarmament and the peace in Jerusalem for which everyone longs.

Zechariah 9:11
 

As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

We were those prisoners in a pit with no water. We were rescued by Jesus.

Zechariah 9:12–17
 

Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the LORD
GOD shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. The LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.

This is a reference to what the Lord would do when He used the sons of Zion—specifically the Maccabees—to overcome the sons of Greece. When Alexander died, his empire was split up and one of the descendants of one of the rulers was a man named Antiochus Epiphanes, a picture of antichrist. A terrible ruler, he slaughtered the Jews by the thousands and demanded to be worshiped—until a group of Jewish men who would become known as the Maccabbees launched a victorious guerilla war against him.

Chapter 10
 

Zechariah 10:1
 

Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field.

In Israel, there were historically two rainy seasons. The first was from October through December and was called the former rain. The latter rains fell in April and May. These rainy seasons caused Israel to be a land of lush vegetation. After the Jews were dispersed by the Romans in A.D. 70, the Turks gained control of the region and began to tax the people there according to the number of trees on their property. It didn’t take people long to figure out that it was in their best interests to chop their trees down. As a result, the ecology changed. The soil eroded. There was no more evaporation. The latter rains stopped altogether and the former rains were so drastically diminished that the land became arid and dry. That is why, when they became a nation again, the first project of the Israeli government was reforestation. They still plant millions of trees every year. The ecology is beginning to change and the latter rains have returned.

Spiritually, the latter rain speaks of the outpouring of the Spirit that will take place in the last days (Joel 2:23–28). We are living in a time when the Holy Spirit is being poured out afresh. Yet, although we can observe this and study it, we will not experience it unless we ask the Lord to send the latter rain upon us personally.

I think of Noah. Talk about rain! For forty days and forty nights rain fell upon him. Wondering if the storm had abated, he let out a dove. Throughout Scripture, the dove is a picture of the Holy Spirit. When the dove found no place to land, it returned to Noah and in Genesis 8:9, we read that he pulled the dove in unto him. Noah didn’t sit in the ark with folded hands saying, “Dove, if you want to land on me, I’m open.” That’s the way some people approach the Holy Spirit. And then they wonder why the Holy Spirit never empowers or uses them. Noah reached out and grabbed the dove and brought it to himself. We must do the same. How? Simply by asking.

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11:13


When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples in the Upper Room, they had been praying and waiting for ten days (Acts 2). We no longer have to wait for the Holy Spirit. He’s already been given. But we must wait on the Holy Spirit. That is, we must say, “Lord is there something in my life preventing You from pouring out Your Spirit upon me?” If you want a fresh anointing, a greater empowering for service, talk to the Lord about it—all you have to do is ask, and He’ll take it from there (Matthew 5:6).

Zechariah 10:2–4
 

For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.

This speaks of Christ’s First Coming. Isaiah tells us He was the Cornerstone, rejected of men (8:14, 28:16). He is the nail, the One upon whom men could hang their lives. Instead, man hung Him on a cross. But in His Second Coming, He will come back as the battle bow, the conquering King, ruling in majesty.

Zechariah 10:5, 6
 

And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them.

Even though they rejected Him as the Cornerstone, even though they nailed Him to the cross, when all of the nations are ready to crush and annihilate Israel, the Lord will come—no longer riding upon a donkey but upon a white horse as a conqueror to rescue the people of Israel at the very moment it appears they will be annihilated at Armageddon.

Zechariah 10:7
 

And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD.

Immediately preceding the Lord’s return, there will be a regathering of His people…

Zechariah 10:8–10
 

I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them.

“I’m going to whistle for them,” the Lord declares. “I’m going to bring My people back to the land and there will be so many of them that it will barely be able to contain them.” In 1948, Israel did what no other nation in history has been able to do. The Lord began whistling and the Jews began returning. Zechariah was seeing this happen prophetically—and it would indeed happen just as he said.

Zechariah 10:11, 12
 

And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.

The Jews would indeed “pass through the sea with affliction.” When they saw the clouds of the holocaust forming, many Jews got into boats and headed to Palestine. But when the British mandated that no more Jews would be allowed entrance, one of the great tragedies of history occurred when their boats were turned back.

The seasoned saint, Zechariah, standing in the place of seeing prophecy passing before him is once again calling the people of God to see the big picture. And he calls us to do the same. We’re headed for heaven, gang. Never grow weary of reading the prophets. They call us to remember where we’re headed. We want something practical. We want to read about how to have a better marriage, how to raise better kids, how to find a better job. But the prophets speak of the mystical rather than the practical because you’ll be a better husband if you remember you’re headed for heaven, a better mom if you remember you’ll live eternally. John tells us it was because Jesus knew from whence He came and where He was going that He was able to wash the feet of those who were too busy jockeying for position to serve one another (John 13:5). That is why our Father sent prophet after prophet to talk about the mystery of eternity, to remind us to set our hearts on things above (Colossians 3:2).

Chapter 11
 

Zechariah has been called by many commentators, “the prophet of hope.” I think that’s a good description because he came to encourage God’s people to finish the task they had begun, to realize their high and holy calling. But he is also the prophet of truth. And here in chapter 11, he speaks of some difficult days and tough times as God would chasten His people for their own good.

Zechariah 11:1–3
 

Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down. There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.

Zechariah is saying, “There’s trouble coming. Beginning in Lebanon with the cedars burning, going down to Bashan—the Golan Heights—and into the Jordan valley, there’s going to be fire raging, a howling heard.” Indeed, this is exactly what happened. Within forty years after Israel had rejected Messiah, the Romans marched down through Lebanon, through the Jordan Valley and on into Jerusalem itself.

Zechariah 11:4, 5
 

Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter; Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not.

Both the political and religious leaders of Israel sold out the flock, becoming wealthy by cutting deals with the Romans.

Zechariah 11:6
 

For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbour’s hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them.

Why would the Lord allow His people to be sold out by their own leaders? Zechariah acts out the answer to this question…

Zechariah 11:7
 

And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock.

Zechariah acts out this parable by shepherding a flock using two staffs, calling one Beauty and the other Bands, or, literally, Unity. I believe Beauty speaks of Jesus Christ who is altogether lovely (Song of Solomon 5:16) and Unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3).

Zechariah 11:8
 

Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me.

As Zechariah acts out this parable, he takes on three wicked shepherds. I suggest these shepherds represent the three wicked shepherds Jesus battled: the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Herodians. The Pharisees represented legalism. The Sadducees were liberals who didn’t believe in angels or the Resurrection. The Herodians were a political group, thinking they could usher in the kingdom through political action. And all three missed the Good Shepherd, the only true Shepherd, in their midst.

Zechariah 11:9
 

Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another.

After removing these three evil shepherds, Zechariah declares that he will feed the flock no more. Why did Zechariah give up? For the same reason the prophecy was given in verse 6 that the land would be ravaged—because the people said concerning Jesus, “We will not have this Man rule over us” (Luke 19:14). The Good Shepherd came to them with beauty and unity. But they rejected Him. So the Lord let them have their way.

It is a sobering thought that the Lord will let us have our way. If we insist on having our way, He just might let us. And we’ll find we don’t like the very thing we are demanding.

Zechariah 11:10
 

And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it assunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people.

Jesus came to give the kingdom to His people, to bring peace to His people, but they would not have Him. Therefore, the opportunity was lost for the Jewish nation. Beauty was broken when the One who is altogether lovely was rejected.

Zechariah 11:11, 12
 

And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD. And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.

“Pay me what you think I’m worth,” Zechariah said, after giving up his flock. And it was decided that he would receive thirty pieces of silver. Matthew 26:15 and 27:9 tell us this prophecy speaks of Jesus. What was thirty pieces of silver? According to Exodus 21:32, it was the price of a dead or wounded slave. Although this would have been insulting to Zechariah culturally, it was exacting prophetically, for it relates to Jesus perfectly…

Zechariah 11:13
 

And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

In the small town of Carioth, a boy grew up. Educated and refined, in his twenties, he began following an itinerant Rabbi named Jesus of Nazareth. Chosen by the Master to be one of His twelve disciples, he was the only one from the southern part of the nation. People from the north were thought to be uncouth, unteachable, unyielding. Eleven of the men Jesus chose were from Galilee in the north. Judas of Carioth was not one of them. No doubt he spoke with the accent of an intellectual sophisticate. Maybe that is why he was appointed treasurer of the group. No doubt it would seem that at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, Judas would be His right-hand man.

But we know, of course, that Judas was, in fact, His betrayer. Why did Judas betray Jesus? Perhaps it was because he was disillusioned with Jesus. Maybe he thought that when Jesus was made king, he would have the prestigious post of Secretary of the Treasury. But when Jesus began to say that His kingdom was not of this world, when He purposely went to small towns that had no political importance, Judas’ heart must have sunk.

The same thing can happen to us. When Jesus doesn’t work the way we think He should, we can become disillusioned and vulnerable to a degree of betrayal, as well. When Jesus sat at the Last Supper and told His disciples that one of them would betray Him, they didn’t say, “It’s Judas.” He wasn’t even suspected. Instead, they looked to themselves and said, “Is it I?” I must ask this question, as well. “Am I using You to do my own thing, Lord? Search my heart.”

After realizing he had betrayed innocent blood, Judas brought the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders. When they refused to take it, he cast the money down on the floor of the temple. In Matthew 27:10, we read that a potter’s field was purchased with this money—exactly as Zechariah prophesied. Thus, a prophecy given five hundred twenty years earlier was fulfilled to the letter.

Culturally, being paid the price of an injured slave was insulting to Zechariah. Prophetically, however, it was exactly. But personally, it is incredibly comforting. You see, the potter’s field was the field outside the house of the potter wherein broken or flawed pottery and clay were thrown. The potter’s field was the least valuable piece of property in the area because, filled with pottery accumulated over centuries, the soil was useless. In Jeremiah 18, God likens Himself to a Master Potter and us to lumps of clay He shapes into vessels for His use. If, however, we refuse to respond to the shaping He desires to do in our lives, as worthless pieces of pottery, we find ourselves in the potter’s field.

Yet what did Jesus do? The money that was used to betray Him was then specifically used to buy the most worthless piece of property, the place filled with cracked pots and marred vessels. That’s what Jesus always does. His blood purchased people like you and me—people with nicks and chips, flaws and failures—and reshapes, remolds, renews us. If I were Jesus, I would have bought beachfront property. He, however, bought me.

If you feel broken, remember Zechariah’s prophecy—and never forget Jesus’ unspeakable love.

Zechariah 11:14
 

Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

Once Jesus was rejected, the Spirit was grieved. The Spirit’s work is to unify brothers, but rejecting Jesus grieves, quenches, nullifies the work of the Spirit. So the bond between Judah and Israel, between the southern tribes and the northern tribes, was broken.

Zechariah 11:15, 16
 

And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces.

God’s people rejected the Good Shepherd. But another shepherd will come on the scene who won’t care for those who are hurting, who won’t seek those that are young, who won’t heal those who are broken. Who is this one? It speaks of antichrist.

I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. John 5:43


Jesus came as a Servant—loving, healing, caring, and blessing. Yet the people said, “We will not have this Man rule over us” (Luke 19:14). If this happened to Jesus, we can be sure it will happen to us. In other words, the more servant-like you become, the less you’ll be appreciated. So if you feel that no one cares about you, no one thinks of you, no one acknowledges what you’re doing, you’re in good company. They didn’t acknowledge Jesus, either.

Zechariah 11:17 (a)
 

Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock!…

Antichrist is called an idol shepherd because we are told in 2 Thessalonians 2 that he will set up an idol of himself in the temple and demand to be worshiped.

Zechariah 11:17 (b)
 

…the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.

At some point after antichrist demands to be worshiped, he’ll be blinded and paralyzed in an assassination attempt.

And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshiped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshiped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast?… Revelation 13:3, 4 (a)


Evidently, it will appear as though antichrist comes back from the dead after he is assassinated. Therefore, thinking he’s supernatural, many will worship him.

Chapter 12
 

Zechariah 12:1
 

The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him.

The spirit of man is formed within man as man is conceived and develops in the womb. This would refute both the Mormon belief that spirits are “waiting” to be brought into the world and the abortionist’s contention that unborn babies are nothing more than bones and tissue.

Zechariah 12:2, 3
 

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.

Those who try to come against Jerusalem will be destroyed. Therefore, the people of the world will be perplexed as they ponder what to do about the problem of Jerusalem. We are seeing this fulfilled to a certain degree even in our day.

Zechariah 12:4
 

In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.

As the armies of the world converge, the Lord says there will be tremendous confusion as He strikes horses and riders with madness and blindness.

Zechariah 12:5
 

And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God.

Even the outlying regions of Jerusalem recognize that it is a city uniquely chosen and blessed by God.

Zechariah 12:6, 7
 

In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.

The Lord is going to give the outlying regions of Judah victory first lest they feel left out or of less value.

Zechariah 12:8
 

In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.

The weakest of the Israeli soldiers will be like David, quite an impressive soldier who leapt over walls and took on giants.

Zechariah 12:9, 10 (a)
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced…

John knew about the piercing of Jesus and is the only Gospel writer to describe this event…

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. John 19:30–34


Why was Jesus pierced as He hung on the Cross of Calvary? Following are six reasons which I believe are significant for you and me…

First, Jesus was pierced to fulfill prophecy. When a man was hung on a cross, the nails through his wrists would cause such excruciating pain that the pectoral muscles would be paralyzed and breathing would stop. The only way he could stay alive was to stand upon the nail in his feet, thereby forcing air into his lungs before relieving the weight on his feet, only to repeat the process for each breath. When the Romans wanted to kill a man, they would break the legs, thus ending the victim’s life through suffocation. But when they came to break the legs of Jesus, He was already dead. So, to ensure His death, a soldier thrust a spear into His side—exactly as prophesied five hundred years earlier by Zechariah.

Not only was this a fulfillment of prophecy, but it was in keeping with typology. Concerning the Passover lamb—a picture of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ—Exodus 12 and Numbers 6 forbade the breaking of its bones.

Third, the piercing of Jesus’ side revealed His heart emotionally. That is, the blood and water that poured forth were indicative of coronary thrombosis—a broken heart. Being spat at, mocked, cursed, and yet dying for the very people who were doing this, Jesus’ own heart was breaking—not for Himself but for those who would find themselves in hell for their refusal to accept the work He was accomplishing on their behalf at that very moment.

Fourth, the piercing of Jesus’ side shows us the sacraments’ priority. The water that flowed speaks of baptism; the blood, of Communion. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” Jesus declared. Paul would say that many in the church at Corinth were weak and sickly—even to the point of death—because they didn’t give worth to the Lord’s Table (1 Corinthians 11:29, 30).

Fifth, the piercing of Jesus’ side shows us a great mystery. Blood and water are the elements of birth. As Jesus hung on the Cross, the church was born. Just as Adam’s bride was formed from Adam’s side (Genesis 2:21, 22), when the spear entered the side of the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45), the bride of Christ was born.

Finally, the piercing of Jesus’ side speaks of our salvation in totality. Salvation has two aspects: regeneration and sanctification. The penalty of sin has been removed through the blood of Jesus Christ. But the power of sin that hounds us daily is overcome by the power of the Spirit, pictured as water throughout the Word.

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood.… 1 John 5:4–6 (a)


The blood cleanses us from the penalty of sin. And the water, a type of the Spirit, gives us power over sin. Both are necessary. And both are freely available because of the piercing proof of Jesus’ love on the Cross.

Zechariah 12:10 (b), 11
 

…and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.

As the battle of Armageddon unfolds and it looks like Jerusalem won’t survive, Jesus will come back. Centuries earlier, when King Josiah, a beloved king in Judah, died in the valley of Megiddo, there was great mourning in the land (2 Chronicles 35:24, 25).

Zechariah 12:12–14
 

And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.

The house of David speaks of the kings. The house of Nathan speaks of the prophets. The house of Levi speaks of the priests. Kings, prophets, priests, and people—every part of Israeli society will mourn as they realize that they were the ones who pierced the very One who had come to save them.

Chapter 13
 

Zechariah 13:1
 

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.

The fountain that would cleanse Israel from her sin began flowing when a soldier thrust a spear into Jesus’ side as He hung on the Cross of Calvary.

Zechariah 13:2, 3
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth.

When Israel at last recognizes her Messiah, neither idolatry nor false prophecy—two sins that plagued her continually—will be tolerated.

Zechariah 13:4, 5
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive: But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.

False spirituality will be replaced by integrity and humility.

Zechariah 13:6
 

And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

I am amazed that Jesus would call Judas “friend” even as Judas betrayed Him (Matthew 26:50). I am more amazed that He would call those who crucified Him friends. But I am most amazed that He would call me His friend (John 15:15). Satan will tell you the Lord is disgusted with you. But that’s a lie, for if you desire to love Him, to serve Him, to walk with Him, even though you might stumble and struggle, the Lord calls you His friend.

Zechariah 13:7 (a)
 

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts…

Who is the “fellow,” the equal of the Lord of hosts? The Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

For topical study of Zechariah 13:7 entitled “Smitten Shepherd… Scattered Sheep,” see below.

Zechariah 13:7 (b)–9
 

…smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

The Lord says, “Because My people wouldn’t acknowledge Me, because they wouldn’t take My hand of friendship, I will turn My hand on them. Two-thirds will die.” In the Tribulation period, antichrist and the nations of the world will turn against the Jews. As a result, two-thirds of them will die.

I remember when my daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was about two years old. About to cross a busy intersection with her, I said, “Mary, hold Daddy’s hand.”

“No,” she said.

“Mary, we can’t cross the street unless you hold my hand,” I said.

“No,” she insisted.

So, instead of holding my hand, she felt my hand—spanking her. Why? Because I love her.

She cried. And then she held my hand.

That’s what the Lord will do to His people. “I came offering the kingdom to you,” He said. “But you refused. I’m not giving up on you, however. I’m going to refine you as silver and gold are refined in the fire of tribulation. It will be costly and difficult for you, but in that day, those who remain will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’ And they’ll be brought into the fullness of the kingdom.”




SMITTEN SHEPHERD… SCATTERED SHEEP

A Topical Study of


ZECHARIAH 13:7


In 1969, when Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young sang, “We’ve got to get back to the garden,” they struck a chord with many in our generation. Initially, it seems the baby-boom generation tried to get back to the garden through convocation. That is, they gathered together—first at Woodstock. Bob Dylan, Judy Collins, Led Zeppelin, and others joined in what was supposed to be a festival of garden-like peace. Songs were sung; love was shared. It seemed to go so well that our generation tried it again at Altamont. But this time, the vibe wasn’t as good. People were high on LSD. Fights broke out. And by the time Altamont was over, six people had died.

So, after convocation, we tried to get back to the garden through inspiration. In the middle and late sixties, everyone put a flower in their hair and flocked to San Francisco—only to find that, by the early seventies, the same people who were once wearing loves beads and carrying peace signs were now wearing brass knuckles and carrying switchblades as Haight-Ashbury became one of the great crime centers of the West Coast.

When inspiration failed, people tried simplification. There was a move to get out of the city and into the country—to get back to the garden through a simpler lifestyle. The problem is, as many of us discovered, gardens have weeds. And it took a long time to weed the garden, split the wood, and carry the water. So people decided rural living wasn’t for them as the hippies gave way to yuppies.

The yuppies introduced gentrification—moving back to the city to reclaim run-down areas. But the longing for the garden remained. Why? I suggest it’s because the garden was our first home…

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Genesis 2:7–9


After God created man, He placed him where He knew man would be happiest—in a garden. No wonder, then, that there is an intrinsic desire to live more simply, to be at peace with nature in a garden. It’s the way we’re made. Genesis goes on to tell us that man walked with God in the cool of the day, just enjoying talking to his Creator. Things were right. But, because God desired for man to have a loving relationship with Him, He had to give man the opportunity to rebel against Him. Love must have a choice if it is to be true love. So in the garden, God planted the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, If they ate of the fruit of this tree, it would be a sign to God that they chose to rebel against Him. Adam and Eve chose to eat of the fruit—and the results, of course, were tragic…

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
Genesis 3:22–24


Once man rebelled against God, he was driven out of the garden—the place where he was most content to be, the place where he was meant to be. “Lest man eat of the tree of life and live forever in his sinful, fallen state, I’m going to drive him out of the garden,” God said. And in the gate of the garden, God stationed a cherubim with a flaming sword to keep man out of the garden, away from the tree of life.

From that point on, man has been longing, craving, desiring to get back to the garden, where he might walk with God in the cool of the day once again and live the way he was meant to. But how can he? There’s a sword preventing him from going back to Eden.

Thousands of years after that event, the people of God living in the land of Israel heard a prophet named Zechariah say, “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts.”

What sword was Zechariah speaking of? I suggest it was the very sword that blocked the entrance to the Garden of Eden, the very sword that kept man out of where he desired to be. I suggest that the sword that keeps people out of the garden is the sword that was buried in the side of Jesus Christ. The sword that would keep me out of the place of fellowship, peace, tranquility, and eternal life was buried in His side as He hung on the Cross for my sin.

Five hundred years after Zechariah gave this prophecy, we see Jesus. Hours away from His death on the Cross, He left the Upper Room and crossed the small Kidron Valley on His way to a garden called Gethsemane.

And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.
Matthew 26:30, 31


Quoting Zechariah, Jesus said, “Instead of causing My followers to rejoice, My absorbing the sword will cause them to scatter because they will be offended, because they won’t like what’s happening.”

Jesus brought offense not infrequently in His ministry. When He said that unless people ate of His body and drank of His blood, they could have no part of Him, John said many were offended in Him and followed Him no more (6:53–66). Matthew tells us people were offended in His hometown, asking, “Isn’t this Joseph the carpenter’s son? What’s the big deal?” (13:55–57). Even John the Baptist was evidently offended when He asked if Jesus was the One he should be looking for (Matthew 11:2–6).

This shouldn’t be that surprising. You see, we think of the Cross as something that moves us emotionally and inspires us spiritually, a symbol of something exceedingly precious. But in Jesus’ day, wearing a gold cross around one’s neck would be similar today to wearing a gold hypodermic needle, symbolizing death by lethal injection.

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
1 Corinthians 1:23, 24


The Greek word translated “stumblingblock” is skandalon. In other words, the idea of Christ crucified was scandalous, offensive. Therefore, because they were scandalized, Jesus said people would scatter.

Maybe you are in a similar place. Maybe you have scattered or wandered from the Lord because you didn’t understand what He was doing. Maybe you have said, “What do You mean, Lord? I prayed about this and it didn’t come to pass. I trusted You for that and it didn’t happen. I was expecting the other and it fell through. Why isn’t my father healed? Why isn’t my child saved? Why hasn’t the job opened up?”

Even Jesus’ closest followers couldn’t understand what He was doing. So they scattered. Have we? When we wonder where He’s coming from, what He’s saying, or what He’s doing, we need only to remember that this same Jesus absorbed the sword of judgment for us. Whenever I doubt His love, question His words, or wonder at His ways, it always gets back to Zechariah 13. If I realize that He’s the only One who would die for a sinner like me, even though I might not understand what He’s doing, I can trust Him.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8


Jesus absorbed the sword of judgment. He opened the way for us not only to walk with Him in the garden presently but to live eternally. He loves you more than you can ever understand. Therefore, trust Him. The One who absorbed the sword will only do what’s best for you in everything that comes your way.




 

Chapter 14
 

Zechariah 14:1 (a)
 

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh…

The day of the Lord is the time when the Lord intervenes directly, physically, obviously in human history. In Hebrew culture, the day begins with the setting rather than with the rising of the sun. Therefore, although the day of the Lord begins in the darkness of the Tribulation, it ends in the glorious brightness of Jesus’ Second Coming.

Zechariah 14:1 (b), 2
 

…and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

The day of the Lord begins with hardship and brutality as the nations of the world come against Israel. Specifically, this speaks of the invasion of the Middle East by antichrist, the leader of a united Europe, when he brings his armies into Israel to consolidate his control of the world.

Zechariah 14:3
 

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

As the nations converge around Jerusalem, there is a series of wars, culminating in the valley of Megiddo, or Armageddon. As the nations converge in an attempt to annihilate Israel, the Lord will return and physically fight for Israel, the people He cares about so deeply.

Zechariah 14:4 (a)
 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east…

When the nations are ready to annihilate Israel and destroy Jerusalem, Jesus will come and His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, the same mountain from which He ascended (Acts 1:11, 12).

Zechariah 14:4 (b)
 

…and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

When Jesus comes back, there’s going to be a cataclysmic event, for, as He sets His scarred feet upon the Mount of Olives, it will split in two.

Years ago, when Sheraton Hotel Corporation was looking at the Mount of Olives as a potential site, an environmental impact study showed that, due to a major fault running right through the Mount of Olives, they could not continue construction. In other words geologists “discovered” what Scripture had known for 2,500 years.

Zechariah 14:5
 

And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.

When the Mount of Olives splits, it will actually provide a way of escape for the people of Jerusalem. In earlier times, the Lord parted the Red Sea in order that His people could escape to safety. In the last days, He’ll part not a sea but a mountain for His people to escape from the armies surrounding them.

Zechariah 14:6, 7
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.

When Jesus comes back, when His kingdom is established, not only will there be changes on earth but in the heavens, as well.

Zechariah 14:8 (a)
 

And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem…

In the impact study done, not only was a fault discovered in the Mount of Olives that would cause a split from east to west, but seismologists also said a massive amount of water would break through if the quake were severe enough. Ezekiel speaks of the same river having its beginning in the temple area (47:1).

Zechariah 14:8 (b), 9
 

…half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.

Half of the river flowing from the Mount of Olives will flow toward the Dead Sea. The other half will flow toward the Mediterranean.

The reason the Dead Sea is presently so deadly, the reason it cannot support life of any kind is because, although seven million tons of water gush into it every day, there is no outlet. And, because of that, the water is stagnant. In our Christian experience, along with input there must be outflow. If we’re just taking in the Word, we’ll become like the Dead Sea unless we share it with others.

When Jesus comes back, the Dead Sea will undergo a change. It will be flooded with a new source of water that will flow into it. Ezekiel 47 says that wherever this new river flows, there will be healing. That’s always the way it is. Wherever the work of the Spirit flows, things change. The water of life—the Spirit of God—always brings healing.

Zechariah 14:10
 

All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king’s winepresses.

When Jesus comes back, the entire city of Jerusalem will be elevated.

Zechariah 14:11
 

And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

Today, Jerusalem is a thorny problem politically. But when Jesus comes back, it will be a place of peace and safety.

Zechariah 14:12
 

And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.

The flesh of those who come against Israel will melt. Their eyes will run down their sockets. Their tongues will curl up. I find it more than coincidental that scientists tell us this is exactly what would happen physiologically if people were exposed to massive amounts of radiation.

Zechariah 14:13
 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour.

As the plague is unleashed, there will be panic in the armies surrounding Jerusalem.

Zechariah 14:14
 

And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance.

When the Jews left Egypt, they were loaded down with treasures. So too, in this time, they will be loaded with the wealth of the nations that came to destroy her.

Zechariah 14:15
 

And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.

This plague—be it atomic or supernatural—will affect every living thing.

Zechariah 14:16
 

And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.

After the battle of Armageddon, in the Kingdom Age, there will be glorious times of celebration and worship for the nations who survive the Tribulation.

Zechariah 14:17
 

And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.

The nations who don’t have time to worship will experience drought. People today who don’t make time to worship will experience a dryness in their souls.

Zechariah 14:18, 19
 

And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

With only scant rainfall at best, the Egyptians might have been able to do without rain. But they, of all nations, would dread a return of the plagues (Exodus 6–12).

For topical study of Zechariah 14:16–19, see “Why Worship?.” 

Zechariah 14:20, 21
 

In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.

When Jesus comes back to rule and reign, no longer will there be a division between secular and spiritual. No longer will there be separation and fragmentation. Instead, there will be wholeness. At last, there will be holiness. What a day that will be!

For topical study of Zechariah 14:20, 21, see “Holiness Unto the Lord.” 




WHY WORSHIP?

A Topical Study of


ZECHARIAH 14:16–19


The text before us declares that when Jesus comes back, when His kingdom is established, the Feast of Tabernacles will once again be celebrated every year. First seen in Leviticus 23, the Feast of Tabernacles was to take place in the seventh month—equivalent to our October. God declared that His people were to come together and to celebrate for seven days as they lived in lean-tos constructed of boughs and branches. In other words, the entire nation was to have a gigantic camp-out. When the children asked the meaning of this, their fathers would tell them the story of how God brought their forefathers out of Egypt and into the Land of Promise, how He provided for them and protected them along the way.

As Jesus establishes His kingdom, this feast will be reinstated. All of the people who make it through the Tribulation will be ordered by the Lord to come to Jerusalem yearly to celebrate. Any of the nations who don’t want to expend the energy to come will experience drought and plague. In other words, there will be drought and difficulty for those who think they don’t need to gather to worship corporately.

Prophetically, that’s what will happen when Jesus comes back. But I want us to consider this word as it relates to you and me very practically. It seems as though in the day in which we live people increasingly say, “I don’t need to go to church. I’m doing fine without attending Bible study. There’s no reason for me to take Communion regularly. I talk to God all the time as I drive to work. Therefore, I don’t need to meet with God’s people.” But, just as Zechariah prophesied, people who think they don’t need their sisters and brothers will inevitably experience drought within their hearts, plagues and problems in their lives.

“Don’t forsake assembling together,” the writer to the Hebrews warns, “especially as you see the end drawing near” (see Hebrews 10:25). Watching the news and realizing the events we see are signs of the end times should cause us to congregate together to worship the King more than ever.

Worship Delights the Father


Something unique happens when we get together to worship the Lord. We experience an outpouring of His Spirit in a dimension unlike that of any other time or place. “O, magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together,” David declared (Psalm 34:3). Corporate worship brings an understanding and perception of the Lord like nothing else I know. Thus, worship is essential for our own growth and understanding—but also because it delights the Father.

This should not be surprising. After all, as parents we take great delight in seeing our own kids enjoying one another. In the same way, our heavenly Father loves to see His kids hanging out together. That’s why David declared, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Worship Dethrones the Flesh


When I worship the King with the congregation of God’s people, the Lord inhabits the throne in my heart to a much greater degree. As the temple was dedicated, we read in 2 Chronicles 5:13 that when the people began to play their horns and sing their songs, they made one sound as they worshiped the Lord. Something was happening. Diverse people with a wide range of personalities were miraculously unified. No longer were they a bunch of individuals. Now they were merged into one. The flesh was dethroned.

When I bow my knee and lift my hands in praise with my brothers and sisters, something wonderful happens. I lose my identity. I become one with them in a wonderful, miraculous mystery. How tired I am of myself—of my problems and petty concerns. How I need to come into a place where I can lose myself in the identity of the body of Christ.

Worship Develops the Body


Even in the body of Christ, we can find divisions creeping in. We can differ in philosophy and clash in personality. But when we meet together to worship the King corporately, all of those divisions miraculously, mysteriously, and beautifully dissipate. And, as a result, the body is free to minister and to serve in unity.

Worship Defeats the Enemy


As King Jehoshaphat prepared to do battle, the Spirit of the Lord came upon a Levite named Jahaziel, who said, “Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s” (2 Chronicles 20:15). Hearing this, Jehoshaphat was moved to send forth not the army, but a choir singing, “Praise the Lord for His mercy endures forever.” Hearing this, the enemy forces were so confused that they began to unsheathe their swords and destroy one another (2 Chronicles 20:23, 24).

The enemy is still distracted and defeated in the place of praise because the sound of praise to him is as irritating as a dentist’s drill. Satan flees when he hears praise ascending. Praise is powerful. That’s why worship is vital.

Worship Defines Priority


There is a tendency today to emphasize worship—but in many cases, it’s worship for worship’s sake. Therefore, let us be careful that we never fall into the subtle trap of worshiping worship. When the wise men brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus, they didn’t come to get something from Him. They weren’t hoping to get victory over the flesh, defeat the enemy, or develop unity. Nor were they worshiping Him because of what He had done for them, for at that point, He had done nothing for them. They came to worship Him for one reason: simply because He was worthy. The more I learn of Jesus, the more I have no choice but to worship Him because He is so abundantly worthy.

Five hundred years after Zechariah’s prophecy was given, Jesus Himself went to the Feast of Tabernacles. In John 7, we read that on the eighth day, the great day of the feast, something interesting happened. You see, every day of the feast, the priests would take pitchers to the pool of Siloam outside of the city and fill them with water. Then they would reenter the city and empty the pitchers as an illustration of God’s provision of water for them during their wilderness wandering. But on the final day of the Feast, although the priests would proceed to the pool of Siloam, or literally, “Sent One,” they would come back with empty pitchers, signifying that they were still waiting for Messiah, the “Sent One” to come. As the priests returned with their empty pitchers, this Scripture would be read:

For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:
Isaiah 44:3


Then the priest would ask for silence as the people prayed for Messiah to come.

But on the eighth day of this particular feast, a Man’s voice could be heard, crying out from the crowd of perhaps one million, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. And out of his innermost being shall gush forth torrents of living water” (see John 7:37, 38). And, although the crowd in attendance that day would, by and large, reject His invitation, it still stands today. Therefore, come to Jesus and drink deeply. He is our passion and priority—the only One who can satisfy us completely. Because He is truly worthy of our worship both now and eternally, let us be those who worship Him in unity.




 




HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD

A Topical Study of


Zechariah 14:20, 21


As we come to the end of Zechariah’s prophecy, we are reminded that when Jesus comes, things will be right at last for in that day, “Holiness to the Lord’ will be engraved on the bells of the horses. In other words, in that day, bumper stickers won’t be cute, clever, or carnal. They will read: Holiness to the Lord.

The average person equates holiness with heaviness, with a piety that causes severity. Nothing, however, could be further from the truth. Sin erodes a person, destroys a family, and brings ruin physically and financially, relationally and vocationally. Holiness, on the other hand, means “wholeness” and restores man to what he was meant to be. Therefore, when the Father says, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44), I believe He does so with a smile on His face and a sparkle in His eye. He’s not saying, “You’d better be holy because I don’t want anyone to have any fun.” No, He’s saying, “Holiness will bring you happiness to the greatest degree.”

In the passage before us, I find it interesting that it will be horses that will carry the message of holiness. You see, horses were greatly regulated and sometimes even forbidden to God’s people. In Deuteronomy 17, we read that kings were forbidden to multiply horses to themselves. In Isaiah 31, the Lord indicted His people for trusting the horses they bought from Egypt to protect them from the Assyrians. Synonymous with tanks in our day, horses were important to the defense of a nation. But to God’s people, they would be detrimental because He wanted them to trust Him rather than their own military strategy. “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses,” David wrote, “but we will remember the name of the LORD our God” (Psalm 20:7).

When Jesus comes back to rule and reign, however, horses will be allowed. And in this, I see a wonderful lesson for us. That is, there might be something you long for presently but that the Lord is withholding because He knows it will turn your heart away from Him. However, when He is truly ruling and reigning in your life, that which you long for will be engraved with “Holiness unto the Lord’ just as the bells on the horses will be. In other words, it will assume its proper priority in your life. In that day, you shall have horses because rather than turning you from the Lord, they will actually magnify Him.

In Romans 14, Paul declares that the kingdom of God is not meat or drink externally but righteousness, peace, and joy presently. This means the Lord wants us to be holy even now. How can you walk in wholeness, in holiness practically? As Zechariah tells us, it won’t be by your might nor by your power but by God’s Spirit (4:6). It’s not a matter of trying to be holy, but a matter of allowing the Spirit to fill you completely.

On their first visit to the East Coast, a group of Eskimos watched in amazement as motorboats with water skiers in tow skimmed across a lake. “How can those boats go so fast?” one asked.

“The man on the end of the string pushes really hard,” the other answered.

All too often, we think we have to be the man on the end of the string, pushing ourselves really hard if we’re going to make any progress in holiness. Paul, however, says it is God who works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).

When the Philistines captured the ark of the covenant, they placed it in the temple of their fish-god, Dagon. The next morning, they discovered that their god had fallen before the ark of the covenant, which represented the presence of God. So they propped their god up once again. The next morning, however, they found Dagon again prostrate before the ark of the covenant—but this time his head and his hands had fallen off. “Either Dagon has to go or the ark must be returned,” they said. So the ark was sent back to Israel (1 Samuel 5).

The principle is a powerful one for you and me. That is, how do I deal with the “Dagons” in my life? How do I deal with the sin and carnality that prevent me from being holy? Not by trying to be more ethical, more moral, or more spiritual, but by bringing in the presence of God. When the ark comes in, Dagon falls. When the presence of God fills my heart, sin topples. The key is not to do battle against the darkness. The key is simply to turn on the light.

Therefore, every time you hear a bell—be it a doorbell, a telephone, a buzzer, or an alarm clock, I encourage you to think of the bells on the horses in this passage. Think, “Holiness to the Lord.” Pray, “Lord allow me to walk in wholeness presently even as I will in heaven eternally”—and listen for the sound of Dagon toppling in defeat.




 







MALACHI
 

Background to Malachi
 

Written in about 400 B.C., the Book of Malachi brings down the curtain on the Old Testament. And as the curtain comes down, the voice of God rings out. Of the fifty-five verses that comprise this book, forty-seven are spoken by God directly. That’s a higher percentage than that of any other book in the Bible. Truly, God’s voice penetrates and resounds through the book before us.

Malachi is the only prophet to end his prophecy with a warning. Other prophets ended on a note of hope. But in Malachi, the Old Testament closes with a warning because it’s setting the stage for the blessing, the redemptive work of Christ Jesus as seen in the first book of the New Testament—the Gospel of Matthew.

It had been a hundred years since Zechariah and Haggai had been on the scene encouraging the people of Judah to finish the work of reconstructing the temple that had been destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. Zechariah and Haggai encouraged the people to return to work—and the people responded. The temple was rebuilt; the walls were restored. Yet success had its own dangers because, after the temple was rebuilt and the walls restored, the people began to kick back a bit. And as they did, their cutting edge was lost. They began to lose their fire and passion. Oh, they weren’t committing big, blatant sins. But a mediocrity had crept into them. So the Lord sent Malachi to speak to His people concerning the lukewarm state of their hearts.

Chapter 1
 

Malachi 1:1
 

The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.

As with Joel, we don’t know very much about Malachi personally. But we do know his name means “Messenger” and, in a sense, that is all we need to know for it’s not the messenger but the message that matters. It’s the message that makes the difference.

If you heard a knock on your door and opened it to find a FedEx driver standing there with an envelope in his hand addressed to you, you wouldn’t ask him about his ancestors, his favorite foods, or his political leanings. Your interests would lie with the message he carried for you. The enemy, however, comes to each of us and whispers, “Who do you think you are, witnessing? Who do you think you are to be teaching or serving?” The enemy’s tactic is to condemn us constantly in an effort to neutralize us (Revelation 12:10). But we must realize that it’s the message with which we’ve been entrusted that matters. Therefore, be faithful in what the Lord has given you to do. Pass on what He’s entrusted to you. Don’t get sucked into the lie that, because you’re not spiritual enough, you can’t do or say anything on behalf of the Lord.

Malachi 1:2, 3
 

I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.

Jacob and Esau were twin brothers yet Paul tells us that before either one of them had opportunity to do anything good or evil, God sovereignly chose Jacob to be part of His family. Many people have a problem with this passage. I have a problem with it, too. My problem, however, is not that the Lord hated Esau but that He loved Jacob. And even harder for me to understand is the fact that He loved and chose me. The One who knows me best loves me most. Amazing!

Malachi 1:4
 

Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever.

Jacob went on to have twelve sons who became the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Esau, his twin brother, left the Promised Land, headed southeast into a desert region called Edom and founded a country called Edom—a nation that constantly waged war against the people of God.

Malachi 1:5
 

And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel.

“When did You love us?” the people had accusingly asked the Lord in verse 2. Here, He says, “Look over the border of Israel and see that while you are blessed, the land of Edom is impoverished.”

When depression knocks, instead of answering the door, I believe we simply need to stand on our tiptoes and look around at our world, our neighbors, our colleagues, and our own society to see that people are impoverished and hurting, depressed and enslaved by their own carnal desires. We have been blessed, gang. Yes, we have struggles and trials—but we are a people of destiny. God has a purpose and a plan for us. He has forgiven us. He has liberated us. He’s blessed us. Therefore, don’t hang your head and say, “When has God loved me?” Instead, stand on your tiptoes. As you contrast your situation with that of those around you, you’ll say, “Lord, thank You that I’m part of Your family.”

For topical study of Malachi 1:1–5, see “A Marvelous Mystery.” 

Malachi 1:6
 

A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?

“In what way have we defiled Your name?” the priests arrogantly ask God—and their question itself is justification of the charge just as it will be when people ask Jesus, “What do You mean You never knew us?” in the last days (Matthew 7).

Malachi 1:7, 8
 

Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.

Contrary to the requirements of the Law, the people were sacrificing bulls and lambs and rams that were diseased and blind. In other words, they were bringing God their leftovers. God, however, desires the firstfruits (Exodus 23:19). Don’t bring God what’s left over of your time or finances, energy or ability. Bring Him the best and watch Him bless the rest.

Malachi 1:9, 10
 

And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.

“Shut the doors of the temple,” the Lord says. “Stop the hypocrisy altogether.”

Malachi 1:11
 

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

To the Jews who prided themselves in their religiosity and exclusivity, the Lord says, “I will step out of the boundaries of your religious activity and do something among the Gentiles. My name will be praised from the time the sun rises until it goes down every day.” In other words, all of the nations of the world would have in them pockets of true believers so that wherever the sun is shining on the planet, there are people who love the Lord and call upon His name.

Malachi 1:12, 13
 

But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD.

“Concerning His Table, the Lord said, “Do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19). But, like the people in Malachi’s day, do we tire of it?

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 1 Corinthians 11:26–30


Many people are spiritually anemic and perhaps even physically weak because they haven’t given worth to the Lord’s Table. Communion is central to the life of the body—both corporately and personally. It’s more than just a little piece of bread and cup of juice. It is a mystery and a miracle to those who give it worth.

Malachi 1:14
 

But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the LORD a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.

The people weren’t being indicted for their lack. They were being indicted for their failure to give back to the Lord the best of what He had already given them. In any area of our walk, the Lord only asks of us that which He has already provided. Jesus didn’t condemn the widow for giving only two mites. He commended her as He did no other for giving what she had (Mark 12:42–44).




A MARVELOUS MYSTERY

A Topical Study of


MALACHI 1:1–5


The passage before us is one that should bring comfort to the people of God. Instead, it has often caused confusion among the people of God. It should cause a glorious warming of our hearts. Instead, it often causes troubling to our heads. It should be a delight to the believer. Instead, it often results in distress for the believer for the passage before us deals with the controversial doctrine of divine election.

The background of this passage is that the people of God were doubting whether the Lord really loved them. “I have loved you,” He declared—to which the people cynically responded, “When have You loved us?” (verse 2).

Here, in this passage, the Lord says, “Look just beyond your borders to the land of Edom.” Edom was a neighboring country to the southeast of Israel. Although Edom was significant historically, she was impoverished financially and doomed eternally. “Look to Edom,” the Lord says, “and you will see how I have loved you. I have made you significant historically and I have a plan for you eternally. Contrast that with your brothers beyond your border who are troubled and distressed.”

The Edomites were indeed the brothers of Israel, for they shared a common ancestry. You see, approximately 1,600 years previously, God had tugged on the heart of a man named Abraham. Abraham lived in the Chaldees, or present-day Iraq. Although he worshiped the moon, as did the rest of the people in his city of Ur, God said to him, “Leave your land and I will make of you a great nation” (Genesis 12:2). The fulfillment of this promise began when, at ninety years of age, Abraham’s wife, Sarah, miraculously gave birth to a son named Isaac. When Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, became pregnant and inquired of the Lord concerning the rumbling in her womb, the Lord told her she would give birth to two nations and that the elder of her sons would serve the younger (Genesis 25:23). This was very unusual, for in that culture, the older brother was the recipient of the birthright and blessing—both spiritual and material blessings and leadership. Here, however, there would be a reversal.

And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.
Romans 9:10–16


Paul says that God elected and selected, blessed and brought forth the descendants of Jacob not because of anything Jacob had done—for it was before they were even born that God chose Jacob and hated Esau. And therein lies the problem. People frequently say, “That’s not fair.” But Ephesians 1:4 says the same thing is true of us. God chose us before the foundation of the world. If you are a believer it is not because you willed it or earned it but simply because God desired it.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
Romans 8:29, 30


Who God foreknew, He predestined. Who He predestined, He called, or elected. Who He elected, He justified. Who He justified, He glorified. It’s all based on His knowledge. Because love is not love without choice, God gives people the choice to choose Him. He foreknows those who will and chooses them. He elects us based upon His foreknowledge—and yet He leaves the choice with us. Those who don’t want to know the Lord won’t.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:16


All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
John 6:37


…And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Revelation 22:17 (b)


God invites everyone, yet He already knows those who will accept His invitation.

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you…
John 15:16 (a)


There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
Romans 3:11


The Lord chose us that we might choose Him. If I had all knowledge, I would buy a lottery ticket because it wouldn’t be gambling. I would select the winning numbers with certainty. Therefore, it would be a wise investment. So too, the fact that God, who knows everything, chose you means you are a wise investment in His estimation. Knowing this does three things for me…

Election makes me less and less of a worrier. I know the Lord is going to see me through. I know I’m going to live with Him in eternity. Therefore, I don’t have to sweat out my salvation presently. “Being confident of this very thing,” Paul declared, “that He who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Election makes me more and more of a worshiper. When I realize that I am saved not by anything I do or don’t do but solely because God sovereignly chose me, I have no other choice than to fall on my knees and say, “Thank You, Lord.”

Election makes me a little bit wiser as a worker. It is the wise servant who prays, “Lord guide me to those You have already elected. Guide me to the place where You have already put it in someone’s heart to turn to You.”

God never said to Rebekah when she was carrying her twins, “I love one and hate the other.” Nor did He say this when they were grown men. It wasn’t until centuries passed that God revealed this through the prophet Malachi and explained it through the apostle Paul. Did God choose correctly? He always does (Revelation 16:7). Esau would sell his birthright for a pot of stew, marry heathen wives, and father a people who would wage war against Israel. Jacob, on the other hand, although he was tricky indeed, had a heart for God.

Never doubt the love of God, gang. Like Jacob, no matter how tricky you’ve been in the past or how often you stumble even now, because He chose you to choose Him, just as He did with Jacob, He’ll see you through.




 

Chapter 2
 

Malachi 2:1
 

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you.

It was the priests who were leading the people astray. Had they honored the Lord in their sacrifice and worship, the people would have followed.

Malachi 2:2–6
 

If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take you away with it. And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.

“Who is on the Lord’s side?” Moses said as God’s people worshiped the golden calf (Exodus 32:26). It was in answering this call that the tribe of Levi was uniquely set apart as priests. Here, their zeal is contrasted with the tepid commitment of the priests in Malachi’s day.

Malachi 2:7–9
 

For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.

The call of a priest was to stand before God on behalf of the people and to stand before the people on behalf of God. These priests, however, were so caught up with religion that they weren’t providing a true representation of God’s Law.

In Acts 20, Paul told the elders to feed the flock of God. Religious activity is not what ministers are called to do. Bazaars and board meetings are not the calling of true ministry. In the early church, even service was delegated to others in order to free the elders to devote themselves to prayer and the study of the Word (Acts 6).

Malachi 2:10, 11
 

Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers? Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the daughter of a strange god.

What is the holy institution the Lord loves? I believe this speaks of the holy institution of marriage. The first miracle Jesus ever did was at a wedding (John 2). In so doing, I believe He was putting His stamp of approval not only on the institution of marriage but on the marriage ceremony itself.

Malachi 2:12
 

The LORD will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts.

The man who was unequally yoked with a heathen woman, who violated the Word of God concerning marriage was to be cut off from the tents of Jacob, from the blessings of God.

Malachi 2:13, 14
 

And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.

In Malachi’s day, Jewish men were divorcing their wives to marry heathen women. “This ought not to be,” God said. “I will not honor their sacrifices even if they come with tears to the altar.” Peter would say virtually the same thing when he told New Testament husbands to honor their wives lest their prayers be hindered (1 Peter 3:7).

Marriage is not based upon emotion. It’s based upon covenant, or commitment. When you get married, you vow to spend the rest of your life together—for better or worse, in good times and bad, through success and setback, in happiness and hardship—regardless of how you feel at any given period.

Malachi 2:15
 

And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.

God delights in godly children. In divorce, however, it’s the kids who end up paying the price.

Malachi 2:16 (a)
 

For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away…

God hates neither the person who’s been divorced nor the one who has divorced. He does, however, hate divorce.

Malachi 2:16 (b)
 

…for one covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.

The Hebrew word translated “violence” can either mean “violence” or “bitterness.” Divorce always results in one if not both of these emotions. That’s why God hates it and why it must be avoided at all costs.

Malachi 2:17
 

Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?

The priests were distorting God’s Word by saying that God loves those who do evil. While God does indeed love sinners (Romans 5:8), He doesn’t commend or approve of evil. The same lie was hurled at the apostle Paul when his enemies distorted his teaching concerning grace and forgiveness to say that he was encouraging sin. There are always those who want to distort God’s Word and find a single verse or phrase that gives them license to justify wrong behavior or thinking. That’s why I’m so committed to going through the entire Bible. That way, we’re not just taking a phrase or a sentence, but getting the full counsel of God’s Word.

Chapter 3
 

Malachi, or “Messenger,” carried a rather severe message as he told the people of God they had grown lukewarm in their love toward God. Here in chapter 3, the Lord gives a promise that He will rectify that situation.

Malachi 3:1 (a)
 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me…

The “messenger of the covenant” is a reference to Jesus for He is the Messenger of the new covenant of grace. “You’ve been distorting the Word,” God says, “but I’m going to send the Word made flesh to straighten out the situation.”

Malachi 3:1 (b)
 

…and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

Jesus would indeed “suddenly come to His temple.” When He was brought into the temple to be dedicated, only two people recognized that the Babe being dedicated that day was Messiah. One was Simeon. Luke tells us he lived for the coming of this Messenger, the consolation of Israel (2:25). The other one who recognized that Jesus was Messiah was a woman named Anna. Anna had been married for seven years when her husband died. She spent the rest of her days in the temple, giving herself to prayer and fasting. On this day, when the Lord came suddenly as a Babe into the temple, she was eighty-four years old.

Simeon and Anna tell me that whether in prosperity or adversity, the Lord is seen by those who watch for Him. Therefore, I encourage you to look for the Lord’s appearance as you go through your day. Most likely, He won’t come in the way you expect. But, like Simeon and Anna, with eyes of faith you’ll recognize His appearance.

Malachi 3:2–5
 

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.

When Jesus comes, He will judge and correct, convict and adjust. Things would not continue on indefinitely as the people mistakenly thought at the end of chapter 2. How many years would it be from the time Malachi gave his prophecy until the time of Jesus? Four hundred years. So often, we get impatient after four years, four months, or four days. The Lord’s not in a hurry like we are. Why? The next verse tells us…

Malachi 3:6
 

For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

“I’m consistent,” the Lord declares. Never mistake God’s patience for approval or impotence. Everything is going according to His timing.

Malachi 3:7
 

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

How would the people return? In this case, it would be through giving. Why? Giving is not God’s way of raising money. It’s His way of raising kids. You see, because we’re sinners, each of us has the tendency to be selfish, small, greedy, and material. But God is a giver (John 3:16) and He wants His children to be like Him.

In the Bible, there are over four hundred fifty verses on faith and over five hundred fifty verses on prayer. But there are over 2,100 verses on giving. One of every ten verses in the New Testament deals with giving, money, or possessions. Of the thirty-eight parables Jesus taught, sixteen deal directly with giving, money, or possession. Why is the Lord so emphatic about this? Because Jesus said that wherever a man’s treasure is, there will his heart be also (Luke 12:34). He wants us to give to Him—not because He needs our money but because He wants our heart.

Malachi 3:8, 9
 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

“How shall you return to Me?” the Lord says. “Consider this: You’ve been robbing Me.” You see, the hearts of the people were held back to the same degree their tithes and offerings were.

The word tithe simply means “tenth.” The first ten percent of every dollar I receive is the Lord’s. Therefore, if I don’t tithe, I’m actually robbing God. In giving my tithe, on the other hand, I’m sanctifying the remaining ninety percent. Tithing acknowledges in a very real way that every good and perfect gift comes from God (James 1:17).

The tithe is the Lord’s (Leviticus 27:30). “Legalism!” some object. “As New Testament believers, we are free from the Law.” Yes, we are. But tithing began before the Law was ever given. In Genesis 14, Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek, a picture or type of Jesus Christ, well before the Law was given. In Old Testament times, tithing was actually about twenty-three percent of one’s income. There was a ten percent tithe to the Levites, a ten percent tithe to the Lord directly, and a ten percent tithe every three years to the pool. In addition, one-sixtieth of all crops were to be given to the Lord.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Matthew 23:23


The scribes and Pharisees were meticulous about tithing—but the problem is they neglected the weightier matters of justice, mercy, and faith. While they were to give heed to those matters, Jesus said they were “not to leave the other undone.” In other words, they were to continue tithing. Therefore, tithing is far more than simply a requirement of the Law. Not only did it precede the Law, but it was confirmed by Jesus.

Malachi 3:10 (a)
 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse…

The tithe is to be brought into the storehouse. That is, we are to tithe to the place where we are being shepherded and fed. The tithe should not be given randomly to this cause, that group, or the other individual. You won’t find an example of that anywhere in the Word. You can do that with offerings. But the tithe needs to be consistently brought to the storehouse.

I believe the ministry of the local church has been restricted because people have been giving to all sorts of causes rather than to the church. In the Book of Acts, we see the church helping the poor, the church sending out missionaries, the church planting other outreaches. Those who were sent out from the church were submitted and accountable to the church. We see this even in Paul’s ministry concerning the issue of circumcision. As seen in Acts 15, Paul didn’t say, “I don’t care what you guys think. I have my own ministry.” No, there was a linkage and a mutual covering as the church met together to discern the Lord’s mind.

In my understanding of Scripture, the tithe needs to go into the storehouse where the leadership dispenses the funds.

“But I want to control where my money goes,” some say.

That’s the beauty of tithing. You can’t! Remember Ananias and Sapphira? The Lord is certainly capable of dealing with those who mishandle this responsibility. When we tithe, we’re not supporting anyone. We’re not getting credit from anyone. We’re simply giving to God in humility.

Malachi 3:10 (b)
 

…that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

Throughout the Word God says, “Trust Me.” But in the area of giving, He says, “Prove Me. Bring Me your tithes and offerings and see if I won’t bless you in such a way that you can’t even contain it.”

Malachi 3:11, 12
 

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

Do you ever feel like your paycheck is just being eaten up? Through Haggai, the Lord said, “You put your money into bags with holes. Your budget isn’t working because, although you’re building your own houses, you’ve neglected My work” (1:6). Tithing makes good sense because God isn’t going to be your debtor. You’ll never be able to give more to Him than He’ll give back to you. He’ll never “owe you one.”

Malachi 3:13–16
 

Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered. Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.

“It’s a waste of time to serve the Lord,” the people said. But even as they did, those who feared the Lord said otherwise—and the Lord took careful note.

For topical study of Malachi 3:16, see “God’s Amazing Memory.” 

Malachi 3:17
 

And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

What is a jewel? A piece of worthless material that has withstood long periods of pressure and heat followed by a period of cutting and polishing. Jesus told of a man who sold everything he owned to buy a field not for the field itself but for the treasure he knew was buried in it (Matthew 13:44). What is the treasure? You are. You’re the jewel the Lord is developing. You’re the treasure He died to purchase. Even in the lukewarm environment of Malachi’s day, people who called on the Lord were jewels to Him.

Malachi 3:18
 

Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

Those who said it was vanity to serve God (verse 14) would see the vanity of their own words when Jesus comes back for His gems, His jewels, His treasure.




GOD’S AMAZING MEMORY

A Topical Study of


MALACHI 3:16


Computers cannot think logically. They depend completely on memory—but their memories are amazing. A computer can multiply two five-digit numbers in one trillionth of a second. Even though they are able to do this using memory alone, their memories can’t hold a candle to the memory of our heavenly Father—for He can remember everything and anything He desires.

In Malachi 3, even as the prophet was indicting the people for their lukewarm relationship with God—a people who had doubted His love and defiled His altar, a people who had devalued His Word and distorted His truth—we read that there were those who feared God and spoke one to another of Him. We also read that the Lord recorded them in a book of remembrance.

A Book of Remembrance


According to our text, whenever people speak about the Lord, He hearkens. The Hebrew word translated “hearken,” is the same word that describes the ears of a dog perking up when he hears the voice of his owner. In other words, when the Lord hears His name being talked about, His ears perk up. He tunes in and makes note.

Does God write it down so He won’t forget it? No, God doesn’t forget anything He desires to remember. Why, then, does He keep a book of remembrance? I suggest it’s for the same reason we keep photo albums and scrapbooks. It’s not so that we won’t forget, but rather because we enjoy certain events in our lives so much that we want to relive them again and again. I suggest our Father is compiling a huge scrapbook of all the times we spoke about Him—and when we get to heaven, He’s going to invite us to look at them with Him. And in so doing, we’ll be amazed that He would care enough to record every conversation we shared about Him, every witness we gave of Him.

A Bottle of Tears


In Psalm 56, we find that there’s a special component of this book of remembrance. David had been called and anointed to be king of Israel. Therefore, Saul, the present king, was out to destroy him. So David fled from the presence of Saul into the wilderness, eventually finding himself in the Philistine city of Gath. When the men of Gath saw David, they closed the gates behind him and said, “Isn’t this David—the one who has killed thousands?” When David heard these rumblings, he realized he was in danger in Gath, as well. So he went to the gates of the city and feigned madness. When the king of the Philistines saw this, not wanting a crazy man on his hands, he ordered that David be let out (1 Samuel 21). It was at this time, when he felt his life was in danger both by Saul and the Philistines, that David wrote this psalm…

Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me. In God will I praise his word: in the LORD will I praise his word. In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.
Psalm 56:8–11


Evidently, God’s book of remembrance also contains a bottle of our tears. When you weep, when you feel forsaken and forgotten, when you feel as though no one understands or cares about you, know this: the tears you cry are caught by the Lord and stored in a bottle. You see, in Old Testament times, women actually collected their tears in “tear bottles.” A woman’s tears were a precious possession because they spoke of times of deep joy and tragedy, the most important moments of her life. The tear bottle was normally given to the man she would marry.

The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and dried them with her hair probably did so by emptying her tear bottle in an act of tender devotion.

“If You knew what kind of woman this is, You wouldn’t allow her to do this,” Jesus’ host, Simon, thought.

But Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t you know that the one who is forgiven much loves much?” In other words, “What she has done is precious. With your hard-heartedness and religiosity, your heart is far from Me. But in pouring out her tears, this woman is actually pouring out her heart as an act of worship to Me” (Luke 7:42–47).

Precious people, concerning the things you’ve been crying over, the events you’re confused about, the difficulties and struggles and burdens that cause your heart to break, know this: the Lord has been collecting your tears. He might not answer all of your questions right now. He might not explain why He allowed those difficulties or tragedies presently. But He knows the day is coming when He will wipe away every tear, when your joy will obliterate all sorrow (Revelation 21:4).

I wonder if sometimes it must be hard for the Father to keep quiet. I wonder if sometimes He wants to say, “Here’s what I’m doing.…” He remains disciplined in His silence, however, because He knows it’s necessary for us to go through seasons of weeping…

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them. Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools.
Psalm 84:5, 6


Baca means “weeping.” Therefore, the psalmist says that blessed is the man who goes through the valley of weeping and makes it a spring for others to be refreshed. Paul would say the same thing to the church at Corinth…

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
2 Corinthians 1:3, 4


In both of these passages, it’s as if the Lord says, “I’m going to allow you to go through hurts and difficulties. I will store your tears in a bottle. I care deeply and will wipe them away eventually. But presently, they’re going to be valuable for you to relate to others who follow in your footsteps as you relate to them, share wisdom with them, and are a comfort for them.

A Bowl of Prayers


And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
Revelation 5:8; 8:3


The prayers we pray are evidently stored in golden bowls. At a certain point, it’s as if those bowls get filled up with our prayers and begin to “tip”—and that’s when things begin to happen. For example, for centuries, people have been praying, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done. Come quickly, Lord.” And every time that prayer is offered, it goes into the golden bowl. At a certain point, that bowl will be filled and will tip and then the kingdom will become reality. His will will be done presently. I’m not simply talking about the prophetic picture, but also practically and personally.

Do you ever wonder why sometimes your prayers are answered immediately and other times you have to pray a million times? I believe some bowls need only a single prayer to make them tip. I think of Elijah on Mount Carmel. In 1 Kings 18, we see the prophets of Baal confronted by Elijah, the man of God. They prayed from morning to evening. They danced and thrashed their bodies—but nothing happened. When it was Elijah’s turn, he simply said, “Lord, let these people know I have done these things according to Your Word. Send fire from heaven and consume the bull on the altar.” Evidently, it only took two sentences for that particular bowl to tip because fire came down immediately (1 Kings 18:36–38).

And yet, as the story goes on, when Elijah prayed for rain, it took seven seasons of intense prayer before even a cloud appeared (1 Kings 18:44). One would think praying for rain would require less intensity than praying for fire. Yet fire required only a two-sentence prayer while rain required repeated, intense prayer. Therefore, I believe sometimes it takes just a little bit of prayer to tip the bowl of blessing. Other times, God wants to teach us how to connect with Him, how to persevere through difficulty, how to stretch our faith as He prepares us for the ages to come.

To the people who feared His name in Malachi’s day, it’s as if God said, “I’m listening. I’m recording your conversations. I’m gathering your tears. I feel your hearts and I will wipe away every tear. But presently it’s important that you go through these difficulties that others might be refreshed. Your prayers are being stored in bowls and, at the right time, answers will come. It might be soon—but it might take a while because I want to teach you how to partner with Me.”

The Lord remembers every tear I shed, every prayer I pray, every word I share about Him. There’s only one thing God does not remember. He doesn’t remember my sins…

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Hebrews 10:16, 17


There’s a book of remembrance, a bottle of tears, a bowl of prayers—but the bunches of my blunders are not remembered. Why? Because the blood of Jesus Christ washed them away.

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:12


He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Micah 7:19


God has actually erased His memory bank concerning our sin. He is not waiting to “get us back” for the mistakes we’ve made, for the sins we’ve committed. He’s not waiting to get us back because He gave His back when He was beaten before He went to the Cross.

Our sins are gone, gang. That’s the gospel. That’s the good news.




 

Chapter 4
 

Malachi 4:1, 2
 

For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

“And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered,” the people said in the previous chapter (verse 15). But when Jesus, the Sun of righteousness, comes again, this will be reversed, for those who rebel against God and are out to destroy His people will feel the heat of His wrath while those who fear Him will feel the warmth of His healing.

Malachi 4:3, 4
 

And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

As the last book of the Old Testament draws to a close, the Lord says, “Remember the Law of Moses”—for it would be this law that would eventually point people to Jesus (Galatians 3:24).

Malachi 4:5
 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

The scribes understood that this verse spoke of the coming of Messiah. Therefore, Jesus’ disciples asked Him why the scribes said that before Messiah came, Elijah would come.

“Elijah is coming and has already come,” Jesus answered (Matthew 17:10–12).

John the Baptist came in the same spirit, with the same power and the same kind of ministry as Elijah. But he wasn’t literally Elijah. When will Elijah come? Revelation 11 tells us two witnesses will come on the scene in the Tribulation period who will have the power to stop the rain, to cause plagues to fall on those who come against them, and to speak fire to any who attack them. One will be Elijah—the man who prayed both drought and fire down from heaven (1 Kings 17; 2 Kings 1). Most likely, Moses will be the other—no stranger himself to plagues (Exodus 7–11).

Malachi 4:6
 

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.

Elijah will come with a ministry of getting things right, of setting things straight lest the Lord comes with a curse. That’s the way the Old Testament ends. How does the New Testament end? “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” The Old Testament ends with a curse. The New Testament ends with grace.

The Old Testament ends with a curse because, in essence, it’s the Law of God being given to proud and pompous mankind who think they’re pretty good. But the Law, God’s standard of righteousness and holiness, actually strikes and curses us when we realize we can’t keep it. So it is the Old Testament Law that sets the stage for the New Covenant—when He knew no sin would be made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen.







THE SILENT YEARS
 

Between the Testaments
 

As the Old Testament curtain comes down, we move into the Book of Matthew. But as we go to the New Testament, we find ourselves unsettled a bit. Four hundred years have passed between the time of Malachi and Matthew and the scenery has changed substantially.

Most noticeably, the language of the people is different. Hebrew has been replaced by Aramaic and Greek. We also see that the temple, the cornerstone of Old Testament history, has a totally different appearance architecturally. In addition to this, people study the Scriptures in buildings called synagogues scattered throughout the country. No longer is a Jewish king ruling in Jerusalem. Instead, an Edomite sits on the throne.

Things certainly seem different. What’s going on?

The changes actually began as far back as 586 B.C. In that year, Nebuchadnezzar came down from Babylon and destroyed the city of Jerusalem. The walls were knocked down, the temple was burned, and the people of Judah were carried into Babylon where they were held captive for seventy years. The prophet Jeremiah had warned the people that this is what would happen because they had neglected God’s Word and had clung to the worship of idols.

Evidently having their fill of idols in Babylon, the capital city of idolatry, when the Jews were free to leave Babylon seventy years later, they were never again drawn to idolatry—a national characteristic that remains yet today. Although most of the Jews were allowed to leave Babylon and return to Jerusalem, the majority chose to remain in Babylon. Although they had turned their back on the Babylonian idols, they established businesses in Babylon and prospered commercially. So when they had the opportunity to go home, only a small minority actually returned. The rest were content in their material prosperity.

Wanting to worship the Lord even though they were in Babylon, the Jews established synagogue worship. Because they couldn’t worship at the temple, they decided that a synagogue would be built wherever there were seven Jewish males in residence. Every Sabbath day would find the Jews in these synagogues being instructed in Old Testament teachings. The Jews who did eventually trickle back to Jerusalem brought synagogue worship with them. That is why, when you get to the Gospels, you read about Jesus consistently going into the synagogue (Luke 4:16).

In addition to the change in where people worshiped, there was a change in the language they spoke. When the Jews were carried into captivity, the Hebrew language was replaced by Aramaic and Greek. Aramaic was used for common communication, Greek for commerce and culture. The Jews living in Babylon who never made their way back to Jerusalem wanted the Old Testament Scriptures in a language they could understand since Hebrew was no longer spoken. So seventy men convened in Alexandria, Egypt, and translated the Old Testament from Hebrew into Greek. The resulting translation is known as the Septuagint. The group of men who translated the Septuagint became known as the scribes. Because they translated and painstakingly copied the Scriptures, these men became authorities in Old Testament laws and teaching. That is why, when you come to the Gospels, you see scribes in a place of religious prominence.

Following Greek domination of the world, the Romans came into power. In the year A.D. 63, a Roman general named Pompey beat the area of Israel into bloody submission. Having established Roman dominance in the area, Pompey announced a governor, called a king, would rule the area and answer to Rome. That is why, when you come to Matthew, you find an Edomite rather than a Jew on the throne in Jerusalem. At four feet, four inches, Herod was a small man who wanted to do big things. Therefore, in addition to constructing massive palaces and fortresses, he ordered extensive remodeling of the temple—a project that would take eighty-five years to complete. It is this remodeling project the disciples refer to in Mark 13.

Practically, these changes speak to me very definitely. You see, for four hundred years, with no prophet on the scene, it appeared as though God was not working. There was no prophet saying, “Thus saith the Lord…” There were no miracles performed. There were no supernatural events. There was only a strange eerie silence—or so it seemed. But behind the scenes, God was allowing certain situations to unfold. The stage was being set…

Politically—with the Pax Romana in effect at the time of Jesus’ birth—the world was unified as never before. Oh, it was a forced peace to be sure—but it created an environment where the gospel could travel quickly throughout the empire on Roman highways.

Philosophically, the world was ready for something meaningful after Greek mythology proved to be empty.

Linguistically, the entire world was unified by a common language. Because Greek was spoken in every region, the New Testament could travel without any language barriers or obstacles.

Spiritually, after silence for four hundred years, the people of God were waiting to hear something—anything—from Him.

Why does this speak to me? Because sometimes I go through four hundred hours or four days, weeks, or even months when I don’t hear very much from the Lord. I hear others say, “The Lord told me…” or, “The Lord spoke to my heart the other day and said.…” And I wonder, What about me, Lord?

Do you ever wonder if the Lord still cares about you—or if you’re so out to lunch that you’ll never hear from Him again? The four hundred years between Malachi and Matthew tell me that if our Father caused the stage to be quiet for four centuries, He can do the same thing in my life for four months. If you’re going through a season of silence, take advantage of the opportunity to worship the Lord even if you don’t feel Him close at hand. Stick around. Stay tuned. Don’t give up. The Incarnation is coming.

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son…
Hebrews 1:1, 2 (a)


In “sundry times and diverse manners,” God spoke through the prophets. But in these last days, He has one final word to say: Jesus. Jesus is God’s final, ultimate Word. It’s as if He says, “I’m not going to give you words any longer. I’m giving you the Word made flesh” (John 1:14).

Believer, all you need to know about living and dying, about God and the Word, about marriage and parenting, about witnessing and worshiping—all you need to know about everything and anything is found in Jesus. Before Jesus came, although man had partial truth about God, it was difficult to determine the full truth. Like the proverbial blind men describing an elephant, each was able to describe a portion, but none the whole.

People wonder about God. Those who only think of Him as powerful think He’s only out to judge people. Those who only think of Him as loving think He winks at sin. It’s only as we look at Jesus that we get the full picture.

Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
Hebrews 1:2, 3


Jesus is the express image of the Father. That’s why He said he who had seen Him had seen the Father (John 14:9).

We can argue about God indefinitely. We can discuss God theologically. But Jesus came on the scene to settle the issue completely. In Him, we see the love of God and the righteousness of God, the holiness of God and the humility of God, the power of God and the patience of God working together perfectly. I believe that’s why there are four Gospels. It’s as though the Father is saying, “Don’t miss Jesus. You’ll see Me in Him.”
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